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CoANCELLok OF TUE ExCR^OVtR. ^ 

LETTER X. ^ 
On the depreciation of the American Paper 
Money at this time.* — Buth Agricultu- 
ral Meeting. ^ 

Peckham Lod^, 4th Jtmuwy, IBlfi. 

Si»,— It is Johu Buli*s happy turn of 
'fittind) always, wheu he is embarrassed, to 
look aboat the world to see if ti^ete be 
no other natioa iu a state of embarrass- 
ment; and, if he find any in that state, to 
chuckle and hug himself in the thought, 
.thai he is not suffering alone, though, 
periiaps, he may have been th6 cause of 
the Tery misery, from the existence of 
wUoh be derives his consotatiou. The 
•tripping of Paris hy Blucher and others 
4tko him ; thi cutting of the Protestants* 
tkfoats in the South of Fjrap^e; the base 
,nur4er' ftf the brave Marshal Brun^, 
j^tUk irJhkom the Duke of York capitulated 
-At 4he Holder ; the blood of Marshal N07, 
aad others, aKihI by *hp roy»tt«t« ', the long 
rolls of proscription, ruin and death that 
are now making out in France : these, 
with o^er scenes exhibited in Italy and 
Spftin, seev to cheer honest John in the 
midtt of his calamities. 

li ii^ I presume, frotro a thorough know- 
ledge, of this happy and amiable disposi- 
tion, that the Tmxs and Courier news- 
^per6 have lately entertained their readers 
with such exulting descriptions of the cf!?- 
preciaied 9i€Ue of the Government paper- 
mone^j in t))e United States of America. 

But> Sir, these writers appear to forget 
(if indeed, they bare oyer known) tfce vast 
* difterenoo between por pecuniary tutuation 
uA. ibp^t of America. They seem to for- 
^ty V^^t Ae w)iole of the aquital of the 
American Debt Js not ^ustl to one ffear^s 
Pritir^ Oft onic JOebt. They seem to, for- 
^Qj(y , tha^, 1«4«p^dant of the thousand 
jl^Uionji owed ^y ^r^at ]^ritain,'there is a 
JOol^pf about 300 mlliions in Irelai^l ; and 
that) Waldos the^, the Eas( Tiid^ia'Coni- ' 



pany owes a Debt of 40 milltoa^ equal it- 
self ^n amount to the Debt of the United 
States, a coantiy the population of which 
is at tbJ3 Tery time nearly equal to that of 
Great Britain, and the nayigation and 
commerce of which cannot fail soon to 
overtake ours in magnitude* Before men 
begin to talk of the consequences of the 
depreciation of the Goyernment Paper m 
America, they should take this compari- 
son into their fiewj for^*ln the ca»e of a 
total discndit of such paper, the distress 
produced thereby must necessaiily bear a 
proportion to the amount of the paper; 
that i& to say., in fact, the amount of the 
Debt, or sums owing to individuals from 
the government, or public. 

Deprived as I am, at present, of all 
means of getting at American news-papers, 
I cannot speak' with auy degree of cer- 
tainty, as ^1 the real state of the Govern- 
ment-Paper in America ; but, if it fte much 
depreciated, two prices, a money-price, 
and a paper-price, will soon follow; and, 
though,^ in all such ca^, there will be 
|Mv»ii»L •^UCo.flirx^^ «'li« ♦htn^w jll 8oon,,Pttt 
itself to rights. The American Debt, com- 
pared with the resources of America, is 
nothing. The total blowing up of that 
Debt would only take J^1,0Q0 each, from 
about 37 thousand people. It would not 
send, as in. our case, maoa. hundreds of 
thousands, i^y, perhaps, millions, to beg-^ 
gary ; and that, too, in a country, already" 
full of pauper^ and beggars. 

It is quite curious, besides, that we 
should find consolation in this depreciation 
of American paper-money, and anticipate 
therefrom the (all of the government, whfn 
we recollect, in our own case, the stoppage 
of Cash paymeats'at the Bank of England ; 
and while we are actually living under 
laws^ which compel the landlord to take 
piiyineht iu papor for the amount of hi^ 
rent, or to go without payment; vrhile wfe 
are actually living ^^^^ *^^^> ^^^ i« *»*? 
of pTace too, wWcU authorise . the BaA 



^95^956 



Digitized by 



Google 



3] • .; ^'PLITICjVI^ register.— To tlic Chancellor o/lhc Exdiequer. 



i* 



But, Sir, I Bgrecj tha> *thb Cflses are differ- 
eqt- :i,*iq(Tep^*liriv^k il iA»pfo^able, thai 
tie XinericabslihoQM>i£o>s(S'H3e people of 
Eogland have donfe. TK^e ttreto^taw 
of tlie former immediately interested in 
sappprting the Funds. The govermnent 
of America has not been able, nor do I 
belieye it has been willing, to tie to it sach 
a large part of the commanity. The sys- 
tem there has not such support as it has 
here ; and, most htrartily do I hope that it 
iieTcr will. 

* The tmth is, that the goy^rnnent pa- 
per of America is in discredit (if it be in 
discredit) because the peopje in general do 
npt beliere, that the interest will be doly 
paid in full ; or, in other words, that they 
do not belieTe, that tax«s in sufficient 
amount to pay the interest will be col- 
lected ; or, perhaps, even granted by the 
Congress. There are never any fears of 
that sort here. Here the parliament never 
refuses to grant what the government calls 
for; and no man would thinly of refusing 
to pay the tax gatherer any more than he 
would think of refusing to submit to rain 
or thunder. The evil is not great, when a 
papeNsyfitem is blown up in time. But, 
when it has existed for ages, its dissolution 
Is geaerally attended with some great and 
terrible convulsion. 

In America th^re is no National Bank; 
and most ardently do I hope, that there 
never will be one, though it may now be 
-wished ftnrny^ many oixnereal friencls of 
the liberties of the country. I think they 
deceive themselfe<( as to the effects of such - 
an institution. For the jpreteni, H .might 
iiBmoVe difficulties ; but, in the end, a close 
xonncxion would take place between the 
Government and the Bank ; and, from 
Ifaat moment, be the form of the (govern- 
ment what it might, from being the sert>ant^ 
as it now is, it would begin to become the 
tnmster of the people. When things are 
brought to this state ; when the fortunes 
of half the community, depend, in whole, 
6r in part, upon thegovemnient, and must 
bo loit if the government be overthrown, 
who can be foolish enougb to expect any 
thing like effectual resistance of the acts 
of the governinent, be they what they may^ 
In such a state of things, vrhen men talk 
of supporting the government ; whenthey 
say, that, government must be supported ; 
that they will spend tbeir last shilling and 
shed the last drop of their blood in sup- 
pocting the constittUion; theyiei^lyjooaii, 



by government and constitution, neither 
more nor less than the dividend* on their 
stock ; and, if they were frankly to say so, 
no one could reasonatily-'biame tbcorrit 
is the hypocrisy of their professtOM ovXy 
that exposes them to censure. 

By the means of a system, snch as fs 
here contemplated^ a goverament soon be- 
comes able to do what it pleases. The 
great check, the ridst efvsmJs^iding mo^ 
mey>i and whidi h^ltd&eik (thori of open 
resistance by liarce of arms) the oniy check 
that any people csn have in their power, 
is, in such a ease, a dead letter, and the 
granOng of money is a mere diatter of 
form. Thus a government^ backed by an 
enormous debt, may safely count amongst 
its supporters all the most #finlent even :0f 
Its political enemies,^ while those who are 
its political friends, are bound to it by ties 
of ten-fold the ordinary force. On tbe 
other hand, whoever has courage sufiicifat 
to oppose, or to censure openly, such a go- 
vernment, is sure to bring down on him 
the vengeance of all who feel that their 
fate is linked to that of the govemaeBt* 
No matter what is the subject of his 
complaint ; no matter how clearly justloe 
and troth are on his side; no mattel' ham 
hrreproachable his character, how lodis- 
putably upright his views ; no matter h«^ 
unanswerable his argnments : hk speethos 
or his writings, tend to shake the systen^ 
and he is jacobin, traitor, devil, and nertts 
to l>e exterminated. What a deal of pure 
loyalty, 8tr, liar.fhrvred from ttlis abOS- 
dant, this inexhaustible source! 

If the people of America do bat read in 
my w^rk " Paper against Gold,'^ the ac- 
count of the origin of the BMnir ofEng" 
landj^ii they see clearly that that Baak 
was o^blished for the purpose of securing 
to the government the means of getting 
money into its hands without the necessity 
of applying directly to parliament; if Ibejr 
see, that the Bank and the Debt aro^ at 
one and the same time ; If they see, that, 
since the Debt arrived at any consiikrable 
magnitude, no parliament has ever refused 
to grant money ; if they see, that, as the 
Debt has increased so, and in nearly the 
same proportion, pauperism'has increased, 
and that penal kws'and iawsabrklgH^ phb» 
tic liberty have al^o gradualfjr iti6reased ; 
If they see, as they mSy in tiie present pics ' 
tnre of this coptitry, thousandi upon thon* 
sa^dtf pliinged into utter rnin ; f)rdm af- 
ixuSDCt buded down to porerty try an iii« 
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Haeiic* uQsern and to tl^esi wbolly uiiac- 
eooHtablo ; if they s^, tliat a i^eat Bank, 
fOttiiccted with % GoYemment, has pro- 
duced a state of things, id wMcb no human 
precautions can enable any man to shield 
hioiaelf from ruio; In which the raliie of 
pfQparly i& subject to changes which the 
owner h^s nothing to do in producing; in 
which all peeuiiiary iuintracts for time are 
virtually violated^ to the ruin of one party 
and the enriching of another ; and which, 
according to all appearance, must end in 
calamities evm more serious than the pre- 
sent: if, f«ir, the people of « Aanertca see 
all this, aitd all this they may clearly see 
in our exaipple, I am disposed to believe, 
that they will be very slow indeed to con- 
Bont to any establishmentr that shall, in 
cTny of its leading features, resemble the 
paper Mammoth of England. 

I do not beliefe, (and, indeed, I can 
almost say I am certain of the contrary), 
that It is the design, or the wish, of the 
American gorernmeiit to build such a 
structure as that which I have here been 
describing. Such men as Mr, Madison 
and Mr. Munro can hate no such wish. 
The former is about to retire ti> priVate 
life fbr the remainder of his days; the 
fatter, at most, has only a few years to 
following after Wm in the same career, 
i^either can. possibly have the agnuidise# 
ttient of their posterity In view from any 
sionrce of enioloment coniieeted with the 
but^io. If they are strenoous for a Na- 
iioni^l bank, as it is said they arc, it is 
because they see in U Immediate benefit to 
the country, and do not See distant danger 
to its Imppiness and liberties lurking in 
the same cause. But, and this is all I 
desire upon the subject, I h^P^^^||^^ 
before they finally adopt such ^wKjP^f 
cast their eyes once more towards pi%- 
land, and see what a rcTQlntion has, 
silently aqd nnseci^ been accomplished by 
similar means. 

There is not i^ ^oubt that an establish- 

.ment, which giTOs rise and creates j»nfi. 

dence in a fictions piedium^ such as that 

of paper-money, is the 4»iuse of greatly 

increased opeiatloBS in pommerce, trad^ 

manofactore, and agricnltore. If I, by 

the fteana of discounted notes, kept alive 

.by reoiewals for a year ©# tw<>, were to 

expead fifty tkeiasia^ pounds at Botley, 

there It 410 d«ibt tkat thepipeMaooey, 

^.et^ated for my mo, wroidd set mm^eus 

baiidsto rnvk^wmldeAri^iithe toradeijiiraD; 



and would fill the whole neighbourhood 
with what is called protperity. But, as the 
expenditure would be built on fiction ; as 
the fiction would cease at the end of iivd 
supposed two years ; ruin, misery, feeble« 
ness, must then ensue; and. If there were 
no third party^ namely, the /me, to re- 
strain us, we must, through the wbole 
neighbourhood, be plunged into mutual 
revilings, confusion, hostility and fiov^ 
lence. 

In the case of nations there are no third 
parties. Hence it is, that all men of sober 
reflectiosi dread the moment of putting an 
end to a system of paper^ the existence qf 
which they deplore, because they see the 
e? ils that it has produced. Dangerous as 

funding system is, and always must be| 
to any country, it would, in my opinion, 
be more dangeroos to America than to 
any other country in the world ; pot only 
because she has more of happiness and 
of liberty to lose, but because, from the 
peculiar construction of her governments, 
combined with the local reUtionships of 
the several parts of the pation, such a 
system could scarcely ^void, in the coursft 
of a very short life, to produce confticts 
that would end in a dissolution of that 
Umom^ on wbich wholly depends the real 
independe^oe and safdty of the natioa; 
For a while a funding system would tend 
to bind the several States together ; bu^ 
wben onee its burdens came to be severely 
(eit,a relief from those bnrdefis would l»e 
sought lor Ml rue p^e«ttiK •♦* — ' *^^ r»»* 

01 the ruling, power of the country, by 
which those burdens were imposed. lu 
England, w^re there is but one legislature ; 
where a number of great families with 
enormous estates and with hereditary 
titles ; where a chnrph, deipendent on, or^ 
rather, belonging to these ; and a crown, 
supported by, and supporting, both, all 
coneor in the upholding of a funding 
system for what they deem their own 
benefit, the dissolution of s^ch a system, 
terrible M the consequences must be when 
the system hat arrived at its present pitch, 
may, nevertheless, not be attended with a 
dissolution of the whole frame of govern- 
meat. Indeed, there are not wanting 
persons to believe, that the dissolution of 
our funding system would merely bring 
the nation badt to the state In which it 
was at the Bevelution, pr *t «0 years 
later. But, not to dwell upon this pc^t 

-«*♦. it seem* tn IT * *" * 
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In America, where there is no tripple, 
' fast-twisfted^ boud of aristocracy, church, 
and crown, (he smallest uneasiness under 
the bufdens Imposed by a funding system 
would produce,first the forcible resistance 
of the demands of the general goyernment, 
and next a separation of the States. And, 
therefore, regarding as I do, the American 
Union as a-ffording the last chance for the 
restoration- of 'the liberties of Europe, I 
fihould be Tery sorry to hear of the esta- 
blishment of a National Bank in that 
country. ' 

In the meanwhile, howercr, there does 
not appear, from the lasfTidvices from 
America, to be any danger of the depreci- 
ation of the government paper-nWiney con- 
' tinning. I said before, that the total 
amount was too small to produce any seri* 
ous mischief; and the great amount of the 
duties of customs must, in'a ^hort time, re- 
lieye the government from atl its difficul- 
^es. 

Leaving'the Americans for the present, 
let me now solicit .your attention to the 
late Proceedings of (he " 9iath and IVest 
*< of England A^ictiliural Societtf.''* 
This is a body of some weight, in p'oFnt of 
number's and properii/j and in point of un- 
derstanding aiso^ it being next to impossi- 
*b(e, thatiOO, or 300, men of considerable 
property should assemble without bringing 
with them a great deal of Informafion of a 
description more or less useful. The 
ichote count ra is in acitaficn. Jt ig all 
tiggllng and twisting. If seems as if the 
'St. Vitas's Dance had seized the wht>le 
conrmnnity. At Rumjbrd thfe farmers and 
-land-owners are meeting io obtain a dimi^ 
mittdn of the t^thes^ these, as they presume, 
^eing one of the causses of their distress. 
In other places -the people are meeting to 
petition for reliidf frotn taxes. But, these 
Trieetings fell shxjrt 6f the Bath' Society in 
rpoint of fmportance. 'Fhat Society, which 
really boasts of almost^the whole of the 
^reat land-owners, whether Noblemen or 
■ Gentlemen, in 4he Western Gsmities of 
England, may, vi?1ien it^^omes to any se- 
rious and formal decision, be Ikirly sup- 
posed to speak the S^entfments of all the 
land-owners In the Western 43duuties. It 
is not, therefore, beneath you to pay iome 
attention to what took ])lace at their hist 
n^eeting, vit which mating were present, 
Ki we arefnformed by their feport«T, '^tbe 
<^ Duke of Somerset, Karl of Ork^ Right 
« Hod. Lord Gwydcf, Sr ,Jobn C<wc 



^ Hlppesley, Sir J. W. Smith, Rev. Sir C. 
" Rich, Bart. R. W. Weston, W. Gore 
'« Ungton, Esq. M. P. Colonel M<Mahoii, 
" and about 500 of the principal geiitty 
" in the western counties." 

Now, Sir, whatever may be the shafe 
of intellect that you may be pleas^ to 
allow to this i/ieeting, you Will not, I am 
sure, think that the meeting is to be de- 
sjvsed^ seeing the mass of property of 
which these persons were the representa- 
tives. The very errors of such persons, 
though I may treat them pretty freely, »re 
not to be lightly dealt with by yon, whose 
business it will be to quiet the clamours 
now about to assail your ears. I will take 
the REPORT of the proceedings upon this 
occasion, and having inserted them, will 
subjoin such remarks of my own as the 
occasion appears to me to call for; but, 
suffer me to repeat here, that great often' ' 
lion ought to be paid io the t>pinions ot- 
tered at this meeting, because, sound or 
unsound, wise or foolish, they are the opi- 
nions of so large a body of tho owners of 
the land. 

" I'he Anivcrsary ^Ieeting of this Society, 
*< which opened on the igtb, and closed on 
'* the 20th of this month, gave rise to roost 
'* important discussion on subjects con nect- 
^' ed with agriculture; the ptesent low 
** price of produce; the total failure of the 
** Corn Bill j the heavy burthens which on 
** cv^ry side bear down the agricultural in- 
•* ccrest; together with tfce best means of 
•• relieving the landhoia«r from hi? present 
•' depressed state, formed the basis of a most 
•* animated and eloquent debate. The gen- 
«* tiemen who took a part in the discussion, 
*^ though differing considerably in their 
**y 9tf^ concurred in giving a most lumi- 
"jiwlllxposition of the present state of the 
^''8>unlry in general, and of the agricultural 
*« interest In particular. Our limits will not 
•* allow us to give more than a sketch of the 
" interesting debate, which was opened by 

** Mr. Spooner, who began by stating 
" that when he ventured at first to call the 
** attention of the meeting, the day preced- 
** ing, to the state of the agricultural in- 
** terest, it was only with a vien* to get an 
*• ansa ranee ftiom some persons (better qua- 
*' lifted than himself to do justice to the '\tt\- 
portaot subject) that it should be made 
matter of discussion this day; 'but not 
receiving such assuraface, he-gave 'cotfce 
*• hinudf of the present ^notioo : trnstiBg 
" that by iitiof tog tbc subjei^t before so «|i« 
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** lightened a body of gentlemen, some one 
*' ivould be 'able to point out the cause of the' 
** depressed state of the agricultural interest, 
•• and, If possible, point out a remedy. Mr. 
^♦Spooner toolt it for. granted, that there 
" was no occasion to prove the present dis- 
'" tressed state of the tenantry of the king- 
** dom 5 if any one doubted it, let them 
** refer to the daily advertisements of sales 
*' by auction of the property of farmers j to 
** the almost only topic of conversation in 
•• every assembly of persdnk : and, taking 
•• it for granted, he would only suf^fMise' that 
*^ every one would agree* that tliat respecta- 
* bfc body of men ought n9tto 6e4uffired'io 
** go to ruin, without at least one effort of 
** fhat Society, who had ever proved itself 
^'Uhe true friend ami zealous promoter of 
^'tbe best in teres tf of the teeantry, to save 
**them from impendhtg ruio-— a body of 
** men, by whose exertions^ i« the time of 
** pressing need, when our mattttfaotares 
•* were rejected by almost the whole world, 
** when we were driven to depend for food on 
** our own means, the country waa chiefly 
'* enabled to make thAi giorious siruggkwh'ich 
*" has been productive of such brillmnt come- 
** quencts. Mr. Spooner then proceeded to 
** shew, that capital employed in agriculture 
** could not be withdrawn and again employ- 
^ ed, as it could in manufacturen and in com- 
** merce ; the capital employed in the latter 
** could, as soon as it ceased to be profita- 
^ bll^, be withdrawn, and, on any new open- 
*' ing, promising success, again employed. 
*• Not to with agriculture ; capital there 
** was invested hi' tile boH;^ the only- means 
" of return was by produce; throw down the 
** price of produce belmo^ the price ivhich will 
*• pay the necenary espence 9f raking it, mid 
" ike capital preioioutiy invested wouid at once 
•* 6e lost. Were this only an individual 
*• loss, it would be had; but cooaider it a 
** national loss, it is dreadful indeed; Agri- 
'* culture must revert to the same stale, to 
*' the management of the same ignorant per- 
<♦ SOBS, it was «0 years ago, and we may be 
*' reduced to the necessity of dependence 
•' for our food upo» foreigners— foreigners 
^ who not long since; Whea our enemfes, 
« shewed, that they were *ot dependent 
M upon us for manufiscturers ; foreigners, 
** whot soon might again be our enemies. 
•' And would any true friend of his country 
<' wish to see her placed in such a situation. 
« Shall BkiTAW— M« pride, the envy, the 
^iadmiration of the •morld^^-ht reduced to the 
•• necessity of begging her bread at the 
^ blwU tyf her enemiea f«->»Mr. Spooner iiexi 



" proceeded to examine the cause of the de- 

•* pressed state of agriculture ; he attributed" 

" it to the demands of Oovfrtimenf Contrac- 

*• tors being withdrar^ just at the time when 

** we had the most abundant crop known fbr 

** many years — at that moment too theports 

•• were thrown open to foreign importation. 

"The prices suddenly falling, the corn- 

•• grower and corn-dealer, not knowing to 

•* what the price might fall, all became 

** anxious to sell, Mr. Spooner said, that 

•* every one must be aware that the agricui- 

" tUre of the country had been chiefly sdp- 

** ported by an artificial capital of credit • 

*^ and that that artificial capital had chiefly 

•* been found by the Country Bankers.-^ 

" The^e gentlemen seeing the property of 

•• the farmer so greasy reduced, naturally 

•• withdrew the assistauce they had formerly 

** afforded, as any prudent person would of 

•* course do, when they saw the security 

** upon which they relied constantly and 

*' rapidly decreasing ; this again obliged the 

•* farmers to press their sales, and to bring 

" still more of their commodities to markets 

•* already glutted with produce and barren of 

** purchasers.-^ Mr, Spooner, adverting to the 

" remedy, said, that difficult as it was to 

" point out, he did not despair of the evil 

" being remedied -, but the remedy must be 

** oQCy which- while it relieved one class, did 

** not injure another; it must not intrench 

** upon public faith. He did not look for 

'* any great relief from the lessening the 
•■ pttintv tmrwcuv; wtrmEQff prtttutpwtrj twi^ 

<• for relief from a judicioiM division of the 
** public burdens, and fron^ a sutpanfiom of 
•* the operation of the Sinking Fund, whiell 
** he could not help calUog in the present 
" financial state of the kingdomt apolitical 
**'humbug : it had its uses ; it had frequently 
•< been- used, and* well used» by raising 4he> 
'*^ Funds at certain times» when the ministei 
'* wan ted 'to borrow j butthisuse was bow, . 
'*t-he trusted, over: and^as to- looking upod^ 
'< It as possibleto reduee the national debt 
" in reality by the. Sinking Fund» till the-- 
^ time came when the national income ex«- 
" ceeded its expendituce^ be looked upon ar 
'* ridiculous : Suspend it then for the pre- . 
** sen t, and tohen your financial income inablei 
•• you resort to it again. He thought great 
*• relief would be afforded by taking off the 
*• Uxes mentioned in the resolution; even 
" if they vera again laid on in some othef 
«« ipat^ : but having so long trespassed on the 
•« Meeting, he would not longer uke up^ 
" their time, by entering into discotsion,^ 
^ which, if it was fully^ entered, lato^.eais. 
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^ braciDg ns i( did th« first principle^ of tax- 
^* atiopv would occupy more time than be 
^ could lequesi the Meeting to give him. 
** Mt. Spooner in the course of his speeth» 
^ shewed that (be commercial and agricol* 
** tural iiiteif8t« were one and advisable— 
** one could not he hurt without the other. 
•*. If the rent of lilod i*ere lowered* the ex- 
'* pendit'*re of the landlords must also be 
** dimifiisl»rd \ atid then what would t>ecome 
^' of tht^ iiumerotu artisans and others who 
** exist by the rxpci'diture ? What would 
*< beronie of that proportion of the revenue 
** arising from such expenditure both of the 
*Mandi<»iH and tradesman employed by tbem? 
^ He Concluded by moving 

*• That tht pr€$e9i thpressed $UU qf ike 
** agricuUtiral iHttreU qffke ceuMtry imp^i 
'* ouify dem&fult the immedimte comidereii^n 
•^ofthe legUUiturci^That ihis Mteiimg 
** loekt xtUh cofffidetice to Ait MaffMitfis MJnis- 
** Ur$ for pfometing relief from as Urge a 
** part 0$ possible of those burdens^ vJ^ch 
** more innnediotely fall upon tfit temnnirsf of 
**the kingdom: partiotUarfy . the ies oaiied- 
<« the TeaetUs' Property Tm^t. and the /*f on 
** enoUt sdit, and horses us^d in hmbapdry^ 

<* l^t our President he requested to^ make 
** known to kis M^fostly*s Mmisters^ through 
«♦ the medium of hie Aiajeatfs Sfioret^ of 
*• Sia^ for the ftome Uepnrtment* tkie reso^ 
^ iutiou ettfefed tMt* by thitf mott ancitnt Ko- 
•• cUtH instituted foff the premottQH of agri'- 
^ cmrmv* am* mtmi^Jacium^ ana coTommc; 
^ a sodfty emanaiiagfromt and comprehend" 
^ ing .alt tha western counties of the kiam* 
•'dm:' ^ 

** Mr. HtJVt ob^^Qieil to the remedy as 
** insufficient, the cause not properly de* 
•« scribed He agreed, in iact, as to part of 
*• the cause, hUt thought the JBaAk of £ng^ 
** lai^d was the chief cause — ^tbat it was an 
<* engine in the hands of Govertunont—- that 
«• Government, by compelling them lowiih- 
** draw their issues, bad occasioned the dis- 
•* tress— alid th« by these means lowering 
** the price n( every article of |j|e, in fact 
^ they doubled the taxe^.^Mr^ Hu«i aiso 
•• objerte<i to the prop<ised manner of de- 
•• puling the Cbairmao to go sneaking to tht 
** Mifii$fers fqr relief* instead of applying 
**at:once tu the Ugiilmure. In fact, be 
♦* thought ibe Society w«Mild much better 
*»^^tndy its own digiiity, af*er the woeful ex 
**,periencc of i he Corn Bill, (of *» h Jch by 
** the hyt> rhey we*e its fir»i instigators,) 
••-taefely to •T>ii)e to a resolution * dedarA* 
^' lor^ of ihcir sense of *he inexplicable dif- 
•*ficttltic« of the country,' and leave it to 



** the President to mak^ what we of it 
•* pleasesi** 

" Mr. Mogguidge; said, nothing but re^- 
*' veiling, as near ni possible, to the state of 
•* taxation in the year 1792» would remedy 
** the evil j and moved that a petition to 
** Parliament should be adopted instead of 
^ the measure proposed.** 

^ Sir J. C HippxsLEY recommended tit. 
•• cultivation of hemp^* 

««Mr. GfitRLAY said, all taxes aboHid 
** immediately be taken off, which bore at^it 
•• industry in any ^ay^*^ 

•* Mr. Srooicftli repli^, and Miit^ thai 
*• he could oot agree with Mr. Hunt in bis 
•«idea, that tbe Bank had so.aiaterially k-> 
** duced iu issues as to produce tht effect 
•• described i and as to the idea of Govern* 
•< ment having compelled the mtasisre (even 
••if it wens so) was it probable, said Mr« 
•* Spooner. thai Governintat should be the 
•• promoters f/l^ that general distress v;^'^^ 
«• must ofmrate by closing the purse-etring of 
*• the nttiion, and thm ^eetroying all their 
** pemer. As to returning la the sUte of tax- 
**n\vmi>i 1799; as proposed^ be should ho^ 
** i^ery glad to see It done, if it cnuld be done 
** honestly } . botwitb the present amount of 
•* national debt» without allowing any thing 
*• Icir the peace estoblifchment, how was this 
'« to be done ? And as to taking olT all taxes 
** which fiill upon imluftryp ^hat taxes, he 
** wished to know, would then be left ? Aa 
^ to tht manner of proceeding, whether by 
** the resolution he bad had the honour to 
''move, or by tb^ pelf tlon proposed* he 
•* would leave entirely to the choice of the 
^ meeting : one remark only be would make 
•• upon the term sneaking mmwer^ which 
** had been applied to it. It was intpossible» 
** he was Convinced, for tl>e gentleman who 
'* used tht expressiefi, and' much less for lb*- 
''membtisbf the Bath and Wfstof £iig« 
"lattd Society, to i magi oe that any things 
'• they entrusted to their President could 
'* deserve that epithet: that be for one^and 
" be could safely asseit, tliat all who heard 
•• him would coincide with him in sayings 
" th«t whatever they entrusted in^o sucl^ 
** hands would be doW' honourably^ ^nu 
'* with great ability, and done ipith,efkct. — 
** Mr« Spooner's resolatto* was then «irtc4 
'Mobya large migority«** -- . /r 

As to thetninorpoint«^Iefii,Qf.Cfiiiiiim| 
that Mr. Howt was perfeoUy right ,iriih 
respect to the ni6dd of applj^kif for lx»lW| 
for, how lost must this hodj lat NohiemeB 
and Grtntlefiien be to all. sense of their, for^ 
ifter weight and dlgaitj^ trhen they eonlcl 



Digitized by 



Google 



1»] 



JANUARY 6, lSlC.~To the Chaneellor of the Emh^quar. 



[H 



agree to a pit»pasUion to go cryiog to the 
Mmisleps; to persons whom I need not 
name, instead of sending their application 
|o the FMrliament. The Duke of Somerset 
'Cuts a bold fignre in the character of an ap- 
plicant An- relief; and aMressing himself to 
th£ Roses, the Hnskissons, the Cannings^ 
the Addingtotts, and ether Ministers. 
These are, I allow, very fit men for Mi- 
nisters in these times; but, it has such an 
odd look to see such a body of Nobleroen 
and Gentlemen goittg to them humbly era? - 
ittf rea^ beiag the r ery term which is 
used to describe the food and raimentgirea 
to paupers to keep them from starring. Nor 
was Mr. S»ooifSR*s reply either very able 
or Tcry munfyy aMng that he chose to 
<pply the aot of mMking to the President, 
And to eay tbatit waa impossible tor the 
Pwsldeiit -to smak^ Ttik was n htm 
w^Mk may be Wrly <!onsM^fed as inrait, 
seeing that the intention t^Tsneak was im» 
puted t# Mf^ Sj^ooner^ aMfoD, and net 
at all to thePVesident, 8ir WmssAUin Hob- 
uovsv, though ihat g en tHsm a n^ is, I be- 
Imjte^nplmoemen not irlthoat consideraMe 
emolument, defined from tbe taxes. Mr. 
SrdoKBR might havefvounds for asserting, 
that, in meh hanAy tiM thbig would be 
done well th might happen to be ac* 
quainted with the honour and ability of 
Sir Benjamin Hobhonse $ but, all that the 
pabljo know of him is, that he, from being 
a IVh^y bec ame a p U »o f« «itt<u* a^i, 
diagton, and supported, as far as his Tery 
small appa tia t ftbmty woald go, all the 
mvasores of Addington*i) and Pitt's mi. 

nis^. 

Sir Johh CoxHipns|.xT's hopeof re/rff 

from the euMimtion of Aemp, is a little too 

ridicolons to merit any pkrticolar notice * 

■or was tiie proposition of Mr« Oovat ay 

of much great consequence. Indeed,! 

am penoaM, that you will, as I do^ f^ 

strangely puttied to know wher6 to begiu 

In di^ntangling* the conftiaion of ideas 

eraned eiNM by tlife residing 4f M#. Spoons 

et^ obsenratloBS. How^it^r, m^Mt 

kttowt that Mr. fl^doim, a Banki^r at 

W4roesl6r and 'Blvm^hAin) did prbpese 

tko' ti^in^ off of 'ihife tliaes on ihe t^antJ^ 

pmpnigy on awJ^, 0^ »n«, and on Aor#<s* 

emioif€d in kuAandry ;: ^tiA thiit he 

gfonndDd^ tills pi^i^tlon npmi^ c^rtAln 

Aieltf^ifid opffnionsfw4i3di he stai^ land 

tkrevbmnce of ¥MclL.W« ba^eWftWd'u^. 

if ( ttOSMtss ttn yttir* «toe} Sif, Ito' obStirr;. 

in^ n^ -these- fiftts and opWoitt, I liih 



aware that I'shall net be justUied either 
by their intrinsic merit or by the ability or 
character of the speaker; and that I 
most rely solely on the circbmstance, that 
shallow, and ever absuH, as we shall fiii^ 
the contents of the speech, it receired the 
approbation of a lai^e majority of a' Meet- 
ing of Noblemen and Gentlemen, who, if 
unable to make speeches, are very well abfe 
to vote. The parliament is frequently des- 
cribed as containing ^' the atsembled »/#- 
4hm of (he nation ;" and, therefore, it 
l)ehoTes y<^ to look out sharply, to disco- 
yer before hand, what the sereral branclves 
of timt wisdom are now proposii^ as 
remedies for the disorder of the times. 
Mr. SfooNER was, upon this occasion*, 
tlie chief oi^n, and, therefore. It is weU 
wortli while to examine a kittle into the 
notions, which he put forth. 

Mr. SpooNEa sets oat with a comfdU 
ment to An understandings of his hearers, 
whom he calls an ^^enligkiened (md^ of 
GtwlUmen.^' He next obsenes, thatthay 
onght to make an elFort to save the farm* 
ers from min^ because these latter chietf^ 
contributed towards supporting that ^&^ 
rious struggle which has been ^ productit^ 
of such briltUnU cbnseqweme$ f* alhidinl;^ 
I suppose, to oor hating got to Paris^ tf 
the imprisonment ' of Napoleon, to the 
death of Marshal Ney, to tfce emptying of 
the Museums, U the Work going on at 
Nismesj alL certainlr^effscted by the 
troops from fihglamf anti Ajrermr nyif -paia 

out of taxes, riiised on'tb^: people of. this 
country. But, tlien, tbei^ were ottiei 
eon$emt&nce$ that Mr. Spoonfir ' otei(k»oka 
ed. He orerlooked 'the deftat laud-cap* 
tare of two English, fleets by- tNe Altte» 
ricans; h^ orerJ^bked the defeU an4 cap» 
tare-of ourfrigates'at sea,' ^f^thenriielng 
compelM to; hauldoitn their (flags to, tho 
<<Bfir# of &tr^ BifliM9g ^^, he, ot^i^ 
looked the baMles «tf Qijp^raij thelretretft 
from PlkbbUfi^ nnd.the^kaighlerfkig dfi^ 
feat at, and «igli^ frbos,iN^^!.OrtoalA^ 
Tetj theae ^ wm». ot* gtaat^ idipoitenen sf 
the disonssibn'; bociiiise; ^if that fiaitm^s 
<Mm mtfii f^fiikningsippertrfthe wae 
thathhi, oW-'the^«n«*lMin4 f«*»**^Aa 
Bo^ViMs^ tin PnpO) aid thoinqHiaitloa^ 
le« A^, in -die fcawe of aU ^ha^ is? lair^ 
take to thfeW»eWW^iD«*^he othae ba*d| 
tbe^m^t otiSbk^^^tA ahd nf thm^resnlt 
of the Ameri^;»«»v,^^^ «5^^ 
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them a suitable quantity of our compas- 
•ioD. 

This talkatire genileman, Sir, tells ot, 
that Britain is ^Hhe pride^ the envy^ and 
" admiration of the world,^^ Why, then, 
are so many thousands hastening to quit 
It ? Why haTe we laws to compel people 
to remain. in it? Why are men punished 
for their attempts to get out of it ? This 
boast, at all times foolbh and despicable, 
must now require, one would think, an 
extraordinary portion of assurance, or of 
emptiness, to give birth to, and especially 
upon an occasion, when a remedy for the 
notorious miseries of the country was the 
subject of deliberation. Amongst tie 
** glorious consequences" of the war, who 
does not see these miseries ? And who but 
Mr. Spooner would, upon such an occa- 
sion, hare found nerTes to put forth such 
boasting language. 

HoweTer, let us leaTe him to boast still, 
and look a little at his notions of the 
causes of the present distress. He has a 
preliminary re^ftrk; that ^^ capital, em- 
^^ ployed in farming is losty unless a price 
<< can be obtained for produce, sufficient 
*^ to defray the ezpence of raising it." 
Hence he proceeds to observe, that, if the 
price of farm-produce be not raised, or the 
ezpences of getting it diminished, corn 
enough for our own use will not be raised, 
and, that we shall have to beg our bread 
pf Olur enemies-, , IW'r. fSnoiyiAr mnv nnipf 
his mind upon this score ; for, he may be 
assured, that the land will. continue to be 
cultivated as long as men continue to eat ; 
and that^ without any laws passed on the 
subject, the farmer^ in about a year more, 
will feel no distress from the low price of 
com, meat, wool, or cheese, though the 
prices should be muck lower than they are 
at this moment If the paper«money be 
wholly swept away, we shall hare wheat at 
Si.or 3s. n bushel; but, as the rent, the la- 
bour, the horse.feed,the seed,.and all other 
things will bear a due proportion ,to this 
price, it will make, because it can make, 
no difference at all to the farmer. He 
Will be just as able, and will have just as 
mack inducement, to raise wheat then as 
he bis had at any former period, taking in 
any ten years upon an average. All the 
diffsrence will be^ that he will b've a less 
luxurious life ; but, then, he. will live in a 
lets luxurious community. 

<^ The cause'* of the depressed state of 
agriculture, Mr. Spoonee (and the Meet'^ 



ing agreed with him> stated to be this s 
that '' the demands of the govertypent 
^' contractors ceased just at the 4llne 
^^ when we had the most abundant crop 
'' known for many years.** Now, Sir, is 
not this being woiiderfully shallow ? it is 
very well known, that we have never fed 
from these Islands, not even in party more 
than 200,000 of our people by the means 
of contracts more than we now feed. The 
armies and the fleets, serving abroad, snp« 
posing them to contain 300,000 men, more 
than they now contain, were, in great part, 
always fed from the soil on which they 
were serving, or near to which they were 
stationed. But, supposing them io have 
been fed wholly from these Islands, and, 
that, being now come home^ they have 
ceased Jo eat. This is supposing a great 
deal indeed in favour of Mr. Spooner*s 
position. It. is conceding to him ratheF 
more, I think, than even he could ask* 
But, let him take it, and, having deducted 
the demand for 200,000 eaters from the 
demand for 14,000^000 of eaters (leaving 
out the colonies)^ let him tell us how it is 
possible, that such a falling off in the de- 
mand for wheat, should have caused the 
price of that article to fall from 1 5s. to 6f« 
a bushel. Let him tell as upon what prin- 
ciple he proceeds when he concludes, that 
the diminution in demand to the amount 
of one in seventy has produced a diminu- 
♦i«« In prioo u> <ha nmount of nine in- 
fifteen. 

But, says Mr. Spooner, you have nei 
yet tripped me up ; for my " cause " kasi 
another leg : to wit : " the most abundant 
^' crop known for many years.** When, 
was this, Sir? Not since 1813. That was, 
indeed, an abundant crop, and we havp had 
two fine harvests since. These are causes 
of comparatively /o20 price; but, Sir, Mr. 
Spooner must have in reserve a great, deal 
of ingenuity to make it to appear to be a 
cause of distress; for, as I had occasion to 
observe in rfly last letter, the quantify of a 
crop must always be a. matter of indilSe- 
rence to farmers in general. Suppose, 
for instance, that I grow this year 100 
bushels of wheat and sell them for £lOO; 
and that I next year grow 400 bushels and 
sell them for £lQO^ My Te^t^ tales, and 
all other expences continue the same. Do 
I lose by this low price ? Is this lom price 
calculated to plunge me into distress? Is 
it possible, that such an effect ^ould be 
produced by such a cause ? No : and every 
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mtn of sense, except Mr. Spooner, must, I 
think, perceive, that, if distress be pro- 
daced \>y Iqw price, the low price must 
proceed from causes other than of an abun* 
dant crop. 

. But, Mr. Spooner has mixed up these 
strange notions along with some others, 
which have more of the character of sound 
sense about thera. He says " that every 
^^ one must be aware, that the agriculture 
^^ of the country has been chiejh/ sup^ 
^'ported by artificial capital," and that 
this came from the " Country Bankers J ^ 
There is some rea.son in this. Uere he is 
upon the. true scent, though he puzzles a 
good deal, and finally goes off upon a 
false scent. But, observe. Sir, how he 
takes from the farmers all the merit he 
before so liberally gave them as the chief 
supporters of the '' glorious struggle'* 
against the French and Americans; for now 
he tells us, that the farmers were supported 
by the couctry bankers. The farmers 
were the chief supporters of the war ; but, 
we, the country bankers, supported the 
farmers. And, wht/ have you now with- 
drawn that support ? There is no want 
of rags or of printing presses. Why, says 
he, we saw their produce falling in price, 
and we did not think it prudent to sup- 
port them any longer. Well, allow this 
to have been very kind and generous, 
th%j were only compelled to sell a little 
sooner. If they did ^^ glut the market," 
that evil must cure itself; for, if low 
price caused a greater consumption, high 
price must have followed long ago from 
the same cause. In spite of all the. noise 
of all the mobs, in high life as well as in 
low life, it has long been a settled opinion 
amongst persons, not willing to pass for 
vulgar fools, that no delays in bringing to 
market ; that no combination of farmers, 
corn-dealers, meal-men, millers,' or any 
body else, can,tfK>nan average of months, 
for a year, make corn and bread higher^ 
in price. This has been so fully esta- 
blished, that I will not suspect .Mr. 
Spooner and the Meeting to be ignorant of 
it. If, then, it be impossible for any mea- 
sure^ , lending to keep corn from the. 
market, tp raise its price upon an average 
of months for a year, how is it possible, 
that the causes which, as Mr. Spooper 
says, obliged fanners to press their sales 
and to bring more of their produce Into 
mariLets alrrady glutted ; how is it possible 
tiiatsnch causes shouXd, fdr so long a time, 
hare produced a low price of com ? 



Therefore, Sir, Mr. Spooner's causes 
are inadequate to the effect which he and 
the meeting were deploring, except indeed, 
as far as he speaks of the diminution of 
the quantity of paper-money as a cause. 
And of the way in which this cause 
works, he, thoqgh a country banker, 
seems to, understand but very little, if any 
thing at all. 

. Faint, however, as is the glimmering 
which be has been able ta obtain of the 
cause of the distress, his notions of a re^ 
medy are certainly still more faint, except 
in as far as they, are marked by that absur- 
dity which is their most staring feature. 

He would ^' not trench upon public 
^' faith,** yet he would ^' suspend the (^^ 
." ration of the Sinking Fund,** which he 
calls " apolitical humbug.** He expects 
" little relief from the lessening of taxes, 
^^ but much from a judicious division of 
" them." He saw no prospect of good from 
the lowering of rents ; and he would have 
the Malt and Salt and Horse Taxes taken 
off, if laid on afterwards in some other 
shape, or under some other name. 

Sir, does it not shock you to hear these 
grave personages, these loyal nobles, 
'squires and bankers, calling the grand 
scheme of the grand schemer a political 
humbug? I called it so ten years ago, and 
most outrageously was I. abused for it. 
Now, however, every one calls it by this 
name; and we hear it declared in the very 
hall of the Bank, by the Bank stock pro- 
prietors themselves, that " it is ^ farce to 
'^ talk of the Bank ever paying in specie,^ 
though, according to law, they are to pay 
in specie in a few months from this time. 
Did you, Sir, when, about 12 or 15 years 
9igp, you were writing pamphlets to prove, 
that Pitt's scheme was the finest in the 
world, imagine that you should live to see 
the day, when at a meeting like this, the 
Sinking Fund wpuld be called a political 
humbug? 

However, humbug. as it is as to itspro- 
fessed object oi paying off the Debt, it is 
far from being a humbug as to its real 
object ; namely, that of making the Fund« 
ed Property of individuals iDoirth some* 
thing. And, If Mr. Spooner could have so 
far got rid of the confusion of idea, created 
in his mind by the term fund, and could 
hare regardcd-the thing in its true H-^kit^ 
be nevefwould, I think, have propoBe^ ^^ 
iop ItT ope^tion^^^^^^^^ 
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of Wit 44* miltfons- t>f UxM, ttlMid for the 
ptxrposi^ of tbe Debt, 14 millionb, or ihert* 
eboutsr, are exp^nd^d by fho gorerntnent 
ift parchatlngf itdck ^f priftte personSy he 
MToirH] I hnagine, btye bleett afraid to put a 
Mop ib tbiB operatfoD, miless he realty 
ivished to dMft^9 at puce, tbe yaloe of all 
the capital of the Pnndbolders. If tjie 
purchasers by the-goTernment were put a 
stop iOy does tiol Mr. Spooler see, that 
there would be no purchases at all, unless 
at a rate so reduced as to portend the 
speedy blowing wp of the whole system ? 
But, Sir, these are times for new and 
ittange opinions. Thousands of persons 
now begin to talk of what they have neter 
befbr)s thcyaght of. The circumstances of 
tke country set their brain to working; 
and, In a crude state, out come their 
thoughts. Every man has his scheme ; 
and, while the schemes are dispntitig, causes 
rdll on and the final effect approaches. 

Of the speeches upon this occasion tbe 
opinions of Mr. Hitnt were certainly the 
most rational : that the GoTemment and 
the Bank had caused, by some tneans or 
another, the quantity of the paper*money 
to be diminished; an<)| that Ihe only 
remedtfj short of lowering the interest of 
the Debt, was new issues of paper*money. 
As tb what Mr; Spooner said hi answer to 
this, it was any thing but sattsfigictory. 
He asked, was it to be believed^ that ^the 
^^ government would do that, which, by 
^^'closkig the purse-strings of the nation, 
^^ would destroy their oven porter .^^ No : 
but Mr. SpooNEE does not appear to per- 
ceire, that the government may, and with- 
out being very wild in its opinion, believe, 
that this reduction of prices, though ft 
must greatly lessen the amount of tiie 
taxes, may be necessary to Us own ^qftty, 
Strange as this may seem to such men as 
Mr« Spooner, there are men, who begin to 
think, and to say to6, that for the Ari|. 
tocracy and Church to sustain themselves, 
thdy must sepatate their interests from 
thMtoftheFund^Piroprietors. Yc», Sir, 
atid it is strKnge that MV. ^^oner should 
not know it, there are men^ and tnen who 
do" tiot past for fools^ who earnestly wish 
that a ftdllhjg^ olt In the taxes may, as . 
spi^edty as posdble, bring to issue the 
qHMion, whether the Fdndhdders are to , 
J>4.^id any Yonger in full, or not. Nbw, , 
if tllis bphiion were to \tt adopted by per- • 
sons in power, it is fkr from iniposslble^ ^ 
that they^ tuTght^bembtir to-pfcseriu the ' 



power^ though the bushel of wheiCt were 
sold at 5s. or eren at 'S#. Mr. Spooner 
does not appear to reflect, that the war is 
over; that the Crown, the Nobility, the 
Church, have no longer any eneaHes to 
dread ; that Idans are no longer neces- 
sary ; that the funding system has done 
its business ; that the nation subsisted 
very well before it was invented * and 
that, therefore, it would not be so very 
surprising, if the public creditors were 
now to lose some of their warmest and 
most efficient friends. 

That the whole will turn upon this one 
point is certain : whether faxes are now to 
be collected in amount sufficient to keep 
up the army, the navy, and the citil list, 
and4 at the same time, to pay the Fund* 
holders their interest. If taxes sufficient 
for all these purposes are collected, all wilt 
go on as it is now going; if not, some 
great branch of the eipenditure must be 
lopped off. Which branch that will be I 
cannot tell. I am for beginniifig with the 
army and citil-list, leating only What it 
absolutely necessary. But, if the Minis- 
tert and the Parliament differ from me in 
opinion, they will, df course, begin witk 
something else. 

It is rery true, that new issues, large is« 
sues of paper-money, would enable peo* 
pie to pay taxes as heretofore ; but, then^ 
It must soon become notorious to all the 
world, that the Bank nerer coald pay in 
specie, and that their paper is irredeem^ 
ably depreciated. Tfavs, then, In profonnd 
peace, our {taper-^system would stand the 
gasing mark of all the nations in the world* 
The pound note would exchange against 
S ddllars at first ; and who can tell wiiat 
it would exchange against at the end of 
a year or two ? T\do prices, the last stage 
of every paper-system, would appear in a 
short time. The taxes would be little 
worth to the gorernment. Great shocks 
would precede some terrible conTulsion* 
Of the two ways of bringing the system 
to a close, that of low-prices and cash-* 
payments is the safest for the goremment ; 
apd, therefore, Mr.^Spooner whs wrong, 
when he supposed, that by such a course 
of things the goternment would lose ita 
power. 

I 4m^ Sir, 

Yout liiM tfimii^i smrvant,. 
Wic. CoBBtTt. 
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Of the Causes of kit Bisiress* 



Mr. CoBiETT, — In yodr Letters to the 
Chancellor of Uie Cicliequer, you hava 
80 ably and justly ascribed the principal 
cause of the present low prices of the 
. produce of Agriculture* to be owing to 
the attempt to briog the falue of. the 
pound note to the standard of the guinea^ 
by withholding thf issue of bank paper, 
that 1 think most uniiirejudiced minds, 
pho a'tentively consider your arguments, 
must be convinced of the justness of the 
reasoning and the soundness of the con- 
clusions. But as several persons, placed 
in varied positions, see the same objects 
in different points of view, differing in 
form and appearance, although there is 
no alteration in the objects themselves, 
except what arises from the different 
position of the jipectators ; so the same 
truth or subject will be viewed in a dif- 
f^jrent lighty according as the Tarious 
habits^ 11 pinions, prejudices, and interests 
of mankind form or bias the judgment ; 
^ut the grand object and difficulty to ob- 
tain, is to discover Truth, which iil^l- 
fuately may be productive of benefltial 
tesulU. Ihe distress among the farmer! 
for want of money owing to the cheap- 
ness of grain, never I believe at any time 
was so great as at the present period. If 
a farmer has an abundant crop, it is worth 
but little tneney, and inakeshim no return 
in proportion or equal to the demands he 
haa to pay* The consequence is, that all 
those people who are dependent on pay- 
ment from bis returns, feel with him the 
want of money, as he cannot procure a 
sufficiency to satisfy them. In- fact, the 
farmer is now placed in a similar situation 
as we read the Israelites were, when in 
bon<(age to the Egyptians, who required 
them ip make and deliver the full tale of 
bricks without straw; and the farmers 
are now required to find money, but de** 
prWed of the means of obtaining it^ hy 
thci^ withhojdinjg & supply sufficient to 
secure to them a reasonable pdce for 
their compMsditiea. For If the amount of 
thf sfle of the farmer!s produce is not 
stt^dent to answer the demands on tho 
la^, aad aflford him i^ living, it is evident 
he.^on^ 1^ a loicr, aau those eonnected 
wiM|. hi^; anfl t^t holds universally. 
No W) as the Talae of agncultural produce 
is Miikonaa aferage to what it was about 



two yctrs agOj one half, it /olloirs that 
the pipltal, together with the annaal 
returns of all the com and sheep farms, 
more particularly throughout the kinj|^ 
dom, have sunk in the same proportion; 
so that a fitfdier, #ho two years ago was 
worth jflOpOorrfiOOO^nowfinds thesame 
stock only worth j£«000 ^r ifiSOO, and 
his returns dkninisbed in the same propor- 
tion/ If we take nn ateragc of the rcdUft« 
tioQ fn prices at oce.haif^ or one thirds 
&c. whatever proportion tlie reduction 
may be, so much aA is reduced^ so much 
capital or raluo is lost to the farmer. 
Suppose the value of the lands of the 
United Kingdom, two years since, to have 
been annually worth SO millions, a;aq 
the farming capital invested at 300 mil- 
iions, which is now reduced in value, say 
only one thiijd, there is a loss of 100 
millions of capital or value sustained by 
the land occujMers. AdmiUiog the farmers 
return their stock pnce a year, there is 
the same amount o( capital or value of 
100 millions taken out of the annual cir- 
culation of the country ; a diininution 
of bank paper to the amount necessary 
to represent, and circulate the above 
value, and a loss to tlpe bankers and 
lawyers, &c« in n^tnafiog.the circulation 
of so. large a sum of money. If an accu- 
rate data of the rental of the land of the 
United Kingdom, and the value of tho 
stock on it, and returns thr^e yearsago, 
could be ascertained, I believe the loss the 
land has sustained by the fall of produce, 
would far eiceed the above calculation* 
Is it to be wondered at than, that there 
is a universal €o;nplalnt o^the scarcity of 
money and thcw^nt of trade, when thj^ 
resources from which it is derived, arc 
cut off and dried up. Biiefides, when th^re 
was i 00 millions more capital or v^lue iir 
circulation,, it . enabled the farmers, an^ 
th^r dependants t.asp^qd ^¥>^ ^'^^^ ^^^^ 
trade^men^ to pay more tasef and duties 
to government, for paying \\k£i Iptei^st in 
the funds to the .stppkboJderfl^ Fo^ t^ 
must be Ttnwmbe^ed that the. fun4*. pro- 
duce nothing towards , p%yii|g.;in.Ml''est of 
itself |. the bankoi^ly rec^vc^ (ne/«,m9pi|^ 
of the revenue, and diatcibv^ ^% i.n half 
yearly payments, the lutcreat due to thil 
respecUve cUUnants i^ccfK^lffe. t^. thi> 
amount of their dit iaei;i^. Ti«*e^, Iv xi% 
sottr4« of re^^^, ^ ^^ dt^*^'** V?S^ *• 
fundT but wfeM-^lrtuitVi - i» aa^iVi^A Uo» 
the Wuco oi Und ^^V^^^ ' ^^^ 
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all daties directly enhance the price of 
everj commodity on which they are 
lefied, to its amount, and indeed more, 
and all taie.H indirectly hare the same 
tendency, although not so apparent, it 
n erident the higher they are, the more 
money is required to represent and cir- 
culate the increased raluc of every article 
of produce, consnmptidn, and use, as 
tirery thing becomes dear, and the demand 
for money increases. It is found, that a 
sufficient quantity of gold cannot be 
obtainetl to supply the current circulation. 
Resource is had to promissary notes, and 
gold, as long as they can be converted into 
things go on well ; but the moment that 
ceases to bt< the case, a virtnal depreciation 
ofthe I aper takes place^as the wants of go- 
Tern.Mentand taxes increase, and prices of 
things pri>gressive}y ri*e — More money, 
that is paper promissary notes, are re- 
qnin^ to be issued, nntil gold is totally 
banishetl from circulation. As the above 
process is continued, a progressive depre- 
ciation of the paper takes place, and a 
regular augmentation in the value of 
gold. As the taxes and notes increase, 
paper and gold are continually separating 
farther and farther asunder ; so that it is 
possible by aid of taxation, a paper sys- 
tem may be carried on until a pound 
note is not worth a shilling; or the price 
of a guinea may be raised equal in value 
to twenty.one pound notes, as the guinea 
has already been advanced to be worth 
twentv.eight shillings, or otherwise the 
pound note reduced in value to fourteen 
shillings. The attempt to bring the 
guinea down to twenty-one shillings, or 
raise the pound note to twenty, their 
original value, appears to be the principal 
cause of the present scarcity of money, 
low prices, and distress throughout the 
kingdom. But as it is impossible to recon- 
cile contradictions, neither can the guinea 
be reduced to twenty-one shillings, and 
the present revenue be paid. What occa* 
sioned its advani.^ to twenty-eight shil- 
lings ? Why the taxes having added to 
the value of all kinds ofjproperty, the 
seven shillings advance en the guinea, 
above the standard price, showed the in- 
creased value of every thing, as raised by* 
the present system of taxation, to be 
one third more than when gold was the 
original currency ; so that what twenty- 
doe guineas would formerly purchase, 
theO} of necessityy required twenty-eight 



pound notes to elfcct, and must continue 
so long as the present taxes remain, and 
are expected to be paid. Gold cannot be 
restored, unless, by taking oflf the taxes, 
&c. the guinea is brought back to its 
original value, or a sufficient supply of 
bank notes withheld (as farmers and 
tradesmen, to their sad cost, have expe- 
rienced,) without greatly injuring the 
value of all property thus, as above^ arti- 
ficially raised. As no more notes can be 
kept in circulation than are sufficient to 
exchange and represent the value of 
things, it is absolutety necessary there 
should be a sufficient and regular issue by 
the bank, to keep the value of property 
in a continued progression, as it has a 
constant tendency to advance, as the 
taxes augment. If the bank materially 
reduce the issue of notes, the public have 
comparatively little or no money left, 
neither paper or gold, to answer the pur- 
poses of commerce or pay the taxes. No 
wonder then when the paper is withheld| 
that prices come down, and there is an 
universal complaint of the scarcity of 
money. But let us remember we have 
a revenue of upwards of sixty millions 
a year to raise. When the money is 
gone or kept back, how is that to be 
paid ? or, what amounts to the same thing, 
when every kind of property is sinking or 
reduced to half its former value, where is* 
the money to be found to pay the revenue^ 
and satisfy the public creditor ? No whero 
but by lessening the expenditure, dimi- 
nishing the taxes, or again supplying the 
country with a fresh issue of paper, and 
thus, as far as possible, restoring things to 
their natural level and value, as measured 
and raised by the degree of taxation. 
The kingdom at present is similar tu an 
estate that has been let or mortgaged at a 
high rent roll, to its utmost value. There 
comes a sudden reduction of half in the 
price of produce; some of the tenants 
sustain the loss the first year, but can- 
not pay above half their former rents 
the second. From necessity the landlord 
or mortgagee must soon be reduced to 
accept of half the rent, more or less, acj 
cording to the reduction in the prices of 
produce ; and he has no remedy^ unless 
means can be devised to restore the value 
of produce, &c. to the prices when the 
farms were first let. Many farmers are 
already ruined, and most of the arablQ^ 
farmers are sinking of money. Thd manu^K 
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tacturers and tradestnen are compUinisg 
of the want of trade, and of the scarcity of 
money. If the present state of things 
continue much longer, the time may come 
when the stockholder mast pat up with 
the loss of half or part of his capital and 
income, as well as the farmer and trades- 
man. What remedies may be applied, to 
relicTe the country from its present finan- 
cial difficulties, remain for the wisdom of 
Piarltament to device. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Behnabd. 
UUeMmertK R^aimy, HmtMi Df*. SO, 1S15. 



RBMra>lES* 

Mb. Cobbett, — ^That the present times 
are critical is a truth which requires no 
demonstration; it begins to speak pretty 
feelingly to almost every man and woman 
in the country. They are not merely 
critical ; they are novel and alarming. 
I'he disease contracted by the war mania^, 
aftet* having raged with fierce exacerba- 
tion and virulence, for more than twenty 
years, now assumes that facief hippo^ 
craticay which, together with great pro- 
stration of stamina, and frightful decay of 
the very bones and sinews of the sute, be- 
gins at last to startle not only the far- 
mers, fund-holders, land-holders, place 
and sinecure holders, but even those d- 
devant slashing heroes, the yeomanry 
cavalry ! Those very Gripums and 
Cheatums who were so loud and so clama- 
rous for war, eternal war, war for every 
now shake their emptybeads, as, irith their 
hands in their half empty pockets, they 
cast a despairing look on the fallen 
bushel ; that bushel, which a few short 
year< back overflowed with port and 
claret ; that milk and hon^y of the land ; 
that bushel which, by a simple hocus 
<pocti9 of wary transformed the whole ge* 
Deration of clod-hopper^ into gentlefolks; 
that bushel of bushels, which, in the 
twinkle of an eye, had turned the social 
pillions into gigs, tandems and vis«a.vis ; 
gammer into madam ; th^ young louts into 
'squires ; and sent the rustic wenches 
from die dairy to the boarding-shool ! 
Jp?en the yeomanry cavalry, who were 
clothed with, blue, a^ Ezeklcl has it^ cap. 
tains and cornets clothed most gorgeously, 
horsemen rhlin^ upon horses ; even this 
yvotasanry cavalry, who so vidiantly bran*, 
dished their blades, outl^jmwling through 



their brazen helmets, the very Griputtts for . 
etemaly intermindble war^ begin now to 
cool wonderfully. ~ One would almost! ma- 
gine that they had put on their valour 
when they put on the Tions skin ; for bo 
sooner are they stript of their brass caps 
tind silver jackets, but there is an end at 
once to all manner of prancing, roaring, 
and clashing of swords! Yes, 8ir, the 
very devils of the British press, and their 
arch employers, (to speak in the language 
of Milton) seem now to contract them- 
selves into the smallest ^ize ; viewing, as 
far as devils ken, the dismal consequence 
of that war which they so heartily io^ 
mented with pufis, and brawls, and yells, 
and hurrahs, through the restless jaws of 
their groaning presses ; viewing the dis. 
mal, situation far and near, regions of 
sorrow, doleful plains, where peace at 
last is come too late. Hope hardly comet 
that comes to all ; but (axes without end 
still urge us, and an overwhelming debt, 
&c. &c. ; even these devils seem no lon- 
ger to bellow forth the advantages of war! 
Noy no ; they begin to feely as well as 
their beiterSy thit war has left a sting be- 
hind ; that thousands are reduced to beg- 
gary ; that thousands are hastening to the 
workhouse, &c. &c. The Budget, too, 
which, as war advanced, still held up to 
public view the advancing wealth, pros- 
perity and inexhaustible resources of the 
country, — ^what will the budget say now ? 
'Will what was prosperity yesterday, by a 
turn of the pen, be adversity to day? 

But what avails the downcast look, the 
folded arms, the long faces of farmers, 
land-holders, yeomanry and devils?—! 
fVkat good will all this do f ''Fallen 
Cqerubs I, to be weak is miseraWe ,•" in- 
stead of bemoaning so piteousfy over the 
ghastly corpse of departed happiness, 
which OUT glorious war has left behind • 
instead of brooding over the fall of grain^ 
and the disembodied honour of plumes 
sabres, whiskers and mustachios, and all 
the pomp and vanity of war; now silently 
reverting to the sombre unshotcey walks 
of common life and a peace establish- 
ment; why dtin'f yon put a shoulder to 
the wheel ? • Has twenty yenn bf feast- 
ing and dAmnfng the Jaco&ins rendered 
you too delicate, too spruce, too jemmV 
for such wt)i* ? If it has-, •the sooner y^ 
all return to yourselves and tb y^^ 
senses the better. IHtitefbtifh let ^^x. 
the sound- <)^^ * ^^^ b^ bte^^ ^^*y<sut 
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tiopses; let wadain rerert to her dowd 
and oaken table, and instantly kick ber 
/Coffee urns, chandeliers, carpets, settee^, 
adtomans, pier glanes, swing glasses, 
, auij»in^ glasses, and claret gfaises out of 
floors ; and the young ladies, instead of 
t>l>or(ing a. silken leg at a rigadoon, or a 
white arm at the piano, return at once to 
the more congenial churn and worsted 
stocking* l^alking of Remedies, Sir, wl\y 
efcn thil will be a Rem En y so far as it 
^oesv; a ftemedy of superior efficacy to 
many others that prima facia appear more 
important. Fur thuugh we do not agree 
in totOt, yet I am sure you will agree so far 
with me, that, under the crushing pres- 
sure^ of the times, wc shal) certainly have 
occasion I6r every stick, however small, if 
so be we may. by any me^n^ build us up a 
^pSX- to keep purselves afloat upon the stn- 
pendous surges of our bottomless J>ebt. 

In pointing out the remedies that ought 
to. be pursu^ for iheaUeviaiion of our 
Of lis, nothing must be neglected which 
may contribuie to the wished for end. 
The idea of partly bearing up uqder par 
load of taxation, by the rigid adoption of 
econooiy and retrenchment at home as a 
primary remedy, may nauseate the sto 
mach of our jpatienta — No matter — It is 
not to be rejected.oh that account. To far- 
mers, in particnlar, this plan is. strongly 
recommended ; thev have long laboured 
Vnder a plethora^ which would. have burst 
them, jjke the frog in the fable, had it cqo* 
tinned a few years long^^r. ,The eQecM 
of thia plethora were very singular — Ip a, 
vark^ty of cases they sihtjweil tlioniselves in 
catchet and glces^ roarings thumping the 
table, drinking aiul iox Imuinig ; at- 
tended wilh a preternatural lurgidity of 
the liver and lights, a grtat reduiitlency of 
ill humuurS} aud imcnoderatt: foulkhpess. 
But thn characteriiitic sign which almost 
invariably distiuguisbed this inlUmmatory 
d [Sense, was its Mrong tenJcuty to extin- 
guish every gentle fceliugj harden the 
heart, weaken ihcheiid, inOatetFi^ cafcase^ 
give an aukward strut to thp liiuhs, and 
. an intolerable atcivrh of vanity and osten- 
tation. Henqe the mode of treatment is ob- 
vloaai — bllitering, bleeding, caustics and 
.cathartics.; a pUtn regimen^ consisting of 
beans and bacon, plenty of pure water, 
and Siuall beer, ad libitum^ with mode- 
rate ^il> exercise at the plough ; though, 
liid^ed, the mere absprptipn prodnced 
;by the uiiresuUed cxhibitipn of house 



tax, property tax, window tax, paro- 
chiat ratesy and other well medicated 
taxes and rates, ad infinitum^ must needs 
produce considerable evacuations ! Yes, 
yes, they will sxccat you dozen a little 
— fto matter<-*Stick to a low regimcQ, 
always remembcrhig, by way of cheering 
up your ^pirits^ what Abraham very 
apropos observed to the rich man^ whoa 
he complained to hioi that times ucre 
changed^ and begged for a drop of water. 
Aye, aye, brother, said he, remember 
you have had your day; you have had 
your good (kings; when wheat was l5s. a 
bushel yott had your IwtHe then and your 
^o^f' yen did not call for water then ; let 
that comrprt ypn ; there is a time for all 
things. 

This principle of domestic oconomy, 
and voluntary etrenchment^ is only the 
basis of that sanative system which I mean 
to propose. But, to produce any solid 
benefit, it must become general ; .from the 
highest to the lowest, all must drink of the 
bitter drqft. Bitter indeed ; bi ter the 
necessity of being thus compelled to a 
state of rigid economy and temperance, 
after having so long given the reins to lux« 
uryand every inordinate appetite; after 
having, for twenty years, gorged voracj. 
ously on the good things o/»the war,*which 
at once exhilarated the spirits and ex- 
hausted the Tital powers. Before f enter 
upon the system of operative remedies^ it 
seems necessary to take a correct view of 
our situation ; tliough I really feel a \inid 
of horror whenever, impelled by circum- 
stances, I venture to look at the sum 
total of our evils full in the face; jet 
unless the precise extent of those evils be 
ascertained, it is . impossible to prescribe 
with any confidence. 

A THOUSAND MILLIONS!! Idon^t 
know how this may vibrate in your car^; 
in mine, it sounds like tfie crashing of the 
blue mountains in Jamaica, wien broken 
to pieces by the dreadful earthquake of 
1699, ait which time many went mad^ aod 
many died of fright. A thousand mi^« 
lions ; for, discarding fractions pro dr 
con^ I suppose th^ is about the amount of 
the Natiol^l Debt^ ( am not bec||ami(e 
enough to enter into any Quixotic project 
for paying qff this Debt.' A man who 
should stop forward, armed wilh all the 
boasted powers of the Sinking Fuiul, |o 
annihilate th^s n^onster, as times gp, 
would be as likely to succeed as Satan 
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yivkMy^whcii Mifton' makes- Mm rsise" hiaf 
tip^t to tt'li 'Deatit f hetvlvig fhat heK 
c^\ea/a, task ia others^ I'sliftll Utt sadisiicd if 
I can oontrirci so to faf'thtk enoroKMis 
wt^gftt opon tt>« fh^alders of tto nalion 
9Atb'fnflrk« it sit,' If no^ cinnfortiMy, mt 
l^a^ t<>lerahle. A ttianwbo'hilpj^ns to 
co^e ihtorthe WoHd stMMIed'irKlttiiegoirt, 
'4M* wtio dOBtntots the'dfeorflerbftfnUiiiig;' 
Hiid dtiuklpg, is a fobl Ifhefoes aAHrof io 
tearch of ucare; tethe woM^ be equally 
fooli^ii if) bectOM ke^espairs Ola €u#e, ll^ 
i^jeeteid^eiy UkBkn$ to miiigmte kis sitf^ 
ferings\ 

The next <^ject for e6t«$}d€ra4l6n h 
-what is termed the ^eaOE£sirXBf^s»MBNt ; 
or^ iti bther irdrds, fke ffmeti posmhte 
amvtuai turn reqali*6d ^r tb^ support of 
th^ s(a(is in all its rUnHfteations. 

B.A. 
" ■ i - ' '1 ■ ■ • i> ■ i . i ■ 

RoYJkL JBottovQtta. ' • 

.MR.€oa«BTT^t-^A8 I live itf.aj RoyBl 

Borough^ I have soDnetiaMsrliad tbe jeariiH 

sity^ tluragk 1 am bj ncmeans a deeprrea^ 



Hen, ba» iierbaMd na|e»^WHlhMi 4jl9^- 
ii/«A«M^ ^liag tU pn>grfia ^.mS^mtmt^ 
ffcr^moafr «Teiy ooma^r^ m iiumfv?* .itt 
these circutMftanoes^ itissn^ ^tHiAMfUMOiter 
of dmibty wbetber<tbe itreplMii o(tii«ro«i|^ 
hasyvriiaa ftiat,atiiattv^i(tei»im(|^^ of 
mWy lipeiKitaemmfatoto ^bemu^ie^ l«Jb«r- 
ij. < fiai9iliotee«er,.thf^qiifiS«ipQ>.qM0^;be 
detetoriinad^ ceaUdv-ki^itliMin^^ScilMilAd, 
«l)ieaBl, thaHiiKittis'oifttoi^MlUWmeiit 
ate thecevevaB.^f Atosfe^ithiob we^fiaMiial 

it aroald Appear, Jreaaall Abe i m i it Ka^ot af 
thik part ol ^e Unttfid. liiogdoj^y ^«bUe it 
.rtmaABe4iHiepcadeMt (ft otathe 'M^e^ds of 
'^.tba aidclei»"(dbwiiiraMls) fiibet Itfiat U- 
ben^ w as'.vokoawof to . sis JrgisUMlorS|. or 
«bat k wasitbeaiHttoiift <;ajie .oLaII Ukmo 
posseasesk t of jpovec^^tp paoTjiitt. ike jmail* 
(ost spa«k ofit from 'being lotaasUiMd.iiito 
ahe i cevBtrj.. As • jihe. iubabilMtS! of Ao* 
<itHq[tati4a;Scotiaad) aaiBeeU..a*ialoaivbBfe^ 
were^of ieofwsoy totgeABmiifaBa.to ,mcot in 
ithfeTBggtegiite, iavtka puapoaB.ofdeliber^ 
InfBad decidiDgiipaifrpiifal^iaftunyiiwas 
nBtsral aijd proper, thai tbej.sliould do 



person, to inquire a little Uito the origli^ 

of ^OBimBntties of ^at nator o^- -I find, I thii, 4kroa£^'^e common meriium of se* 



' tbai!«la^ost ^Yery -WrUer, wkd^bas'tiffatkl 
' the subject, gives itas -his opiaioti; that'Hie 
jorlgioal esiablishm'ent.of s^ieh niflitltetioosi 
was an erent faTonrable to liberty ; and I 
am willing to allow, that^ at the period of 
this.establislMiieBt, when the usarpations 
of thf» Feudal Barons bad arisen to such a 
p!tch, that f^ll those classes of society gene« 
rally silled " inferior,^* were redviced to a 
situation no better thao that of slav^ the 
^ction of communities, by which onaie-, 
roDS bodies of the people were collected to- 
gether, and bound by the poWiprfol tie of 
common danger^ was an excellent measure 
for the iaraiediate nesisiancetof oppressioB* 
But theinfloence of the SoTereigB^inaU the 
oOutKries of Europe, increased ^in propor- 
tion as that of the {feat Barcms was dimi- 
nished. From^Mf<)ur Grace" " and " Tour 
Highness '% they preceded by gradual 
steps, to « Your Majesty '» and ^' Your 
SMcred Majesty.^' The power of tlie 
Barons, whipb if as supported only by di- 
rect force^ and that in its. most disgu^^og 
akap%' wOvAdv in alt probability, have (ail- 
•B to decay, iludei' the gnuhial progress of 
knowledge aiid ^ci? ilizatToh ; but the power 
^iB^iarfbytko Crown, which, in addition to 
the ageney of force in a slUl greater tdo«| 
gree was strengthened and stayed by the 
«f^4^atable, though not less dangerous 
iB|iBdirata^#f oMcft Hmtoii^ j^uA^m^ 



in^BSBulatton.. 'But it.^i^vld. .bar?. been 
>dikigerotts, |>erhaps, to the power, by 
^%lchjjbrit$ ovm\9qfst^ gi^if t^ggrvndite^ 
menty Boroughs were created,4o hate esta- 
blished this representation upon the pbTi« 
oils principles of freedom. I nstea^^ there- 
fore^ of allowing t)io.iB)i|d:)itants to choose 
bdA (to ehange their own representa- 
tites, or Town Gouncil, by which nKBana 
the general voice mu$i have decided 
OYery. questtc^u ajSfciipg ;t)i4, public weal^ 
it Is the invariable sysleai) that the 
members of Cotincil choose ihekf own mu 
OBsson. Que cQU8.equence of tjiis is, that, 
^/Wiib th^^y^pilou. of one qt 4w5) jeadiog 
measbors, ^e Council is universally chosen 
from those Individuals in the jjtojfoughp 
"Who, from the poverty of their oironOi* 
ft^ncos, or the hdsignificance of their cha» 
ractecs, ^re r^dy to do as they are bid i 
It being a standing rule to admi^no pMAon 
who ** thl*ks far himself." Atiotber eon* 
seq;ueBce is, that the leader of a litction 
having got possession of power, iB^y k^ 
itas loB^as he choosea,let Ma pn^UciOOB* 
dffct be v^hat it may, by electing ©ajy iy[g 
iBlatloiis and dopeudantSj, the mbBbitaota 
or the Borough, In general, >an^\^ 
the avsteei abo^rc expValned, no ^^^^ ^ 



him and Ies a»soai*4«>^. JL 
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the candidates hare to deal only with 
ene or two persons. The^ leader of the 
day may be secured by the procaring or 
• the promise of a snng birth, something 
like a sinecvre, in the customs, or any 
other branch ohT what is called the public 
service ; and it has scarcely ever been 
known,- that a set of Scotch Borooghs in 
choosing their representatire in the Na- 
tional Parliament, have not giren the pre- 
ference to the candidate, who could hold 
out the fairest prospect of ministerial 
fayour and adrantage, to ^e leading 
members. I hare hitherto spoken only of 
those evils, vrhich are naturally inherent 
in the very constitution of Scotch -Bo- 
roughs. A Tariety of others seem to 
have CTcpt id, during the lapse of time, 
which could not possibly be in the con-* 
temptation of the original founders. Of 
these latter evils the greatest seems to be 
the interference of powerful noblemen or 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood with the 
^affairs of the communities. It is quite a 
common thing for one of these noblemen 
or gentlemen, after having, by the means 



before-mentioned, gained tlie leader of a 
Town Council for the time, to regulate, 
with ample and undivided Sway, the 
whole public affairs of the Borough. Nay, 
eren this does not always content him. 
By way of rendering ^' assurance doubly 
sure," it is no unusual thing for him, to 
cause his own creatures^ his agentn and 
footman, and perhaps himself, to be 
chosen members of the couucH, though 
tiley may not live within .many miles qf 
the Borough. It often happens by pro- 
ceedings such as this, that one half of the 
members of a Town Council are strangers 
in the very place, of whose iuhabitants 
tiiey ought to be the representatires ; and 
Boroughs, instead of being what they were 
originally, barrieas against the usurpatioa 
of the feudal nobles, are thus rendered 
convenient weapons in their hands, for 
maintaining their influence in the na- 
tional representation, and securing the 
degradation and debasement of the people 
in general.— Yonrs, &c. 

A Little Saovkbcpeb. 
AherfelOy, iSi Deremb^, 1815- 
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Amsterdam 37 SB^U 
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FaWs 1 Day's Date t4 10 

lllMo • $*90 2V, 

, Bourdeaus • • jS4 ^0 

Frankfort on the Main 14Q Ex. Mo. 

Madrid .... 36 effective 

Cadi« 8!4 effeetife 

Barcetona 35 
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LoN DOE. Friday 5. 

Bilboa > 36i 

StSeUfttiau 35 

Corunna ' 35 

Gibraltar 3£ 

Leghorn • • * •• * 49 

Genoa 46{ 

Venice «5 

Malta I 

Naples 

Palermo 



Oporto 

Rio Janeiro • 

DnMio 

Cork*.«»^*« 



49* ' 

41 1 

118 -per oc 

58| 

64 

15 pcrCnt. 

15 
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TO 

Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 

J?]^ the effecl of Taxation with regard to 
the creating of paupers and the debas* 

' vtg of a people^ an illustrated by the 
prices of food and of labour and by the 
farming expences^ in the American Re- 
publici compared with those in England, 

Peckham Lodge, Jonfory 11, 1816. 
; Sir, — It is now about fopr years since, 
during a conversation on the effects of 
Taxation oo a people at large, that the 
following qu(!stion arose : whether the 
labour, absolutely necessary to be per-' 
formed to maintain men in civil society ^ 
-'SBOuld be pefformedy if the labourers^ 
taking (hem in general, zpere not com- 
'^f ELLCD to zcork by the feeling or dread of 
^immediate want. Your opinion, from 
ivhich 1 rather dissented, was in the affirm- 
• .^fe. You obserTed, that it was a no- 
tion, inculcated bj despots ami their 
'ibettors, that nu'n most be kept upon tha 
YCrge of starvation to insure their steady 
application to labour ; and you insisted, 
that the dread of want was a weaker in- 
'ducement to labour than the hope of ac' 
Squiring property and independence. In 
'the course of the present letter I shall be 
able to produce th^ most^omplete proof 
of the correctness of this your opinion ; 
l)ut, my main object is, to lay before you 
and before the public a strong, and, I be- 
liere, unquestionable proof, that pan- 
f}9ri*m and erimee are the natural off-^ 
ispring of heavy taxation. 

Upon more than one occasion ^ it has 

been shown, and, as I thought, clearly 

shown, that taxes must ineTitably make a 

few rich and many poor ; and, that the 

Motion, so often inculcated by Uiose who 

jfaiten on the taxes, that ^^ like dews col- 

'-*^ lected In the eloud, they returned oYcr 

*' the land In showersj*^ was fallacious. 

But, still, whatever arguments were made 

Qsaof to combat this notion, there wanted 

facts upon the subject. We had, indeed, 

the facts, that the increase of iheitaapers 

jand of the crimes had kept an exact pace, 

1 



in England, with the increase of taxation. 
We could trace poverty, misery, igno« 
ranee, and crimen pretty clearly to this 
source ; but, still there wanted such facts 
as I have now at my command. 

In the month of August last, I wrote to 
a friend in Philadelphia, Mr. John Mor- 
gan, whom 1 name, because I will leave 
no doubt as to the authority on which I 
proceed, to send me answers to a number 
of questions. Mr. Morgan, who is an 
Englishman, is a man in trade, and a per- 
son on whose report I can place perfect 
reliance, haring known him intimately for 
twenty years. The information required 
was stated by me to be intended to be 
publicly used ; and, as it included many 
he^ds belonging to country affairs, I re- 
quested him to apply, in those cases, to 
some mutual friends of ours, who are per- 
sons of landed estates, and some of whom 
cultivate their own land. The paper, 
containing my questions, has been re- 
turned to roe with the answers required* 
I shall her6 insert a copy of the whole 
of the paper, as it stands filled up by Mr. 
Morgan ; but, previously I must make a 
remark or two as to the relative value of 
the money or currency, of the two coun- 
tries. 

Pt^>er IS, at present, the currency in 
both countries. The Americaa paper is^ 
in a letter of Mr. Morgan accompanying 
the answers to my questions, stated to be 
18 per centum under the ralue of its uo- 
minal amount in real dollars. One of oar 
Bank Dollars, which is not so good as a 
Spanish Dollar, passes for 5s. 6c/. here, 
though the Spanish Dollar is, in sterling 
money, worth, at most, no more than 4s. 
6d. So that, upon the whole, the paper- 
currency of America is in much about the 
same state of depreciation as ours is at this 
time. Be it observed, however, thit this 
has little to do with the main poiuta, to 
which I wish to draw your atteution; 
namely, the price of food, compared Vitli 

on a farm, ,-<>-^'?ir%ou^^^^^^ 
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Dollars and Cents. The*Cent is the hun- 
dredih part of a Dollar. 1 will insert 
the answers just as I have received them, 
and will add the average price, in our 
own present currency, in a separate co- 
lumn, Idoking upon the Dollar in America 
to be equal to 5*. of our currency, not, 
however, thinking it worth while to be 
nice to a mere fraction. In the case of 
the farming cxpences, I thought best to 
point my questions to one particular 



farm ; a farm every inch of which I was 
well acquainted with ; the proprietor of 
which I well knew ; in order that, when 
I came to make use of my information, I 
might be able to speak with more confi- 
xlence and in a manner more circumstan- 
tial. 

Having thus premised, I will first insert 
the paper, and then solicit your attention 
to the remarks which I have to make upon 
it. It IS as follows : 



QVESTIOI^S. 

What are the usual wages of a' labouring man in a I 

farm-house, per year? • • J 

What is the daily pay of a harvest man ? • 

What it the usual wages of a woman servant in a farm- ) 

house, per year ? S 

What is the price of a pretty good cow, 4 years old ? • • 
What is the price of a pietty good cart-horse, 4 yrs. old? 

What is the price of a good new farm-waggoo? 

What is the price of a good new farm cart ? 

What is the whole number of acres of James Paul's ) 

farm? S 

How many acres of ploughing land ? • • ". 

How many of orchard ? 

How many of meadow? 

How many of woods ? •' 

What is the amount of all the direct taxes he pays to i 

the government in a year) J 

What is the amount of \m Poor Taxta in a year ? 

How many bnitliela of wheat grow, on an avorage, on I 

an acre of well-prepared iand ? J 

What is the common price of a bushel of wheat ? 

How many busliels of Iiidiaa corn grow upon an acre 7 

ofland? J 

What ii the usual price per busliel ? 

What is the price of a ba€iw\ of malt ? 

What is the pay, per day, of a jonroeynian carpenter > 

at Philadelphia? S 

What it t|ie pay, per day, of a journeyman bricklayer > 

at Philadelphia ? S 

What is the pay, per day, of a journeyman printer at? 

Philadelphia ? S 

What is the price of a pound of Mutton at Philadelphia ? 

, of a pound of Beef? 

of a pound of Butler ? 

of a Turkey? 

......»«•..... . of a Goose ? 

of a Fowl? 

• • • of a gallon of good Ameritran titer ? . . 

• • of a gallon of good French Drandy ? 

• of a gallon of good West India Kum ? 

' of a pound of middling lump Sugar ? 

of a pound of white powder Sugar ? 

of a pound of brown powder Sugar?' 



ANSfVERS. 




140 Dollars 

^ I Dollar to 125 Cents, i/^ 
i found in food and %«or • • S 

51 Dollars 



40 to 60 Dollars 
ao to 90 Dollars 
100 Dollars • . . • 
50 to 40 Dollars 



^60. 

175. 
10 . 
30 . 
45 . 



f^ok at Book sent you 

S7 Dollars • 

20 

1(52 Cents H ± Dollars 
«0to«5 



1 Dollar, in the field, this Aill 
195 Cents 



150 Cents • 
i Dollars - 



iftO Cents • 



6 Cents to 10 Cents* ••• 
8 Cents to 16 Cents- ••• 
31} Cents to 37| Cents. 
75 Ctots to 250 Cents . 

50 Cents to 100 Cents- - 

51 Cents to 125 Cent^** 

40'C€nt8. 

250 Cents > 
iWDCenUJ 
42 Cents •• 
33 Cento •• 
{3Ceoto •• 



First Proqf. 



AVBRAGE in 

English 

MONEY. 

£ ■. 4. 

35 O 



5 7i 



13 



12 10. 

21 5 

25 

8 15 



6 15 O 



8 



5 
6 S 

7 6 



O 10 



7 6 



H 
8 
9 
9 
10 

6 

1 

H 
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QUESTIONS. 


ANSWERS. 
Vt C^nts ••••••••• 


ATBRAOEfn 

ED^Ibh 

MONEY. 

£ u d. 
1 44 
10 
1 64 
10 




16 Cents •••• 




3 i Ceott • •••• 




2 Dollars • 




j5 CenU 


13 
1 44 




I 


28 Cents 


How many people have been liaof ed in PiiUadelpbia, 




•iore I wan thf re. in 1799 ? 







What new light, Sir, the bare perusal • 
of this list throws on the most abstruse < 
and most interesting questions of political '; 
economy I 7W necks only, stretched, in 
ihe course of Xbyears^ in a city now con- 
taining, perhaps, 200,000 inhabita a ts, ex. 
dttsire of the extensire and popolous 
leountry, of which that city is the capital ! 
Compare this, ye eulogists of taxation 
and the borough system ; compare this 
with the hangings in London, and either 
IDonfess, that yon delight in death, or that 
you^ at last, have some feelings of shame. 

But, Sir, to this seemingly wonderful 
fiict the preceding and following £acts 
lurnish a solntion. In one line we are 
told, that the journeyman carpenter re- 
ceives 7s. 6d, a cfey ; and, in the next, 
that malt is 6s. 3d. a bushel. So that here 
is a journeyman of a rery common trade, 
only one remove aboye a common la- 
bourer, who cams a bushel of malt a day, 
and 1 s. dd. over. Such a man, to become 
a thief, must have thierisbncss bred in his 
bones. The pay of the jonmeyman car- 
penter in London is about 4k. a day. 
Here he cannot earn more than about 3 
gallons of malt, with nothing over. Id 
Philadelphia he can earn more than 21 
pounds of mutton a day ; in London only 
pounds. There 14 pounds of beef a 
day; here 5 pounds. There about 40 
pounds of bread ; here about ^2 pounds. 
There a ^ne large turkey, and have 9d. 
left ; here about half a turkey. • There 
almost four gallons of beer ; here not 
more than 2 gallons. These 3 quarts of 
best Jamaica rum ; here not, I suppose, 
much more than one pint. 

But the important facts, those facts, 
which, with their illustrations, wUl bring 
us to as close quarters with the borough- 
mongers as a Noble Lord wished to be 
brought with the reformeis, are those 
which relate to far4n exponcfis* You will 



perceive, Sir, that Mr. Paul's farm con- 
sists of 260 acres of land, the acre being 
the same as our statute acre. I have one 
particular farm of 250 acres. Now, what 
I am going to exhibit here is, the out. 
going of our two farms, as far as labour 
attd direct taxes go; and herein to show, ay 
dear as day-light, I think, the real cause 
of pauperism and degeneracy. I shall 
suppose the two farms to be of equal 
goodness as to their quality of producing. 
X have 20 acres of wood more than Mr, 
Paul ; I hare less meadow ; and, while I 
hare about a quarter of an acre of or* 
chard, he has 10 acres, out of which, as 
he wrote to me about seven years ago, he 
made 60 hogsheads of cyder in one year. 
Mine is a common old English farm- 
house; his an excellent square stone 
house, with sash windows, four rooms on 
a floor, and even the ground-floor, except 
the kitchen, boarded. Add to this, that 
his farm lies within eleven or twelve miles 
of Philadelphia, near one of the great 
roads to New York; Howerer, the re. 
lative value of the farms is not of much 
consequence in this case ; the chief object 
being to show what portion of the ex^ 
pences of eaeh goes to the labourer and 
what portion into any other channel. My 
expenees consist of labour, poor-tax, 
Uthes, property^tax, window*tax, horse* 
tax, house^tax, and dog.tax, the indirect 
taxes being left out of the question, they 
being paid, in both cases, in the price of 
the commodities which we consume* Uts 
expenees consist of ktbohT, poor^tax^ and 
direct'4ax paid to tU^.tfe»erai govern* 
meat, on account of the war. Road 
taxes are not to^ he reckoned, because, 
though I pay a «reat deal more than he, 
on this account, it is so much Uid out 
for my own benefit. Mr; Morgan refers 
me, for an account of the direci^ux to a 
book, which ^»"^" «^«^^";*^ but which 
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is not come to hand. The whole of this 
tax, in the United States, amounted last 
year to 6 millions of dollars, or 1 } mil- 
lion of our present money. Apparently 
it had not been collected of Mr. Paul 
Mrhen the foregoing inquiries were made. 
It is now proposed, I see, to reduce It one 
half immediately, in consequence of the 
peace. But, taking the war-standard 
there as well as here, I shall suppose the 
6 millions to be in train of collection now, 
and, upon that ground, I will estimate 
Mr. PauPs direct tax at GO Dollars, or 
15 pounds of our money. This is, 1 
should suppose, oYer doing it very largely ; 
but the difference cannot be very ma- 
terial. 

With regard to the quantity of labour 
tiecessary to the proper cultivation of the 
two farms, there can be very little differ- 
ence. 1 will, thexefore suppose, that we 
each of us employ, all the year round, five 
labourersi at full wages. This is not the 
case. Sometimes I have more and some- 
times less. So it must be with him. He 
used to labour himself, and that was 
worth two men. He has a son wdrth four 
such men as some that I have had the mi- 
sery to see. Supposing the five men on 



both sides, to be all fed and lodged in the 
house. We will leave the cost of the 
board and lodging out of the question too, 
because that must keep pace with the 
price of farm produce, and, it so happens, 
that the bushel of wheat there, at the 
date of Mr. Morgan's letter (lOth No. 
vember last) was, as nearly as possible, 
the price of the bushel of wheat here at 
and about Michaelmas, when our farm 
servants were last hired. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Paul pays his man by 
the year 140 Dollars, or £ZS of our 
money; and I know of no farm servant^ 
hired into the house last Michaelmas, at 
higher wages than 10 pounds for the year. 
I believe, that you will find, if yon in- 
quire, that the average waces were mucl| 
under this mark ; but, 1 know of one 
man hired at 10 pound, and, therefore, I 
will take our general wages at that amount. 
In such a farm each must, to perform 
all the female part of the work, hare 
two women servants ; and the wages of 
ours would be now, I suppose, not more 
than £S \0s. each, while the wages of 
Mr. Paul's would be, as we have seen, 5% 
dollars, or ;^13 each. Our expencea, 
then, will stand thus : 



His 

5 Men at 140 Dollars, or 352. < 
sW(mieiiat]52 



•175 
. S6 



Laboor* eiclutive of board ^ 201 

PoorTax TOO 

DirectTax ....^ 16 O 



MINE 

6MenatlOL..^ 50 

f Woineu at .U 10< 7 



J^ttS O 



Labour, ezclutivc of board ^57 

PoorTax 87 5 

l»ropertyTax 43 l7 6 

AMCMed Tkx ou Horses, &c. • 15 10 

Tytlies 35 o 



d:tS9 1« 6 



Thus, you see. Sir, that this American 
farmer's aepences are much about the 
aame as mine. I am, in this respect, as 
well ofi" as he. He can make no more 
of his farm than I can of mine, unless he 
exceed me in skill and industry, or, un- 
less he labour himself; and, then, of 
course, all his skill, industry, and labour, 
are to bexharged in the amount against 
him, seeing that they would bring their 
value^ if emplofed in any other way. 
But (and you will have perceived the jet 
of the illustration long enough ago), his 
expenditure is almost wholly in labour; 
mine almoet wholly in taxei. Hit expen« 



diture goes to make little fortunes for 
those who till his land ; mine to support 
armies and navies, to maintain, on the 
one hand, splendour and dignity, and, 
on the other, to preserve from actual 
starvation those who can labour no 
longer, or whose labouring parents and 
husbands have died without being able 
to leave them the means of satisf)'ing the 
calls of hunger and thirst. 

If my labourer, with his 10 pounds a 
year, be able to purchase clothes, and to 
defray the other little expences of the 
year, so is the American labourer with 
10 of his pounds^ and then he has 25 
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pounds to sare. This, Sir, is something 
like a " saving bank /'* At the end of 7 
years of labour, the latter is a man of 
property ; the former still a poor labour- 
ing man, who, if he make shift with con- 
stant health, to keep from the poor-house 
to the age of fifty, can seldom do it be- 
yond that period; and, if he has a family, 
they all become paupers cren while the 
jGither is yti in hjs youth. 

The difference in the lot of the la- 
bourers of the two countries is in no 
degree to be attributed to the will, or the 
disposition, of the employers ; but solely 
to the difference in the demands of the 
two goTernments, made upon those em- 
ployers. No more than a moderate 
profit can, from the effects of compcti- 
lion, and, indeed, from the lery nature of 
things, remain, upon an average^ to any 
description of employers in the ordinary 
callings of life. All beyond this must, 
and ever will, be taken away by some- 
body. If the go?ernment, or the church, 
or the. pauper, does not take it away, the 
labourer will take it away. But, if the 
former take the greater portion, the 
latter must take the less ; and, in what- 
«Ter degree the demands of the former 
rise, the portion of the latter must fall ; 
till, at last, he has pared down eren be- 
yond what is barely necessary io sustain 
animal life, and, then, to preyent him 
from expiring, an addition it made him 
in the shape of parish relief, which as you 
well know, is the case in almost every 
parish in the kingdom. What, then, be- 
comes, Sir, of Burke's eulogy on taxes, 
when he called them '^ the dews of snper- 
'< fluity, drawn up by the sun of govern- 
^^ ment, to be sent back In showers to 
'* fertilise and bless the country ?" Much 
more apt would his figure hare been, if 
he, In drinking the wine, bought with his 
pensiony had said : ^ Come ! here go the 
<< sweatand blood of the labourer." 

The poor taxes in America are employ. 
ed to relieve persons who fall into mis^ 
fortune^ who want add^ either from sick- 
ness, or som^ accident I and, indeed, 1 
belieTe, that the greater part of the sums 
thus raised, go to assist persons to get out 
of a state of povertif. And then the sum 
is so small, when compared with the 
amount of labour. Thus, you see, that 
If r« Paul's poor taxes amount, in a year, to 
only one fifth of the wages of one labourer; 
wherMS mine amount to the whole wages 



of nearly nine labourers^ or, io forty five 
times as much as his poor taxes, compared 
with the amount of labour on both sides^ 
Is it any wonder that our country is filled 
with wretchedness? Is it any wonder, 
that almost the whole of our labourers 
are paupers, when we see^ that of the pro- 
duce of the land so large a portion is 
taken away by the government, and so 
small a portion left to those who till that 
land, and who perform (he other labours 
of the country ? It would be the same as 
to all trades and callings, if we were to 
push our inquiries into them. We should 
every were find the master tradesman so 
hardly pressed by the tax-gatherer as to 
be obliged to pare <^.own his journeymen 
as close as possible } and, we should trace 
the journeyman and his family to the 
poor-house through the same chain of 
causes that impel the labourer and his 
family to the same miserable end. 

Mr. Benett, of Pitt-Ilouse, in Wilt- 
shire, said upon his oath before a com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, that, 
in his parish, they allowed to each person 
in a labourer's family the price of a gallon 
loaf a zDeek^ and Sd, over. A gallon loaf 
weighs 81b. lOoz. So that here is only a 
pound and a quarter of bread a day for 
each poor creature, one, at least, of whom 
is to work from morning 'till night. 
Here is neither meat nor clothes nor fuel 
nor bedding, except as much as each 
creature can buy with 3d. per week. 
And yet. Sir, It is to creatures like these 
that people are proposing to give learn-- 
ing! 

As the miseries of the people have in- 
creased crimes have increased, and people 
have taken it Into their heads, that the 
want of education^ as they call It, is the 
cause of crimes. Hence all the School 
and Bible schemes. Granted that igno~ 
ranccy properly so called, is one of the 
parents of crimes; but, the parents of 
ignorance are porerty and misery, and as 
these spring, and ever must Spring, from 
that taxation, which leaves the labourer 
no encouragement to be industrious and 
no means of husbanding earnings, it is all 
in Tain to attempt to enlighten his mind^ 
while the load of taxation remains. The 
innumerable thefts committed on our 
farms, against which no vigilance and no 
locks and bars can P^ot^J^'. «/ 5 the cheat- 
ings, thelow cunning, the/ia,en^^, of the 
labouring clas*e«. the pilferings of ser- 
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tants, the meanness, the shameless base- 
ness of all (he tribe of coach drivers, 
waiters, chambermaids, porters, &c. All 
these arise from the same cause. Their 
employers are unable to pai/ them suffi- 
ciently for their labour^ because the de- 
Inamls of the government upon the em- 
ployers take away so large a part of that 
which AFould otherwise go to reward la- 
bour. This is the great cause of the de- 
generacy of the people; this is the great 
source of all sorts oi ciimcs* and, while 
fhis cause exists, School and Bible Socie- 
ties will labour in vain. It is hunger 
joined to a meanness of soul engendered 
by an origin and a life of misery. All 
the institutions for charitable purposes, 
the Societies for the suppression of vice, 
for the relief of (he distressed, for giving 
premiums for industry, for the forming of 
^^ Saving Banks :^^ these, and scores of 
others that exist, are mere expedients for 
the mitigafmg of the evils of heavy tax- 
ation ; and, if Mr. George Rose were to 
Upply the amount of his salaries and sine- 
ctires to the paying of a couple of hun- 
dred of labourers, at the rate that my 
friend Ja^es Paul pays his labourers, hJe 
Would soon see that his time might be 
better employed than in writing pam. 
phlets about ^^ Saving Banks^^^ which are 
benevolently intended to receive, aud put 
out to interest, the surplus earnings of 
poor creatures, whose allowance is a 
pound and a quarter of bread a day and 
3d. per week over. 

I have said, that it makes no difference 
to i\ke farmer whether his expences con- 
sist of taxes and tythes, or of wages to 
labourers. But, I must beg to be under- 
stood as speaking here of a difference 
tnerelj/ pecuniary y merely as relating to 
his profit ; for, in other respects, the dif- 
ference is very great indeed. In a money 
point of view, it is no.diiTerencc to me, 
whether I pay the parson and the govern- 
ment and \is justices (for they have a con- 
troul over my poor taxes) so many pounds 
in the year, or whether I pay these pounds 
to my labourers; but, if the labourers 
had the money it would be a much plea- 
santer life for me, seeing that I should 
then have to do with a very different sort 
of men, to say nothing of the pain which 
a heart almost of stone must experience, 
in the contemplation of misery so com- 
plete. Besides, that which I paid to my 
labourers could not possibly be used to 



bear against my own liberties, and could 
not be expended in any of those various 
ways, which tend to keep the man who 
pays, and who does not receive, taxes^ 
lower in the scale of society than he 
otherwise would be. 

Even noblemen and gentlemen of large 
estates are in (his way affected by ti« 
taxes. That which you, for instance, pay 
to the government and the church (for, in 
this view of the matter, it is all the same} 
you cannot have to pay to your servants 
and tradesmen. I agree, that, as to mere 
money you would be no gainer by the 
change. But, would you not rather give 
an additional j^30 a year to your groom 
than to give that j(? 30 to the tax-gatherer, 
who hands it over to the governments- 
Would you not rather see your gr^om, 
or your huntsman, in his old age, a man 
of property, and his family well settled 
in the world, than give the means of ef- 
fecting this to support those whom you 
know nothing of ? Would you not rather 
see your hall, like the hall of your foi*e- 
fathers, the crowded scene of feasting and 
mirth, than give away, into strange 
hands, as you now are compelled to doj 
the means of supporting this formerly 
amiable characteristic of an English gen- 
tleman's mansion ? In short, would yoa 
r.ot rather have the spending of your for- 
tune yourself, than yield up two-thirds 
of it to be spent by somebody else, and, 
perhaps, for purposes of which you wholly 
disapprove ? 

There is a strange notion prevailing in 
England, that society, in America, is yet 
in a rude state ; that the American is, and 
must be for some time, an unpolished 
nation ; that, when they become polished^ 
and when great riclies are accumulated by 
individuals, they will have as much pau- _ 
perisni and as many crimes as we have ', 
and, that ours has only been the unavotd^ 
able progress of civilizalioH and r^ne^ 
ment. If this were true, it would be im- 
possible to deny^ that, during this king'» 
reign, we have made a most wonderful 
progress in the sublime arts of polishing 
and refining) seeing that, since 1760, the 
paupers have increased r hundred-fold. 
But, Sir, if I look back to the days of 
PopCy I do not perceive thtit there t6 
much proof of an increase of the qoftfttity 
of the highest of talent. If) by polish and 
refinement^ are meant hypocrisy in all its 
various branches^ wc have certainly ar- 
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fiyed at the pioiiacle. But, as to the 
Americans being in a rude state, on what 
is the notion founded^ Their dress, their 
amusements, their manner of eating and 
drinking, areso much like ours, that, were 
it not for the absence of beggary, misery, 
and filthy streets, a nian dropped down 
in an American town would imagine him- 
self still in England. There is no science, 
no art, known in England, which is not 
studed and practised in America, and, in 
numerous instances, with greater success 
than ia Englaiid. Their courts of jus. 
tice hare the same forms ; law is admi- 
nistered in the same manner ; in many 
cases it is the same law- la matters of 
commerce and navigation the Amcricins 
almost equal us, and are a in fair way 
of surpassing us; and as to the affairs of 
war, whether by land or by sea, they ha?e 
made us feel, and they have convinced all 
the world, that they want no lesson from 
any body. 

Where, then, are we to look for these 
marks of comparative rudeness ? Not in 
the speeches made in the Congress ; not 
in the Notes and other papers of their 
diplomatic Minrsters ; for, as to these 
latter, it makes one blush for one's coun- 
try to view their vast superiority. Is it 
in their friendly and dignified deportment 
towarrds foreign nations ; in the wisdom 
and gentleness of their government and 
laws; in the peaceable behaviour of their 
citizens ; in the absence of crimes, and in 
the want of rotien boroughs and a '^ new 
drop ;" is it in any, or in all, of these, 
that we are to look for proofs of this al- 
ledged rudeness? 

So far, Sir, from its being true, that 
the Americans are in a mass, compared to 
us, In a rziefo state, the very contrary is the 
truth. In America there are none of those 
brogues, or dialects, which distinguish 
Scotch and IrisH and English and York- 
firemen and Wiltshiremen and Cock- 
neys from each other. These cease with 
the emigrant, whose children all speak 
good, and correct English. In America 
reading and writii^, and something be- 
yond merely these, are universal. The 
American farmer has other charms under 
his roof besides those attending his hos- 
}HtaKty. He can converse with you upon 
almost any subject. The Bible alone docs 
not form his library. He comes in from 
the heat of the ^un, stripped to his shirt, 
takes down a volume of his encyclope- 



dia, or some book of science, travels, 
history, law, politics, or poetry. When 
he has rested himself, he returns to his 
fields or his }ard. There is no law of 
his country, no regulation which he does 
not understand ; no right that he possesses 
that he does not know how to go to work 
to defend ; no public question in which 
he does not feel a lively interest, and as 
to which he is not able to express his 
opinion. I must he understood, of course, 
to speak with exceptions. There are 
stupid men in all countries. But, as a 
general description, I pledge myself for 
the truth of what 1 have here said, with 
the expectation that, in less than four 
months, this letter will find its way to 
every part of the country, of which I am 
speaking, and with very powerful reasons 
not to be looked upon, in that country, 
as a dealer in falsehoods, and more espe. 
cially as a flatterer. 

Well, then, Sir, if what I have here 
stated be true, wUl not you, with all your 
still. unshaken attachment to Old England 
(and which, after all, I cannot retrain 
from participating with you); with all 
the sorrow that you must feel at seeing 
distant regions carry off the fruits of the 
talents, the labours and the sufferings of 
Sidney and of Tooke, will not your 
rising envy be stifled by that generosity 
which will make you exclaim, ^^ blasted 
" be the man who would destroy the har- 
" mony and freedom of such a people,*' 

As to the effect of great individual for- 
tunes on the liberties and moral state of 
the Americans, such fortunes already t\^ 
i%t^ and have long existed. There are 
men in America worth half a million of 
pounds sterling each. But, as these riches 
have not been derived from taxes ^ they 
have not impoverished and degraded any 
part of the community iu their accumula- 
tion ; and as it is impossible that they 
should be employed in the purchase of 
Boroughs^ they do not appear to be dan. 
gcrous to public liberty. The Edinburgh 
Reviewers flatter themselves, that those 
rich merchants will, in time, become the 
Lords of the country; and, they tell us, 
that our government ought to coneiliate 
their friendship before hand. These >viso 
critics know, or appear to know, very 
little about the matter. They 8*^«^"\;.^''y 
uneasy at the existence ^ ^ «'*''' u con" 
cracy. They ^[f ^^^^^ous to sec it con 
^erti into a »«ore rffgm^^ «-^-^ 
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■with ^^ a great bodtf of aristocracy ^ able 
*'' to protect the people against the throne, 
^^ and the throne against the people." In 
short, they itch all over to see a list of 
** Royal Burghs" in America. I dare 
say the Americans will be much obliged to 
them for their anxiety; but, 1 am Tsry 
sure, that they will think themselves 
better protected by their power of choos- 
ing their own public servants, than they 
would be by any *^ great body of Nobles," 
even ii imported from Scotland, and if 
Mr. JtFFRCY iiimself were to go out as 
king, ^ii^ Sir, I do not believe, that the 
Americans will be very likely to fall upon 
the scheme of rearing a, throne for the pur- 
pose of wanting ** a body oj great Nobles*^ 
to priftect them against that throne. Such 
brilliant schemes they will leave, with all 
humility, to the poliihed and rejmed na- 
tions of l!)urope. 

Now, Sir, af'er taking a review of what 
I have here done myself the honour to 
submit to your perusal, how wild, how 
ridiculous, appear the notions, -which have 
lately been su much in vogue : namely, 
^' that taxes, however heavy, do not injure 
^^ a community, because, though taken 
^^ from one man, they are given to another; 
^^ — that the amount of them still remains 
^'amongst the whole of a people ; — that 
^^ they do not tend to degrade the la- 
<^ bourer, who roust, under all changes 
^^ still be contined to what will satisfy the 
<( mere calls of hunger and thirst ; — thai 
^' it is no matter how great is a nation's 
^^ debt, seeing that it owes it all to itself; 
^^ — that taxes and publie debts are 
^* riches" — and the like? How clearly 
do the foregoing facts and illustrations 
show all these uotiorl^ to be false! 

As to the topics which will form a very 
natural conclusion to this discussion; 
namely, the manner in which our taxes 
are assessed and levied ; the number and 
description of persons employed in the 
business of examining into our private 
concerns in order to assess us ; the pur- 
poses to which the taxes are applied ; how 
they are spent in some glaring instances; 
and what is the etlect, on our liberties, of 
this system of taxation and debts : — these 
and several other topics, connected with 
the interesting subject, are all perfectly 
familiar to you. But, thev are not, and 
eannot be so familiar in other countries, 
and, as a thorough knowledge with regard 
to them must be of great benefit to a 



people situated as the Americans are, t 
intend to treat of them, in the most 
ample manner, through the press of that 
country. 1 am. Sir, 

With the greatest respect. 
Your most humble and obedient servant, 

Wm. C'OBBI-rrT. 

P. S. — Sir,-^Since writing the above^ 
the President's message to the Congress 
has come to band. It is given below ; and, 
from it you will learn how prosperous are 
the affairs of that great republic ; nor will 
you forget, that the chief magistrate of 
America, now containing a populatioii 
equal, perhaps, to that of England, Scot- 
land, and Wales, is content with a salary 
of about 6,000 pounds a year. Let the ad* 
vocates of costly government look at this. 
Let them compare the state of America 
with our state; Jet them view a com- 
merce and navigation nearly equal to our 
own ; let them look at the astonishing 
progress of manufactures in the Repub- 
lic; let them look at her deeds in arms 
both by land and by sea ; and, when they 
have so done, let them produce, if they 
can, one single reason in support ofcost^ 
ly government. The present prosperity 
of the Republic is such as to beggar all 
description. What a contrast I England, 
at the end of her wars, is plunged into 
indescribable distress : America, at the 
end of her war, starts in a career of pros- 
perity unp irralleled. 

1 here insert an extract from a letter, 
written to me by a gentleman in Philadel- 
phia in November last. From it also you 
will be able to judge of what is going on 
under the cheap government of America. 

^* The approaching session of Congress 
^^ will be an important one. There is 
^^ much to review, to establish, and to 
^^ provide for ; but executive power has 
^' obtained so much influence that it is 
<< probable the session will be more oc- 
^^ copied on that subject than on the 
^^ finances, the public credit, the peace 
^^ establishment, the navy, the treaty, 
^^ the import revenues, &c. There are 
^^ several candidates already in the list 
" for President, — Monuo, Clintox, 
^' Crawford, J. Q. Adams, R. King, 
^^ Cu. Jno. Marshall. They appear, 
^^ at present, to stand the chances of 
^^ their order above. Indeed, the fede» 
'< ral party have so much played the 
^< fool ; so much transcended all rational 
^^ ideas, both as the abusers of power 
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'^ when io, and the abusers of liberty 
^* when out, that, as k party, they ha?e 
^^ no sort of chance for an ascendancy, 
' ^^ unless when the Democrats become 
/^ too corrupt to sustain themseWes, or 
^' abuse their power equally with the 
" federalists; then they may look for 
^^ power. But the elements of parties 
^^ will be totally dissolved and re-founded 
^^ before that can happen. — The late war 
^^ has made a great change in favour of 
^^ national feelings here. The eastern 
^^ people departed so much from their 
^^ reputed cunning and sagacity as to in- 
^^ Yol?e all who had ever tho name of 
f^ thinking with them.—- In civil or social 
^^ affairs here, commerce never exhibited 
'' so much activity. Indeed, I suspept 
^^ it Hill be over done, to the ruin of many 
'^ adventurers here and of their creditors 
^' in England. The imports in amount, 
^^ since the. peace, have been unexampled, 
'^ but various causes having banished the 
'^ precious metils, the sort of credit 
^^ attached to their presence has had a 
^' considerable influence on the exchange 
^^ between the States. Internal industry 
*< has reached a height, of which you can 
^^ form no adequate conception. The 
^* woollens of tht^ coarse fabric leave the 
^^ foreign coarse goods without price 
'^ in the market. It is the same with 
*' coarse cottons. The luxurious arti- 
<^ cles are those alone for which there 
^' is no competition here. I wear as 
^^ good 8u per fine broad cloth made here, 
<^ at seven dollars, as can be brought here 
'' from fci^ngland for eleven dollars. It 
^^ is fashion alone which will sell the 
^^ latter; and you may imagine how long 
^^ fashion can prevail. Works in metal 
<< of every denomination have made a 
'^ great progress. Argand lamps are made 
^^ in this city from the raw material. At 
^^ Pittsburgh we have glass girandoles 
^^ engraved, equalling those of Venice in 
^< brilliancy and beauty. — Recollect, 
« Pittsburgh is the Fort Pitt of 1763 ; 
^^ and that town now contains 10,000 
^^ inhabitants, and a new town is rising 
*« np, called New Birmingham^ on the 
^^ opposite side of the Monongehela. 
^' This city (Ihiladt-lphia) has tripled its 
^' settled fxti*nt since you were here. 
^^ The improvements here are such as 
^^ those who have not been out of Europe 
'^ could not credit. We shall have two 
" new States in the ensuing year. Missis 



<^ ftjppt and India^ both which have above 
'^ 70,000 inhabitants. Illinois will follow 
'' in less than 4 years. It has 40,000 in- 
" habitants." 

And, Sir, all this has taken place under 
cheap government. This great iia ion has 
\ risen up under a government without 
* splendour; without show of any kind; 
without an establi>hed church ; without 
any power existing any where to restrain 
the expression of opinions regarding rcli« 
gion ; without a single soldier togivo either 
protection or ornament to the chiei ruler, 
or any officer, belonging to th^ govern- 
ment. This great nation has thw^ risen 
up without any power to enforce t/.e law 
besides that of the constabU^'s statl'. All 
this prosperity, all the mtans of tarrying 
on war with success, have been tiic work 
of laws framed by a Legislature, the mem- 
bers of which, together with tnc chief 
Magistrate himself, have been elected bi^ 
the people at large. Let the enemies of 
parliamentary reform show us, tuen, if 
they can, why similar effects, as far as 
local circumstances would admit, bhould 
riot be produced by similar causes, in any 
other country as well as in America, and 
especially in that country from which the 
people of America originally went. Let 
them show us, why a free choice of repre- 
sentatives should not lead to prosperity 
here. Let them show us why this free 
choice, which has been accompanied with 
such beneficial effects in America, which 
produces peace and prosperity, whicti dis- 
penses with all military force except for 
the mere purposes of war, which leaves 
society almost without crimes : let them 
tell us, why that free choice of repres»en- 
tatives should not be tried in England. 
Lord Milton expressed his wish to come 
to close quarters with the Keformors. 
His Lordship has here a very fair oppor- 
tunity of gratifying his wishes. Let him 
show us such prosperity here as I here 
show him under an elective govern- 
ment. Let him produce an assembly, like 
the American Congress, %«ho know not 
what a soldier means, except as a per- 
son employed agaiust a foreign enemy. 
Let them tell us how it is, that at the end of 
war, we find ourselves steeped in misery, 
while the happiness of America invites all 
the world to her shores. 

It will no longer do, Sj^, fot ih*^ luso- 
lent foes of freedom to apeak oCAm^tU^v 
with contempt' Her p^^uVatiou. ^^^.^ 
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incrce, naTigatioti, mannfacturcs, are all 
equal, or soon must be equal, to ours. 
Her statesmen and legislators jicld to 
none in (a lent. Her armies and fleets 
hate extorted the admiration of the whole 
world. She can no longer be looked 
tipon as a little or a new nation ; no longer 
can they pretend that her form of gorern- 
ment is an experiment. All the predic- 
tions of those, who said she must have a 
king and an aristocracy, have been falsi- 
fied. It is now clearly proved, that even the 
wealth of commerce is innoxious, where 
the small ness of the taxes leave so large a 
portion of income to the labourer as to 
cause a continual increase of independent 
men, and to deprive even the richest men 
of the power of gathering about them any 
rery great body of dependents, while the 
general absence of want enables the very 
poorest of the people to obtain a suffi- 
ciency of useful education without the 
aid of charities or scdetiesy the education 
derived from which is that of a pauper 
6r beggar, and must bend the mind to- 
wards slavery rather than towards free- 
doro. 

Remedies. 
Sir, — I have laid down the National 
Debt at a thousand millions in tofo ; 
and I have intimated that the Peace Es- 
tablishment must be nezc cast to fit it 
In some measure to existing circumstances ; 
for I suppose no man in his senses will 
assert that r certain analogy ought not to 
exist between the head^ the beUy^ and 
limbs. Withoirt entering into the iw/mt- 
ticB of laboured detail, — without descend- 
ing to the herculean invidious drudgery 
of weighing to a scruple every judge, 
clerk, placeman, minister, &c. &c. &c. &c. 
hi that graduated balance whidi the out- 
stretched arm of ECONOMY must now 
set up, — without absolutely tixing the 
maximum and mtnimum as applicable to 
pay, allowances, or salary of the above 
persons (ttiough under tlie actual pressure, 
no man in oifice would, I think, be in 
danger of incurring puirlic odium if he dc' 
ckned to receive more than £S000 per 
annum),-r-without doing all this, I tbink 
It will be sufficient to say, generally, tirat 
sinecures ought to be abolished ; that no 
office, place, or situation wnder the crown, 
to which a salary is attached, ought now 
to be continued, unless bona Jitie neccs" 
sary ; and at aO events, that'^^hcre sala- 



ries have, been expreseily raised to meet 
increased expenditure during the war, 
such salaries ought to revert to their ori- 
ginal standard, as the cause of increase 
ceases to operate; — that the army and 
navy should instantly be put on the lowest 
practicable establishment ;— and by the 
bye, upon the broad principle of national 
justice and common sense, it is to be 
hoped that the 30,000 British troops to 
be kept in France, will be fed, clothed, 
and paid, at the entire charge of that 
country. If the hand of retrenchment be 
prudently and rigidly applied, as here 
suggested, the Peace Establishment might 
certainly be brought within ten millions. 
Even this, with the interest of the National 
Debt, would give a total of necir sixty 
millions to be provided for annually by 
taxes. T say nothing at present of the 
Sinking Fund. Allowing that in 1814 
the amount of the permanent taxes was 
44 millions, and of the war taxes ^4 mil- 
lions, in all 6S millions, I think it pretty 
evident for the reasons assigned in your 
last Register, that in 181 G the«eme taxes, 
considering the depreciation of agricul- 
tural produce, and the consequent opera- 
tion of this depreciation on other articles 
of consumption, would not exceed 50 
millions. If so, here would be at onoe a 
deficit of ten millions ! Btit if it should 
be thought decorous that the war taxes, 
which were avowedly laid <Hfi for the pur- 
poses of war, should not be contkined in 
peace, then the deficit would swell to 
thirty millions! Ifowcver, as in that case, 
taxes, under 0tker namesy must be im- 
posed to answer ttie exigency t4 the times, 
I will go on the suppesitimi fhat the total 
revenue might yield 50 ttrtlions ; and if 
so, remember we shall be taxed higher in 
proportion to the prices ctrrent, and to 
our intrinsic means, than we were dnring 
tfie war ! — Well, then, what is the upshot 
of all t*iis ? Why, that the comrtry will 
hare to pay nearly sixty miUions out of 
fifty ! You have heard, perhaps, of the 
6ld Scotch taylor, who by dmt of con- 
trivance and second sight, with a Httte 
turning and twisting, made himself a tolera- 
ble coat, and his wife a rery decent petticoat 
out of his uncle's old breeches'! Without 
dwelling on the merits of this cross-legged 
artist, H would be very pleasmg to ns all 
if some of the Budget-makers could so far 
imitate his ingenuity, as to apply his prin- 
ciple of measuring, cutting, and manogmg, 
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to the business io hand. But as I hare 
no great hopes on that score, I must pro- 
ceed to my REMEDIES at once. If the 
mountain cannot go to Mahomet, the old 
adage is that Mahomet must go io the 
mountain ; and so I feaf it must be in the 
case before us. If we cannot by any 
human effort^ short of downright exhaus- 
tion, screw up the old Tax Machine to a 
higher pitch than fifty millions^ and in 
truth that is a fearful height, a diily 
height, nay, considering the prices eun* 
rent, it is a height apparently inaccessible 
even to the financial pinion of Mr. Hos* 
kisson — what then is to be done ? Archi- 
medes boasted that, could he but find a 
proper place to rest his irtachinery upon, 
he could move the terrestrial globe from 
its orbit; fortunately, the place he wanted 
was never discoTered, and this poor world 
of ours was allowed to continue as the Al- 
mighty had placed it ! So here, too, could 
Mr. 11. but clap one foot on an ISs. bushel, 
and the other on a ^Spenntf quartern loaf, 
he might get a confounded good purchase, 
and I dare say screw up the machine to 
abore iK) millions, even daring a period of 
peace. But, Sir, we must take things as 
they actually are ; and taking them as they 
are, I think myself fortified in again Teu- 
tu ring it as my decided opinion, that fifty 
millions is the highest point, the ne plus 
to which taxation can possibly be carried. 
If so, how is an expenditure of sixty mil- 
lions to be met by a revenue of fifty ? 
This is an ugly question 1 it speaks vo- 
lumes : — before it, the lady-like calcula- 
tions of Edinburgh Reviewers lose all 
their chm-m, and prove hollow, shallow, 
and inconclusive. When they talked of 
the permanent revenue collected ia 1B14 
as applicable to 1815, they should at least 
have endeavoured to shew that the cur- 
rent prices of the' former year would con^ 
iinue permanent in the latter. This fact 
should have been established ; for on the , 
permmvenof of the towrce, that is of the 
corrent prices, mviBt depend (he permO' 
t^ncy i)f the revent»e thence ariwDg. This 
they have not attempted to do ; nay, I 
much doubt whether in their zeal and 
hurry^ and pride of budget building, they 
would not have deemed k a reflection on 
ihext genius, to have consulted their un- 
derstanding! Arid most assuredly, when, 
sans certmonie, without even a garde a 
99tr«, at one stroke of the pen, they 
bring down the peace estabiishmebt to 
7 millions^ they must have concluded that 



ministers, the royal houifehold, jndgef^' 
together with their wives and daughters, 
and the maids of honour, had come to 
some kind of patriotic resolution of living 
on oatmeal, and going sans culotte, accord- 
ing io Scotch costume : and that the sol- 
diers and sailors, following up so brilliant 
an example', had made some sort of offer 
to serve for nothing, and live for a few 
years to come on those immense loads of 
glory acquired during the war ! For, 
without some plan of this nature, it is diffi" 
cult to imagine how Mr. HuSkisson will be 
able to come down to this calculation. 
Oh no, no, ye wise men of the North, that 
will never do, I assure you : — no, 7 mil- 
lions will not do at all ; unless you could 
transfer the seat of government to the 
Orkneys, or some of your scraggy hospi^ 
fable highlands towards the north pole, 
where want of roads and eternal snow, 
might preclude the expensiTO necessity of 
coaches, carriages, chariots, barouches ; 
and where want of cooks, and want of any 
thing to eat, might preclude the unpleasant 
necessity of overmuch feastin^f and ca- 
rousing;— for whatever the Reviewers may 
bp pleased to say as to the horned cattle 
of all denominations which Scotland pours 
annually into our country, all the world 
knows the beef is put on in England. Yet 
I much doubt whether the logic of these 
Reviewers will prove sufficiently persuasive 
to draw these great folks so far North !— 
No, your seven millions will not do > 
ten is the very lowest which even I dare 
propose, and that sum must be well and 
frugally managed, in order that all the 
servants of the croze n may eat a little w 
And, indeed, ten millions will appear n« 
great matter, when you consider that Sir 
Timothy cannot endure the smell of claret, 
under half a guinea per battle ; and that 
my lady would rather go into hysterica 
than go to court without a cart load of 
jewels, and. a few thousand pounds worth 
of brocade, tissue, and goose feathers, 
oatrich I wouid say. But, stop ; it ia high 
time I should apaligiae to you and to 
your readers for having allowed the tgnty 
fatuua budget of thosa Edinburgh Re- 
viawers, to carry us so far out of our 
path. If then wy calcuUUoni aie correct, 
if there shall cai^t a deficit of ten milUon^ 
what ie to be done r If I \iave sacceeded 
in she^iag that the re v^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^.^^^ 
circwi^fitano^ ^JX. ^l^y to exceed jO 
eyeuTthat*^^^'^''' ^^ ^- ^em^%tueither 
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delude nor flatter ourseWes ; we roost 
learn to look at our situation fully in the 
face. Whither then shall we flee for 
succour ? — Will our dear friends the Rus- 
sian% or Prussian*^, or his Holiness the 
Pop.', or the King of Naples, or the gralC' 
ful Ferdinand of Spain, or the King of 
llo'laiid, or anj other royal personages 
let us have a few millions at this juncture, 
think you, to adjust our accounts a little? 
I f»»ar not. — Will Louis stretch a point 
in our h. !iu]f ? Oh, dear no, poor man, 
he is j'adly put to it himself! Very well, 
then, after all our efforts and sacrifices, 
does nobodtf care a stiver for us and our 
Budjae/ ? You shake your head ; then, 
by all that's good and gracious, Sir, ise 
have i'tcnJii(htfngfor some purpose during 
the last quarter of a century ! ! ! The 
remedy must be found at home, or it will 
be found no where. If the revenue cannot 
be increased to meet the expenditure, the 
expenditure must be decreased to suit itself 
to the revenue. Yes, you may hem and 
haw, and pisha, and ^hrug up the shoulders, 
you may twist and turn the point how 
you will, and which way you will, still 
you must come to that at last. The only 
method that occurs to me of decreasing 
the public expenditure, after haying led 
the uu.;racious foot of strict economy into 
every private family, and most scrupu- 
lously annihilated every source of lavish 
or unnecessary expence under government, 
and by that means brought down the 
peace establishment as low as possible, 
would be to diminish the interest on the 
National Debt one fifth. I am per- 
fectly aware of the extreme delicacy and 
importance of this subject. I am fully 
alive to the peril of establishing a pre- 
cedent so novel, so dangerous ; but, to 
remove these alarms I would propose that 
the measure should originate with the 
fUndholders themselves. The faith of 
government, the great pillars of public 
credit, public security, and xonfidence, 
would be too seriously shaken and endan- 
gered by the agitation of such a measure 
in parliament. No, Sir, nothing, not 
even the urgent necessity of the thing, 
could excuse, much less jusMfy such a 
proceeding. To divest it of all objections, 
and give it all the weight and advantage 
of which it is susceptible, I think it expe- 
dient that it should be the sole, the spon- 
taneous act of the fundholders themselves : 
such a commendable and patriotic sacrifice 
ou the part of the fundholders would, I 



know/ involve many objects for mature 
consideration ; some of which, with yonr 
usual penetration, you did not fail to fore- 
see and point out in a former Register. 
But it would be matter of regret if a 
measure so necessary and beneficial should 
fall to the ground, merely because a few 
awkward difficulties happen to give it a 
somewhat forbidding aspect. It is enough 
for me to have pointed out the remedy ^ and 
the persons by whom it should be pre- 
scribed : — the measure is perfectly capable 
of those ulterior arrangements and qualifi- 
cations, which will remove all obstacles. 
After all, though in my next I may pro- 
bably dwell a little longer on this point, 
I do not mean ^o say that this remedy is 
very delectable or even palatable ; but a 
mnn must be an ideot, if, after having 
feasted himself up to the eyes on turtle and 
turtle soup, he would on the^ morrow, 
rather die of starvation, than put up with 
a mutton chop. Besides, let it be remem- 
bered that even at 4 per centum, the fund- 
holder will still have many little comforts 
about him ; and though he may turn up 
his nose at the dwindled size of his de« 
canter {dwindled^ alas ! from a bottle to a 
pintf) yet he may still hug himself, and 
laugh in his sleeve as he beholds the pitiful 
farmer, grumbling and croaking over his 
small beer, or squatting, like Job, though 
not so patiently, on his wretched dunghill. 
If it be asked, how shall the fundholders, 
(though burning with impatience to come 
forward) come to any thing like a general 
understanding on this great matter ? — ^The 
answer is, let a few prominent capitalists 
set the business afloat :-*-an advertisement 
in your Register, which I believe visits 
every week every. town in England, soli- 
citing the TEAS, not nays, by parishes, 
would operate like wild fire; from the 
Land's end to the Orkneys not a no would 
be heard ! ! ! Let those who object to 
this remedy have the goodness to point out 
the grounds of any measure of equal utility 
and magnitude, that shall be fraught ^ith 
less inconvenience. As to setting more 
paper afloat, I do look upon that as the 
most ruinous of all ruinous expedients. 

Bf R. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

AMERICA. 

fVashington, Dec. 5, 1815.— This day, 
at twelve o'clock, the President of the 
United States transmitted to both llouset 
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of Congress, the following Message, by 
Mr. Todd, his Secretary : — 

Fell<no Citizens of the Senate and the 
JJouse of RepresentativeSp^l have the satis- 
factioDy on our present meeting, of being 
able to communicate to you the successful 
termination of the war which had been 
commenced against the United States by the 
Regency of Algiers. The squadron, in ad- 
vance, on that serrice, under Commodore 
Decatur, lost not a moment after its anival 
in the Mediterranean, in seeking the naval 
force of the enemy, then cruising in that 
tea, and succeeded in capturing two of his 
ships, one of them the principal ship, com- 
manded by the Algerine Admiral. The 
high character of the American Commander 
was brilliantly sustained on the occasion, 
which brought his own ship into close action 
with that of hit adversary, as was the accus- 
tomed gallantry of all the officers and men 
actually engaged. Having prepared the 
way by this demonstration of American 
skill and prowess, he hastened to the port of 
Algiers, where peace was promptly yielded 
to his victorious force. In the terms stipu- 
lated, the rights and honour of the United 
States were particularly consulted, by a per- 
petual relinquishment, on the part of the 
Dey, of all pretensions to tribute from them. 
The impressions which have thus been made, 
strengthened as they will have been by sob- 
sequent transactions with the Reg«nci«s of 
Tunis and Tripoli, by the appearance of the 
larger force which followed under Commo- 
dore Bainbridge, the chief in command of 
the expedition, and by the judicious precau- 
tionary arrangements left by bim In that 
quarter, afford a reasonable prospect of fu- 
ture security, for the valuable portion of 
our commerce which passes within reach of 
(he Barbary cruisers. 

It is another source of satisftiction that the 
Treaty of Peace with Great Britain has been 
succeeded by a convention on the subject 
of commerce, concluded by the Plenipoten- 
tiaries, of the two countries. In this result 
a disposition is manifested on the part of 
that nation, corresponding with the dispo- 
sition of the United States, which, it may 
be hoped, will be improved into liberal ar- 
rangements on other subjects, on which the 
parti^ have mutual interests, or which might 
endanger their future harmony. Congress 
will decide on the expediency of promoting 
such a sequel, by giving. effect to the mea- 
sure of conffning the American navigation 
to American seamen ; a measure which, at 
the same time that it might have that conci- 
liatory tendency, would have the further 



advantage of increasing the independence of 
our navigation, and the resources of our 
maritime rights. 

In conformity with the articles of the 
Treaty of Ghent, relating to the Indians, as 
well as with a view to the tranquillity of our 
western and north western fion'iera, mea* 
sures were taken to establish an immediate 
peace with the several tribes who had been 
engaged in hostilities against the United 
States. Such of them as were invited to 
Detroit acceded rtadify to a renewal of the 
former treaties of friendship. Of the other 
tril>es who were inrited to a station on the 
Mississippi, the greater number have also 
accepted the peace offered to them. The 
residue, consisting of the more di>ianc tribes, 
or parts of tribes, remain to be brought 
over by further explanations, or by such 
other means as may be adapted to the dispo- 
sition they may finally disclose. 

The Indian tribes within, and bordering 
on our southern frontiers, whom a cruel 
war on their part had compelled us to chas- 
tise into peace, have lately shown a restless- 
nessy which has called for preparatory mea* 
sures for repressing it, and for protecting 
the Commissioners engaged in carrying the 
terms of the peace into execution. 

The execution of the act for fixing the 
military peace establishment, has been at« 
tended with difficulties which even now can 
only be overc<vn« by legislative aid. The 
election of officers j the payment and dis- 
charge of the troops enlisted for the war j the 
payment of the retained troops, and their 
re-union from deUched and distant stations ; 
the collection and security of the public pro- 
perty, in the quarter- master, commissary 
and ordinance departments ; and the con- 
stant medical assistance required in hospitals 
and garrisons, rendered a complete execution 
of the act impracticable on the first of May, 
the period more imotediately contemplated. 
As soon, however^ as circumstances would 
permit, and u far as it had been practicable, 
consistently with the public interest, the re- 
dactton of the army has been accomplished ; 
but the appropriations for its pay, and for 
other branches of the military service, hav- 
ing proved inadequate, the earliest attention 
to that subject will be necessary ; and the 
expediency of continuing upon the peace 
establishment the Staff* Officers, who have 
hitherto been provisionally retained, is also 
recommended to the consideration of Con- 
gress. 

In the performance of ^y^^ executive duty 

, upon this occf*^«' *^^^^ 

\ ing a just aeosihiUty to ti^^ ^^^.^ ^j ^^^ Am*- 
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lictD Army daring the Ute war ; but the ob- 
viouf policy and design in fixing an efficient 
military peace establishment, did not afford 
as opportunity to distinguish the aged and 
infirm* on account of their past services 3 nor 
the wounded and disabled, on account of 
their present sufferings. The extent of the 
reduction* indeed, unavoidably involved the 
exduiioo of many meritoriou« officers of 
every rank, from the service of their coun- 
try; and so equal, as well as so numerous, 
were the claims to attention, that a decision 
by the itaodard of comparative merit, could 
gddom be attained. Judged* however, in 
candour, by a general standard of positive 
merit, the Army Register will, it is believed, 
do honour to the establishment -, while the 
case of those officers* whose names are not 
included in it* derolves* with the strongest 
interest, upon the legislative authority, for 
such provision as shall be deemed the best 
calcuhited to give support and solace to 4he 
Teteran and invalid; to display the benefi- 
cence as well as the justice of the Govern- 
ment; and to inspjj-e a martial zeal for the 
public service, upon every future emergency. 
Altiiough the embarrassments arising from 
the want of an uniform national currency 
have not been diminished, since the ad* 
jnurnmeni of Congress* great satis£iction 
has bean derired* in contemplating the revi- 
val of the public credit* and the efficiency of 
the public resources. The receipts into the 
Treasury from the various brandies cf re- 
venue, during the nine months ending on 
the SOth of September last, have been esti- 
mated At twelve millions and a half of dollars; 
the issnes of Treasury Notes of every deno- 
mination, during the same period* amounted 
to the sum of fourteen millions of dollars: 
and there was also obtained upon the loan, 
during the same period, a sum of nine mil- 
lions of dollars, of which the sum of six mil- 
lions of dollars was subscribed in cash* and 
the sura of three millions of dollars in Trea- 
sury notes. — With tliese means, added to the 
sum of one millioB and a half of dollars, 
being the balance of money in the Treasury 
on the 1st of January, there has been paid, 
between tl»e l&t of January and the 1st of 
Octoberi on account of the appropriations 
of the preceding and of the present year (ez<- 
dusively of the amount of the Treasury 
Notes subscribed to the loan, and the aoMMMit 
redeemed in the payment of duties and 
taxes), the aggregate sum of ibirty-three 
millions and a half of dollars, leaving a 
balanoe then in the Treasury esUaaated at 
the aum of tiiree millions of dollars. Inde- 
pendant* hnwevcr* nf the arreaiagoi due lor ' 



military services and supplies, it is presumed* 
that a further sum of five millions of dollars^ 
including the interest on the public debt, 
payable on the 1st of January next, will be 
demanded at the Treasury to complete the 
expenditures of the present year, and for 
which the existing ways and means will 
sufficiently provide. 

The national debt, as it was ascertained 
on the 1st of October last, amounted in the 
whole to the sum of one hundred and twenty 
millions of dollars, consisting of the unre- 
deemed balance of the debt contracted before 
the late war (thirty-nine millions of dollars), 
the amount of the funded debt contracted 
in consequence of the war, (sixty-four mil- 
lions of dollars* and the amount of the un- 
funded and floating debt (including the 
various issues of Treasury Notes), seventeen 
million of dollars is in a gradual course of 
payment. There will, probably, be some 
addition to the public debt, upon the liqui« 
dation of various claims which are depending; 
and a conciliatory disposition on the part of 
Congress may lead honourably and advan- 
tageously to an equitable arrangement of the 
militia expences* incurred by tbe_ several 
States, without the previous sanction or 
authority of the Government of the United 
States. But, when it is considered that the 
new, as well as the old* portion of the defat 
has been contracted in the assertion of the 
national rights and independence ; and when 
it is recollected, that the public expendi* 
tures, not being exclusively bestowed upon 
sufagects of a transient nature, i«[ill long be 
visible in the number and equipments of the 
American navy, in the military works for 
the defence of our harbours and our fron- 
tiers, and in the supplies of our arsenals and 
magazines ; the amount will bear a gj^tify- 
ing comparison with the objects which hav« 
been attained* as wdl as with Ihe resource 
of the country. 

The arrangement of the finances, with n 
view to the receipts nnd expenditures of a 
permanent peace establishment, will neces- 
sarily enter into the deliberations of Con*> 
gress during the present session.' It is true, 
that the improved condition of the public 
revenue will not only afford the means of 
maintaining the faith of the Government 
with its creditors invioUte, and of prose- 
cuting successfully the measures of the most 
liberal policy; but will also justify an im- 
mediate alleviation of burthens imposed by 
the necessities of the war. It i^ however* 
essential to every modification of the finances, 
that the benefits of an uniform national 
currency diould be restored to the eommu* 
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nity. The abcence of Che prccioui metab, 
will, it is htA'icyrtdf be a temporary evil ; 
but until they can be again rendered (he 
general medtum 'of exchange, it deToWes 
on the wisdom of Congress to provide a sub* 
stitate, which shall equally engage the con- 
ftdencf , and accommodate the wants of the 
citizens throagfaout the Ubioo. If the ope- 
ration of the state hanks cannot produce 
this result^ the probable operation of a na- 
tion'al bank will meiit consideration -y and if 
neither of these expedients be deemed ef- 
fectual, it may become necessary to ascer- 
tain the terras upon which the notes of the 
GoTernmentt (no longer required at an in- 
ttniment of credit) shall be issued, upon 
lAotires of general policy, as a common me- 
dium of circulation. 

Notwithstanding the security for future 
repose which the United States ought to 
fiiDd in their love of peaoe» and their con- 
stant respect for the rights of other natloDB> 
the character of the times partjcuiarly in- 
culcates the leflsen, that, whether to prevent 
or repel danger, we ought not to be unpre- 
pared for it. This consideration will suf- 
ficiently recommend to Congress a liberal 
provision for the immediate extcmion and 
gradual compktion of the works of defence^ 
both fixed and floating, on oor maritime 
frontier, and m adeqaate provision for 
guarding our inland ft^mtier Jfaiwt dan- 
gers to which certain portions of it may 
continue to he exposed. 

As an imiN-overaeiit on our mlNtarjr esta- 
blishment, it will deserve tke consideration 
of Congress, whether a corps of invalids 
nightbot be so orf^mtci and employed, as 
at once to aid in the soppert of meritorions 
itidfviduafs, exdoded by age or Infirmities 
from the exieting establishmea^, and to pre- 
serve to the pablic the benefit of their sla- 
tionary service^ and of their exemplary 
discipline. I recoflMMBd, also> an enhirge- 
ment of the mtlrtary aesdevny ahready esla- 
Ufsbed, and the establishment of others in 
other Mctions of the Uniotk And i cannot 
press too much efn the attention of Con- 
gresty fuch a dassifioation and organization 
of the militia, as will moet effectually render 
it the safoguard of a free state* If experi- 
ence has shewn, in the tale splendid achieve- 
ments of militia, the value of this resource 
for the poblic defence, it has shewn also the 
importance of that skill in the use of arms, 
and that familiarity with the essential rules 
of discipline, which cannot be expected 
from the regulations. now in force. With 
this subject is ultimately connected the ne- 
cessity of aecooMDodaiing the laws, in erary 



respect* to the great object of enabling th« 
political anthority of the Union to employ, 
promptly and eflPectoally, the physical power 
of the Union, in the cases designated by the 
Coostitotien. 

The signal services which have been ren- 
dered by our navy, and the capacities it has 
developed for the successful co-operation in 
the national defence, will give to that por- 
tion of the public force its full value in tha 
eyes of Congress, at an epoch which calls 
for the constant vigilance of all O overs- 
men ts. To preserve the ships now in a 
sound state -, to complete those already con- 
templated 'y to provide aaiply the unperish* 
able materials for prompt augmentations^ 
and to improve the existing arrangements 
into more advantageous establishments, for 
the construction, the repairs, and the seen* 
rity of vessels of war, is dictated by the 
soundest policy. 

In adjusting the duties on imports to the 
object of revenue, the influence of the tariff 
on manulhctures will necessarily present it* 
self for consideration. However wise the 
theory may he, which leaves to the sagacity 
and interest of indi.viduals the application 
of their industry end resources, there are in 
this, as in other cases, exceptions to the ge- 
neral rule. Besides the condition which the 
theory itself Implies, of a reciprocal adop- 
tion by other nations, experience teaches, 
that so many circumstances must occur in 
introducing and maturing manufacturing 
establishments, especially of the more com- 
plicated kinds, that a country may remain 
long without them, although sufficiently ad- 
vanced, and in sotne respepts even pecnii- 
arly fitted for carrying them on with success. 
Under circumstances giving a powerful im- 
pulse to manufacturing industry, it has made 
among us a progress, and exhibited an effi- 
ciency, which justify the belief, that with a 
protection not more than is doe to the enter- 
prising citizens whose interests are now art 
stake, it will become, at an early day, not 
only safe against occasional competitions 
from abroad, but a source of domestic 
wealth, and even of external commerce. In 
selecting the branches more especially en-^ 
titled to the public patronage, a prefereuce 
is obviously claimed by such as will relieve 
the United States from a dep^i^aence on fo- 
reign supplies, ever subj^c^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^\, 
lures, for articles necessary f^^ ^^it puWic 
defence, or connected ^^^y^ ^^^ primary 
wants of individuals. J« ^ill V^ an addiliousl 
recommeodatioo o^ Pf^rlw^^'^t^ manufactures, 
where IhematerialB for th^^ wetxleosWeW 
drawn from our ^^"^^Itx^^^J^ ^ud coii»«- 
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quently impart and intore Co that great fund 
of national prosperity and independence, an 
encouragement which cannot fail to be re- 
warded 

Among the means of advancing the pub- 
lic iiifciest, I he occasion if a proper one for 
recHlliiig the attention of Congretfto the 
gre^i imnortaiicc of establishing throughout 
our c u II try the roads and canals* which can 
best be execot d under the national autho* 
rity Nil objects within the circle of poli* 
tjcal «>cnn'iniv so richly repay the expence 
bes'owed on them: there are noae* the uti- 
L'ty of which is more universally ascertained 
and acknowledged; none that do more ho- 
nour to the Government^ whose wise and 
enlarged patriotism duly appreciates them* 
Nor is (here any country which presenis a 
.field, where nature invites more the art of 
man, to complete lier own work for his ac- 
commodation and benefit. These consider- 
atioDs are strengthened, moreover^ by the 
political effect of these facilities for inter- 
comiiMinication, in bringing and binding 
more closely together the various parts of 
our extended confederacy. Whilst the 
States, individually, with a laudable enter- 
prise and emulation, avail themselves of 
their local advantages, by new roads, by na- 
vigable canaU, and by improving the streams 
susceptible of navigation, the general Go- 
vernment is the more urged to similar un- 
dertakings requiring a national ju(;itdiction, 
and national means, by the prospect of thus 
systematically completing so inestimable a 
work. And it is a happy reflection, that 
any defect of constitutional authority, which 
may be encountered, can be supplied in a 
mode which the constitution itself hu pro- 
vidently pointed out. 

The present is a favourable season also 
for bringing again into view the establish- 
ment of a national seminary of learniug 
within the district of Columbia, and with 
means drawn from the property therein sub- 
ject to the authority of the general Govern- 
ment. Such an institution claims the pa- 
tronage of Congress, as a monument of their 
solicitude for the advancement of know- 
ledge, without which the blessings of liberty 
cannot be fully enjoyed or long preserved j 
as a model instructive in the formation of 
other seminaries; as a nursery of enlightened 
preceptors ; as a central resort of youth and 
genius from every part of their country, dif- 
fusing on their return examples of those 
national feelings, those liberal sentiments, 
and those coiigenial manners, which contri- 



bute cement to oar uniont and strength to 
the great political £ibric of which that is 
the formation. 

In closing this commnnication, I ought 
not to repress a sensibility in which you will 
unite, to the happy lot of our country, and 
to the goodness of a superintending Provi- 
deilce, to which we are indebted for it.-*^ 
Whilst other portions of maokiod are la- 
bouring under the distresses of war, or strug- 
gling with adversity in other forms, the 
United States are in the tranquil enjoyment 
of prosperous and honourable peac,e. Fn 
reviewing the scenes through which it lias 
been attained, we can rejoice in the proofs 
given, that our political institutions, found- 
ed in human rights, and framed for their 
preservation, are equal to the severest trials 
of war, ai well as adapted to the ordinary 
periods of repose.— As fruits of this ex- 
perience, and of the reputation acquired by 
the American arms, on the land and on the 
water, the nation finds itaetf p os ie s t e d of a 
growing respect abroad, and of a just con- 
fidence in itself, which are among the best 
pledges for its peaceful career. 

Under other aspects of our country, the 
strongest features of iU flourishing condition 
are seen in a population rapidly increasing, on 
a territory as productive as it is extensive; 
in a general industry, and fertile ingenuity, 
which find their ample rewards ; and in an 
affluent revenue, which admits a reduction of 
the public burthens without withdrawing 
the means of sustaining the public credit, of 
gradually discharging the public debt, of 
providing for the necessary defensive and 
precautionary establishmenU, and of patro- 
nising, in every authorised mode, undertak- 
ings conducive to the aggregate wealth and 
individual comfort of our citizens. 

It remains for the guardians of the public 
welfare, to persevere in that justice and good 
will towards other nations, which invite a 
return of these sentimenta towards the Uni- 
ted States; to cherish inititutions which 
guarantee their safety, and their liberties, 
civil and religious ; and to combine with a 
liberal system of foreign commerce, an im- 
provctnent of the natural advantages, and 
a protection and extension of the indepen- 
dent resource! of our higlily iavotired tad 
happy country. 

In all measures, having such objects, my 
faithful co-operation will be afforded. 

JAMES MADISOl^. 

WashingtoH. Dec, 5, 1815. 
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TO 

MR. NILES, 
Proprietor or the Weeklt Register 

AT BAI.TIM0RE, 

In answer to a Letter from him ; and on 
(he Piracies of the English Press. 

London, Joimary I69 1816. 
SfPj — I f m txceedingty obliged to you 
for your Letter of .the 4th of NoTember, 
aad for the Volumes of your yaluable 
work, which, you ha?e been so good as to 
fend me. No time will be lost in sending 
to your frieod the filings which you desire 
to kare seat to him for you. Before this 
can reach you, you will, in all likelihood, 
iia?e se^n, in, or from, the pages of the 
Register, that Kplan has been resolved on 
to defeat the wishes of all those, who, by 
whatsoever motives actuated, and by what- 
soever engines they may work, are desi- 
robA to keep America and all the world, 
Imt specially America, ignorant of tchat 
is passing, in England. 

lu the meanwhile I am exceedingly gra- 
tified by the contents of your letter. It 
b impossible f*r mo not to be proud at 
lieariBg what you say of the circulation of 
my «ssays throughout your country. The 
fiact is some compensation for past, and an 
encouragement to future, exertion. But, 
I am, if possible, still more pleased with 
the intelligence, that you ^' have collected 
'^ the materials, necessary to write to me, 
'^ publicly, a Letter that shall exhibit to 
^^ me a gVeat variety of Statistical facts, 
^^ which you hope will be useful in both 
^ countries ; and that you shall roord the 
" said Loiter, with the fear of God before 
*^ your eyes, for yourself; and with the 
" fear of God and the Attorney Greneral 
'^ before your ey^, for me." Be assored, 
that, as far as my ability gofs, your matter 
lihall not i>e seed sown in barren soil ; and 
that nothing which I am able to do, and 
dare do^ shall be left undone to conimuni- ' 
cate to the people here the facts, which it 
IS your intention to publish. 

I am not at all surprised, that the C'os- 
s^k faction^ .timoiiQ^i you, is now cut 



down. The events in Europe ; the treat- 
ment of the French under the Bourbons; 
(he restoration and the ac^ of the Pope; 
the famous work of Ferdinand and his 
Monks ; the butchery of the lot/al Pro- 
testants in France, who, like your Cos- 
sacks, put up thanksgiving and made tri- 
umphal processions for the restoration of 
the descendants of Charles the 8th and 
Louis the I4th. These things, and some 
others that I will detail in another place, 
must have made your Co-^sarks hide their 
heads for shame, if fiMme had not long 
bc^n a stranger to themp^ 1 am glad to 
hear you say, that the Federalists are not 
to be confounded with these people. It 
would hare been shocking indeed if great 
numbers of sensible and virtuous men, 
bred up in the very lap of liberty, could 
have been, by party prejudice and airimo- 
iify, carried to so disgract^ful a length. In- 
deed, I am quite satif^fied, that, though 
party spirit must always ^»xist in America, 
the events in Europe, and e«)pecially the 
condition of some ECiropoan countries, if 
properly made knowi* there, wiU^ in a very 
few years, not leave in your Republic a 
single man, who will dare openly to hold 
principles hostile to those tn^itutioos, 
which have produced you so much happi- 
ness in peace, and which have led you un- 
hurt through the fiery trial of war. To 
do this, in part, at least ; to make your 
countrymen well acquainted with what 
passes here; with the state of this oeun- 
try; with measures, motives; intentions, 
characters* and Tiews ; with the very pegs 
and wires of the machine ; shall be one of 
mj/ principal objects. Something of the 
manner, in which this is to be dowe^ has 
been stated in former Numbers of the Re- 
gister; the remainder pf the plan will be 
hereafter fu!ly detailed. 

In my former letter to you I gave you 
some information about our press, I told 
you the state in which the Loudon press 
was. I explained to you how tho country 
news-papers acted as gutters to couvcy 
about or distribute, tJ e rmji^nigs ^f 
Sese grand sewer, of falsehood and h^,^., 
ness I l^omised T,>orc fully to des.M^be 
C 
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soooe of the priacipal actore in these 
scenes ; that is to say, to nan^ them and 
their etnplojers, to specify the mode and 
the Mmaunt of the remunendwn of some 
of the leading literary hirelings \ in short, 
to exhibit to you the English press in its 
true colours. This promise I shall fulfil 
in due time, aad, I tru<t in *^ grand style.'^ 
The history of ^his press will be far more 
amusing tlMin that of Jonathan Wild, or 
of any other of those knights of the post 
or the pad, whose adventures have at once 
entertained and shocked mankind. 

But, for the present, I shall confine my- 
self, as. to the press, to the BOtictng of a 
singular turn, which things hare taken 
since my last letter to you. I then told 
you, thai a state of things was ifproach* 
ing^ which would make people feet ; and 
that, in SfHte oi the press, fseling would 
open their eyes. Though it is only six 
mouths and two weeks since I wrote to 
you, this state of things has already ar« 
rived. This has produced an inclination 
in great numbers of people to hear tchai I 
have now to say ; and this inclination in 
their leaders has led the conductors of a 
great part of the news-papers in Elng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland to commit 
acts of piracy upon me, as audacious and 
base as any of the acts of piracy ever com* 
mitted by the pirates of Barbery, or the 
pirates of cmy other nation. In short,* 
there are, I betiere, more than one hun- 
dred news^papers in this kingdom, the 
proprietors of which now owe, in part, the 
bread they eat to my pen. To be the 
mckns of assistiBg in tlie feedini; of these 
men 9.nd their hundred families is, at first 
sight, a pleasing reflection ; but, upoa se- 
cond thought, it is neither moral nor hv 
mane to aid in the support of robbers ; 
and, perhaps, of all the robbers that ever 
existed, literary robbers are the most to 
be detested. 

Some of these pirates regularly take my 
•f&ays, as they come out, and republish 
them entire^ with date, signature and all ; 
and, as their papers contain advertise- 
ments, 'paid paragraphs^ list of bankrupts, 
tittle-tattle, and news besides, they can 
sell their papers for little more than half 
the price of mioe, and can supply^ by 
means of Inserting my es^ys, all sorts of 
readers at once. OSicrs take the essays and 
leare out the namc^ leaving their readers, 
to suppose, that they ordinate with them- 
S^lvca.. O&^m, i^crt the essays with the 



natne^ and, having thus provided for those 
whom they know to be the sensible part 
of their readers, they insert, in their owb 
name, some doses or two of lines co nt ai n '* 
ing mere personal abuse of me. This lat- 
ter is a batt for the foolish and corrupt ; 
snd thus, they secure the custom of the 
whole circle. But, there is one, who in- 
serts the whole of my essays under afklse 
name. This paper is published at Read* 
ing^ and is called the Mercury. The God 
Mercury is said, I believe, to have had the 
protection of robbers committed to him ; 
and, really, this paper seems to be worthy 
of the patron whose name it has chosen. 
There are, perhaps, 400 or 600 proprie- 
tors of periodical publications in your Re« 
public ; and, though to become a beggar ^ 
in that country would be dreadful to think 
of, I verily beliere, that there is not onA 
out of the 500, who would not rather be$ 
his bread from door to door, than gain it 
by means like those by which these men 
are gaining their bread from me. 

If, indeed, it was, or ever had been, a 
practice with me, to steal from other pub- 
lications, the case would be different; 
but, this is what I have never done in the 
whole course of my life. I never take 
even an extract from any original matter, 
except for the purpose of commenting 
thereon ; and, upon all occasions, I name 
the author, or the work. Besides^ I ha?e 
no advertisements, I have never in my 
life, received money for inserting any 
thing in this ivork. I an compelled to 
make my work high^ricedy having no 
other means oif obtaining a re-im^se- 
ment for my expences, to say nothing of 
remuneration for my time and labour. 
Under such circumstances, is it not base 
to the last degree, to commit those acts of 
pilracy, of which I have spoken above ? 

I ought to feel, and I really do feel, 
great satisfaction, at seeing that i\»pMic 
senHment have induced these men to pi* 
rate upon me ; and thus to become the 
trumpets of him, whom, for so many years 
the for greater part of them have beeti 
abusing* But, I can allow them no share 
of the merit of doing the good. That 
same self-interest, which before induced 
them to be calumniators, has now made 
them pirates. The seme motive, from 
which they endeavoured to mfV'rdfer my 
reputation, has now induced them to steal 
my property. It certainly is a proad re- 
flection^ that the public feeling has, at 
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last, ifidoced the former opponents of my 
opinions to become tke circnlators of those 
▼try opinions; bat, though a particular 
hire may justly be proud, that the supe- 
rior flaTour of its honey has attracted all 
the wasp^ an^I drones of the Ticinage, it 
does not follow, that the bees should not 
dislike, and endearonr to drire off, the 
irasps, who, if left to themselves, would 
rob the hi?e of the whole of the profit of 
their skill and labour. 1 shall endearour 
to dri?e off these literary wasps, by legally 
securing the copy-right of my essays, 
seeing that to all restraints ^^ beyond the 
letter of the law" they are wholly insen- 
sible. 

** What !" some corrupt slaye will ex- 
claim," it is gaitty then, that you have in 
^* Tiew, after all your professions of desire 
to promote the public goodl'^ And, he 
may repeat the seotimeat of Sir Vicaat 
Giaat, that a man ought to be more se- 
verely punished for writing what is called 
a libel, when he derives ^^ base luore^^ 
from his writings. 1 beg yon. Sir, to pay 
attention to this; because yoa will find, 
that it strikes at the root of all literary 
iadependence ; that it aims at the degra- 
dation of literary talent, and at the extin- 
guishment of all liberty as far as the press 
is concerned. 

I will leave you to determine, whether 
those who plead at the bar be wholly di- 
gested of all objects of gawi, because 
that is a point upon which 1 will not trust 
my pen, on this side of the Atlantic. 
Bat, Sir, what moves the physician to visit 
the sick ? What moves the priest to admi- 
niater the Sacrament ? In both oases a de- 
sire to do others good may have great 
weight ; but^ the physician takes his fee, 
and the priest his salary, or his fees, or 
bothr The physician and the priest will 
tell you, that they and their families must 
eat and be dad. And most not you and 
I and oar fisimilies eat and be clad ? The 
physician and the priest will tell us, that 
mere food andcovering ar^ not a sufficient 
reward for the exertion of their talents. 
And, are you and 1 and our families to be 
content with mere food and covering as a 
reward tor the exertion of our talents ? 
Bat, it will be said, that ue profess to 
have public good, prfndpally in view. 
And does not the priest more especially 
prafels to hnive public good principally in 
view ? The pfaysician and the priest (in 
your country)^ as well as yo« and I ten- 



der the use of our talents to the public^ 
leaving to that public to accept of 4t, or 
not, as it may choose, upon the conditions 
which we prescribe; but, there js this dis- 
tinction in favour of liteftry talent, that> 
while the physician and the priest are em- 
ployed from necessity whether real or 
imaginary, those who avail themselves of 
the use of our talent do it from mere 
choice, unurged by any necessity either 
imaginary or real. • 

If a writer were to publish a book of a 
few pages and make the price of it a thou* 
sand pounds, no one would hate a right to 
find fault. It would be worth the thousand 
pounds a copy, or it would not. If it was, 
it would be sold ; if not, no one would 
buy it. In either case no injustice would 
be done to any body. There is a small 
pamphlet now published in London, con- 
taining instructions how to destroy raiSy 
the price of which is a guinea. This pam- 
phlet has, and professes to have, public 
good for its object. But, nobody has yet 
thought of accusing the author of being. . 
actuated by a love of " bsue lucre^'* 
though it is clear enough that he did not 
rightly understand his own interost ; for 
the price of ^. would have brought him 
much more money as a reward for his dts* 
covery. 

We have, and so have yon, I dare say, 
patents for discoveries of all sorts. These 
discoveries really are frequently of ^reat 
national importance. But, do not the pa« 
tentees keep the benefit of them, a% much 
as possible, to themselves? Is it not th6» 
rety objebt of the patent to enable them to 
do this ? Do they not sell the permission 
to use their discovery? Do they not 
punish those, who pirate upon them? 
And has there ever been any just man who 
reproached them for this; who, on this 
account, accused them of a want of public 
spirit; or, who laid to their charge a 
pursuit of " base lucre .^" But, why 
need we g'o farther than the law of copy, 
right itself, as it exists in America as well 
as in England? By this law, the principle 
I contend for is fully sanctioned ; and 
shall it be said, that a man is actuated by 
a love of base locre, because, »n acting 
upon this principle? **® endeavours to ob- 
tain something bey^'^^^Qod and taljaet^^i 
U was one of the greatest ^on©* ^^ ^^ft- 
land that, Pope ^^^""^ n^^Yv^y tV^^''^^^* 
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18 one of stiU greater force ; namely, ihat | 
hy a man's securing to himself ease and 
plenty from the labours of his mind, he 
also securas to himself the best possible 
protection against the temptations to sub- 
ject that mind to trammels. Had not 
Johnson and Burke been needy men, do 
you think, that the former would have 
written in favour of the Stamp- Act, or the 
latter against the 6rst dawning of the Re- 
Tolotion of France ? Both, by industry 
and economy, might hate possessed large 
fortunes, and enjoyed perfect indepen- 
dence ; and both, at their death, relieved 
their country from the payment of a pen- 
sion. It is, therefore, for the interest of 
socif ty at hirge ; it is for the interest of 
the rights and liberties of mankind, that 
all literary men, and more especially those 
who write on the subject of what is ge- 
nerally called politics, should receive 
fi'om the public^ freely paid them, the full 
worth of their labours; and it is very 
ctear, that the richer they become, from 
this spontaneous source^ the better it must 
be for the public to whom they address 
their writings ; because they are hereby 
stimulated to further exertions, and are, at 
the same time, made proud in their inde- 
pendence. 

The value of a book, a pamphlet, or pa- 
per, if these 'be left to work their way, 
unaidedjon the one hand, and unchecked, 
on the mother, by the government of a 
coantry or by its agents, will be sure to 
be speedily ascertained. If this value be 
▼ery small, the writer must, and ought to 
be, as a writer, poor; but, if the value he 
Tery great, ought he not to be rich ? We 
set no bounds to-the riches of merchants 
or formers or land-dealers or loan-makers. 
We say that Judges, Governors, and Of- 
ficers of State should be ztellpaid. And 
why ? That their pnrity may be preserved, 
that their dignity may be upheld. And 
why not apply this sound and excellent 
reason to literary men, when the latter 
desire' to possess nothinc; but the fruits of 
tlieir owfi earitiugs? Why grudge them, 
and tbi^m only, that witich their talents 
bring them without the aid of any govern- 
ment, or Any tax-gathen r? Your Presi- 
de vt, ju his ^ligntFiedj elegant, tuid modest 
mPSNBgp of the ^tb- vf r>ecerober, recom- 
ineiidu llie eati^bllfthmtnt of a "National 
*■* iMmiiiiry uf Icarniiisr^ as the means of 
<* adviirK:iMtj knowled^n, without which 
^ ihtt VltaitiUgb of UU^t/ cannot ha fully 



*^ enjoyed or long preserved." Usef«t 
as such a seminary may ^ssibly be in 
securing the object here contemplated, I 
much question, whether great spontaneeiHS 
reward to literary talent, and the conso^ 
quent independence of individual writers, 
are not of much greater importance to the 
cause of freedom. It is said, that the per- 
sons employed in the high offices of go- 
vernment, ought to hate large salaries, 
because, otherwise the nation would not 
secure ihe services of all ike most able 
men. And, why should it? Why should 
not some, at least of the able men, be left 
to watch over the people's rights, and to 
instruct them in these rights, throngb the 
channel of the press? And, why should 
not these able men become as rlch^ and 
be held in as high estimation, as the of- 
ficers of government ? 

To return, for a moment, before I con- 
clude, to my particular case; I am re** 
solved, if the law will bear me out, to put 
a stop to the piracy, of which I complain. 
Yet, that no one may hare just grounds to 
accuse me of any thing like selfishness 
or illiberal ity, [ hereby offer to give any 
body permission to re-publish in any news- 
paper, out of London, any part of, or all, 
that I publish in the Register, provided 
that the proprietor of such news-paper- 
agree before-hand to pay (en shillings a 
week for such permission, the contract 
ceasing at any time that such proprietor 
shall choose. I do not include this pre- 
sent Letter^ which they have my free coo<- 
sent to insert for nothing. 

W>»re I to consult solely my interest, I 
should grant no such permission. But, at 
any rate, if the permission be not worth 
this triile to a proprietor of a news-pap^r, 
he can hardly say that the prohibition will 
deprive him of any thing. That which Is 
not worth his buying at the price of ten 
shilling*?, can, surely, never be worth his 
stealing. Either the readers of his paper 
will desire the insertion of my Essays, or 
they will not. If the former, he must de- 
rive advantage from the insertion ; if the 
latter, he suffers no injury from not in- 
serting them, and he has only to stick to 
the sale of his own property, leaving me 
in quiet possession of mine. All this is 
so reasonable and so fair, that, really, un- 
less those persons trump up some doctrine 
about '^o right of search^''* which is to 
justify them in impressiug my Essays 
info their service, I canpot see what 
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they can hare to urge ia the way of ob 
jectioD. 

Your account of the prosperous state of 
your country agrees with all that I hear 
ffom other quarters of the United States. 
Bnt, amidst increasing commerce, naviga- 
tion, manufactures and population, while 
new towns are rising up and new states are 
crowding forward, I hope you will not 
forget to huUd ships and cast cannons ; 
ioTy I am well convinced, that to build 
ships and to cast cannons are the best, if 
sot the only, security that you can have for 
lasting peaoe. Therefore, again I say, 
build sk^s and cast cannons ! 

I am, Sir, 
Your most humble and obedient servant, 
Wm. Cobbett. 

P.S. — Since the aboYe was written, 
.there has been tendered to the publisher 
of the Register a parcel of American 
News'papers,^ from whom I know not. 
They were brought by the post-man from 
the post-office in London, marked with 
the Graoesend Post-Mark, sealed safely 
up with the Post Office seal, and charged 
with postage to the amount of Five 
Pounds^ three Shillings^ and ten Pence ; 
or about Taenty One Dollars, They 
were not received, of course. You will 
iecj in the pages of the four or five last 
Numbers of the Register, the history of 
ieTcral other parcels of American news- 
papers, which have been presented and re- 
fused in like manner. I do not know who 
lias the goodness to send me this last par- 
cel ; but whoever it is my best thanks are 
due for this endeavour to oblige me. This 
evil will not now be of long duration. I 
Aod my readers are, by these impedi- 
ments, deprived of a great deal of useful 
information ; but we should have lived in 
England fat the last quarter of a century 
to rery little purpose not to have learnt to 
ftubmit with becomin]^ resignation and hu- 
mility to such triBing crosses in life. 

TO THE 

Cbamcelloe .of the Exchequer. 

LETTER XI. 
T%e jipproaching Session, — Consolations 
of John BttlL — The Chancellor's awn 
. Pamphlet. — His calculations baffled, — 
Divers Prefects on foot. 

Sir, — The present is a time of the most 
anxious public expectation that I ever 



witnessed. The people used to look for-* 
ward to the meeting of parliament, if not 
with a sort of indiflference, at least with a 
dread that some new tax, or some addition 
to an old tax, would take place. They are 
uow all on tiptoe for some grand measure 
that is to give them relief. Some are for 
one measure, some for another : some ex- 
pect that you will make corn dear again ; 
these are the farmers and landlord! t 
others, that you will still keep com cheapo 
and cause the fkrmers and landlords to 
lay out a great deal of money ; these are 
the shop-keepers : others that you will 
keep corn cheap, take off the Income Tax^ 
and yet make the whole of the taxes 
amount to more than they now amount 
to ; these are the fund-holders : others, 
that you will be monstrously puzzled, and 
will not know what to do ; these are the 
Jacobins^ amongst whom I have long had 
the honour to be numbered. 

The consolations of John Bull have 
been great. lie has seen with delight 
the works of the Most Christfan King, 
and the situation of the Frepch people*. 
He has seen the Pope,^ Ferdinand and the 
good old order of things restored, in Italy 
and Spain. He has witnessed the heart- 
cheering scenes at Madrid and in divers 
parts of France. But, the consolation, 
the grand consolation, which his liberal 
and philanthropic heart derived from the 
*^ bankntpt^state of the American Govern- 
*^ ment^'' conveyed to him by his faithful 
and beloved servants, the' Times and 
Courier, has, unfortunately been wres-. 
ted from him by the Message of Mr. Ma.- 
DisoN, who " is YET President,'* as the 
Times once exclaimed, and by the full, 
clear, and fair report of Mr. Dallas. 
From these documents we learn, that the 
whole amount of the . American Debt is 
only 130 millions of dollars, or abont SO 
millions sterling ; tliat the interest of this 
debt, and a fund for its speedy liquidation 
and all the expences of government, can 
be provided for, and that, at 'the same 
time, a reduction of two thirds^ of all the 
internal taxes is, by the government itself, 
proposed to take place immediately. I 
told you in a late letter, without having 
received any intelligence from America^ 
that honest and phllattthropic John would 
be speedily dep?^^^^f^**^\|.80ivce o 
solatioA ; and, ^^l^jj^\ *^*Vu -T''* 
right. He ii>tt?h:^rto ^"'""^^ *?^* 
to* France ^i»^^^*'V''^*^'> ^"^ ^^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



75] POtmCAL REGISTER.— To the Chancellor of the Exchequer. [70 



what comfort he can from the fate of the 
Regiddes and the Liberalesy the survifors 
of whom he will, I dare say, soon have to 
pursue with his execrations across the At- 
- lantic. 

But, in the meanwhile, hit own affairs 
press hard upon him. He has found that 
peaccy though coming in such an enchant- 
ing shape, though the oHre came entwined 
with the hiurd, has not brought the usual 
adTautages of peace. He seems wonder- 
stricken at this. And,1 dare say that 
you are as much wonder-stricken as he. 
In one of my letters to you, I expressed 
an intention to hunt out, if I was able, 
a copy of the pamphlet , which you wrote, 
many years ago, in defence of the funding 
and taxing system. A Correspondent has. 
sent me some extracts from it, which I 
shall subjoin to this Letter. They will 
now serve, if not to convince you of 
your sadly shallow view of things, to show 
the public that your view was extremely 
superficial. 

From these extracts it appears, that you 
thought (for I believe you to have been 
sincere) that the permanent taxes would 
increase in amount^ whenever peace should 
come; that, because, in former wars, they 
bad fallen off, and, in the late war, had 
not fallen off, that the late war was a most 
lucky war in that respect ; and that, at a 
peace, the produce of all the old taxes 
would, as a matter of course, increase to 
a great extent. You forget, or you could 
not comprehend, the power of the paper- 
money, which grew into a part of the 
system, during the late ^ar, and which 
was wanting to former wars to make the 
cases parallel. You could not, apparent- 
ly, understand that the paper-money of 
the war would never do for times of peace ; 
that the quantity of this money must be 
diminished in peace, or that we should 
stand with a Bank never to pay in specie, 
and with an exchange against us all over 
the world. Your mind did not (giving 
you full credit for sincerity) dive so deep 
as this, or you must have perceived, that 
the neoessary diminution of the quantity 
of paper-money in peace would produce a 
diminution in the amount of the taxes, and 
that this diminution would lead, finally, to 
the want of means to pay those 63 millions 
a yeav, which formed the total of your 
lately-estimated peace expei^diture^ liow- 
eyer, Sir, bere are the extracts from your 
pamphlet insetted. My opinion Upon the 



same subjects have all along differed from 
fours. Yo«r receive, and have iong rc» 
ceived, several thousands a year out of the 
taxes for the use of your abilities, and I 
verily believe that you most earnestly eiT- 
deavour to render services worth what you 
receive. I receive nothing out of the taxes. 
We shall now, in less than two years, and, 
perhaps, in less than two months^ be able 
to decide the question, who understands 
this subject best, j/ou or I ; for, yon will 
please to observe, that I will allow of no 
living competitor; nor of any dead one 
except Paine, to whom I willingly yield 
the precedence. There is no writer, in 
England at least^ that has agreed with me. 
More than two hundred have written to 
show my opinions to be false. If I am 
proved to be wrong, I shall be without 
coD^pany ; and, if I am proved to be right, 
I will certainly admit of no companions 
amongst the writers in England. 

While thi« question is yet ondecided hy 
events, it is necessary to notice the divers 
projects that are on foot. One projector 
is for causing corn to he' distilled^ in order 
to raise the price of it, and to enable the 
farmer to pay his rent and taxes ; but this 
projector has overlooked the means of 
providing monep for people to buy the spi- 
rits with, and seems not to be aware of 
the fact, that, out of the six great distille- 
ries, in and near London, two have already 
stopped working; whether from moral 
considerations, or from a want of a suffi- 
cient market, I must leave the projector to 
determine. 

Another project is, to give a bounty on 
the exportation of corn. This would cer- 
tainly raise the price of it ; and the only 
objection to this spheme is, that, while the 
farmer would be able to pay more taxes 
equal to the amount of the bounty, the 
government must first give him that same 
amount out of taxes previously collected, 
which would, assuredly, not go on very 
fast in filling the Exchequer and in pro-. 
,viding for the payment of the Fund- 
liolders. 

A third project is to do something 
about the Tithes. Precisely what this 
class of projectors have in their heads, it 
has, hitherto, been impossible for me to 
make out. The following passago from 
the Courier may throw some light upon 
their views : " A very general eiqiectation 
^^ exists, that something will be done during 
^^ the ensuing Sittings of Parliament with 
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^< respect to TITHES ; and petitions on 
^ ike subject, we (lerceiye^ tre already pre- 
^ paring. What the measure in contem- 
^^ ptatlon is, we have not heard ; hot, pro- 
^' bably, it will be a composition such as 
^^ is usuaUy introduced into Bills of In- 
^^ ciotfure. These Bills commonly assign 
** to the Clergy a certain ren/, equal to 
<< one ninlh^ sometimes more, sometimes 
^^ less, of the rent actually paid to the 
** landlord, or of the Talue of the rent 
^^ equitably estimated, if the land is not 
^^ let at a rack rent. In this way the 
'^ funds of the Clergy will arise from a 
** positive freehold rent^ as secure as the 
'^ landlords, and the tenant will bring it 
^^ into calculation as part of his rent in 
^^ taking a farm. He will be able thus to 
'* know precisely what be is to pay fox a 
^^ tithe-free farm. This measure will be 
** of great advantage to the public^ by 
^^encouraging the cultifation of poor 
** grounds^ from which the corn-tithe at 
*• present often takes all the profit. Some 
<^ measures should also be adopted, to 
^^ compel the entire redemption of the 
^^ land-tax. If a progressire increase 
'* were laid upon the unredeemed tax, 
^^this would compel its redemption. 
^^ Many persons from Tery unpatriotic 
*^ motives refuse to buy up this tax, and 
^^ such persons should not he ^ared'* 
— ^But, then, Sir, as to this last head, Mr. 
Courier will, I suppose, furnish the laud- 
owners with money wherewith to buy up 
the said land-tax ; for, without some such 
friend, it is impossible that they should 
do it. — As to t\» ,TUhe8j this projector 
means er idently to take theniy or a part 
of them, from the Parson and to transfer 
that part to the landlord ; for, you will 
observe. Sir, that he proposes to leave the 
former a tenth, at most, of the rentj in 
lien of a tenth of thepfocfiice.— Well, and 
what would this do ? In whatever degree 
he enabled the landlord, or the farmer, or 
both, to pay taxes, he would disable the 
Parson to pay taxes. — If, indeed, he had 
proposed to seize^ at once, on all the pro- 
perty of the church, tythes, lands, manors, 
houses, corn-rents, and the whole, to ap- 
ply the proceeds to the payment of the in- 
terest of the Debt and the support of the 
Army, the Judges, the Royal Family, &c« 
and to leave the Bishops and Clergy to be 
maintained by the voluntary contribution 
of those who might wish to have their ser- 
vices, I should have understood him, at 



any rate. What he has now said is so 
much sheer nonsense ; but it shows, that 
there are afloat some ugly notions about the 
property of the chqrch. Men do not ap- 
pear to see clearly into each others views 
upon the subject ; but they do certainly * 
entertain an idea, that the property of the 
church is a sort of resource. It is cer- 
tainly a very great resource, not less, per- 
haps, than eight or nine millions m yeary 
if the parliamentary estimates of <he rent- 
roll of the kingdom be correct ; but, then, 
it is to be come at by the government and 
the fund-holders only in the way that I 
have pointed out ; and, though I feel very 
little anxiety tibout the matter, I can 
hardly imagine, that, when the great and 
incessant zeal of the Clergy for beginning 
and pdshing on the late glorious wars is 
taken into view, the government will lay 
its hands on their lands and livings, or, iti 
the phrase of old King Harry, *' to be- 
^* take itself to their temporalities."— 
However, Sir, as this is a question which 
appears to me to lie entirely between the 
Clergy, who defended the wars, and the 
fund-holders, who lent their money to 
carry them on, it is one upon which I shall 
not presume to ofter an opinion, just ob- ^ 
serving, as a farmer, that I would as soon 
pay the amount of my tythes to the one 
as to the other. 

A fourth projector would proceed by 
subtraction instead of addition. Our 
arithmetic is all coming into use. He 
would lower the interest of the Debt ; or, 
in other words, apply the sponge to a part 
of the score. This project has many ad- 
vocates, and seems to be gaining prose- 
lytes daily. It is, I fancy, the apparent 
simplicity of this project and the seeming 
ease of execution, to which it owes the 
greater part of the approbation, with 
which it is every where received. Cer- 
tainly nothing can be more simple or 
more easy of execution than the paying 
of poundage upon ones debts. But, then, 
there comes to be settled what proportion 
this poundage shall bear to the debt, and 
what security we are to give that the 
poundage of next year shall not exceed 
the poundage of this year. There comes 
to be settled, the divers rates of poundage 
according to the various tin^gg ^f lending, 
aiid the difference in the value of the 
moikMr tent to tlic g»»etnment; ^®*^> *^ 
would be a crying act of i^j^tice tf .^^^^ 
foond those ^ho lent i^, ^^^(^ V^t^ ^^""^ 
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Quotations from ^* Jn Enquiry into the 
State of the Financed of Great Britain 
in answer to Mb. Morgan's Facts^ by 
Nicholas Vawsittart, E8q.'*1790, 

" About two years ago I had occasion, 
in answer to the gloomy predictions of 
Jasper Wilson, to take a cursory riew of 
the resources of the nation, and io examine 
the general state of its Commerce and 
Finances. I then endeavoured to shew 
' on how vain a foundation the fears of the 
desponding rested;^ and the events of the 
momentous and important period which 
has since elapsed," (meaning, I suppose, 
the stoppage of cash payments at the 
Bank) *• had, in my opinion, so proved 
the correctness of my statements and the 
justice of my conclusions, that 1 little ex- 
pected tP hare been if gain called upon to 
defend them. A work, however, has 
lately appeared, not in the form of a News- 
paper Essay, or an anonymous pamphlet^ 
but of a grave discussion, the avowed pro- 
duction of a Gentlemen of acknowledged 
talent, and who may even rank very high 
amonii; statesmen, if his own definition of 
the sciences of Government and Finances 
be just — that the one requires onlu a little 
Common Semc^ and the dther only a little 
common Arithmetic. In that work, ^p. 
ported by the authority of Mr. Morgan's 
name, and impressed on the public atten. 
tion by the solemnity of its tide * Facts 
Addressed, &c.' the same strain prevails 
of lamentation and despondence which 
distinguished Jasper Wilson's florid decla- 
mations. Facts are always valuable, but 
I believe the real facts to be widely diffe- 
rent from Mr. Morgan's statement ; and I 
should Ument on much better grounds, 
than any concern for my reputation as an 
Author^ if such facts were true, as the in- 
evitable bankruptcy and approaching roln 
of my country." 

Page 26. — " Mr. Morgan is so terrified 
at the dreadful phantom,** (speaking oi 
the National Debt) " he has conjured up, 
that he sinks into the lowest despondency ; 
and, after reckoning up the wars and ru- 
mours of wars which this country has pro- 
duced already, dooms us to warfare, bank* 
ruptcy, and ruin in times to come," 

Page 30.—" The National Debt is in- 
deed in one point of- vienf a charge upon 
the general mass of national property^ 
which is defrayed 'by deducting a cerUin 
portion of every maa^s income, by mean^ 



who lent in paper-money not convertible 
into gold. Thet*e comes to be settled 
what fs to be done with the Debts o( the 
East India Company, which^ exceed, by 
one third, the Debts of the whole of the 
American Re|>ublic. There comes to be 
settled, what is to be the poundage on 
private d^bts and mortgages, and rack 
rents a«td ground-rents, and leaseholds 
and annuities, and rent-charges and mar- 
riage settlements, and shares of partner- 
ships, and a hundred other things which 
I cannot think of, and vhich if I could 
think of them, it would be quite useless 
to enumerate. In short, Sir, that head 
must be mut-h more solid and steady than 
mine, which does not swim at the expanse 
developpd by the bare mention of this 
very " simple and easy^^ project of lower- 
ing the interest of the national Debt. 

Nevertheless, Sir, I am 'seriously im- 
pressed with the opinion, that, in some 
shape or other, to this project we shall 
•ome. I really have no plea'iure in the 
persuasion, that this will and must be the 
case; for. though my memory is pretty 
good, and though all prophets like io see 
their prophecies verified, I see, turn which 
way I will, so much calamity threatening 
all classes of people, that I cannot, though 
I should have a clear right to do it, fold 
up my arms and lau^h at the raging of the 
storm. I give you, Sir, full credit for the 
best possible intentions. Your course has 
never been marked with that insolence 
towards the people, which has justly ex- 
cited in their breasts a hatred of some 
other men. And, though good intentions 
alone are insufficient for the task which 
you have now to perform, yet I am very 
far from supposing, that any good could 
possibly arise from a change of the Minis- 
try ; and, indeed, I am, on the contrary, 
convinced, that, if any thing could make 
our situation worse that it appears likely 
to become, and make our case perfectly 
hopeless, it would be such a change as the 
factious Whig writers are now endeavour- 
ing .to accomplish through the opening 
that may be made by our pecuniary dis- 
tress. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour most hamble, and 

most obedient servant, 

Wm. Cobbxtt* J 
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6f taxttion* In tether ^ it eonstitates the 
property and famishes the income of a 
great and respectable dass of the inhabi- 
tmnts of the country. In a third it is a de- 
posit for capital not otherwise employed." 
*' The extinction . o/ the debt is not, 
however, by any means the only purpose 
which the redeeming fund is found to 
answer : it regulates in a considerable de- 
gree the ordinary rate of interest, and the 
general state of credit, as well private as 
public; by prodacing a regular and steady 
supply of money in the market, it prevents 
great and sadden fluctuations, and coun- 
teracts fraudulent combinations to influ- 
ence the price of stock.^' 

Ptoge 61. — ^^ So rapid has been the pro- 
gress of National Improvement in the pre- 
sent times, and so solid is the foundation 
of General Credit, that they do not appear 
to have suffered any material detriment 
from the war, notwithstanding the increas- 
ing pressure of the public burdens, and the 
extraordinary magnitude of the projects 
which had Utely been undertaken. It is 
needless to prove, that -during the conti- 
Duance of the late peace, such plans had 
been adopted of agricultural improvement, 
of roads, and bridges, and canals; of ex- 
tending buildings in almost all our provin- 
cial cities, and of additions to London, 
alone equal to many cities, as far exceeded 
the utmost limits of imagination in tim6s 
past. ' But the execution of these projects 
Jias tnffered so Httle intermption from the 
exigencies of the times, that many others 
.of not less hardy conception have been un- 
dertaken during the war itself." , 

Page 74. — " From all these, circum- 
stances, I cannot avoid drawing the cou- 
closioD, that amidst all the alarms and dif- 
ficulties of so terrible a warfare, the pros- 
perity of the country has not materially 
fiuffered ; however^ we maif regret the ne- 
cessity which forced us unaooidably into 
the contest^ and now compels us to the con- 
tittuance of it. But surely it will ever be 
remembered among the most signal bless* 
ings which have attended this favoured 
Jsk, that in a time like the present, we 
are able to look for Peace with confidence^ 
or for War without alarm. History will 
record the events of the struggle- in which 
Great Britain has repelled the gigantic ef- 
forts of the Modem Vandalsy arn^ed with 
all the arts of destruction, and inflamed 
vrilh the spirit of universal desolation ; and 
fqtire Statesmen Will investigate the causes 



which enabled her, without exhausting her 
ordinary resources^to withstand an enemy, 
who, casting away every idea of self prew 
serration, consumed his own vitals in his 
efforts to annoy the foe." 

Page 63. — " Another criterion not less 
important may be derived from the pro- 
duce of the internal taxes, which, falling 
on almost every article of consumption^ 
excepting those of immediate and absolute 
necessity, furnishes a pretty certain indi- 
cation of the comforts or necessities of the 
people. Accordingly it has always been 
found, that when the burdens of the state 
bore heavily on the nation, the income of 
these taxes gradually declined, and that 
effect has been considered as so constant 
during War, as. scarcely to afford any ap- 
prehension, because it was supposed it 
would recover after the return of peace. 
But if during the present War their pro- 
duce has scarcely diminished, notwith- 
standing the great additions made to them, 
it affords a mo^t extraordinary proof, that 
the general mass of National Property has 
increased 'to a degree not only capable of 
bearing its forager burdens, but of support- 
ing so great aa additional weight, without 
injuring the happiness of the people.'' 

Milton, Shakkspear, and Potatoes. 

It is quite surprizing what heaps of 
abuse have been thrown on me out of the 
Gutters of Ireland and England (I mean 
the provincial papers) for my observations 
upon these subjects. I care very little 
about Milton or Shakespear ; but, I shovld 
really like to see something like an answer 
to my observations on their writings. At 
any rate, why abuse me for my notions ? 
If there be persons who are delighted with 
the idea of an angel being split down the 
middle, and of the two halves coming 
(^/op/) together again, intestines and all, 
they may, surely, let rae pass without abuse 
for not having so re6ned a taste. If there 
be persons, who are charmed with the 
puns and smut and rant and hobgotxlins of 
our other " Divine Bard," surely I may 
be allowed to express my dislike of these 
without being abused, — As to potatoes^ 
the use of them, as a substitute for the 
flour of wheat, is a subject of importance. 
I have not written a mcrq phillipic against 
this use/ I ^*^® stated facts, and have 
used argom^»*«« These admit of «n 
answer; thcy.»^tt^U of being shov" *<> ^ 
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er^osemis, if H^xey be erroneoDi; a&d, 
those wko, iDBtead of fsets and a^raments, 
nake o9e of ahu$€^ may be assured, that 
i^j will be looked upon as doing all they 
are able to do in support of my opinions. 
To show these abusive persons, that all 
the world are not of their way of thinking, 
I insert the following Letter. 

Mr. CoBBETT, — There was a time, 
when it was seriously believed by the 
mass of the people of this country, and 
they would born you alive if yon disbe- 
lieved, that a popish talisman transubstan- 
tiates, by a word, a painted wafer into 
the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. — 
Cruel and ridiculous as this belief was, 
it 18 not more absurd than the belief that 
a^ persoto at Rotston can foretel by 
hieroglyphics, and other outlandish terms, 
the state of the weather and public events, 
many months before they take place*. 
The fact is, there is nothing too absurd 
for man not to believe, nor too cruel for 

him noi to act in defence of his belief. 

Yet we gravely tell one another, we are 
an " enlightened people^' and that our 
country is <^ the envy and admiration of 
^Uhe* world,'' You need not wonder, 
therefore, that Potatoes are considered 
to be a good substitute for bread^ and that 
people continue to eat them by way of 
saving, — But, as this important subject 
should not be slightly passed over, and 
as experiments made in diflferent places, 
though tending to the same results, may 
be interesting, I request you to insert as 
follows.— I sent, this week, a little girl 
into the market to purchase a gallon of 
potatoes, and as she picked them, she 
paid 5d.; their weight was, in that state, 
Slbs, )3oz. or 71/**. \^oz. per bushel. 
I then washed and pared them, which 
reduced their weight to 6tb.<f. I \oz. being 
about one quarter loss. They were then 
fit for the pot ; but I grated them into an 
hair sieve, and poured repeatedly water 
through them ; after standing 12 hours, 
I poured the water away, and found at 
top an ounce of brozon earthy matter^ 
which I took off. I then dried the rest 
in a moderately heated stove. When dry, 
it weighed exactly one pound. — ^This, I 
suppose, is nutritive, and, if equal to fine 
flour is above as dear again. Fine flour 
is^ here 46a. per sack of 2S0lbs. say 2</, 

♦ I am inforaeil there are aboat halt a milHoii 
of MoorV« Almtnackit toM in a year. 



per pound ; ^SOlbs.oi potatoe flour coste 
j65 16s, Sd. ; bat flour, such as moat 
families use who bake their own bread, 
may be bought for 1 Id, per gallon, or 
^l 16f. 6d. per saek : so much, there* 
fore, for economy! Now, those who 
may be inclined to dispute this, had bet- 
ter first try the experiment themselves, 
then they will foe much better informed, 
as to the other particulars, such as clean- 
liness ! pleasantness I and health ! ! 
~ I am, &c. W. Goodman* 

Warwick, January 19. 

Mr. Cobbett, — You have copied into 
your Register of the 6th inst. a Tery un- 
fair statement of what I said at the Bath, 
Agricultural Sotiety, upon the subject of 
Mr. Spooner^s motion; and, in conse- 
quence, you have very freely set me down 
with the knight who is said to have pro- 
posed the growth of hemp, as a rem^y 
for the present distress of the country. — 
What I said, was, in substance, and al- 
most verbatim, as follows, that, "I would 
" agree to no partial remedy : that, upoft 
" ordinary oeeasions, I would always be 
" dispeaed, in petitioning the legislature 
" to avoid being too particular f but now, 
" such were the necessities of the country, 
" that we ought, specifically, to state, what 
*^ we thought required for general safety. 
^* That, in my opinion all taxes on indus* 
^* try should be withdrawn; that, to ren*- 
" der this new system practicable, all sine^ 
'^ cures should be given up, the utmost 
'^ economy be observed in national expend 
^^ ditnre, and that entails should be abo^- ' 
^' lished. That, to enable the C6untry,to 
^^ get above its nH>st immediate difficol ties, 
" arising from a delusive system of finance, 
^^ that the Bank should again be liberal^ 
'' and paper money be^ held good for at 
" least two or three years. That so far 
" from agreeing with Mr. Spooner's pro- 
" posal for withdrawing the Farmer's In- 
" come Tax, I was clearly of opinion that 
^^ if the Corn Bill remained as now, that 
" tax should be continued; for although 
^^ when first imposed^ it was the most un- 
" principled of all taxes, it had now b^ 
*^ come quite equitable: it was in fact a 
" land tax, and nothing more thaH a ppo- 
^^ per baUinee against the advantages af- 
^ forded the landed interest by the late 
^' Cora Bill." 'nese opinions taken to- 
gether, you will allow have a very dif- 
ferent aspect from the bare asseHkMi^ re« 
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ported in jojxr paper, that all taxes should 
be taken off which bore upon industri/ ih 
AHT WAY. — If yon shall think proper, set- 
ting aside quibble as 4o what could be 
ilneant by taxes on industry ^io controrert 
my opinions, 1 shall not be afraid to de- 
fend them. In the mean time, it i&ight be 
iBtru«ion to argue the question ; and, re- 
iquesting that you will gire this a place in 
your Register, merely as a matter of jus- 
tice, I am, &c. 

Robert Gou&lat. 
JDeplford Farm^ fViUs. lUh Jan. 1816. 

N.B. i insert the aboTe, because I would 
not leave Mr. Govrlat any reason to 
complain of me, though I cannot subscribe 
to any one of his opinions. Wm. C. 



To rtB Editor of the Political 
Register. 

Mr. Cobbbtt, — ^The underwritten let- 
ter was lateiy picked up on the beach near 
this place by a sailor, one morning after a 
setere gale : should it meet with your ap- 
probation, will thank you to give it publi- 
city through the medium of your widely 
circulated paper. I am, your's, &^. 

Honestus. 

Z>er.l5^181d. 

Sir, — As a spirit of the other world, I 
ought to apologize for the freedom I take 
in thus addressing my communications to 
yon ; but, from the number of new faces 
that I daily see, and who were your inti- 
mate acquaintance when living, it occurred 
to me you would like to know, what is 
going forward here ; but, first, I will briefly 
state to you my avocation when I inha- 
bited the planet you now reside on.— You 
BQUsf Icnow, sir, I was, some hundred years 
back, a little country farmer, living not 
far from the estate of a rich Commoner ; I 
managed by my own industry to bring up 
my wife and family tolerably well, to be 
sure, I did not send them to a boarding- 
school, for, fortunately, in my time we 
had none, it being thought a rare* thing 
then for a farmer*s son to read, and as to 
bis daughter's playing on the guitar or 
spinnet, the idea would have been laughed 
at; however, with the assistance of the 
clerk of our parish, I made my sons pretty 
good scholars and honest men, while my 
girts were reckoned the best dairy maids 
and housewives in the county. I lived to see 
my sons well settled, each renting a small 
farm, sufficient to supply them with every 



necessary (luxuries they knew not), and a 
trifle to spare for the necessitous. In the 
midst of my worldly happiness, old age 
warned me that my end was approaching ; 
while sitting in my elbow-chair^ smoking 
a homely pi()e, and drinking a jug of my 
ale (for we then knew not the use of wine 
but -as a medicine), my old wife Margery 
and my daughters sitting around roe doing 
the necessary repairs to the family linen, 
my spirit was suddenly called away to the 
regions I now inhabit. Old Charon, on 
my arrival at the ferry, was induced (from 
the general good character I bore when on 
earth) to appoint me helmsman of the boat. 
From the high situation I hold here, I have 
learnt what befel my unhappy family, the 
particulars of which as they may be rather 
interesting, I will relate to you. Andrew 
and David (my two sons) enjoyed their 
small farms but a short time, as they were 
purchased by a great man in the neigh, 
btiurhood, and with the addition of an- 
other or two, were all (as we farmers term 
it) laid into one. This practice increased 
to a great extent, and was the ruin of 
many whose property would not allow 
them to take " a large farm," My two 
boys, however, being left in affluent cir- 
cumstances, were pitched upotf by the 
Squire as men to be trusted, dnd, what 
was much better, as men whose capital 
would tend to improve his estate. They 
readily accepted the offer of a farm each, 
and their landlord was pleased to shew 
t)\em particular marks of attention^ which 
were productive of no good consequences, 
as you,shall hear. It w^is a practfce with 
the Squire to invite them, at least once a 
month (with ether of his tenants) to dine 
wiCh him; the grandeur of the mansion, 
the magnificence of the apartments, the 
style in which they were served, had a bad 
effect on Andrew and David, for, as their 
visits at the Squire's increased, their own 
homely fare became less palatable to them, 
and they could not relish their joint of 
meat on a Sunday without a glass or two 
of wine to wash it down. At market, too, 
they could not ride up and spend their 
market penny, as I and my neighbours 
used to do ; but, as they had perchance 
dined with the 'Squire once that Week, 
they would not lower their dignity so ' 
much as to take a glass of grog or 
ale ; No ! nothing less than a bottle of 
wine and a private room would content 
them. It happen^ about this tl<n^, that 
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a young ladies* boarding school was esta- 
blished in the neii^hbouring town, which 
their landlord much recommended, it be- 
ing kept by a cast -off mistress of an old 
friend of his : to this precious seminary 
were my grand-daughters consigned. My 
grandsons were sent to an academy for 
the education of young gentlemen, kept 
by a broken supervisor of excise, who was 
discharged from that office for smuggling. 
Luxury now began to gain grouiid — an 
agricultural society was established ; the 
tenants had now more frequent invitations 
to the table of the Squire, from whom he 
gathered sufficient materials to enable him 
to make a decent speech at the quarterly 
meeting : particular attention was paid by 
the Society to " breeding in all its 
*^ branches ;" and, indeed, so much was 
this branch of agricultural pursuits at- 
tended to, that I am credibly informed, 
one of the members has no less than five- 
and-twenty illegitimate children. I need 
not tell you what a state their morals 
must be in. My grand-children, now re- 
turned from boarding-school, the girls, 
within the airs of French opera dancers, 
the fine breed of dairy maids became ex- 
tinct ; neither of them knew a bull from a 
cow, and would faint at the sight of a 
milk-pail. The boys on their return were 
preseijted to the Squire ; they had, by the 
assistance of a run-a-way Swiss, learned 
to jabber a liUle French, which they fre- 
quently heard introduced into conversa- 
tion by the Squire's polite guests ; they 
ridicnled their father's old bone-setting 
cart as they termed it, alleging, it was now 
become vulgar to ride in any thing less 
than n tandem or curricle, as the great 
gentlemen did who came down to the 
Squire's : accordingly, a new chaise was 
prepared to serve as either, which my poor 
son was constrained to drive to, market 
every week, and upon all genteel visits ; 
while two high bred nags were kept fpr 
my grand-sons, who having a great taste 
for horses, attended a neighbouring pack 
of hounds, and became iu time professed 
horse-dealers, by which employment it is 
calculated they did not lose more than 
three hundred a year. Assemblies and 
balls, which were only known In my time 
to a few of the great and ancient families 
of the County, now became the favourite 
amusements of the farmers' sons and 
daughters ; cards were introduced, and 
Dick Muckfork lost his twenty guineas, 



and paid them as cheerfully to Harry 
Dungcart, as my Lord Spadille would to 
Sir George Cassino. Port now became 
too vulgar. Sherry, Madeira, and a long 
list of luxurious wines were added to their 
feasts, which they gave alternately at each 
others' houses. Their old mansions would 
not do ; new ones were buiIt,for which they 
paid extravagant rents; these houses con- 
sisted of a dining, drawing, tea room, kc. 
&c. with a butler's pantry^ and a study 
for the master. How ridiculous ! how 
truly laughable, instead of being on foot 
by break of day attending to the stock, 
here we find the master of the farm break- 
fasting at eleven o'clock in hts study ^ read* 
ing a novel, in order to get a sufficient 
stock of nonsense to vend at the next ball 
or card party. Howerer, I understand 
from a very intelligent Spirit that I fertyed 
over the Styx the other day, this career 
has received a sudden check : the commo- 
dity they dealt in declined very much in 
price. All is havoc and confusion: the 
good old building which I have often 
looked at with pleasure while purchasing' 
my stock on a Siaturday, is, I am told, al- 
most crammed to suffocation with credu- 
lous and unthinking tenants: curricles, 
tandems, gigs, dog-carts, shooting ponies, 
all, all ! are borne down by the sweeping 
torrent of insolvency, and my poor grand- 
sons who began their education at a gcn-^ 
teel academy, are likely to have the mor- 
tifying consolation of finishing it in a col- 
lege. 3.ut I must now conclude this, as I 
see a great crowd hastening to the ferry : 
should I by means of them learn the fate of * 
my- two daughters, \ will send you an ac- 
count ; for the present I mu^t remain (as 
much as in my power) your well wisher— 
the Spirit of 

A Farmer in Old Times.. 
Frtm the Shades Mom. 



American Coarseness,' / 
I cannot refrain from inserting, hej-e 
the report of a tri^, whi<!h £ find in an 
American news-paper, ^The National 
Advocate) as a proof of the horror in 
which crimes are held in that country, 
and as a specimen of the mantier in which 
arc published the accounts of such dis. 
graceful transactions. The Edinburgh 
and Quarterly Reviews talk of thecofir^^- 
ness of the American Press. That press 
has certainly dealt villany some pretty 
hard blows. It has made known some 
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rery disagreeable troths concerning the 
conduct of those, whom these Reviewers 
wished to screen. This is the coarseness^ 
of which these gentleman so bitterly com-^ 
plain. Buf, until they can produce us, 
from some English news-paper, an article 
of the nature of that which I here insert, 
written with as roach ability and as much 
delicacy, modesty should keep them si-^ 
lent, at least, upon the subject* 

Trial of Robert L. Taylor. 

In our paper of yesterday, we were 
totally silent on the subject of this Trial, 
which, in consequence of an indictfbent 
fbnnd against Robert L. Taylor by the 
Grand Jury at August term, took place 
on Tuesday last before the Hustings 
Court, and a Special Jury of this city. 
It is not easy to define the cause of our 
silence. It originated in the peculiar 
nature of the case. There was in that 
case someUiing orer which humanity and 
modesty wished to throw an impenetrable 
Tetl — while Justice, stern and unmoved, 
rent, with one hand, the chaste and mys- 
ttriont curtain, and with the other, smote 
the humbled and wretched offender. 

A report of the trial, howerer, baring 
ajipearad from another quarter, our scru- 
ples are, ii^ some degree, reroored; and 
we feel at liberty to approach it with a 
blush—with commingled emotions of sur- 
prise, indignation, and pity — and, espe- 
cially, with deepest sympathy ' Cor the 
young, artless, innocent object of the 
gnilty assault^ and for the amiable and 
infant son of the author of that assaults 

Hoif ftmnge a compound is man ! and 
in this compound, what heterogeneous 
mixture of pure metal and base alloy ! 
The man thus indicted — 1 for an assault 
vnth an intent^ to commit a rape — % for a 
mere assault^ was not one of those 
▼retched, despicable, brutalized beings, 
whose soul was nerer irradiated and 
warmed by a single genial ray of refined 
kDOwledi;e — whose feelings never waked 
but to dark designs and atrocious deeds. 
— No \ Genius and Science had marked 
hioi for their own — ^The muses had gifted 
hhn with poetical powers which haye 
often beim admired-^-and what is more. 
Religion had, enrolled him under her holy 
standard I With the eloquence of a Cbry- 
softoDi/ he had of ten inculcated from the 
pulpit, the precepts of christian morality 
.^No wonder, then, that with so many 



claims to private and public confidence, 
he should engage the esteem, conciliate 
the friendship, and command the respect 
of so many enlightened and virtuous per- 
sons ! The good, the honourable, are not 
prone to suspicion- and, indeed^ who 
could have susf)ected one^ who, with so 
many other incentives to virtue, possessed 
in his accomplished wife, an unco^m'mon 
share of that bliss which female loveliness 
bestows ? Contrary to all moral proba- 
bilities, contrary to the usual results of 
human affairs, and to the usual phrasers of 
the human character, genius, science, re- 
ligion, self respect, social coosiderationa, 
sympathy for innocence, affection for a 
wife in the most interesting of situations, 
at once deserted him. No haUudnation 
ever was so deplorable. As well might 
the rash offender have ascended the lofty 
pinnacle of our capitol and precipitated 
himself headlong from its summit, with & 
hope of escaping unhurt from the tre- 
mendous fall. — ^There obviously was, in 
the unaccountable attempt, a considera- 
ble share of insanity^ produced byiateuy 
perate habits, and by the wild^ lawless 
wanderings of a disorder^ imagination* 

To be specific — Robert L. Taylor, 
indicted on the two counts above menti- 
oned, was, on Tuesday last, put upon his 
trial. No counsel appeared in his behalf.. 
The case was opened in a calm and digni. 
fied manner, by the State's Attorney, Mr. 
Wm. Marshall. The Prisoner then spoke. 
The ol^ect of his address, in which inge-. 
noity and eloquence, wortliy of a better 
cause conspicuously shone^ vras to remove 
the clouds of prejudice in which he stood 
involved — ^We ought to have remarked 
that most of the persons summoned as 
jurymen upon this case, declared a pre. 
conceired opinion of guilt in the Prisoner 
— and that he declined challenging any 
of those persons. 

Miss , the only witness, was called 

upon to reveal the dark mystery of almost 
inconceivable iniquity. Her tender age 
(she is scarcely 12 years old)— t^e modes, 
ty natural to her sex and to that age— the 
awful solemnity of the occasion — the 
heart rending recoUections and dismal 
imagery which it conjured up^all contri. 

buted to impart ^^"^^torro^V^ J^Vu 
... A^ *aie of horror was with 

testimony-the tale _^^^^^^^^^ 

difficulty extorted frotn ^^ ^'^^^^led 4 
blushing, artless ,J^ ' detestable yan^ , 
web of mingled, ^"^P"'^ ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



PI] 



POUTICAL REGISTER.— 0^-afP<9>tfrf. 



[J» 



It i^peaved, that wiles, at first, tben 
tbMAts and TioleDce, had been used to- 
^ards the poor intended victim of un- 
hallowed lofe— that pollution had been 
escaped only, by the struggles of alarmed 
modesty-'-^nd that terrorism and hypo- 
crisy of the most heinous nature, were 
raporadded to guilt, in order to preyent 
detection. 

Mr. Ilarlhidl, tinitiwg with the neces* 
lary sererity of a state prosecutor the 
oande«r imd sympathies of a good man, 
proeoeded te establish, upon this testi- 
mony, tiie substance of the indictment. 
Thk was done ih the most satisfactory 
manner. He did not recommtnd to the 
jnry eiemplary damages.— They must 
look, ibt at the criminal, bat at his help- 
less, amiable^ innoitent wife — at a poor 
babe, ttnconsoiois of the blushes and mi« 
sery that await hitn, &c. The Jury re- 
tired, and soon tffter their verdict waa 
made known* ^< We of the Jury find the 
defendant gntlty, and amerce him to one 
cant damages." 

The deCendant was then condemned by 
&e Bench to imprisotment for one year 
in tke eommoA jinh He was spared the 
disgrace of the pillory. The ofieoce 
amotinting only to a- mitderaeaAor msder 
the common law, did not fall within the 
penalties of the Penitentiary. 

Thus has terminated a painful afiair, of 
which, happify for society, few examples 
hare ever occurred. The sanctity of the 
laws has been poUnted ; the sacred trust 
of parental confidence betrayed ; the abi.. 
lities and seal of able and Tirtuons in. 
stnictors of femides nentralised b^ the ne- 
cessary re-aotion of the suspidons and 
doubts incident on such occasions; the 
sooffen at religion, genius, science, and 
refined education, hare been furidshed 
with additional weapons in a wretched 
cause. 

But here let us paoie.^^To us the of- 
fender is personally unkncrwn. We speak 
not in anger, but in justice to society — 
and, in one respect, we coigratnlate both 
our feilow^tisens and R. L. Taylor on 
the result of this ordeal. It has brought 
to Hght the reaA extent of the e?il— and 
chalked ont its true dimensions and shape. 
The oiaggerations which had swelled and 
dbtorted reaUties, must now Yanish. The 
contagioas breath of calumny will no 
longer dare to oontaminate the purity of 
many an amiable girl-«-6imp1y because 



she happened to be under the tuition of 
R. L. Taylor. Had other facts of an ua- 
chaste complexion existed, surely the late 
trial would haye forced them out. Away, 
then, with false exaggerations, malicious 
surmises, and baseless, airy fabrics, of 
unjust suspicion ! To rob any human 
being of character, upon mere conjecture, 
is detestaUe ; causelessly to asperse die 
reputation of a young, innocent, spotless 
girl^ is diabolical ! 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

A COVYBNTION TO REGULATE THE CoK- 
MEaCE nETWEEN THE TEKUTOIUEB OF THB 

Umitbd States and those or his Bai- 

TAVMic Majesty. 

The United States of America and his 
Britannic Majesty, being desirous by a 
CoUTention to regulate the commerce and 
navigatioo betwe^ their respeetiVe eoun-* 
tries, territories, and people, in such a 
manaer as to render the same j>ec»pro.* 
cally beneficial and satisfactory, have re- 
spectirely nam^ Plenipotentiariei, and 
giTCB then full powers to treat of and 
conclude sndh contention; that is to say, 
the Presideot of the United States, by 
and with the consent of the Senate thereof, 
hath appointed for their Pleaip6tenttarics 
John Qdtncy Adams, Henry Clay, and 
Albert Gallatin, cUisens of the United 
States ; and bis Royal Highness the Prince 
Rjegcnt,^ acting in the name and on behalf 
of His Majesty, has named for his Pleni- 
potentiaries the Right Hon. Frederick 
John Robinson, Vice-President of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
and Pliuitations, Joint Paymaster of his 
Majesty's Forces, and a Member of the 
Imperial Parliament; Henry Gonlburn, 
Esq. a Member of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, and Under Secretary of State; «ml 
William Adams, Esq. Doctor of Civil 
Laws; and tbe said Pleaipotentiariea 
haring mutually produced and shewn 
their said full powers, and exdmnged 
copies of the smne, hanre agreid on and' 
concluded the foUowing Articles, tIz. — 

Art. 1. There shall be between the 
territories of the United States of Ame- 
rica^ and all the territories of his Britaa-. 
nie Majesty in Europe, a reciprocal li- 
berty of commerce. The inhabitants of 
tCe two countries respecdvely shhll faaro 
liberty freely and securely to come with 
their ships and cargoes to all such places. 
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ports, sdd rifers in the territoriw afor^^ 
Mid to iririoli other foreigtierfl are permit- 
ted to come^ to enter into the same, and 
to remnin and reside in an j parts of tht 
Mid territories respeetirely ; also to hire 
and occupy houses and warekonses for 
the pnrpose of thdr eoramerce ; and^ ge- 
nerally, the merchants and tmders of 
each nation respectively slmll enjoy the 
most complete pr«>teetioft and security 
for their commerce, but snhject alwayl to 
the laws and statutes of the tiro eoun^ 
tries respectifdy* 

t. No higher or other duties shall he 
imposed on the hnportation to the United 
States of any articles, tiie growth, prow 
dnce, or manufacture of his Britannic 
Majesty's territories in Europe, and no 
higher or 'other duties ^all be imposed «b 
the importatioh into the territories of his 
Britannic Majesty in Europe of amj arti« 
des, the growth, produce, or manufaetute 
of the United States, than are or shall be 
payable on the like articles, beia| the 
growth, produce, or manalacture of any 
other foreign countries; nor shaU any 
higher or other duties or charges l>e lm« 
p<Med in either of the two countries, on 
the exportation of any articles to the 
United States, or to hiH Britannic Ma- 
jesty's territories in Earope respeetirely, 
4han Such as are payable on the exporta* 
tion of the like articles to any other 
foreign country ; nor shall any prohibi- 
tion be imposed on the exportation or 
Importation of any articles, the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the United 
States, or of his Britannic Majesty's ter- 
ritories in Europe, to or from the said ter- 
ritories of his Britannic Majesty in £u- 
ro|W, to or from the sa*d United States, 
whieh shall not be eqaaUy extended to all 
other nations. 

No higher or other duties or charges 
shall be impost in any of the ports of the 
United States on British vessels, than 
those parable in the same ports by vessels 
of the United States, nor in the ports of 
any of his Britannic Majesty's territories 
in Europe, on the fessels Jf the United 
States, than shall be payable in the same 
ports on British vessels. The same duties 
shall be paid on the importation into the 
United States of any articles the growth, 

Sroduce, or manufacture of his Britannic 
lajesty^s territoxies in Europe, whether 
such importation shall be in vessels of 
the United States, or in British vessels, 



and the same duties shall be paid on the 
hnportation into the po^ts of any of hit , 
Britannic Majesty's territories in Europe, 
of any article the growth, produce, or 
maBu£Eieture of the United States, whether 
such importation shall be in British ves- 
sels, or in the vessels of the United 
States. 

The same duties shall be paid, and the 
same bounties allowed on the exportation 
of any articles, the grovrth, produce, or 
manufactures of his Britannic Malesty*! 
territories in Europe to the United S^tes, 
whether such exportation shall be in Brf« 
tish vessels, or vessels of the United States; 
and the same duties shall be paid, and tiie 
same bounties allowed on the exportation 
of any article the growth, produce, of 
manufacture of the United States to bfo 
Britannic Majesty's territories in Europe^ 
whether such exportation shall be in Bri* 
tish vessels, or in vessels of the United 
States. 

It is further agreed, that in all places 
where drawbacks are or may be allowed 
upon the reHnqportation of any goods the 
growth, produce, or manufttcture of either 
country respectively, the amount of the 
said drawbacks shall be tiie same, whether 
the said goods shall have been orighially 
imported in a British or American vessel i 
but when such re-exportation shall take 
place from the United States in a British 
vessel, or from terrifbries of his Britannic 
Majesty in Europe in an American vessel, 
to any other for^gn nation,, the iwo Con* 
tracting Ptsrties reserve to themselves re- 
spectively the right of regulating or dimi« 
nishing in such case the amount of tht 
said drawback. 

The intercourse between the United 
States and his Britannic Majesty's posses- 
sions in the West Indies, and on the Con- 
tinent of North America, shall be affected 
by any of the provisions of this article, 
but each party shall remain in the com- 
plete possession of its rights, vritii respect 
to such an intercourse. 

3. His Britannic Majesty agreeft that 
the vessels of the United States of Amt* 
rica shall be admitted, and hospitably re- 
ceived, at the principal settlements of Uie 
British dominions in the East Indies ; tiz. 
Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, and the 
Prince of Wales's Island ; and that the 
citizens of the aa*^ Unit^ Statw m^ 
freely carry on trade ^ft^eei^^^^^ 
principal setUei»«^^* ^^d tj^^ ^^ ^^""^^ 
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States in all articles of which the im. 
portation an;! exportation rcspectiTely 
to and from the said territories shall not 
be entirely prohibited ; provided only, 
that it shall not be lawful for them, in 
any tlm^ of war between the British 
Gorernment and any State or Power 
whateTer, to export from the said ter- 
ritories, .Without the* special permission 
of theJBrittsh GoYernment, any military 
Stores or naval stores, or rice. The citi- 
sens of the United States ^all pay for 
their vessels, when admitted, no higher or 
other duty or charge, than shall be pay. 
able on the vessels of the roost favoured 
European nations, and they shall pay no 
higher or other duties or charges on the 
importation or exportation of the cargoes 
of the said ressels, than shall be payable 
on the same articles when imported or ex« 
ported in the vessels of the most favpured 
European nations. But it is expressly 
agreed, that the vessels of the United 
States shall not carry any articles from 
the said principal settlements to any port 
or place, except to some port or place in 
the United Slates of America when the 
same shall be unladen, it is also ludcr- 
stood, that the perir.ission granted by this 
article is not to cxtetifl to allow the ves- 
sels of the United States to carry on any 
])art of the coasting trade of the said Bri- 
tish territories, but the vessels of the 
United States having in the first instance, 
proceeded to one of the said principal set- 
tlentents of the British dominions in the 
East Indies, and then going with their ori- 
ginal cargoes, or any part thereof, from 
pne of the said principal settlements to 
another, shall not be considered as carrying 
oa the coasting trade. The vessels oFthe 
United States may also touch for refrcsh- 
mont^, but not for commerce, in the 
course of their voyage, to or from the 
British territories in India,, or to or 
from ihe dominions of the Emperor of 
China, at the Cape of Good Hope, the 
Island of St. Helena, or such other places 
i, in-iy be in the possession of Great 
}^;itaiiij lii the African rfr Indian Seas, it 



being well understood, that in alt that 
regards these article^, the citizens of the 
United States, shall be subject, in all res- 
pects, to the laws and rpgalations of the 
British Government froqi time to time 
established. 

4. (t shall be free for each of the two 
Conjtracting Parties respectively, to ap. 
point Consuls for the protection of trade 
to reside in the dominions and territories 
of the other party ; but before any Con- 
sul shall act as such, he shall, in the usual 
form, be approved and , admitted by the 
Government to which he it sent ; and it 
IS hereby declared, that in case of illegal 
or improper conduct towards the laws or 
Goverometit of the country to which 
he is sent, such Consul may either be 
punished according to law, if the laws will 
reach the case, or be be sent back, Uko 
offended Government assigning to the 
other the reasons for the same. 

It is hereby declared, that either of tbo 
Contracting Parties may except from th^ 
residence or Consuls such particular places 
as such party shall jndge fit to be so ex- 
cepted. 

5. This Convention, when the sais^ 
shall have been duly ratified by the Pre- 
sident of the United States, by and with 
the advice ^^^ consent of their Senate, 
and by his Britannic Majesty; and the re- 
spective ratifications mutually exchanged, 
shall be binding and obligatory on (he 
said United States and his Majesty for 
four years from the date of its signature, 
and the ratifications shall be exchanged in 
six months from this time, or sooner, if 
possible. 

Done at London, this Id day of July, in 
the year of our- Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifteen. 

(I^S.) John Q. Adams^ 

(L.S.) H. Clay, 

(Im^.) Albert GAU-ATiir, 

(L.^.) Fred. J. Robinson* 

(L.S.) HkNRY GoiiLBURN* 

(L.S.) William Adams. 
(To be coutinuciL) 
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COBBETT'S AMERICAN MIOJECT 
Fulljf developed in ^l its parts. 

To CoRRnPOTVDEVTI IW EnOLAN D ; TO 

GcMTLinkiEN, iir England, who mat 
wish to b& supplied with american 
Publications; to Gentlemen, in 
Amxrica, who may wish to be sup- 
plied with English Publications; 
AND to Readers in General. 

Peekktm Ijodgt, t\%i Jmuiary, 1816. 
To Coerb0Pondents in England. — 
I tere DOW before me six verj weH writ* 
ton essays from one person, ««f nt me last 
wsek, sll wliich I should flsclly imert, 
were it aot for the existence of rircmn- 
it&moas, which it cwsl hsrdly be necessary 
for me minutely to describe. A letter 
inm H. S. of Reading, received some 
montlis ago, about the audiiiag of ao 
cousUs ; and a great number of others, of 
gM«ter or less merit, a«d, for the most 
part, contahilaf fects, Tery curious in 
tbsBMelves and Tery intepssting to people 
in geaoral; and, moreoTer^ well calcu- 
late in my Ofiaioay to do a great deal 
of good to the worlds if made public i aU 
these are In the sasse sl t tta t ioo.«^Ndw, it 
^ast be Tery provoking to the writers to 
psiecty that these papers should be sup- 
pressed, and it is rery painful to me to 
think, that I am liable to, be suspect- 
ed of a wish to see them suppressed. 
Therefore, it is intended to send sill 
such papers to New York, and to cause 
them to be published there, in quar- 
terly, or half-yearly, rolumes, under the 
title of " CobbelCs Collection of Sup^ 
pressed Communications^*' Thus the field 
of utility is flung opco to any man, who 
has the talent and the will to do good 
with his pen, on the subjects of govern^ 
aienl, politics^ and religion, and of cha^ 
raders and acts, connected with those sub- 
jects ; or on any other subjects of general 
interest. Few men will be found hardy 
mongh to deny, that, if the field of dt#- 
eussioH he free. Truth will prerail in every 
contest with Falsehood. Therefore, it 
most be an unmixed good to afford men 
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the means of freely expressing tkeit- 
thoughts. There are, however, certain 
conditions, necessary to be stated here, 
upon which alone communications will be 
admitted into the intended ^^ Collection." 

1. If the Communication do not contain 
the statement of way fact, new to the 
public, affecting the character of any 
individual person, or any particular 
body or description of persons, the 
writer may affix his real name, or 
not, according to his own choice : 
because argument and inference want 
not the support of witnesses. 

2. When the commonicatioii does con- 
tain such fact, and when, of course, 
the justice of the statement, and the 
propriety of making it public, must 
depend upon the truth of the fact., 
and that agirin upon the veracity of 
the writer, he OMist aAx hih leal 
name and describe his place of abode ; 
and if, as may possibly be the case, 
he has reason to fear the ^nse* 
quences of truth appearing under his 
name, tflough in a distant country, 
he mu^t add a private note, pointinip 
out bh name nnd pkee of abode, so 
as to enable me to satisfy mysifAt as to 
the /oc^; or facts, that he has stated. 

3. That the subject of the communica<« 
tion be of a public nature, fairly so 
considered. That the Letter, or' 
Essay, relate io something, in which 
the public is interested; and that it 
deal not in anecdote purely of a pri* 
vote nature, even though the parties 
concerned be really public men. 

4. That the communication, if intended 
to be published without alteration, 
be carefully written and pointed. If 

. it be a mere hint , or a mere fact, 
communicated, without a wish for it 
to appear in the same form in print, 
less care will be necessary. But, In- 
no case, will any communication be 
attended to, unless it coma in a hand 
so legible as not to eJpo«* the printer 
to mistakes. 

6. That every commn«*^*^^" he nd- 
D 
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dressed to William Cobbett, at 
Bfithi^ near Soutki^mpiom ; or left, 
directed to the same^ at the Office of 
tbe Political Register^ London ; and 
that, in all cases, there be no charge 
of postage to be paid, this being a 
Tcry serions matter to one who rc- 
^evm 9. great many letters, though 
a mere trifle to tbe many who send 
them* 
The field being thus fairly opened, any 
person, on the aboTo conditions, may 
write to me ynxih perfect freedom^ ajid with 
the confident expectation, that what they 
write will be publishedy it being under- 
stood, of course, that the language will be 
decorous, and that the n^ktter be such as 
ought not to be considered libellous. The 
receipt of alt such communications will be 
acknowledged in the next, or succeeding 
Register. As to any promise to import 
into this country the publication in ques- 
tion, or, to be aiding and assisting therein, 
either l^ word or aeed^ that is wholly out 
of the question. All that I engage to do 
is, to send, and (the dangers of the seas 
excepted) to cause to J>e published, such 
communications as I shall receive for that 
purpose and as I shall deem wdrthy of 
pu^ication, this being a matter^ . which, 
fr(^ the nature of the case, mast be left 
IfMly to my jiidgmeut. 
.^.'To Gbntlemeh, in Enqland, who 

KiY WISH TO BTE SUPPLIED WITH AmE- 

MCAH Publications.— ^My Plan of open- 
iBfiind keeping np a Literary Inter- 
couRSB between England and America 
embraces the object of securing the fkcility 
of persons in the two countries respec- 
tively coming at the current publications 
of the other country in a nnode more 
negnlar and speedy than any that has 
Incherto been practised. Orders will, 
therefore^ be received in tortifffv^, addressed 
to me, as abone^ fop any particular Ame- 
rican Publications old or new; or, for 
tJi» oew< pnblicatioiiis generaliy, or those 
of 1^ lipeoific olttss^ of that country. So 
t^at such order may be confined to a par- 
ticulav work ; to all new works on law,' 
or on ModiGioe, or on theology, or on 
pc^ti^l oRConooiy) or on governrnent and 
oon^ei^tic poiitici^ or oa maelieaatics, or 
Q9i v^ct^vieAy or on aoy branch of tbe arts 
or %ciQiH^S) &c, ftc or the order may 
^mbn^ce-iitf oe^ jiirfdicaAioaa of whatever 
description they may be. The orders thus 
receivcxl «i«U te tr«ttMiitted to my corres*. 



ppndent in the United. States; and, when 
the publications arrive In England, th<*^ 
will be delivered to the Gentlemeirwi.^^ 
have ordered then, they paying for them 
at the rate of 25 per centum higher thaa 
the retail price in America, and no more 
in any case whatever. I, of course, hi- 
clude Booksellers amoogst theGentleaen 
who may wish to be thus supplied ; and I 
shall think myself extremely happy to be 
able, by the activity which I hope to gif e 
to my correspondence and intercourse^ to 
furnish them, upon any occasion, witkthe 
means of re-publishing a valuable Ame- 
rican work at a period earlier than they 
would otherwise be able to do it. 

To Gentlemen, in America, who 

MAT WISH TO BE SUPPLIEO WITH EnGLISU 

Publications.— Every thing said under 
the last head maybe consider^ as repettted 
under this, with the mere change of the 
names of countries ; and with this altera- 
tion as to the channel of application, tlMit 
GentloHKn in the United States will please 
to give their orders, for the present, seMy 
to Mr. John Morgan of Philadelphia. In 
all cases the Orders should be in wriiii^y 
and as specific as possible. I hope I need 
scarcely add, that, in case any gentieflMa 
should think proper to leave to me tbe 
work of selection, it will be performed to 
the best of my judgment. As to the pub* 
lications to be imported, where orders 
somewhat discretionary are given, I shall 
^pere no pains to obtain the aid of good 
judges in America. One ef the parti- 
culars of an Order might be not to exceed 
a certain sum. — ^T^e main thing appears to 
me to be to insure speed in the execution of 
orders ; and^ it is my intention to make 
all considerations of convenience, expence 
of shipping, &c. give way to this great 
object; and, on no account, to suffer th^ 
execution of an Order, however small, to 
linger a single d^y beyond the first, on 
which it can possibly take place. I expetrt 
shoKly to receive ample catalogues of 
American books; and I am taking steps 
to send out to America English catalogues, 
and shall be glad to have sent to me, for 
the purpose here stated, the catalogies of 
any of the Booksellers in England, Scot- 
land, or Ireland. 

To Readers in general. — Aher a man 
has worked himseK into a fondness for a 
ptoject, he is, perhaps, the worst possHHe 
judge of its chances of success. But, at, 
in Miis ease, I have, and shall hare, ne 
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^ablieation of my own, nor any one in 
'-^lich I ara, or can be, at all interested in 
ihe mere $ale ofj either to export or im- 
port; as I am not, and shall not be, a 
bookseller y a fail ore of success would pro- 
duce a disappointment merely of those 
fiopes which I entertain of contributing in 
this way atso,- towards bringing the men 
of mind^ in the two countries, better ac- 
quainted with each other. Mine is a 
Scheme for making people talk to each 
other across the Atlantic. I do not know 
wben I have enjoyed so mncli pleasure 
as I felt yesterday upon opening a letter, 
tfent me up from home. It is a letter from a 
gentleman nt Nashville in the state of TE. 
NASSEE. NashVille is situated on Cum- 
berland River, which falls into the Mis- 
nssippi at 10 JO ihiles distance from the 
Golph of Mexico. There are several 
ehahis of mountains between Nashville 
and Philadelphia, and the travelling dis- 
tance is, I suppose, more than 1000 miles. 
Yet, this letter addressed to roe at ^^ Bot- 
letf^ near Southampton^ England,*^ ar- 
rived safe in thai village in less than two 
months from the day of its date. The ob- 
ject of the letter is to obtain the Register 
tegularltf in future, and also the preced- 
ing Numbers ot it, for some gentlemen at 
Nashville, ah object which it will assured- 
ly ftccomplish, and hy which accomplish- 
ment It win more than reallie Pope's 
bedufiful idea of the power of l-,etters, to 
^ waft a wish froib Indus io the Pole." 
Fricsts assure us, tbat, by faith, mountains 
may be removed, a fact, which, having no 
actual experience to the contrary, I am by 
no means disposed to deny ; but, I have 
here before my eyes a proof, that moun- 
tains and wildernesses and seas are no ob- 
stacle to the powers of the mind, second- 
ed by those of the press. There is, how- 
ever, and always must be, considerable de^ 
lay occasioned by sending to America ihe 
Regflsters which have been printed here. 
There is the time for printing ; the time 
and expence requii^ed for shipping; the 
time Which elapses, after shipment takes 
place^ before the ship actually sails; and, 
wMch is more than all the rest, my pen 
here is con^ned by a tether much shorter 
tHan that which m^y be obtained for it by 
sending some of Us productions in manu^ 
ser^ to be published in the tlnrted States, 
I have ^oken of my intentions as to this 
matter before ; but I wiH now be so fx- I 

fori 



conjecture. In a short time, two persons, 
Will go out to the United StUt^s. Their 
business Aor^'Afi}* "b^ to repe)ite orders for 
books \o De 'sent from England to Ame- 
rica ; -lo* ri!^eive^ >tlie'i\ -ftey. a^rjvi? from 
England; 'Ihe* books 'a^ -ofdeVfed*;' to re- 
ceive from me, and to execute, orders for 
American books, to be sent by them to 
England; to receive and forward to me 
any written communications fVom Gentle- 
men in America; to publish any work 
which I choose to have published in Ame- 
rica ; but more especially to cause io be 
printed^ and to publish, " Cobbetts Week* 
" ly Political Register y*^ at New York* 
It is intended, that they shall publish the 
work in precisely the same form that it 
has in England ; and that they shall cause 
the Numbers to follow each other toeekly^ 
if possible; or, at least, as regularly 
as the arrivals of the manuscript will ad- 
mit of. Each Number will contain mr 
own principal LETTER, or ESSAY, 
which will be first published in the corre- 
sponding Number in England, (beginning 
with No. .... Vol. 30) together with NoteSy 
containing such explanations or addUiond 
facts as may be thought useful on (hd 
other side of the Atlantic. The rest of 
the American Register will contain matter 
wholly new, sent out in manuscript, in 
the charge of persons going to America, 
or of persons sent expressly. The publi- 
cation will begin with the present year ; 
and the title of the first Number of it will 
be in these words: " COBBETT'S 
" WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 
" Vol. 30, No. . . . Written in England^ 
"........, and published at New Yorky 

" 1816."- Some 

persons will wonder, and some will laugh, 
at the idea of such an undertaking. But, 
great as the labour must be, it being nei. 
ther more nor less than that of writing 
for the press, nearly five pages of the Re- 
gister every day of my life, Sundays in- 
clnded, together with that of making, at 
least, tuq manuscript copies^ for fear of 
accidents, this is not more than a man 
may do, if he has but the will. The 
trouble and cxpcncc of sending out the 
manuscript, to say nothing of the sending 
out of the agents, or ambassadors, will 
certainly be considerable, and will com- 
pel me to seek compensation for these as 
well as a remuneration for time and labour 
by a price on the Hegis^?r, much higher. 



pKdt as to leave no room whatever fori in proporUon to its bulk, uian tuat of 
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piiblicatioiis ia America geoerally. I can- 
not say, cjyictly, what the prjc^ will be ; 
biit, I imag^ae^ that i^ «}iftr^^ ^ quarter 
of a Dollar^ ^K\i\i du* aUawance of eight 
cents oui ifjfi^:tji>^iy^e tp l^olLtellers, 
or others^ ^(o 'nAy uie iuy. quantity, 
however small, to sell again. The paper 
and printing may cost abont 7 Cents, the 
agency in America 2 ; 90 that there may 
remain about 8 cents^ for authorship and 
sending out manuscript. The Agents, or 
Publishers, at New York, will receive or- 
ders from Booksellers, or other retaitersy 
only, and will hot, except at their own 
office, sell to indiYiduals^ as it would bo 
to make their employment too confused 
to sdfler them to be retailers all over the 
country, and thus to hamper themselves 
with deb(s and credits, when the whole 
of their time will be required to discharge 
well the office of Publishers^ and to be 
punctual and full in their correspondence 
with me. If,, therefore, the publication 
should be thought worth the trouble of 
obtaining it from a distance, the Book- 
sellers, in the different cities and towns, 
will have nothing to do but to write to 
the Publishers for the number of copies 
that they may want. The Publishers will, 
I hope, execute their orders with that 
regularity and speed, with which I shall 
enjoin them to execute every order, whe- 
ther great or small in amount. They will 
receive all letters which gentlemen in 
Ajn^rica may wish to be forwarded to 
me; and, <hey will be strictly charged 
to be very attentive to e^Hety person, 
who may vish to. make to me any com- 
munication of whatever kind. The names 
of the persons, to whom this business is 
tobecommitted,areMr. Henry Cobbett, 
,roy Nephew, and Mr. G. S. Oldfield. — 
1 have wrought myself into a persuasion, 
t^at I am, hy these means, able to render 
great services, not only to the people of 
America^ but to the cause of freedom and 
happiness generally, not leaving my own 
native country out of view. . To make 
known to America, and, through her, to 
a great part of the world, what is passing 
in England; what the conduct of her 
government really has been and is ; what 
have been^ itnd are, the effects which that 
conduct has produced upon the people 
here; what is our real sltbation ; what is 
the true character, and what arc the mo- 
tives and vi^ws, of persons in authority in 
this country, whose poww; and influence 



have had such weight in the deciding on the 
lot of other nations : to do fliis, and that, 
too, through the channel of such a press a» 
that of America, appears to me to be likely 
to be attended with effects that caunot 
possibly be other than good. And if L 
am asked, why I presume to suppose, that 
my inierferencc is necessary to this end, 
I answer, that, though I am well aware^ 
that America contains many men, whose 
wishes arc as good, and whose talents are 
far superior to mine ; yet, that, from the 
local experience which 1 have accidientiy 
acquired, and from that knowledge of all 
sorts of af&irs in this country, which so 
many years of observation, conversation, 
and diligent inquiry and application have 
given me, 1 much doubt, whether any man, 
though of ten times the talent^ destitute of 
these advantages, would be able to per- 
form the task with so much effect as my- 
self. Be this as it may, however, I shall 
certainly do much towards the accomplish* 
roent of my great object; for either my 
work will succeed, or it will sink under 
the competition of abler pens and more 
extensive knowledge. So that, be the re-* 
suit what it may, I shall have the satis, 
faction to reflect, that^ it' I have not been 
able to accomplish the object myself, I 
have, in some degree, at any rate, been 
the cause of its having been accomplished 

by others. To those, who are disposed 

to insinuate, that I am about to act uru 
fairly^ in publishing, in another countrF^ 
statements relative to men and things in 
this country, and relative to its foreign 
allies, I observe, that the same press j 
which convey my publications to the 
world, is always open to those writers 
who may choose to become my opponents, 
with this great disadvantage on my side, 
that, if I am answered, it must necessarily 
be several months before 1 can possibly 
put forth a reply. America contains thou- 
sands of fast friends of the English system ; 
thousands of British subjects, not to men- 
tion some Americans, and these too, bar. 
ing portions of the press in their hands. 
To fling down the gauntlet under such 
circumstances is so far from being unfail-^ 
that it is an act against which common 
prudence would cry aloud, were not her 
lips sealed by reflecting, that Truth, if un- 
fettered, must finally triumph. — ^-Some 
persons may imagine, taking the past into 
view, that I am about to resort to the 
American press as the means of obtaining 
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revenge; and. that I shall DO«r give a 
loose to my pen, letting it run on wholly 
Ihn restrained by any considerations of de- 
oomm or of tmth. In the first place, 
this woiild be to defeat my own object, 
for it would speedily excite difsgast in the 
whole of that people, to whom I shall im- 
mediately address myself; and, in the 
next place it would justly expose the pnb- 
Ibhers to legal punishment. Therefore, 
those who expect that I am about to gra- 
tify the taste of the fooiish, or the malig'^ 
nant^ by the pouring forth of abuse and 
calumnj/^ will find themselves (though, 
perhaps, not agreeably) disappoint ed.* — «— 
In short, (and this Is saying all in one 
single phrase,) of e?ery essay, or article, 
that I shall authorise to be published, the 
stoutest partisan of the Ckiglish system 
ahafi be ashamed openly to say: ^'this 
^ ought not to be freelif permitted to be 

^* published in EngiandJ*'* Having now 

folly and candidly explained my inten- 
tions, without the smallest reserve, cor- 
respondents and friends may, in future, 
save themselves the. trouble of putting any 
questions to me on the subject; and if 
there be others^ who have been making 
inquiries, whether by themselves or spies, 
as to whether I am ^^ having any thing prin^ 
ted to be sent to America," they may now 
either give up the chase, or direct their 
terriers acrosa the ocean. 

W. COBBETT. 

TO THE 
ClIANCELLOR OP TUE EXCHEQUER. 

LETTER XII. 

A bold attempt of the OUT faction.-^ 
Impudence of their pretensions. — Cant 
about aconomy. — Vanity of the hope 
that things uili come about. -^Puzzle 
when Parliament meets. 

Pedckam Ltdge^ tSth Junuary, 1816. 
Sir, — It is truly provoking, that, while 
all our attention is fixed upon the actions 
of you and your worthy colleagues ; while 
we are waiting with such anxiety to see 
what you will do with the last-shilling 
men and their property; while we are 
watching Whitehall as eagerly as Cats 
watch the movement of the straws which 
hide their prey ; while we are all eye and 
all car towards you ; while we are thus 
intent, it is provoking to the last degree 
to be intruded upon by the impertinent 



OUT faction, who, like Polecats, or 
Weazles (being themselves vermin) would 
fain thrust in their noses, and partake in 
our sport, hoping, apparently, that, by 
making this shew of hostility to you, they 
shall induce people to believe, that ihet/^ 
good people I have had no hand in pro- 
ducing the present universal distress. 

I am indignant at the conduct of these 
interlopers; these renegadoes from the sys- 
tem, who have really hi^d more to do, than 
you and yoor's in producing tho^ evils, 
of which they now complain ; and I am 
particularly ofPended with an article in 
the Morning Chronicle of the 19th instant, 
in which the writer (and I have a right to 
say it is Mr. Perry) appears to regard 
the Pitt System, which is now developing 
itself in its consequences, as not at all 
belonging to his faction ; and in which 
he would fain make the world beUeve, 
that hcy Mr. Perrt, has all along foreseen 
these consequences. But, before I go any 
further I will insert the article, and, as 
you run your eye over it, you will, in al- 
most every line, detect plagiarist as well 
as the partisan of faction. 

"Whether. we direct our Inquiries ta 
« the North, West, East or South, pre- 
'^ cisely the same answers are returned. 
" The Farmers are falling sacrificf s to the- 
<< heavy load of taxation, without the pros* 
^^ pect of a better market for their prp- 
^duce. The landlords finding a mate- 
^^ rial diminution in their - receipts, are 
(( quickly reducing their expences. Trade 
^^ suffers from this; and many respectabfe 
'*• establishments are turning off their men 
<^ — and to add to these difficulties, the 
^^ hard run v\yon the proTincial banks, has 
*^ produced the failure of several of them. 
^^ In the midst of so general a stagnatiiotn, 
^' the only hope seems to be, that on the 
^^ meeting of Parliament " something wiU 
<< be done.''* But in the name of cpmmon 
" sense, what can be done ? We now (too 
" late) perceive the folly of not checking 
" in time the fajlal paper system^ which as 
" its advocates say, has enabled as to caiciry 
" on the war to this " glorious issue," or 
" in other words, has tempted us to cnsiy 
" our efforts be^Londour means---to reckon^ 
" without our host. We have 4109 a 
<* practical proof of the great tjmchief 
" with which it was foretold to^ be preg^ 
^ nant. Having no reference to any 
«* standard of valu«? it ^as created ^fM* 
^^ tious pricey toy ^^'^<JK aU our expend 
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- What sinecure did they lay down ? Was 
not the very first act of parliament, passed 
after they came into power, an act to 
enable this very Lord Grenville ta hold 
a sinecure pf J^4,000 a year along with 
a place, with which the holding of that 
sinecure was, by law, incompatible ? 
Who over grantdl more pensions than 
they ? Look at the I'lst which they left 
behind (hem. It wiu they who raisod the 
Income Tax from 6^ to 10 per centum, 
introducing into the law a clause to 
exempt the funded profJerty of the kinz 
from the tax paid by all other fund- 
holders. I hey also added to the yearly 
allowances to the Royal Family. They 
Inid on numerous other new burdens 
upon the people. They refused to maike 
peace, and arowed that they did it for 
the sake of Hanover. And yet, Mr. 
Pekry, their principal partizan, now 
affects to consider them as the friends of 
economy, and the enemies of the war and 
of the Pitt system I 

Let us, Sir, plague ourselves with the 
^^ Whips'' no more, at present ; but em- 
ploy the little room we have left in a few 
observations on the vanity of hoping, that 
^' tlunf(s zcill come about" This is now 
the fasliionable phrase. The farmers and 
landlords know ver)' well, that you can- 
not hav. the taxes to the amount of ^0, 
and i know you cannot have them to 
the amount of 40 millions a year, unless 
wheat be much higher priced than it now 
Is. They think, that you' must pay the 
fnndholdt rs their interest in full, and that 
yonwiil pay the army and navy and Royal 
Family, &e. as you hitherto hare done. 
Thert^ore^ they think, and have no doubt 
of the event, that you will, as soon as 
parliament meets, do something to raise 
the price of xokeat, and of all other farm- 
produce of course, and that, thus, '^ things 
mil tome about " The shop, keepers and 
tradesmen and all the rest of the commu* 
nity are of the same way of thinking as to 
the effect ; but, as to the cause, the^ would 
cut your throat, if they dared, if you were 
to propose any measure for making corn 
■od neat higher priced thaif they now are. 
This dttss of people tliinlr, that tlie farmer 
will, in a. little time, be abl« to lay out as 
much robn^y when he receives 6s. for his 
wheat, as he did when he received 16s» for 
it* And, if he doesu not do it, they will 
soon begin to think, that he ought to be 



compelled to do it. The people in Lon- 
don seem to think, that you have surpris- 
ing powers ; and that you wili ^^find out 
^' something'** to put things to rights. 
You never will, no, not with Mr. Hus- 
Kissox at your back, unless you call me 
to your aid ; that is to say, unless yon 
act upon the advice, which I have, long 
ago, given yon and your predecessors. I 
repeat here for, perhaps, the five hun- 
dredth time : that, wheat must be 1 5s. a 
bushel on an average of seasons, gold must 
be above £b an ounce^ the guinea must 
be worth ^Os. in paper money, the ex- 
change must be 30 per centum against 
us all over the world; or, you cannot, 
for another year, collect 60 millions in 
taxes in Gfeat Britain. I do not want to 
see your quarterly account of collections. 
I would not give a single penny to hear 
all the reports of all your taxing people. 
I know what mil be, because 1 know 
v\ hat must be. 

There is a story afloat, that Mr» Hus. 
mssoN is to have your place, as being a 
more able ^nancier. I have opinion 
enough of Mr. Huskisson's head to sup. 
pose that he must laugh heartily at this 
credulity. Just as il he could work mi- 
racles! Just as it' he, any more than 
you, had the power of raising the price 
of wheat and of mutton! Yet, I must 
confess, that I shall look with great ca- 
riosity, for what he will have to say upon 
the subject ; for, being in plQce, as he 
now is, he will be strangely puzzled to 
decide on what be shall say ; and, still, 
it will he difficult for him to keep wholly 
silent. He, who must see clearly enough 
what is coming, will not like to expose 
himself to laughter, and yet he will have 
reasons for not going the full length in 
the way of avowing the real state of our 
case. The ^^ Opposition,'' as they call 
themselves, will be as much puzzled. If 
they censure the system^ they censure their 
own conduct in having supported it. They 
will be afraid of painting our situation in 
its true colours, lest they should offend 
the public; and yet they will itch to an- 
noy you. — I must ceuclude, or I shall 
laugh out right ! 

I am, however, very seriously. 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

Wm. CoBMiTT. 
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Rkmedies, 



Mr. Cobbctt, — As Aaron's serpent 
swiiillowed np all the serpents of the magi, 
cians, so the Remedy 1 proposed in my 
last letter already threatens to swallow 
np all other Uemedtes. 1 do not like 
this. NuthiDf is now talked of but this 
grand Rcmtdy ; the whole country rings 
with it ; aii ranks, all ages, absolutely 
cling to tijo idea of reducing the Interest 
on the I^ationat Debt^ as to the last the 
only plank that is now left us to save the 
last hopes of tlie ktngdo«i,^-a8 to the arc 
that is doomed to bear up the fortunes of 
the realm over the fearful deluge of Na- 
tional Debt I Ihese simultaaeons mote- 
ments, when too violent and general, al- 
ways excite the most painful apprehen- 
sions in my mind ; — the impression made 
on me by a fatal iikstanee of this nature, 
will nerer be obliterated : when the good 
ship the Nonsuch ran on a reef olf the 
coast del Fogo, all hands hove out (he 
long-boat, and instantly took to it ; the 
boat upset, and half the unhappy sailors 
sunk never to rise again. — Had a few 
taken to the jolly-boat, a few to spars 
and hen-coops, the whole crew might have 
been sared ! There is^ no occasion for im- 
prudent precipitation; we must make 
good use of aU our .means. This measure 
is not like oil and honey to the Fond- 
holder, however agreeable it may appear 
to others ; no. Sir, he begins to contract 
the brow into something like a brown 
study, giving a certain protrusion to the 
under lip, and dropping the corners of the 
labial muscles into an expression which 
Lavater would not put down for content* 
ment. Whatever imporUnce I may at^ 
tach to this Remedy, I must entreat the 
Public not to affix to it more than it me- 
rits. When a ship is shaken by a whirl- 
wind it Is not enough to attend to the 
helm,^-the sails, the masts, evt^ry thing 
must benmnded. The Samaritan who 
poured oil and bound up the wounds of 
the bleeding Israelite did well, it was a 
good thing ; but had he done that, and 
that only^ ten to one but the Jew might 
have perished on the road side i^otwith- 
standiug. 

I do not wish to make this Remedy ap. 
pear less than it is ; but to make it what 
it oogU to be, I insist upon it that there 
are many ausfitiary considerations which 
must not be lobt sight of. Bjf reducing 



the Interest owt tifth, ire certainly open 
the door to Hope ; but if we are fools 
enough to stop here, Hope will soon slam 
the door in our teeth ; and she would 
serve us right. If when the Fundholder 
has submitted to this close cropping, he 
should behold no symptoms of cropping 
elsewhere ; no corresponding retrench- 
ments; no cropping^ no shaving among 
ministers, judges, and maids of honour, &c. 
if the onus should be put cxclnsivefy on 
his back, do you think any of thenri would 
be in danger of running mad with joy ? do 
you think a single soul of them wonld 
gird himself with a linen ephod, and dance 
with all his might as David did? Be- 
sides, without general ceconomy, even this 
expedient would fall to the ground. I do 
not exactly approve of the idea suggested 
in your last Register, lopping off this 
branch, or that branch, if by lopping you 
mean cutting right off. I am for putting 
the pruning hook to every branch, and 
iifstantly pruning off, not only all the 
dead -wood, but every twig that is useless 
or superfluous. Yes, I would prune every 
branch: — I hate to see those yew-trees 
which some of your booby 'sqnires abso- 
lutely convert into vegetable monsters by 
thus whimsically cutting this branch to the 
very stick, trimming that, lopping off some, 
and allowing others to shoot ont In all 
the wild luxuriance of swelling foliage. 
That win not do. We must be consistent 
and rational. Whilst the Fundholder 
gives tip a fifth of his income, it would be 
forming a very sorry estimate of the pa- 
triotism, disinterestcMlness, and public spi- 
rit of ministers, admirals, generals, and 
other great lords and dukes, to suppose 
they would^ not instantly press forward ; 
[ will not say to emulate, but to outdo, 
soch an example, by a voluntary contri- 
bution of one fonrth, or one half of their 
respective salaries, as the case may be. — 
I am not for dipping the hard earned shil- 
ling of the sailor or soldier. A man who 
honestly devotes himself to the service of 
his country for a bare subsistence, deserves 
his hire ; — no, no : so when I call on the 
farmer to oeconomise, it is by giving up all 
8UpM€«itie8, gigs, pleasure horses, all va- 
rieties, wine, and fripperies ; in fact, by 
^< vfftlking in that sUte of life unto which 
" it has pleased God to call him," not by 
surfing his ox, or putting bis cart-hoTsu 
on half Allowance. « a^ . i 

But though 1 would loolt ^ ^^ ^^- 
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diers* shilling ts forbidden ground ; I 
would not exclude tbfe superior ranks of 
AdmiriiU, Commodores, Generals, Field- 
Marshafs, Colonels, Quarter- Master- Ge- 
nerals, Adjutant-Generals, Barrack-Mas- 
ttr-Gcnerak, &c. &c. from the honorable 
privilege of drawing their purses as well 
as their swords, and' contributing such 
part of their salaries as they thought fit 
(not exceeding three- fourths, except when 
they have private fortunes) towards the 
relief uf thdr country. Bnt this would 
not prevent my reducing the Jrmy and 
Kavy and the Civil List^ -to the lowest 
possible establishment. As to the Akmt, 
that national chary bdis, th-^it uiifatliom- 
able gulph of illimitable expenditure, that 
mighty Tortex wherein barracks, contrac- 
tors, commissariats, barrack-boards, de- 
pots, boards of ordnance, medical boards, 
and all th^r concomitant legions of bar- 
rack-masters, staff-officers, clerks, depu- 
ties, assistants, assistant •deputies, &c. &c. 
whirl about in chaotic confusion, each 
bearing in its respective maw, thousands, 
tens of thousands, nay millions, of public 
money ; as to the army, I say, it will giro 
some work to the Land of Retrenchment. 
Not a regiment ought to be kept, horse or 
foot, regular or militia, beyond the abto» 
luieit/ needful, 1 thilik the absolutely 
needful may be reduced to a rery few 
thoBsand men. How many thousand men 
do you count for the East and West In- 
dies, Canada, the Cape, Ceylon, Gibraltar, 
St. Helena, Ireland, &c. r— O^, a great 
man^ thousand I-^^o much the better ; for 
I would much rather see these men en- 
ployed, than disbanded by shoals and 
thrown upon the public, at a time when 
so many thousands are already out of 
bread. You will require many thousands 
you say I but I hope you do not mean to 
insinuate that they must be kept at the 
expeece of this Country? We are too 
poor now to keep up trooips for other 
people^s profit ! As for England properly 
so called, a ferw pieces of red cloth will, I 
think, be sufficient for our peace estab- 
lishment. England, whe is on such gra- 
ctous Tisitiog terms with Emperors and 
Kings ; Eagland, who is tu a state of pro- 
found peace with all the world, C4in re- 
2nive nothing in the shape of a soldier on 
er peace establishment, except a few to 
recmk'for regiments,, on foreign serriceE. 
And though Ireland may seem to demand 
a ftronger military fotce to keep all ^et 



and peaceable, yet perhaps a few concili- 
atory internal regulations that would 
speak to the sense of the country, that 
would go to the hearts, to the comforts 
of the lower orders, a few good regula- 
tions of this kind, a little lowering of the 
rents, would do more for Ireland, in my 
humble opinion, than all the invincibles of 
France pr England, and soon render the 
presence of an army as unnecessary as 
the presence of an Archbishop. Then, 
Sir, a few boef-eaters, as a body guard 
for the Lord Lieutenant, would suffice. 
As for St. Helena, Napoleon being the 
state prisoner of Europe, whoever gives 
the guard, English, Dutch, or Swiss, the 
expcnce of the imprisonment ought to be 
general ; every nation ought to pay ita 
share, France not excepted. As for In- 
dia, that imperium in imperid, that land 
of nabobs, palaces, rupees, and pagodas, 
which in point of territory and popula- 
tion so much exceeds this country, how 
can we look at that quarter of the globe 
without astonishment— without a sigh ? 
In a former age, when the principles of 
commerce were not so well understood* 
when paralysing monopolies were the fa- 
shion of the day, the Crown Tested the 
exclusive right of trading to India in a 
compdny of merchants, — for what sum is 
now of no consequence. India, ruled by 
her own Rajahs, rich, populous, peace- 
able and happy, receired us without sus. 
picton, and generously gare us a piece 
of ground to build a Faciorj/. From 
this slender rudiment has arisen that 
enormous Colossus of Oriental greatness, 
which sword in hand actually strides over 
the prostrate continent of Asia ! Yes, Sir, 
from that humble origin this company of 
merchants have erected themselves into a 
Company of Monarcks^ whose regal Re- 
presentative, the Go veroor- General, arm- 
ed with the sovereign powers of life and 
death, reigns as (he ^roat Bakaadhur of 
the Eastern world! Well, I should like to 
know whether or not India, with all its 
pomp, wealth, and grandeur, is aMe to 
subsist that portion oif our army required 
for the maintenance of the Company's 
conquered provifiees ? If she eannot, there* 
must be a radical error somewhere. Thc^ 
paltry consideration paid for the charter, 
comparatively sfpeaking, is nothing. India 
bught to maintain all its Establishments, 
and hare a considerable surplus revenue. 
But if civil servants are paid like princes^ 
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in order that ikvy aaj sport, loll, shrub, 
smoke their book^s, aad bathe in roeiv 
water, and ptto of roses, — if like nabobs 
they cannot more without a retinue of 
Hindoo footmen before and behind, with 
torches and siWer spears and shields, if 
that is the case, the pruning hook must 
be carried ey^n there aUo, undcui them to 
tlw quick /—And why should the Cape of 
Good Hope, abounding in corn, wine, and 
cattle, be a burden (o this Country ? I 
hope it is not. Ceylon, too, with all its 
cinnamon and pearls, ought to throw sodvb 
money into the Budget. However^ all I 
mean to infer from this at present, is sira* 
ply that England, instead of being at any 
expence, oiigiU to receive considerable re* 
turns from these countries. 

The West Indies, the grave, the Gol- 
gotha of Britain, do not, i trust, throw 
any cxpeace on this countjry, besides the 
great expence of lives ? From Barbadoies 
to Jamaica (for, 1 suppose, we are half 
sick of the ^try name of St. Domingo), 
evtvy one of tbe islands ought certainly 
to defray the entire cost of those troops 
required for their respectiTe security. I 
know the duties on sugar form one of the 
cardinal items on the rerenue book : but 
these duties fall on \m remember, and not 
on the sugar planter. , The wealth of 
these planters almost exceeda belief :-<: 
this wealth would soon fall into other 
bands, if the military did not give it se- 
curity, it would be an insult to (he 
liberality of these men to suppose that at I 
a moment like this, they could even wish 
tM exonerate themselves by throwing the 
expence of protection on the mother 
country. At a moiaent when, Uke the 
old man in the £»ble, we are almost ready 
to faint under our load, it would be a 
species of matricide in these colonies to 
superadd io all our evils, the evil of pai/' 
i^^S^ l^if protection I If then ail these 
stations, the inhabitants of which are, I 
believe, exempt from the mass of taxa- 
tion under which we are now staggering, 
have the means of supporting their res- 
pective establishments, the army estimates, 
so far as immediately concern this coun- 
try, may assuredly be brought down to a 
jery moderate sum. In reducing the 
army, 1 would also improve their dress. 
I do not admire too much show and tin. 
sel ; it adds nothing to the^ respect abi Pity 
or efficiency of an army. Worsted lace 
and brass ornaments add as little to tfte 



appearance of Englishmen, as io (beir 
valovr. I would bave a plain red jacket^ 
and a plain cap ; and as for lace, and 
nonsense, I would give it to the Turks. 
Every means of saving, if it gives but 
j€ 100,000, enters directly into my plan; 
From the army, 1 naturally turn to the 
Navy — I would now haul up every ship 
of war, sell all the smaller rates to the 
merchants, keeping only a few sloops 
a0oat, to hold pirates in check. And as 
so many discharged seamen could not find 
employment on the sea, I would put a» 
many as possible upon works of puMie 
utility, and pension tho:?e who could not 
be employed, provided they bad served a 
certain number of years, and had no way 
of 'getting their bread, except by throw- 
ing themselves into the work-hoUses, 
which are already full enough ! « This 
principle of retrenchment must go a step 
or two farther, it roust go through the 
CIVIL LIST. Here, Sir, nothing must con* 
tinue in the shape of expenditure, but what 
is essentially Aecessaty : retrenchment 
must march at a steady pace, through the 
great walks of the state ; neither friends,' 
nor favour,nor interest must turn aside the 
hand of retrenchment; it must be consi- 
dered as the healing hand, as the hand, 
and, I believe, under providence, the only 
hand, that has the power of saving this 
realm. 

Then, indeed, the fundholder will feel 
perfectly reconciled to the remedy I have 
applied to his pocket ; the farmer will 
return cheerfully to his plough, and the 
tradesman to his counter. As to the 
Sinking Fund^ though 1 am not of opi- 
nipn that it would be wise to carry its 
operation to an extept of many millions, 
until things a$sume a more prosperous 
aspect, yet 1 agree with you that to abiwi- 
don it altogether^ even at this pinching 
moment, would be down right madsess. 
Not that I read in the face of this fund, 
the vaunted annihilation of the National 
Debt ; but because unluckily it is now 
become a necessary evil, necessary to 
keep up the value of the capi,tal of the 
fundholders. When all ranks and con- 
ditions of men heartily pull together for 
the salvation of old Eugland, the business 
will already be half done. Nor will tha 
fundholder feel very severely the pro- 
posed diminutiou of his income : to con- 
vince himself of this, let him compare his 
1 bakers' and butchers' bilb ^^' ^^^^ *^^ 
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1815. To be sure U is a sud thiog after 
twenty years war and glory to be pinched 
so contoiindedly at last! Though the 
Edinburgh Review will tell you, and the 
farmers u\ny, belieye it if they please, (hat 
a good load of honour is ten timeii better 
than a paltry load of corn, and glory 
better than compt*tence and plenty. How* 
ever, the only good I would wish you to 
derive from the past, would be to open 
yoiir eyes a little, and make you set up 
the last twenty years as a tremendous 
beacon to all future generations. Though, 
peiiuips, even *hat is unnecessary. Ah, 
you <lockheads! you will roar out for 
war again, will you ? And pray what 
docs Le Desire^ or the Pope, or Ferdi. 
Q)ind care lor you now? Does Louis 
care a sous for your prostrate bushels P 
How many pipes of claret and burgundy 
bag he already sent you, io cheer up t^our 
apiii'f And would his HoVmess treat 
you with a single liuil^ or issup a single 
dispensation in your favour to the amount 
of a single sixpence? ^^ Call now. if 
" there be any that will answer you, and 
" to which of the saints will ye turn ?'' 

B. R. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

CoMMEnciAL Convention with America. 
( Concluded from page 90,) ■ 
Now, therefore, be it known, that I, 
James Madison, President of the United 
States of America, having seen and con- 
sidered the foregoing Convention, have, 
by and with the advice and consent of 
the Stnate, accepted, ratified, and con- 
firmed the same, and every clause and 
article thereof, subject to the exception 
contained in a Declaration^ made by the 
authority of his Britannic' Majesty, on 
the 24th day of November last, a copy 
of which Declaration is hereunto an- 
nexed. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused 
the seal of the United States to be here- 
unto affixed, and have signed the same 
with my hand. 

Done at the City of Washington, this 
22d day of December, A. D, 181*, and of 
the independence of the United States tfie 
40th. 

(L. S.J James Madison. 
By the President. James Monroe. 

Secretary of State 



DECLAaATION. 



The undersigned, his Britannic Ma- 
jesty's Charge d'affaires in the United 
States of America, is commanded by his 
Koyal Highness the Prince Regent, act- 
ing in the name and on the behalf of his 
Majesty, to explain and declare, upon the 
- exchange of the ratifications of the C/on- 
vention, concluded iu Ix>ndon on the 3d 
of July, in the present year, for regulat- 
ing the commerce and navigation between 
the two countries, that in consequence of 
events which have happened in Europe 
subsequent to the signature of the Con. 
vention aforesaid, it has been deemed ex- 
pedient and determined, in conjunction 
with the Allied Sovereigns, that St. llelena 
shall be the place allotted for the future re- 
sidence o( General Napoleon Bonaparte^ 
under such regulations as may be necessary 
for the perfect security of his person ; and 
it has been resolved, for that purpose, that 
all ships and vessels whatever, as well 
British ships and vessels as others, except- 
ing only ships belonging to the £ast India 
Company, shall be excluded from all 
communication with, or approach to that 
Island. It has therefore become impos- 
sible to comply with so much of the 3d 
article of the Treaty as relates to the li- 
berty of touching for refreshments at the 
island of St. Helena. And the ratilica^ 
tions of the said Treaty will be exchanged 
under the explicit declaration and under- 
standing, that the vessels of the United 
States cannot be alloiTed to touch at or 
bold any communication whatever with 
the said Island, so long as the said IslancV 
shall continue to be the place of residence 
of the said Napofeon Bonaparte. 

(Signed) Anthony St. Joii.v B.ikuu. 

fVashington, Nov, 24, 1815. 

AMERICAN FINANCE. 

Mr. Dallas's Rejwrt on the Stale of the 
Paper^moncy, 

The delicacy of this subject is only 
equalled by its importance. In preseiU- 
ing it, therefore, to the consideration of 
Congress, there is occasion for an implict 
reliance upon the legislative indulgence^ 

By the Constitution of the United 
States, Congress is expressly vested with 
the power to coin money, to regulate the 
value of the domestic and foreign coins in 
circulation,and(asa necessary implication 
from positive provisions) to emit bills of 
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credit; while it is declared by the samo 
instrunieiit, that, ^^ uo state shall coin 
money, or omit bills of credit. Under 
this constitutional authority, the money 
of the United States has been established 
by law, consisting of coins made with 
gold, sjUer, and copper. All foreign 
gold and silver coins, at specified rates, 
were placed in the first instance, upon the 
same footing with the coins of the United 
States ; but they ceased (with tJie excep- 
tion of Spanish milled dollars, and parts 
of such dollars) to be a legal tender for 
the payment of debts and demands in the 
year ISOO. 

The constitutional authority to emit 
bills of credit, has also been exercised in 
% qnaliiied and limited mannc^r. During 
the existence of the Bank of thcf United 
States^ the bills or notes of the corpora- 
tion were declared, by law, to be receive- 
able In all payments to the United States, 
and the treasury notes which have been 
since issued for the services of the late 
war, have been endowed with the same 
quality. But Congress has Aever recog- 
nised by law the notes of any other cor- 
poration ; nor has it ever authorised an 
issne of bills of credit to serve as a legal 
currency. The acceptance of the notes 
of banks which are not established by the 
federal authority, In payments to the 
United States, has been properly left to 
the vigilance and discretion of the execu- 
tive-departmei^t ; while the circulation to 
the treasury notes employed either ef 
borrow money or to discharge debts, do- 
pends entirely (as it ought to depend) 
upon the option of the lenders and credi- 
tors to receive thenr* 
* The constitutional and legal founda- 
tion of the monetary system of the United 
States is thus distinctly seen ; and the 
power of the Pederal Government to in- 
stitute and regulate it, whether the circu- 
lating medium consists of coin or of bills of 
credit, must in its general policy, as wel| 
as the terms of its investment, be deemed 
an exclusive power. It is true, that a 
lystem depending upon the agency of the 
precious metab, will be affected by the 
▼arioas circumstances which diminish their 
quantity or deteriorate their quality. The 
coin of a State sometimes vanishes under 
tlie influence of political alarms; some- 
times in conseqnence of the explosion of 
mercantile speculations, and sometimes 
by the drain of an unfavourable course of 



trade. But whenever -the emergency oc- 
curs that demands a change of system, it 
seems necessarily to follow, that the au- 
thority which was alone competent to 
establish the national coin, is alone com- 
petent to create a national substitute. It 
has happened, however, that the coin of 
the United States has ceased to be the 
circulating medium of exchange ; and that 
no substjtute has hitherto been provided 
by the national authority. 

During the last year, the principal 
banks established south and west of New 
England, resolved that they would no 
longer issue coin in payment of their notes, 
or of the drafts of their customers, for mo*, 
ney received upon deposit. In this act, 
the Government of the Uuited States bad- 
no participation ; and yet the immediate 
effect of the act was to supersede the only 
legal currency of the nation. By thie 
act, although no State can constitutionally 
emit bills of credit. Corporations erected 
by the several States have been enabled 
to circulate a paper medium, subject to 
nciany of the practical inconveniences of 
the prohibited bills of credit. 

It is not intended, upon this occasion, 
to condemn, generally, the suspension of 
specie payments — for appearances indi- 
cated an approaching crisis which would 
probably have imposed it as a measure of 
necessity, if it had not been adopted as a 
measure of precaution. But the danger 
which originally induced and perhaps jus- 
tified the conduct of the banks, has passed 
away ; and the continuance of the suspen- 
sion of specie payments must be ascribed 
to a new series of causes. The public 
credit and resources are no longer im- 
paired by the doubts and agitations excited 
during the war, by the practices of the 
enemy, or by the inroads of an illicit 
cominerce ; yet the resumption of specie 
payments is still prevented, either by the 
reduced state of the national stock of the 
precious metals, or by the apprehension 
of a further reduction to meet the balances 
of a foreign trade, or by the redundant 
issues of bank paper. — ^The probable di- 
rection and duration of the latter causes, 
constitute, therefore, the existing subject 
for deliberation. — While they continue to 
operate singly or combined, the authority 
of the States individually, or the agents 
of the state institutions, cannot afford a 
remedy commeos"'**® ^'»^ the evil; and 
a recurrence to the national authority ia 
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itiAsf)«f»ftbte for tlie rcrst^rftttoa of a 
HoiNil cmreiicj. 

Id the selection of the means for the ac- 
compltehnent of this inrportant object^ \t 
' may be aafe^— Ist, Whether it be practi* 
cable to renew the circulation of the gold 
and sifter cobs ? Sdty, Whether the State 
Banks can be soccessfnlly eotptoyed to 
fitrmsh an untform currency ? Sdly, Whe- 
Aer a Natronal Bank can be employed 
more advantageonsly than the State Banks, 
lot the same purpose ? And 4thly, Whe- 
ther the' GoTernrtient can itself supply or 
mtlirMiy n paper medhim of exchange, of 
p erm an ent and uniform talue, throoghotft 
the {Jtiited States ? 

1st, As the United Stutes do not possess 
nfhie^ of gold or stiter, the sopp^ie^ ,of 
those metals must, in a thne of scarcity, 
be derived from forefgit commerce. Jf 
tile battMice of fbirefgn commerce be nn- 
fatottrable, thi supply will not be obtained 
incfdentaFty, as in the case of the returns 
ffSt k surplus of American exports, but 
itmst be the obfect of a direct purchase. 
The purchase of bulHoo is, howerer, a 
common operarfion of commerce ; and de- 
pends, rdteroth^ operations, upon thehi- 
dtic^enfs to import the article. 

The inducements to import bulHon 
atises, sfs in other cases, from its being 
cheap abroad, or from its b^i^ dear at 
home. Notwithstanding the commissions 
in South America, as well as in E|irope, 
there is no reason to believe that the quan- 
tity of the precious metals ?3 now (more 
than at any former period) insnftcient for 
the demand throughout the commercial and 
cirili^ed world. The price may be higher 
in some countries than in others ; and it 
may be dMferent in the same country at 
different times; but, generally, the Eu- 
ropean stock of gold and sHver has been 
abundant, eren during the protracted war 
which has afflicted the nations of Europe. 
The purchase of buf lion, in foreign mar- 
kets, upon reasonable terms, h then deem- 
ed practicable; nor can its importation 
into the Urtited States fail eventually to be 
profitable. The actual price of the gold 
and silrer in the-Arrterican market would 
in itself afford for some time an ample 
premium; although the fall in the price 
must of course be proportionable to th« 
increase of the quantity. But it is within 
the scope of a wis(> policy, to create addi- 
tional demands for coin, and in that way 
to multiply the indqcements to import and 



retain the metals ot which it Is composed. 
For instance, the excessive issue of bank 
paper has usurped the place of the' na- 
tional money; and under such circum- 
stances gold and silver will always be 
treated as an article of merchandize ; bat 
it is hoped that the issue of bank paper 
will soon be redoeed to its just share In 
the circulating medium of the country; 
and consequently that the coin of the 
United States will resmne its legitimate 
capacity and character. Again ; the Troa* 
sory, yielding from necessity to the gen6«> 
ral impulse, has hitherto consented to re* 
ceive bank paper in payment of duties and 
taxes ; but the period approaches when it 
will probably become a doty to exact the 
payment either in treasury notes, or in 
gold and stiver coin of the United States. 
Again; the institutions ' v^hkh shall be 
deemed proper, hi orrfer to remove exist* 
ing inconveniences, and to restore the na<» 
tional currency, may be so errganlzOd as to 
engage the Interests and eoterprite of in* 
dividuals in protidhig the means to estab- 
lish th6m. And finally, such refij^tions 
may be hnposal n)>on the expoffation of 
gcfld and siW^ir, as will sei^e in future to 
Dz and retain the quantity required' for 
domestki uses. 

But it Is'further belleted that the na- 
tional stock of the precious motels is not 
so reduced as to reader <he operation of 
reinestating thei^ agency in the national 
currency either dHficoit ot protracted. 
The quantity actually possessed by the 
cotmtry is conaiderable ; and the resusci- 
tation of ptibUe confidence in bank paper, 
or in other substitutes for coin, seems 
alone to be wanting^ to render it equal to 
the accustomed contriliufton for a clr<iulat- 
ing medium. In other countries, as well as 
in the Uoitcd States, the effect of an exces- 
sive issue of pape^ money to banish the 
precious metals has been seen, and under 
circumstances much more disadvantageous 
than the presettf ; (ht effect of public con- 
fidence in national institutions, to recal 
the precious metals to their uses in ex- 
change, has also been experienced. Even, 
however, if it were practicable, it has 
sometimes been questioned, whether it 
would be politic again to employ gold 
and silver fot the purpose of a naVionsI 
currency. It was long and universally 
supposed, that to maintain a paper me- 
dium without depreciation, the certainty 
of being able to convert it into coin, waft' 
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indispeifstble ; nor ean 4be experience 
'which has given rise to a contrary doe- 
trine be deesied complete or conclastf e. 
But whatever may be the issue of that ex- 
periment elsewhere, a difference in the 
structore of the Government, in the phj- 
sical as well as the political situation of 
^the conntrj, and in the various depart- 
ments of industry, seems to deprive rt of 
any important iniuenceas a precedent for 
the imitation of the UvMeA States. 

In offering these general remarks to 
the consideration of Congress, tt is not 
intended to conrey an opinion, that the 
circulation of the gold atid silver coins 
can at once be renewed. Upon motives 
of public convenience, the gracdua) attain^ 
ntent of that object is alone contempla- 
ted ; but a fftrong, though respectful, 
solicitude is. ftk^ that the veasnias adopt, 
ed by the L^^lature should invariably 
tend io its attainment. 

3d. Of the services rendered io the 
GoTernment by some of the Stirte Banks 
during the late war, and of the liberality 
by which rome ef them ave Jtciualed in 
tbeiff intevconrae wkb the Treasmry, jus- 
tice rehires an explicit ocknitwIedgmeAt* 
— It is a fact, however, incontestibly 
proved, that those institutions cannot at^ 
ikA% time be successfully eaiployed to fur. 
nish an uniform natienai currency. The 
failure of one attempt io associate them 
with that view, has already been stated. 
Another attempt, by their agency in ctr«. 
culatiag treasury notes, to overcome the 
Inequalities of the exchange, has only 
been partially successful. And a plan 
recently proposed, with design to curtail 
the issue of bank notes, to ^% the public 
confidence in the administration of the 
affairs of the Banks, and to give each 
Bank a legitimate share in the circulation, 
is not likely to receive the sanction of the 
Banks, llie truth is, that the Charter 
restrictions of some of the Banks ; the 
mutual relation and dependance of the 
Banks of the same State, and even of the 
Ban^ks of dliterent States ; and the duty 
which the directors of each Bank con- 
ceire that they owe to their immediate 
constituents upon points of security or 
emolument ; interpose an insuperable ob- 
stacle to any voluntary arrangement, 
- upon national considerations alone, for 
the establbfannent of a national mediiim 
through the agency of the State Banks. 
It is, aeveriiielcss, with tke State Banks 
tliat the measure* for raatering tho no* 



tional currency of gold and silver mutt 
originate ; for until their issues of paper 
be reduced, their specie capitals be re- 
instated, and their specie operations be 
commenced, there will be neither room, 
nor employment, nor safety, forthe tn- 
trodnction of the precious metals.- The 
policy and interest of the State Banks 
must therefore be engaged in the great 
fiscal work, by aH the means whhcb the 
Treasury can employ, or the legislative 
wisdom shall provhfe. 

3d. The establishment of a Natronal 
Bank i% regarded as the best, and perhaps 
the only, adequate resource to relieve the 
country and the Government from flio 
present embarrassmeitts^. Anfhonsed to 
issue note? which will be received in all 
payments to the United States, the circu- 
Jation of Its issues wilt be co-extensive 
with the Union ; and there wiH exist a 
constant demand, bearing a just proper- 
tion io the annual amount of the duties 
and taxes io be collected, independent of 
the general circulation for commercial and 
soefial pnrpose9. A National Bank will 
therefore possess the means and the op« 
portunily of supplying a eirculating me- 
dium of equal use and value in every 
State, aiul in ^very district ef every State. 
Established by the authority of the Ge- 
T^mment of the United States ; accredited 
by the Government to the whole amount 
of its notes in circulation ; and intrusted 
as the depository of the Government with 
all the accumulatitHis of the public trea- 
sure; the National Bank, independent of 
its immediate capital, will enjoy every re* 
commendation which can merit and secure 
the confidenee of the public. — Organized 
upon principles of responsibility, but of 
independence^ the National Bank will be 
retained within its legitimate sphere of 
action without just apprehension from the 
misconduct of its directors, or from the 
encroachments of the Government. £mi- 
nc\>t in its resources and in its example, 
the National Bank will conciliate, aid, 
and lead, the State Banks, in all that is 
necessary for the restoration of credit, 
public and private. And, acting upon a 
compound capital, partly of stock and 
partly of gold and silver, the National 
Bank will, be the ready instrument to en- 
hance the value of the public sccncities 
and to restore the currency of the national 

^4th. The power* of the Govcsrnment to 
snpply and maintain a paper medium of 
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exchange will not be questioned ; but (or 
tlie introduction of that medium there 
must be an adequate motif e. The sole 
rootife for issuing treasury notes has 
hitherto been to raise money in anticipa- 
tion of the revenue. The revenue, hoir- 
ever, will probably become, in the course 
of the year 1816, and continue after- 
wards, sufficient to discharge all the 
debts, and to defray all the expences of 
the Government, and consequently there 
will exist no motive to issue the paper 
of the Govoroment as an instrument of 
credit 

It will not be deemed an adeqiyate ob- 
ject for an issue of the paper of ^e Go- 
vernment, merely that it may be ezchang. 
ed for the paper of the Banks, since the 
Treasury will be abundantly supplied 
with bank paper, by the collection of the 
revenue, and the Government cannot be 
expected to render itself a general debtor, 
in order to become the special creditor of 
the State Banks. 



The co*operation of the Government 
with the National Bank, in the introduc* 
tion uf a national currency, may, how* 
ever, be advantageously employed by 
the issues of treasury notes, as long as 
they shall be required for the public ser- 
vice. 

Upon the whole, the state of the nt. 
tional currency, and other important con- 
siderations connected with the operations 
of the Treasury, render it a duty respect- 
fully to propose, 

<< That a National Bank be establtsh^a 
at the city of Philadelphia, having power 
to elect brancheselsewhere ; and that the . 
capiUl of the Bank (being of a compe- 
tent amount) consist of three-fourths of 
the public stock, and one-fourth of gold 
and silver." 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
A. J. Dallas, 
Srcretarjr of the TretMiy. ' 

Treatwry DeftarlwteiU, 6th Dee. 1815. 
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London^ Filday^. 

Anijiterdum 57 6 B ;« U 

DiltoatSight 57 

Amsterdam U v^ 

llitCoatSiaht 11 6 

Kotterdam II 10 

Antwerp II 12 

Hambnrgh • • • • 54 6 

Altoiia 34 7 

Bremen 5-v 7 

Paris 1 Day V Date • <4 SO 

Ditto 24 40 

Bonrdeanx tf4 40 

Frankfiiri on the Main • * •• 14t Ex. Mo. 

l^Iadrtd •• 35iefff*etlve 

Cadii 54 effective 

Barcelona 34 



C.F. 

«1U. 



2V. 



London. 

BUboa * •. 35 

St.Sebantian • 34 

Coranna , 34 " 

Gibraltar •.•• 3£ 

Legliorn • 49 . 

Genoa 46 

Venice se5 

Malta 48 

Naples 41 

Palermo 116 

Lisbon - • •• • • 59} 

Oporto 69 

Rio Janeiro 64 ' 

D«iMin 161] 

Cork 16{ 



Friday 5. 



per ME. 
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TO THE 

Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

LETTER Xm. 

ff^e cwmot sii down to supper tfcL 

l4ii4oii.Jflai.90,1816. 

Sir, — Before this will come from the 
press, soBie part of your meisiires, relative 
to the distresses of the country will, in all 
likelihood, be made known. You hare, 
1 am sttre, long ago, feit, that the difficul- 
ties of peace far exceed those of war, and 
that you hare foond my opinion, so clearly 
fiTon at the time when Napoleon #as ba- 
jrislnd to Elba, was correct. I then said, 
in answer to the Courier, that we eotM 
4u4 go to n^fper. f^The phiy is OTor," 
iMiid he, ^ and now let ns go to supper.^ 

*^ No," said I, ^* we must not sit down 
happily to supper, 'till we haye paid far 
^thepUtf:* From this text I preached a 
-lArgi^Mtfitical sermiHi, the main object of 
whkh was to prepare my readers for the 
Sttffe^ngs that audited them by showing 
tbem the conseqisences of peace, and, 
during this sermon, I observed, that the 
ttffaira of the nation, iKnt thf» taiea, the 
cwrrency, the expeitdtture, the scale of 
Uring, the minds, the habits of the coun- 
try; that all these were wroaglit up to a 
war pHch ; that, as long" as war a»d a 
war currency were kept up, die machine 
went smoothly on, the Cecity of its mo- 
tion keeping It from experiencing any 
considerable damaje from impediments. 
Bot, that as soon as we began to be in a 
state of rMl peace^ it wevl^ reqaire un- 
coflKBon skill in our rulers and almost 
supernatural fortitude in tipe people to- 
preTeot sene very serious and destructive 
9koA. 

Let It not be called egotkm^ Sir, if I re« 
mtad yon and tiie public of these things. 
I have a clear right to do it; and, it Is my 
doty to do it, too ; because, by showing, 
that I have been so correct in my anticipa- 
tions^ I establish my claim to reliaiioe on 
the soundness of my opinions, as to what 
ti in fiitiire likely to take place. When 
my worthy iMighbosrs of Soathamptoa 



were damouring against the Corn Bill, 
and were formally ^' retohing^' in town- 
meeting, that ^ peace and cheep com** 
ooght te be companions ; when the City 
of London, with their Lord Mayor lead- 
ing the way, were doing the same; when 
all the trading part of the nation seemed 
to be bent upon the project of having 
cheap bread, and of enjoying, as they 
ealled it, ^^ good ///nef" in their ^'turn^'* 
the farmers, as they said, ^^ having had 
** their good times during the war ;" wlien 
all their, noise and nonsense was raging 
throughout the land ; then, I told my 
neighbours and the City of London, that 
they were acting upon a gross error ; and 
that, if their wishes were gratified^ ihty 
would roost assuredly be ruined; unless 
the expences of the Debt and of the Go- 
vernment were reduced to something near- 
ly what they were in 17d^ a reduction 
which none of the clamourers against the 
Corn Bill ever proposed. 

And is not that prediction verifted? 
Are not the people in trade rumed^ H 
there any branch of trade, or any indi- 
Tidwif in anr oraneh^ that doee* wot fMvw^ 
smart under the ett'ects of clieap com? I 
ioo opposed the corn-bill, but expressly 
upon the ground, that it would be unne- 
cessary* if the taxes were reduced, and 
for which reduction to the standard of 
17K, w nearly that, I prayed in my pe- 
tition. Was there ever an Instance of 
such delnsion ! The Corn Bill passed ; 
and, from that day to this, corn has been 
growing cheaper aud cheaper : and, what 
completes the upsetting of all shallow 
brains, as the corn has become oheap, the 

rpte ill tnide has become distressed, 
shorty it is now eiear, that this great 
good; this ^blessiog'* of peace, dieap 
com^ has thrown all inen's affairs, their 
debts, credits, sle^ in trade, dealia^i 
ud cottlnKStSt fcifca the vt«»*«* confosion.. 
The « distresses of ag»iciwu^ is the 
fashionable phrase. But, the distress is 
felt every v^, by ^^^ ^^T^^^^ ^ 
profession, by e«ry or«**^'^rJ°. *« «^ 

pd oat of ^^^^^;'p.:;is^j;::5 
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yearly payments. And that this must be 
the case, as long as corn continues cheap, 
or, until some thin]; be done effectual ly 
to alter the relatiye situation of the Debtor 
and the Creditor^ is now, I think, become 
clear to every man of common sense. 

Yet, the danger from dear corn was 
equally great. Already had a very large 
portion of the people of fixed incomes 
and of the land owners quilted the coun- 
try, and gone to the continent, in quest of 
cheap living. It was calcilated, that 40 
thousand families hftd ^ue previous to 
the return of Napoleon from Elba. Not 
for the purpose of travelling ; not, as for- 
merly, for the purpose of spending mone^ ; 
not with a view to act the character of 
the " Mi Lord Anglois ;'' but, for the 
purpose of living cheap. These persons 
were tax*payers in general. Their taxes 
were left to be paid by others. The ma- 
nufacturers were fast following them. 
The evil was so severely felt, that there 
now stands a notice of a motion in the 
House of Commons to impose an addi- 
tional tax on the property of those per- 
sons who shall live out of the kingdom. 

This was one source of danger from the 
continuation of high prices. But, if the 
high prices continued, it was quite cer- 
tain, and it must have soon become 
notorious to all theworld, that the Bank 
never could pay Us notes in specie. Peace 
«»•* /"jime: the only remaiiilnff pretext 
for the tion-payment waa cemoved ; the 
«ct, authorizing the Bank to refuse pay- 
ment was about, and is now about, to 
expire. If the gold and silver continued 
at a high price, the Bank never could 
pay. 'In a little time this would have 
become too manifest all over the world 
to be disguised by any possible mea^is. 
The Bank Notes would have been, as 
they were before Napoleon's return from 
Elba, at a discount at Calais, and, of 
course, all over the Continent, of more 
than 30 per centum. Thus would the 
fiaok and its Paper have stood a mark 
ibr all the commercial world to gaze at. 

This rock of shame and discredit we 
have shunned and edged away from by a 
TAst dimiiuiiioii IB the quantity of paper- 
money; 4)ut, in so doing, we have got 
/oul, as sailors call it, of the rock of low 
prices and consequent faTling off of taxes, 
while the Debts and Expences of the go- 
vernment continue the same, and while, 
instead of an iocreued external com- J 



merce, that commerce is greatly dimi* 
nished. 

To get us safely off this ro^ is now, 
Sir, the task, which you have to perform ; 
and, if yon do perform it, leaving us safe 
and well, at the end of two years, dating 
from the 1st of this month, I will say, 
that you are the most able financier and 
statesman that ever breathed the breath of 
life. But, give me leave to stipulate a 
little. If the Bank do not pay in specie 
before the end of the two years, or, at 
least, if the guinea get to be worth more 
than ^iSs. in paper-money. Then I shall 
not allow that you have got us softly off 
this rock, seeing tJiat, iu that case, we 
shall still be in danger of splitting on the 
other. Then again, if you make any xle- 
ductions from the interest of the Debt, 
or impose a tax on the funds heavier than 
on landlords* rents, I shall be so far from 
allowing that you have brought ns safely 
off the rock, that I shall insist upon it, 
that you have wrecked ns. This same 
conclusion will, of course, apply, to such 
a change in the Sinking Fund as would, 
in effect, annihilate the capital of the 
Fundholders. 

Well, then. Sir, do I not offer you xery 
fair? You will find nobody, or hardly 
any body, to say, that there is a necessity 
for diminishing the interest on the Debt ; 
or, that there is any necessity for issuing 
paper-money so as to raise the value of 
the «ri]i(ie;i comparinl with the paper- 
money. Not one person out of a hun- 
dred thoijsand, perhaps, thinks either of 
these measures at all necessary. It is the 
general, and almost universal opinion, 
that you will be able to carry us through 
without either of these measures. And 
yet, if you do carry us through; if yoa 
do get us safely off the rock, and keep us 
safely off, 'till the end of the two years, 
I will laud you to the skies ; I will have 
your picture in every room in my house; 
I will call you. Nicholas the Great^ and 
will never mention your name without 
pulling off my hat, or making a low bow. 
I will not be so prophaue as to say that 
you have wrought miracles -^ but, I will 
always allow you to be the first of cre- 
ated beings. 

But, then, on the other hand, if the 
guniea should mount up again over the 
paper, after having spread about ruin so 
profusely by its recent fall ; or, if the in- 
terest of the Debt should experience a di- 
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minatioD, I shall clatm the right of im 
pntiog to yoQ a full share of the work of 
producing the wreck ; for, be it remem- 
bered, that you became, at a rery early 
period, a partisan of the system of Pitt ; 
that yoa defended and eulogized that sys- 
tem ; that yon did yi)ur besi^ at any rate, 
to assist in caosing that continuation of 
the war, which finally produced a thou- 
sand mtlltons of debt; and that, having 
supported this system with your Tote sind 
your pen for about twenty years, you 
haTe» at last, as a reward for your zeal 
and your services, become the successor 
of the ^' great statesman," with whom it 
originated, and who has left it behind ks 
a legacy to that country, who so grate- 
fully paid his own private debts, and who 
«recteid a monument in honour of his me- 
mory. Therefore, Sir, we are not. If you 
should fail, td look upon you as having 
your present task uttfbriunaiely imposed 
on you. You have it not only by your 
own free choice ; but you have, as far as 
you were able, been the cause of creating 
the necessity for the performance df it. 
Waiting now with greatly increased 
anxiety for the developement of your 
plans, I remain, Sir, your most obedient 



servant. 



Wm. Cobbett. 



Sir RoBEUT Wilson 
AND BIS Associates in France. 

Lomdtm^ 31 Jon. 1816. 

Such things have been doing, and are 
doing, in France, that I have, for my part, 
been qftcdd to trust my pen in any obser- 
Tatlons reUting to them. But, this affair 
of Sir Robert Wilson must have a word 
or two. 

The story is this : that the three Eng- 
lish officers, so often named, assisted La- 
tall ette in his escape, after he had been 
condemned io die as a traitor to Louis. 
And, it is added, that one of them, at 
least, confesses the act, and pleads iu jus- 
iification^ that Lavallstte was condemn- 
ed contrary to the stipulations of the con- 
Tention, signed by the Duke of Welling- 
ton, and m consequence of his agreeing to 
the terms qf which convention^ he obtain'' 
edy with the loss oj English lives, posses* 
sum of Paris. 

There are persons in England, and I am 
afraid they form a very great majority of 
John Bull, to say, that these gentlemen 
ought to be hanged up, at once, as trai- 



tors. The rage of honest John against all 
that is not attached to the principle of di- 
vine right seems now to be unbounded. 
His language is : ^^ Our officers had no bu* 
^' siness with the matter, if the man was 
^' innocent, or guilty, it was no business 
'^ of theirs* They had no right to inter* 
^^fere in the eoncerns of a foreign go* 
^' vemment, or nation.^* 

Now, this doctrine in a moral point of 
view, to be good for any thing in this case, 
must be good in all cases whatsoever« 
Suppose, then, that Sir Robert Wilson 
had been in France, when the Duke of 
Enouien was in prison, previously to his . 
being shot, and had aided him in escaping. 
Would he have merited to be hanged for 
that act ? Suppose, he had assisted in getting 
Louis XVL out of prison and in saving 
his life. Would he have merited punish- 
ment for that? Would those who now 
join in condemning him and his gallant as- 
sociates, have called, as they do, for his 
blood? Suppose a Frenchman had been 
in England, and had contrived an escape 
for the brave Sidney, who fell a sacrifice to 
the tyranny of the restored Stuarts. The 
tyrants of the House, and their base abet- 
tors, might have thirsted for such French- 
roan's blood ; but would not the English, 
who reversed the act of attainder against 
Sydney, have applauded the act? Yet, 
they eould not have applauded it, if they 
held the doctrine of the Times and Cou- 
rier news-papers, which makes the crime 
consist in the having interfered in the af- 
fairs of a, foreign government and nation. 
Suppose an Englishman residing for pur- 
pose of trade, or being op a mere visit, in 
Algiers, and suppose him to see one of the 
corsairs of our friend, the Dey, bring in a 
captive ; and, to go the whole length, sup- 
pose that captive to be his own father, ta- 
ken in an American vessel. The capture 
has been made according to the laws of 
Algiers ; the captive is sold according to 
the laws of Algiers; he is worked an4 
flogged by the purchaser in due conform- 
ity to the laws of Algiers. But, the son^ 
nevertheless, assists th« father in bis es- 
cape ; places him out of the reach of the 
tyrant ; and is afterwards imprisoned him- 
self for having so done. Would the son 
deserve punishment for this ? Would any 
body in England cry out for his being 
put to death for this act ? Common hu- 
manity recoils with horror at the idea} 
and yet, what would this be but ? iolatinft 
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the law of Algiers ? What would this be 
but interfering in the affairs of the govern* 
merit of Algiers ? 

Thus, we see, then, that this doctrine of 
non-interference is not worth a straw. 
We see that, in a moral point of Tiew, 
8uch an act may be not only innocent; 
not only blameless, but highly meritori- 
ous ; and that, therefore, loyal John, in 
his outrageous zeal for ^^ leptimac^^^* has 
rushed on to condemnation without much, 
rf any, consideration as to the justice of 
the case. 

Whether Lavalette's was one of those 
cases, which would justify such an act as 
that imputed to Sir Robert Wilson and 
his associates, I dare not here pretend to 
decide. But, this much is^Tery clear, that 
th'ose who pretend, that the Gonfention, 
in Tirtae of which, our general got posses- 
sion of Paris, without risk to him or his 
army, was not binding on Louis the !>«- 
tired^ place tfaeraselTes in a most awkward 
dilemma. These same writers have con- 
stantly maintained, that we and the allies 
obtained possession of France, of her for.* 
tresses, her pictures, &c. by right of eon- 
quest; that, in rirtoe of this right we dis- 
posed of the two latter ; that, in virtue of 
this right we imposed a tribute on the 
French ; that it was we who put the king 
on the throne, who kept -him there, and 
who had a full and clear right to dictate 
to htm whom he should have for ministers 
and what measures of internal government 
he should adopt But, now, behold, when 
the business of fl4iedding blood comes in 
question, these writers choose to consider 
the De$ir6 sl% perfectly independent ofus; 
as acting upon his own sole authority and 
from the dictates of his own refH; as hav- 
ing assumed that authority of himself ; as 
having supported it, wholly unaided by 
us; und that, therefore^ the Convention 
made by our general, was not at all bind- 
ing on a king so powerful in his own re- 
sources and so entirely independent of us. 

It is nevertheless true, that there is an 
English army in and near Paris ; and that 
• German armies are In readiness at no yerj 
great distance; and, do these writers 
really affect to believe, that, if the Desiri 
bad, in good earnest, been left to himself^ 
lie would haTe been, able to bring either 
the brave Labedoyere or Ney or I^valette 
to trial ? They talk of the " Chamber of 
^^ Peers *^ having condemned Ney; but, 
kaire they the Impttdence to preteod, 



that the Chamber of Peers woiild been 
able to call Ney before then, if theforeigb 
troops had not been in possession of Paris ? 
And, if their impadeno» does not bear 
them this length, how can they pretend, 
that these eondemnations are to be consi- 
dered as proceeding from the free-ageocy 
of the French government, and that the 
Convention mode with the French army- 
was not to be considered as binding on die 
king, or onany one to be set up by the 
power of those w ho signed that con ventfon ? 
It Is In vain to enter into any further 
discussion of this matter here. We are 
compelled so to beggar our feelings on to-^ 
pics rotating to the affairs of France, that 
to speak of them is to do injustice to the 
cause of truth and freedom. But, it may 
not be -amiss to point out how ridiculous a 
figure the ^ loyal" protestants make, now 
that they would appear to commisserate 
the fate of their brethren in France. At 
the time when it was the fashion to meet, 
to pass resoluttons, and to Bubscrit>e against 
Napoleon, -they wepe amongst the loudest* 
At that very time, they were reminded of 
how much relii(ious freedom they owed to 
Napoleon. They were reminded, that it was 
only the new order of things in France 
and Spain that stood between that freedom 
and the restoration of all the cruelties of 
Popish bigottry. Still they perseyered ; 
and their cry was: ^^ any religion is bet- 
'* terthan no religion at all." They were 
told, that wfth the Bourbons all the Bour- 
bon persecutions would return. And, now 
that they hav6 returned, they are putting' 
forth their feeble roice in affected- strains 
of compassion ! They are imploring onr - 
goTornment to interfere with the Bourbons 
in France to spare the blood of the protes-^ 
tants ! Would it not have been better not 
to have laboured so zealously for the re- 
turn of the Bourbons ? Aye, but if the 
Bourbons had not been restored, T*rance 
could not have been degraded and beggar- 
ed ! But, why no feeling for the ^ patri" 
" ots " in Spain ? The ruin, the cruel per- 
secution of these men seem to excite no 
compassion, though they were our alHes 
against the French. ITiey at-e iiow left, 
without any compassion from these '^loy^ 
" al '* protestants,* to enjoy the full benet 
fits of the Inquisition. Why -do they not 
implore our goTernment to interfere with 
Ferdinand ? What a scene of inconsistency 
and hypocricy it is, take it all together. 
Wm. Cobbett. 
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Mr. BiEKBECK't Letter, 

On the taughtng at the Farmers : with Mr, 
CobbeiVs remarks therebn. 

I think, Mr. Cobbetl, tliat those supe- 
rior persons who are so witty upon the 
fiu'mers in their calamities, and indulge 
their good humoured spleen in ridiculing 
08 for haffog imitated them, though at 
a humble distance, during the late sea- 
son of hollow prosperity; I think. Sir, 
that they ought to hare set us a better 
example, or to have shewn us that heredi- 
tary estates and superior education gire 
ao excluHvei\t\e to luxury, extra?agance, 
and lolly. They roust suppose us to be 
eitlier more or less than men : and I fancy 
Ihey lean to the latter opinion. They 
call us obstinate fools, and hardly giTe us 
eredit for common sagacity in the manage- 
ment of our land ; jei they expect of us 
that we should know the value of money 
better than themselves^ notwithstanding 
their prodigious experience in the abuse 
of it. I qaestioB if there ever was a meet- 
ing of clergy at a visitation, or of gentle- 
men at a bench club, or of shop-keepers at 
a corporation dinner, or even of merchants 
and bankers at a city feast^ that they did 
^ot (if the conversation happened to sink 
to a theme so low) stigmatize the farmers 
as a set of ignorant boobies with intellects 
barely superior to the cattle they drive. 
And now, forsooth, because they have 
occasion for the money which we have 
spent in a rough copy of their own extra- 
vagance, they torn upon us, and politely 
abuse us because we are not philosophers. 
But, Sir, the public has no right to com- 
plain of the improvidence of fkrmers. 
Have we not returned what they are 
pleased to call our inordinate gains through 
every channel of circulation? We in- 
dulged, it is true, in a little port, or per- 
hajps madeira, at market, and sometimes 
prodnced a bottle to a friend at our own 
table: we might call in the taylor or the 
mantua-maker rather oftener than here- 
tofore: but why should the wine mer- 
chant or the draper murmur ? or the fund- 
holder, or the placeman ? If we blazed 
away with our helmets and broadswords, 
volunteering ourselves from our farms and 
our families, should the loyal blame us for 
this? , Especially when invited by our 
landlords, being tenants at ^ill, to give 
proof of onr heroism, and dependence. — 
Some of OS, however, in spite of bad ex- 



ample, have saved a little, and in defiance 
of your cautionary hints. Sir, have trotted 
up to town once a year with our savings, 
to have them inscribed together with our 
names in the great book. In very many 
instances, a great part of our extraordi« 
nary receipts has been returned again to the 
soil, in those improvements of cultivation 
which patriots are commending so loudly 
whilst they oferlook or despise the im- 
provers. Hoarding has been out of the 
question: few would be so simple as to 
hoard hank notes. One solitary article 
of expence, which we shall not repeat of, 
although it is a constant theme of insolent 
reproach, is the education of our children. 
Ignorant ourselves, we may sometimes 
have been led, as in other things, by bad 
example, and have mistaken show for sub- 
stance : but we ^ re not such fools as your 
ghostly friend insinuates : we did not send 
oor sons to excisemen nor our daughters 

to discarded . Abuse divided among 

so many, seems to light no where, and is 
disgraceful only to its author, who, of 
course, conceals himself: but I wonder, 
Sit, that you admit these nameless gentiy. 
Possibly their names would do as well at 
my strictures. Publish which you please. 
Your's, 

M. BiRKBECK. 
WmibwQHK Jtm. iS, 1816. 

In the foregoing letter, Mr. Btrkbeck 
has made common cause with all the crowd 
of Yeomanry Cavalry* If this discovers 
little self love, it displays a much better 
quality ; namely, generosity. Mr. Birk- 
beck must, however, be aware, that my 
correspondent ^^ from the shades below," 
with whom he appears to be angry, never 
meant to inchide within the range of hit 
sarcasm, every man in England who hap* 
pened to be engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits ; and, at any rate, before Mr. Birk- 
beck took the imputations to himself, it 
was natural to expect him to show, that 
farmers in general were of the same de- 
scription as he is, as to talent and extent 
of knowledge. — ^1 have receired from. Phi«» 
ladelplna a cepy of this Gentleman's 
" Notes during a Tour in France^'' which 
work has been republished in *^at city^ 
and which copy I shall beg him to accept 
of, as I shall, I am sure, thereby gratify 
the gentleman who has had the goodness to 
aend it tome.— Now, if Mr. Bl»kbeck c^a 
show ui any other of the farmers wko hav% 
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written books like this, my correspondent 
tHU readily except them, I dare say, from 
his censare. But, until he can do this, or, 
at least, can show, that the farmers in ge» 
neral are men of enlightened minds and 
liberal principles^ my co-respondent will 
hardly allow it to be quite fair in Mr. 
Birkbeck to use the word we^ when de- 
fending their general conduct and charac- 
ter, which general conduct and character 
he must, from the tenor of his own senti- 
ments, most heartily despise ; and, indeed, 
which general conduct and character he 
has, in his work, above-mentioned, rirtu- 
ally condemned. When we speak of a 
large class of any community, we must al- 
ways be understood as speaking with titi- 
meroui exceptions; and thus, of course, I 
understood my correspondent. I look 
upon his sarcasm as levelled at the gross 
mass, and, in this light, it certainly is just. 
— ^When Mr. Birkbeck says, '* we did not 
*' send our sons to school to turned-off ex- 
^^ cisemen, and our daughters to discarded 
^^ mistresses," he takes a rather unftiir ad- 
vantage; for nobody would ever suppose 
that he acted thus. But, is he prepared to 
show, that boarding schools in general are 
such as sensible men and good fathers 
would send their children to ? And, is he, 
besides, prepared to show, that the sort of 
knowledge, acquired at such schools, is at 
all calculated to be useful, generally speak- 
ing, to the cultivators of the land ? Mr. 
Birkbeck will acknowledge, I believe, that 
the farmers must now come down ; that it 
will be impossible for them any longer to 
live in the style that tney have lived in. 
And, is it not, then, a misfortune to their 
children to have been taught to indulge in 
such lofty notions? True, that the parents 
were misled by the false glare of a hollow 
system ; but this is not to exempt them 
from being laughed at' by those who have 
always been warning them against the final 
effects of that system ; and though my cor- 
respondent may not (for I do not know 
any thing of him) be one of these, I myself 
am one of them, and, therefore, I have a 
fair right to laugh as much as I please, and 
to publish, or handover for publication the 
laughter of others, especially when I re- 
flect, that to these farmers, in a great mea- 
sure, the evils I lament are owing. If, in- 
deed, <hey, or even any considerable por^ 
Hon of them^ had ever shewn any marks 
of disapprobation of the system, the case 
would have been wholly differenf • But, 



it is notorious, and it is particularly well- 
known to Mr. Birkbeck, that the farmers 
in general, and almost unanimously, were 
loud and incessant in their cry for conti- 
nuing the war against Napoleon until his 
exile to Elba, and that they stigmatized 
as a traitor every man who disapproved of 
that war, or who, in the slightest degree, 
defended the acts or character of Napo- 
4eon. It is also notorious, and particu- 
larly well-known to Mr Birkbeck, that, 
upon the news of the landing of Napoleon 
at Cannes, the farmers at their market- 
dinners, filled and drank bumpers to his 
health and success. It is also notorious, 
that the farmers were equally loud and 
incessant in their approbation of the war 
with America, and that they lamented its 
termination. Now, if these facts be true, 
and, I believe, no one will attempt to con-^ 
tradict them, we have, I think, a pretty 
good specimen of the principles^ derived 
from that education^ of which Mr. Birk- 
beck speaks, and that too, somewhat ex- 
ultingly. Nay, it is notorious, that the 
farmers are wow, even now wishing^ ex- 
pressing their wishes for, war. For war 
with ani/ body^ no matter whom. What, 
than, are we to be censured, and that, too, 
by a real friend of peace and freedom, for 
laughing at the humiliation of this class, 
merely because he himself happens to be 
engaged in the same business as they ! If 
a single farmer had said to Mr. Birkbeck : 
"Come on, let us pay any taxes for the 
^^ sake of keeping on war against Napo- 
^^ leon, who is such an enemy of our coun. 
^^ try, that the man who does not wish his 
" destruction is a vile traitor and ought to 
^^ be hanged and quartered ;*' and, if the 
same man, in 18 months afterwards, had 
said to him: "Come fill up a bumper: let 
" us drink health and success to Napoleoo, 
^^ because that health and success will oc- 
" casion a new, long, and bloody war^ 
" which war will fill our pockets by mak- 
" ing our corn high-priced again." If a 
single farmer had, in so many words, said 
this to Mr. Birkbeck, would not the lat- 
ter have turned from him with horror? 
Would he not have regarded him as a most 
vile and sordid and cruel wretch, wholly- 
destitute of sentiments of justice and all 
feelings of compassion? And yet, what 
would this have been more than hearing^ 
from the lips of an individual, in few 
words, the general sentiments of the farm- 
ers in gross ? And has not any one a 
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right now to iodulge in sarcasm on this 
mass, whether he write. from aboTe ground, 
or *' from the shades below ?" 

Wm. Cobbett. 

Emigration to America. 

Several persons, and some of them of 
great respectability, have written to me 
requesting advice upon the subject of emi- 
gration to the United States of America. 
I have before publicly sjtated, that I wish 
to give no one particularly, any advice 
touching this matter; and that I never 
shall, upon any occasion, urge any one, 
be he who he may to emigrate. But, to 
convey correct information, through the 
channel of the press, upon this matter, as 
well as upon any other of general interest, 
I regard as my duty ; or, at least, I shall 
take pleasure in doing it ; in short I like to 
do it ; and I will do it as often as I think 
proper. In pursuance cf this intention, I 
now proceed to obserre, in the way of 
general advice or information, that, no 
one ought to think of going to America to 
live upon his meansy as it is commonly 
called. House rent, wearing apparel, hor- 
ses, servants wages, carriages, and every 
thing, except mere articles of food, are at 
a higher price in America than they are in 
England. — As to a farmer, if he can land 
in America with/a clear thousand pounds 
in his pocket, and has a couple or three 
sons, from ten to sixteen years old, who 
had good education, that is to say, have 
been bred up to a\l sorts of farming work, 
and if the father be still able to work for 
ten or a dozen years himself, and has no 
idea of making his sons excisemen or cus- 
tom-house officers ; such a farmer may do 
Tcry well in America. But, if he has been 
used to guzzle at market, if his big belly 
makes him breath short, or if his sons (if 
he has a dozen of them) have been to 
boarding school he would starve in Ame- 
rica if he began farming there with twenty 
thousand pounds. — ^Those who go to that, 
country, must, to better their lot, go with 
a resolution to work at something or 
other. They must be physicans, surgeons, 
lawyers, (and pretty sharp ones), mer- 
chants, shopkeepers, artizans, manufac- 
. tnrers, or something or other that is use- 
ful in society. There are all sorts of re- 
ligions in America; but, as there is in this 
case rerj little real bodily labour to be 
performed, the labourers already there 



are, I imagine, equal to the harvest. At 
any rate, I would not advise any clergy- 
man of the Church of England, who has 
got a good living at home, to go to Ame-^ 
rica in search of a better. I have no idea 
of a worse speculation than this. — Now, 
as to any advice to persons who are dis- 
posed to go to America to work, the case» 
are so yarious that it would be difficult to 
offer any advice at all, likely to be of 
much use. It may, however, be generally 
observed, that all persons who are feeble,, 
whether from age or from natural debility, 
will not become stronger by crossing the 
Atlantic ; and that all such persons, toge- 
ther with fools, drunkards, profligate per- 
sons, may as well stay to starve and be 
despised here, as to go to starve or be de- 
spised there. — A correspondent has asked 
me, whether he can take out gold fre» 
from danger from seizure by the custom-^ 
house or other officers ; — what is the va-. 
lue, in the American currency, of a bill 
for five hundred pounds on Philadelphia ;. 
— what is the value of an English guinea 
at Philadelphia ;-^what is the state and 
security of the American Public Funds.^— 
As to the first, any gold coin, not of the 
English mint^ or at least any foreign coin^ 
may legally be taken out of the country. — 
In answer to the second question, the bill 
of ^y/e hundred pounds sterling will at the 
present rate of exchange, be paid there in 
about two thousand Spanish dollars. It 
may be a little more or a little !<»«« arrord- 
ing to the rate of exchange. — The third 
question requires no answer, it being ille- 
gal, and certainly wholly useless, to take 
the guinea out to America; — as to the 
fourth question, the state of the Americaa 
funds will be seen by a reference to the 
three last Registers. The common inte- 
rest in those funds is six per c^nt; and my 
opinion is, that the security is perfectly 
good. — But, the questions which I have 
most frequently put to me, turn upon the 
value of real property ; the circumstances 
attending new establishments ; the sumi 
required to form new settlements ; the 
nature of the soil; the bulk of crops^ 
and the like. To answer all such ques- 
tions; or to give any such generaV 
account, would not only require a to- 
lume in point of bulk, but would also 
require a great deal more knowledge than 
almost any man, though living upon the 
spot, can be 'supposed to possess. , But, 
I can state iome few facts which ^^t 
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serTe as a sort of basis whereon to form a 
judgment on some of these matters. For 
instance, a farm, with a good house and 
dut-buildings upon it, with a good orchard 
and the whole well fenced in, with a diie 
proportion of ploughing land and meadow, 
and within the distance of thirty miles 
from Philadelphia, is worth, upon an 
arerage, about an hundred dollars per 
acre, in the fee simple, being freehold, 
and tjthe free, until an established church 
shall rise up in that country. Some such 
funns are not worth nearly so much and 
some a great deal more, accordhig to the 
goodness of the land and the nature of 
the situation. — This I take it, may be a 
pretty fare average account of the price of 
land all along the Atlantic coast.— Fur- 
ther back in the country, unless in the 
!filnlediat« neighbourhood of considerable 
towns, the lands must be cheaper, or, 
father, of lower price. But the new 
States, which are called the Western 
States, and which lie between the moun- 
tains and the Mississippi, are at present 
the grand scenes of adventure and enter- 
prize. In speaking of these, in order i9 
ghe the reader some idea of the state of 
things in these countries, I will insert an 
extract here from a new work, just pub- 
lished in America, entitled, a Picture of 
Cincinnati and Miami Country, by 
Daniel Drake. I will first take his ac- 
courrt of the town of Cincinnati, and 
men nis description of the agriculture, 
soil, &c. of the surrounding country. 

Cincinnati is built upon one entire and 
two fractional Sections, numbered 18, 17, 
and 13, in the fourth township and first 
fractional range, as surveyed by the pa» 
ten tee, John Qeves Symmes. Tlie two 
first of these, viz. the entire section No. 1 8, 
and the fraction No. 17, lying between it 
and the fiver, were sold by the patentee 
to Matthias Denman, of New Jersey, 
whilst they were still a wood. Not long 
after this purchase, Denman transferred 
to Robert Patterson and John Filson, 
of Kentucky, an undivided third part 
each, making them joint proprietors with 
himself; but Filson being killed by tlie 
Indians, before complying with the terms 
of this bargain^ his interest reverted to 
Dentnan, who sold it to Israel Ludlow, 
of the same state with himself. A plan 
for the intended town was then designed, 
and in January 1789, Mr. Ludlow exe- 
cuted a sanrey of that part which extends 



from Broadway to Western Row. The 
proprietors then proceeded to sell the* lots, 
and in conformity to a previous arrange- 
ment, the purchasers received their deeds 
directly from J. C. Symmes. In the en- 
suing year the patentee laid out several 
blocks of lots on the fraction "^o, IS, 
lying east of the first town plat. In the 
year 1808, the reservation around Fort 
Washington was divided into lots by the 
Surveyor General, acting under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
sold at public auction by the Register and 
Receiver, on the 2d of March. In addi- 
tion io the original owners, several per- 
sons have since divided out-lots, or tracts 
adjoining to the first towp plat, and are 
therefore to be considered as proprieton. 

PIrAN. 

PhiMelphia seems to have been the 
model after which that portion of this 
town first laid out, was planned. Be- 
tween Broadway and Western Row there 
are six streets, each 66 feet wide, running 
from the river north 16^' west, and lying 
^96 feet asunder. These are intersected 
at right angles i)y others of the same width, 
and at the same distance from each other; 
except Water and Front streets, and Se- 
cond and Third streets, the former of 
which are nearer, and the latter, on ac- 
count of the brow of the /fi//, more dis- 
tant. Not a single alley, court, or diago- 
nal street, and but one common, was laid 
out. The blocks or squares were each di- 
vided into eight lots, 99 by 198 f?et, ex- 
cept those lying between Second and Third 
streets, which made ten lots each ; and 
those between Front and Water streets, 
the size of which may be seen by a reference 
to the frontispiece. The out-lots, 81 in 
number, contain four acres each, and lie 
chiefly in the north of the town. This 
plan was not deposited in the public ar- 
chives for record until the S9th of April, 
1802. The streets in that part of the 
town laid out by John C. Symmes, are but 
60 feet wide. Those intersecting the ri- 
ver run north 44 degrees west, and lie at 
the same distance from each other as the 
streiets in the original town ; but the cross 
streets are nearer, apd hence the lots of 
this quarter are shorter. The plan of this 
survey was not recorded by the proprietor 
till the 1 2th of September, 1811. The re- 
servation of the General Government was 
surveyed so as to connect the plats just 
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described. The different subdiTisions will 
be best understood by a reference io the 
engra?ed plan. 

The donations by the original proprie- 
tors ore, a tract between Front-street and 
the riter, extending from Broadway to 
Main-street, for a public common ; and 
a square west of Main-street, between 
Fourth and -Fifth streets. The south 
half of this was conyeyed to the first Pres- 
byterian Congregation; and the other 
to the Commissioners of the county; an 
amount in each case, nearly equal to the 
▼aloe of the ground, being paid. 

P&ICE8 OF LOTS. 

For several years after the settlement 
of this place, the lots along the principal 
streets were sold for less than 100 Dollars 
each. They gradually increased in price 
until the year 1805, when, from a sudden 
iaflitx of population, they rose for a short 
time with rapidity. Their ad?ancement 
wa» then slower, till 1811 ; since which 
tie rate of increase has been so high, that 
for a year past the lots in Main, from 
Front to Third streets, have sold at 200 
dollars per foot, measuring on thefront line; 
from thence to Sixth-street, at 100 dollars; 
in Broadway, Front and Market streets, 
from 80 to 1^; and on the others, from 
50 to 10, according to local advantages. 
Oai.lot8 and land adjoining to the town 
plat, bring from 500 to \%0O dollars per 
acre. 

ghaduaxion and draining ov the 

STREETS. 

One part of the town being elevated 
from 40 to 60 feet above the other, it has 
long been an interesting question, whe- 
ther the streets running from the river 
shonld be graduated to a steep or gentle 
ascent. The latter method has at length 
been adopted, and Main-street rises by de- 
glees from Second to Fifth-street. The 
earth and gravel at the intersection of 
Third;€treet on the brow of the HiU^ and 
beyond it, as far as Fifth-street, being 
hauled and washed down to raise the sur- 
face below. The angle of ascent varies, 
by estimation, from 5 to 10 degrees. 
Broadway, Sycamore and Walnut streets, 
are partly completed on the same plan. 
To the constant change of level which the 
streets have undergone foe many years, 
from the descent of gravel into the Bottomj 
Is to. be ascribed the want of pavements 



and side- walks, which the town so strik- 
ingly exhibits. Preparations are making 
for the pavement of Main-street, from the 
river to Fourth- street, the ensuing year ; 
which will no doubt be followed by a ge- 
neral improvement of the town in this res- 
pect. 

Concerning the points at which the wa- 
ter falling on the town plat should be dis- 
charged into the river,' there are two opi- 
nions. The first and most natural is, that 
it should be conducted down Second- 
street, and emptied into the river below 
the town, through the same ravine which 
formerly carried it off. The other opi- 
nion is, that each street running to the 
river should be so graduated as to convey 
its own water. But the obvious injury 
which the banks, the beach and the water 
would sustain, from the discharge of these 
sluices of filth immediately opposite the 
town, together with the enormous . ex- 
pence attending it, seem to be procuring 
for the other method a general prefer- 
ence ; and it is probable that all the gut- 
ters west of Broadway will be discharged 
into a common sewer in Second-street, 
along which in an open canal the water 
now indeed runs. 

It has been already stafed, that the 
north-west part of the bottom is occa- 
sionally inundated by great floods of the 
Ohio. To prevent this, it has been pro- 
posed to throw up a levee along the wes- 
tern border of the town plat. The cost 
of this could not be very great, as it 
would not have an average height of more 
than six feet, nor exceed two hundred 
yards in length ; and having no current to 
stem, it need not be very strong. No 
measures, however, have yet been taken to 
effect this important object. 

, materials for building* 

Cincinnatti is eligibly situated foi* ob- 
taining these. The beds of Licking and 
the Ohio afford excellent limestone, which, 
however, can only be quarried when these 
rivers are low. Marble of a fine quality 
can be brought by water from the cliffs of 
Kentucky river ; and freestone of a grey 
colour and good texture is already freight- 
ed, for a small sum, from "^r^^e inter- 
section of the Big Sandy and Scioto with 
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this place. The lime afforded by the com- 
mon limestone is dark coloured, but the 
sUicious limestone pebbles, which are 
abundant in the alluTial grounds, make 
lim<* of a fine quality and pure white. 
Oak^ a«h, poplar, walnut and other na- 
tive timber trees, squared or sawed into 
boards, plank and scantling, are brought 
to market in wai^gons, boats or rafts, and 
deli?er«M] on moderate terms. But the 
Allei^heny mountains furnish the most Ta- 
luable, and must long continue to afford 
the most abundant supplies of timber. 
From tho8(* mountains, the white pine, 
either in the form of logs, boards or shin- 
gle^, is annually floated down in immense 
quantities, and sold in all the towns on 
the Oaio, at a lower price than domestic 
timber. 

The different kinds of masonry, car- 
pentry, painting, papering, and Venetian 
blinds, are executed in a firm and hand- 
some style. 

BUILDINGS. 

On the plat of Cincinnati, there it at 
this time (July 1815) nearly 1100 houses, 
exclnsiTe of kitchens, smoke-houses, and 
stables. Of these, more than % are of 
stone, 250 of brick, and about 800 of 
wood. Six hundred and sixty contain 
families ; the remainder are public build- 
ings, shjps, warehouses and ofiices. — 
The great proportion of frame houses 
seems to be owing to the Tatt emigration 
within a few years — a wooden house can 
be erected in a shorter time than a brick, 
and at seasons when brick-work cannot be 
done. The dwelling houses are generally 
two stories high, and built in a neat and 
simple style, with sloping shingled roofs, 
and Tuscan or Corinthian cornices. Se- 
veral have lately been erected with an ad- 
ditional story, and e¥hibit,-for a new town, 
some magnificence. A handsome frontis- 
piece or balustrade occasionally affords an 
e? idence of opening taste ; but the higher 
architectural ornaments— elegant summer- 
houses, porticos, and colonnades, are en- 
tirely wanting. Very few of the frame 
houses are painted, which is the more re- 
markable, as the timber of which they are 
built is so perishable as to require seclusion 
from the weather. 

PUBLIC AND MANUFACTURING EDIFICES. 

The first Court Hovse in this place, 
•tood on the eastern end of the public 



ground. It was erected in the year 1802, 
and burned down early in 1814, while a 
company of soldiers were using it as a bar- 
rack. It was built of limestone, on a 
plan furnished by Judge Turner, in the 
jform of a parallelogram, 4^ feet in front 
by 55 in depth ; the height of the walls, 
including a parapet, being 4% feet. It had 
a wooden cupola, with four projecting 
faces, arched and balustraded 20 ieet high, 
terminated by a dome, and resting on a 
basement 20 feet square. From the ground 
to the top of the cupola was 84 feet. A 
couple of two*story wings, to be made fire- 
proof for the purpose of public offices, 
and connected with the body by corridors, 
formed a part of the design which re- 
mained to be executed. 

Since the conflagration of this edifice, 
the commissioners of the county have sold 
out, on perpetual leases, the whole of the 
public ground ; and accepted of a lot near 
the intersection of Main and Court Streets ; 
in the centre of which they are now en» 
gaged in the erection of a second court 
house, 56 by 62 feet; with fire-proof apart- 
ments for the different offices of the county. 

The new Presbyterian church is a Tery 
spacious brick edifice, measuring 68 by 85 
feet. Its eastern and narrower front looks 
towards Main-street, and is cornered with 
square turrets crowned with cupolas. From 
the rear is an octagonal projection, foe a 
Tostry. The roof is of a common form* 
The height from the ground to the eaves is 
only 40 feet, to the top of the cupola 80, 
which is less than either side, including the 
towers, and hence the aspect of the build- 
ing is low and heavy. The stair-oases are 
in the basements of the turrets, and are 
entered without passing into the house. 
The inside will be divided into one hun- 
dred and twelve pews, and fi?e capacious 
aisles. 

The Baptist church, in Sixth-street, is a 
handsome and commodious brick edifice^ 
40 by 55 feet, well furnished with doors 
and windows, ornamented with a balus- 
trade, and finished inside with taste. 

The Methodist church, in Fifth-street, 
is a capacious stone building, one story 
high. 

The Friends meeting-house, near the 
western end of the same street, is a tempo- 
rary wooden building. 

The Cincinnati Lancaster seminary, on 
Fourth-street, in the rear of the Presby- 
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teiian charch, is an extensife two story 
brick edifice, built, with some ulteratioDS, 
on a plan furnished by Isaac Stagg. It 
consists of two oblong wings, extending 
from Fourth-street, 88 feet deep. Near 
the front, they are connected by an apart- 
ment, for stair cases, 18 by 30 feet, out of 
which arises a dome-capped peristyle, de- 
signed far an observatory. The front of 
this intermediate apartment is io be deco- 
rated with a colonnade, forming a hand- 
some portico, 1^ feet deep and 30 feet 
long. The front and each side are orna- 
mented with a pediment and Corinthian 
cornice. The aspect of the building is 
light, airy, and might be considered ele- 
gant, were the doofs wider, the pediments 
longer, and divested of the chironies, which 
at present disfigure them. One wing of this 
edifice is designed for male, the other for 
female children ; and between them there 
18 no connecting passage, except through 
the portico. The lower stori^ are finish- 
ed entire, and calculated for the reception 
of 900 children. Each upper story is 
to be divided into three apartments, two 
in the ends 30 feet square, and one in the 
centre of %5, with a sky light, and the 
appurtenances of a philosophical hall. 
When completed, the whole building can 
receive about 1100 scholars. 

Cincinnati has three Market houses — 
the two older are snpported by a double, 
the newer one by a triple row of brick 
pillars. The latter extends nearly the 
whole distance from Broadway to Syca- 
more-street, being upwards of 300 feet in 
length. The others are both shorter and 
narrower. 

The buildings of the Cincinnati Manu- 
facturing Company, on the bank above 
Deer-creek, are numerous and extensive; 
the main edifice is 150 feet long, from % 
to 37 feet wide, and from two to four 
stories high. 

The most capacious, elevated and per- 
manent building in this place, is the steam 
mill, erected in the years 1812, 13, 14, 
under the direction of William Green, an 
ingenious mason and stone cutter, on a 
plan furnished by George Evans, one of 
the proprietors. It is built on the river 
beach, upon a bed of horizontal limestone 
rocks, and in high floods is for its whole 
length exposed to the current. The foun- 
dation is 62 by 87 feet, and about 10 feet 
thick. Its height is 110 feet, and ttte num- 



ber of stories nine, including two above 
the eaves. To the height of 40 feet, the 
wall is battered^ or drkwn in ; above, it is 
perpendicular. The cornice is of brick, 
and the roof of wood, in the common style. 
It has 24 dpors and 90 windows. The 
limestone with which it was built were 
quarried at various places in the bed of the 
river, and measure in the wall 6,620 
perches. Besides this, it swallowed up 
90,000 bricks, 14,800 bushels of lime, and 
81,200 cubic feet of timber. Its weight is 
estimated at 15,655 tons. Through the 
building there is a wall dividing each story 
into two unequal apartments— the one de» 
signed for-mauufactunng flour; the other 
for receiving wool and cotton machinery, 
a flax seed oil mill, fulling mill, and seve- 
ral other machines. 

It is ef|ually creditable to the prudence 
of the superintendent and the temperance 
of the labourers, that during the erection 
of this house, not one serious accident oc- 
curred. 

PaESERVAIION FROM FIRE. 

The means of accomplishing this, are 
few and inefficient. They are not there- 
fore introduced on this occasion for imita- 
tion, but admonition. In the year 1808, 
the Select Council purchased a fire engine, 
and an association called the Union Fire 
Con^cuiy^com^TxAuf^ nearly all the men in 
town, was formed. The engine proved 
indifferent, and the organization of the 
company still worse. For two years it 
had not had a single meeting. A second 
fire company was lately organized, 
which it is reported, intends to do some 
good. In 1813, a tax was assessed for the 
purchase of another engine, but it has not 
yet been obtained. The ordinances of the 
corporation require each house to be fur- 
nished with a fire bucket, but this requisi- 
tion is disregarded by the majority. They 
also require every male citizen, between 
the ages of 15 and 50 years, to attend on 
the cry of fire ; a provision finely calcu^ 
lated, if enforced, to augment the rabble 
which infest such places. A more impor* 
tant requisition, considering the absence 
of those companies, is that each drayman 
shall furnish at every fire at least two 
barrels of water. Bonfires, and all other 
conflagrations on the streets or in lots, are 
expressly but not successfully forbiddeu. 
^Tobe conlimicdO 
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Remedies. 

Mr. Cobbett, — I desired the Fund- 
l|o)der, hi a former letter, to compare his 
baker's and butcher's bills for 1812 and 
1815, in order to reconcile him, in some 
measure, to the attack I found myself re- 
luctantly compelled to make upon his 
pocket,/or the public good, I am not sure 
that the law of Moses would bear me out 
in this expedient ; but of this I am sure, 
that neither Moses nor Aaron were erer 
so critically circnmstanced as we are; and 
I doubt whether his protident father-in- 
hiw, Jethro, was ever in such a cruel di- 
lemma. But after all, I am for carrying 
erery thing fairly and abore board ; I 
would hare no back-staircase work; I 
scorn the very semblance of delusion too 
cordially, to conceal or shuffle off, under 
the aboTe comparati?e statement of 1812 
and ISl 5^ the real bearing of the case as 
it actually stands. It is true indeed, that 
at 4 per cent, the mere Fund-holder would 
hafe been on nearly the same footing in 
1815, as be was cwteris imparibus, at 5 
per cent in 1812 ; but I will not be under- 
stood to mean that he would have been, or 
would be now, as well off as he was in 
1792. The Fund-holder who in i792 had 
jf 500 per annum, by my proposed expe- 
dient will be reduced toj€400: and under 
this defalcation of ^100 per annum, it 
must not be denied that he will besides 
find his taxes more than doubled t^on him^ 
and e?ery article of consumption, from 
the spectacles on his nose \o the saTe-all 
on his candlestick, efery thing in short, 
except bread for himself and forage for his 
horse, at least 40 per cent, dearer! So 
that the man who has the sameJ^10,000 
in the 5 per cents, to day, that his father 
had in 1792, has fatten^ in the scale of so- 
ciety, 51 degrees below his father; and 
stands precisely on the same lerel, and no 
higher, as the man who before the war 
possessed ^4,750! ! Does this sketch ap- 
pear to you surcharged ? Do you see' any 
thing caricatured about it ? Do you think 
the shades too hard, too gloomy, too much 
after Vandyke ? Ask the Fund-holder him- 
•elf, and if he does not answer in the ne- 
gatlTe, I will eat kim. To be sure the 
Edinburgh Reviewer, who absolutely seems 
to me to refiew political objects through a 
Scotch pebble, may give you a beggarly 
crusty gentlemen and ladies pf the Funds, 
and like Peter in the Tale of the Tub, swear 



by the sandy beard of his saint, that it is 
roast beef plumb puddingy and good bodied 
porty but I say unto you, tbe proof of the 
pudding is in the eating ; and I should con* 
ceive most of you begin to be pretty much 
of my opinion by this time ! Howe? er, try 
this crust as it is, pray examine it a little, 
bite it, chew it if you please — well ? Aye, 
sure enough it is a crust indeed, and no- 
thing but a crust, and a cursed hard crust 
too ! Gentlefolks, I require no oath, tbe 
mere length of your Tisage, the rising of 
your shoulder blades are in my eyes " con* 
irmations strong as proofs of holy writ." 
Yes, you begin to find in spite of Scotch 
logic, that a crust is neither beef nor port ! 
However, there is no help for that now ; 
besides, as many among you have been al- 
most as clamorous as the Gripum's for the 
causes which have brought you to it, I 
would advise you to chew away with all 
imaginable ^tience, feasting your mind 
now and then with the remembrance of 
that GLORT which shines around every 
one of us as though we had been rubbed 
over with phosphorus. And, after all, 
Solomon, who was almost as wise as any 
of you, expatiates very admirably, if I mis- 
take not, on the excellence of a crust of 
bread, giving it the preference, on some oc- 
casions, to roast pork — no, not roast pork, 
but you can easily refer to the passage 
when you are at leisure for such profttable 
studies. Even if every article of consump- 
tion from homely linsey-woolsey, home- 
made b ready and small beer, to the more 
dainty luxuries of sparkling champaign, 
splendid equipages, jewellery and tokay, 
should instantly return to the prices of 
1792» yet not only the firmer, the fund- 
hnlder, the shop-keeper, but every^ man 
in England, except those servants of the 
crown, great officers, placemen, &c. whose 
salaries and allowances generally keep 
pace, and a pretty smart pace tooj with 
the progressive advance of war prices, 
would at this moment f.nd himself at least 
30 per cent, poorer than in 1792. But 
this, even this is impossible, so long as the 
increased duties on malt, sugar, tea, cau- 
dles, salt, &c. shall be continued. How 
impossible ? — How ! because taxes direct 
and indirect have multiplied upon us as 
grievously as the lice multiplied as a curse 
upon the ill-fated Egyptians; with this 
difference in favour of Pharoah^s people, 
that they were plagued only for a season^ 
whereas, if I err not^ the taxes will plague 
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ut and oar children npto the third and 
Ibarth generation, and later too, if we 
should chance to stumble opon some other 
glorious war, either against those rebellions 
Republicans of the new world who had 
the impudence to break with ,ns, merely 
because we insisted on their drinking a lit' 
tie wholesome tea out of English tea-pots^ 
or against some of our dear friends of the 
old world, for the next hundred years. 
What ! a century ? Yes, Sir, a century ; 
and if any of you should be unfortunate 
enough to live till 4ben, though I presume 
yon will not li?e on clover, I mast request 
yoB not to forget to have this letter at 
hand, and get one of your great grand- 
daughters to read it over io you, and if 
yon do not even then feel a twitch, a still 
sneaking pinch from this National Debt, 
which now sits brooding like the night- 
mare upon the body of old EngHuid» you 
may make a bonfire of this volnme, and 
do with me as Elijah did with the prophets 
of Baal. — ^There is one consolation^ and if 
we are wise enough to keep a steady helm 
and dean sail, as the seaman terms it, this 
consolation may roll pn, increasing like a 
snow-ball : I mean, Mr. Cobbett, serious- 
ly, thai if we should continue in a state of 
peace with all our neighbours for the*8hort 
period (^ only one century, and be lucky 
enough to find demands abroad for our ma- 
nufactures, and prudent enough to make 
ceconomy the ofder of the day, the fashion 
of the day, if we can do all thisj then I be- 
lieve we shall be enabled to strike off three 
or lour millions annually, and thus by lit- 
tle iRid little prune down the gigantic 
moBSter of Public Debt which the foul 
fiend of war has engendered on the un- 
resisting body of public credit. And 
though it is not likely that yon or I or 
any of your readers should so far exceed 
the limits prescribed by the Psalmist to 
human life, as to derive, personally^ much 
benefit from the gradual operation of thb 
diminution, still, as Horace says on ano- 
ther occasion, it m»j be brought down to 
a single penny. When thai time comes^ 
Hien 1 hope, nay, / can affirm posUioelyy 
there will be something like a JubQee, not 
a cold, ex-^ffldoy unmeaning Jubilee of 
gas, lamps, sham fights, fiery serpents, and 
tallow candles — but a Jubilbe op the 
HkART— A NATIONAL JUBILEE I 

There exists in almost all societies, a 
kind of reciprocal natural sympathy be- 
tween the various orders of the state, not 



altogether unlike that which subsists in 
the human body, I say in almost all, be* 
cause there have been instances to the con- 
trary ; we have heard of princes who could 
coolly play a jig upon the fiddle whilst 
their dearly beloved subjects were roasting 
alive like lobsters ; and really felt no more 
than if the poor devils had been dandng 
instead of burning! However, without 
multiplying instances, which might be 
easily done, I may venture to say that in 
the comparative pauperism of farmers, 
, land-holders, fund-holders, &c. there are 
some classes who will sympathize very sin* 
cerely and very feelingly^ I mean shop* 
keepers^ inn-keepersy &c.' Alas, Sir, on 
Sunday morning when these honest peo- 
pie, retiring from the bustle of this wicked 
world into the back-parlour, begin quiet- 
ly to pile up their copper Into shilling 
heaps, their silver into poupds, and their 
pound notes by themselves, in order to 
calculate the profits of the week ; aye. Sir, 
it is then^ U is here that you will see the 
strong, the secret, the genuine workings 
and yearnings of this sympathy. What a 
picture for the politician ! what a falling 
off! usque quo Domine! ejaculates Mr. 
Traffic, how long wUl the poor farmer 
continue penny less .♦ his orders for spicesy 
mould amdlesy teoy coffecy lump sugary Sfc* 
no longer cover the leaves of my day* 
book! all is vanished! even (he landrhol-i 
der becomes as arara avis ! let me see^- 
oncy twoy threcy foury — why! Jeremiahy 
two years ago the proceeds of the week 
amounted to more pouNns than the last 
week hath brought in shillings ! ! con* 
found thai war^^I tell thecy Jeremiahy 
if ihmgs do not mendy and thai speedily y 
I must look out for a place — m the Ga- 
zette / — Yesy it must come to thaty Jere* 
mitthy I assure thee. — ^Thls is sympathy — 
I do not say it proceeds exactly from tho 
soul, but it springs from a much stronger 
principley it springs from SELF IKTE-- 
REST d\rect]y through the pocket! Now, 
I would like to know how this heavenly 
sentiment operates upon ministers, and 
principal officers of state, and others in 
authority? I dare say it roust operate 
very poignantiy. Do you think it preys 
upon their consciences very acutely? do 
yon believe it -haunts them by night and 
by day? or that any of them havi really 
wrapped themselves up in sack-cloth 
and cinders yett As to the effects of 
I tills feeling «?<>** ^e lower orders, tbfiy 
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generally appear in vulgar growling and 
grumbling; t4>gether with real or pre- 
tended want of work^ great idleness^ con^ 
sequent demoralization and much beo- 
giby! The fact is, that whoerer ex- 
pects this country to be what it was 
twenty.three years ago, what it was be- 
fore the enomioas accumulation of Public 
Debt, OR WHAT IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN AT THIS DAY, had we re- 
mained at peace, might just as well have 
expected to see green fields and smiling 
Tioeyards on the plains of Sodom, after 
the sulphureous tempest of hail which 
blasted erery green leaf, or that Lot's 
wife would hate displayed the same heart 
and soul, and womanly curiosity, after 
she became a lump of salt, as she pos- 
sessed in so eminent a degree before her 
strange metamorphosis! Now, Sir, I 
hare endeavoured to trace in charac- 
ters OP TRUTH, on the ever-during 
page of your National Register y theprin- 
c^al features of our real situation^ not 
through a gloss darkly : and this I have 
done with a view of inspiring my country- 

^ men with that fortitude, without which 
no man can bear up under the pressure of 
the times. Whether the war was just or 
unjust, is now of little moment to you or 
to me, so far as regards consequences, 
the burden is the satfie. I here repeat, 
that the only way left us, is to reduce the 
expenditure as much as practicable, and 
then to lay on the taxation upon the dif- 
ferent orders of the community according 
to their means. This is the only staff, 
the only stay now left us — the sheet 
ANCHOR 0/ Old England! Even when 
this is done, let no man dream of sleeping 
on a bed of roses — far from it, the whole 
count ryj for many years to come, must 
consider itself merely in a state of con^ 
ml^scencej after an almost miraculous 
escape from an alarming and dangerous 
disorder. We must, therefore, be con- 
tent to li?e quietly and soberly, be satis- 
fied with a mutton chop, and think no 
more of those barons of beef, hams, and 
turkeys, which, in better days, were 

' Wont to smoke upon the board. We 
must learn, at once, to come down ac- 
cordiiii? to our means ; remembering, al- 
ways, howe?er much the opinion of the 
great may militate against the fact, that 
^^ handsome is who handsome does," and 
that eTen a nobleman may venture to • 
walk to Court, without being eternally I 



disgraced ! Every man, in every ranky 
must come down a little — this is an irk- 
some task ; it goes sadly against the grain ; 
but come down a little he must ! From 
the Beggar to the Prince, erery soul must 
feel it his duty to sacrifice some gratifica- 
tion for the good of his country. Tl|e 
Duke and the Lord will, no doubt, claim, 
the foremost place, and be the first to set 
a salutary example! The Landholder 
will ease the Farmer a little, though, at 
the moment of doing it, he himself groans 
under the weight of increased taxation — 
that will be his sacrifice. I am sure the 
ladies of the bed-chamber, maids of ho- 
nour, &c. yielding to the press u|« of the 
times, will readily dispense with e?ery 
thing like fo/ary, in consideration of the 
honour they enjoy. The Farmer, in 
lowering, still more, the price of his pro- 
duce, must come down with it; whilst 
his La4y silently passes from the drawiag 
room into the kitchen, and the young 
Miss Cheatumsy 

Sooo, aiJt by tide, with downcast eyas ami aoba. 
To market take the long forsaken way ; 
The town now all before them, where to sell 
Batter and eggt,— Necessity their guide ! 

and*, pilipg up their carpets, harps, TeWet 
pelisses, tambours, and satin petticoats^ 
make a bonfire of the whole, thus offer- 
ing up the vanities of the last twenty years, 
as an expiatory sacrifice, at the shrine of 
Common Sense, to the frowning manes of 
their repudiated ancestors. The Soldier 
will gladly gi? e up ^^ the bratery of his 
tinkling ornaments.'* The poor man must 
come down a little too, and, giving up 
the useless articles of bread and beer and 
meat, try how potatoes, that favourite 
vegetable of your's, will agree with his 
stomach ! They hafe been reduced to 
this diet in Ireland a great many years al- 
ready : to be sure the lower Irish do look 
rather lank and hungry ; they do not 
shew much corporation ; however, that is 
nothing, nothing at all when people are 
used to it. You remember the story of 
Sir John D, about the clown sewing up 
the mouth of his ferret ; who being repri- 
manded by some person, who foolishly 
imagined it hurt the poor animaly very 
coolly replied, " Odds zooks, Zur, that^ 
" be nothing — why hur likes it — don't you 
^^ zee how hur snubs f^— ees, ees, hur 
^^ likes^itV^ Should a few thousands go 
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off into flaxes, what then? To be sore 
oar great grandfathers will look rather 
strange in the other world, when thej 
find as reduced to potatoes ; and our dear 
grandmothers will turn up the white of 
their eyes at a fine rate when they behold 
all this. After all, potatoes are better, 
than acorns ! I cannot dismiss this topic 
without a few words en pastant on the 
subject of the Propkrtt Tax. To pe- 
ruse half the encomiums that have been 
larished npon this Tax, one would be al- 
most tempted to consider it as the Sum^ 
mum Bonum, as « mighitf Blessing^ 
which, through the medium of a heayen- 
born Minister, Profidence had bestowed 
on this Island, for the comfort and happi- 
ness of the people ! According to others, 
it has been a scourge in the hands of Mi- 
nisters, a sore evil upon the land. With- 
out strictly enquiring into the merits or 
demerits of this Tax, I would only ask 
anj body to shew me what good it has 
done for this country ? This simple Tax, 
mind you, has taken out of our pockets 
more than 200 millions — Where is all 
that money gone to ? what good has it 
donef Up starts Mr. Shallow, with 
eyes sparkling like tinder for the glory of 
GoYernment, and a mouth full of zeal for 
that snug little matter of 751. per Quar- 
ter, Whaty good Sir ? wAy, a vast deal 
of goody exclaims Mr. Shallow :— >tra the 
first placcy has it not prevented 200 mil. 
lions being added to the National Debt f 
Indeed! wonderful! what else, Mr. Shal- 
low ? — Whjf^ Sir.y it has enabled us^ uith 
a few other taxes, to subsidize our dear 
Friends and Allies with that liberal pro^ 
fusion which is so much admired by other 
nations — it has further empozoered us to 
reward merit at home^ Sir^ hem^ Sir^ I 
say at home^ Sir^ though I scorn to speak 
of number one — Ves^ Sir, it has enabled 
usy thanks be to God for it, together 
with other taxes and loans, which a wise 
Government have heaped upon us, to build 
up that proud monument of Public Credit, 
the Glorious National Debt, Sir, 
hich towers above all Debts, oversha- 
dowing the whole kingdom : — it has ena^ 
bled us to replace the heroic, the martial, 
and most Christian Son of St. Louis, him- 
self more than a Saint, Sir, Louis Le Bon, 
Louis Le Desire, upon the most christian 
throne of those most christian Ancestors, 
Sir, who — but I am out of breath, Sir — 



Enough ! enough ! Let me complete your 
panegyric, Mr. Shallow — those most glo- 
rious Ancestors, you would have said, 
had not excess of zeal deprived you of 
breath, who, for ages, most christianly 
kept this Island in war and trouble, — 
those christian Ancestors and relatires 
who most piously assisted those uusancti- 
fied Americans to discard their poor old 
Mother, for merely exercising a little au* 
thority over them — and, to give a finish 
to this christian picture, most religiously 
and christianly played the devil with uf 
whene/er, and wherever, we would let 
them ! And now, Mr. Shallow, I b^ 
you to believe, that your unanswerable 
arguments in favour of this Grand Tax, 
would have completely convinced me, had 
I had any doubt on the subject, that the 
sooner ifHHes a natural death, or is 
knocked in the head by the hand of Par* 
I lament, the better. B. R. 



Use of Spiritous Liquors. 



Mb. Cobbett, — I was mndi pleased 
with the comparative statement in yonn 
last Number of the Wages of Ltbourers 
in America and in England, and''*^ the 
Prices of the principal necessaries of Tife 
in the two countries. I say I was pleased 
with this statement,— because it' tends 
pretty clearly to shew, — that there is 
at least one country in the world in 
which the quantity of human wretched- 
ness cannot be very great. It. also shews 
that the amount of hujnan misery mus) 
be infinitely less in America than in 
** this great and happy country." There 
is, however, one article in the statement 
which I object to; not to its correct- 
ness, but to the wisdom of inserting it. 
The article I allude to is the one which 
states, that an American labourer's wages 
will purchase him in America, at least 
six times the quantity of rum that the 
wages of an English labourer will pur- 
chase here. Now, I Uilnk, I am too 
well acquainted with your correct judg- 
ment on all subjects, to suppose that yon 
can mean seriously to say, that this li a 
very great advantage on the side of the 
American. On the contrary, Mr. Cob. 
bett, is it not quite clear that it would 
[have been infinitely better for mankind 
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if s«ch a thing as Spiritoous Liquors had 
nerer been known ; for, can any one 
doubt but that they haye occasioned the 
commission of great crimes, and ha?e 
been the cause of great misery ? In my 



opinion, Sir, a wife and beneroleot go- 
Temment would> if possible^ totally pro- 
hibit their use. 
I am, Sir,^ your most obedient serf ant, 
Jan. 15, 1816. A. 8. 



PRICES CURRENT in London; Price$cqf FUNDS in England and 
France; Number of BANKRUPTCIES in Great Britain; and 
COURSE OF EXCHANGE with Foreign Countries^ during the last 

Week. 

... .>t . 

BREAD.— Tbe Qoartera Loaf, weighiag 4lb. 5oz. Qdmmt, varies at from S^d. to lOd. 

WHEAT.— The Wiacbatter Bntbel, or 8 gaHoat (com aaci beer laeaMireX taken on ao averaf e of 
all tUe prioes at Mark Lane Market, 6i. 7d.— The Sack of Floaf, treigluof <8olba. 5ta.Cd. 

MEAT.— The aTerage wholesale pAee per Pound weiffht, at ^Snithfield MaHiet« wh^re the difa and 
offiil are not reckoned at any thiug \m the pricc-Bcef, 7\^ ; Mattoo. Tfd ; Veal, Sfd ; Pork. fi|d. 

I ■ II ■ ■ 1 1 .. ■ I ■■ » . ■ ■ 1 1 I I rt 

WOOLi— Segovia, 4«. 6'!. ; Soria. 4«. 3d.; Seville, fi. 10|d.; Saxony, ttt. Ts. fd. ; Ditto td. 5s. 9d. 
Bohem» Ist. 5*.; Sd. 3s. 3d.; —This wool is washed Mid picked*— Wool /w p a r l ad last v^cek :«» 
From Germany, Nmm.— From France, 15.-*Frem India, iVsnsu-^From Spain, 8«5 cwt. 



BULL10N.~Oold in bars, J, 4 f s. per ounce.— New Dotlaiv, 5i. 3d. per oi^ ^Silver lr<Mfa,« 

N.a These are the prices tiiBanle •( Ei^r'Mui papsr.— In ffoM eein of the Eagliah Mint, an 
onnoe of fold In bars it worths 17i. 10^.— Siandard Silver in bars, in the coin of the Eoglisli 
mm, is worth 5». Sd. an onoce. In the same coin a Spanish Dollar is worth 4s. 6d. 



ENGLISH FUNDS -The price of the Thkbb Per Centum Consolidated Annuities, In Bank Pa- 
per ; shot. 

FRENCH FUNDS.— The price of the Fivb Per Cents, in foU and sUver money ; , 

BANKRUPTCIES.- Number, during the fauit week,pnblished in the London Gaaette,48. 



COURSE OF EXCHANGE. 



LoNDOir. Friday f . 

Amsterdam « • • . . 37 8 B f U 

DittoatSight 37 t 

Amslerdam *. 11 

DittoatSight 11 

Rotterdam II 

Antwerp ii 

Hambargh •• 34 

'AUona 34 

Bremen ,*• 34 

Paris 1 Day's Date f4 

Ilitto 24 

Honrdeanx •'.*.*. . . f4 

Frankfort 4MI die Main 141 

Madrid 36 

Cadii 34} 

Barcelona 34 



10 

7 
11 
1« 
-6 

7 

7 
40 
60 
00 

Ex. Mo. 

effective 

effective 



C.F. 

tU. 

«|U. 



tU. 



LOHOON. 

Bilboa 36 

StSebastian »«• 34 

Comnna • 34 

Gibraltar 3i 

Leghorn 49 

Genoa 46 

Venice • • •'• «5 50 

Maha 48 

Naples 41 

Palermo 115 

Lisbon 59 j 



Friday «. 



per oa. 



Oporto 59 

Rio Janeiro «••.,•••. K4 

Dublin 15 perCeut. 

Cork 15} 
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' dlAVCLl^TiOIk OT TUB BxClMMtl^n^ 

XEtTEa XIV. 

—Fiourishing trade. — Inwme* Tair. — 
Hoioimg Farmers. — Mr. Hnsku9on, 

Luuhu, 7 Feh. 1816. 

Sir,— -AVftU, you have met ! *' The wis- 

4oai of pfurUament" has been resorted to; 

and, now lei vs see what that wisdom will 

, ^ able to accomplish. In the proceediugs 

of thf 6iti i.fist. long and ftowrj hftringiMPS 

' appear on the so^ect of the iftteoded 

MonumenU to commemocate aur glorious 

ecplofts.- Some appear to be for two 

/ anmumeots; some for three; aod some 

for amagni^ciei^t church Into the bargain^ 

or, perhaps, instead of the other two. i^tut^ 

to \iy out two or three mittioos upon these 

thiiiga,(e<mal to a year's revenue of the 

tfoited States of America) appears; to have 

))0enth» iiiuuii9po«s desire of allpresfpt 

B^^ Shwii^ rofjw-lcok, in >tb^ gxM^ 

coai«ieoii43>i^a5 th e/ merits r/Of^:^ ojd 

Imdy i^.^ft||feadneeclle SU^? %i iAfj 

nothingib da in the bringing of the Prus- 

I siaiia and JIaiiovertaB»ftoWaterlo<^3 Had 
she nothing to do in arming tt^e, bands of 
La Vendee against Napoleon ? Had ,sho 
nothing to do in smoothing 4he way t^ 
Paris? Uad she nothing tQ oo in bppgiiig 
forward the million of armed' Germans 
•gainst the two hundred thousand anned 
Frenchmen? fs no colun^n tp pe erected 
to the memory of A^rjexploita? The bold 
talker, Pitt, said (when he proposed tbat 
Hinking fund^ which Mr. SrooNJ^n, at the 
Meeting of the Bath Society, called a 
Apolitical humbug'') that all he desu-ed 
Was, that, at hi^ death^ bis name might be 

, iaacribed on a. great pUUr erected to 
*' pmhdie cr0tHt.** ' Now, pray, Sir, do not 
forget this broad hint. Do.not,,ia yout 
bustle, forget the merits of. t)|e** Great 
Statesman, now no more." The blessings 
of his great system are now pouripg forth 
upon us. Vl(e are feeling them. Aod, 
therefore, it appears to be rather unjust 
pot to erect a Monnmeai of the sort her* 
fpoken of. 



' Theret ^ere.MH^e paN^jbowevei*, o^^ur 
whriy which w^,,injti»0se spee^hesi pj^ 
sed pfer.ii^stl^ce,,anc] aspeciaUy the war 
^h-^^^Mi*^' Yetjhat.war was af 
ir^t f 09fi i\u i i n r t h ' The JM^fHn«9 *^^^ 
tticWaHowe4f that t^ aliair at Washing- 
ton wflji ^ ti^ most brilUmnt dash of the 
wh^ole war..*' Qieaexal liois merited, yott 
know», &• moiHin^ut, and also General 

Pac^enhmmi^^MYt^^fh ^ ^^^^ ™«n* 
tiop tht» part of the war ? This war seema 
to havoib^eo of so little consequence as to^ 
have be^vali^eady wkol^/orgottenj though 
the pgace^has- not been made more thaa 
thiirteen months. As a complete proof ofi 
which'Taeed only- otto i^^^entence from the; 
apeoeh of Mr. Banks, who, in^peaking of 
the feats of the Nuvy s^ce the battle of 
Trafalgar said : ,V Of thfU m^ntorioua 
'^ branch of our servic^^, jt might be sai<),T 
^^ in the language of the great Roman,, Ulfi 
'^ triumphofll nonAsse, hflbiti^rus. Where 
^^ was it to triumph, when there was no. 
^0nm» io,.mcomnter t' ^OJW^ Sir, ,it li 




and the icigates and squadrons of America, 
have alt taken .place tmq^ the battle of 
f rafalgar^ It is perfectly ootoiious, that 
the Nary have yielded, in various instances 
to the ^'bits of bunting'" and, therefore, 
tbat it has made a shift to find out enemies 
since the battle of Trafalgar, Yetdoe% 
this fact appear to be wholly overlooked, 
and, indeed, as I said before^ to bojfbr^o^- 
ten; and America seems to be no more 
thought of t|ian any one o£ th& little isles 
of Sky. Lordpastlereagh did, indeed, just 
name America, incidentally, lie. was ob- 
serving^npon the rapid movements oi tha 
army ; ^nd,4ia^l, that, whew he ai rived at 
I^ri4, ■^iije.^sfiw there a regiment, which 
"had been ai i lie battle, of Thoulouse, 
*f which had afterwards t^een in ^we- 
'< rictf, and, within the sp^oe of liftcen 
" mouths, fcUey were iben, in J^ly ^ast, ;xt 
" the gates, of Fa"«.'' This regiment 



« had 6<?en in America.''. 



What to do 
uotsby «helh*r Aey Wbeeo at Lh,f^, 
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190, 9Lt Fort £H<% at .PlfMiteririL at 

BaHimorey or ct Aetp Oi^feiMf ; tM^ in* 

IIVCO4 cnW^EB OBv ^mIMvV nvip D^Vl^K ivtOTB* 

e4 with the amkbia naiveti 61 tke ei* 
pTaaatoti ar Bia KHrasliipi Jr raall^ woaoar 
mhfj \nt neiitioiied aven t|ia flitfm< of 
America. 

%o naeli, Sir^ ft>r JtfafNiiUbtf # ; but, I 
could not help bdnf ttrudi wit^ tlie tequel 
hi the prooaediiigi afthaila^afeloVe-iiieti- 
t ioned. ^^ Af oww w ^ nO nfGUn^ ^ was the 
iint haad^ as it stoad in the report ; and 
^< Duhnsed dtOe of the CowHfyy^ to be 
■Hyred on by Mr. Western, wai the second ! 
Onbr a few months ago I' pablished mj 
won, or, rather, re-pnblished it, called, 
^ Paper against Gold, and CUmy againtt 
^ Presperiiy."* How curious, that eten 
in the proceedings of parliament, the apt- 
ness of this title shonld so soon liare been 
reeogniced! Mr. Westetti will, L dare saj, 
do as much justice to his subject as anj 
man can ; but, 1 defj him, because 1- defy 
any human powers, to painl the distresses 
of this country in their true light ; I deff 
•nj tongne or any pen to do them justice, 
or to de8crB>e, eren by partial instances, 
the distress, the misery, the distracted 
state of mind of a very iaige portion of the 
community* 

l%ia brings me back io the first day*s 
proceedings^ the ivport of whieh I shall 
publish entire, as I find it in the Morning 
Chronicle Mwy% the best reporter), be* 
cause diis £iy's proceedings open upon ns 
with a new era in onr domestic aCairt. 
The hnmble tone of that day, on the part 
of you and your coHcagues, was something 
new. You would fain hare followed in 
tite strain of Sir Thonms Ackland, the 
morer of the address, iNit you ^fhit that it 
was not the strain that took with the henrb 
ers. You. howerer^ Sir, did make one 
bold asseroon, if the reporter be correct 
You said^ that the cost of the war had been 
greaL bnt^ that the Englishman, who, if he 
had nis choice, would not prefer onr pre- 
sent augmentation of g'anr, accompanied 
with its cost, to the state or 1702, must be 
a base wretch. Now^ Sir, t certainly do 
most deeply lament that we went to war 
in 17M against the French, and in 1819 
against the Americans. If we take all the 
events, and the results, of both wars into 
tiew, I do not think that we gained one 
particle in point of glory. As to our nins 
in point of character for goodfuahp. do 
not presume to judge of that. But, on the 



other hand, I know well what onr pecu- 
niary losses are. 1 knew, that, befbre the 
war, our taies amounted to no mora than 
IS millions a year, and that they now 
amoont to mora than 70. 1 knew, tlnrt 
60 millions a year are looked upon as ne* 
cessary to the peace establishment, 44 mil- 
lions of which are wanted for the national 
debt. 1 know that, beliore the war, the 3 
per ceot funds were at 0(1, and that now 
they are only at 60, though wheat wds as 
dear ai that time, or, ? ery nearly as dear, 
as it is now. I know, that the paufiers 
cost before the war, little more than tvp 
millions a year; that, in 1805, ther cost 
more than Jive millions a year; and that, 
at this time, though the food for them is 
not but rery little dearer than it was be- 
fbre the war, they must cost eight millions 
a year, if not more. I know all these 
things, Sir, and, knowing them, I do not 
think myself a base wretch, merely because 
I do not prefer our present state io tiie 
state of 1792, when all was peace, confi« 
dence, prosperity and happiness. So yon 
see, ^r, that, upon this as well as other 
points, men may differ in opinion. Yon 
think our present state better than that of 
1799; I do not. 

During the Debate before us the dfr- 
irttses oftht eoufUrtf formed the chief to- 
pic No one spoke, it appears, rery plain- 
ly ; some Mble efibrts were made to rally 
the spirit of the House round th^ standard 
ofglo/y, but the feeling kept constantly 
hmning towards the silbject of dtstren. 
Your noble colleague, on tiie whole of 
whose speech I cannot remark here, seem- 
ed to imagine, that the distresses of the 
country had been exuggeratcd. By whofm f 
Not a pen, except mhie, has mored on the 
subject of those dlstrseses. I, indeed, hare 
made some feeble attempts to paint them ; 
but, it has appeared to be the chief object 
with the rest of the press to disguise them^, 
or, at least to palliate their natnre. It wis 
easy to see, that these distresses would 
come in j^ate. It was easy to see, that we 
could not live and carry on commerce in 
peace, and, at the same time, pay 44 mil- 
lions a year on account of the debt of the 
nation. -It was easy to see, that the pa* 
par-money must, in peace, soon depreciate 
tn a mere nothing in ralue ; or, that wheat 
must come; down to fire or six shillings a 
bushel. It was easy to see that it would 
be impossible. In peace, to keep up a par 
' of exchange and to hare com po dear as to 
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fMMt people, to pey 60 nilHeiis 0f liirat* 
it wM eeej t# loreaee^ that, whea we cmme 
lo settle down io peace, either the interest 
of the I>Rbt, or great part of it^ nuist, im a 
few rears, go aapaid, er, that the iarsler 
aad laiifllo^ must lose aM their propettf , 
onieas the papar-moaey was kept ia a de- 
preciated stale^ 'which coeld not be consii^ 
tent with the oommercial interest. It was 
easy to. foresee, in short, that one part or 
aftotlier of the eonmuiity most be redocMl 
to the ?ery reige of utter rain by the efiecti 
of the war, felt ia peace. Bat, SUr, Chough 
ay this oHist have beea foreseen by thoa« 
saodb of persons^ not one single writer, or 
speaker, J^reiold any sock tbiag, eacept 
nyself ; and, it Is very well known what 
Ojiecratloni were heaped opon me for so 
doing. Aad 1 most confess, that I dolSsei 
great gratification to see my laagnage now 
begimtog to be held by those, who have so 
long been abasing roe for tho use of that 
ipery kngnage. 

One gentlemen is reported to hsTO said, 
thai^ Qviese great and subetanttal rednc- 
tlons of expenditare took (riace, he was 
t^iM that pariianient *iast, at last, br^uk 
firiih uHk the public eredii^r: another, 
that the fond^holder was now receivii^, 
ia reality^ ehmj^ie ike interest of the mone^ 
ikia he had lent, and that something shooUJ 
be done to equalise the Imrthns of the 
Jknd^older andihelmut'hoiden another^ 
that mill Oftll cof^sten in all money af* 
fsiraaferspreadtheconittry. Itwasebeer* 
ing to me to hear tihis, because, in time, 
one gets tired of standing quite alone. 
Bat, stiHy nrast. of Hm gentlemen seemed 
to be of opinion, thdt the distress wa»f«afw 
potmsy. It may bo so; hot, I can assniw 
theii, that it can be rendered tempbrai^ 
•ttly hy the isknfng of great additional 
q annt l ties of paper-rooney^ . I can assure 
them, and it. is not being very presunp* 
taons now to expecC, that tley wiliatteatf 
a little to wliat I say, that this is the only 
way of renderiilg the distress of ^hort da» 
ratton, and, indeed;, the only Way of pre* 
renting its ^ing much gveater and MHira 
getieral than it now Is, Mr. Lockirt, In 
the Tuesday's debate, being perfeotly right 
when be «aid that the! distress was only 
just begun. Yet, fkr be it frsrm me to wish 
to see such issues of paper-money. Tire 
distress nnist eom*, in one shiipe or ano- 
ther; tliere mnst, I am eonrkioed, hk 
fittot suWktng in this natkm ; and, I agree 
With Mr. ManttTOT, that snch suffertng 



is wholesome^ Iho^gh^ ^Hitps, we aiay 
pot havetke same notion reapecAing what 
h jjH^lfiicdd hesdth. 

As to the eemse of the distress there 
does not appear to hare been any one, 
who rentorodmuch upon that gr«nnd, ex* 
cept your MbfeooUeagoe,^ late from tke 
f^untry of ^lionls le D)^r^; and eiien ha 
se^^s to fui^^ tho^ki Jhe grovaid very 
^nder. l^Jiat he. is reported to hare said^ 
hoiweter^ is tiiis: .^^ that esiery man of any 
^' knowledge must kiM»w, that the tremt^ 
^"^ Jerrmg of Unrge mmsses of cepikdjhnm 
^^ the f^Mire efwMt to those of peace mnst 
^^ necessariiy create temporary ineonra- 
^^ nienoe and distress." Now, for my part, 
at the kii8ard,of being set down for a per* 
son of no knowledge, I will frankly de« 
ckire that so tar from my hating antici- 
pated any distness Icom this cause, I do 
not understand what his lordship oonid 
mean. Nay^ it appears to me, that^ if 
great masses of capital had been transfer- 
red to the affairs of peacefrom those of 
war, we ahonid lui?e seen new enclosnrea 
taking .place in imcreaeed number^ and the 
remts and price of lands rise. Just the 
eontnary of this is notorionaly the fact* 
i could easily see, indeed, that the disti^sS 
arose out of that dimino^ion of .«lhe paper* 
money, which was iveMlesed noeesstry in 
order Oe get exchanges Yoipar/ iii time tft 
peace; or, ,in otiier kortis, tftat the was 
had by creating an immense ]>ebt, render- 
ed distress inseparable from peace. But, 
this was a riew of the matter, wliidi no 
one, as yet, besides myself, has thoo|ht 
proper pobtidy to take. 
. Hbwerer, amidst all this gloom, we are 
bidden to be gay upon the snbjeOt of our 
Manufiictures, Commeroe, and Rerenne^ 
the state of #inchlMtk the speech of the 
Regent and that of your noble colleague 
tell us is very'Jtowrishing. As to the 
cause of the increase, for this one year, 
in ttie amount of Manufectures exported, 
Mtt. BAKiirsr hes^ in the second day's 
debate,^ fdlly accounted for that in the 
singular-^drcuasstknoe erf a t)r^e supply 
tef America, wiich^ of course, will not 
occur ogatHy and whith supply, being 
^eHlttps^ in gf^t pai^ on itiere spemlO' 
iion^ wiH only serre to fill ^he Treasury 
of the Republic at the espenc^ of £ngHth 
adrentMeiv. This agrees exactty ^i^h 
theacdnints that I ha^^ Ham ^t conn- 
tsy, and^ I am fally^pnit«na«e*, that you 
wmsolmfiitdittob»%\«iitootra%. ^ 
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to Coimnerce, Mr. Baring ssld, and I 
every nierchant and shop-keqier knows, 
that, whether external or internal, it neyer . 
ti'as In 'SO distressed a state in the meniory 
of the oldest man lining. Indeed, Sir, ' 
how is it possible to be otherwise, when 
the stocks in trado were laid in, for the | 
roost part, when wheat was-15«. or Ws. a 
bashel, and are to be sok) out with wh^at 
9t '6s. a bushel. It is useless to seek 
for paiticolar facts as to trade and com- 
merce. The eternal principles of trade 
tell os^ thai, under such a change i I must 
suffer equally with agricoKure, and that, 
from the same cause, manufactures must 
suffer in the «ame degree. But, Sir, f here 
was on(^ branch of exportsy which your 
noble colleague appears to hare thought 
unworthy of notice : I mean the self-ex- 
portation of persons : the rick •to the 
Contiiipnt of Europe, in search of cheap 
li?iog iind low taxos ; and use/kl to the 
Republic in search of high wages and 
other things which I need not here de- 
scribe. Yet, this wa« an important item 
ki a xjuestion of national prosperity. Tbo 
Customs^ it was acknowledged, had fallen 
off a little and also the war taxes a little ; 
but, that the Exise had increased. Mr. 
Baring remarked on the wonderful cir- 
cumstance, and expressed his happiness 
by anticipation, if it should prove to be 
trtse. It roay^ howetier, all be ▼ej*y true, 
and yet afford no ground for rejoicing ; 
for, it is well known, that the receipts 
by government in the quarter ending the 
5th of January 1816, correspond, not with 
the collections made, or duties become due^ 
in that quarter, but in quarters previous, 
before the grand 'cause of distress began 
to operate. However, we have the state- 
ment now upon record, and a short time 
will put its correctness to the test ; or, 
at least, the soundness of the inference 
grounded upon it. The receipts of next 
July will tell us, whether, in January, 
our revenue was in " ajiourishing state." 
That the Income^ or Property^ Tax is 
intended to be continued at 5 per centum 
is really a matter of surpr^fee with me, who 
always thought, that it would be continued 
at 10 per centum. And I now thinky thut, 
unless the petitioners pray for some reduc* 
tion of ex/tetttUture ; some large and spe* 
cific reduction, at the same time, that they 
petition against the Income Tax, they wiU 
act a vtery inconsistent party to say the 
least of thek condoct^ to describe their 



conduct in the mildest terms. When they 
met the last time to petition against the 
Continuation of this Tax, we were at war 
with America, yet the petitioners would no 
where agree to say a word against that 
war. They approved of your continuing 
that unfortunate war, but not of your 
calling upon them to continoe paying for 
war ! At our meeting in Hampshire, 
where the petition was brought forward 
and supported by Ijord Nqrthask, Sir 
Wm. Hbathcote, Mr. Portal, and other 
great landholders^ I prof>osed an amend- 
ment, which was seconded by Mr. Hunt 
of that county, and, in which amendment 
we prayed for the reduction of the army 
and other branches of expenditure to the 
standard of the last p^ce, urging, as a 
ground for this amendment, that it was 
mere cavilling, mere factiousness, to cry- 
out against the Income Tax, and to call it 
a ** highwMiifmah*s taxy" as Mr. Portal 
had done, unless we accompanied our 
prayer for its repeal with some prayer for 
such a reduction of expenditure as would 
enable the Ministry to pay their way 
without that tax. This proposttiou, thoufft 
urged with great force of eloquence and 
with the most condusif e reasoning by Mr. 
Hunt, was -finally rejected , b J the Meet- 
ing, though I cannot help thinking, that 
the noble Karl then present (and for whon 
I always shall, I am sure; enteriaiu greut 
Fespect), as well as the other . persons, 
who voted against us, will now have the 
justice to call to mind, that I, so long ago 
as the day of that Meeting, assured then, 
that /Aejr must always continue to pay ike 
income tax ; or, that Leans must be mcuU 
in time of peace to help pay the interest of 
the Debt; or, that a deduction must be 
made from the interest then received by the 
Fund'hoider. I appeal to my I^rd North, 
esk, toSirWilham Heathcote,to Sir Charles 
Mill, to Mr. Portal, Mr. Poulter, And to 
every gentleman then present for the cor- 
rectness of this statement* They •. have 
fioie found my opinion right ; they novr 
must see that one of the three must take 
place; and, I do think it in the highest 
degree inconsistent to petition against the 
vontinuaiioe of the tax, unless we are 
prepared to call for peace loansy or for a 
pmrtial sponge. 

While, therefore, I cordially agree with 
Mr. Brougham, as erery man must, in his 
description, on the first. day of the session, 
of the nature and operation of this tax ; 
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while I admire his eloquence and esped- 
ally his boldness upon that occasion, and 
look upon the latter as a symptom that he 
has no desire to become a Lord CbanceU 
lor or an Attorney General, I most still 
say, that I do not see the use of such de- 
scriptions, howefer jast, unless the de- 
acriber be prepared to show, that, by 
specific reductions of expenditure, which 
he proposes, the Ministers will be able to 
square their accounts without this tax. 
The uneasiness that the people feel under 
this tax; the weight of payment ; the di- 
rect interference which it gires the taxga- 
therer in their concerns ; the personal 
attendance on taxing-men that it deman^ds 
in case of ap(ieal. AU these, and many 
other things that might be named, makes 
it very popular to speak against it. ^ But, 
it ner^er should be spoken against unac- 
companied by the obserfation, that it has 
been the purchase money of that prodi- 
gious stock oi glory ^ which the nation has 
acquired ; tliat, without this tax Napoleon 
would not now be at St. Helena and the 
great Duke at Paris; that, without this 
tax ** the cause of legitimacy," so highly 
prized by John Bull, would not have pre- 
vailed ; that the Bourbons would still 
H^TB been in exile; that his Holiness, the 
Pope^ #ould still ha?e- been out of his pre- 
decessor, St Peter's, Chair; that the 
Jesuits would still ha?e been kicked about 
like dogs ; that the Holy Walls of the 
Convents would for. ever have lamented 
the loss oftheiriiood cheer; that the pious 
Ferdinand would hafe remained absent 
from his country ; that the Inquisition 
would have continued exploded ; that the 
Protestants of France would, to this day, 
and, (terhaps, for ever, have been com- 
pelled to live under the laws of the Bona,- 
parte^s ; that Goveruor Strong and the 
Cossack Priests of new England would 
never have had occasions for jubilee pro- 
cessions ; and, though last not least, that 
the burning of " the proud capitol of 
Washington " would never, perhaps, have 
given the Morning Chronicle an opportu- 
nity of recording '* the most brilliant 
dash' of the whole war." 

The Income Tar is. iated by every 
bod/, except those who live on the taxes. 
Therefore the opposition to it is popular ; 
but, if the Fund-holder were told, that 
his interest cannot be paid in full, witli out 
the collection of (his tax ; and, if the far- 
mer were told, that the Fund-holders will 



pay the sum in this tax, which you caniioC 
get from them in ajny other way, I think,, 
that the, opposition to it wo\^ld not be 
quite ^0 popular. Howevf^r, let the 
:grumbl^g go on. It is of littl * conse** 
quence ; for what is not paid in InCom.e 
Tax will be paid in some other tax , or the 
dividends will go unpaid. . 

The hoveling of the farmers makes a 
great noise ; and, £ see, that, io the new 
vocabulary^ they ate called agriculiurtsls^ 
This is one of the fine words, which have 
risen up with the Cattle show gentry, 
though I would stake my life that, take 
the hundred first farmers you meet with,' 
they neither know the meaning of tho 
word nor the pronunciation of it. They 
are a people who always cry out the mo- 
ment they are hurt. They are fully. equal 
to the Fox in cunning; but, they do not 
at all resemble that gallant animal in suf-. 
fering themselves to be torn limb from 
limb, and expiring without even a wince*. 
They do howl most melodiously to be 
sure ; but, it is not without cause. They 
are, as a body, upon the point of ruin, and. 
have been only sustained by the hope,, 
that '^ zummtU would be done *' when par* 
liament should meet. They will now find 
that ^'summut" is to be done in reality. 
They will see that the Income Tax, at 5, 
, per. centum, is io be paid by them la 
peace ; that all their assessed taxes are to 
be continued; an^.that, ^n short, their 
present happy lot is not tobeofamer^ 
transitory nature. They will b^ plunged 
into ^Qspalr ; and though Jacobins may be 
inclined to laugh at them, they are too 
numerous a class to be abandoned to the 
relief afforded f)y .rope and rats' bane.. 
Therefore* it seems to ine,' that some con- 
solation ou^ht to be administered to them.. 
In a che(^ way, of course. In a way con-> 
sistent with princfples of economy. I 
should xecommepd them, to be supplie<} 
with Moore^s AlmanacK \ox the* current 
year, where they woufd gather what th^ 
configuration of the planets *' portend*' for 
them, and imbibe at the same time, some 
very religious and loyal sentiments. But^ 
they tak^ care to supply themselves with 
this useful work, in order to know one 
ii)onth what sort of weather they ^^\\ 
have next month. A small tract, on cheap^ 
paper, containin^a faithful account of the 
sufferings of the people of France, sjucfe tV.* 
restoraSon of the Bourboos, d^^^^Vi^jja\\ 
I thf J^uipipgs^ gutting^ ^^ bouaeKh%U5,v^ii| 
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and shootings, trith a little wood cat at tbe 
head of it represeo^ng the killing of Mar- 
shal Ney : such a work would be of great 
use in soothing and consoling their tninds. 
The p^fincial papers cowiey to them a 
good deal of consoration of this sort; but, 
if done in the' style of Moore*s Almanack, 
and put into the form of a book^ it would 
be a vast deal more eftcacious. They 
would con it oyer during the winle^-^ven- 
itigs, and on Sunday afternoons. A simi- 
lar tract on the subject of oor' atchieye- 
inents In America, such as the affairsr at 
Frenchtown (which merited punishment 
for Its name), at Hampton, M Alexandria 
and' at the Riter Resin, hairing a frontis- 
piece representing the (tames Consuming 
the buildings at Washington, with the 
motto: ^Mhe most hrUliani dash of the 
** T^ftols Kfir^'^ would amuse and pleose, 
and console them for tlieir sufienings* 
Then, as there tiiu^t be clrawiiigi!i otid en- 
graTings of the stupendous monumenta 
ahouttobc erectedjl do not think it would 
be deemed extraiagatitif each of them ^vcre 
to be furuifrhed with a copy. Their wives 
and daughters would be delighted with 
these ^^ pranks^'* as they call all pictures; 
and could hardly grudge a quarter's taies 
on account of them. This would bi^ car- 
rying consolation into every house, aud 
that^ too, at a cheap rat(>. The London- 
ers are amused with the si^ht of Napo- 
leon's coach, his shlrtfi, his to web, hig 
bidet, his hat, ht^ sa^h, his wa^h'haad 
bason^ &c« &c- The Londoner*} saw the 
temple of Tjctory ; and the defeat of the 
Auiencans on the SerpentinP Rirer. The 
Londoners saw the lift* guards, the other 
day, come in from conquering France, 
\f ith the Duke of York at their head, who 
had been lo n^eet them at Btackhi afh. The 
Londonars sea all the fine things; and 
why should not the farmers enjoy a few 
of them } In short, Sir, my notion Is, 
that the press^ which has done so much 
In urging on the war, may now be made 
most efficiently u!;efiil in producing tran- 
quility of mind, under the burdens that 
the war ha* left behind it. 

As to the country gentlemen and nobi- 
lity, not one of whom, with the sole e:i- 
ception of Sir Feascis Dukdett, has &p^ 
fCicdthe uar for more than 1^ years last 
past, they win now, no doubt, cheerfully 
bear all tbe burthens that the war has ei^. 
tailed upon them* It would be to offend 
thera, I an; lure, to suppoie, that they will 



grudge any thing that may be detnanded of 
them for the purposes of faithfully paying 
the public creditor, and of maintaining the 
exalted situation we have attained in tbe 
scale of nations. 

All being thus willing to pay taxes, the 
only difficulty will be for them to obtain 
the means; and* I dare say, |f } ou were to 
apply to that old friendly -society gentle* 
man, Mr. George Rose, he would potyoa 
in the way of contri?ing saving banks for 
the farmers and their landlords as well as 
for labourers, which latter be has, with his 
usual success, already organized. The 
farmers might deposit their tw pences and 
the landlords their shillings, to lie and 
^^ accumulate at compound tnteresf," to 
form a purse for them ^^ in case of sick- 
^^ ness, or of old age." I am sore they 
haTe upheld George for a great many 
years: I do not know why he should not 
now come to their assistance. Besides, 
George has written pamphlets, the object 
of which was to confince this ^^ thinking" 
people, that it was absolutely necessary, 
not only to their temporal, but to their 
etetnalj safety, that they should give their 
money to carry on war against the Repub- 
licans of France and Napoleon, lie Is, 
therefore, bound, I think, to CQ^me to our 
aia and consolation in this moment^ when 
the triumph of his cause hus actually 
plunged us into distress. 

'f he public are disappointed, and I more 
than any body else, that Mr. Huskisson 
has not given us his opinion of the state 
of things. I should like to have him on 
the'opposite side of my table, at this mo- 
ment, and to ask him this plain question : 
Do you think, that 40 millions a year can 
he collected, during the three next years 
(this included), if wheat continue at 6$. a 
bushel? I should like to put this one 
question to him ; and if he answered in 
the . negative, as, 1 think, he Hoold, I 
should then ask him how he would go to 
work to raise the price of wheat ? And^ 
if he said, that he had no means of doing 
this, I should ask him how he meant to 
carry on the concern ? He would, I be- 
lieve, conff ss^ between him and me, that 
such, exertions, as this nation has. beeii 
making, most in the end, produce feeblem, 
ness ; and, I thinks that he wofild further 
confass, that, out of this feebleness, would 

Srow, or Im very likely to grciw, grater 
noger ffons wiUioat than We have ev^pr 
known tt any period of the Htt wars* 
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As to the iatendcd dUcussion od the 
diitr€i$^MaU ^the caumiryy it U iiipo»- 
sihte for mk9 to know wh(U it will prodiice; 
hot. there can crrtaiiily be oo benefit at- 
tending a mere display of those distresses. 
They are known aod felt in every family, 
wliich does not live upon the taxes, it 
caBnotf.thenefai'e, be of any nse more to 
paittt them in speeches m parliament. And 
l^'t^^^ me ieafe to say, that I do not 
believe, that soch discassions can lead to 
aay practical result of any real utility, un- 
less there be some aMasnre proposed for 
tihing off at least 90 milUoiis of the taxes 
BOW pakL Mr. Cokg^ on the first day of 
tlie session, complained, that the fiasoMirs 
bail no market for their grain. This was 
a «Hstake to be sure ; for they can always 
••II U tofiQmetkmg. They have always 
A markets but, it is high prke that tiiey 
vaat ; and, I defy^ aaty hnauui power to 
give them this, without augmenting the 
quaality of the paper-uioDey. Whea the 
low price wae ioaputed to the importatiom 
Jr^m mbnnidj the remedy was easy, sup- 
peetDg the ia^>orta4iens to have bjeen the 
teal cause aud the o»ly cause. The re- 
mady was applied, but it was soou found 
to be useless, because the far greater part 
of ibe cau^ of low price did not copsi^ 
in ilw iopocbtions. The cause that tuA'^ 
ep aia ti s is a very different one indeed: 
It is general and powerful, and must 
be durable, unless removed by new i^ 
enee of paper. It is strange that Mr. 
CoKB should not see this cause; and, 
if 1m does see it, that he should content 
bleuelf with merely talking of the evU. 
If Mu Western does not do more than 
thi»9 he may as well do nothing at all; 
for, as to a mere display of iht distresses 
of the country, it will be perfiectly useleta. 
Great, however, are the e^pecUitiom from 
the reeuU of that day's proceedings. The 
larttiert thlak that aiMumuf ia yet to be 
dome for theos, and so do the shop4(eepers. 
i sheuld^iot like to have excited such ei^ 
peetatioBS, unless I were resolved to lay 
all ^ere, and to propose, in the most dis- 
tinct terms, a retum, through thick ami 
tMn, to the empenoes of 170^ when wheat 
WB8 nearly as deer as it Is at this houry 
aerf, perhaps, as it ever will be again. Mr. 
IVasctBir amy be asiured, that mbbUug 
will do no good. It must be a MTe, and a 
bile» teo» that will make the teetii meet, 
amd erea take oat the piece. Itmnstbe, 
mot «M laaf of a w^U*teoi 9gnUiy but 



the unrelenting grfp of a bull-dog. This 
is too harsh, you will say. Well, then, 
the thing may as well remain as it is; 
for we are past all help from barking and 
snappii^. 

Wm. Cofbett. 

REGENTS SPEECH, 
A5»p CoiRSQir's DttAtB OB MS IST tWb. 

idi6. 

** Afjr Lordsy and Oenttemeny 

^^ We are commanded by his Roykl 
Highness Oe Prince Regent, to express to 
you his deep regret at the contiiluaBce of 
his Majes^'s lamented indisposition. 

*' The Prince R^ent directs us to aCr 
({uafnt yon that he has had the greatest sa- 
tisfactlon in calling you together, under 
circumstances which enable him to an- 
nounce to you the restoration of Peace 
throughout Europe. 

^^ The splendid and decisive Successes 
obtained by his Mttesty's arms, and those 
of his AIliee>had led, at an early period ef * 
the campaigjD^ to the rereitablishment of 
the authority of his Most Christian Ma* 
jesty ia the capital of his dominions ; and 
It has been since that time his Royal fflgh* 
ness*t most earnest endeavour to promote 
such anmngements as appeared to him best 
calculated to provide for Oh lasting re* 
pose and securHjr of EurepeJ 

^ la the a^jBStment of ihese arrange* 
meats it was nataral to expect tliat many 
diScnJties woula occur; hut the Prince 
Regent trusts it will be found that, by mo* 
deration and firmness, they have been ef* 
fectually surmounted. 
. *< To the intimate union which has hap- 
pily subsisted between (he Allied Powers, 
the nations of the Continent have twice 
owed their deliverance. Uts Royal High* 
ness has no doubt that yon will be sensible 
of the great importance of maintaining In 
its full force that alliance, from which so 
many advantages have already been de* 
rived, and which affords the best prospect 
of the continuance of peace. 

<^ The Prince Regent has directed co^ 
pies of the severed treaHes and conventions 
which have been concluded to be laid be* 
fore you. 

^^ The extraordinary situation in whieh 
the powers of Europe have been placed, 
from the drcumstanoes which have attend* 
ed the French Sevolutien. and more espe* 
daMj ia conWLuenct of the orents of last 
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year, 1ms iududed the Allies to adopt pre- 
cautiofiary meas^ures, which they consider 
as indispensably jrecessiry for the general 
security. ' . 

*' As his^Royal Highness has concurred 
in the^e mpk'Oir^^s, from a full conriction 
of their justice and sound policy, he relies 
confidently on your co-operation in such 
proceedings as^ipay be necessai:jL^for car/y- 
ing (hem into effect. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons^ 
— The Prince llcgeht lias directed the Es- 
timates for the present year to be laid be- 
^ fore yon. 

•^ His Royal Highness is happy to in- 
form you, that the Manufactures, Cpm- 
mercie, and Revenue of th^ United King- 
dom are in a flourishing condition. 

" The great exertions which you ena- 
bled him to make in the course of the last 
year, aflforded the means of bringing the 
contest in which we >*'ere engaged to so 
glorious and speedy a termination. 

^* The Prince Regent laments the heavy 
pressure upon the country which such ei- 
ertions could not fail to produce ; and his 
Koyal Highness has commanded us to as- 
sure you, that you may rely on every dis* 
position on his part, to concur in such 
measures of economy, as may be found 
consistent with the securKy of the coun- 
try, and with that station which we occu- 
py in Europe,. 

" My Lords^ and Gentlemen, — The Ne- 
gociations which the Prince Regent an- 
tiounced to you, at the end of the last Ses- 
sion of Parliament, as being in progress, 
with a view to a Commercial Arrangement 
between this Country and the United 
States of America, have been brouglit to a 
satisfactory issue. His Royal Highness 
has given orders, that a copy of the Treaty 
which has been concluded shall be laid 
before you ; and he confidently trusts, 
that the stipulations of it will prove ad- 
Tantageous to the interests of both coun- 
tries, and cement the good understanding 
which so happily subsists between them. 

** The Prince Regent has commanded 
us to inform you, that the hostilities in 
which we have been involved in the Island 
of Ceylon^ and on the Contiiient of Indb^ 
have been attended with decisive success. 
** Those in Ceyk>i' have terminated in 
an arrangement ^ghly honourable to the 
British character^ atad which cannot fail to 
aogment the sectrrity and fnternai prospt* 
rity of that tahtidble Ifossession. " , 



\ 



" The operations in Tiidia hare led to an 
Armistice, which gives reason to hope that 
a Peace may have been coiitloded on terms 
advantageous to our interests in that part 
of the world. 

" At the close of a cort!«i?t s* ejdensiTe 
and momentous as that in which we have 
been so long" engaged in Europe, and 
which has etalted th^ cha meter and mili* 
tary renown of the British nation beyond 
all former example, the Prince Regent 
cannot but f)>el, that under Providence he 
IS indebted for the success which has at- 
tended his exertions, to the wisdom and 
firmness of Parliament, and to the perso. 
verance and public spirit of his Majesty's 
people. ' 

" U win be the Prince Regent*s con- 
stant endeavour (o maintain, by the justice 
and moderation of his oodduct, the hfgK 
charaieffr which this country has tcqulf^ 
amongst the nations 6f the world : and liit 
Royal Highness htls directed us to.ex press 
his sincere and ^aiti^t hope, that the s^me 
union amongst onra^ives, whtch has en- 
abled tis to surmotmt so Many dattgers, 
^nd has brought tills eveiitM struggle te 
so auspicious an* isfilo^ may noW animale 
us in peace, and indnceus cofdially toco^ 
operate hi all those meastires which may 
-best manifest our gratitude for the Dif ine 
protection, and most effeetually promote 
the prosperity and happvness of our eeufi* 
-tiy." 

• Sir Thomas A cjc-ANift, after some preii*- 
miliary observations of an apologetic nal 
ture, said he thoirght be might safely state^ 
that for dye and twenty years the House 
had not heard a $^eech from the Throie 
that gave them such satisfaction as theon^ 
Which had just been read, and whidi gave 
them an assurance of 'peace throughout 
Europe, indeed he might almost say 
throughout the whole cIvSiced worM. He 
regretted that his Royal H4ghtu>ss had 
been prevented from making his epp^r- 
ance ita Parliament, and giving' himself 
that assurance and receiving those congra- 
tulations, to which, from the proud attua« 
tion of the country, he was so jestly etfti- 
tied. [H^ar, hear !]— The^nnd of Fence 
.wfe^ one of which imd (eng lieeii nearly &• 
stranger to otir ears, and if wten Hred^ 
coments should be laid bef^^re tlie Ifonse, 
disclosing the partieulirs ef the^irrtiftge'- 
ments, it shotHdftppetrthat3lhe^arra<ige* 
ments w«r^ of a nature 4o4iild'ttf-oiir ko* 
DOfir ftiid Jialfomd gt^ry^ 1i«lio{ie< tMr 
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address of congratalation which he in- 
tended to submU to the Hoas^ would not 
he fomid too warm for the occasion. The 
Object for wliith the AlHwl Powers had 
been cajtt(»ttt:)tni«r drrHngthe last two years 
Wa^ p^al^, and peace alone. It was In 
this splVH that the Allies first appeared be- 
fore the^ gates of Pans, and demanded a 
renunciation of those principles which for 
moi^ than twenty vears had desolated the 
face of Europe. In that spirit they came 
in the right of conf|uerors to that haughty 
city ; and the otiiy sererity which they in- 
dieted oh the conquered, when they had 
power iti- their hands, -was to remove the 
m%in, who was the author of so many dis- 
asters, ^o the French" themselves, as well 
as to Europt. Tlie situation in which 
that man wa^ then placed had allowed him 
to avail him<elf of the facilities Which it 
afforded him of exciting fresh disturbances, 
and of renewing the military princfples 
which had been put down. The conduct 
of the Allies to France was the fairest that 
could pos^ilbly be — they had met on fair 
and equal terms her who had never in her 
daya of success offered fair and equal 
terms to any of her opponents — they had 
oitly diemanded hack from her the con- 
qu^MI 'which she had made from her 
nefghbours. He was proud that this coun- 
try had taken the lead on that occasion. 
Not only was this lenity observed, but 
When it was necessary soon after to as- 
semble a Congr«>ss to heal the breaches, 
and repair the disorganization occasioned 
by the condact of Fratice, she was in? ited 
k> meet the other Powers, and to assist rn 
repaiHnj; those breaches of which she had 
beeti f he caove ; and the different Sove- 
reigns went to Vienna in ^ood faith, and 
with the intention of enforcing all those 
restorations whldi justice demanded. But 
they had not long sat, when Bonaparte 
bmst again from his retreat, and again 
rekindled the flames which It had already 
cost so much blood to e?[finguish. He 
entered France with a soK af military 
ovation, availing himself of the surprhe 
and apathy of the people. Europe saw 
this return with the Indignation which It 
deserved, and foHowed up that indigna- 
tk>ff with measures of corresponding 
energy. The Allies renewed hostile opera- 
tions — this country joined heartily in the 
eatae— >it felt that if it did not, all the ex- 
intiofis of twenty years would be thrown 
mmf and lost. When the qaestion eani« 



last Session before the House, a Right 
Honourable Geqtlenian (Mr. Grattan wc 
believe^ had advocated the cause o I Eu- 
rope in a <;peech distinguinhed for the 
most brilliant eloqnence,— he had |iut hia 
shoulder to the wheel, — and he rncollecled 
the effect which that speech ihen product 
on the House. The result wa* fnrianalv. 
A* f<tarful anxiety, and almost a gloom had 
prevailed during the preparation^ ; but 
thanks to Almighty (rod the same succesf 
which had ali«ady crowned the jii*t effortt 
of the Allies, was again vouchi^aiV^l to 
them on the plains of Waterloo. — It 
seemed as if it had been the stroagl^' be* 
tween the good and evil principle ; and aa 
if the evil principle had put forth all its 
power in one great effort. He was not 
saying too much, perhaps, when he stated, 
that there was only one man, and tb% 
troops of one nation, which cooid haf« 
stood the shock of that day, in' which aU 
the former achievements of our great cosw 
mander were lurpaased. What wa?* the 
result ? The Rtng of France was a^ain re- 
stored to hift capital, and it afforded again 
the hope of peace to Europe. — Bonaparte, 
as was usual with him in danger, retired 
fhim ft, and abdicated ; and the li<t( op- 
portunity which we had of seeing him 
again was on our own shores, — not as a 
conqueror, but begging admisvion into out 
country, and claiming our protections— 
It was a painful sight, when we considered 
what he then was, and what he might have 
been ; — io see him supplicating admihtioo 
into that very country which he had an 
much reviled. He could not but congra- 
twlate his Majesty's Government on tfie 
course which they had then povsued. The 
enemy was hi their power, and th y had 
treated him with alt the kindn* *<h wMch ' 
he was capable of receiving; hut while 
they treated him with kindness, th^y had 
not neglected the safety and Kecurity of 
Kurope — or allowed the existence of any 
thing which might possibly waken, in the 
fkllen Chief or his assoeietet, (he hope of 
violating the peace of Europe, wWch they 
had already so often disturbed. Such 
was the course of events up to the period 
when they last met ; and the Speech of 
hia Majesty hiformed them of what events 
had since taken place. The terms of the 
Peace had been arranged and « scored, a^d 
8«b6eqvent meaforea hnd been euxetti^ on 
foi* securing the rcpose of B*"/^il"'«!?r 
Ihey wew ilsa Inf*>me6,,tb»i**'''*^ ^""^ 
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dpki of noderatiop «ad firmness, and 
tliose precajati^Bwry mea8iires,forivhich we 
xfere ^^ecu\w\y indebied lor the tucceu 
«f our armi^^ were to be adhered to. 
TJiere were some circuflUtanoesarisiDg out 
of the comiminication, de«erviDg of their 
hoiine and of their congratulatioB. Ua?* 
log a person to deal with desirouB of peficOi 
and whom we had as jet no reatoit to 
f uapect of bad faith-baring aome degree 
of certainty of secoring the object of our 
iwisheii, a spirit *}( moderation and firmne^o 
Ought peculiarly to have guided the con- 
duct of his Mtjesty's Go?ernment and tbe 
Allies — the spirit which we had shewn be- 
fore ought not to have deserted u»> But 
ezperienet^ had shewn us the propriety of 
BOt leaving France io the possession of 
loore power than was consistent with the 
Depose of Kufope^ and of taking snch pre- 
oantions as would enable us to repel aoy 
aggnession« which Franpe might be again 
iodioced to make. We had shewn Europe 
that the cauite of jjostieef for which we had 
iboght, did not desert us in the hour of 
MccesBi We bad ahewo this in depriviog 
the French of the statues and pictures of 
which they had unjustly rifled others. 
The French themselves pHeed them as a 
remainder d^ their trophies, which the 
Allies had not had courage to take away^* 
tkty wer^ taken away now for ever [hear, 
hear!]>^this was due to those from whom 
they had been taken — it was due to the 
French themseives) to prevent them from 
haifing before their eyes a constant temf^ 
tation io disturb the world. We ourselves 
had nothing to get-— we stood there, as 
we had oftea done, the friends of the Fioe 
Arts, and of the weak — [hear, hear !] — 
and it did not appear that of all those 
storeit of art, there was one piece which 
had come into our possession. That we 
might have obtained some of them, if we 
had even hinted a wish, there can be little 
doubt ; but this we had properly disdained 
[hear, hear !] This was Indeed a most 
gratifying circumstance ; and France had 
indeed, to speak io the language of our 
great Commander, jreceived a great moral 
lesson, which would not soon be forgotten^. 
It was scarcely necessary to remind the 
Hou^e, that we had claimed nothing for 
ouri^eUes beyond what we had at tiie 
Treaty of Paris, It was gratifying, after 
all was done, to think that all o«r mea- 
sores were merely for safety, and not tot 
aggrandlaement. WheO) thereforo> I oati 



on the House to concur with me, in an 
Address of Congratnlatioo, I thiak I nay 
say that a more glorious «ca ooTer oc- 
curred in the annals of this country. The 
only period which conU properly admit 
of comparisoot was that proud one to 
which Englishmen were accustomed to 
look back witb exultation^— ^iurl^g the 
reign of Queen Anne. We bad htki fight- 
ing on both ocoasionain the cause of Europe 
— we had' been opposing the same system 
— and we had now a. General who, if he 
did not surpass, was certainly at least 
equal to him who in the former period 
gained such honour to his conotfr* What wo 
had obtained then fell short oi what was 
desired. Yet there was one good omen lor 
us-^ peace of moderalionjiad been fol- 
lowed by a tranquillity of 25 years. Bot* 
ter terms might have been obtained In that 
war some years before^ than those whicli 
were at last obtained; bat no Member 
could point out a period when wo had 
an opportunity of lemoviog tha;t military 
principle against which we eombated be- 
fore the time when the Treaty was signed. 
There was one point more to which he 
would allude. At the peace of Utrecht 
we obtained in the Aasient Contract a mo- 
nopoly of the Slave Trade. It wasihitfdly 
necessary to contrast our conduct at this 
time. Our eaertions for Africa had been 
at length successful, and Ministers had 
obtained a recognition from tbe French 
Ministry of an entire and unquailled abo- 
lition of the Steve Trade. In calling on 
the House to concur in voting an Address 
of warm congratulation, he believed ho 
was speaking the fense of the ^eoontry in 
general. He wished to call tbe particular 
attention of the House to that part of tfao 
Address which mentioned the difieultiea 
and distresses of the country, in conse- 
quence of those struggles which had at 
length been so successful. We oould not 
fairly judge of the difficulties and dls« 
tresses of the country as coonoctod witk 
that cause, except we considered^ at the 
same time, the dangers and difficnltiea 
from which we had been delivered, in cona 
sequence of those struggles. Snppoaing 
matters had turned out otherwlso-^sop^ 
posing victory had been on tbe «ido of 
France-*4hat wo had had an amMurent 
peace and a real war^we should luive 
been In the same distress, only in all pro« 
bability, twenty times worse tban that ire 
are now in. Wo ought to eonsider wiiai 
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would Wte been tlw aHemtthre if we had 
■ade peace, for the benefit of the Rnler of 
France, and not oorseWes. We ought to 
consider with respect to our distreM, that 
unless if had bt^ hicreased by anj mis- 
Conducf on our part -that if it was such 
as could not have been avoided, it was not 
the part of«wise men to complain, because 
the great blessings which they had obtain-- 
ed were accompanied with some evils. 
What other country was in a more envia- 
ble situation ! Was France the object of 
our envy ? or Prusshi and Sasony ? Even 
Austria and Kuitsia were so situated with 
respect to th«-ir finances, that we had reason 
to congratulate ourselves that we were not 
as they were. What was the state of this 
country at the end of the American war? 
Could Ministers then have come down to 
the House and tell then), as had been done 
that day, that the revenue and commerce 
of the country were in a flourishing state ? 
And yet what had been done by an en- 
ngbteped Minister in the short space of 
ten years? Then, like wise men, we 
ought to bear in mind that we should 
soon recover from any temporary distress. 
But If there was cause for no| despairing 
of our situation, and looking at the darker 
sid« iVt the picture, th«rre was, at least, 
cause to look into that situation with the 
utmost attention It was with the House 
and his Majesty's Ministers to recollect 
what exertions the country had made 
during the last twenty -five years; they 
bad borne the pressure in an unexampled 
manner — they had borne it, because they 
believed their duty to their country re- 
quired it, and because they had hopes that 
on the return of peace they would be at 
rest. They had shewn great confidence 
In the measures of those who had conduct- 
ed matters to such a successful result. 
He thocght his Majesty's Ministers would 
admit that they had a claim to all atten- 
tion. He said this without meaning to 
impeach the sincerity of Ministers, and 
beVieving that they would give us all the 
relief In their power consistent with our 
security. This was the feeling of the 
country, and Ministers would not do their 
duty if they did not act in such a manner 
*rhere.were many persons in the country 
an great and serious distress: whether the 
cause was temporary or not, if it admitted 
of a remedy, that remedy ought to be 
adopted. Many persons had been entire- 
ly thrown out oi employment, -from the 



removal of the capital at the dbposal of 
Goremment. Many of those who had 
exerted themselves In the' cause of their 
country, were now labouring under great 
difficulties. 

*' At f a, Afo. loUre inopem et'soccvrre reUctss. 
Hmic hine mc tl^em ferrc tai : aadmtlor iho 
Id ch^is 



The Qpnonrable Gentleman concluded bj 
observing, that he thought he could not 
discharge his duty better to those who 
sent him there, than by calling on iht 
House to congratulate his Royal Highness 
on the state of security in which the coun<* 
try was now standing; and he accordingly 
moved an Address, re-echoing the Speech 
of his Royal Highness. 

Mr. Metuuer rose to second the Ad- 
dress. We were not now called on mere- 
ly to congratulate the Prince Regent on 
A^ gallant conduct of our troops, but to 
congratulate him on the prospect of a last*, 
ing and glorious peace. The Honourable 
Gentleman panegyrised the conduct of the 
Duke of Wellington. By him the genius 
of Napoleon had been defeated — he had 
placed us in a situation which was, per- 
haps, the proudest in our aunais. We had 
^low the reward of our exertions. By our 
example Europe had been recovered, and 
our enemy was indebted for existence to 
that very Britain whom he had so ofien 
reviled. We had witnessed a gratifying 
and signal interposition of Providence; 
but while it was impossible to mistake this 
interposition, we were at the same time 
called on to do justice to the firmness atid 
prudence of the Noble Lord to whom the 
affairs of the country had been entrusted. 
It was a gratifying thought that this coun- 
try had become the rallying point of justice 
and legitimacy. Nor wns it in Euroiie 
alone that the rage of tyranny had been 
oyerthrown; the Kingdom of Candy had 
also been delivered by us from a san- 
guinary tyrant. What Englishman did 
not consider the sacrifices of the country 
amply repaid by the result? But now 
that our dangers were past, Govt riiment 
ought to do all In Its power to relieve 
tlie pressure of the public burdens. Let 
them keep a strict watch over the public 
resources and over their applic*^*^<>n — 
The agriculture of the country would soon 
rise from its present state of depresslon-^a. 
depression which by ^^^ huma^'^'^<^«^- 
stances could h«^^.^^^ P^^T^^^W** ^ut 
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for a short tine on the attention of the 
House, because he felt himself placed in a 
pcculimly dtsacWaytageous situation^. from 
having tn foll'^w the Honourable Baronet 
who riad opened the debate, in a speech 
as rtrnarkable for eloquenee as for mode- 
ration, which had been terminated by an 
Address conceived in a temper equally un- 
assuming. - [Hear !] As to the parts of the 
Address which he had been able to catch 
as it was read, there were more in which 
he should differ from the Honourable Ba- 
ronet ; and if that Honourable Baronet 
had put also into the Address some other 
sentmeu»> which were contained in his 
speech, there would have been no occasion 
for s..m*' of the observations which he 
(M». B.) had to mike. The Honourable 
Baronet had expatiated on the ditliculties 
under which a large proportion of the 
community laboured, but he had inserted 
in the Address no pledge that an inquiry 
should be entered into as to the .causes 
and I he noRsibie remedies of these dis- 
tresses. This was an omission which he 
should pri»pose to fill up, for he thought 
it necessary that on the first day of the 
Session a pledge should be given by the 
Hou<«e, thnt it would institute the neces- 
sary inquiries. Another subject which 
was neither allocked to in the speech of 
the Honourable Baronet, nor in his Ad- 
dress, was one of great importance; While 
the Honourebie Baronet had spoken of 
the energy and zeal displayed mi the late 
war, and the advantage to be derived from 
the downfall of the tyrant, it was sur- 
prising that he should have been satisfied 
so long, to have been kept in the dark as 
to the arrangements and treaties which 
had been concluded in consequence of the 
cessation of hostilities. In this the house 
had to complain of his Majesty's Minis- 
ters, that at a time when measures of such 
vast importance to this conntry and to the 
interests of mankidd had been determined 
on, that Ministers should have so long 
dielayed to communicate them to Parlia- 
ment. This conduct he was at a loss to 
explain ; it seemed to him to be disre- 
spectful both to the people and the Parlia- 
ment, [hear, hear!] The arrangements of 
the Treaties he should not anticipate — 
they would be matter of future debate — 
but when a Treaty including points doubt- 
ful in national law, and arrangements 
which seemed hostile to the constitutional 
law of the country^ they should have 



been in^stigated at the ear)ie»t pos«ibl0 
period.' He should eixphiin himself :-^by 
these arrangements, the countr) was te 
keep up a vast military force, which was 
in contradiction, if pot to the letter, at 
Uast to the spirit and meani/ig of the Bill 
of Rights. These arrangemeuts included 
many difficulties in ^ financial ppiut of 
view ; for if a large foreign military force 
was to be kept up, a large domestic, mili- 
, tary establishment was necessary to sup* 
ply its occasional deficienoes,. and thus 
the ParUaroeut of England wa^ precluded 
from reducing in time of peace the stand* 
iug army to those limits which it deemed 
consistent with economy and conktitu- 
tional security. Thus rouph was sufficient 
to shew, that these foreign engagements 
were of such national and financial im- 
portance, and consequently should not 
have been withheld so Ipng from Parlia- 
ment. But, laying aside all considerations 
of foreign policy^ they might jturn their 
eyes to ijxe lamentable state of embarrass- 
ment and distress in which the inhabitants 
of Great Britain were involved, [hear^ 
hear !] By some persons this was consi- 
dered a state which admitted of no telief ; 
but he did not doubt, by serious appH* 
cation to the subject, by a rigid attention 
to economy in all the large brandies of 
the public ei4>enditure, ,that the taxes 
which were now so oppressive from their 
magnitude and the partiality of their ope- 
ration,, va^t, immediate, and |)ermanent 
relief might be afforded, [hear, hear I] Of 
an inquiry into the causes of the evils 
which all saw and lamented, a pledge 
should be that day given by the House. 
This was the great point in which he 
differed from the Mover of the Addresp, 
who, though he agreed as to the existence 
of the evil, left unconstiCutionally the 
remedy to the pleasure of the MinisterS| 
while he more constitutionally wisheci 
to leave it in the hands of the House 
of Commons, [hear, hear !] Those who 
had suffered most by the present distresses, 
had anxiously looked forward to the 
opening of Parliament for an expression 
of the sentiments of that House,' and the 
opinion of well informed men as to the 
possibility of relief. He should therefore 
call for an expression of a determination 
to inquire into the subject, the effect of 
which in quieting the minds of the suffer- 
ers could hardly be calculated by those 
who bad 9ot witnessed the sufferings. He 
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slibuld iktrefore propose «ti iddidoB to 
the AdHresB by way of Amendmeot to 
which he h#ped mach ohifiction would 
■ot be made. The Aroeadment proposed 
by the Honotifable Meviber was ta this 
efieol— ^^ And aho t6 represent to bis 
Royal HighneflA that it was the diKy of 
hit Mi^e«ty'e Ministers to have adviiied 
bit Royal Highness withthe .least possible 
Maj, N>'baFe convened- ParliaiaeDt for 
the parpose of. cbmmunteating those im^ 
fertaot Treatim^ with the Allies and with 
Frvnoe, whrctt, .after haTing been acted 
«pfin.'forseifenai moirths, are now about to 
be Md before this house, and that the 
length of tb6«lbte prorogaticm was the 
more estraofdtaary At a time when (he 
vaexaapled .damettic embarras^aients as 
well • as the iatportaot foreign relations 
of the country, reqaired an early meeting 
of Parliaaient; and to aasure his Royal 
Higboess thftt tkk House will speedily 
undertake a careAil revlsal of our ciyil and 
ridlitary establisbmaots according to the 
pHnoiples of tbe anoet rigid economy and 
a due r^rd to the public interests ; and 
^so at an early, period take into its most 
seriovs consideratidti the present state of 
the country. 

Lord John Rvssei^l animadrerted on 
the unprecedented delay which had taken 
place in communicating the late Trea** 
ties to Parliament. In most former in- 
stances, Tireaties of Peace had been com- 
BuHieiBtted to both Houses within a month 
after they were concluded, and that of 
1783 had been communicated within a 
few days. Yet, a Treaty by which we 
were to keep up an army unexampled 
in magnitude, and in consequence of 
which, the country was to be burthen- 
ed with a lax most oppressire and uncon- 
stitutional in. its nature, had not been 
brought before Parliament before months 
had elapsed. The contents of the Treaty 
they knew, as it were, by report, but the 
distresses of the country they had all wit- 
nessed. Yet, notwithstanding all this, 
the Noble Lord opposite (Lord Castle- 
reagfa) had not thought proper to meet the 
House till that late period. This^ how- 
erer, would appear less strange to those 
wbo kad read tbe dispatches of the Noble 
Iiord; when they saw in those docu- 
meats, how his Lordship reprimanded 
tome Sorereigns for misconduct, and na- 
tions for roisbebaTiour to their Sorereigns, 
It might be wondered how tbe Noble 



Lord .had condescended, to meet the 
House at all. [A laugh.] It was strange^ 
that in the speeeh which gave them an 
account of the aCftirs of Candy and 
Nepaul, that there was no alttision to the 
cause of the present distresses. — This was 
the more unaccountable, because during 
many years, when it 'was representeil that 
the effect sf such unj^ounded t«xatton 
would be in the end ruinous, the answer 
uniformly giren had been a reference td 
the flourishing state of the country. But 
now, after gUry on glory, and victory on 
victory, all tlis prosperity had Taaished. 
The farmer ould net pay his rent — the 
landlord couki not pay his taxes-rand ' 
from the lowest laboui^r of the land, to 
the Peer who stood next the throne, all 
felt that our prosperity was gone, except, 
indeed, those who were paid out of the 
public purse* The country was not quite 
satisfied with its trophies, and began to 
consider whether the situation which we 
had attained Tas worth all the past ex- 
penditure, and whether the object which 
it was the duty of erery English Miubtet 
to seek had l^n obtained, namely, the 
reduction of France to such a stale, that 
it could never again be formidable to this 
country* — It was to be remarked now, 
that after all oq^ victories, jfrance re- 
mained in the porsesaion of as much ter- 
ritories, as she hal at the time when Wil- 
liam the III. thotght it necessary to unite 
all Europe agaimt her. At homc^ how- 
ever, our conditon was infinitely worse 
— and the county was threatened with a 
perpetual incora* tax. As. to the slave 
trade) which it itemed was now abolished, 
no. one rejoiced at its d^truction more 
than he. But vas the prai»e due to our 
Government? They would remember, 
that in the foraer treaty with France the 
slave trade was not abolished— :and in tbe 
debate on the subject, the Noble Lord 
opposite (Lord Castlereagh) evinced the 
i^reatest tenderiess for the feelings of the 
French on the sul^ject, and sppke of the 
impropriety of forcing moral doctrines 
down men's miuths with the bayonet, fa 
laugh.] Thai, trade was now abolished ; 
How had this jkappened ? Had the bene- 
v.olent Louis sacceeded in persuading his 
royal subjects they were io the wrong ? 
No. A man who was loaded by abuse by 
all parties^nd who ^,o ^'^''^l^tTTlt 
ii allUad abolUbe^ M A^'^^^t'L ^ 
pen, this traffic-i^^ Vl ^^ ''^^ ^^""^ ^^ 
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iHMre made klm a bk tlw mmre mpopnlat. 
H« shoirid be slow, kowehrer, to allow 
either onr Goverament, or Louis, wsf 
praise on this head; they fihd looked 
bifok and had acquiesced-^-bot the good 
was done by their enemy. Aai»ther point 
at which he was attooished it the speech 
of the Honourable merer (SirT. Aciand) 
was the expre s siea of the established faith 
ef the Boorbons! The siagular gpod 
IMth of thei Bourbons! [hetr! hearf]— 
How many eloquent speeches had been 
delirered in that House agtinst the bad 
fldth of thirt very family— It might be 
•aid they had learnt moralty in adrer- 
sity ; but in the very last year the bad 
Mth of fjonis XVI II. in the non-pay- 
ment of Napoleon's pension, was the 
pretext though not the cacse of his fall. 
The Seconder (Mr. filetlnBn) iiad made 
use of an expreeaion still sore unjustifi- 
able — he had said be was |fad thb coon- 
fry had become the raltyiDf point of legi- 
timacy ! Luckily it was bit of late years 
that this country had msuiled that title. 
He had a particular rei»on to rejoice, that 
the same opinion had not {retailed a cen- 
tury ago— his own faantly in that erent 
most have stoiett in4o ob^Hirity, branded 
as traitors and stripped >f all the honours 
with which the crow0«had laden them. 
But to take a wide view^ what would hare 
become of tkefhmily onthe throne— ^our 
gracious Sovereign, inst^ of an imperial 
throne, would hare been the possesaor of 
a petty electoral sovereigity ifiOrmany ; 
instead of Wielding migi<^ armies, and 
holding the balance of Europe, would 
bare been at <he head of i few companies 
of grenadiers in some piltry Germanic 
squabble. Such woohl har^ been the 
ease, if the regtflar suctession to the 
throne had not been distwbed by Act of 
Parliament. The praise If the principle 
of legitimacy, paramouni and irresisti. 
bie, could not fail to be df^nsiVe to the 
ears of the Prince^ as it was to every 
friend to British liberty atd our constitu- 
tion. 

The Cbakcisllok of tie ExcHEQi^Eft 
exprewed ht!> gratificatiofi at the eloquent 
manner in which- the Address had been' 
brought forward, as well alatthemannei' 
in. which it had been reopiteihy bothsid«^ 
of the Housp. It WAS gm^ifying to him 
tfmt tliose who oft^n dHTere^ horn him m 
pelitleal questiona, nowoeneurred^io every 
word of thiw Addr^s^ tmd only proposed, 



as an ameadaMOt, an additioii to if. Ht 
therefore condnded that thay agreed in its 
sentiments, and gave credit to hit Majet* 
ty*N Ministers for innness, and the vigour 
and lucoess ci tkeir measuvea* As to tko 
objections which had been amdo t# the 
conduct of Ministers in not bringing i>o« 
fore Pkrliament at an earlier period tlid 
Trraties which bad bee* oonclnded, bo 
begged Gentleme* to look at the priodpnl 
Treaty, and they wonld Iiad it was coa-^ 
chided on the 90th of November, and tkml 
two months wero allowod lor eachanfing 
the ratifica^oos. The ratficationt wore^ 
therefore, to be exchanged on or Mora 
the 90tk ef January, and abMt that time 
they were actually cxebaMped, wkk the 
exception of soom articles wkiek wwe mH 
yet exchanfed. The great May com^* 
pUdaed of bad iMtn tao days, Iroai wblok 
was to be dedaoted the time tbirt was &#• 
cessary for the eoavayaace of the latliia 
tions to London from Faria, wiikk waa 
the placa whers tfiey waia excbcnged. ▲ 
further dedoctioa was ta ba made for Ihm 
time required for the priatfag of tbe pa« 
pers. These papera would extaad to a 
very oonsiderabla baHc, as they co m p r e*^ 
bended all the diplomatic amngameats of 
Europe, and amoitated to no Hu tlnin 16 
•r 17 Treaties or CSsaventloai. If these 
were all printed and laid beCora the Boose 
within ten days aftar th6 KalMaallont had 
been eaohan^, be did nottblak any oeiw 
sorable delay could be said to have talCen 
place. The next point to wldch their at* 
tention had been drawn by the Honour- 
able Grentleraan (Mr. Brand), waa the in- 
ternal situation of the country — a Sttb^ect 
which had desenred and received macb at-^ 
tention from his Majesty*8 Ministers. How 
successfully some of his Majetty^s Minia«f 
ters had laboured abroad, it was not ne* 
cessary for him to say; [Hear!] but he 
might say, that those who romained at 
home had not betin less busllv amployed. 
For himself he could say, that he had 
aevet sptint a summer of less relaxation or 
more anxiety in hit life, [a laaghl He 
would not attempt to paUiate the distress 
which was felt, nor deny the necessity, of 
inquiry; bat tbe Speech, ii« hisepiaion, 
hekl out all the pledge which the country 
could desire; in recomrneiiding the tit* 
mo%t economy, consistent with pubtie 
safety, and the high situation which we 
occupied in Rurope, and which he hoped 
no one would wish us t^ relinquish. Ifo 
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Mlefed, indeed, that if we could be 
broni^t back to the state we were in be- 
fore the war began, and on one tide were 
placed all the dangers and difficuilie» 
which we had nnd^one, and Ufae ex^ce 
which we had incurred, and on (he other 
the high stirtion which we had attained, 
there was no British heart so base as oot 
to chuse.^^ur present glorious eminence, 
notwkhstancfing all H had cost ds. As to, 
the immediate causes of our presentdistress, 
there would be so many opportthiUies of 
rtcunring to the subj^ect, itmt he should 
but IfghtljT touch it. The Intercom^ be- 
tween this country and the continent had 
been so long Impeded, and such difficul- 
ties thrown in the wi^ of our intercourse, 
that (he prices of the necessaries of lift had 
been mfkcted bj those difficulties, and the 
nemorable scarclff of 1801 had struck 
such terror, that for many yeai? we felt 
an apprehension of its recurrence. In 
consequence, the prices rose here to a 
height never known befbre, and a rast ca- 
pital was turned to agHcultural purposes 
on account of' the encouragement then 
glTen. Whea our intercourse with the 
continent was renewed, the ralne of the 
agricultural produce, which the exertions 
which had been made and the capital em- 
plciyed^ad raiied, was reduced to a leret 
writfa the foreigir markets. The large sums 
also which hadbeen ndsed in loans during 
the last tiiree years, must have bad an 
efiVset. Themnennt of the sum thus bor- 
rowed within that time was 149 millions, 
of which 42 mitUons were liquidated by 
the Sinking Fund, so that an addition was 
made to the funded debt of 100 millions. 
Such a sum, withdrawn from the capital of 
the country, must have produced a de* 
rangement in the ordinary transactions of 
Kfe which must hare been felt. As to the 
reme^Bes to be applied, undoubtedly eco- 
nomy would hold the fint place; [hear, 
bear!] ind he could assert that he had 
paid tne utmost attention to that subject, 
and when the estimates were brought for- 
ward he hoped they would not be con- 
slenned in the gross, and that Gentlemen 
would luTestigate the items [hear, hear!} 
in All the branches of expenditure, so that 
it might be seen what were absolutely 
BOceisary to the Interests of the country, 
and what could be dispensed with. He 
concluded by expressing his opinion that 
the Address was sufficiently explicit. 
Mr. Broxtguam. said, he Bhontd.€OBcar 



in the opinion which had been expressed 
as to the moderate spTrit of the Mover and 
the Address, and g^ng <ill crettt' for 
talents both to the Hbnourable Baronet 
and Seconder; he should at the tame time 
take that, as it was the first, opportunity 
of protesting against being held to enter- 
tain any opinion as to the principles which 
had been uttered by them. He had agreed 
to the Address because it pledged him to 
nothing. The speech recommended amr 
iiiquiry into the momentous subjects which 
had been brought that evening befbre their 
consideration, and hi the ement of their 
approting the conduct of the GoYemment 
tiiey were to express their approbation— 
this was M that those Members thooghrt 
themseWes bound to by the Address, iiHio 
had only mored' anr addition to it. But 
there was one point in the Sjpeech at 
which he had been surprised, which was 
the illusion to (he prosperous state of the 
country in ite arf9, commerce, ftc. An 
exception was made by the Right HiDnoun* 
able Crentleman as to a considerable class of 
the community. A rery considerable class, 
indeed, it was — no less than the whole 
landed interest of Great Britain, whose 
distresses were unabated, notwithstanding 
our unparalleledTictories,and ourtriumphs 
orer all our enemies. As to the other 
subjects (commerce, rerenne, kc.) they 
J did not pledge themselves to any thing^hy 
agreeing to the Address. They merely 
received the assertions on the credit of the 
framers of the Address, who had the best 
means of judging, and who, on the subject 
of the rerenue, had exchtsirely the means 
of judging. The House as to these sub- 
jects was in the d^rk, but the responsi- 
bility of Ministers was great, if they had 
put words into their Master^s mouth which 
were not true. If it should, on inquiry, 
be found that not only a great exceptioir 
must be made from the system on the score 
of our agriculture, but that bankruptcies 
prevail in an alarming degree, if not in the 
places connected with foreign trade, in^ the 
more important branch of commerce-*-in 
the whole homeirade, the internal market 
•f the country, Ministers would incur a- 
tery heavy responsibility; yet, he be- 
lieved, it would in reality be found that 
flie whole home market was at a stand- 
shops were seen without a customer, and 
books coTered with debu, of ^^^^^^ 
ooQ per cent, cou^^ ^/^we««?^J^^^ 
war was at an cndf »«te» ^xct^^^ '''^'' *" 
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could ne?er hvre been expected* In the 
negociations at Pbris, it was our oVra fault 
if the teirms were not such as were best 
suit Oil to our manifold inter^ts. The 
pre^^ure, however, was greater than it had 
befn ill 1810 and 1812; no business was 
done, and if the reason was Jtsked, it 
would be said the landlord receiTed no 
rent— the tenant could sell no com. If 
this turned out to be a part of that pictare, 
of which a general ^ketch had heeit given, 
if out o( the flourishing state of our com* 
merct' must be taken that lumping esicep- 
tion of the whole internal trade, in com- 
parison of which foreign commerce was so 
incoosidf rable that it miffbt be conwlfircd 
merely the ornament of the system, a very 
heavy responsibility would fall on the 
framers of th** Speech. .In' the speech of 
the' Honourable Bfi rone t. h^ was surprised 
to hear a comparison of the present Peace 
with that of Utrecht, which had justly 
been considered the most improvident bftr* 
gain ever made. The Assiento contract, 
indeed, w. s the only advantage which 
this country derived in that treaty from 
ihe victories of Marlborough and the 
councils of Godolphin. The comparisoD 
of that with the present Treaty on the 
subject nf the SUve Trade was said to be 
advantageous to the latter. He was, 
therefoie, led to believe that among the 17 
Conventions, which they were to be pre- 
sented with, would be found one in which 
Spain and Portugal had agreed to relio- 
guish th Slave Trade. !\s Bonaparte had 
abolished the Slave Trade in France, all 
Spain and Portugal were bound to relin- 
ijuish that detestable commerce. He 
hoped, thei^efore, to ind not onl^ no 
Assiento contract, which would be felo- 
nious' by the prcRent law, but an aboli- 
tion on the part of Ferdinand of this great 
and crying evil — an evil next in mag- 
nitude to the persf^cutioo, religious and 
civil — to his butchery and torture of his 
own subjt^cts. [Iioar, hear !] This con- 
temptible tyrant [loud cheer*i], — con- 
temptible in every re?pect, but the por- 
tentous powt^r of doing nii*ichief, which he = 
possesse*^ in consequence of our having I 
raised him (o the throne, which he no.y 
meanly and unworthily filU — who«e liglif* ^ 
est crime was his usurpation of his fa^b. r*8 I 



crown, [beari bear !]« was.pow^ the gcand 
slave tradier out of JDurope^ m he was tho 
grand maker cf slaves in Europe. Ha 
(Mr. B.) hoped, therefqre, that we had 
insisted on the abolition of that trade ; and 
that Portii^l, whom we had also saved, 
and over whom we could eiercise some 
influence, at least, had fibfndoned that 
dreadful traffic. Treaties to that effect 
were no doubt to be fbu'ud among the 
17 conTcntions. — The Right Honourable 
the Chancellor of the Excbeaucr stated, 
that be retenre^ Umself for a future occa- 
sion, upon the detail of ^* the flourishing 
state of the reTtnme,*' which was one of 
the topica of Ihe Speech, and was agaiu 
echoed in the addresa of the Honourable 
Baronet. But he (Mr. B.) could not 
help taking notice, in this earlj stage of 
the business of Parliament, of what had 
fallen (rom the Right Honourable Gende-r 
man by way 6f intimation upon t^is sub-» 
ject of revenue*. ,As one reward of our 
exertio^is in the lato i fnii tett (as spoken of 
in the Addref&),,alia as an immediate? con- 
sequence of what the Honovrable Gentle- 
man wh^ had BO: eloquently seoonded it^ 
termed the breaking of the rod of efichaut^ 
meiit, and dissolving the spell by which the 
nations were bound in slavery, he (Mr. B.) 
had unfortunately heard with more regret ^ 
than perhaps attofiishment, that thm moei 
oppressive of amy i^ the .ti^zts;^^ h«l: ^ 
been imposed upon the nation-^the hea*» 
vieat and most •bnoxions of those bnr« 
th^nt under which the country had groan-' 
ed^^that that . most oppressive and tor- 
menting Income Tan was to he contimied. 
It was for this we ir«re figktingi not oiUjr 
our own battles, but those of other na* 
tjoQs. Our fortitude and perMveiiiace 
had led to this happy conaeqiience, that 
we were not merely to bear the other bur- 
thens which had been so heavilT laden upon 
us, but we were to be borne doncn t)y this 
most tormenting of all taxes -"-a tax whicJi, 
was still more oppressive in tl)e. details 
than in the bulk : and this, it wi^ said, wa» 
necassary^ ^^ meraly oa account af' the 
flourishing state af the couiUij." [Hear^ 
bear!] 

(To be Continued.) ^ , , 
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TO THE 

People of the United States of 
America. 

LETTER L . 

Dhiresses of England. — Chancellor of the 
Exchequer's Remedies, — His account oj 
ihe Revenue. -^Standing army that we 
are to have. — Language of Yorke and 
Castlereagh upon this subject. — Real 
siaie in which we are with regard to the 
army. 

It Is now my intention to Address to 
jTOQ a series of Letters upon the affairs of 
this snyg and ^^ tighi lUtle Island,'^ being 
fully persuaded, that it' will be osefol to 
joa and to the whole world, as far as they 
can be »ade t«) reach, to.pot you in posses- 
sion of such facts as will enable you to 
form a correct jodgmeot of the state of 
this coontry after its exploits agaiAst the 
ftepobUcans of Prance aod of some other 
parts of Europe. Whether yon will look 
upon QS >rith envy, pity, contempt, or 
hatred, it is impossible foir me to say ; but, 
yon may be assured, that, excite what feel- 
ings I may, I will, as far as £ am able, put 
you in possession of the truth^ the whole 
truth, aud nothing bat the truth, respect- 
ing etery thing, of which I hare a compe- 
tent degree of knowledge, relating to 
public matters, public men, and public iu- 
stitutions, in this country. I know as 
much about these subjects as most men ; 
what I do not know myself I soon learn 
from others. You shall have it all. 

I shall not publish, in England^ the 
whole of what I write. That would be a 
great deal worse than useless* To you I 
will send the whole; but abo«t the half 
of what I send you will not be published 
here, in ^< the tight little Island." The 
first part of each Letter will be published 
here; except some passages in it which 
would be ** worse than useless" to appear 
in this coontry. The remaining part, to- 
gether with the former part, will find their 
way to yua ; so that each Letter will make, 
when pablifhed in your coontry, one 



whole and complete Register. I shall, 
perhaps find it necessary to step aside from 
this series of Letters, now and then, for 
the. pnrpose oi ntere rnrmediafply address- 
ing myself to some person here, as will be 
soon the case with regard to the Editor or 
Whipper-in of the Quarterly Review, whose 
base publication must have particular no- 
tice taken of it. But, as the Letters will be 
numbered^ they will form an unbroken 
series of defvlopements, to be found, I will 
be hardy enough to say, in no other work 
that ever will appear In print. 

Thos, then, here I start by calling yenr 
attention to the Report of a Debate in the 
Honourable House of Commons on the 
12th Instant, on the subject of our dis* 
tresses^ and of the ether matters named at 
the head of this LsUer. Of these dis- 
tresses, I hare already given you some 
ieeble notion* It was acknowledged upon 
this occasion, that they did exist in reality. 
Some particular description of them waft 
given ; but, as there is to be a solemn and 
set discussion upon this object very soon, 
I shall not further notice it here, except just 
to beg your news-paper proprietors to bear 
in mind, that our base and prostitnted 
press has, till within these few days, never 
said a word about these distresses; but, 
on the contrary, has been holding this 
country up to the envy^Rnd admiration of 
the world, as being, at the end of twenty 
two years of ^ar, in the greatest pros- 
perity, while it was covered with mVmary 
and naval glory, seeming always wholly 
to forget all the event's of the war with 
your country. 

The remedy^ proposed by our Chancel- 
lor of the. Exchequer, is the subject, to 
whieh I now wish to call your sober at- 
tention. I will first quote his own words, 
premising only that the distress makes Ua 
appearaiKJe in the shape of comparatlTe 
low price for farm-produce, ii» \?!^^^ 
qoewce of a diminution of the qo^^ttty ot 
-paper-money before in c'ufiolution- It 
{'was not to be denied,- he s^*^' J^l^t 
*^ we were labouring «nd^ ^^^^t^ 

1 -* *nd the fcmedle* ^^^^^ tl*^^^ "^ ^ 
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** cable, he should now attempt some de- 
*^ velopement. They had arisen from the 
^^ circarostances in which the country 4iad 
*^l)cen long placed, and which had ope- 
^' rated on the prices of all articles, espe- 
^^ cially agricultural produce, which had 
f^ swollen to a rate quite disproportionate 
*' to the prices of all other -commodities. 
'^ The alarm of the scarce years of 1793, 
^* 1799, and 1800, had produced a general 
*^ opinion, which was indeed well founded, 
*' that the agricultural produce of this 
*' country was inadequate to the consump- 
*' tion. At the same time, tho uncertainty 
*^ of supply from abroad Mas increased. 
*' That supply was sotpetimes stopped, at 
*^ other times the price of grain was raided 
** by the foreign powers, on whom our 
** supply depended, in proportion to our 
*' wants, by the enormous sums exacted 
^' for licences and duties on the graiii it- 
^' self. Having been thus thrown back on 
<^ our own produce, in years which were 
^^ not remarkably abundant, the inade- 
*' quacy of the supply was felt more strong- 
*^ ly, and prices continued to rise in pro- 
^^ portion. This spur to exertion in that 
^^ branch of industry increased the agri- 
*' cultural produce to that degree, that it 
'^ would soon have been fully equal to the 
" wants of the country, had not the foreign 
^* markets been re-opened, and corn pour- 
*' ed in in such abundance, as to distress 
*' the agricultural interest. When this was 
*' discovered, protecting measures were 
^' proposed, but those measures came after 
'^ a large supply had actually been received 
^' from abroad, and one very productive 
^^ harvest, together with this very super- 
^Mluous stock, continued the depressioa 
" of prices, or sunk them yet lower. In 
^^ atidition to these circumstances, the Go- 
*^ vemment, who had been purchasers to a 
** considerable amount, withdrew from the 
^^ market. The Victualling-office alone 
*' had been in the habit yearly of purchas- 
" iug 200,000 sacks of flour. • The Com- 
- " missary-General had often made consi- 
*^ derable purchases. Whenever Govern- 
*• ment went into the market, the prices 
^^ were raised in a greater proportion than 
^^ if the same additional purchases had 
^^ been made by individuals, becau&e the 
*^ payment of Government was sure, and 
'' its wants were known to be urgent and 
*^ and irresistible. When Government 
^^ withdrew itself, and moreover, from mo- 
^' tives of economy, threw back a conside- 



rable quantity of stores into the market, 
a great fall in price was to be expected. 
Had Parliament before interfered by a 
Corn Law, much of the evil would pro- 
bably have been prevented ; but the 
measure which had been proposed had 
' not passed, because the country was not 
' prepared for the measure*, and the House 
^ was not willing to press it. The Parlia-* 
' ment had therefore foreborn, till in ef- 
' feet the blow at the agricultural interest 
' had been struck. This blow was not 
' felt by the agriculturists alone, but the 

* suffering was necessarily extended to aH 
^ who were concerned in its prosperity, 
' especially those who supplied the vari- 
' ous articles consumed in agriculture. — 
' This distress would continue to be felt 
^ until the effect of the diminished pricee 
' of agricultural articles should have pro- 
' duced the same reduction in other com- 

* modities. Such were our embarrass- 
' ments. The remedies which had been 
' proposed were numerous — many were 
^ absurd, and many dangerous ; and he 
' should therefore forbear to trouble the 
^ House with an enumeration of them, 

^ There was on?, however, which it was * 
' proper to mention, that of suspending 

* the Usury Acts, which had been pro- 
' posed by an lion. Gentleman (Mr. 
' Brougham) with a view to the support of 
' credit. If there was a prospect that our 

* difficulties would long continue, and 
' that there were not other more advan- 
' tageoos methods of relieving credit, he 
' (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) was 
' not disposed to think lightly of this pro- 
^ position {hear J hear !) But, as he had a 
^ remedy to propose which would answer 
' the same end, without the same inconve- 
' nieucy, which might result from the sos- 

* pension of the Usury Acts, he should 
' not now avail himself of that proposition. 
^ The remedies which he had to propose 
' might be {divided into two classes— the 
' first a diminution of taxation (hear^ 
' hear!) — the other a system of the mea- 
'sures for the support of public credit. 

* This last was the most important and 
' the most easy of remedies. To illus- 
' trate this remedy, he should make use of 
^ a vulgar idea, which might, however, 
' serve his purpose better than a more la- 
' boured argument. Suppose by a magi- 
^ cal operation every individual in the 
^ country should find a guinea in his 
' pocket (a laugh,) This suppositton was 
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^^ rather yisionary (a laugh). But what 
'< would be its effects ? Although more 
^^ than twelve millions of guineas would 
^' be thus distributed in the country, no 
" man would be much better able to pay 
^^ a debt of 101. than at present. The ad- 
" Tantage would be momentary, there 
^* would be no relief from the difficulties 
^^ in which we were now involved. The 
*' tempcM-ary relaxation from labour, &c. 
*' out of the question, it would be some 
'^ time before this sum accumulated, so as 
'' to form a part of the aclive capital of 
'^ the country. Now the effect would be 
^- far different, if this ISi or 15 millions 
** were distributed among the Country 
'^ Banks. Every man who could give 
*' good security would be accommodated, 
*' trade and agriculture would revive^ 
'' and our present distresses uould vanish, 
'^ Though it was not his intention. to give 
^^ a guinea to every man, nor 15 millions 
'' to the Country Banks (though this had 
** been suggested) yet from the operation 
*' of these two methods of employing a 
*' given capital, the different effects of tax- 
'^ation and borrowing might be conjee- 
'^ tared, if a /ox, to the amount of a gut- 
?* nea on each person, were imposed on 
** the country, supposing it wisely distri-. 
^ bated, the effect would not be distress' 
^^ing; but the present distress would be 
'^ much augmented by taking a sum to the 
** same amount bjf waif of loan from the 
^* capitalists, if, therefore, no money 
** were borrowed this year, and a sum of 
*^ 14 millions were swept away by the 
^^ Sinking Fund, a great ctqntal would 
*^ thus be thrown back into the country^ 
'* which must have a most benejkial effect 
'' on public credit,'^ 

Now, when you have read this atten- 
tively, i must request you to keep in view 
this fact ; that the average price of wheat 
has fallen from 15 or 17 shillings a bushel 
to an average of rather less than 6 shillings 
a bushel ; and that all the tases of the 
country have continued andiminished, I 
most also request yon to keep in view, 
that these taxes far exceed the annual rent 
of all the land and houses. I must further 
request you to keep in view, that Gold, 
which is now about four pounds an ounce 
in our paper-money, was sometime ago, 
nearly six pounds an ounce in this same 
paper-mon^y. You will see, then, very 
clearly, that the distress of the jfarmer and 
trader arises simply from iUs cause, that, 



they have now, in fact, more than double 
as much taxes to pay as they had when 
wheat was 15 shillings a bushel; because 
the »omma/ amount of the taxes being the 
same, the farmer must now give the tax- 
gatherer more than two bushels of wheat, 
or the price of them, instead of the one 
bushel, or the price of it, that he gave to 
the taxgatherer before this reduction of 
price took place. 

if this be clear and sound reasoning, 
you must, of course, see, that this Chan* 
cell or of ours has but a very confused no- 
tion of the causes of the distress ; and, as 
to his remedy^ let me beg of you, for de- 
cency's sake, not to give way to those 
emotions which it seems so manifestly 
calculated to excite. The remedy of re- 
ducing taxes would, indeed, be efficacious ; 
but, that he does not intend to adopt, 
except as far as to to take off about seven 
millions out of seventy^ and, to make up 
for this, he borows, without any vote of 
the House of Commons^ and yet perfectly 
legally^ six millions from the Bank, . So, 
you see, the use that a National Bank 
may come to in time. Not that I believe 
that there would have been the least diffi. 
culty in prevailing upon that Honourable 
House to vote for such a loan. I know it 
too well to. doubt, for a moment, of its 
readiness to come to such a fote. But, 
the fact is as I have stated it. 

The diminution of taxes, then, is not 
what this gentleman looks upon as a re- 
medy for the distresses that now over- 
spread this triumphant country. He re- 
lies upon an operation; a grand opera- 
tion ; a wonder-working operation of 
capital J thrown into and about this nice 
]ittl«, tight little Island. As I read his 
s{)eech, I really thought, he was going to 
propose to give us all a guinea each; and, 
at last, I thought, till he explained him- 
self, that he meant to distribute fourteen 
or twenty millions worth of BanK notes 
amongst the Country Banks, that they 
might lend them to the farmers, and thus, 
by raising the price of wheat, enable the 
farmers to pay the taxes. This would have 
been ureal remedy iot us ; but, it would 
have lowered the va^**® of the paper- 
money 'r it would ha^e raised the price of 
gold ; it would have turned a\\ eTlchangcs 
against the country ; a«d» then, vre should 
htve been drifting ^"^ '^Eaxu to tii% other 

l^'^Vhat is itthatJ'-^^^llT.s,!^--'^ 
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does he mean to throw fourteen millioBs, 
of monej about the country, or to get it 
into the htods of the Country Bankers ? 
He medns, he says, to raise fourteen 
millions in taxes ; that is to say, to keep 
the sinking fUnd in operation; that if to 
say to do no more than was done last 
year; that is to say, to raise fourteen 
millions in taxes to purchase up stock 
from individuals, that those indiriduah 
may lend the amount of their stock to the 
farmers and traders, or purchase with it, 
the property of the formers and land- 
owners and traders. This is his grand 
operation. This is his remedy. I will 
leave you to admire his illustrations ^t 
which appear to hate nothing iti nature or 
in art equal to them; and, now^ let ns 
leare him and his illustrations aside, for a 
lew minutes, and apply a little common 
aense to this grand and wonder-working 
scheme. 

You know, becante, all the world 
knows, that prices depend upon the ^iiedt- 
Hty of money in circulation in the whole of 
a country. Now, then, will this notable 
scheme add to the quantity of money in 
cfircolatidn ? It is certain, that the pur- 
chasing of fourteen millions worth of 
Stock of inditiduals will enable those in- 
dfridiials to lend money to the landed 
people, and, finally, to purchase the land 
Uself. This is tery certain. In this way 
the schetne, if it could be carried into 
efl%ct for any length of time,' would 
arssuredly operate. But, how it ii to re- 
Ueve the landed people it is quite impos- 
sible to con ceire. The fourteen millions 
may be thrown about Che country ; some 
of it may fall amongst the fkrmers ; but, 
be it kept in mind, that the fourteen 
millions must Jlrst be collected in tastesj 
and that, too, obserre, from the very 
people, principally^ amongst whom it is to 
be thrown^ but thrown only in the shape 
of money lent to them, or exchanged for 
their property. Was there ever in^ the 
whole world such a scheme of reliefs this ? 
The former and trader want high prices 
to enable them to pay the taxes ; and the 
minister proposes to relieve them, not by 
the raising of prices, but by continuing to 
tax them, and to pass these taxes into the 
bands or (Hindholders and others who 
receive tat^. that these may lend them to 
the dtstressed payers of taxes. 

It ntust be clear to every man of com- 
mon undenrtB^diDg, ^at it is the low price 



of farm produce, compared with the ex- 
pences of raising it, which expences con- 
sist chiefly of taxes, that has rained the 
farmers and traders, and that is new rain-- 
ing the manufic^rers. So far from pre- 
tending th&t- his scheme will raise the 
price of farm produce, the schemer says, 
that other goedfl will, in time, come down 
to the scale of wheat aq.d meat ; and jet 
he seems to expect, that the people will be 
able to pay as much money in taies when 
wheat is 6s. a bushel as they were when 
wheat was Ids. a bushel. This is the 
grand point Upon the ability to collect 
taxes eretj thing hinges belonging to this 
govemnlent ; every thing, abroad as well 
as sA home. Upon the ability^ I say, and 
upon that alone; for, as to any will or 
inclination about the matter, we shall see 
how that question stands by-and-by. 

The revenue^ therefore, and its^fotirw*- 
ing conditfon, is a topic of great import- 
ance. The Chancellor tells us, that the 
commerce and revenue are in a moat 
nourishing state. I will here again give 
his own words.—'* We were now in a 
" peculiar crisis. , At the close of a long 
^^ contest, in which we bad struggled so 
" successfully for our own honour and 
" safety, and for the honour and liberty of 
"^Europe, in which- we had added so 
" largely to our nafal and military glory, 
" we could not immediately sit dozen asta 
" repose ourselves, ai' if we had enjoyed 
"uninterrupted peace. But he sheiikl 
^* show by refereuce to facts and docsi- 
" ments, which wouW »oyn be before the 
" House in an official shape, that our re- 
" sources were as entire as could be cx- 
** pected by the most sanguine, and that if 
" we did not immediately enjoy all the 
^* benefits which might be expected from 
** the opening of foreign ports to oor com- 
" rterce, it was only necessary to exert a 
" small portion of that firmness and perse* 
*' verancej which had been so often re- 
" commended to the House by his pre- 
" decessor and himself, and which had 
" never been recommended in vain, to bear 
" the nation triumphantly through all it^ 
^difficulties. The statement which he 
" should make, would naturally divide 
" itself into two branches. The first was 
"the state of the Fiaances in the present 
" year, together with his opinion as to the 
" causes and probable remedies of our 
" present difficulties. The next branch 
" was the amount of the Supply, and the 
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<^ Ways and Means ta meet it, which 
^^ would be proposed in a more adyanced 
^ period of the Session. He should first 
^ giTe a comparatiTe statement of the 
^^ rerenue of the last compared with that 
« of the present year, which would throw 
^^ some lii^ht on our present situation, and 
<* the probable prospect for the future. A 
^^ Right Honourable Gentleman had ex* 
^pressed doubts whether the general 
^ statement of the produce of the last 
** year's refenue, if minutely examined, 
** would be as fafourable as it at first 
" appeared to be. He should therefore 
*^ gife some of the principal heads, com<« 
^ paring the produce of the last with that 
^* of the preceding year. The produce of 
^^ the Customs in the year ending Jan. 5, 
"1815, was 11,059,000/.; that of the 
^year ending January 5, ISltf, was 
"10,487,000/. It was, howcter, 'to,be 
^^ remembered, that in the latter sum 
" was not included the amount of the 
<^ war duty on tonnage and exported Bri« 
^^ tish goods which had usually produced 
" between 6 and 700,000/. which would 
^^ raise this year above the preceding, 
^^ which had exceeded all former years. 
^^ The Excise presented a still more fa- 
" Toiirahle result. The prodnce of 1814 
"waft t5, 145,000/. ; that of 1815, was 
" ^aiySm^OCOL being an increase of 
" 1,400,000/. beyond all preceding years. 
" Tbiv Micrease, too, did not arise frmB 
<^ any new taxes, except an additional tas 
^^ on licences, which perhaps had pro- 
" dnced 2 or 300,000/. The Stamp Duties 
" of 1814 ^mounted to 5,618,000/. ; those 
" of' 1815 to 5,865,000/. On this head 
^' it wqs, howerer, to be recollected, that 
</ there had ^ been a large addition to the 
f^ duties ou Stamps, to which the increa^ 
^^ produce* was in part attributable. The 
'' Assessed Taxes of 1814 were 6,412,00QL 
^ those, of. I8l5, 6,^14,000/. being a di- 
*< minution of 200,000/. The Property 
*' Tax <d 1814 was 14,218,000/. the pro. 
4< duce of the same tax in 1815 was 
^^ 14,318,000/. being an increase of just 
" 100,000/. The Land Tax, oo account 
^' of the ^oBStaBt progress of redemption, 
^^ was subject to diminution. The pro* 
^< dnce ofthis tax in 1814, was 1 ,285,000/. ; 
^ In 1815, it was 1,170,000/.— The total 
<^ aoMnnt of the produce of the reTenna in 
^' 1814, was /$5,430,000/. ; in 1815 it was 
'< 66j44iyQ0(U. This, it wonld be seen, 
^ wifts^aniBcreaae of more than a millioa 



'' abofe a year which had >]risa exceeded 
^^ any former year. Thus much as to the 
" revenue of the couiltry ; and on this 
^^ head we might rest satisfied as to the 
^^ prospect which was held but as to the 
^^ future productiveness of the tames <,^'* 

So, at the end of all this bloodshed, we 
have arrived at a ^^ peculiar crisis J** We 
*' cannot yet sit down and repose onr- 
^' selves." We yet stand in need of "pef- 
^^ severance ;** and, if we do but perse* 
verey we shall be finally borne ^^ trium' 
^^phanV^ through "a// our d(fficultM.'* 
There, you Yankee fellows ! What do yon 
think of thai ! If we have but a sufficiency 
of perseverance y it will bear us trium* 
phantly; yes, sneer at, as much as yom 
like, triumphantly^ through all our diBi* 
cultics ! 

To descend, however, from the height of 
that enthusiasm, to which the ele^ence of 
the Right Honourable financier must na^ 
tii rally carry his readers, and to speak in 
plain language, what he means, in this 
passage, is, that if we will but continue to 
pay as heavy taxes during peace as we 
paid during the war, we shall still get 
along without any change of system, and 
without being absolutely starved to death, 
or destroyed by any convulsion from 
within or any invasion from without : his 
meaning is, that we shall finally triumph by 
paying taxes^ over all the difficulties that 
now surround us. High, however, as is thfr 
jcempHment that our taxing Chief pays US| 
JB iJm Mdiy predicting our triumph, the 
v«\«t} of ^e compliment is not half seen 
'till we^piow what the thing is, over 
which -v^ are to triumph ; Hill we get a 
full view of the nature and extent of Siese 
9a\d diffkultiesy by which, as the Chancels 
lor acknowledges, we are now beset. 

r, therefore, shall go into this part of 
the subject, a little, in this place. At the 
outset, I proposed to postpone the subject 
of our. distressesy 'till the discussion on 
that subject had taken place in parliament,; 
biit, an unexpected occurrence has induce4' 
me to change my plan. I have, for moro 
than a year past, been endeavouring Iq 
prepare this brawling and bragging and 
war-loving country for the miseries it now 
feels. Of thift fact you, in America, ara 
not unacquainted, because my divert et* 
says, 9f^ the subject, have, I see, |)eott re^ 
published in yvur country* I have more 
receniUi describe^ the distrcfiea of Uie 
couat^. Bum>eiii4^Jacp6iiH^<^'^- 
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scription given by me may be distrusted by 
the friends of ** the Dtilzcark of Religion 
**and S<$cial Order." For this reason I 
•wished to wait to get this description from 
the lips of our loyal Honourable House- 
men. ^ Yet, a description from them, how- 
eTer, might possibly be looked upon as 
proceeding from party motives, or as being 
exaggerated by the reporter of their 
Speeches. But, fortune has thrown into 
my hands, since 1 began writing this Let- 
ter, a description of this distress, under the 
hand of a most loi/at and most learned 
gentleman, an admirer of Pitt^ a support^ 
cr of the xcar^ and one who exults at the 
overthrow of the nezo order of things in 
France, This person is a Mr. Preston, a 
Member of Parliament, a great Convey- 
ancing Lawyer, second, I believe, in his 
profession, to no one in the kingdom ; a 
man well acquainted with the tenures of 
all sorts of property ; with the effects of 
all sorts of contracts ; with the extent 
of the encumberances and embarrassments 
of proprietors of every description; and 
having, perhaps, had the opinions of a 
great number of noblemen and gontleraen 
of large estates, before he sent to the press 
that pamphlet, of which some one has got 
me an early copy, and which pamphlet is 
to be looked upon as contamin^ the result 
of the inquiries and the reflections of this 
man of such extensive information, aided 
by the advice and assistance of his nume- 
rous and widely-spread connections. 

Well, readers of the llcgister, now 
what does this loyal gentleman recom- 
mend ? Why he recommends m hat 1 
recommended many years ago ; namely, 
to LOWER TIIK RATE OF INTE- 
REST, INCLUDING THAT OF THE 
FUNDED DEBT. And, without such a 
measure, he says, the country must go to 
utter ruin. Shall I not now, then, be per- 
mitted to exult a little? But, as I shall 
more fully notice this scheme of Mr. 
Preston in my next Letter, I will here 
check my inclination to laugh, sing, and 
dance, which inclination is naturally pro- 
duced by this dawn of that broad day of 
light, which, in spite of all the efforts of a 
corrupt press, appears now to be forcing 
Its way in upon ns : I will here check 
this inclination, and will for the present, 
give you the picture of the present state of 
this country as drawn by the hand of this 
most loyal admirer of Pitt, the Sinking 
Fund, the war, and the putting down of 



the new order of things in France. Her€f 
is the picture of" the envy and admiration 
" of the world.'^ 

" Whoever look^ around him at the 
" present moment, and views the dis- 
'* tresses in which the country is involved, 
*' from the inability of a large part of the 
*' population to answer the demands of 
'* government ; — whoever examines the 
'^ great change which has taken t>Jace in 
*' the condition of a large part of the 
" community hurled from we.ilth to po- 
'' vorly ; from aflluencc to distress; who- 
" ever inquires into the fact, and finds 
" that taxes are levied from a considora- 
'^ ble part of the people by means of legal 
" process; or whoever finds, as the fact 
*' is, the poor are increasing daily in num- 
^' bcr, while the ability of the persons 
" who are by law bound to contribute to 
** their maintenance is diminished — who- 
** ever shall know,. as the fact is, that 
'' a large part of the community arc in 
*^ want of employment though willing to 
^' labour, and that thtir former employers 
*' are unable to afford to pay ihAt wages ; 
'^ that even 50 men are to be met in dif- 
" ferent parishes asking for employment, 
'* and urging it to be the interest of the 
^' farmer, rather to pay them for actual 
*^ labour than to pay them in a state of 
*' idleness from the poor rate, while the 
^^ farmer, though convinced of the justice 
" of the appeal, is totally unable to meet 
" this appeal to his interest ; further, 
*' that a large portion of that industrious 
^^ part of the community, the little farm- 
*^ ers, (the favorites of the ancient system) 
" with their large families (the best hope 
" of the slaje, and most virtuous part of 
'* the community^ are ceasing to be farm- 
" ers from necessity, and becoming pen- 
" sioners on the poor rate, while in some 
" townships, the persons who formerly 
'^ contributed to the poor, are appealing 
'' for relief on the ground of tlieir own 
'^ poverty ; and numbers of them obliged 
" to abandon the cultivation of their 
'* farms, are become burdens on those 
** parts of the parish which alone are cul- 
" tivated, thrs taxing the industry of 
" their neighbours, and hastening them to 
" the same extremity of ultimate indi- 
" gencc*-must admit there is something 
^* wrong in the system, and that neces- 
*^ sity, and not the spirit of complaint 
*^ and disaffection^ imposes the duty of 
*^ examining into these evils^ that they 
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^* may be understood and fairly met. 
^* The person who supposes this picture 
^* to be oTercharged will find himself mis. 
*' taken. As far as cxtensiye and diligent 
^^ enquiry and research, and communica- 
*' cation from different districts and from 
*^ persons of the highest respectability 
^^ residing in counties distant from each 
^' oth^r, have aflbrded information to the 
** writer of these observations, the picture 
^' is not coloured too high ! all these evils 
' ^^ exist 10 a ^n^ater degree than he has 
*' painted thcMn ; particularly in Inland 
^' and in Wales^ and some of the western 
^^ counties, and even In Norfolk, and 
'^ other improved districts. In some pla- 
^^ ces the lands are actually deserted, and 
'^ growing no other crop than weeds. In 
^^ Huntingdonshire, it is said, that a circuit 
^' of 3000 acres is abandoned, and in 
^^ other places, and in some not far distant 
'^ from the Metropolis, the like occur- 
}^ rences may be found ; and many pru- 
'^ dent proprietors of the soil are con- 
/^ tent to forgo their rents rather than 
^^ su^'er their farms to be untenanted and 
^^ thrown out of cultivation, and the labo- 
^* rers deprived of employment, and the 
^* poor of their allotted means of support. 
'^ Are these evils unexpected ? certainly 
^^ not, by the writer of these observations. 
*'^ lie anticipated and predicted them, and 
^^ humbly endeavoured, as far as it was in 
^^ bis power, to lead the country to a dif- 
*' ferent resultl Are the community bene- 
'* fited by that cheap price of the necessa- 
'* ties of life they deemed so essential to 
^^ their happiness and comfort? It is con- 
*.' fidently bclieyed they are not. Our 
** home manufacturers — our tradesmen — 
^< and various other classes of the commu- 
^^ nity, are now convinced that they can- 
'^ not ruin the agricultural interest, by 
^^ reducing the prices of corn and provi- 
" sions below the expence of growing 
'' them ; or annihilate the rents of the 
'^ proprietors of the soil without par- 
^* taking in their ruin ; and that cheap 
^^ bread is no blessing to those who are 
^^ deprived of the means of earning by 
^' their labour or their industry, that 
^^ quantity of it which is necessary for 
" the fabsihtence and support of life." — 
^^ By the destruction pf the circulating 
*^ medium, a total inability to purchase 
'^ exists, and a talue depreciated by the 
^i redaction of the rental, is stiU further 
^' depreciated by the competition to selll 



^^ and who is benefited by this sudden, 
'^ extraordinary, and unexpected change? 
** no dnc besides the capitalist^ who can 
*' realize his money; and bow few are 
'^ they? and purchase land at the reduced 
"price; and the funded proprietor, the 
<^ creditor of the public, who retains an 
^^ income to the extent of more thau one 
" half of the rental of the kingdom, with. 
'* out any diminution, whilst the unfortu- 
" nate debtor, in the shape of landed in- 
" terest, is to be content with two third 
'^ parts of that income which he possessed 
'' when he, on the faith of the continuance 
'^ of that income, concurred so liberally in 
^^ granting those supplies, which are now 
'^ his banc and his ruin. The former sys- 
^* tern of circulating medium is so altered 
'^ that it exists only in name. While the 
'^ wealthy farmer supplied the country 
^^ banker, and the banker supplied his 
'' needy neighbours, and still more the 
^' manufacturer, the surplus capital found 
" its way to the metropolis, and to the 
^^ principal cities and towns; and there 
^' administered usefully to the purposes of 
^^. commerce, by giving to tradesmen the 
" benefit of that credit which their pro- 
" perty and their industry justified. The 
** change of the system, the revulsion from 
^^ a state of extensive circulation to a pre- 
" carious and scanty supply, ha^s materi- 
** ally injured men engaged in manufac* 
^^ tures and commerce, and has produc- 
'^ ed a successron of bankruptcies among 
" bankers, and those dependent on them 
'^ for a necessary supply, to keep up the 
*^ circulation once put in motion. The 
" patients who had been fed highly, could 
" not bear to be reduced at once to so 
*^ meagre a diet ; and whoever will make 
^^ enquiries among commercial and manu- 
" factoring classes of the community, en- 
^^ ^aged in the home trade, will soon learn 
" that, with some few exceptions, this 
'^ class of the community has gained no 
^' advantage bj^ J he change. The present 
•' unfortunate state of the country pre- 
" sents the lamentable history of Govern* 
^^ ment suing executions for taxes, and for 
" balances in the hands of receivers, &c. 
" Bankers^ many of them receivers, are 
" thus called on to pay the deposits with 
" them: they again call on their debtors; 
'^ and the receivers are using the harsh 
« process of extents in aM ; Mortgagees 
« are enforcing their securities «'^"\**^« 
" difficulty of obtaining interest, »»«> ^a 
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^^ to bankers, from the ncceMity of baying 
^^ ready money, and needy or improvi. 
*^ dent landlords, are levying their rents 
*' by distresses I ! I What a wretched and 
"^^ melancholy picture! at a period, too, 
" when the extent i>f the stamp law^, and 
^^ the expettce of litigation, hare rendered 
'^ it more wis«^ to atmndon debts of small 
^^ amount, than to incar the loss of a suit 
^' to recover them. A debt of ^0/. is no 
*' longer worth the rertain extra expence 
*^ beyond taxed costs, of recovering it. 
^' And, that modern production of mis- 
^^ taken humanity, the Insolvent Debtors' 
^^ Act, enablt-s the unrighteous or unprin- 
*' cipled dtbior, to treat his creditor with 
^^ derision and contempt." 

Such, Americans ; such. Englishmen ; 
•uch is the picture which Mr. Phbston 
gives of the ^^ Bulwark'' at the close of its 
struggle against the French Revolution and 
against the ^^ successful example of Demo- 
cratic Rebellion" in America. It is, in- 
deed, only a part of the picture, which 
this gentleman has given the world, as I 
shall show in .a future letter; and, indeed, 
as will be seen from the pampUet itselr, 
when it is republislied in Av^rica^ as 1 will 
take «are it shall. So, you see, Mr. 
Preston, that yon are in the high-road to 
fame as an author. I owe this to you, Sir. 
Gratitude demands it at my hands. 1 have 
stood, as a forlorn hope for a great many 
years. Quite alone ; surrounded by the 
enemy ; shot at from every battery, and 
from behind every bash ; made prisoner of 
war in one instance and only escaped with 
the loss of all the cash in my pocket, with 
that of no small part of my btggage, and 
with paying a ransom into the bargain. 
How pleasant, therefore, is it to mc to SPe 
myself, at last, joined by so respeclabic 
and zealous a combattant, come orer a 
volunteer to me from the numerons bat- 
talions of the system ! How cheering is 
now the prospect! Defection has manifestly 
begon in the ennnny^s cmp% Come on, my 
lads ! Repare to my stamlard. You shall 
be well treated, aad shall have promotion 
mccording to y ou deserts. No corrupt iu* 
fluence ^hali fill the posts under my com- 
mand j and, as Mr. Presto ir, though not 
a x^ry able co-acljutor, baa led the way, 
I think myself bound to reward his seal 
and valour by making him, at once, my 
Lieutenant Genoral. 

To retum now to the Chanctllor's ac- 
eooiii of tke Revenue^ who do^ not tee^ 



tiiat it is tmpom^/e for his projpec/ to be 
fair ? Who does not see, that accounts 
made up upon receipts of many quarters 
of back assessments, supposing them to be 
all correcf^ can afford no rational hope for 
the future ? Who does not see, that the 
export to America is never to bt repeeUecf^ 
Who does not know, in short, if he knows 
any thing at all of the way in which these 
accounts are made up, what the whole of 
the statement is, and that, therefore, not 
a word more need be said respecting it. 

But, I put it to any man of common 
sense, whether, if what Mr. Preston sayi be 
true ; if his description of the state of pro- 
perty and of the distresses of the country 
be coil-ecf, it be possible to collect sixty- 
four or siity-five millioiis a year in this 
country. If, as he observes at page 5 of 
his pamphlet, the country is now placed 
^^ in a condition, which makes taxa- 
" tion that to which the Writer DARES 
" not give a name ;" if this be the condi* 
tion of the country noic, what must it be 
under the same weight of taxes in a yeai^s 
time ? Thus far the farmers have been able, 
in general, to draw upon their saved 
money, their lire-stock, and their credit, 
to pay the taxes. What are they to do 
when these are exhausted ? How are they 
to pay the taxes then ? If, eren now, tax- 
ation be such as Mr. Ilkeston dftret not 
give a name to it ; if it be a thini^ which he, 
a Member of Parliament, da$'es not truly 
describe ; this, while it lets a dismal fact 
as to the present, to escape to the world, 
will enable that world to guess pretty 
correctly of what we have to expect in 
future. 

This brings «s to the question of the 
standing army^ and induces us to read 
with great attention the report of the 
Speeches of Yorhe wtd Castlereagh^ as ex- 
planatory of the r€(d sUuaiiofi of the tight 
little Island, or, rather. Islands, ztith rc' 
gard to that army. 

We must, therefore, when we hare put 
these reported speeches upon record here, 
duly reflect upon their contents, and then 
make the obserrations that may suggect 
themselves. I will insert these speeches 
entire^ to avoid the imputatioa of garb- 
ling, though a snAiil part of each might 
suffice. 

" ** Mr. Tok&e protested against the lan- 
^^ guage made use of by Gentleman on the 
^^ other side of the House, and more espe- 
^ daily by the Gentleman who had apoken 
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*' last. They wished <o have it under- 
^^ stood that the establishment proposed 
>' ehis year was a permanent establish- 
^^ ment. Now, if he had understood his 
*' Right Honourable Friend, his proposal 
'^ related merely to the establishment for 
'* the present year, and the permanent 
^' military establishment was to come af- 
^^ terwards under the consideration of the 
*' House. After such a war as that in 
^^ which we had been engaged, it was 
'^ utterly impossible in the first year to ap- 
^' projiimate any t(iing like a permanent 
'^ peace establishment. Was this the case 
*' immediately after the conclusion of the 
'' American war? . Mr. Pitt proposed his 
'* permanent peace establishment three 
*:' years after the end of that war. He 
^' hoped that such an important subject 
*^ «f that of the army would be treated, 
^^ when before (he House, with all the dis- 
^^ cretion and coolness which it demanded. 
^' Hitherto the peace establishment has 
** been formed on so narrow a scale, that 
^ odoft of the difficulties we had experi- 
*' enced in the beginning of the war, had 
** arisen from the narrow establishment 
^^ kept up in time of peace. What he 
" wished was, not an extensire establish - 
^^ ment^ but one sufficient to defend our 
^' extensive possessions from the extensife 
" dangers to which they were exposed. 
^* It was impossible, after the difficulties 
" through which we had stfugglcd, and 
" considering the present state of moral 
^'feeling in the world, to hare such an 
^< eatablishment as that at the end of the 
'• American war. Let any man look at 
^' our possesslont, and say if it was pos- 
^ lible to hafe such an establishment now 
** at we had in 1790. After what had 
^< passed in Carope, it would be a long 
*^ time bejbre mens* minds could be com* 
^^ posed to 4S state of peace. The peace 
^' we had obtained w'as glorious-— he hoped 
^^ it would be permanent — and that the 
^' feelings of mankind would lead them to 
" abttain from war; but the truest way to 
, " pi^rent war was to be well armed [Hear 
** hear !]. Though the French army was 
^' at present disbanded, we could not say 
^ that it might not one day rise^ow its 
" ashes ; and were it not for the system 
•* of coercion now adopted, we might, 
^' foon see it rise from its ruins. Of the 
*^ 99,000 Hien, 95,000 was for England, 
^ and 95,000 for Ireland, and tke remain- 
*' der for our colonies. There was no 



^' part of the propesal so painful to him as 
" that respecting Ireland^ but in the pre- 
^^ sent state of that conntry, he was afraid 
'*' the whole of this amount would be 
^^ found necessary. With respect to the 
'^ colonies, he could not conceive that any 
^' considerable reduction could take place 
« here." 

^^ LoRO Castlerbaor wished to im- 
'^ press on the House what had been alto« 
'' gether lost sight of by Gentlemen on the 
^' other side of the House, namely, that 
'' the question of expenditure of the pre- 
** sent year was totally unconnected with 
** that of a permanent Peace Kntablish- 
^^ ment, and that expence could not possi- 
^^ bly be taken as a criterion of that of 
" future years. It was only necessary to 
'^ re-examine the statements of his Right 
^^ Honourable Friend, to see that he had 
'^ opened considerable branches of evpen- 
^^ diture which could not recur in future 
^^ years, and which were as much to be 
^^ considered in the light of war expencea 
^^ as any of those of last year. It was not 
^' possible that this country, with its force 
** spread over the globe, could be reduced 
'^ at once to a proper Peace Establish. 
" ment. Even with respect to the forces 
" in France, for instance, a country at our 
'* very door, they had not been yet re- 
^^ duced so long as to enable them to dis- 
^^ continue the services of the Militia. It 
<* would still be some time before the Mi' 
" litia could be reduced, and it would rc- 
(< quire still an additional time to bring 
^* home the Navy. lie was prepared, 
" however, to admit with the Riglit Ho- 
^^ noarable Grentleman, that it was only in 
'' the Army that any great difference of 
'^ opinion could exist, as to the proper ex* 
" tent of our establishments. With respect 
" to the 40,000 or 50,000 men to be re- 
^ duced, it was impossible that this reduc- 
** tion could take plaoe without consider- 
<< able time. He could point out ^200,000 
<^ out of the 19 millions, for the expence of 
' " corps which would be discontinued, as 
" soon as Government could be enabled. 
^* Another two millions ought to be taken 
" for the Navy. If there were added 1| 
« ratllion due to the Bank, two miinoug 
" under the head of Ordnance, «"d one- 
" million of East India Debt,therr y^n^x\d 
" be found in all, at least between eight 
" and nine milH<>«»' ^Kich ^^^^^ ;^<^^- 
« nected with the pub^k ^^3^1 ^^ 
I « year He dep^ec^^^^ ^e ^t^^"^^ ^^^ 
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** we were to be the only military power 
^' who should not act on the military prin^ 
** cipU of keeping up an army which should 
** bear soiup proportion to that of other 
" statos. Till Noble Lord stated, that it 
^' had been declared by Mr. Pitt, that he 
« rpgpptted nothing more than the low 
** establishments which he had proposed 
" to this country in 1792 — a year when 
" another grcai Statesman^ Mr. Burke, 
** had declared France to be blotted from 
*' the face of Europe. If the House reflect- 
** ed on all the strong measures to which 
<* they had been reduced, to obtain that 
" arnvy which had conquered peace for 
*^ them, they would be cautious how far 
*' they proposed an undue reduction of 
^' our establishments. These establish- 
*' ments would give them such an army at 
^^ the commencement of a wflr, as could 
*^ not be obtained in this country with- 
^ out long and painful exertions. In 
" 1802, after the i)eace of 1801, the 
<* force proposed for Ireland was 23,000, 
*^ and that for Great Britain 47,000. In 
*' the state of that country, which was not 
<^ politically but socially agitated^ no great 
'^ change in the establishment could well 
^^ take place. That for Britain was con- 
<^ siderably lower now than it was in 1802, 
*^ and indeed it wvis Xoytev than prudence 
'^ required^ were it not considered that 
^' the force in France was always at our 
^*' command^ or was at least an advanced 
*' guard of our army. But he would ask, 
^* could the same forces suffice for us now 
*' when our establishments were so many, 
^* as sufficed when they were so few? would 
^< they tear down establishments which 
^^ had been reared at so much expence>— 
*^ the Ordnance^ the Military Schoolsy 
« the Dock Yards, &c. ? Every thing in 
^' the country rc€is totally altered since 
^^ 1792, and we could not now return to 
** our former state. We ought not alone 
*' to look at the question merely in an eco- 
** nomical point of view, but to adopt a 
*^ mor enlargetl and statesman-like de- 
" termination. The internal duty of Great 
" Britain alone required a force of be- 
" tween 13 and 14,000 men for dock- 
** yards and garrisons, &c. ; and a great 
^^ part of our revenue depended on having 
" such a force. If the House, therefore, 
" were determined to feed, what he consi- 
^^ dered the worst features of the country, 
^^ by hollow declamations about economy, 
*^they would lose more in the revenue 



^^ than they would gain by any saving — 
'^ [Hear, hear, hear I \ The House ought 
'' also to consider, that supposing the es- 
" tablishment 97,000, it never could be 
^- kept up to within a tenth of the nominal 
" amouut, and that the deficiency would 
" of course have to fall on the service at 
" home. They were to consider, too, that 
'^ it was not merely the number of men — 
" the pay had also been doubled since 1792 
*' and the pensions^ &c. highly increased. 
" He deprecated any hasty conclusions ou 
'^ this subject, calculated to make the 
'' country feel that there was only one ob- 
"ject necessary, a reduction of our tax- 
" ation [heart hear!'] The Honourable 
'' Gentleman (Mr. Brougham) who had 
'' claimed the reduction of all our war 
^' taxes, amounting to. 24 millions, in per- 
^' formance of the pledge to the coon* 
" try, by proving too much, bad proved 
" nothing at all. — ^This measure would 
'' only involve the country in ruin.^* 

Thus, then, there is no disguise. The 
whole intention is plainly and boldly 
stated ; and now we have only to observe 
upon the nature of that intention as thus 
exposed to us in the most frank manner. 
But, as such observations would be super- 
fluous in England, they will be published 
only in America. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



Common's Debate on the Isr Feb. 
( CentinHcd from Page 192.^ 

If this odious tax could be dispensed 
with — if there were any other means of 
going on without it, no man in his senses — 
still less would the Right Honourable Gen* 
tleman, on the very first opening of Parlia* 
ment, intimate an intention of renewing it. 
Such an intimation surely could arise only 
from the consciousness of there being no 
other possibility of carrying on the financial 
affairs of the country. He (Mr.B.) however, 
did trust, that this early hint, which had 
been so plainly and unequivocally given of 
this intention of Government, would not 
be lost upon those Gentlemen who were 
Members of Parliament — at least those 
who had constituents — [A loud laugh, and 
cries of Hear, hear! from both sides of 
the House] : and he confidently hoped to 
hear of those steps being adopted which 
were taken last year, with such final and 
complete success, [Hear, hear !] and which, 
if followed this year, would perhaps bare 
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restrained the Chancellor of the Exchequer i 
fpom giving this notice. With respect to 
all the other burthens observed upon by 
his Honourable Friend near him, he could 
only say, that he most entirely concurred 
ID those observations. He reserved him- 
self, however, upon those various branches 
of the national finances, until they should 
be brought in detail under the considera- 
tion of the House. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman opposite supposed that there were 
no means of relieving the landed interest, 
because their affairs were so interwoven 
with the national prosperity, that it was 
impossible to separate them from other 
objects. But he (Mr. B.) could not help 
expressing a hope that the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman opposite would speedily 
find that there were means of separating 
them, and that some seasonable relief 
would be afforded to the distresses with 
which so important a part of the commu- 
nity was afflicted. The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had alluded to some branches of 
the revenue which he intimated would un- 
dergo revision and retrenchment. — [Here 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer uttered 
some negative expressions.] — From the 
manner of the Right Hon. Gentleman, he 
mtist presume that the disappointment of 
his hopes upon this subject woufd be more 
general than he had expected. He had con- 
soled himself with the thought, that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman would seriously 
set about a revisal of some part of the re- 
Ten ue and finance, with a view to mitigate, 
as much as possible, the severity of those 
taxes now imposed upon the country. Was 
U then to be understood that not only half 
the Property Tax, but all the other War 
Taxes were to be continued? Was the 
country to understand from the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, that at a season 
when grain was almost a drug in the mar- 
kets, and when corn was not only at the 
lowest price, but for which no price could 
be obtained at all ; and when the most 
grievoas burthens were imposed upon the 
iMirley growers, was it to be said, that un- 
der such circumstances the War Malt Tax 
was to be continued? Was it to be said 
that the landholders were still to pay 5 per 
cent. Property Tax, and endure, in times 
of peace^ all the hardships to which they 
had been exposed in war? Was th^Malt 
Tax at 388. per quarter laid on during the 
war, still to continue during peace ? If this 
were to be the state of things, he trusted 



the House would not separate without 
hearing a notice from some of his honour- 
able friends, who were conversant with 
this subject, for bringing the question of 
malt tax immediately under the considera- 
tion of the House. But there were other 
matters independent of the snbject of re- 
duction in the taxes, to which he hoped 
the attention of Parliament would be speed- 
ily called. If the amendment of his ho- 
nourable friend were carried to night, the 
House would pledge itself speedily to take 
under its consideration the state of the 
country. He doubted not that one of the 
first objects of their inquiry would be those 
laws which prevented the exportation of 
some of the most important staple commo- 
dities of the country. He trusted also that 
the state of the usury laws would be 
brought under consideration with the like 
celerity ; for there was no subject more 
deserving the interposition of Parliament. 
Most of those hardships and diHiculties to 
which the commercial inierests of the 
country had been exposed, derhed their 
origin from the operation of these laws. 
There were various other subjects, un- 
necessary for him to allude to, at present, 
which Avcrc equally pressing upon the 
notice of the House — he would only in- 
stance the state of the poor laws, as they 
respected the equalization of rates. All 
that he was desirous of urging upon the 
notice of the House at present was, the 
absolute necessity of redeeming their 
pledge, by immediately entering into that 
enquiry, which was of all others the most 
important — namely, into the state of fi- 
nances, — and by thus shewing to the 
country that their condition was not ab- 
solutely hopeless — and that the promises 
of Parliament were not mere empty sounds 
without meaning. Before he concluded, 
he begged to allude to one part of the 
Honourable Gentleman's speech opposite^ 
and the more so, because it formed a part 
of the Address under consideration. He 
meant that part which pledged the House 
to measures of economy. That part of 
the Address and Speech of the Honour- 
able Gentleman most be taken to mean — 
such a rigorous investigation of the amount 
of our enormous establishments both at 
homo and abroad, as would lead to this 
result; that our expence^ would be re- 
duced to the smallest j^ttvounl po%%\\j\e, 
consistent with ^^^'^^^^^t.cc., ^«.l^.::^* 
a robbery of the P^^'P^^ ^t t\vV* c9^^V.t^-- 
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it was • cruel mockery of their sufferings, 
to tell them, after 25 years of distress and 
misery, and when the long looked for 
peace was at length arrived, that they 
were still to endure the eipences of war, 
without the benefits of peace; and for 
what purpose ? For the purpose of securing 
the cession of new islands, of appointing 
new governors, new secretaries, new clerks, 
of establishing new sources of patronage, 
new causes of alarm to the people, and 
new quarters from which danger may be 
portended to their rights. [Hear, hear!] 
The Right Honourable the Chancellor of 
the Elxchequer had expressed a hope that 
when the estimates came to be laid before 
the House, Gentlemen would not content 
them>elv*-« with considering them en masscy 
but would turn their attention to items. 
The Honourable and Learned Gentleman 
conclud.'d by cordially supporting the 

^ Amendment. [Hear, hear !] 

Lord Milton was aaxious to state in a 
few words the grounds of his vote. If any 
thing could have induced him to support 
the amendment, it would have been the 
speech of his Honourable and Learned 
Friend who had just sat down. But it 

" appeared to his lordshfp, as the House was 
at present situated, that the Address pro- 
posed by the Honourable Baronet con- 
tained all the pledges which it was neces- 
sary for the House to give. He agreed 
with his Honourable and I.<eamed Friend, 
that the time would come when it vrould 
be necessary for the House to manifest its 
sentiments, not in speeches but in acts. 
The time would come when it would be 
necessary to enter into every article of 
elpence and retrenchment : and it would 
well become the House, if those matters 
were to come under the consideration, not 
of one committee, but of several, which 
might sit up stairs ; for indeed, the subject 
branched into so many multifarious rami- 
fications, that it would be impossible for 
the House, sitting in a body, to take it into 
their serious consideration. One of his 
objecMoiLS to the amendment proposed 
was, that it appeared to go rather too far, 
and to hold out pledges which it would be 
impossible for the House to realize. No- 
thing was more dangerous, and in his 
opinion more mischievous, for this Heuse 
to do, than to hold out pledges for any 
of its solemn and deliberate acts, of which 
there was net a fair prospect of their 
being able to redeem. Speaking, how* 



ever, as an individual, he did entertain 
considerable hopes, that by proper atten- 
tion to tbese subjects, the expectations of 
the people might be much more effectually 
realized, than the House had reason to 
hope from what had been held out by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. Indeed,, 
upon this subject he was rather jealous 
of a particular part of the Speech, to 
which the House as yet had not sufficiently 
adverted. He meant that expression of 
the Speech which talked of ^^ the high 
station which we maintain amongst the 
nations of Europe." He should like to 
know what was the secret explanation 
which the Ministers might give of that 
sentence. Did they mean by that, that 
Great Britain was to become a great mili* 
tary Power — that she was to vie with 
Austria, France, and the other great mi* 
litary Powers of the Continent, in military- 
strength and reputation ? If that were the 
case, he must indeed say, that the present 
was a new era in the history of the coiui* 
try. It would be one of the greatest mis* 
fortunes that could befal the country, if 
she were to be held out as a great military 
power. That had not hitherto been ouf 
character, and he very much doubted whe- 
ther, if we assumed that shape, it would 
be possible for us to maintain our liberties 
at the same time. [Hear, hear !] —He felt 
extremely anxious upon this subject,, be^ 
cause it was impossible not to suspect that 
in a certain quarter, a peculiar love of 
these sort of establishments existed, which 
it ought to be the bu^ness of this House to 
check and controol. And he hoped when 
the tfme came, thai the Honourable Ba<^ 
ronet himself who had moved the Address^ 
would lend his hand, not only towarcls an 
economical administration of the funds^ 
but that he would interfere, as far as in 
him lay, to lessen this class of expencesy 
which might be added to the burthens 
of the country. One was full as neces- 
sary as the other; and if the Honourable 
Baronet thought that he should satisfy 
his speech of to-night, by merely advert" 
ing to the economical adipinistration of 
the .supplies which this House might vot^ 
he (XfOrd M.) apprehended the Honour- 
able Baronet would not give that satisfac- 
tion to his constituents which he had 
expressed his desire to give, and which 
he was sure he felt as much as any Mem- 
ber of the House did. He had heard to- 
night, for the first time, that an intentioa 
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existed of conttnulog the Property Tax. 
Th6 CbaBcellbr of the Exchequer bad not 
indeed stated whether his plan was to 
hare a limited duration. But the Right 
Honourable Grentlenan would recollect 
that his declaration of to-night was di- 
redlj contrary to the positi? e expectationt 
he had held out last year. The decla- 
ration then was — " Only gi?e us the Pro- 
perty Tax for one year, just to wind top the 
expences of the war, and we will be satis- 
fied.^' He (Lord M.) wished now to 
know whether the Property Tax was to 
he gi?en to wind up the expences of the 
war, or whether., it was to be looked to 
lis a source of permanent rerenue ? This 
was a point upon which be should^wish to 
be Informed, in order that the country 
OMght hare the consolation of knoipi^ 
the irorst they had to expect. There 
were other subjects which might be dis- 
cussed npen the present occasion, as grow- 
ing oot of the treaties ; but as they had 
not yet been laid before the Hovse, he 
thought the House wonld do well to satisfy 
itself folly upon these points ; for he con- 
fessed enongh. could not be expected from 
the meagre Address which had been pro- 
posed and the stilt more meagre Speech 
uttered by the Honourable Gentleman. 
It was a notorious fact, that the Treaty of 
Peace between this country and France, 
and the other Treaties connected with it, 
had been signed two or three months, and 
the people of this country knew Iheirxon- 
tents only throagh the medium of the Rhe- 
nish Mercury. Such was the state in which 
bis Majesty's Ministers placed the people of 
Great Britain ! It had been thought a good 
thing to obtain peace; bnt mnclr of the 
merits of the peace must depend upon the 
nlitore of it, the means resorted to for 
obtaining it, and the securities prorided 
for its retention. He (Lord M.) wonld 
ifot admit the comparison betireen tbe 
framers of the Treaty of Utrecht and 
those of the Treaties alluded to; but in 
say^ this he most not be taken to ap- 
proTe the Treaty of Utrecht. It had been 
said by the highest authorities that that 
was a Treaty disgraceful to this country. 
The Noble Lord concluded by roting for 
the Address, in preference to the Amend- 
ment, for the reason before stated, that he 
thought it not prudent to hold out pledges 
which could not be redeemed, or make 
promises ad ct^ndem which might be 
broken. 



Mr. PacsTON drew a feeling picture of 
the present miserable state of the landed 
interests of the country, and warmly sop* 
ported the Amendment. 

Sir Samitel Romillt said, that how- 
ever desirous he was to go into a coniide- 
ration of those topics relative to the fo- 
reign policy of this country, he should for 
the present abstain from the indulgence of 
that desire, from a persuasion that he 
should have frequent opportunities here- 
after of discussing that subject. The 
speech, however, of his Right Hoaoorable 
Friend the Chancellor of the Excheqaet 
rendered it impossible for him to give a 
silent vote in favour of the Amendment 
that had been proposed. At least he was 
desirous of not having it supposed that he 
had approved of all the sentiments which 
had been expressed on the other side of the 
House. No doubt in a great part of the 
speech of tbe Honourable Grentleman op- 
posite, he most cordially concurred. He 
agreed with him in rejoicing at our having* 
at length obtained peace. — He agreed with 
him in thinking that peace vras most desi- 
rable, in an abstract sense, but without 
reference to the particular circumstances 
under which the peace was obtained. The 
espressfons also of the Honourable Gen- 
tleman's condolence upon the lamented 
indisposftion of his Majesty, — ^a subject 
interesting to every body, — most heartily 
met with his approbation, for it was a 
matter upon which no one could entertain 
a different opinion. He (Sir S.) was cex^ 
tatnly far from desiring a premature dis- 
cussion ; bot he most say, that though he 
acquiesced in the eologiom upon the glo. 
rious victories that had been obtained, he 
could not concur in giving that unqualified 
approbation of the cause, as expressed in 
the Address. It seemed to him extraor- 
dinary that this House should, as it were, • 
be unanimous in silent approbation, or, at 
least, that they should concur in adopting 
that new system of policy which his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers had adopted recently, in , 
contradiction to their own repeated decla- 
rations. Down to the moment when the 
House last separated, his Majesty's Mi- 
nisters had always declared that the vrar 
was carried on against Bonaparte IndWi- 
dua)ly, and those immediately connected 
I with him ; and they to<>V occasion re^^t- 

I edly to deny iinp«*»^^ to ^l^tu^'^A^'If 
f of this, which h^d con^^ ttom t^^ 14^ J^;^ 
I the Hon«?, toy t^y^'*^ ^l^^I O^eY '^^^ -^ 
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make war upon France to compel her 
against her will to admit upon the-Throne 
the present reigning Family. Since the pro« 
rogation of Parliament, however, this new 
policy had not only been adopted but avow- 
ed, and the war commenced for the purpose 
of dispossessing Bonaparte of the Ttirone. 
British and foreign armies had united their 
eiforts, for the sole purpose of placing the 
Bourbon Family upon the Throne of 
France, without regard to the wishes, the 
desires, or the feelings of the French na- 
tion. He, for oue, could not concur in 
the approbation which had been expressed 
of that new policy. It was not necessary 
for him now to enter into a full discussion 
of the impolicy, the infidelity, and the in- 
justice of this measure ; for the time would 
come, when he should have the opportu- 
nity of a more elaborate expression of his 
dissent from such a policy. For the pre- 
sent he should only observe, that, as it 
appeared to him, no new ground had oc- 
curred since the last meeting of Parlia- 
ment, to justify the change in the deter- 
minations expressed by the British Govern- 
ment, upon this important subject. No 
change of circumstances had occurred 
when they thought proper to avow this 
new system — nothiug whatever had oc- 
curred to authorize them in adopting a 
policy, which till the moment it was em- 
braced, they had strenuously deprecated. 
It might be prc^per to call the recollection 
of the House, that about nine months since 
a letter arrived in this country from Lord 
Clancarty, addressed to the Noble Lord 
opposite, which shewed, that even at that 
late period, a distinct intimation was given 
to Bonaparte that nothing was farther from 
the intentions of the British Government 
than to take part in restoring Louis 18th 
to the throne of France. This determina- 
tion was expressed repeatedly from the 
Convention of St. Cloud, down even to the 
Victory of Waterloo ; and even when the 
deputation was sent from the Provisional 
Government of Paris, to his Grace the 
Duke of Wellington, the like assurances 
and declaration were made by that Noble 
Duke. A distinct intimation was given to 
the fire Deputies sent on that occasion, 
that the British Government intended not 
to interfere in any way whatever with the 
internal affairs of France. However, from 
the time of the Convention taking place, 
a totally new policy was adopted. If it 
were to be said, that that new policy was i 



adopted because the British Government 
found itself in a new situation, in which 
they found that policy necessary, he (Sir 
S.) must say, that the strongest reproach 
was due to Ministers for not having kept 
their words with the French nation. . It 
seemed to him, that Ministers had acted 
most reprehensibly in this part of their 
conduct. 

Lord Castlereagh rose, he said, not 
with a view to protract the debate, but to 
make a few observations upon the language 
held by some Gentlemen on the other side; 
That those Gentlemen might differ from 
him upon the merits ot the late Tiea ty 
when laid before the House, and brought 
under discussion, he was prepared to ex- 
pect, and he would always be disposed to 
treat any difference of opinion upon that 
or any other subject with deference and 
respect, while he would be ready to enter 
into the fullest consideration of any diffi- 
culty that affected the country. But he 
could not on this occasion silently over- 
look the language of despondency which 
the House had that night heard, especially 
from the Honourable and Learned Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Brougham); nor could he 
forbear to animadvert upon the disposition 
which the House witnessed, to transfer at- 
tacks from the Ministers of Great Britain 
who were present and responsible for their 
•actions, and ready to defend themselves, to 
foreign independent states, which, what- 
ever might be the, system of their Govern- 
ments (with which, by the way, we had no 
right to interfere), were in amity with this 
country. [Hear, hear! from the Mini- 
sterial side.] This disposition to abuse 
foreign governments proceeded, perhaps, 
from a want of materials to indulge in the 
favorite system of abusing the Adminis- 
tration of the Government of this country. 
[Hear, hear I on the Ministerial sidel] 
With respect to the Learned Gentleman's 
comment upon the Address, it was a mis- 
take to state that that Address did not 
propose to pledge the House to any thing. 
For without entering into any consider- 
ation of the details of the late Treaty, 
which was to be reserved for the discussion 
of another day, he ceuld not hesitate to 
say that the Address proposed to con- 
gratulate the Throne upon the conclusion 
of a peace so glorious in all its character, 
so important in all its results, and so satis- 
factory in the accomplishment of all the 
great olijects of the war, as this country 
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bad never before witnessed. Then, as to 
tlie despondency upon which the Learned 
' Gentleman dwelt, he would ask, where 
was the justifiable ground for such gloomy 
tones? That some change should take 
|»lace in the situation of any country, and 
especially in a community whose interests 
were so complicated as those of Great 
Britain, upon a transition from war to 
peace, was naturally to be expected. But 
the change which this country had wit- 
nessed from the late peace, was different, 
widely different, indeed, from that which 
must haye resulted from any of the Trea- 
ties which Gentlemen on the other side so 
eagerly pressed GoTcmment to conclude 
at different periods of the war. He 
agreed with his Learned Friend (the 
Chancellor of the Eicchequer) upon the 
importance of considering our internal 
situation, but he saw nothing in that situa- 
tion to create dismay, much less that de- 
spair which some Gentlemen* seemed 
anxions to excite. It was impossible to 
conduct the country, from a war so pecu- 
liar in its nature, and so prolonged in its 
duration, to a state of peace, without ex- 
periencing an extraordinary change. . The 
fery transition to peace from the prosperity 
of the war, for the war had been prodnc- 
tiTe of unexampled prosperity in every 
branch of our trade and commerce, must gire 
birth toTery material alterations. The tran- 
sport of industry and capital, from the cir. 
cumstances of war, to the new situation 
into which the country had entered, must 
occasion results, such as every thinking 
man, aware of the consequences attendant 
upon any country in passing from war to 
peace was prepared to expect. But still 
the effects of the change- that effected this 
conntry were extremely exaggerated by 
the Learned Gentleman. He was aware 
that the distresses of the country, which 
be was not disposed to dispute, should be 
fairly stated to Parliament, in order that 
they. might be fully considered, and every 
{H'acticable remedy applied. It was only 
against the exaggeration of these distresses 
that he protested, and he contended that 
they were not such as to excuse any 
attempt to damp the congratulation which 
it was proposed to offer to the throne, 
upon the close of a war distinguished by a 
degree of energy, exertion, and glorious 
achievement on the part of the country, 
far exceeding that which belonged to any 
war in which we had ever been engaged in. 



[Ilear, hear!] But when Gentlemen 
would dispose the House to a gloomy 
view of the state of the conntry at present, 
he would ask them to turn their attention 
to, and compare its circumstances at the 
close of any former war. Let them look, 
for instance, to our condition at the ter- 
mination of the American war. Could the 
speech from the throne of that day con- 
gratulate Parliament upon the prosperity 
of any branch of our commerce, manu- 
factures, or revenue? What a contrast 
then did the speech which the House bad 
that day heard, afford for the satisfaction 
of Parliament and the country ! For that 
speech congratulated Parliament upon the 
flourishing state of our commerce, manu- 
factures and revenue. Any failure or 
decay was indeed only to be witnessed in 
our agriculture — but even in that branch he 
trusted he should be able to prove, that 
the falling off was owing rather to tem- 
porary than to permanent causes. The 
speech certainly omitted any allusion to 
the arts, which were, no doubt^ drawn on 
by the learned Gentleman merely for the 
purpose of amplification. But whatever 
were the difficulties of the country, he 
trusted the House would meet them with 
the same temper ' and manliness which 
distinguished its conduct under the pres- 
sure of all the calamities of war, and in- 
stead of indulging, despondency, second 
the wisdom and firmness of his Majesty's 
Government, in providing for the per- 
manent interest of the Empire. That 
every distress 'Which disturbed the coun- 
try was merely temporary, and would be 
soon remedied, he felt the fullest per- 
suasion, and that there was no ground for 
despondency most satisfactorily appeared 
from the state of our revenue, the growing 
produce of which furnished conclusive 
evidence of the means and improving re^ 
sodrcesofthe country. But similar evi- 
dence was deducible from the account of 
our exports and imports. For, hence it 
appeared, that while the export of our 
manufactures in the year ending in Octo- 
ber, 1814, amounted to 37,100,000/. 
otEcial value, which was very li<^*^« dit- 
ferent from the real value, the exports for 
the year ending in October, 1815, exceed- 
ed 42;400,000/. Thus our export^^^^thin 
the year had advai;^^^ ^^^^'TfoV a^ 
this contrast farn'^^JV'y ^^^^^ Jd W 
spondency or gl^^,^^ There ^^^^ ^^^^ 
some (ftHing off ^*' 
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deficiefiGjr was mor9 than covered by the 
produce of the excise roTenue, the com- 
paratiTP increased amount of which within 
the la«( quarter endiiig the 5th of January, 
1816, aff'nled ample testimony in con- 
tradiction to those who alleged the a^ene. 
ral distress of the country. For the pro- 
duce of (he excise was a test of undiminish- 
ed coiiHomption. The war taxes also were 
steady in thrir produce, as the falling off 
on th** whole for the last year did not 
amnuTit fo ^00,000/. With these, such an 
extraordinary increase of foreign com- 
merce, ami such a proof of undiminished 
domestic consumption, he would ask again, 
where was the ground for desponding 
merely because oiir agricultural, interests 
had received some check, which he trusi- 
^ would be soon removed ? 

With regard to the Property Tax, ht as- 
a«red the House, that he in concert with 
all his Majesty's Ministers, would have 
felt extremely glad if that tax could have 
been altogetker repealed — bat he hoped 
that Parliament and the public would not 
be disposed to undervahie the reduction 
which it was proposed to mttltB io that 
tax. It would be recollected, that last 
year the whole of this tax was asked for 
with a view to enable Government to wind 
up the expences of the war, but in con- 
sequence of the general disposition against 
H^ the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
vnder the necessity of taking no less than 
7,000,000/. from that fund, to which the 
coaotry owed the establishment of its 
greatness and snstenavee of its superiority: 
the discussion, however, npon the continu- 
ance of any part of the Property Tax 
would belong to anodier day. But in 
t!ie mean time he thonght it proper to 
9tate, that his Majesty's Government did 
not feel itself excluded from resorting to 
any other financial measure in lieu of the 
Property Tax, shonld an improved price 
of ^ Funds, and the general circum- 
stances of the country, appear to justify 
the alternative. But he hoped the House 
would sanction the resolution which his 
Majesty's Government had in its wisdom 
adopted, not to touch the Sinking Fund — 



not to Tflterfere with Uiat v^Ue system of 
finance, to which the country owed such 
important obligations. Such an interfer- 
ence, inileed, could never be deemed justi- 
fiable,* unless called for by imperious 
circumstances. After repeating theground> 
of congratulation to which the Speech 
from the Throne adverted, and repeating 
his objections to the desponding language 
urged on the other side of the House, the 
Noble Ijord stated the desire of his Ma- 
jesty's Government, that the distress of 
the country should be amply investigated^ 
and every practicable relief afforded. 
But he hoped and trusted, that among the 
means of relief it never would be pressed 
upoki Parliament to withdraw taxation 
from any one branch of the community, to 
the, prejudice of the general interest; and 
in the solicitude to mitigate qr* remove 
temporary distress, no maasure would be 
adopted likely to reduce the resource^ 
necessary to sustain the permanent secu- 
rity and exalted rank of the Empire, and 
to-enable us to preserve the. peace of the 
G>ntinent, which, the glorious exertion of 
British valour, and the judicious applica- 
tion of British resources, had so materially 
contribute;d to establish. [Bear, hear ! J 

Mr. HoHNEa felt l^imself called upon 
by one observation of the Noble ^Lord^ 
to state distinctly that in the vote which 
he proposed to give in support of the Ad- 
dress, he should not think himself pledged 
to any opinion upon the merits of tlic 
treaty, to which it referred. Upoq that 
treaty, indeed, neither he nor the House 
could form any judgment until the terms 
of it were officially communicated. There .i 
fors he could not concur in the Noble 
Lord's assertion, that it "was a glorious 
peace. He approrcd of the peace, be- 
cause he rejoiced in the termination of 
the war — but he protested in the inter- 
pretation of the Noble Lord, that in vot^ 
ing for an address of congratulation upon 
the conclusion of the peace, he was pre- 
cloded from criticising the conditions of 
that peace. 

(To be Continued.) 
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To TBt Readers of the Register. 

fVUekester, Feb. itd, 1816. 

At a time when so many important 

mattem press forward for notice, I am 

sorry to hate to disappoint, though only 

. for a week, any expectations which may 
hare been formed with regard to my ex- 
ertlans. But, on Tuesday, when I was 
about to b^gin the performance of my 
weekly Labours, I saw, by accident, in 
the Morning Chronicle, an Ad?ertise- 
ment of a retjuisition, and of a notice of 
the High Sheriff, for calling' together the 
CoQuty of Southampton (commonly called 
Hamp'ihire) for the purpose of petitioning 
against the present burtnensome system of 
luxation generally, and especially against 

* th^ .Property Tax and the ^Var Tax on 
Malt, I felt a very strong desire to be at 
tht» Meeting, and thought, that, if I 
thereby lost the time necessary for writing, 
Ishonld, perhaps, as well consult my duty 
tgwards my readers, by obtaining a know- 
ledge of the real state of this county, and 
by being able to speak with confidence, as 
to the sentiments of the people here. — I 
should, if the post would allow me the 
time, or if I were not compelled so soon to 
leave Winchester, giTe my readers some 
accoaiit (and Tery amusing It would be) of 
the conduct of the Sheriffs upon this oc- 
casion. The Resolutions which were^- 
nally passedy will be inserted "here. But, 
after these had been moved, I moved, as 
an amendment^ another set of Resolutions, 
which -w^ere seconded by Mr. Hunt, 
which this Sheriff, tjiis Bosanquet, re- 

' fttsed to put to the Meeting I A long and 
violent altercation ensued upon this point. 
ITill, at last, after a very manly and 
very eloquent speech from the Earl of 
Ci.«RNARYON, during which he protested 
h) the strongest terms against the conduct 
of the Sheriff in presuming to take upon 
bim to dictate to roe what Resolutions I 
should more, my Resolutions,* in the form 
pi an amendment, were put^ though this 
BosANQOKT had declared, over and over 
again, that he never would suffer them to 
be pot. Tha Thing made some shuffling 



excuses; but, finally he put them; and 
having so done upon a show of holding 
up hats, he acknowleged, that the nuin<4 
bers appeared to him to lie so neafly^tor 
and agoi'nsty that he was unable to decltto. 
He, then, divided the Meeting, sending 
the ayes to the right and the no^f to the 
left. After the ^ides had met again there 
was still some doubt. A second division 
took place; and then he decided, that 
my resolutions were lost, — Now, this is 
yery important indeed ; because it clearly 
shows, that good principles are makii)g 
great progress even In Hampshire. — The 
resolutions, which were moved by t^ 
Crentlemen, at the head of whom was 
my Lord Caernarvon, were as follows : - 

" At a Qeneral Meeting of the Gently. 
" men. Clergy, Freeholders, and InhabJ- 
" tants of the County of Hant^^ convened 
*< by the High ijheriff, in the Shire Hall of 
** the said County, on Wednesday the 21j?t 
"pf February, 181(5, 

" The High Sheriff in the<;hair; 

"Resolved, 1. That (he e;iigencies of 
^^ the late War for the defence and preser- 
" vation of his. Majesty's Crown, and the 
" religion, laws, liberties, and properties 
"of his Majesty's faithful Subjects, were 
"the causes assigned by the Legislature 
" for the extraordinary Impost, caHed the 
" Property Tax. • - ' 

" 2 That, by the express terms of ^ 
" several statutes imposing the said Tix, 
"the faith of the Legislature stan^ 
"pledged, that its duration sh6uld be U- 
" mited by the war that gave birth to ij; 
" the words being as follow (that is to say) 
" ^ the duties herein contained, shall cqn- 
" tinue in force during the present war, 
" and until the 6th day of April next, ajf- 
" terthe ratification of a definitive Treaty 
" of Peace, and no longer.^ 

" 3. That the intention avowed by Afj. 
" nist^rs of proposing a further 'contini;- 
" ance of tfie said Tax Ip this tim«^ of pro- 
" found peace, is in direct violation of U|e 
*^ sacred word and faith of Parliament, 
" and in utter disregard of the genet%\ 
"voice of the people Conveyed to tlie 
** House of Commons m i^eUst Session- 
41 
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<< 4. That the said Tax is in its nature 
^^ partial and oppressive, and in its execu- 
<'tion vexatious, inqnisitorial, and des- 
<^ tmctiTe to our peace, happiness, and in- 
<^ dependence ; and that no reduction of 
^<its rate, or modification of its proTi- 
^^ sions, can render it tolerable to the 
^< feelings, or compatible with the condi- 
<* tion of a free people. 

^' 5, That our objections to this obnoxi- 
« ous measure are (if possible) aggravated 
^< by the very painful consideration, that 
^ its continuance appears to be intended 
<< towards the support of a Military Peace 
<< Establishment of an unexampled apd 
« most alarming magnUudej inconmteni 
^< with our insular polic^^ and dangerous 
<« to the liberties of the people. 

« 6. That the War Tax of is. per bush- 
^-^\ on Malt^ is a partial and grioTous 
<^ pressure on those Counties wherein 
^ Barley is the staple article of produce, 
^ that by depressing the market it ope- 
<< rates a» a very injurious discouragement 
<< to its growth and to agriculture, and at 
^ the same time greatly enhances the ex« 
^ pences of the Farmer in the maintenance 
^^ of his servants, whilst it amounts to an 
^almost total prohibition' in the use of 
^ beer, by a very large and meritorious 
^ portion of his Majesty's subjects, name- 
-^< lyi the labouring and poorer classes of 
^^ the community. 

^^ 7. That a Petition, founded upon the 
<< above Resolutions, be presented to the 
<^ House of Commons, most earnestly 
^ praying that iloilourable House to re- 
^^jectany Bill for the continuance or re- 
^ newal of the said Tax under any form or 
<^ mte, or under any modification what- 
<<ever; and also praying, that the said 
<^ Tax of %s, per bushel on Malt, be not 
<^ continued beyond the period to which it 
<< at present stands limited ; and in order 
<< to satisfy the just expectation, and alle* 
^ viate the pressing burthens brought on 
<< the people by the late war, earnestly also 
'^ praying that Honourable House to en- 
^ force the most rigid system of retrench- 
<< ment in eierj department of the State, 
*^ and the settlement of a peace establish- 
^* ment In every branch of the Govem- 
^ ment upon a basis of the strictest eoo- 
^ Bomy ; and especially dlepreaWm^ in the 
^^ strongest iersnsy the maintenance of a 
^ (tf^ itmsdmg army in time qfpeace^ a 
^syitem ruinous to our finances, un- 



^< known in the best times of the Ceottl- 
^^ tution, rendered peculiarly unnecessaiy 
^^ now by the depressed condition of 
^^ France, and tending to convert out free 
^^ Constitution into a wu^Uary despotisnu 

<< That the Thanks of the MMtlng 1^ 
^^ given to the Noblemen and Gentienen 
<^ who signed the two Requisitions for 
<< calling It. 

«« And that William Chute, Esq. and 
<< Thomas Freeman Heathcote, Esq. Re- 
^^ presentatives for this counh[, be n« 
^^ structed to present the said Petition to 
'' the House of Commons, and to suiport 
<^ the prayer thereof to the utmost of their 



a 



power. 



«< Resolved, That a similar Petition be 
'^ presented to the House of Lords, and 
^^ the Earl of Caernarvon be reqaesCed to 
<^ present it. 

<^ Henrt BosAHomBT, 
''High Sheriff. 

'' The Sheriff having quiUed the ChaU^ 
^Uhe Thanks of the Meeting were voted 
'' him for his readiness in calling tlio 
« Meeting." 

Now, reader, I must first observe, thai 
I take these Resolutions from the Morainf 
Chronicle, and that whoever sent the iast^ 
. that is, of (hanks to the Sheriff at tlitt 
Meeting, sent a positive falshood. N» 
such motion was made to the Meeting ; bo 
man, who had heanl what had passed^ 
would have dreamt of making such a mo* 
tion. I call i^pon any one of the five or 
six thousand people, who witnessed the 
reprobation of this man's conduct^ and 
who heard him, at one time threaten to 
dissolve the Meeting, and, at another, to 
call in the aid of the constables; I call 
upon any one of this large and most respe^ 
able Meeting to say, who speaks the 
truth, I or the author of this advertise* 
ment. T%anks ! He owes it entirely to 
my forbearance, that a vote of censurS^ 
was not moved, and, I firmly believe^ 
carried* If mr Lord Caernarvon had not 
interfered, and induced the Sheriff to do 
his duty, the consequence would hare 
been, the drawing off of one half of tlio 
Meeting to another place, there to pass 
and sign a petition, containing a protest 
against the conduct of this Bosanqnet, a 
man so completely a stranger to tbe 
County, so wholly unknown, that when lie 
began to be troublesome, every man al* 
most vras wbispering his neighbour, ^^ ttko 
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«M8 id! fFlUre iocs be lioeP'— 
As to mjf ResohUiom^ they contained 
▼erj little not contained in those that were 
Jessed, exc^t a short passage relati?e to 
the necessity of r^/brm, introduced merely 
parenthetically; and, ifLordCaernanron, 
or any of the real Counlry genthmen^ 
-who were with him, had moTcd the reso- 
Intions, and had not pat the task into the 
bands of a prosing, conceited, and Tory 
assnming person of the name of Portai., 
I do not mnch think that there would haTe 
been opposition enough to go to a 4ioi$ian^ 
But, in « long-win£d, briefless-lawyer- 
like, set harangue, of an hour long, this 
eternal talker (who was allowed to speak 
weven different times) pat forth so many 
absurdities, such mixty-maxty of troth 
and falshood, that it was impossible to 
consent io be of accord with him. Even 
those who had agreed to support his Roi. 
solutions were compelled, for their own 
sakes, to disclaim part of his sentiments. 
This ought to operate as a warning to the 
Gentlemen of the County, who now be- 
gin to see that they are to be swallowed 
quite up, unless they make common cause 
with the people ; it ought to operate as a 
warning to them, not to place their cause 
in such rirange hands in future, but to 
come forward themselvet and be the^tgao 
of their sentiments. They will find, by- 
and-by, that, if they mean to nreserre 
the wreck, this is the way to io lU — 
Wlmt a dumgey howerer, in the tone of 
this cowed-dowu county I Last year at 
this time, I could not pretail upon them, 
at a limilar Meeting, to say one word 
abbot a standrng arm^. They said, by the 
mouth of their then Sheriff (Mr. Norris) 
and by that of the ererlasting Mr. Por- 
tai., that that subject was not at all con« 
aected with the continuance of the war- 
taxes. But, now they do think that 
it is; and, if they had thought and 
acted with me last ^emr^ and the 
whole country had done tWe same, we 
ncTer should hare heard of this thunder' 
tng standing army. — I must now conclude 
for want of time. The Extract from Mr. 
FreUon^M Pamphlet, which will follow 
this address, is well worthy of the reader's 
best attention 4 because, to wha^ it recom- 
meads »e mnH come. We must go a great 
deal furthepr, indeed; but let us take this 
&ist 

Wm. Coi^rtT 



Extract from the Interesting Pam* 
PHLET OF Mr. Preston, on the Re- 
medies NOW NECESSARY TO BE APPUED 
TO OUR 1>ISTRESSED STATE. 

^^ Portionists haTe no other right than 
^^ to receiTe their principal with the stipu- 
^^ lated interest Their principal is to be 
^^ paid in full, and unless their interest 
'^ shall be reduced, the principal, if pay- 
^^ able, mi^ be discharged. 

^^. Mortgagees will also receive their 
^^ principal money without any diminution. 
^^ The benefit of existing contracts for in« 
'^ terest at 5 per cent, may, without any 
^^ important injury to the measure, be pre- 
^^serred. Thus no faUh, no contract^ 
^^ will be broken. 

^^ But then the owner of money, or 
** rather of the debt, or currency, (for 
^^ there is no such thing as money in this 
^ Yiew of things !) will say, I am injured ; 
^^ though I receiTe my 100^ the Talue of it 
" is 'depreciated. The 100/. are with re- 
^^ ference to interest worth only 80/. since 
^^ 4 per cent, for 100/. is only equiTalent to 
^ ^ per cent, for 80/. He will add, my in- 
^ come is reduced from 100/. to 80/. or 
fi one-fifth, now am I to live ? 

"The aiu^wers are — Ist. The proprietor 
^^ of the land is to give up one-fourth of 
^^ his income, while you giTe up only one* 
" fifth. 

*^ Yon are ^ to expect bread and proTi* 
^^ sions, and it is to be hoped taxes' at a 
"lower rate, by one-fourth or one*fifth; 
" so that 80/. will buy as many of the 
" comforts and luxuries of life as 100/. 

^^ But he will ihen urge, I want to go 
"into trade. Then the answer is — you 
^* are to haTe your 100/. for all the bene* 
" fits of trade; and merchants and others 
" contend, that rents should be lowered, 
" and proTisions rendered cheap for the 
" benefit of trade, kc^ 

" He will then insist, that he wishes to 
^^ boy funded property, and the price is 
" adTanced, and the rale of interest for 
" his money will be reduced. Hitherto, 
" it may be said, you haTe shown your 
*' partiality for mortgage security, rather 
" than funded property ; and the advance 
« of the funds by that prosperity of the 
" country, at whicti aU aim, would haTe 
" placed you, in reference to the funds, in 
" the same condition^ ^^ iViV* Tuea&uTe. 
" And if he should stiU tutV^w W^t, iH\ 
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** he would haye purchased \w the fuuds 
*^ before they advanced, if he could have 
^^ had his money, it may in answer be 
" truly said, this is the only plan by 
*' which he can obtain the payment of his 
^^ money in any reasonable time ! But be 
" may turn round and say, he wduld have 
'^ used the process of the law ; he would 
** have kept his debtor in prison and fore- 
** closed the mortgage. — That would be op- 
" pressive condact. Besides, a mortgagor, 
'^ who chose to remain in prison, would 
*^ easily. protect his property, by waiting 
" for a change of times, ife might also 
*f be discharged from prison under the In- 
" solvent Debtors' Act, and the property 
^ be sold, or rather given away ; and even 
** if this hard-hearted mortgagee should 
** purchase the property for the amount of 
" the mortgage money, is he quite sure he 
^ would have gained an advantas;e ? 

** Finally, he may object, that he would 
^ invest his money in the purchase of 
^ land I See how the account will then 
"stand— 

" 100/. will now purchase 41, rent. .> 
" 100/. will then purchase 3/. rent. 
**and this 3/. of rent will be worth the 
^^ same money as the 4/. of rent is now 
<^ worth. 

** You wanted land, and you may have 
** land ^41 nd you may hare the same iden- 
" tical land, in quantity and quality, as 
*' you could now purchase for your 100/. 
" You wanted an income from land, 
" and you will have it ; you will have 3/. 
" a year income, well paid, and well se- 
'^ cured, and rendered ecjual to 4/. in rela- 
f^ tlve value, instead of having 4/. of rent, 
^* badly paid, and in truth worth only 3/. ; 
•* and you are sacrificed oWly in being de- 
*' prrved of the vanity of talking of an in- 
*< come of 4,000/. a yeir, instead of one of 
** 3,000/. : both incomes are really the 
<^ same in value. But if the land proprie. 
*^ tors submit to reduce their incomes 
** one-fourth for the good of the country 
^ and to allov^3 per cent, to remain the 
** legal rate of interest, then yon stand thus : 
" Your proptrly producing 100 

*^ Income is equal to 2,000 

*«The rent ttf 100/. from land is 

*< worth 2,500 



« In money. The difference in the 
** land-owner's fiivour is 

<< While if his rent shall be reduced 
<c to 75^ beioj^ at 4 to 3 per cent. 



500 



^' then his income is reduced 25 
*^ per cent, while your income 
" remains the same, and his es- 
" tate, instead of being worth . . 2,600 
" Will be worth only 1,875 

" And he will lose one-fourth of 

" his capital, or 625 

" And your 2,000/. will buy hises- 

" tate and leave you with ...i- 125 
'' In your pocket, thus gaining . . 625 

^^ If these tables do not prove the jus* 
" tice and policy of the plan, then there is 
" a fallacy which the author has tiot been 
"able to detect!! 

" Besides, the state or government^ and 
'^ the extent of the national debt, and the 
" national establishments, require that the 
" great body of land -owners of the country 
'^ should not be the only sufferers by so un- 
^^ expected a change in the reWrtiYe value of 
" property : and no system could be more 
^^ lamentable, though some of the tninioii) 
" of power think differently, than t^at 
" the ancient proprietors of the foil, the 
" country gentlemen and the race of yeo« 
'^ men should be reduced to a state of beg« 
^^ gary or comparative insignificance. No 
^^ change would be more injurious toth4 
" public creditor, or more completely cn- 
^^ danger the constitution ! ! 

" It will be asked, are rents on existing 
" leases to be left at the present enlount 
^^ for the whole period of the continuance 
" of these leases ! Are rapacious landlords 
"to avail themselves of high rents merely 
"because they have found tenants who 
" have property to answer those rents ? 
\^ The answer is short. A general system 
^^of regeneration and restitution shonld 
" embrace those cases, which would amply 
" protect tenants of this description froni 
" oppression. Two regulations called for 
^^ by all the principles of commutative 
" justice will afford the necessary relief. 

" 1st. Authority should be given to 
" trustees of charities, and other trustees, 
^^ and to persons who have the right of 
^^ leasing under powers to reduce the rent 
^^ to the probable scale of future prices ; 
^^ and to accept surrenders and grant new 
^^ leases to the tenants at such reduced 
^^ rents. Great injustice is now felt to 
'^ arise from the want of this authority, 
** by persons who would readily atail 
" themselves of it. Levees should be 
" enabled to put an end to their leases on 
" notice for fialf a year ending with the 
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^^ jear, unless the landlord wlio shall hare 
^^ been preTiously required by a notice in 
^^ writing^ shall consent to make an abate- 
" ment in the rent, to the extent of a por- 
" tion thereof, not exceeding a certain 
** aliquot part, to be prescribed by the en- 
^* actment ; for instance, 25 per cent, as- 
^' suming that to be the general average of 
** the scale of reduction. 

^^ On the other hand, it is impossi- 
" ble not to feel that the present state of 
^^ things, and the prospects before us, will 
*^ in future, as in time past, give to the 
'^ tenantry a decided advantage over the 
^^ landed interest ; and it is confidently 
** predicted that the tenantry who can 
'' stand the shock of the present crisis, 
^^ will be, taking fiEirros at rents governed 
'^ by the.scale of the present markets, and 
^^ reap, under leases, all the advantages of 
^^ those prices, which a ruined agriculture 
^^ and diminished cultivation will com* 
" mand before the end of two years. 
^* Those proprietors who regulate their 
" rents by a reduction when corn is under 
^^ the importing sale prices, will best con- 
" suit their interest I ! 

" With a reduction of rent under pro- 
^^ per regulations; with a commutation of 
^' a money payment for tithes, and with 
^^ relief from the Property Tax as affecting 
^' the present tenantry, (for as to future 
'^ tenants, a tax on agricultural capital 
^^ will be a tax on the land proprietor) and 
^^ with a more equal division of the bur- 
*^ then of the poor rate; and with the 
" home market properly secured to the 
^^ industry of the British farmer ; agricul- 
^^ ture will revive, population increase, 
^^ and the country may become more flou- 
^^ rishing than ever ; and bear taxation, if 
^^ it be gradually diminished by the sinking 
^^ fund, and a system of economy in the 
'^ expenditure. 

^^ But above all things, get rid of that 
^^ most injurious system which taxes tn- 
" come in a hundred degrees, meeting it 
" successively at every point of industry. 
** Under the present system the original 
^^ income proceeding from land, which in 
'^ truth is the parent of all wealth; or, to 
*^ gratify those who may think differently, 
^^ from land, manufacture, or commerce, 
^^ as the three great sources from which 
^^ wealth or income originates ; is taxed 
^^ about one hundred times in a graduated 
^^ reduced scale, until it reaches the per-^ 
'^ 8«D9 who, from their poverty, are ex- 



^^ empted from the tax ; but who are made 
^^ to feel it in the reduced means of theiy 
^' employers, and in the increase of their 
" own numbers. Follow a rental of 
" 10,000/. a year into the various hands 
^^ through which it passes. In the first 
^^ degree, the tax will stand thus : the 
" proprietor 1000/.: the tenant ultra hif 
*' 5 per cent, on capital 500/.: the parson, 
" the lawyer, the apothecary, steward, 
'' merchant, manufacturer, 400/. : then gb 
'^ on to the butcher, shopkeeper, &c» 
^' 3001. : go on again, and take the in- 
^^ come of each as made up between them« 
" selves 200/. : and this Income Tax will) 
" if fully collected, be enormous. 

^' In this place also it may be wort^ 
^^ while to examine the Property Tax, as 
'^ evidence of the income and ability of 
" the country. ^ 

" Taken at 14,000,000/. a year, the in- 
" come at 10 per cent, is 140,000,000/^ 
" but as there is a reduced scale for jn- 
^' comes under 200/. a year, the income 
<« may be estimated at 160,000,000/.; 
'' and then there is the singular circum* 
*' stance that Ireland is exempted froni 
" this tax, as if the land proprietors, &c. 
^^ of that country had no stake in the ge* 
** neral welfare ! ! 

'^ But how do you make up this appa* 
^' rent income ? 

** 1st. You tax the funded proprietor], 
^* who so far from having any property, 
^' has a charge or debt on the property. 

" 2d. You tax incomes derivable fipom 
" Government, &c.'and consequently in- 
'* comes which are derivable from an in- 
" cumbrance on property, and not the 
" fruit of property. 

" 3d. You tax farmers, and you hav(B 
" nearly ruined them by supposing their 
^^ profits are equal to three-fourths of the 
" rental; and during the last two years, 
J^ you have taxed them as for profits at 
" this rate, while the profits of many pre- 
^^ ceding years have been lost and sacri- 
« ficed. 

" 4th. You tax labor, industry, skill, 
" &c. exercised without any capital : thus 
" the curate of the church, the lawyer, 
" physician, artist, &c. &c. though they 
'* have no capital, are taxed for an in- 
" come derived wholly out of the income 
" of others-. . * . 

^' 5th. You very propenv tax income 
*« derivable from In^ia^ &c. &c. and many 
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^ tion, and yield 10 per cent, as shares id 
^^ dock companies, canals, &c. &c. &c. 

'^Finally, Yon tax incooie deriTable 
^^ out of income, in every hand through 
*^ which it passes, till it becomes merely 
^^ adequate to the sustenance of life ^ name*^ 
** ly, 60/. a year, or 12/. a year for each 
'^ of a family of five, or Sd. a day ! 

^^ Descending therefore from high ao- 
^ tions of your resources, look your situa- 
'^^tion in the face, and rcfally see what is 
c^your income from property, and the 
^ proportion it bears to the annuat amount 
^^ of the expences of the GoTernment, and 
^ of the demands of the public creditor, 
*^ andyoa may return to a sober and just 
^^ estimate of your means, and of your 
^^ real and substantial wealth. 

^^ Let statesmen discard as quick as they 
^^ can the mistaken notion that ow funded 
^ system, or system of raising money by 
<^ loans, is the source of our wealth ! 1 

^^ It is of the first importance to under- 
^^ stand this point accurately. It will cor- 
<^ rect an error into which a very useful 
^ and valuable writer on the wealth, pow- 
^ er, and resourcei;, of the British Empire, 
<^ has fallen. Thb mistake of the cause 
^< of wealth has given to his picture a high 
^ colouring,, which does not belong to it, 
** and he may very innocently lead his in- 
*^ experienced readers into most serious and 
^ calamitous mistakes ! I 

^^ Supi>ose a gentleman has 300/. a year, 
^ worth, in these times, 0,OOOA He bor- 
^rows 1,500/. at 10 per cent. 150/. a 
^ year of his income will be withdrawn. 
^ Let the 150/. a year be lent to him at 
^' 10 per cent, at the end of each succes- 
^^ sive year, and in about eight years the 
^^ annuitant will have the whole income 
*< by means of the new loans, and the 
<( compounded interest thereon, at 10 per 
^^ cent. ! ! This is precisely the state of 
^ the country, in regard to the funded 
^debt, by means of new loans. The 
^^ magnitude of the debt supplies the 
^^ means of new loans, and increases 
^^ the incumbrance on the property and 
^^ energies of the empire, exactly in the 
^ same manner as the grantee of an 
/^annuity, who continually advances the 
<< produce of the annuity to the grantor 
^^ on a new annuity, quickly brings the 
^ whole income of the property within 
^^his grasp. Few are more intinrntely 
^^ftcqiudntod with these melancholy re- 
i< MUi thu (he writer of these observa- 



^^ tions, deriving his information tftrongfir 
*^ the certain channel of professional ex<» 
^^ perience I ! And this b one of his mo- 
^^ trves for wishing to abolish redeemable 
^ annuities, on the one hand, and on the 
^< other band, arresting the mad career of 
^^ involving the property of the nation^ 
^< and, in effect, the property, the happi- 
^^ ness, and the comfort,, of individuals^ 
'^ in the consequences of the like system^ 
^^ varying only in the period of vltimate 
^^ rnin ; by the difference in the rate of 
<^ interest which is paid, unless indeed yon 
<^ can and will keej^ op the rental and va- 
^^ lue of property, and consequently die 
^* price of food in progressive advance, aa 
^^ the debt increases* 

^ It is an error also to compare our pre-^ 
^sent situation with our situation after 
^^ the close of the American war. — Ist. 
<^ The state of the country is very differ* 
^^ent. The taxes were then, even ia 
^^ comparison with rent, &c. no oppressive 
^^ burden to the growers of com. The 
^^ quantity of money withdrawn from the 
'^ country and agricnltural interest conld 
^^ be paid from the then prices of com and 
'^ provisions, while at present they cannot 
^^ be paid, for the expenditure is increased 
^^ from a charge of twelve miHions four 
*^ hundred thousand pounds a year, to at 
^^ least seventy millions, for a peace esta* 
^ bibhment, being nearly six for one : and 
'^ in the last year the Government drtew 
^^ from the subjects nearly as much money 
** as it drew during the nine years of war 
^^ with America, or the first eight years of 
** the French Revolutionary war. The 
^ amount ofthe price of corn, &c. is nearly 
*^ the same now as it was then. Wheat 
^< was then worth Hd. per lb. and itis not 
^^ worth l|d. at this moment, nor has 
^* been en the average of the two last years. 

^^ Besides, onr distresses were great, our 
^^ poverty extreme, during the American 
" war, and were not aggravated or in- 
^< creased by the peace ; while in the pre-^ 
^ sent instance we were in the highest 
^^ state of apparent prosperity, during the 
^ war and up to its close, and have been 
^^ hurled by a mistaken policy, into a state 
^ of insolvency and ruin, hy those mea- 
^^ sures (the toleration of an Importation 
^* of com to the ambnnt of from one to 
^^two miHions), whidi were suffered to 
'^ follow one of the most glorious states of 
^^ victory and national superiority vdiic^ 
^^ the cenntry ever experienced. '4nd tll^ 
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^ rerene is niinoat in the Mine degree 
^ as it was onexpected, aiid we were an- 
^^ prepared to encooDter it. 

^^ At this moment also, with the feelings 
^^ of the people reconciled to the necessity 
^ of supporting the agricoltoral interests, 
*^ and of obtaining the means, through the 
^^ Farmer, of porchasing br^d, It would 
^' be politic to advance the protection to 
^ the farming interests by making 12s. per 
'^ bushel for wheat, 6s. for barley, and 4s. 
^^ for oats, the prices at which the import- 
^^ ed corn may be taken out of the ware- 
^ houses for home consumption; By this 
^amngement the Groternment and the 
^ country, may perhaps guard against the 
^' prospect, and it is #Tery serious one, of 
^ scmrdi^y not to imj famine^ in the years 
M 1817—1818; and the advance, if any 
^ should take place in cortif Sfc. would be 
^^ more than compensated by plenty in 
*< future years ; and by an equalization of 
^ l^rices. It is easy to foresee, that should 
^ the present state of things continue be- 
^^ yond the period for preparing the 
^ ground for seed*com, that bread will be 
*^ dearer in 1817— 1818 than it has been 
** in any one of the last 20 years;' while 
^ there will not exist equal ability in the 
'^ people to pay for the bread, or in the 
^^ country, or the GoTernment, to import 
^ the quantity of corn necessary to supply 
^ the deficiency. 

^ Such is the general outline of the 
^ topics which present themseWes as the 
^ remedy for the state of our existing 

^< difficulties. It is offered with great 
^ humility by one, who feels bound by 

•« every tie of gratitude to society, to lend 
^^ his feeble efforts to the great object of a 
*^ r^enerating system ; by one who lores 
^ the Constitution, from a conviction and 
*'fti11 persuasion of its value; and who 
^ would deplore, as one of the most seri- 

- ^ ous calamities, any convulsion which 
^^ should give a preponderaiing influence 
^ ta those turhuUni spiritSy who delight in 
^^ anarchy and conJUHon. No one can 
^ be more sensible than himsislf, that the 

' '^ nature of our Constitution, and some of 
^ its very essential qualities, have led in a 
^ great measure to render patronage and 
^ its attendant expences, necessary to the 
^ continuance of the power of the persons 

' ^ engaged in the administration of the ^ 
^ conntry. The spirit of opposition inci- 
^ dentaJL and almost necessary, to oitr 
*^^ftt€ ConttiMhn^ and to the dne con- 



^ duct of our affairs, has rendered it ne- 
^ cessary for Ministers, anxious to pre. 
^* serve their power, to seek the prepon- 
^^ derating influence of those who demand 
^ places for themselves, and emoluments 
^* for their friends and dependants, as the 
^^ price of their support. 

^' This system of patronage has led to 
^< the great increase of our establishments, 
^^ and become the worm of the State ; a 
^^ worm whrch has devoured the fairest 
^^ flowers, and blighted the best preepects 
^^ of our hopes, i t is to be wished^it is a 
^^ Vaiu wish ! that the wisdom which past 
^^ experieuce has taught, may lead to a 
'^ more just and economical applieation of 
^ public money, and to a system of re- 
^ trenchment, under the full conviction 
^^ that sooner or later, unless that system 
^< shall becomeroore beneficial tothepublle, 
" the industrious bees will drive from their 
'^ hive those drones, who devour the fruits 
^^ of their honest labour. 

^^ It would be presumptuous in any one 
^^ to expect a general concurrence in the 
^' measures he may propose to thto public. 
^ The nature of this subject is too ample, 
^ and too diversified, to expect that jar- 
^' ring interesu should be reconciled to 
^ the plan which he shall suggest. Every 
^^plan, which an individual can form, 
<^ must receive modifications to reconcile 
^^ conflicting interests, and must admit of 
*' many corrections, to give it a system of 
^wisdom. That will be the best jflan 
^^ which, with a view to praotioal benefit, 
^< shall offer the best principle: and the 
^^ best principle, whoever may produce it, 
^^ should receive the most cordial support. 

^'Early habits and early educlltion, in» 
'^ tense labour, and extensive practice in 
^^ the arrangements of various concerns, 
^^and the patronage and support with 
<' which the public have honoured and 
^^ rewarded these'labours^ afford the author 
^^ some reason to hope that the experience 
^^ he has had of retrieving the embarrassed 
^^ fortunes of families, and of individuals, 
<< may have afforded him some ground for 
^^ ascertaining the cause and extent of our 
<< present difficulties. Had his warning 
" been more sucoessfol, they would not 
<< have existed. Governed by mathemati. 
** cal troth, a great State may be compared 
<* to a family : the difference Is only in 
*« the number of its constituent members ; 
** Md that which would be corre^to an 
<« honest, h4n<MraWe, end 3«>* femily. 
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<^ when in pecuniary difficulties, cannot be 
^^ false, when applied to an honest, an 
^^ honorable, and just community, con- 
^^ stitutiog a State, placed in correspond- 
** ing difficulties. 

^^ Should it be urged, that this is a wild, 
<( a visionary, or fanciful project, the 
^^ author may. urge in his defence, that he 
<( is sanctioned, confirmed, and supported 
*^ by the authority of history, and of expe- 
^^ rience, as recorded by Parliament, and 
^^ by parliamentary enactment ; a circnm- 
^^ stance which escaped his notice in form- 
^^ log his plan, and to which he nerer ad- 
^^ Terted till a sense of public duty, and a 
^^ regard for his own character, led him to 
** extensiTe research, to discover how far 
^^ his sentiments, or his views, accorded 
^^ ^ith, or dififered from, those of the 
^^ great men of former times, employing 
^^ their labours for the welfare of the 
^^ state, under circumstances of similar 
^^ diffiquities. 

<' The Sutute of the 12th Ann. c. 16., 
^^ which passed after the funding system 
^^ was established, and its burthens were 
^' felt, (being the last Statute which re- 
^^ duced the rate of interest,) recites that 
^^ the reducing of interest to ten, and from 
*^ thence to eighty and thence to six in the 
<< hundi^ed, had, from time to time, 6y e^r- 
^^perienccy been found very ben^ficialy to 
^^ the advancement of trade and improve' 
^^ menis of lands ; and that the Aeopj^ 
^^ burthen of the laie, long, and expensive 
^^ war^ had been chiefly borne by the 
^^ owners of the land of this kingdom, by 
^^ reason whereof they had been necessita- 
^^ ted to contract very large debts^ and 
^^ thereby, and by the abatement iu the 
** value of their lands, were become great- 
<< ly impoferished ; and that by reason of 
<* the great interest and profit which had 
^^ been made of money at home^ihejareign 
*^ trade of this nation had of late years 
^^ been niuch iie£;lected, and at that time 
<^ there was a great abatement in the value 
^^ of the merchai»di2es, wares, and com- 
^^ modities^ of this kingdom, both at home 
^^ and in foreign partsy whither they were 
^^ transported ; and that for the redress of 
^^ Ihese opischiefs, and the preTenting the 
•*' increase of the same, it vivi% absolutely 
" necessQry^ to reduce the high rate of 
^interest, of six pounds io the huudred 
'' pounds .for a year, to a nearer propor- 
^^ tion with the interest of money allowed 
^^ in Foreign States. 



" That act was passed under circnm- 
i^ stances which afford a precedent for our ' 
^^ conduct on the present occasion; and 
^* the experience of the benefit of that act, 
^' justifies the adoption of a similar mea- 
'^ sure. Its benents, as recorded, were to 
'^ reduce interest within 2 or 3 years 
" down to 4, and even 3 per cent. 

^' To conclude : It is absolutely ncces* 
" sary either to keep up the rental of land, 
'^ or to reduce the rate of interest, as the 
/^ means of enabling the land proprieton 
^^ to reduce their rents. It is also neces- 
^' sary to encourage the growth of corn» or 
" to prepare for scarcity. 

" To the minister for the time being, 
^^ find public creditor^ tjie advance of prices 
^^ is most desirable to make prices keep 
^^ pace with taxation. To the people^ the 
'^ reduction of the rate of interest promi- 
^^ ses the greatest advantage. 

To Richard Preston, Esq. M. P. 
Sir, — I have read your pamphlet 
throughout with great attention, and, 
with the best judgment I can form, it 
seems that you have made a very fair 
display of the general suffering and dis- 
tress that pervades this great and mighty 
nation. I shall not trespass on yonr 
time by a comment on particulars, but 
there is one observation that I cannot 
avoid making : you set off with a grand 
eulogium on the ^' great, powerful, and 
unrivalled talents" of that great Minister 
Pitt, and, consequently, of the great 
achievements we must have derived un- 
der the auspices of his superlative genius ; 
but as it happens the whole tenor of your 
argument demonstrates, that it is^he sys- 
tem of this great minister that has brought 
the country into this deplorable stiate of 
bankruptcy and ruin, which in such 
glaring colours you have justly described* 
The fashion of paying most unqualified 
adoration to this great man is so preva- 
lent,, that it amounts almost to an act of 
treason to speak the truth, — that his 
system has been the ruin of his country.: 
and in the very completion and accom- 
plishment of his plans (if he was at this 
moment alive) he would have more cause 
to exclaim, " Oh, ni> country !" than 
even in the z< nith of his despair ! ! ! But, 
not to deuin you with a long paraphrase 
of sentences, meaning one and the sane 
thing, which pur book-makers find to 
very convenient, I should like to have a 
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hit answer to this one qaestiou : — What 
has this glorious system of this Heaven- 
born minister achieved, after above 20 
years of war, destruction, rapine, plun- 
der and devastation, the subsidizing of all 
nations beyond all calculation and re- 
straint, and finally entailing distress and 
rain on this unfortunate country ? What 
has been our gains ? Why, you say, we 
have put the Bourbons upon the throne — 
It is in the cause of legitimacy that we 
liave bled. — Aye; but ha e those for 
whom you have expended so much of 
blood and treasure deserved it at your 
hands? Are they endeared to yon by 
any acts .of kindne^ or of friendship ? 
In truth, h^s not that family ever been 
(in disposition, at least) the most distin- 
goished and bitter of your enemies, and 
are you not in all quarters denominating 
them as such ; and after placing them 
again on the seat of royalty, obviously 
against the will of a great majority of 
their subj^xts, are you not (by main 
force) obliged to support them on the 
throne ? — Tour vaunting upon the glory 
you have acquired, is it not all bombast, 
and di*monstrated only by the skeletons 
of the armies that obtained it ? Observe : 
I do not mean to deteriorate or lessen the 
triumph of our victories ; but I ask you 
what real benefit the country has obtain- 
ed from them ? I desire to know what 
real advantage the country has derived 
from all this vast expenditure of blood 
and treasure ? I could descant upon this 
topic for lengthened pages, by I know 
I must be short to give room for the 
many excellent dissertations which this 
Register is generally found to contain. 
But, for the cause of legitimacy let us 
pause a little! Bray let us not forget 
the poor lost Gustavus, who, to the last 
gasp of his royalty, remained with us our 
good and faithful ally when all our new 
friends were at enmity with , us ; his sa- 
crifices should at least move us to in- 
quire what is become of him ? It should 
seem strange, that instead of supporting 
his legitimacj^, he should be now a wan- 
derer upon the earth, superseded by a 
man <lrawn from the ranks, who, in the 
name of the Holy Trinity, is established in 
locceskiun to his throne. If we are to go 
all lengths in su,«port of leicitimacy^ how 
happens it that this poor degraded man 
is left in this forlorn and I'orbaken state ? 
When wc hear so much of honour and 



good faith, pray let us see it acted upon 
with some degree of consistency. When 
we hear the Pitt system applauded to the 
very Heavens, we search (but In vain) 
for the good that has resulted from it.— 
You have truly given the result ; you 
have shewn us the picture, and left the 
Observer to contemplate the pale, the dis- 
consolate, and emaciated figure it de- 
scribe!*. 

One word more if you please : I am 
not a friend to anarchy and confusion ; 
I am not a jacobin, according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the word ; nor am I 
of democratic principles, but a firm friend 
to the constitution of my country as by 
law established ; — but a greater impostor 
to the cause of truth, than <^ the pilot 
that weathered the storm," I know not 
where to find. Puilo. 



Finances. 

Sir, — It is not flattery to assert that 
your writings will be consulted so long 
as right and wrong notions of political 
economy have any influence on the hap- 
piness of nations ; but why, Sir, induk^o 
in so much sarcastn against the farmers ; 
they are prostrate opponents, and this 
course from your pen may do harm, for 
you cannot be ignorant that numerous 
classes harbour a deadly hatred against 
the farmers, independent of any justifia- 
ble political animosity. This Is owing to 
the paper system, all the enormities of 
which begin io unfold themselves to the 
most common observer. I know not 
whether Milton made Adam have a fore- 
sight of this scourge of his fallen children ; 
but I am certain that his poem would 
have been more interesting and instruc- 
tive if he had given it the precedence of 
battle, murder, and sddden death ; but 
my chief object in taking the liberty of 
addressing you is to hazard a few remarks 
on the subject which now agitates all 
thinking men, and more particularly me- 
tallic and paper-currency, as very strange 
ideas respecting it seem to have taken 
possession of well-informed minds here 
and on the other side of the Atlantic. 

Gold and silver being eagerly sought 
after for their beauty, durability, and 
scarcity, and, As forming the ba^l* of n^. 
merou^ ornamental and u^efut manufac- 
tures, became valuable \udcpen»Bnt of ^\\ 
convention and ftrg«niei^^^^^4fotceA^ii^^. 
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idtres on commercial nattons ob the uni- 
▼ersal merchandize ; it was not the act of 
coining the precious metals into money 
that mad*' them yaluable, but because they 
were valuable they were made into money. 
It h not the act of the dairy-maid in mak- 
ing up butter into pounds weight that 
Confers any particular ralue on butter, 
but because butter is valuable and useful 
tt is put up into pounds weight for the 
confenience of traffic. Money of gold or 
silver is the merchandize of which erery 
body strives to get as much as possible, it 
is the merchandize by which a man's 
^orth 18 estimated : other merchandize is 
sought for by particular traders only, and 
by the mass of persons in limited quanti- 
ties. Money is governed by the same 
general laws as other merchandize, and as 
it increases in quantity it decreases in its 
power over other things, (for value in ex- 
change means power) unless those other 
things be increased in the same ratio. Of 
course this principle is modified with re- 
spect to all transactions by political events, 
a spirit of speculation, frc.&c The far- 
jner who i^oes to market to sell a quarter 
of wheat, goes thither to hu^ as much 
money as he can get, and the dealer who 
goes with money to purchase wheat, sells 
his money just as much as the farmer sells 
his wheat. The money meaned formerly 
a legal weight and quantity of gold or sil- 
ver, as much as the farmer's bushel means 
a measure of a certain quantity of cubic 
inches, which he is not at liberty to alter, 
because corn may be scarcer at one time 
than at another. If the farmer on the 
supposition that his land would produce 
one hundred quarters of wheat, were to 
give me a promissory-note for one hun- 
dred quarters, and could furnish only 
eighty quarters, his note would be depre- 
ciated twenty per cent, and it would be 
in vain for him to talk to me of arbitrary 
value, as it is quantities that must be ad- 
hered to in all the bailing ; and if Fi- 
. nanciers once lose sight of this, in speak- 
ing of promissory-notes of money as well 
as of other things, they are like mariners 
at sea without a compass. Financiers, 
urged by necessity, have often issued out 
promissory-notes for the delivery of quan- 
tities of money of standard weight and 
^finances at the option of the holders, and 
frequently to a greater amount than the 
relatiye flumey riches of the conntries over 
which they presided would enable them 



to fulfil ; and when a Government^with all 
the purses of the community at command^ 
says that it is inexpedient, or avows its 
inability to pay its guinea note, for in« 
stance, with the quantity and quality of 
gold in a guinea, it is not to be expected 
that any private banker or person will do 
it, and there the Government is like the 
Farmer, who promised one hundred quar* 
ters, and cau only furnish eighty quarters* 
The guinea-note was originally a promise 
to deliver a golden guinea of the weight 
of 5 dwt. 8 grs«; and as long as this pro- 
mise was available, the note was at par^ 
and was an excellent auxiliary to com- 
merce, but as it has been for a length of 
time below the quantity of 5 dwts. S 
grs. we say that it is depreciated, for 
the promise is not equal in quaniiiy to 
the thing promised, and of course not 
equal to so large a quantity of any other 
commodity as the thing promised, viz. the 
5 dwts. 8 grs. would be. If a man owing 
me a pound of butter were to cut off one 
quarter, and give me only the remaining 
three-quarters, he would act by me in the 
same w^y as a person does who, being 
indebted to me in a standard guinea, pays 
me in a guinea note, which happens to be 
at five and twenty per cent, discount. It 
is wild to talk as many have done ever 
since the Bank Restriction Bill, of the 
guinea note and the real guinea being of 
the same value ; but we have nothing to 
do with value, as value merely denotes the 
power which a quantity of one thing ha» 
over a quantity of another thing in ex- 
change. The confusion ofideas arises from 
a partiality to the word value, and our 
not adhering to quantities. If a man 
•wed me a guinea and began to talk to 
me about its value, I should suspect some 
fraud, and should say, ^^ you owe me a 
^' standard guinea, which means a fixed 
^' quantity and quality of gold with a 
^^ legal stamp to certify this, but, not with 
" a view tcJ give it any arbitrary or deter- 
^^ minated value; pay me a guinea, and 
^^ my skill in business and the current 
^^ prices must decide upon its value or the 
*' power that it will have over any other 
^^ thing in the market." It has been as- 
serted that our government has succeeded 
in maintaining the value of the paper-mo- 
ney ; but, unless ike guinea of legal weight 
and the paper guinea note be mutually ex- 
changeable, their value or power cannot ba 
the same, unless we admit that 'utieqatl 
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qaantitief are equal. The guinea note 
which has at times been twenty-fiTe per 
cent, below the real guinea, is now ap- 
proaching to par in the market, as I 
belioTe that gold coald be got for it of 
the weight of a guinea, less aboot six per 
cent. ; but let a strong rumour of war pre- 
vail, and then thoi^h one real guinea 
would be equal only to another, it might 
hare power orer a guinea ncie and a half. 
This would not prore tkat there was less 
gold than before, aiay more than when 
land rose it was a proof that there was 
less land than formerly ; the tmth is, as at 
an auction, plenty of bidders with plenty 
of paper make things rise. In this case 
we arbitrarily judge of the scarcity of gold 
and of other things by a paper measure, 
nlllions of which can be created by a 
dash of the pen. A forced paper money 
is a system of false weights and measures ; 
St is like a clif^ing or sweating of the coin ; 
It divides a currency against itself, destroys 
the equal law of exchange, and gives 
' great political weight to Jews, Bankers, 
and Money-Brokers. The building up of 
this Babel of paper dazsled the farmer, 
#ho was ignorant of its remote consequen- 
ces, and dismayed the Annuitant; the 
taking down of part of this paper tower 
has revived the hope of the Annuitant, 
and sunk the Farmer into despondency ; 
but let not the Annuitant r^oice too 
securely ; let him view the tottering state 
of the structure, «and consider well the 
frightful vicissitudes occasioned by the 
paper system. Do we complain of a want 
of Com, of Cattle, of Merchandize, of 
Houses, of well cultitated Fields ? Ob, 
BO, we have these in abundance, and in 
perfection; we complain of the sudden 
and utijust distribution of these, by an 
arbitrary Paper-Money, referable to no 
ixed quantity, and its twin brother Tax- 
ation. It is a system full of absurdity. 
Grate Senators have lately talked of 
regulating the price of com, which must 
always depend on the greater or lesser 
quantity of money and com at market, mo- 
dified by the demand ; and it is evident that 
to measure or estimate the price of a quar- 
ter of wheat 1^ guinea notes, representiBg a 
fluctuating quantity of gold, or by real 
guineas always of the same quantity, must 
lead to different conclusions; in the former 
case, we are like mariners who are steering 
by a compass, the variation of which is 
not ascertained. Ton should define your 



terms, G«ntlenen ; you, perhaps* do not 
perceive that we are playing a desperate 
game with counters, and that the chances 
are ranningas much against the Farmer at 
they did a little time ago in his favour ; 
cannot you assist him with a bushel or 
two of your imaginary guineas, or at leasts 
witii a peck of your ideal pounds sterling. 
The war,'however, is fortunately over, Imt 
we are unjust in apportioning admiration 
to our deliverers. Talk about our valour 
at Waterloo, it is all eclipsed, bv the supe« 
rior intrepidity of the old lady in Thread>- 
needle-street ; she has done more execu- 
tion with her flying artillery of one pound- 
ers, than all ouc Wellingtoniaos in Spain 
and France ; hm farced marches and court* 
ter marches have astonished Europe; at 
one time she deployed and outflanked her 
opponents, then rapidly forming an echc' 
Ion en potence^ she gave no quarter to the 
numerous rifle corps that assailed her, and 
now she has contracted her veterans into 
a hollow square. Like an experienced 
general, she still keeps them In an impoiing 
attitude, and promises to justify the con- 
fidence of the nation in her astonishing 
manoeuvres. Her maligners say that, had 
she trasted more to mining in her opera- 
tions, the advantages obtained would have 
been more solid, and that her punishment 
in the stocks are unmilitary; however^ 
take her all in all, we shall never look 
upon her like again : hers has been the 
most brilliant dash of the whole war ; here 
was a theme worthy of Walter Scott, he 
might have said without bordering oft 
fancy, ^^ a.milllon tall yeomen would Jrao 
at her word." 

I am, your very obedient servant, 

A^KICOLA. 

LfMU,Jmmar9 30,1816. 

ON THE 

National Debt and Sinking Fund. 
Edhilmrghf JtM. 17, 18 16. 
Mb.Cobbett^— The National Debt has 
always been an object of great import- 
ance; but as it swells in magnitude, it 
swells equally in importance. You, Sir, 
hare written on the National Debt in a 
masterly manner. You have pointed out 
its rise, progress, and effects, so that any 
person of a moderate capacity, may have 
a sufficiently clear Idea of it. You have 
treated of funds, taxes, loans, dividends^ 
discounts, annniUes« omninm, paper-cor- 
rency, bullion, high imd low prices^ ^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



M7] 



On tuv Nationat Debt^^&c. 



t^W- 



«ll»iiges, trade, agriciiUure, &c. &c« in tbe 
most clear aud copious manner. 1 have 
no intention to obt^rude long observations 
00 yott ; Ibey would be both superfluous 
and unseasonable : but, I hope you wiU 
allow me to express how often conviction 
has been impressed on my mind, when I 
read your financial disquisitions. In the 
autumn of 1810, some numbers of your 
Register fell in my way, in which were 
some of your letters entitled ^^ Paper 
against Gold," addressed to the trades- 
men and farmers in and near Salisbury. 
These letters contained opinions so con. 
genial to my own, that I procured the 
Register, and perused all the letters on 
the subject, as they were published, i 
had derived my previous notions of na- 
tional debts an# paper-currency, &c. from 
Smith's Wealth of Nations ; Hume's Es- 
says on Money, Interest, and Public Cre- 
dit; Montesquieu's Spirit of Laws; and 
from pamphlets of the day, of which the 
one that struck me most was, Paine's De. 
cline and Fall of the English System of 
Finance. I have nothing to say as to 
Paine's politics ; but it appears to me, 
that he had a clear idea of paper money 
and the funding system ; his reasonings 
teem well founded, and time has hitherto 
substantially confirmed them. My per- 
suasion of this truth has not been dimi- 
nished but increased by subsequent events. 
Smith, Hume, Montesquieu, and Paine, 
however different in character and poli- 
tics, are quite in unison as to the National 
Debt and its consequences. Your copious 
reasoning, with what I had gleaned from 
these authors, has so confirmed m^ optmon 
that my mind acquiesces in it as in a ma- 
thematical demonstration. However, dif- 
ferent men see things in a difierent light — 
some have reasoned themselves into a 
contrary opinion, some are swayed by 
Interest, some have not considered the 
subject, the most are ignorant, and many 
will have it, that the National Debt is a 
national benefit, that takes at last become 
no burden, that paper-money is equal, if 
not superior, to gold, &c. And such 
are the passions and prejudices of the 
day, that reasonings, like these, are 
said to proceed A'om patriotic motives; 
while the exposition of their futility is 
more than insinuated to proceed from mo- 
tires exactly contrary. But the discus- 
sion of the National Debt is no party 
matter; it is a serious question in po- 



litical arithmeticj the necessary conse- 
quences will eusqe, whatever we think of 
it. Men of all parties have concurred in 
opinion, that the debt, if not checked, will 
be ultimately ruinous. The following are 
testimonies :-:-" The National Debt is the 
" best ally of France." — Pitt, Speech in 
Parliament. ^' Public debts, which at first 
" were a security to governments, by in- 
'' teresting many in the public welfare, 
^^ are likely in their excess to become the 
" means of their subversion." — Burke, 
Reflections on the French Revolution. 
** Either the nation must destroy public cre- 
'^^ dit, or public credit will destroy the na- 
*' tion." — Hume, Essay on Public Credit. 
*' The enormous debts, which at present 
^' oppress, will, in the long run, most pro. 
^^ bafoly ruin all the great natiuns of Eu- 
•* rope." — Dr. Smith, WcaUh of NaHons, 
" chapter on Public Debts. '' La dette 
*' immense de PAngleterrc et de la France 
^^ prepare X ces deux nations, non une 
^^ mine U)tale ou decadence durable, miais 
'^ dc longs malheurs et peut-etre de grands 
" bouleversemens."-rNotc to the article 
Economic in Voltaire's Philosophical Dic- 
tionary, published at Amsterdam in 1789. 
^^ Without embarrassing ourselves with 
^^ complicated ideas,-it may be at once as* 
/^serted, that a nation, which goes on 
^' borrowing and mortgaging without re- 
'' deeming its fu^ds, must at length, like 
^' an individual, become bankrupt, and 
^^ that the ruin this produces will cor- 
^' respond to the magnitude of the bank- 
** ruptcy." — Dr. Currie, Letter Commer- 
cial and Political, addressed (in the name 
of Jasper Wilson) to Mr. Pitt in 179S. 
^^ By .means of National Debts, the wheeJ^ 
<( of several European governments are 
^^ already so much clogged, that it is ira- 
^^ possible they should go on much longer. 
'' We see our taxes, eyen without war, 
'•^ continually increasing. The very, peace 
^* establishment of France could not be 
^^ kept up any longer, and the same must 
^^ soon be the situation of other nations. 
^^ All the causes which have operated to 
'^ the augmentation of these debts, con- 
'Winue to operate, and with increased 
^^ force; so that our approach to this 
'^ great crisis of our afialrs, is not equa- 
^^ ble but accelerated ; the present gene- 
^^ ration has seen the debt of this nation 
^^ rise from a mere trifle to an amount 
^' that already threatens ruin — A^nd will 
'^ not the next generafion, if not the pre^ 
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•< 8«jt, se6 tfcii ruin ?!;-irf>r. Prieiitiy, Let- 
ter/to Mr. Burkt;, in 1701. Th^ are 
testiioonies for you, Mr. Cobbett, both 
of whig and. tory, papist and protesfant, 
alt aniting in the alatmtng nature ' of the 
National Debt. But' how is the CTil to 
be curetl ? How can the debt be liqou 
dated ? It is far easier to get into a trap 
than to get safely, oot of it! Mr. Pitt 
proTided a panacea for this great national 
disease. His grand Sinking Fund hai 
been reckoned the only practicable way 
of relieving us of our mighty load mf 
debt ! We have been in^trncled :^^t« be- 
^^ hold with reverential awe this only hope 
^' of the nation I" In Uie House of .Lords 
on Monday, April )2, UB19^ the follow- 
ing sunerlative encomitiins were pro* 
nounced on Pites Sinking Fond r ^^ The 
^' E^rl of Liverpool said.that he rose to 
^ call the attention.pf the House to a most 
<< essential measore of public relief. Of 
^^all the acts of his great frietid, the late 
^^ Mr. Pitt, the greatest, perhaps, was the 
^ establishment of the Smkitig FvacZ/and 
^^ his adhering to. it under all circum* 



ba^ broken in upon— a pnrt of It, at 
least, has been averted from its origkial 
purpose ; but if it had been left to operate 
in the freest manner, I am fully persuaded 
that it never could have been, and never 
will be, of any considerable efficacy ;tn 
relieving us of the National Debt, as l^mg 
as the borromng syHem goes on. My 
reasons are these : five Commissioners, the . 
Speaker of the House) of CooHnons, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Master 
of the Rolls, the Governor and Dq)uty* 
Quvarnor of the Bank of England, re« 
ceive from Government a million a year^ 
in quafterly payments of J^50,<XX), to 
purchase stock or annuities, the interest 
(or dividends) of which is to accumulata^ 
with the principal. They have dAio reb 
ceived one per cent, on all the loans siao^ 
1792, with one or two exceptions. From 
all sources ihej now receive (it is said) 
about three miUums ererj quarter of a 
year, and the whole stock purchased may 
amount to 300. millions sterling. — k is. 
needless to be more particular ; this suu»* 
mary statement is aufficient. Novr, on 



^^ stances. His fame would rest securely I the whole, does not suspicion arise in the 
^^ on thai act alone^ if there was nolhing I mind, even on the first consideration of 



^^ else on vvhich it might be expected to 
" stand.*' . " The Marquis of Lanidowne 
^^ said that he viewed the Sinking Fand 
^ with as much admiratioui as the Noble 
<^ Earl: but, in his. opinion, it was not 
^^ so much the discovery and -establish. 
«^ ment of the fund by Mr. Pitt, for which 
^^ the country owed him- xts^etemal gratis 
<< tude, as it did for the guards which he 
<c set upon it, that Jt might not be altered." 
But the Earl of Lauderdale appears to 
havfi been less dazzled with the shining 
merits of this grand Sinking Fund. '^ The 
<< Earl of Lauderdale could not altogether 
"agree vrith the. two Noble Peers who 
^^ had spoken. He had always considered 
^^ (and he was glad that better authorities 
^^ than himself had entertained the same 
<^ opinion) that the Sinking Fund was a 
^^ most infamous agent to increase the 
*^ burdens of the people in time of war; 
^^ and in time of .peace, it was a most 
'^ mischievous agent for relieving the Na* 
^ tional debt." I not only agree with Lord 
lAuderdale in what he says, but I freely 
declare that I look on Mr. Pitt's Sinking 
Fund as one of the grandest delusions ever 
practised on the credulity of tliis nation, 
not facepthig even the Soutii Sea* bubble 
in 17W. TheStnking;fniid.bas already 



th^ subjeiit ? Can a nation grow rich, by 
paying interest to itself on its own debts? 
Can a nation ever piiy off its debts' with 
mortgaged taxes or borrowed money? 
Bat, to be more particular, government 
givlB borrozted money or taxes to buy up 
government debts ! All is debt ; the 
w^ole is a paper.transaction. The an* - 
nual milUofif received by the Cemmissioni^ n 
ers, is an annual addtOon to the National 
Bebt or to the taxes ; the interest (or di. 
videndb) which they receive, is paid in 
notes, which are acknowledgments ofdsht; 
the stock itself which they purchase, is a 
debt due by government. In the whole 
round of the circje, the goverhment is 
both debtor and creditor ; the debt paid 
with one hand is contracted with the 
other ; Peter is robbed to pay Paul. — The 
more stock the (Commissioners buy, the 
more government is mfebted; and the 
people are not relieved, for the interest 
on what is called the redeemed debt is 
still paid from the taxes ; i^nd even If it 
were not paid, or taxes equivalent to it 
repealed, the burden vrould soon be as 
heavy as ever, for new loans wAuld imme* 
diately require the laying on of new iaxes^ 
This would be taking ^^ ^i^ oiie baud 
and laying on wt* ^^^ OUiw. \^ *^^^^ ^^* 
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Sinking Fund if foperltdf elj abtnrd. It 
cannot reduce the debt. If it had nerer 
existed^ the nation would at this time 
have been the whole of its amount, or 300 
millions, iest in debt. Instead of checking 
and diminishing the debt, it affords facili« 
ties for centring more ! — It is merely 
an engine in the hands of government for 
casting dust in the eyes of the public, and 
giving the minister of the day the power 
of infuencing the stock-market in his fa- 
vour! If the money receifed by the 
Commissioners were got wUh<mi 6ornM»* 
img^ or from a surpi»9 of taste§f and the 
whole in metaUic or vtdid borrency, the 
case would be altered ; the Goremmeot 
would be engaged in no new mortgages, 
Md tome rel^f would be obtained. The 
Americans, in time of peace, pay off their 
debts in this manner. This is real re« 
demption. But our goTemment cannot 
do this ; every thing with them is mort* 
gaged ; nothing is free ; all b dc^ and 
of a hopeless magnitude ! Nothing can 
be of any avail to diminish the NaUonal 
Debt, except what has a tendency to stop 
borrowing, and to produce a mrvlut of 
revenue above the expenditure. If it be 
possible finally to liquidate the debt, what 
means should be med but tiie contrary of 
those by which it has been contracted ? 
Let peace be cultivated aad war avoided ; 
let there be no more borrowing; let as 
much surplus revenue as possible be pro- 
cured to pay off the debt : — if this be not 
done, the Sinking Fund will be of no 
«vail. As long as the funding system 
continues, theie will always be a wide dis- 
proportion between what Is called there- 
deemed and unredeemed debt. Like a 
geometrical progression, the longer the 
series, the wider the difference. As a part 
can never be equal to the whole, as a 
branch cannot suppoi^ the trunk, as a 
tottering house cannot be supported by a 
buttress built on the top of it, so a Sink- 
ing Fund, which springs from, and lives 
on, the borrowing system, can never be 
the preservation of that system. A mil- 
lion or two separated, every quarter of a 
year, from an annual revenue of above 
70 millions, and accumulating at com- 
pound inter/ftst, may be calculated, in a 
certain number of years, to liquidate a 
debt of UOO millions ; but there nevef 
can be aay practical result. Such a mass 
of gold cannot exist ; tho accumulation 
would l>e noo^nally in i»per ; as it rose 



in amount, it would lose its powen of 
purchase ; and responsible borrowers and 
creditors would at last faU, from the im* 
possibility of employing capital in any 
profitable undertaking. These and othtt 
causes, discoverable only by experience^ 
would prove the impractica^ili^ of the 
speculation. The only ratioaal purpose 
of the Sinkitig Fund seems tp be the mak* 
ing up of a purse at one time to be spent at 
another. In Ais respect, it resembles the 
ancient practice of Kings In collecting a 
treasure for future exigences. As such, 
it must be a tempting object in the eye of 
a needy minister* Accordingly, Mr. Van* 
sittart, unable to resist the temptation, or 
impelled by necessity, has laid his band^ 
on a part of the Sinking Fund. This es- 
tablidies a precedent I have no doubt 
that in a lew years, the whole or nearly 
the whole of tiie Sinking Fund wiU be 
applied to the current expences of Govern- 
ment ; so tiMt, at last, it will be just the 
same as if a Sinking Fund had never 
existed.— .^id all this will be done with 
sach78ae#M, as still to bestow the loudest 
praises on the genius of Pitt and the ad^ 
vantage of his fund. It will be devoured, 
not abusively by declared enemies, but by 
pretended friends, amidst a profusion of 
compliments !-^Tbe Edinburgh Review- 
ers estimate tiie annual produce of tiie 
Sinking Fond ^<At M millions, after mak- 
^^ing the deductions for the operations 
'^ which have lately been practised upon 
^* it." From extracts, which I made from 
the daily papers, the following is my cal- 
culation. Cancelled of the Sinking Fund, 
pursuant to 63 Geo. III. cap. 60, 
j^94,777,IOO.— Nov. 15tb, 1813, a loaa 
oi^% millions, 3 per cents 177, produced 
stock <£S8,040,O0O.— Jan. 1 3th, 1814, a 
loan of I8{ millions, 3 per cents 16i{, 
produced stock £28,397,60a — ^Aod June 
14th, 1816, half of loan of 97 millions, 
and 18 millions of Exchequer Bills, 
produced stock jf 35,444,000 : — in all 
jf 197,658,600, provided for by ^< can* 
^^ celling a certain amount of stock in 
^^ the hands of the Commissioners." Sa 
says the speech of th^ Chancellor of the 
Exchequer: — thus it appears that no- 
mere than about 100 milKMS of Sinking 
Fund remain . tincattceked, . The sevea 
millions of Interest which the Reviewori 
propose to take annually from the fund^ 
are therefore not to be found ! Their 
proposed Sinking Fand of five mil** 
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lions is Dot left. Pray, Mr. Cobbett, in- 
Ttstigate this matter, and let me know if 
I be rigbt. If so, let our *' northern lo- 
^^minaries" know their error, that they 
'may spin their speculations over again 
and learn to mix reason with authority. 
Modesty is highly becoming, even in men 
of the most saperlatiTe genius. 

G.D. 



CovMOv's Debate op Feb. 1, 1816. 
(CmidMded/nm P^ge n4.) 

That some distress must follow from 
the change in onr condition, in conse- 
^vrnice of the cessation of war, was na- 
turally to be apprehended, but he was 
afraid that all the distress which now ex- 
isted in this country was not at all attri- 
batabie to that change. There was In 
fret only one effectual remedy for the 
public distress, namely, the reduction of 
taxation. [Hear, hear, hear ! J It was in 
Tain to think of such expedients as had 
been last year resorted to with respect to 
the corn trade. — Parliament must strike 
at the root of the eril which afflicted the 
country, and especially agriculture, by 
reducing the taxes. He agreed with what 
the Noble Lord had said with rc^rd to 
the propriety of holding the Sinking Fund 
sacred. The public faith imperiously de- 
manded the resolution which the Noble 
Lord had expressed. For whaterer ca- 
lamity might befal the country, the in- 
terest of the public creditors should be 
untouched and unbroken, as through 
those creditors the country had been en- 
abled to make such unexampled exertion 
throughout the war, and therefore, what- 
erer might be the principal object or re- 
sult of (hat war, the claim of those credi- 
tors to remuneration was quite indisputa- 
ble. [Hear, hear!] The Learned Gentle, 
man enforced the necessity of a rigid eco- 
nomy In etery branch of our expenditure, 
Hrilitary, ciril, and financial ; and strongly 
recommended a Tigilant superin tendance 
In the distribution of our resources. He 
therdbre hoped that the House would 
hear no more of propositions to pay the 
debts of one branch of the Royal Family, 
or to make any grant to another; but 
that erery practiei&le retrenchment would 
be made with a Tiew to lighten the public 
burthens. He apprehended, indeed, that 
unless such rigid economy were obserred, 
and inch substantial reductions made. 



Parliament would at last be obliged to 
break faith with the public creditor 

Mr. Coke (of Norfolk), rorcibl> pour- 
tray ed the distress of the Xgricuitiiral In- 
terest, particularly in the Barley Coon« 
ties, of which the county he had the ho* 
nour to represent was perhaps the first 
in the kingdom. That distress was in- 
deed such that there was but too much 
reason to apprehend a considerable fall- 
ing off in our agricultural produce. He 
was ne? er one of those who sought after 
or wished for high prices, all he dosired was 
a steady market for the Agriculturist, the 
want of which was now most sensibly feU» 
With a Tiew to provide such a market 
for the cultivator of barley, who was at 
present the principal sufferer, he thought 
the war tax upon malt ought to be prompt- 
ly repealed. Such repeal was indeed so 
desirable from yarious considerations^ 
that he pledged himself to submit a mo- 
tion to the House upon the subject, if 
not brought forward by his Majesty's 6o- 
▼ernment. 

Mr. TiERMET said, that wbhing to guard 
himself against any misconstruction in the 
vote whidi he intended to give in iavour 
of the Address, he by no means proposed 
to agree with the Noble Secretary in* pro* 
noundng the peace glorious. He did not 
indeed, as yet, feel himself competent to 
express any dedsive <>p^nion upon the 
measure. He considered that through the 
war the glory of our arms had been con- 
siderably enhanced, but the character of 
the country not overmuch. There were 
some parts of the speeeh from th^ throne 
which met his unqualified approbation. 
For instance, he rejoiced in the Prince 
Regent's recommendation of economy, , 
because it naturally warranted an in- 
ference, that when his Royal Highnesr 
recommended economy to others, he in- 
tended to practise it himself. [A laugh, and 
hear, hear!] He I^ad heard of some fresh 
arrears upon the Civil List, but after this 
auspicious recommendation to economy, 
he could not at all believe the rumour. 
He, indeed, took it for granted, (looking 
significantly at the Treasury Bench) that 
the rumour was totally unfounded, and 
that no further applicati6n would be made 
to Parliament upon this subject, [a laugh, 
and hear, hear !] or for the payment of 
the debts of the Royal Family — Aa to 
the Noble Secretary's ^^^^de againat tbe, 
observations of hia Uj^^cdFtVeud ^^t. 
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Broil j^bam) vith respect to the copduct 
and character of Ferdinand the 7th, he 
Bhoald only say, that the Noble Lord was 
ezcessirely mistaken, if in any combina- 
tion of* the Sovereigns of Europe against 
the rights of the people, he could calcu- 
late npon the suppression of the freedom 
of speech in that House; [hear!] or that 
the misconduct of Rings could, in that 
assombly at least, escape censure. The 
Noble Lord, therefore, might tell M. 
Talleyrand, or any other of his new al- 
' lies, when next he should happen to meet 
them, that whatever they might think of 
ihe rights or feelings of the people, the 
representatives of the people of England 
would speak just as they thought proper 
ofthemisbehaviour of Sovereigns, however 
l^itimately seated npon the throne [hear!] 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, who 
was always pleased and smiling under 
-'any difficulty, had endeavoured to answer 
the complaint as to the^extraordinairy delay 
which had taken place in the meeting of 
Parliament, by stating that the Treaty 
was not ratified until the 90th of January, 
and that Parliament met in 10 days af- 
terwards. But this statement lost all 
weight, from the recollection of this fact^ 
that according to the Prince Regent's 
Proclamation in November last, it was 
determined by Ministers that Parliament 
should not meet until the 1st of February, 
at whatever time the Treaty might be ra- 
tlfied. Thus a deliberate insult was of- 
fered to Parliament, by postponing its 
assemblage until the Treaty should be 
absolutely concluded, and till this mat- 
ter should be so settled, that Parliament 
should not have In its power to counsel, 
to counteract, or to countervail the con- 
ditions of the Treaty. VVas is not then 
quite a mockery to submit a Treaty to the 
consideration of Parliament three months 
after it had been concluded, when no 
essential dissention was left to the Legis- 
lature as to the act of the Government? 
But the determination of Ministers to put 
off the meeting of Parliament^ was still 
more obvious from the first proclamation 



of the Regent, for that proclamatioa 
betrayed at once the desire to get rid 
of the trouble of Parliament and the pri- 
vileges of the Members of that Honse, 
the proclamation being for ninety days^ 
and, if it had not been for the second 
proclamation to correct the blunder of 
the first, it was very possible the Hoose 
might baVd met to-day with rather a thia 
attendance [laugh] . Did such postpone 
ment manifest due attention to the dignity 
of Parliament t Suppose the T-reaty con. 
tained a condition to maintain a standing 
army not provided for by law, or to jnu 
pose a pecuniary contribution, what would 
it avail to consult Parliament upon such 
arrangements after they were adopted ? 
But, independently of the conditions of 
the Treaty, it was the duty of Ministers 
to have assembled Pajlia,meiH in Novem- 
ber lasf^ in order to consider the dh- 
tresses of the count i^y. The Chahcdldr 
of the Exchequer stated truly, that from 
the consideration of that distress, he nevdf 
spent a more disagreeable summer thab 
the last. But if the Right Honourable 
Gentleman experienced so much pain 
from the. contemplation, how much must 
the farmers have felt from the actual suf- 
fering? and what mitigation of that pain 
could the farmers derive from the Right 
Honourable Gentleman*^ sympathy?-^ 
But if Parliament were sitting, some re- 
lief might have been afforded; for al* 
theugh he agreed with his Learned Friend 
(Mr, Homer) in deprecating any experi- 
ments, the public would have been na- 
turally disposed to look with confidence 
to the deliberations of Parliament for 
every practicable relief— at all event.s, 
they would have expected a full conside- 
ration of their case. The Right Honor- 
able Gentleman concluded a peculiarly 
impressive speech, by expressing a hope 
that that House would' not be called on 
to vote supplies until apprized of the real 
extent of the peace establishment.-— [To 
this Lord Castlereagh appeared to us to 
assent.] 
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TO THS 

P£Of|.E Qr THs United States of 
. America. 

LETTER 11. 

Siir &gainsi the Income Taoe» — Siahtmnt 
of the queUion ai issue. — *jSquire JoHer* 
head^s farms m Jeopardy. — Persecutors 
begin to otnuri ist their turn, — Nun^er* 
aus MeeHssgs. — Princesses Marriage,-*- 
RemlsiMe of the Regenfs health. 

In mj Regbters of last Sumtner, whfcii) 
1 8W, fiar^ been rq>a^ltthed id your cotn* 
try, I many thoes obsenred, that the af- 
hin of tins littlie bee-hire of a nation 
vere assuming an entirely new aspect, 
cod that, in all probability, this writer 
would discover decided marks of an ap- 
proaching important crisis. So it has 
turned out ; and all the dreams of tran 
qniinty and happfness ; all' the dreams of 
a fettled And qniet sabmission to what is 
called <^ hgUimax^^ee have yanished Info 
air. If^ indeed, this goTemment, 'though 
it be stush as I have, in iotmer wxnAmn, 
described it to yoa, had had iso interest of 
ifsbt to pay, tranqniUity at home would 
hare ferflowed peace with foreign nations. 
The English people, glutted with conquest 
and with glory, and da2iled withth^ 
splendid ieats which closed the war, might 
hare been contented f but, to hare war- 
taxes to pay in peace, while the means' of 
paying, owliigto an alteration in the nilue 
of the currency, were diminished one-half 
in tlteil^ amount, wHs a Kttlfe too much to 
be silently end\ired. 

Accordlflgly, the country f s, at this mo- 
ment, agitated fhnir one end of it to the 
other in opposition to a' continuand^ of the 
Income^ or, as it is called. Proper^ Taac. 
To make the question at isrsne clear to 
erery one, a titHe etpTanatton fo ncfoedsary . 
This Tt» w*!r firtt laid on byPftt. It w'as 
taken off at the Peace of Atitfeirs. Laid 
en si 5 per centum by AddhigtM when 
that peace warbreken, raised afteriirarift' 
by Pitt to dl, and by the Whigs ^Ot Tox 
at their bei^ tOytft cefntj af 'idrich rate 
itharamtteMtftdrthhrday; OrtHcroir* 



pressireness and odiousness of thia tai yott 
hate been before infonned. But, the rea* 
sons why the Minister now wishes to re- 
tahr/t a* 5 per oentvm ought to be af IttCf* 
aaore folly explained than I Aare yet aee« 
them explained. 

The produce of the whole of omr taxes 
has, of late years, been* about 70 millions. 
Monstrous as thi9 appears, the nattoo, I 
mean Great Britdkiy thtft is to say, I 
mean England alone; for Scotland piii3rf 
hardly any thing, and poor Ireland has liet 
own Debt and Taxes. When fHsqce watf 
really come, the people expected to get 
rid of all the Taxe^ called <« Wecr-Taxes;^ 
amounting to about ^k) milKons a year, of 
which 14 minions arose from the Tax oii 
Income. I hare, ail along, been telSfng 
them that they could not ge€ rid of tb^ 
war-taxi|8. I hare repeated a fhoesiind 
times ,Q¥er, that "pey must continue to pay 
the wm'-taxes xn peace; or hate loanff in* 
peace > or, yrrpe off a part, at least, of the' 
.Debt with a sponge. But, I Waa not be- 
liered. Indeed, I was not heard* I holdf 
.k mf haiKb not asore than aboat mhus^ 
dredth part of the pawers of thd JCagMsb 
press, and, besides, I had to contl^nd* 
against a hundred to one, erery onfe- of 
that hundred hirnng full Kberty fo say 
what it pteased against me, whHe 1 watf 
compefled to bejrSry cautious as t6 what I 
said against ;t|r^m. In dibrt, I wtts Com«^' 
pfllcd to. tight* in^drfcfed glavesy While my* 
adr^ries oattililat me witfa nak0d Asts. ^ 

The nation #d, indeed, begior to M 
: alarmed last year,^^hen the pSdce ^t ^n des 
w«re talked ^- Fut, stih, t^ey refled' oil 
what w»S i^led ih^JitHHof parliament. 
Or, niDfer prtjperiy peaking, they cotild 
not h^levey thitt, wh^ the ivar wai ot^, 
war-faxes^ ytojild b& , conthiued. S^ 
power hare ^tiords H -tf^co? thertfbr^, tti^ 
began to ii|id,> timt^e^f^ aft^ ^%^ 
plete orerthrow ^-Nipoleon; an*Ke 
was actually in our curtody <biW, J«^ 
he was as much in^^^y^^^^^ 
W in the po^ <A **J£'f^L!r%2S 
saw that Prance ^r^^ t?S^ii5^ 
afterali^ttll^ they t^ 
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too, for rears, and that my predictions 
were'reaiiy>at last, going to be ferified 
to the rery letter ; when they found this, 
they took the alarm ; which alarm has 
produced the effect which we shall, by- 
«nd-by, more particularly notice. 

The gofernment, to speak In round 
numbers, wants 44 millions a year for the 
«8es of its DeUf and 20 millions for army, 
navy, and other annual ezpences. It 
proposes to raise 70 millions, as osaaT, in I 
taxes ; but, as it proposes to take off half 
the Income tax, it will raise, according to 
its own ' calculation, only 63 millions. 
But, then, it has, for this year borrowed 
6 millions of the Bank; which pretty 
nearly puts it upon a level with its de- 
mands. I have not the accounts and esti- 
mates yet in an official form. I do not, 
therefore, speak with precision; but, I 
am near enough the mark to answer the 
present purpose. 

Thus, you see, the Income Tax is tUl 
necessary to carry on the peace! Bear in 
mind, that the whole of the war-iaxei 
amounted to 20 millions a year. The 
whole was expected to be taken off at the 
peace ; but, then, as the goTernment debt 
now demands 44 millions a year, it does, 
you perceire, swallow up the whole of 
the taxes, the mar taxes only excepted ! 
What was, then, to be done? Why, re- 
dnce the interest of the debt; or, stop the 
Sinking Fund which would destroy the 
capital of the Debt ; or, continue to make 
Loans in time of peace; or, make the 
Mople pay mar^taxes in time of peace. 
J^th^ M the three first will, when adopt* 
ed (for adopted one or the other must be 
at no distAut day) gtre the whole system a 
terrible shock. The first veasnre, though 
openly spoken of by great numbers of 

SrsoQS,, and though, in fact, proposed by 
r. Prsstok ; and though, perhaps, real- 
ly the best thing that could be done eren 
for the Fund-holders themselves, is a mea- 
sure too frightful for the nerves of the Mi- 
nisters ; it would excite such a sensation, 
affix such disgrace upon the Pitt system, 
and give such triumph to the opponents of 
that system ; it would, in short, produce 
such a revolution In men's minds as to the 
characters and abilities of our rulers, that 
a change in the mode of ruling must speed- 
ily follo.w. The second measure, a stop« 
page 9f:the Sinking Fund, would have 
nearly the same effipct. It would destroy 
all confidenoe in the capita of the Debt ; 



and would, in all probability, bring the 3 
per cents down from 00 to SO in the 
course of a month. The third measore^ 
though not so flagrant in its tendency, 
must produce, in a short time, similar re- 
sults ; for, to make loans to pay the inie' 
rest of loans already made, would be such 
a shameful proof of insolvency as to leave 
very few persons indeed blind to the con- 
sequences ; to say nothing of the jew- 
like terms on which the money would be 
lent. Still this has been done in part in 
the loan of 6 millions from the Bank. 
But, this is a sort of loan that does not 
make the usual noise of a common loan. 
To have borrowed openly, in the usual 
way, would have been a notorious and 
striking fact, quite unequivocal as to the 
question of the credit and means of the 
government. 

These three measures being, therefore, 
so objectionable, it was resolved to resort 
to the fourth, namely, to keep on the whole 
of the 26 millions of war.taxes, except 
about 7 millions of Income Tax ; that is 
to say, one half of it, the "whole of the In- 
come Tax being, as I before observed, 14 
millions and a little more. But, the peo- 
ple of all ranks have taken the alarm at 
this proposition, and are now bestirring 
themselves in a manner that I have never 
before seen them, since I have known any 
thing of public affairs. The Country- 
Gentlemen, so long dead to all those feel- 
ings, which distinguished their ancestors ; 
so long sunk in a sort of unaccountable 
apathy ; so long the tame followers of 
every minister, and the submissive slaves 
of impudent upstart placemen, or (ashamed 
to act this base part before the eyes of the 
world) $o long self-banished to their es- 
tates, and become the orators at agricul- 
tural meetings and cattle-shows, instead 
of taking, as they formerly did, the lead 
in deciding on questions of war or of tax- 
ation ; this description of persons, so long 
dead to their country, seem, at last, to 
be stirring Into life. They seem, at last, 
to have perceived that they must now 
make a stand,. or passively behold their 
estates pass away from them for ever. It 
is not now a question of more or less. 
Georob Rose (of whose origin and pro- 
gress I will give you an account by-and- 
by) once told them, in a pamphlet ctlled 
a View of the Finances, that the nation 
was called upon for a salvage! Tl^ told 
them, they would lose their all if they did 
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not pay taxes to carry on the war. And, 
iiuLty therefore, whateyer they retained 
was so much gained! But, I Mrill say 
more of this man and of At> mode of pay- 
ing sal f age by-and-by. 

It is not now, however, a question of 
salvage. It is a question of forfeiture. 
It is a question of total stripping ; and, 
the Country Gentleman who does not see 
this must be a bom ideot. 

It is notorious, that the produce of the 
laud has fallen more than one hajf in 
price. It is worth a half less than it was, 
upon an average, before the end of the 
war IB 1814. It is also notorious, that 
this has not arisen from any peculiar cir- 
cumstance in the seasons, or connected 
with I he crops; but, from a change in the 
value of the currency of the country, and, 
how that change has been effected you 
hare seen, in No. ^ of the Register pub- 
lished at New York, where the whole 
mystery is clearly developed. This being 
the case and the nominai amount of the 
taxes continuing the same as before, it is 
manifest, that, in reality, the land pays dou* 
ble the tax that it paid before ; and, it is 
also manifest, that, if no alteration take 
place in the Civil List, in the pay of place- 
men, pensioners, and fund-holders, these 
classes must, in a ^ery few years, swallow 
up the whole fee-simple of the land. 

The operation, which is to lead to this 
result, has been, unwittingly, very well 
explained by our little Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in stating what he has been 
pleased to call his remedy. He says : ^^ I 
*^ intend to make no more loans ; but to 
^^ continue to raise taxes, in order to pay 
*^ the interest of the Debt in. full and also 
^^ to keep up the Sinking Fund in full 
^^ operation. The Sinking Fund is 14 
^* millions a year. These will be laid out 
^ in the buying up of Stock, and thus will 
^ 14 millions a year be let loose and 
^* thrown over the country to ASSIST the 
** land-owners and farmers,^^ That is to 
say, to assist them in getting rid of their 
estates; for, that this would be the effect 
is as clear as day-light. ^ ^ 

This gentleman, our Chancellor, seems 
to have read Adam Smith and Steuart,and 
to hare got hold of a parcel of phrases, of 
which, if put to the test, I really do not 
believe he understands any thing at all of 
the meaning. They are sets of words 
without any clear notions attached to 
them. He) to use the expression of our 



most valuable writer, ^^ means not, but 
^^ blunders round about a meaning." He 
tells us that his scheme is to throw 14 mil- 
lions of capital every year about the coun* 
try, and that, as the landlords and farmers 
will get this cc^itcd into their hands, it 
will afford them great and effectual relief 
The poor man, who really is a very inof- 
fensive, and used to be, a very modest, 
man, does not appear to keep in his head, 
that these 14 millions Ave first to be raised 
from the land in taxes. But, how few 
heads are there in this world capable of 
tracing millions of taxes through their se- 
veral movements to their results! 

If, indeed, these 14 millions of money 
were distributed about the country after 
being brought from abroad, and without 
the landholders giving any thing in ex- 
change for them, the relief would be not 
only effectual, but instantaneous. If the 
14 millions were to be brought from 
abroad, or, even from some part of Eng- 
land, and paid to the fundholders, with- 
out having been first taken from the land- 
holders (amongst whom I include internal 
traders who all depend on the land]|r; then 
the effect would be to afford retief'ihongh 
in a slower and less effectual way. But, 
to suppose, that the landholders are to be 
reliex>ed by being compelled to p^y,firsty 
14 millions, and then to be enabled to 
borrow the same 14 millions, is an idea so 
absurd, so ridiculous, that one can hardly 
believe one*s own eyes, when one sees it 
in print, and attributed to a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

To use illustrations which are a s6rt of 
mental leading-strings exposes the writer 
to the charge of presumption ; because it 
seems to say, that he doubts of the capa- 
city of his readers. Yet, in a general ad- 
dress like this, which pre-supposes an un- 
acquaintance with the subject in a part, 
at least, of those under whose perusal it 
may fall, and whose pursuits may have 
withheld their minds from studies of this 
kind, I shall hope to be excused, if I here 
resort to this method of placing in the full 
glare this gross absurdity of affording re* 
lief by the means of taxation. 

Suppose Giles Jolterhead, Esqr. to hare 
20 farms, each of which yield him a gross 
rent of 200 pounds a year ; and that he 
pays out of his rent of 4,00Qi. a year 
1,000/. in taxes towav^^^ t\ve ^xpences of 
the government .l>ebt. |^^ consequence of 
an alteration io ^^® ^^^^« of tha cuvtwiq^^ 
1% 
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vfhent falls from 14^. to 7s. a bushel. It 
is clear that his rents must fall from 4:,000/. 
to 2,000/. a year ; and, if he continue to 
pay 1,000/. a year towards the Debt, it is 
clear, that his spending income is, in fact, 
reduced to 1,000/. instead of 3,000/. a 
year. Thus far this is the real state of 
the landlords in England. But, while 
they are thus reduced, by the very same 
means, the fund-holder's income is raised^ 
and thaf, too, in the same proportion. 
Wellp the situation of 'Squire Jolterhead 
is truly distressing. He lays down his 
hounds and three out of four of his hunt- 
ers, and packs off a couple or three ser- 
rants to begin with. People ask him 
tchj/. He ** likes coursing better.'* But, 
tlie Greyhounds are still expensive. The 
Taxgatber comes thundering at the door ; 
talks so loud (with his hat on all the 
whil^) that the servants hear his voice 
quitQ into the Hall. Away go the beau- 
tiful Greyhounds dancing and capering to 
the pippin-tree. Four or five more visits 
from the man with the ink-bottle at his 
button-hole send off a brace out of three 
gardeners, turn the close-shayen lawn into 
a roui^h bit of pasture, " Madam liking 
to tee sheep and cows grazing close to the 
** windows." Shooting is now become 
the 'Squire's sole delight. TheTaxgather^r 
still returns as regularly as old Time him- 
sMf, and as Time pertinacious and irresisti- 
ble in his course. What is now to be 
done? Ajre the dappled Pointers, with 
noses keener than the air itself and staunch 
as a rock ; ar^ they, and are the little 
true-bred Spaniels with ears and dew- 
laps sweeping the ground, an^ with sport- 
anticipating tongues that would almost 
*' create a soul under the ribs of death ;*' 
are all these too ; are all the fainily fa- 
Yourites of a century, all io be destroyed 
'^at one fell swoop?" Is their death- 
warrant signed in the book of taxe^ l Is 
their doom irrevocable? Is there no 
respite ? " Rirfiament will surely^ do 
** tomeihtng for us /" 

Thus exclaims 'Squire Jolterhead, sitr 
ting by his parlour-fire, with poor old Don, 
resting his chin on one knee while Bustle 
Is pawing the other, and both soliciting 
the applauding pat on the head, wKjch so-^ 
lioitatton, in former times would ^have 
been^ so graciously and gaily ansT^reij ; 
but, instead of which their, caresses awaken 
lathe master's mind no feelings but tliose 
^'"^^ ttifjf tliamej and melancholy. He 
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sees 'Squire Crack^Louse, the army Tay- 
lor, and 'Sq^uire Turpentine, the Spirit Con* 
tractor, add 'Squire Garbage, the Meat 
Contractor, and 'Squire Beaonoeal, the 
Biscuit and Bread Contractor, a.nd 
'Squire Glanders, the Horse Contractor, 
and an infinite number of others all sal- 
lying out around him with gay equipiiges 
or numerous troops of hunters and fol- 
lowers; and, while he is thus musing on 
his altered state, Madam awakens bim 
with a proposition to apply to his friends in 
London tp^ct places for his sons. " Don't 
" tell me," says she, '^ why,, who has so 
'^ good a right as you to ask for' places for 
" your sons? Was you not the first man 
" to sign your name to the resolutions for 
^^ the support of the Bank when it stopped 
^^ payment ? and was it not you who called 
" out the yeomanry cavalry to keep dotrn 
^^ Paine's Eights of Man and the Jacobins ? 
" Did you not fall out with one of your best 
^^ friends because he blamed the sending 
^^ the Scotch Reformers to Botany Bay ? 
** Did you not carry up an address to his 
^^ Majesty when Peg Nicholson attempted 
'^ his sacfed life; aye, and; you mi^t 
^^ have been made a Knight, too, and have 
'^made me a Lady, that you. might, if 
" you had had any regard for roe. (fVeep^ 
" ^ngy* — ** Come, come, my dear, never 
^^ mind that now : let us think how we 
" can save the poor Spauieh." — " SpanielS| 
" indeed ! Think how you can save your 
'^family. Zounds! go at once and get 
" places for your sons. What have you 
^^ been voting and bawling for, if you are 
^^to get nothing? Did you not go, at the. 
"risk of your life, to disperse the Par-, 
" liamentary Reformers, and when they 
^^ laughed aty ou and calleil you a chuckled- 
" headed fopi, did you not charge them 
^^ with high treason ? Did you not keep us 
^f up all ^ight and remain booted and 
^* spurred rpady to set off with your te- 
'^ nants to help put Burdett into the tower? 
** Did you. not go into mourning when 
^^ Tooke and Hardy w^e acquitted ? Did 
" you not get drunk as a beast, and make 
^' all the neighbourhood drunk and cram 
'\ them with sheep and oxen roasted wl^olci, . 
^^ at the Jubilee and when bonapar^^ wa^s. 
^« sent^ff to St^fiplena ? Havci you not al- 
" w«iys stuck to y pur loyalty; would yjou 
" ever let u?. haye any but a loy^J n^ws- 
« paper, and did yaimo{ turn outycw^^bfit 
^^ tenant because he w^^^ld contin^^ to take 
«ln Cobbett'a Register?"— <• Yes, yes. 
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^< my dearv I Icnow I did ; I Ilhow verj 
<< well that I did. Bat, pray for God's 
^* take^ay no iii<h« about if : say no 
" mor^Siboat it.*'—** I will say more 
^^ about ; and I say that your sons ought 
^* to have places under go? emment ; for, 
** I do not see why Mr. Crack-I^use and 
^* Mr. Garbage and the rest of them are to 
^^ get so rich and boy all the land up, 
*' while we are compelled to lay down 
>^ our carriage, and"* « ♦ ♦ • 

A loud kaock at the door puts an end 
to her harangue. The 'Squire is all iu a 
sweat for fear. It is not the Taigatherer 
however, this time. It is the Post-boy . 
with the Courier, containing an account 
•of the Chancellor's remetfy. ** A remedy, 
/^nydear! Here it n. Fourteen roil* 
** lions a year to be thrown Mo the couo- 
**try to relieve the landed interest." — 
>' Fourteen millioos, my dear: bless me! 
^ How much do you think we shall 

**haTe?'» — *'I don't know I don't 

** know .... Let me see. . . .Fourteen mil- 
^^Hons to be thrown into the country. 
^^ But, then, here is something about taxes 
^^ to the amount of the same fourteen mil- 
^^ lions.— These, I suppose, are to be 
^ taken frost the army taylors and their 
^^ contractors .... No .... Let me see ... . 
^ I can't make it out for my life." At last 
in conies the Apothecary, who has just 
been reading the Register, and the difficult 
•passage being submitted to him, he 9ays : 
^ Why, Sir, this is the Chancellor's mean- 
<^ ing. Your M farms that used to lea?e 
^^ you 3,000 pounds a year after paying 
ityoor annual share of the Dt*bt, now 
<'leaTe you only 1,000 pounds. This 
^^ plunges you into great distress; it 
'' makes you want money to life decently 
^' and to keep your pointers and spaniels. 
^' Therefore the minister means to make 
^ no more loam^ and to lay out 14 miU 
^ Uons a year in purchasing stock of the 
" Fundholders, who, when they ha^ 
^ sold their stock, will have the money 
^^ which you hare paid In tales to lend to 
^ you upon mortgage^ or to gite you in 
*^ exchange for some of your farms ; and, 
^^ as your farms are now l^orth about 
*^ 3,000 pounds each in the fee simple, 
*<and at you will warit, to pay interest 
** and all together, about 3,000 pounds a 
^^ year, you may Uto as well as yon ha^e 
*' done for nutny yMrs pa<t it contfe- 
^•quence of this^ financial operation." 



/< Thank you, Mr. I^ancet ; thank you," 
says Madam, ^^ I always told my sons, 
^^ who listen, I am sorry to say it, to 
^' that Jacobin Cobbett, that the govern- 
'^ ment would never desert us who had 
^' been its best friends, i always told 
^^ them that things would be brought 
^^ about, and that they would ha?e as 
'< good an estate as (heir papa has had be- 
« fore (hem."—" Oh ! no. Madam," re- 
plies Mr. Lancet; ^'1 did not say so. 
" Your ions J Madam, will ha?e no estate 
^< at all. The fondholders will hare (he 
^* estate in exchange for (he money which 
" they will gife you, and which money 
" you will hare first given (hem in (he 
'^ shape of taxes."— ** What! My j^ons 

'' no estate ! My sons no estate !" 

Here a terrible knocking 

at the door announces the approach of (he 
Taxga(herer, and the parties sneak into 
their chairs as quiet as mice. 

I really do believe, that scenes very 
nearly reseml^ling (his are now exhibiting 
in several parts of the coun(ry. There 
are hundreds of families, who have been 
of great consequence in their seveial 
neighbourhoods, who are now compelled 
to shut up their houses, lay down their 
carriages and horses and dogs and ser- 
vants, and to get away to France or Bel- 
finm, or hide themselves in lodgings in 
<ondon or at Bath. Shame will not suf- 
fer them to remain, shorn of their means, 
a( the country-mansions, where (hey and 
their ancestors have so long lived with 
considerable establishments and where 
they have entertained people wi(h hospi- 
tality. These people now begin to be 
alarmed ; I mean such of (hem a^ are not 
wholly ruined in their fortunes ; and, 
really, they have, generally speaking, 
acted ^o cowardly, so slavish, and so base 
a part, that there is very little pi(y due 
to them. They have not only been paS' 
stve as to what has been doing against 
themselves. They have acdvely aid<*d all 
the ministers from Pitt to Liverpool. They 
have been the bitter and persectrting ene- 
mies of reform. It was they, and that 
class who are called the Yeomanry, who 
were the chief cause of the war, by pro- 
moting addresses in favour of it, and by 
all sorts of exertions to prevent tru(h 
from circulating throughout the coun(ry. 
Verily they have their reward! Never 
did reward moM i^^y follow tha deeds 
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of men. Thej haTe now, in addition to 
their suffering of real pecuniary distress, 
the mortification to knoi^, that they de- 
serve it, and to sec, that, if they succeed 
Sn the opposition, which mere self-pre- 
servation is now urging them to make, 
they will owe that success to the co-ope- 
ration of those whom they have hither- 
to had the folly to shun, and, in some 
cases, the insolence to affect to despise. 
I, for my own part, am not for being in 
haste to co-operate with them. There are 
some excellent persons, who think that we 
ought to invite their co-operation. No : 
they are hardly worth haring on one's 
side. They hare no soul left. There most 
be a regeneration of their race. It is 
only about the tax that they now contend. 
And, when the matter is well considered 
in all its bearings, the thing to be desired 
by the friends of freedom, is, that the 
tax should pass, in spite of the petitions 
of the whole nation. 

J-«et this tax pass, let the war-taxes re- 
main in peace, let the Taxgatherer pursue 
the distressed defaulters all over the coun- 
try, let these supporters of Pitt and Ad- 
dington and Perceval and Grey and Cas- 
tlereagh : let them feel ; let them remem- 
ber the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act; let them remember all the new laws 
about the press; let them remember these 
and many other things, to which they 
gave their hearty support, and let them 
then be content to part with their estates. 
Their turn is come ; and foolish and base 
is the man who pities them. I hear that 
some of them make use of very bitter ex- 
pressions. That they talk big aboat the 
rights of Englishmen, They laughed at 
this language in other persons, only a few 
years ago. I have seen many of them 
smile^ as it were with scorn, when t was 
endeavouring to convince them, that, in 
the end, they would lose their estates^ 
unless they stood forward in time to pro- 
tect the rights of the people and the 
liberty of the press. They seemed to 
think, that th^ themselves were safe. 
They knew that /J^jf should not write or 
print; and the sufferings of those, who 
were really fighting their battles, seemed 
to be sport to them. Let them, then, 
look where they lik^ for pity: they will 
certainly have none for me ; on the con- 
trary, I really do see with satisfaction 
what Is now going on as far as relates to 



them, and am only sorry for the persona 
in trade and for a small part of the land- 
ed people, who are dragged down along 
with them. 

They affect now to take great offence at 
an expression of Castlereagh, during a de- 
bate about the taxes. He is reported to 
have spoken of ^Mhe ignorant impatience 
^^ of the people to obtain a relaxation of 
^* taxation." This is daily harped npon 
as if it were a new kind of language. Mr. 
Tierney and Mr. Ponsonb^ are reported 
to remind the public of it in almost every 
night*8 debate. But, have we forgotten, 
then, all the expressions of Pitt, Grey, 
Perceval, and others? Have we forgotten, 
that, upon Mr.Maddocks^s famous motion, 
Canning called the Reformers^ though 
Sir Francis Burdett was at their head, <^ a 
^^ low degraded crew?'* Have we forgot- 
ten, that that motion, which pledged fiifr. 
Maddocks to bring proof of seat-selling 
to the bar, was negatived, by a majority 
of almost four to one, on the express 
ground of ^' making a stand against /M»pM- 
** lar encroachment .*" Was this ever re- 
sentedf Was this ever harped npon^ 
Nay, did not expressions from Perceval 
a thousand times more insulting than this 
of Castlereagh pass wholly nnnoticed ? 
Why, then, all this clamour now f What ! 
he begins to touch you yourselves, does 
he ? Well may he express his contempt 
of those, who have never shown any sen- 
sibility, till their own estates became pal- 
pably exposed to Mr. Vansittart's reli^. 
Oh, no ! I can never be so base as to join 
with those, who can clamour against an 
expression, which accuses the '*' people of 
^^ ignorant impatience of taxation," and 
who remained silent, at best, while the fact 
of employing foreign ojfficers in English 
Regiments, serving in England^ was un- 
der discussion. I can never condescend 
to join in this inconsistent clamour. No : 
J am for letting those who rallied round 
Perceval, when Mr. Maddocks accufied 
him, and when Sir Francis Burdett was 
sent to the Tower; I am for letting them 
digest their present sufferings and treat- 
ment as well as they can. It is now their 
turn. 

A young Lord said of Castlereagh, the 
other day, "what! shall we *♦**♦••♦♦ 
*♦***♦*♦*«**." But, it wUl be best to 
finish this I>etter at New Fork. 

Wm. Cobbbtt. 
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WESTMINSTER MEETING. 

On Friday the 23d of Feb. a great 
meeting took place Id this city to agr^e on 
a petition againU the Income Tax and the 
Standing Army. I shall insert the pro- 
ceedings as I find them reported in the 
Observer^ which, as far as I can discover, 
is the fullest and best report. But, there 
are some prefatory remarks necessary upon 
this occasion. Westminster is to England 
what the heart is to the human body. 
Nayj it is more ; for, not only does it 
contain the best blood, but it has the 
best understanding. It appears, that the 
present meeting filled the whole, of the 
apace called New Palace Yard. That 
space contafus, I belioTe, full two statute 
acres of ground. If so (and I am not 
much out), and if it was full of men, 
closely jammed up together, as it is said 
to have been, there were more than forty 
thmumnd people present ; because, so 
placed, each man does not occupy a space 
of two square feet, and there are in two 
acres of ground 87,040 square feet. It is 
sufficient to know, however, that the 
Meeting was very large, and, it may easily 
be Imagined whatpozv^r, what real, sotid 
power, such a Meeting, well understand- 
ing its rights and its duties really has. — 
Upon this occasion, there appears to have 
beien a desire on the part of sqme of the 
persons, called Opposition Members^ to 
take part c^nly at this Meeting ; and 
Mr. Brand, Mr. Bennet, Mr. Lambtoo, 
and Mr. Brougham actually attended, 
and appears to have been announced in a 
wery formal manner to the Meeting by an 
officious old man, of the name of Wishart, 
who poor man, has talked about the po- 
triotism of Charles Fox for these 25 years 
past, and who still continues to talk in the 
same strain, though all the world now 
knows, that Fox lived and died a sinecure 
place-man and a pensioner ; though it is 
notorious, that, when last in place, he, 
with his own hand, brought in the bill to 
enable Lord Grenville to hold the sine- 
cure of Auditor in conjunction with his 
place of First Lord of the Treasury; 
though it is notorious that Fox declared 
that we ought to go to war for Hanover; 
though it is notorious, that he asserted, 
that a man had as good a right to his sine- 
cure place as another had to his freehold 
estate; though it Is notorioas that Fox 
(nmgiit io aiJd passed a Ml to add to the 



number of Gtrwum Trocpt to be kept vp 
inEngtand; though it is notorioos that 
he saddled the country with pensions for 
his wife and daughters; and though (to- 
cot the list short) it is notorious, that Fox 
and his colleagues raised this very Income 
Tax from 6| to 10 per centum, and that 
he himself made use, upon that occasion^ 
of language more insulting to the people 
than had ever before been made use of 
even by Pitt himself. — Notwithstanding, 
all this, poor Wishart still keeps prating 
about the patriotisas of the lamented Mr* 
Fox ; and, it was as the followers of Fox. 
that he seemed to speak of the above* 
named gentlemen, whose appearance at 
meetings of this kind, and at this places- 
was something new. — ^To be sure, to see 
such men as Mr. Lambton, Mr. Brand, 
and Mr. Bennet, come to this meeting, 
must have been very pleasing to the friends 
of freedom, they really being an honoor 
to any body of persons, to whom they 
may choose to join themselves. Bnt^ 
with regard to Mr. Brougham the case was^ 
not quite so clear. Let me, however, do^. 
as far as my knowledge and judgment 
will enable me, justice to this gentleman* 
Mr. BaoDOHAM is a lawyer^ which, with 
our said experience, written in onr very 
hearts, must necessarily make us shy of 
him. After seeing the patriot,* ♦ • ♦ ♦ 
««#«•#«•••#. after seeing, * • 
*»«e«*«eee«e»« ^fter seeing 
all this, and with the knowledge, that the 
government ♦♦•♦*♦»♦♦♦♦♦•♦ 
Oh, no ! With all this in our recollection^ 
Mr. Bbovoham must be a very unreason* 
able man indeed, if, until he has cast off 
his gown and wig, he expects the friends 
of freedom, the friends of real liberty, to 
enrol him amongst their leaders. Be- 
sides, Mr. Brougham, when he was stand- 
ing a contest for Liverpool, did actually 
disclaim us. He said distinctly, that he 
was of the principles of Fox ; and, that 
he wished to be clearly understood as not 
belonging to that party of self-styled re* 
formers^ who were, as he said, for de^ 
stroying the constitution; and which 
party, be it observed, had Sir Francis 
Burdett and Major Cartwright at its head. 
— Mr. BaouoHAM is not a mere advent 
turcr ; he has a good estate of his own 
from inheritance ; is a man of excellent ta- 

Ilents; is not, I would fiin hope, in per- 
suit of any of the ^^^l balU; ^^l* *!!l 
lotts and bold; ^^''^ \a»Tty and hater 
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despicable tyrants. lo short, I wish fie 
was not it laicyer ; and that he would 
confince us, by some overt acty that time 
has cured him of his attachment to the 
principles of Fox, and has made him see, 
thai a radical reform of parliament Is 
necessary to the restoration of our free- 
dom. — But, at any rate, until he do thisy 
he cannot expect from the reformers any 
thing like cordial co-operation. It is 
foolish as well as unnatural to attempt to 
co-operate with persons, whom he so late- 
ly regarded as aiming at the dt'sf ruction of 
the constitution, — To return now to the 
proceedings at the Meeting; after some 
of the resolutions had been passed, one 
"was proposed in these words: — 

^^ That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
*' rendered to those Members of both 
^ Houses of Farliament, who have exert- 
** ed thems( l?es to avert from their coun- 
" try the dreadful evils which we have 
^^ this day assembled to deprecate ; and 
** with whom, for the same great end, wc 
** arp desirous to co-operate by every 
** means which God, and Nature, and the 
** Laws, have placed in our power." 

This, as the reader will perceive, was a 
devics on the part of the OUT faction 
(whose agent poor Wishart appears to 
have been) to draw the Meeting into an 
express aifprobation of the conduct of the 
Opposition^ and thus to send forth tp the 
whole country the idea, that this en- 
lightened and patriotic city had ranged 
itself on the side of the fVhigs^ as they 
dall themselves. But, the device failed. 
The resolution was opposed by Mr. Hunt, 
who warned the Meeting of the trap that 
had been laid for them ; who described 
the Tiemey^s and Ponsonbys and f/or- 
fter*#, on whom the Meeting were called 
on to bestow their thanks^ and to whom 
they were asked to promise their support; 
who went over the long list of these nezc 
friends of freedom ; and who, in short, so 
clearly shewed, that the present resolu- 
tion, if passed, would only tend to de- 
(jtivp 'he people in the country and to put 
into pow^T a set of place-hunters keen for 
spoiS, that the resolution was rejected 
without, I believe, a single hand being 
held up for it ^ though some of the news- 
papers, and ihe Obse^ter amon|ir«^t the 
rest, have inserted it as having bren pasS' 
cd; or, at least they have not left it out of 
the list; and, it may, by their readers, be 
looked npchd as having been passed.*- 



Wheu the exposition of Mr. Hvirr be- 
gan to convulse the Meeting with anger 
against the Whigs, Mr. Brougham and the 
other gentlemen before-mentioned uent 
away. This was very ir{fudicious, to say 
the least of it. They bad come, as they 
had a right to do, to assist at the Meet* 
ing; to hear others, and to be heard in 
their turn, if they chose to speak. Surely 
the Meeting was large enough to satisfy 
the ambition of any speaker that ever 
lived. Perhaps it was fonr times as large 
as any that Fox had ever addressed in all 
his life. If what Mr. Hunt said was 
true^ it was just and virtuous in the Meet- 
ing to applaud it as they did : if it was 
not true, it was the bounden duty of Mr. 
Brougham and his^ friends to contradict 
it. Did they look upon the Meeting as a 
body of persons incapable to distinguish 
between truth and falsehood, or as pre- 
judiced in favour of any thing that Mr. 
Hunt should say? ^Vhy, then, did they 
come to such a Meeting; and why did 
they have their names announced to it ? 
But, as to the/etc^, what ground was there 
for supposing, that the Meeting could 
possibly be influenced by any undue pre* 
judice in favour of Mr. Hunt ? Mr. Hunt 
lives at 60 miles distance from Westmin- 
ster ; it is well known that he can have 
no personal influence in the city ; he came 
into town not an hour before the Meeting 
took place; he had no party to support 
him ; there was, because ther^ could be, 
no previous arrangement between him 
and any other persons at the Meeting ; 
he came not announced by any herald^ 
like the herald Wishart. In short, it was 
the matter and not the man that gained 
the ear and moved the tongue of the Meet- 
ing. It was not the name o/*Hunt, which 
drew forth the applause of so many thou- 
sands of men, but the numerous, the in- 
teresting, the apt facts, the home truths, 
and the bold and manly manner of stating 
them ; and, particularly, the exposure of 
the base conduct of the Whigs towards 
Sir Francis Burdett, at the time when 
that gentleman was sent to the Tower un* 
der a military force, Mr. Hunt failed 
not to remind the Meeting of these occur- 
rences ; and, to appeal to them, whether 
they could give their thanks in a general 
manner, and, in the same general manner. 
promise their siipport, to men who haa 
acted thus. And, reader, was it any 
wonder^ that such a speaker should meet 
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with applause from an assemblage, rach 
M that whtcli I ha?e described ? Was it 
anj wonder, that he ^onld be applauded 
by the enlighcened and patriotic electors 
of Westminster, when he called on them 
to refuse thanks to those who had not 
only abandoned, bat calumniated, their 

fiiitfaful representative? Mr. Lneu 

Hunt, the Editor of the Examiner, says 
he has received from a correspondent a 
query to thij effect ; " Whether it be not 
** prubmbU thai Mr. Hunt, who spoke 
*' ai the fVestmimter Meetmgy teas paid 
" by the Ministers for what he did.'* 
The smallest of reptiles are said to be the 
most full of spite. Horse-whipping is out 
of the question, when it is a pigmy who is 
saucy. What, then! did this man ima- 
gine, that it would be supposed, that it 
wu he, who spoke at Westminster? Did 
he imagine, that the author of the ever- 
lasting sonnets; that the paid-for-para- 
graph monger, would be taken for Mr. 
Runt, the politician, and fox-hunter and 

fieasant-shooter ? Mr. Leigh Hunt has, 
believe, very good political principles, as 
far as bis knowledge goes ; but, I will ven- 
ture to say, that my iViend Mr. Hunt pro- 
duced more political EFFECT at the last 
Westminster Meeting than Mr. Leigh 
Hunt will bare produced at the end of his 
life even,if he shouldli ve to the age of Noah. 
-—Mr. Leigh Hunt (though nothing can 
eicnse his foul insinuation) has, probably, 
been cajoled by ^e OUTS into the no- 
tion, that whatever tends to throw dis- 
credit on them is so much in aid of the 
Ministers. This trick has been tried for 
years. The people of Westminster know 
better. They know well, that the way in 
which you can most effectually aid the 
Ministers is to appear to look upon the 
regular Opposition as being in earnest. 
This is the way to support the system; 
and, the way to destroy the system is, to 
expose both. This Mr. Hunt did most ef- 
fectually. — ^The Opposition now, just at 
this time, against the Income Tax, is a dif- 
ferent thing. The Tierney's now appear 
Verj small indeed. It Is the country that 
Is now stirring. But, does it stir for the 
OUTS? No; nor would it have stirred 
an inch for them, if they had bawled 'till 
Midsummer. The Country Gentlemen 
seem to be alarmed, at last ; but, I am, 
for my part, for making no compromise 
^h them. They ought to come without 
iATbatlon 16 the friends of freedom ; and, 



if they do not, it is they wbo now have to 
suffer. Their sufferings are only In the 
dawn yet. They never stirred to protect 
the people ; and I do not see why the peo- 
ple should stir for them ; unless they en* 
gage to assist the people in the recovering 
of ail their rights. — I here insert the re* 
port of the delNite. 



Westminster Mebting* 
On Friday a Meeting of the inhabi* 
tants of Westminster took place in Palace- 
yard, for the puq;>ose of petitioning Par- 
liament against the renewal of the Pr6- 
perty Tax, and the maintenance of a 
standing army in time of peace. The 
meeting was numerously attended. By 
twclte o'clock, great crowds had assem- 
bled, and at one the whole space included 
In Palace-yard was filled. A t one o'clock 
the High BaiUff, accompanied by a great 
part of the Westminster standing Com- 
mittee, the two Representatives of West- 
minster, Lord Cochrane and Sir Francis 
Bnrdett, with several Members of the 
House of ComniMM, among wbom we 
ebeerved Mr. Brougham, Mr. Lambton, 
and Brand, entered the hustings. 

The basiness of the day having been 
opened by the High Bailiff reading the 
requisidon, in consequence of which the 
Meeting had been called. 

Mr. Wisuart said, that as the occasion 
of the requisition had been made knowik 
he did uot think it necessary to indulge 
himself at any length in describing a TaK 
to the Meeting which had given every 
individual too many opportunities of wit-^ 
nessing its fatal operations. Besides the 
private distress which it had occasioned,, 
it had been found that it was a powerful 
engine in the hatidsof any Minister against 
the rights and liberties of the people. 
This Tax had been imposed in times of* 
great emergency, and at the time when 
it was first imposed, as well as at various 
subsequent periods, repeated pledges were 
given by the Ministers that it should not 
be continued in time of peace. There weft 
now no war except that which was incee... 
santly waged by the Ministers against the 
rights and liberties of Eagliahmen — [A.p- 
pluuse] — We might at this time consider^ 
what had been gained by tbe war, for the 
support of which thia odious Tt» b«d 
been imposed. W^ ^U cou^trf bet* 
bettered by it, ox ha^ w% Xur^^®"*^ ^^ 
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condition of the inhabitants of anj coun. 
try ill the world ?—[Cries of No!]-— We 
had restored to the throne a famiij, the 
force and intrigues of which had, for a 
century, been unremittiogly employed 
against us — (■Applau>e] — a family which 
had lorgut nothing, and learnt nothing in 
their exile. We might ask our fellow 
Prote>fants in the South of France what 
the) had gained by the restoration of the 
Bourbons? — We might ask the mass of 
the people, whether they had obtained the 
constitution which had been promised 
them ? They mi|»ht in answer direct our 
eyes to the bodies of their slaughtered 
countrymen^ and our ears to the groans 
of tho!i>ands and tens of thousands incar- 
cerated by the mild and amiable I^uis. 
For these ubjccto had we continued the 
war at the ex pence of so much capital, at 
the expence of so much blood — for these 
objects had we borne the Property Tax. 
It was true we had giTcn a large republic to 
one Monareh; to another Monarch we 
had given a republic, which had put itself 
under our protection ; we had confirmed 
the partition of Poland. It was true also 
that we had conquests, but of what use 
thes< concfuests were, except as a fruitful 
source of appointments and taxation, had 
never yet been explained. 

Mr. Maclauuin, who observed that 
be would not trouble the Meeting with 
any npeecb, but only beg leave to add, 
that, in his opinion, a commissioner of 
the Income Tax was a political confessor, 
and in this sense we might «ay that we had 
obtained a Catholic government. [Loud 
and reiterated applauses. J The second 
resolution was then read and seconded 
like the former, amid applauses and laugh- 
ing: 

Major Cartwrigut next addressed 
the meeting. He was aware that the 
measures of a standing army could not be 
properly discussed or decided upon in 
Palace-yard ; but it should be decided 
upon in a Parliament duly elected, and 
by a cabinet under the controul, and 
watcitcd by the vigilance of such a parlia- 
ment. All freemen, however, had a right 
to deliver their opinions on the measures 
of government, aiul there were some things 
of which they were sufficiently competent 
j idges. They coald determine at present 
GO th# expediency and the danger of a 
staud:]!^ army. A groat Athenian bad 
said, 2000 years ago^ that a standing 



army would soon command the state; and 
an English statesman, (Mr. A. Voong,} 
had, not long ago, given it as his opinioa 
that an aimed government was inoonsis. 
tent with the liberties of the people. A 
free Parliament and a national militia 
were the real characteristics of our con- 
Ktitution, the real safeguartls of our rights. 
Ditferent sciences had different tests, by 
which the powers of the substances, with 
which they were couTersant could be 
tried. For ascertaining; high degrees of 
heat we had a pyrometer ; for measuring 
the strength of spirits the hydrometer was 
invented ; and those principles which he 
had mentioned, as they afforded the means 
of knowing the degrees of an enlightened 

fatriotism, might be called a patrlometcr 
Applause.] 
Mr. Hunt seconded the Major's reso* 
lution, and persisted in speaking for 
nearly an hour, in opposition to repeated 
calls of question, with the apparent de« 
sign of preventing the Opposition Mem- 
bers of Parliament on the hustings from 
being heard. He said the Gentleman 
who had brought forward the Resolutioof 
had told them, that if a great Statesman, 
now no more (he supposed he meant Mr. 
Fox), had been attended to, they would 
not have been called together that day, 
to consider of petitioning lutrliament 
against the Property Tax. He wished 
to know if the Gentleman meant Mr. 
Fox tit or Mr. Fox oui of place. If he 
meant the latter he would go along with 
him in all he might say, but if he at all 
referred to what he had done in office, 
then he (Mr. Hunt), thought it necessary 
to remind them of what Ms conduct had 
been with respect to this Tax. Mr. Fox 
had strongly opposed the Income Tax 
while out of place, but he and his friends 
had no sooner got in^ than they raised it 
from 0| to 10 per cent. He mentioned 
this, as he wished to guard them against 
entering into any party Tiews; he wished 
them to feel on this subject as their wor- 
thy representative Sir F. Burdett did, 
who had no party but that of the coun- 
try. [Applauses.] — ^It should be his task, 
and on this day it would be a painful one, 
to warn them against the party out of 
place, as well as against the party in 
place. Those whom he addressed had 
not now to learn what were the priud. 
pics, and what the practice of the Whigs. 
They had made trial of then, and the/ 
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bad fovod when in office, that they bad 
added to the number of sinecure places 
and pensions, with which the public wa^ 
preyiously burthened-^they had increased 
the allowances of the Royal Family, the 
salaries of the Judges, and those of all 
the Officers of State, on account of the 
dearness of provisions. — I'hese were some 
of the benefits we owed to the Party; 
and tbough the dearness of provisions was 
the pretext for making the additional 
grants to which he had referred, had they 
as yet proposed that these should be re- 
duced to what they formerly were? 
What he had said on this subject seemed 
to cause some uneasiness to those behind 
him. He cared not. Though his conduct 
should offend all the world, when he came 
there to address the Electors of West* 
minster, he would tell them the truth. 
There was no single tax which the Whigs 
had condemned when brought forward 
by the Government of Mr. Fitt, which 
they had not kept up at least, if they had 
not increased it. In no respect had they 
made good their former professions. Did 
they not make Lord Grenville First Lord 
of the Treasury and Auditor of the Ex- 
chequer; thus uniting two offices that 
were absolutely incompatible with each 
ot)ier? And did they not make the 
Chief Justice of the Court of King's 
Bench a Cabinet Minister? Conld any 
thing be more improper than this? In 
consequence of this appointment, he 
night, in the first instance, be accused by 
Lord Ellenborough for speaking there; 
and that Noble Lord, being his accuser, 
might afterwards sit in judgment upon 
him in Westminster Hall. He hoped it 
would not be his fate to be tried before 
him; but if it were, so he had a West, 
minster Jury, he should not be at all 
afraid of getting well through it.— [Here 
It was discovered that Messrs. Brand, 
Bennett, and Brougham, had left the 
Hustings, and considerable Interruption 
was given by the shouts and hisses of the 
multitude]. He was sorry to find that 
the Gentlemen who belonged to the party 
of which he had been speaking, and whom 
it had been expected that assembly would 
have the honour to hear on this occasion, 
were gone, as he wished them to have an 
opportunity of defending the conduct of 
their Whig friends. The Gentleman near 
him (Mr* Wishart) had spoken of them as 
being the Representatives of the People ; 



if ever he called them so, he wished thoso 
who heard him might chop off his arm, 
and cut out his tongue*— fAppUioaca* J 
Who were the Whigs? and what were 
Mr. Ponsonby, Mr. Horner, and Mr. 
Brougham ? He would tell them what 
they were: Mr. Ponsonby was a pen- 
sioner on the pnblic ; he reoeired a pen- 
sion of 4000^ per ann. for doing nothing ; 
and had he, in consideration of the pnbiie 
distress, ever offered to give up that pen- 
sion ? Mr. Homer, as one of the Com- 
missioners for adjusting the accounts of 
the Nabob of Arcot, received^MOO/. per 
annum— and were these accounts ever 
likely to be settled, or that commission to 
terminate, under the present system^ 
while he (Mr. Hunt), or those to whom 
he was addressing himself, were in exist- 
ence ? There was no probability of this ; 
but had Mr. Horner, any more than Mr. 
Ponsonby, offered, under these circum- 
stances, to give up his pension ? — As it 
had never occurred to either of them to do 
this. Now for Mr. Brougham. Had 
the Meeting forgotten the pretty slap of 
the face he had given them at Liverpool ? 
If they had, he (Mr. Hunt) had not On 
the occasion to which he referred, Mr. 
Brougham, expressing his hatred of the 
principles of Mr. Pitt, and his admiration 
of those of Mr. Fox, in which he was de- < 
termined to live and die, had taken great 
care to separate himself from the ReTorm- 
ers, of whom he had spoken with little 
respect, and had evidently meant to re- 
flect on Sir F. Burdett and his friends. 
He had understood they were supposed 
to support the wishes of the people of 
Westminster on the present occasion, but 
before they came forward there for that 
purpose, let them wipe out those stains 
which he had proved to attach to their 
characters. He attributed the little con- 
siderations that was paid to economy or 
retrenchment in the government, to the 
great number of great paupers, as he 
called them, who pocketed, the public 
money arising from sinecures, as the prlc^ 
of their acquiescence In Imposing addl- 
tional burthens on the public. The list 
of these sinecures, he stated, amounted to 
^00,000/. which sum would maintain 
5000 soldiers at a shilling a-day, or 
10)000 common paupers at sixpence a* 
day. Among these great paupers were the 
Marquis of Camden, who had 39,Ouo/.; 
Earl Bathurst, who had 7,300/. j Lord 
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ArdeM, 88,000/.; Lord Ellenborougli, 
15,000/. ; Lord Lherpool, 9^5O0L ; Thoc. 
Auo9y 10,000/. (There were repeated 
erMs of ^< question," in order that some 
other i^Dtleniaii might obtain a hearing ; 
b«t Mr. Hunt, hj appealing to the people 
whom ho addressed, if he was not ho. 
iioared bj being elected to attend to their 
interests, and if he was not at present ex- 
pressing what was agreeable to their tastes 
and wishes, obtained the most complete 
possession of their alteation, and was in- 
terrnptod only by their applauses.) 

Sir Francis Buroett came forward 
amidst bursts of applause, lie said that 
he was the more flattered nith the recep- 
^on given to him at this moment, because 
he knew it was possible that his not having 
made bis appearance lately in the room 
over the way (in which it was well stated 
there was a mere mockery of representa- 
tion), might have been construed into a 
hopelessness of the public cause, or a 
wish to relaa from those exertions which 
it had been the whole business of his life 
invariably to pursue ; but knowing well 
of how little importance any thing that 
was carried on within those walls could 
bo to the public, and of how much im- 
portance it was that the people of England 
should not be deluded with, the supposi- 
tion that ihey were represented in parlia- 
ment, he conceived it was most adviseable 
to keep away. That he might not, there- 
fore, be aiding in the abominable delusion 
that had been carried on in what was 
called the House of C>>mnvons, hc4iad not 
made his appearance hitherto, but he had 
never failed in being present wjienever 
there was the least chance that he could 
render any service to bis countrymen. 
With these views, he should present the 
petition now voted with just as much 
hope of succeeding in any prayer which 
the petition contained, as he had when 
be presented the last petition, which now 
was laid either on or under the table as 
wast^ paper. He trusted, however, that 
ih^ moment had now arrived when the 
people o( £ngland would with one accord 
miile^ proceeding upon the broad princi- 
pie of the constitution, with a firm deter- 
nunaiioDj after this war of delusioti, which 
bad most unexpectedly, and not less rashly 
Ihmi fbrtuoately terminated, of maintain- 
sBg their rights and liberties. A war had 
h%ta carrying oo, as it was believed by 
tiie peopl e ^ agai n rt foreign aggression^ and 



in support of their own freedom; but by 
thb time he hoped their eyes bad been 
opened, after 800 millions of their pro- 
perty had been expended, and such an 
exhaustion of blood and treasure. With* 
out any more of this bugbear being held 
up of foreign aggression, he trusted that 
all the evils would now be corrected, and 
that the people would now contend against 
that greatest of all enormities—a corrupt 
House of Commons, and Corrupt ministers 
at home — evils much more dangerous than 
any foreign enemy. The Income Ta» 
had been di*scribed in language not less 
just than true ; and there was little i^eccs- 
sky to say much upon that subject after 
what had already been said, but that it 
was a tax not to be borne under any 
circumstances but of the greatest neces- 
sity, and; like all other taxes, could not 
be suffered without an economical reform, 
still less without that which is necessary 
to all taxation — a reform of thi* represen- 
tation in parliament. The disease of the 
country was not this Income Tax, but 
taxation without representation. This 
was true tyranny, and in com|)arison, 
there was no other tyranny. The con- 
stitution of England declared, that the 
property of Englishmen could not .>e taken 
away without their own cunnut ;''»b!it 
there were a ft'W gentlemen who sat in 
a room over the way, to the number, 
he believed, of about 165, who hdtl sold 
themselves to Government, and who dis- 
posed of the fortune and industrious 
exertions of this great and enlightened 
nation just as they might think proper* 
The people of England should trust in 
no men but themselves. If courage and 
firmness were used, success woukl en- 
sue. It was the agreement by which 
the present family on the throne of Great 
Britain held the crown, that there should 
be no cabinet or cabal to govern the 
crown, but that the privy. council should 
direct all their operations. But there 
was another most important point in 
this Act of settlement, that no person 
having a place of profit under the crown 
should be a Member of Parliament. 
Was this law now adhered to? The 
rights*ef the King, indeed, remakied «»• 
touched, but tho^e of the people were 
annibtlated. What could then be a more 
proper mode of recovering this right^ this 
bpflttok of the legislature, which beloni^ 
to tht people^ but a firm jdeteroikiatlDii to 
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resist the standing army ? Suppose anjr 
man was walking with a purse in his 
pocket and a sword in his hand, and he 
met another man in a dark lane who said 
to him, << Give me the swofd and I will 
protect you:" would he lei the sword go 
out of his possession ? He would keep 
the weapon in his own hand to defend 
himself And what were we told? It 
was necessary, said the Ministers, to keep 
up a staodi^ig army of Knglishmen, to' de- 
stroy all the liberty that remained ia 
Franre. This was a proposition most 
serious for every man who had any re- 
gard for the liberties or the happiness of 
his country. It behoved every man, wo. 
man, and child, to do all in their power 
to prevent it. The estimate of the stand* 
ing arm7 was 150,000 men, with a debt 
of 20 millions a year, besides the enor- 
mous expenses of a roost wasteful war ; 
25,000 men to keep Ireland quiet: and it 
seemed as if the bayonet was the only 
mode by which Government conceived 
they could quiet the people. He conld 
mention many things which woold be. as 
he conceived, more likely to keep Ire- 
land in peaoe. He did not expect that 
the Noble Lord would be inclined to 
agree to it ; but he thought, that if the 
noble Lord was impeached for his con- 
duct in Ireland, it would give infinitely 
more satisfaction to the peoplel [ Loud 
applause.] This great Irish Undertaker 
had undertaken the management of the 
aAirs of Ireland, had bought and sold in 
petBil and wholesale, and having, in his 
own country, added corruption to corrnp* 
tion, had been detected in further corrup* 
tion in the English Parliament [Much 
applause.'] This was the career the 
Noble Lori had run, and now what was 
to be expected from his measures ? — the 
sabrersion of all the liberties and freedom 
inherent in an Et)gllslHnan% There was 
one thing more he had to mention : elaims 
had been laid to all those sums of mo- 
aey, loana of money, &c. which had 
been taken by the Crown; he meant 
tiie dtoits of the Admiralty and the 
erewn; but vfliich, in fa(^, the crown 
liadf nothing to do with. Nothing could 
be so absurd as to suppose that the crown 
epold have the right of taking to itself 
laillioos of property unknown to Parlia<> 
ment. It was. quite ri^Ucalous to suppose 
that any 1^1 opinion could be necessary. 



There were great sums of money cbtimed 
in the course of the last war as taken by 
the army — millions of property, which, 
instead of going to the crown, should 
have indemnified the merchants and brave 
army and navy for the losses they had 
sustained." This money, as it appeared to 
him, belonged to the Khig, as the laws or 
as the highways belonged to tha King» or^ 
as it was just suggested to him« as th«, 
gallows belonged to the King, [great 
applause.] Good God ! was it nqt fright, 
ful to consider how much money waa 
drawn from the people, und^s the pne* 
tence of being droits^ under the present 
dreadful distress of the country ? Could 
we see princely cottages built and pulled 
down again, at the whim of the ownerSyat 
an immense expense, and be reconciled tn 
these abominable taxes. If thenecevi^ 
was once proved^ there would be. an end 
to the question ;. but whan we saw die 
names of so many English, gentlemen uJU 
tacbed to a list of sinecure plaoes, which, 
had been already mentioned, could wa 
remain silent, and sufier our liberties to be 
infringed by those noble paupers, a» they 
had been termed ? li was<once,.hehelieT•»• 
ed, proposed in the house, (he begged 
pardon for calling it by that name,.). that 
every man receiving a pension from go« 
vernment should have a badge put»upoii 
him. Now, he should like to see these 
noble persons badged. [Applause.] He. 
did not know whether the blue ribband 
and garters were to be considered as sucft. 
badges, but he should like to see them z^ 
pear a little more disereditable, for he 
believed the folly of the times had afiixcd 
a feeling of honour to such signs* He 
was happy, that on this occasion he had 
received the approbation of his constitu- 
ents, and the cheering prospect of their 
support, actuated by principles of justice 
(for upon no other would he act), g^ve 
himahopeihat the day was not far dis- 
tant when retrenchment would be echoed 
from one corner of the kingdom to the 
other. [Loud cheers.] 

Upon a resolution of thanks to Lord 
Cochrane being passed, ^^ for tha spirit of 
'' opposition. by which hehas distingiushed 
^< himself to the infripgemeot of the coa*i 
<< stitution and the grievances of theii|So« 
^^ pie," his Lordship addressed his consU^ 
tuents. The resolutiou itself , ha said, 
would have been sufllei^nt to have called 
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hhn forward to offer his thanks for the ho- 
nour conferred upon him ; hut he had ad- 
ditional reasons for an offering of thanks on 
the present occasi<Ai. He owed the people 
of Westmiuster his grateful acknowledge- 
ments for supporting him with their coun- 
tenance and regard, when he had no other 
support but the approbation of his own 
mind, and the consciousness of his own in- 
nocence. On the present occasion the 
Noble Lord would not enter on foreign 
politics, as we had sufficient cause for con- 
sideration and reflection at home. The 
Income Tax, it was said, affected onlj the 
higher ranks of life, the merchant and the 
land-owner ; but he would say, that it was 
felt cTen on the bread of the poor. When 
it was exacted, the Noble Lord (Castle- 
reagh) ^^ in the room o?er the way," had 
attrmed. with a kind of exultation, that 
the French would be so crushed by our 
measures, as not to be able to recover for 
some years. He would not trouble them 
With any remarks on that Noble Lord's 
conduct, after what the meeting had heard 
Iron his Honorable colleague, with whom 
he entirely concurred. He meant to hare 
proposed an additional resolution, which 
he would now defer till the success of the 
present petition was known. The resolu- 
tion to which he alluded, would pledge 
the freemen of Westminster to measures 
f6r reducing our military establishments, 
similar to those that were so successful 
with the Americans at the commencement 
of that struggle which secured their ulti- 
mate freedom — he meant an abstinence 
from the use of articles on which taxes 
M\, so as to depriTe the Goyemment of 
resources for carrying their projects Into 
execution. It might appear a disgraceful 
thing to see a window shut up to ayoid a 
tax, but such was probably the only mode 
left of preserving our constitution and li- 
berties from the influence of a standing 
army. When the success of the present 
petition was known (and he htd no doubt 
that it would fail), he would submit the 
proposition, which he had hinted at, to 
their consideration. 

When the last resolution, for the thanks 
of the meeting to the High Bailiff, was 
proposed, it was resisted by Mr. Hunt, on 
the ground that he had refused to attend 
to a requisition on a former occasion, 
though be deserved credit for his ready 
svmiplianoe on the present* After some 



short addresses to the meeting by the High 
Bailiff himself, Mr. Wishart, and Mr. 
Hunt, the latter persisted in his opposition^ 
the resolution was negatived. 

REtOLUTIONS. 

Resolved — ^That in addition to the 
weight of other exactions which have 
been gradually accumulated upon the peo- 
ple of England, the Income, falsely deno- 
minated the Property Tax, constitutes the 
greatest violation upon record of that most 
sacred obligation, to render to the people, 
at the smallest possible cost, the services 
which Governments are created to yield. 

That a man high in his Majesty^s Conn- 
cils. Lord Castlereagh, thought proper, 
in the face of the Commons House of Par- 
liament, to insult the miseries of this peo- 
ple, and to treat with wanton scorn this 
signal violation of the duties of Govern- 
ment, by declaring that the complaints of 
the nation were only ^^ an ignorant impa- 
tience for a relaxation of taxation." 

That the inequality, in other words, the 
injustice by which all species of Income 
are taxed alike— an fncome worth thirty 
years' purchase at the same rat^ with an 
Income worth less than two — amounts to 
an oppression which, considering the mag- 
nitude of the scale upon which it operates, 
will scarcely find a parallel in any of the 
acts of the most absolute Governments 
which have ruled over any civilized por- 
tion of the globe in modern times. 

That the Boards of Commissioners, in- 
stituted for levying this hateful Tax» are, 
in fact, constituted the absolute Lords 
and Masters of the earnings and the for- 
tunes of every individual in the com- 
munity; since it is of no importance 
whether the nominal rate be Ten per 
cent, or Five per cant. ; while unbounded 
power is possessed of declaring the Income 
of every individual to be whatever they 
choose. 

That purposely to keep our proper law- 
ful defence, the county power, in a state 
of utter decay, and at the same time to 
Tote in peace, a standing army of 149,000 
men, would, in the opinion of this meet- 
ing, be to vote the subversion of our free 
Constitution. 

That with those three instruments — an 
Income Tax, as described above, for ex- 
tracting the substance of the people 
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permtneiit military force, gocli ai that 
with which we are threatened, for sup- 

Sressiog munniirs and opposition — and a 
Tease of Commons capable of being ren- 
dered pliant by a participation of the 
spoil, we can concei? e nothing wanting to 
the consummation of despotic power. 

That by a spirited union for dissemina- 
ting knowledge, and by such an energetic 
poblic Toice as wonld become a people 
detenpined to be free, the dangers with 
which we are surrounded might soon be 
dispelled, and the constitution for eitr 
secured. 

That the Petition now read be adopted ; 
and that the same be signed on behalf of 
this Meeting by the High Bailiff, and not 
fewer than Twenty Inhabitant Househol- 
ders, and presented to the Commons House 
of Parliament by our Representatire, Sir 
F. Burdett, Bart. 

That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
cordially rendered to our Representatife, 
Sir Francis Burdett, for his steady ad- 
herence to the tnie prindplet of the Con- 
stitation, and his resistance to political 
aboaes. 

That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
rendered to our Representatiye, Lord 
Cochrane, for the spirit of opposition by 
which he has distinguished himself to the 
infringements of the Constitution, and the 
grieyances of the people. 

PbTITIOIT to the HoNOVltABLB THE CoM- 
MOMS OV THE UlTlTED KlM 6DOM OF GrEAT 

BaiTAiH AMD Ireland, in Parliament 

▲88E1CBLED. 

TkePetitiwi oftM$ JnkMtant HinuehMtrs of 
tk€ CUy end Lib€rti€i of Westmimter 

Sheweth — That, as the smallest sum, 
which is taken from the people, beyond 
the expence unaToidably required for the 
performance of the serrices which it is the 
end of GoTemment to render, is injustice 
and oppression ; so the threatened renewal 
9f the Income, most improperly denotni- 
Bated the Property Tax, is calculated to 
perpetuate a consumption of the property 
of the peeple, far beyond the ezpences at 
which the serfices of GoTemmtnt might 
weQ be performed. 



That this tax extorts from the people so 
exorbitant a portion of their substance, by 
means altogether incompatible with their 
happiness, with justice, and with the essen- 
tial principles of good gOTernment — so 
untquallify that the laborious earnings of 
the poor man are charged ten or fifteen, or 
twenty times higher than the perpetual 
income of the rich^and so arbiirarifyy 
that a body of Exactors are established, 
with powers to niTage from each indiridual 
jnst as much as they please. 

That as the existence of arbitrary Go* 
ternment is the greatest of all the eyils 
which can rest upon human nature, so a 
tax which gives an unlimited power over 
the property of the people, and the perma- 
nence of a military force against which the 
resistance of the people would be vain, 
seem the most direct and infallible of all 
expedients for the establishment of despo- 
tical powen Youi^ Petitioners therefore 
most earnestly pray, that you will with- 
hold the sanction of your Honourable 
House, from any proposition to bring upon 
your country either of these evils ; and by 
reducing the expences of Government to 
their proper limits, and bestowing upon us 
our lawful Constitutional defence, the 
County power, render an Income Tax and 
a standing Army equally and consptcu- 
ously unnecessary. 



NORTHAMFTOII PeTITIOIT. 



At a Meeting of the Nobility, Gentle- 
men, and other Freeholders of the County 
of Northampton, held pursuant te public 
notice, at the County-Hall, on Friday, the 
«3d day of February, 1 816, J. M. Kirbt, 
Esq. Under Sheriff, in the Chair ; 

Resolved, That the Petitiong(of which 
we suhjoin a Copy), then produoad by 
Sir Geoige Robinson, BarU and seconded 
by Lord Sondes, ihould be adopted. 
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O nm ttoVOVMMJB TUt; COM- 
MOSt •r THB UhITVO KlSOBOV Q9 Gf^KAT 
BmTAIII am* IltELAHD» JW PaRUAMBITT 
AMEUBLBD. 

SBBunrrB,— TlMt this attion Ims, doriiig 
a long Mviet of jMn, been en^tged in a 
war anpreoedeBted in U$ extent, for the 
aatrTiof on of which yoar Petitioners iMTe 
cheerfullj sabnitled to hartllens onetam^ 
pled in their pressure. They submitted 
to them with cheerfulness in tlie confident 
expectation tliat, at the return of peace^ 
Aey would be relieved at least from such 
parts of them, as were professedly levied 
for ^e purpose of defraying, within each 
year, the current expences of the war. 

That your Petitioners have reason to 
apprehend that^ notwithstanding the se- 
Tore pressure which is at this moment 
OTOrwhelming the agricultural interest, 
and, indeed, all classes of the people, it is 
intended to maintain enormous establish- 
ments, and to incur unnecessary expences, 
which can only be defrayed by prolonging 
a system of taxation, equally injurious to 
the industry, and destructive to the com- 
fort of the community. 

Under these circuinstances, your Peti- 
tioners beg leave to represent,' that they 
had indulged in a hope, that, after the sig- 
nal successes of -the allied arms, peace 
would have been settled upon so secure a 
foundation, as to authorize the immediate 
reduction of those establishments, which 
had been created for the sole purpose of 
resisting the gigantic military despotism of 
France.^ 

That 7<^Qr Petitioners presume not to 
dictate to your Honourable House the 
piecise measures best calculated to relieve 
their diltresses, though at the same time 
Aef caADot vefrain fhom expcenhig (heir 



ment will be redeemed by tiro abolition ef 
(he Tax upon Property, m Doty whMi licv 
not oihiy been hirge in fts amount, tat par- 
tial In its operation, and grievous in its 
collection. 

It Is indeed with eatveme surprise and 
'cctnoem, that they haie heard of aaioirn- 
tion to propose the renewal ef (hisrTaEx eat 
the part of the Ministers ef the Crown, 
notwithsiandhig the general expressions 
I of the public feeling on that subject, so 
unequivocally conveyed last year by PetU. 
tions to your Honourable House. 

They therefore hope, that in every da- 

partiMut of the State, such economy wHl 

be enforeed^ as nUty enable* (he natioa 

to recover, by degrees, ftH)m the severe 

I di Acuities under which it is labouring, and 

i which', if not removed by timely and well 

I considered mea«ure|^' must ultimately des- 

jtroy (hose re^ur^,^pon which alone it 

! caai My lor the ijsajwteiiaiMiri of its hoaonr 

jabd ibdi|)etfdeMtf; •* ^ ' 

And your Petitioners shall ever pray«^ 

lteiolve<f/on tle'^Mbiicfn of Lord BltU 
ton, That the Petition should remain at* 
the George f no,, Northampton, tfll Satur-, 
day evening, for the signature of the Free- 
holders, and that the Members for tta 
County be requested to present the same 
to the House of Commons, and give it 
their support. 

Resolved, That the Thanks of the Meet* 
ing be given to Sir George Robinson, Bart, 
and Lord Sondes, tlfe mover ted deconder 
of the Petition. . 

Resolved, That the Resolutions, &c of 
this day should be inserted in the North*' 
ampton Mercury,, and in the, Moroiog* 
Chronicle^ ap4 ^^ Courier London News- 
papers. . .' . 

J. M. RjRBT.Onder Sheriff: 

*• . . *-* •■ 

Reeolved tmanimously ^ Thattta Tkiadup 

of the Meeting be-given to the Uod^ 9he!-r: 

: ril^^Us impartial conduct ii^thsa Chahv : 



«mfid«Dt hope tiat the fltith of Parlia* [aMdattentlen to«iiLbttsiimof.th«dl^. 



FriBte4 aad PahlUlR^ by and for Wv. CoBaarT, Jan. No. I9t» Strand ; wher^aU 
(pott paid) addressed to the EditOff, are requested to be forwarded. 
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'' Di'w m[[ bt a battling winter with you j and I 

^ sure ypn joy of it wiUi all my beart. But, 

** 3KlMtlirr tUe X«aqdk>ri)s aiir, or not, I sliall be 

** e<|aaJl> 9mOH^ J iliall obtfrvc tJieir move- 

^ ai€fit« witli a iratcbfuJ eye, I think I shair 

** be tempted to go qf» once Bore and look «t 

** their faces, to ace vtlmi as empty sUr< they 

" will five eadi other; how amazed they will 

*' teen to be that tb«ir «*Ut«ft have slipped 

*' IbTMigli their fingers ; how iotipid the Wa- 

^ lerloo Story viU teem to .tlicir can ; how 

' ^4hill of appreheiMOD Uiey will be on the «ub- 

•^jeot^rUie Watarloo.Culiinin; liow.littletbey 

^' win aecm to care aboHt the atrippin; of the 

''fLonrrc and the Mvieums. I thiuk I tee 

' *< them now, tnrmog their ears from all tliflse 

* ^ t^ica* as a cat, which has been whipped for 

' ^ pigeon kiHing, tnrm her head from a dead 

^ pigeon, flung down before h«r.— 1 will cer- 

•* taittly ride tip to to see theBi. — Letter F, to 

^ fU ChaneeUor ^ M« Eaxhequer ; imted 6th 

«' Decpmbtr, 1«!5. ' 



TO THE 



. ^£DPt»£ fir THE United States of 
America. 

LETTER lU- 
Wke general iendenc^ of the Taxes. — The 
. ignorance of ihe Ministers* — MiUtarf 
Academtf. — Sufferers in generu^ not 
eMtitledfo Pitfi. — Justice in laughing at 
-ihem. — The state anti treatment of Ire^ 
ismtL — What can be the object in mak- 
ing the American Sstpage a Mt^or in 
tke English service ^ 

Pt^hham iJHige, 9ik Merck, tH6. 
ilo M Itie^terto our Ckafit^Uor of the 

Ikclieqaier, 'puJl)K4^'«b<^it'^ree months 
.4lgOf I tQld,hioi| as .will l>e.6een from the 
. llM»4tQ,>tb«t iie .WM«14 have a ftfty busflmg 
.ftnK«r. This heiyis fofuul to ;be but too 

tf»e; for, .si^rflQr, ,iieTer,was-,a man so 
r.baltCMd siucetihe iM.pr\d l^egfrn^ The f^^tigpe 
tff the thing rically app^vs-toliave had, an 
.Hl#«ct ^j^u iheJiCij^tJi.Qfhovi Ca^iler«t^h 
.4tfiA the ChaiK«U«r^aAd jUso i^poo ^' 4>ro- 
. *' IberfinigQ," ^f wt^m I will give yon 
.4u|qU.Aftd MMi cmiAtti ao^^oant .another 



lime. At present ^e will take another 
look at the parliamentary struggle about 
the Jncome Tax. 

This stru^'^^ ' ^i k*^"' clc 

not cecoilect a*./ very serious opposuion 
ercr having been made before to a tax of 
any sort. The oppo^tion Rself is some- 
thing new; bat, the descrtpiion of persons 
who now have appeared on the stage is 
aiso new ; apd this is a matter of much 
greater importance. I have fully ex- 
plained to you hefore how (he seats are 
Jelled. You will, therefore, qlearly per* 
'ceive, that the Ministers are not now ap- 
posed) by the greater part of their active 
opponents, merely because they are ]yiix)J8k 
ters; bpt, bect^use they propose measures 
which tend to tii)^e from the landholders 
a great part of what remains of th^r 
estates, it is yery true, that the measures 
for the last &ity years hfive had t^iist^ 
dency. By degrees, the small country 
gentry have been ^11 swept away. The 
^cent ones have been going for some tin^. 
They have sopght to prop themselves pp 
by phices and podsions, and by sending 
sons into the army and na^y and <o Bep- 
gai. But, now, the defalcation In thfir 
roots is so serious, that they plainly ^efiy 
that they must make a stand, or lose th^r 
estates. JVlany men, therefore, who have 
o/tviij^^, 'till no;w, supported themii)ister 
for the time being in every thing, are op- 
posing the Income Tax, that beipg one ^f 
tiie diaiuiel8,throogh which, as they can 
clearly see, their estates will pass a^^^y 
from them. ^ 

But, they are %o stout upon thhparticu^ 
lar poijit, only, I imagioe^ because they 
see the effect of this tax more clearly than 
the effect of any other tax. It appears to 
me very clearly, however, that It is .the 
,sm^ Mai joi the taxes that ought to be 
kept in view, and pot the details .aod 
amount of any particular tax ; for,! think, 
that it would be found, upon carefulcbn-- 
sideration, that, if 60 or 70 millions a 
year w^re raised wholly in iflfltrect taxt^s^ 
the ^eU as to the landlord and all other 
classes would be precisely the sat^e. 
Tiiere is no direot tax at all U»d upon 
K 
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persons in the lower orders of life; yet 
-we see, that the weight of taxation presses 
them down into the state of /?o^p^n>m ; 
and, if there were no indirect taxesy and the 
60 or 70 millions were raised upon the 
rich in direct taxes, the effect would be 
precisely the same in the end. The la- 
bourer, to suppose a case, pays, out of his 
25/. a year, 5/. in tax upon bis beer, salt, 
soap, candles, sugar, tea, leather, &c. 
Take off all these taxes and lay them upon 
the landlord; the landlord lays them 
Upon his tenant ; and the tenant deducts 
them from the wftge^ of the labourer, who 
is only just where he was before. But, if 
you abolish these taxes altogether, and 
cease to demand them of the whole of the 
community, the labourer will §till have 
-htB 25/. a year, and will really have an 
additional 5/. ; that is to say, 5/. more 
than he used to have to eat, drink, and 
-wear. 

So that you see, "Mr. Lushington, your 
idea of the Income Tax falling iolely upon 
the rich may not be qtiite so correct as you 
Imagined. If you are not convinced, 
however, let us suppose another case. 
Suppose a community of ten men, one rich 
landlord, land the Ve«t his labourers in 
TRrious ways, and that there is no tax at 
mil. It is very clear, that the tchole of the 
landlord^^ produce (for we will suppose 
there to be no money) must be divided 
amongst the other nine as a remuneration 
to them for administering to his wants and 
pleasure^!, except the tenth part which he 
himself actually consumes. Up starts an 
eleventh man, all 'at once, out of the 
Aground, and calling himself the govern- 
ment, takes half the whole of the produce 
from the landlord. The landlord has but 
half as much as formerly to give to the 
nine labourers, and half as much as for- 
merly for his own consumption. This is 
not enough for him. He is reduced to 
suffering ; but, does not the nine labourers 
suffer too"? The governmrent, indeed, 
having need of some of the nine labourers, 
gives part x>( its half back to them ; but, 
the government, which does not labour to 
produce, is itself a great devourer^ and, 
besides, those of the labourers, whom it 
employs, do not assist in producing ^ and 
have to earn from the government by un- 
productive labour part of what it has 
takem away from the landlord und his 
INToducti ve labourers, who most, of course^ 



work harder and live harder than ihey did 
before. 

If this illustration be at all apt, or, if it 
be true, as it notoriously is, that/Msaper- 
ism has kept close upon the heels of /«ra-. 
/to;i, what ground is there for saying, or 
supposing, that one tax, any more than 
another tax, affects the poorer classes? 
fiut, neither is it true, that one tax, any- 
more than another, tends to take away the 
landlords* estates, except, indeed a direct 
tax on their property, whkb tax the funds 
would be exempted from ; because, in this 
paKicular case, the tax on the land would 
be paid to private persom ; who own the 
funds. On the other hand, a tax upon 
the funds which should not be extended to 
the land, would be in fact, a deduction 
from the interest of the Debt, and would 
operate partially. Whether this would 
be wise or foolish, just or unjust, I will 
leave others to determine. But, the pro- 
ject has been broached even in the par- 
liament; though I can remember the time, 
when any man, who should have dared to 
suggest such a measure would have shared 
in that odium mixed with ridicule, which 
I alone had so long to endure. 

It is, then, the sum total qt the taxes, 
to which the eye of the real politician will 
be directed ; and, in the falling off in this 
sum total he will see the surest, if not the 
only, si^ of an approaching change in &e 
system of sway in this country, and of the 
state of the representation, without which, 
I, for my part, shall view any change with 
an eye of perfect indifference. 

In this view of the matter, it may be 
useful to inquire a little into the probabi- 
lity, nnder the present aspect of things, of 
the government being able to collect the 
present total amount during the present 
year. I must, however, be clearly un- 
derstood here as speaking under the sup- 
position, that the paper-money will retain 
its present value ; because, if the Old 
Lady in Threadneedle Street should take 
to feeding John Bull again with Bank 
notes in as great abundance as formerly, 
and if her numerous Daughters should re- 
vive their former practice, I will answer 
for nothing but the flagrant exposure to 
the whole world of the paper-system. Mr, 
Vansittart has lately said, X\i»Xhe hopes 
the Bank will resume its payments in tpe^ 
cie. I wish she may with all my heart. 
He dki not say when he expected this i 
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pictoas eteot. The sooner the better, 
howerer ; for, wfaeoeTer the day comes, the 
arerage price of wheat will beyby^r shillings 
a bushel, or thereabouts; the quartern loaf 
will sell for 4d. and we shall hare a con^ 
stiitUional reform in the Commons^ House 
of Parliament^ which, lam convinced, we 
neyer shall hare if the bushel of wheat 
does not come down, and remain at 5s. or 
less. It may seem an odd notion, that a 
political reform should depend on.the price 
of the bushel of wheat; but, so thoroughly 
am I convinced of the correctness of 
this notion, that I keep my hoping eye 
Tery steadily on the market-list. All has 
been done by paper; the Triennial Bill, 
the Septennial Bill; the whole has been 
done by the paper-money. All that Swift 
and the Tories foretold,, with regard to the 
effects of the- paper-system, has come to 
pass to the very letter. They had very 
clear Tietvs of the nature and tendency 
of the system. These views have been 
obscured since North and Pitt got into 
power. But, now again, men seem to be 
returning to the light. The estates have, 
as Swift foretold they would, been chang- 
ing owners from 1740 to the present day. 
The change was imperceptible for a good 
while. Of late it lias been visible enough; 
butnozs?, the question. simply is, shall ike 
present landlords retain their estates^ or 
shall they lose them in the space of ten 
years f That this is the only real ques- 
tion, and that this is clear to every man of 
common sense is now notorious. 

But, to return to the point, whether It 
be probable that QO millions or 70 mil- 
lions of taxes can now be collected in the 
country, during this year, even with the 
income tax at ten per cent. I am whojly 
at a loss to discover how any man can en- 
tertain the notion. It is notorious that 
rents must /a// one-half^ or that the farms 
will remain witHoiU tenants. Of course, 
the Income Tax on Jand must fall off one 
half. It is notorious that land has fallen 
nearly one-half in value, and, of course, 
the stamp , dtUies on sales, mortgages, 
transfers, settlements, bequests, aliena- 
tions, must fall off one-half. It is no- 
torious that goods sold at auction have 
fallen in nearly the same proportion ; and, 
of course, here must be a similar falling 
off in duty. It is notorious, that there is 
a falling off to an immense amount in the 
consumption of wine, sugar, tea, candles, 
soap^ and in that of what is of more im- 



portance than all the rest of exciseable 
articles, malt (including beer). And, is 
any one so obstinate as to contend, or, so 
foolish as to believe, that as large a to- 
tal amount as usual can be raised iii 
taxes from the carriages, horses, and dogs, 
the half of which have been actually flung 
bye, or destroyed; from windows the half 
of which have been shut up ; and from 
horses a very considerable part of the 
largest of which have been conipletely 
evacuated? 

Some gentlemen, in parliament, have ^ 
given instances of whole parishes that 
have not paid the Property Tax for the 
half year to last Michaelmas. We see in 
the news-papers real estates advertised ybr 
sale by order of the Commissioners of the 
Property Tax! To be sure this is an ef- 
fectual way of getting the tax; but, Aon> 
long can this last? Some months ago, I 
said, that the taxes of this year were paid 
out of the capital of the farmers and 
traders. Those of them who had no mo- 
ney by them, and could borrow none, have 
sold off stock which they ought to have 
kept. Those who had not stock enough, 
have gone to jail. The taxes, which stana 
first on the list of legal demands, have ge- 
nerally, perhaps, been got this time ; but, 
will thev be got a second time in the same 
way? To believ^e this, to hope it, does 
really appear to me to be proof positive of 
the wildest infatuation. 

I asked a gentleman, the other day, 
what he thought was the real opinion of 
the ministers as to the prospect before 
them. Ilis answer was to this effect : 
" Why, Cobbett, should you be surprized 
" at their ignorance of such matters ? It 
" requires not only a solid head to start 
^^ with, but great observation and long re- 
" flection, to enable any'man to form any 
\' thing like a correct opinion upon such a 
" subject ; and, supposing the minfsters 
*^ to b^ naturally profound men, what 
'' time or opportunity have they for re- 
'' flection or observation, engaged, as ithey 
" incessantly are, in all sorts of miserable 
"details and disputes? And, as to the 
" information which they receive from 
" their underlings, those underlings knew 
" their own interest too well lo tell their 
"masters disagreeable truths. Thus ig- 
'* norant themselves, from the want of 
" time to see and think, and deceived by 
" those on whom they rely for a know- 
" ledge of facts s and, afmd to look at 
K ^ 
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" tie dark side of the picture, and kiso 
'« afraid to confess the necessity of any 
*^* chahge that woixTd tliro'w discredit on 
'*' the system, they are endeavoVii^fig to 
*" force things along in the Usual '^ay, rfnd 
^' at any rate, to get over this Session, aiid 
« try the'Chapter of AccWcnts." 

There certainly Is no other w&v of Ac- 
counting for theh'gh tone of the Re]3:Gnl''s 
speech, anA the passages of tlie address^ 
Which bragged about the j)roSperity of 
the Country. Nay, about the sftine time, 
there appeared In print k ^p^cch of the 
Prime Minifiter^ inade to a tiible Society 
at Dover, in which hfe talked of the *' uh- 
lexanipled iirdspertly of the coxlntty:' It 
b'tbo much to suppose, Vhat, cs^eciatly 
vpvn such an occasion. He Wduld haVe 
ottered a wilful falsiehood; "becktise;, be- 
sides ihe grossness of the hnpiety, he mulft 
liave been surp, that the falshob'd would 
ibe Manifest to the whole country. There- 
Yore, if ne uttered the speech attrfbi/tisd 
"to nirii, he must have Wn as coriiplotciljr 
5gnorant, of ihe real state of Etiglhnd as 
lie may 1)0 supposed to be of the real 
ViiEite^f the people in the Moon, 
^po'n'the subject of the Siandmg Army ' 
thcreliave been some cxcetlent speeches; 
1)ut, amongst , them all, 1 admire most 
that of Lord FolkestoVk on accouilt of 
somc.partlcular points, on which he tbiich- 
ed. He'showefd, 1)y cited numerous in-| 
staoces, how the military power and an- 
'thbrity had beeji creeping bv<<r lis. He 
jpiointed 'out endless cases, in Which the 
Daybnet li^d supplauto'd the donstable^s 
^stafF. feut, what pleaded tne most was 
*liifl pbservatibns on the MiTiiary Asylum 
ind Military Academy^i which', by-thc- 
"bye, tVere are many. The grand afftiir of 
this sort i J on a barren heathy about 30 
miles from London. A schbol! Faith it 
)s an immefise palace ! Tfiere is a regular 
fort erected near it.^ The hodses of Tu- 
tors, f urvWbrs, &Ci form a sort of town^ 
it a iittlQ distance, which is caJTed York 
Town, and/il5^£here'is*a hill at one end of 
the town, it *is*^called Osnoburgh Hill! 
^^he tont^memblex^y perhaps, icalled little 
Qermany. The boys, who are placed in 
^is seminary, are cUd Tn regimentals. 
They wear uncouth caps with a Number 
^upofi jliem. T^hus "secluded from the 

Eepple from fheir infancy^ what are fhey 
l^^ly to become? And' what is become 
:Qf the i^rgument, so frequently jused of 
late years, that (he "people of England 



can be in "no danger from an ahny ;t<>i&* 
raandcd by IBn^i^^eniftsmtnf 

However, these at^c only indlcatlotis of 
Virishes, which ^\\\ nfeVer bte realized. AM 
the whole of the sfcfretne is Vain. ftTievdr 
can be carried Wto cflfect fonr any lengtli of 
trfno. I afn s\i"r'e it c^nlfitft 1 am, there- 
fcre, in Yi6 AppVehctasion, fcboutth^ MiAhI- 
TiSg army on' atiy dfter accduVrt fhafli 
ks regards it% expferide, and the Irtcapadty 
'f?rat It will pi^adiice f6 rtalce fthy fhing 
like Hfair Cahptmhise "bettceeft the Ittrii 
'Hnd the fihid^. This Is the rSal m^ag^ihre 
to be adopted^ rftid Ihkt, too, as tfjt^cdJIy 
as possible, before the '()kr«es rfs<?tihie kny 
thing Te*(?nibrii% an open ie^aritlfbh ih the 
eyes of the tiation at t^i^ge; for, if fliat 
'o'rtde tafke 'i)lace, faVcrw^l to iaH hcf^ies 
bf Jtifetlce. THh disctissidn aTjont fhe In- 
come Tax has had u tdnd^hcy to b«!gin 
the breach ; f6r, \t ^-ks irtipdsslbfe, during 
^uch a discussion, for XHe MhdhhoMers t6 
refrain from confra^ihg -flielr lot VMi 
that of the'fdn^blders. If these disptit« 
go on, they wrfl end In open contests; 
these ivill soon ^become of a very hostile 
nature; and, when anger once supplies 
the'pTacc of reflection, justic'e stands but % 
very miserable chance. 

The discussions upbn the subject of the 
krmy have brought* forth some statements 
relative to Ireldndj which are valuable, 
because thdy cbntain an account of the 
state of that'cbuntry, given by the mtniim 
ters themselves. But, before rfenter upon 
this part Of my subject, T must notice the 
taUgUage of some ofthe persons, pfes^nU 
ihg" petitions against 'tWclncome Tax. 

air WittiAik Ci/hTis said, bn prefseht- 
iug a petition frdm the Tow^r Ward, that 
he hid knbwh 'the pctltibhcrs for 30 
years, artd that they had always been dis- 
tinguished for their lojfHlfy, Others say, 
that they have paid, without gtudgirig^ 
taxes to carry bn r^ war\ and, that 
they wbuld do the safne again. I dare 
say they woiiTd, if they could; biit, I dan 
assure fhem. fhftt, good lAs Chcir Hearts 
'might be in the cause, ihelr purses ivould 
fail them this ITme, unless wh^t t'OSe'to 
'20s/a bushd, and then we rti^t p^^tty 
nearly 'cover our houses with paper-mo- 
ney. When 1 hear the lamcii table ac- 
counts of the miseries of the country; 
"when I hear of the cutting the throats of 
hunters and dogs for fear of the ^ax-ga. 
therer; When I hear of the fhb'u^nds of 
fatailies, t>Iungcd Into dtttr^s it hobnej 
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^hile the heads of tbe^ are sentto jail ; 
ifhf^n I hear qf tl\e sha^c, confusion, and 
distri^ction which the effects of the war 
are creating all over the kingdon ; when 
I hear ihe descriptions of the screaming 
wives and children while 'suicide, from pe- 
cuniary distress, is making such dreadful 
ravages: when I hear of all these I can- 
not help remembering how many men 
h^ye supered from Ex-qfficio prosecutions 
for publishing writings against the system, 
which has, at last, led to these coiise- 
queuces^ and that they sqllered, too, wifh- 
014/ catling Jorth petitions to parliament 
from ant/ portion of this same people. 
And I 8houl<| be guilty of real baseness ; 
I should do violence to my own feeljngs, 
as well as to those of all that belong \o 
me, if I were tp disguise", that, upon this 
ocpasioQ, that \f e do not feel as we should 
have felt ha^ we ourselves never suffered. 
ft|en, of great respectability, are now 
going to jail nnd lenviii^ iht^ir famdies in 
tears. And, did not 1 ^o 10 Jail? Men 
are stripped of thrir proji^^riy. And wa? 
i^ot \ stripped of my properly 1 Jt is no- 
torious, th^t, with the exception of Lon- 
dpp fipd Westniirisler^ Nornicb^ Not- 
tiq^jiam and ShclTield, thcru h hardly any 

Si^r^ of England 3 whjuh has, in wny consi- 
^x^hW body, isver discovered any feeling 
for the Buffererb of fhe pn'ss ,- and yd the 
labours of thosi- ^ujlerrrs, if thrj li^d had 
their, frep cojir^ie, would havf? prr^ented 
tjip presci^t c.ibmities. 

And, let ui begr in miiul^ too, that 
tfipse sufferings, ^^hich an^e u holly from 
the >var, and from the Debt and army 
which ^e war ba^ jcptailed on this coun- 
try 7 have n^t con^e uatil after the ca^s^ 
f}f tff€r(i has been the c^Mse of other peo- 
ple^t sufferings. Xhp chuckle-headed far- 
mer, who .used to revel in delight at hcar- 
Kg pf Jacobins sent to jail, shp^ild, when 
\ |s f^o\nz to jail hijnself, recollect those 
^in^jes. He use4 to C9.1( for another bot- 
tle to finish his b^a$tlv mess, whep the 
Jie|ivs. paper arrived ^nd told h{m of t^o 
ev^s/At^ons in France 9r of those in 
America. Let h;ip now, then, as he en- 
t^r^ the jail door /]or the want of meiin.s to 

eiy the expcQces of those exploits, how 
s h/eajd i^ the ')^^T an4 acknovi led^e tlie 
iiist^ pf b'i9 fate. How umny of tliLse 
ii)^pji^i^t ^ep h^ve (behind my back) 
caAed xsifi *' an.enpjnjf of (he count r^V.^ 
yTjbeat ^i%)$. a^tt3hel tjiey callj^d^^ M& 



cohntrt/J*'' Those who could make their 
spns cxcisemeii or custom-house officers 
they called the country. They have no\y 
found, that this countnj has slipped 
through their fingrcrs. One of my chief 
objects in goini; to Winchester, the other 
day, was to sec how these '* loyal*' mea 
now looked. Faith 1 they were changed! 
They looked as if they had just come 
from having a tooth drawn. Monstrously 
sulky. \i was easy to distinguish the Ja- 
cobins from the '' Loyal ". The' former, 
though in the same plight as to purse, 
could not refrain from laughing ; and I 
certainly never did hear so much laughter, 
and never laughed so much, on any day 
in my life. I complimented our old op- 
pionents upon the great improvement in 
thejr language and sentiments, and told 
them, that, as it was manifest that theiF 
notions of freedom had risen in a precise 
proportion to the diminution of their 
purses, I felt confident hopes, that, by 
the time that we met again, the Tax-ga- 
thorer woi|ld have gone far towards 
sweating thei^i up to our standard. Some 
of then) endeavoured to force up a smilq, 
but it soon lost itself in a cursing grin. I 
r^mjnded them, that it was not now a bat- 
tie be^^'^en their old friends, the minis. 
tpr^, ^nd us Jacobins; but between their, 
old friends, the ministers, and themselves ; 
and that all that we Jacobins had to do 
was to standby and see fair-i)lay. 

You, in America, will ^yonder how I 
jcan say these b^ter things ; how X cati 
tell so large a part of the community of 
their faults ; 1 can express openly my 
satisfaction, tlyat the lime of suffering & 
arrived for thpse crowds, who, with sucji 
i^isensibjlity, at best, have seen others 
'suffer, and who, in many c^ses, have 
opeply exulted at their suffiering; you 
will wonder how I can say these things, 
how I can laygjj at and ipock the suffer- 
iDgs of thes.e people; you will wonder 
that I do no^ lose all jny reader^. I 
sometirpcs ^opderat }f, roysejf, 'tijl i tajte 
time to reflect. 7 9 be i^re^ thjs consider- 
ation >vould have P9 weight witfi pie ; for, 
what is life wilhowi picfh if re ; and how 
can I have any pleasure, as to public 
affairs, if I stiil,e jny sentiments ? Jf I, 
holding tjje la^/i in ipy hand, do not Jay- 
it on where it is incritecj ? ft is, perhap|, 
qi^i^c ^xnpo^sib/c for any t^iUj to Ije 
xfxpw fif^popular ita^ I am. T^epe aif , 
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to be sure, a great many thousands who 
are my staunch friends ; but, compara- 
tively speaking, ihose arc nothing. Those 
"who rea /, many of them, curse mc. Still 
they read ; but, if the writings convince 
them, Ihey slill hate the writer, because 
he convinces them of the truth of what 
' they droad. Like the Devils, they be- 
lieve and tretj»ble. 

It is quite curious to observe how the 
language and sentiments of (he press and 
of the parliament too have followed my 
language and sentiments, upon numerous 
occasions ; and more particularly as to 
the ejects of the war or our situation in 
peace. Two years ago, when Napoleon 
was banished to Elba, and when (his 
nation were drunk with joy at that event ; 
when it was bawling and shouting round 
*^ Old Blucher " and the kings; when it 
was celebrating, in all the parishes, the 
"triumph of kings " by roasting of oxen 
whole, and by all sorts ot savage anticks ; 
at that time, when the Churchwardens 
and Overseers applied to me to subscribe 
towards a parish ox, my answer was, that 
I should give them not a farthing ; that I 
felt no joy at the event ; and that I 
would suifer none of my ^e^vants or la 
bourers to partake in the festivities. At 
the same time, even while the nation was 
raving- ntad drunk, I told them that the 
time was not ftr distant when (hey would 
curse their tolly. I remember, that, on 
the^ day that all iiampsbire and all the 
neighbouring counties were flocking to 
see the Kings at Portsmouth, I was busy 
in 3, field on the side of (he road, attend- 
ing to the fallowing of a piece of foul 
land, when a clergyman, whom I knew 
rery well, passed in his gig. He stopped, 
and asked me why I did not go to Ports- 
mouth. 1 told him (and he has, I am 
(inre, thought of it a hundred times since), 
that I was endeavouring to provide 
agaiRS^ the miseries that the follies and 
wickedness theji about to be celebrated 
at Portsmouth would bring upon us. I 
told him that the nation was drunk^ and 
that I had never yet seen an instance of 
drunkenness not followed by su tiering of 
some sort or other. I verily believe he 
thought me mad, or,' at least, sunk into a 
state of melancholy ; and, L confess^ that 
this latter would have been the case, had 
I not felt confident, that a short time 
would Terifj my predictions, and give me 



ample vengeance on ^hosej who, at that 
time, exulted in what they deemed the 
total overthrow of all my political prin- 
ciples. 

But, what do I noxc see and hear? 
Why, I see that all my predictions, 
though then regarded as so xcild^ are ful- 
filled, and, that though I was pretty bold 
in my description of the state of (hings 
(hat was to come, the reality has far sur- 
passed the speculation. And 1 hear my 
sentiments, n)V doctrines, my very words, 
repeated (as if they were their ozcn} by 
those writers and speakers, who used to 
ridicule, or abuse me and my notions. I 
see writers and speech-makers now com- 
ing forth with descriptions of the causes 
of the evil and with remedief^^ which they, 
with (he most admirable appearance of 
simplicity, publish or utter^ as their owiiy 
every word, or, at least every (hought of 
which I could, if it were worth (he trou- 
ble, show, that I have been, for years, 
endeavouring to hammer into the heads of 
this nation. 1 have, as I observed in my 
last Number, not more than a hundretk 
part of the English press in my hands. I 
mean a hundredth part of the pozcer of the 
press ; for, as to the property of the press, 
or the quantiitf of it, 1 do believe 1 have 
more than a thousandth part, and, per- 
haps, not a txso thousandth part. Well, 
until the very eve of the meeting of par- 
liament, there was only my small portion 
of the press, unenlivened as my dry and 
unpopular matter is by any mixture of 
amusing novelties, and clogged as it ne- 
cessarily must be w ith a high price ; there 
was only (hi8 (rifling portion of (he Eng- 
lish press that appeared to have any 
knowledge of any distress existing in the 
country. Hence it is, that the calamities 
seem to have burst upon us like the 
thunder-clouds burst sometimes over the 
houses in Pennsylvania. Men feli dis- 
tress themselves ; but they knew nothing 
of its general prevalence ; nothing at all 
of the causes of it ; and had not the 
smallest idea of any remedtj. I say it with 
confidence, that, in the month of Decern* 
ber last, the real situation of England, and 
the dangers which were approaching her, 
were be(tcr understobd on the lianks of 
the Ohio and of the Mississippi than on 
the banks of the Severn and the Thames ; 
because, by the means of re-publication^ 
the people, in general, inhabiting the 
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former bad then road my essays of last 
autumn ; and, because,. the inhabitants of 
the latter, even if it had been possible to 
force them to read those essays,, had so 
many other putHication'^ to undo all that 
I was able to do ; had their ears so inces- 
santly assailt'd by pleasing falsehoods, 
that my eHorts were rendered of no effect 
But, experience of the foreboded evils has 
done the thing foK me. The lessons of 
theory nhich come offer practice ar« aN 
ways the :ioonest learnt. The man. who never 
had a leg. sawed off (a pretty lucky man, 
indeed, if he has, with a sore toe, fallen 
into the clutches of some of our modern 
surgeons) will be much longer in acquiring 
right notions of the previous and subse- 
quent feelings than one who has had a leg 
sawed off. So also the yeomanry cavalry, 
who are now crowding to our jails, under- 
stand my essays at the yery first reading ; 
and, though thoy curse joie most heartily 
for the truths which I tell them, and even 
for h'aTiug so long warned them of their 
danger, still they do, at any rate, now 
utujier stand what I write. They are no 
longer to be deluded. 

** But," some one will say, " is it not 
^ enough to have triumphed over this host 
'^ of prejudices and calumnies and indig- 
^^ nities, without pursuing, with such ap. 
^^ parent rancour, those whom you see 
" converted P* In the first place, they 
are not converted. They suffer, but they 
do not amend, except inasmuch as they 
are amended by compulsion. Besides, 
have they ever shown any compassion to a 
fallen (oe ? Have they been merciful in 
the day of their power ? And, moreover, 
it is necessary, with a view to the future, 
to assert now my right to be attended to ; 
for, io spite of what Lord Castlereagh and 
his colleagues are pleased to say about the 
temporary nature of the present distress, 
it. will soon be found, that we are only at 
the tfeginning of our troubles ; and, that 
schemes of real and substantial change 
will, at no distant day, have to be dis- 
cussed. 

As I have been thcf advanced guard 
>DpoD all other occasions, so, I see I must 
be here. In my next Number I WILL 
PROPOSE MY REMEDY, which shall 
be ao effectual one. I have waited to see 
Aether any 4>thcr man had the boldness 
to do this ; but, though I now and then 
hear a word or two dropped, which seem 
to indicate that the speaker is upon the I 



right scent; though my ear is occasionallj^ 
delighted with a sudden burst, which calls 
forth a " hark to him !^^ 1 am always dis- 
appointed, and can discover no hope of 
seeing that old Fox, the Pitt System, 
fairly driven from his cover. He has,, 
after much di.i^ging and firking, bci*n un» 
earthed; but he still hides himself in the 
thicket sand coppices. Out, however, he 
must come now; we must have him in full 
view, and the pack open-mouthed at his 
heels. This job is, I clearly perceive,, 
reserved for me ; and^ next zoeeky health 
and weather permitting, I will assuredly 
perform it, and that, too, in fine style. I 
only wish that Pitt and Dundas and Per- 
ceval were alive (God forgive me !) to see 
the sport. 

I now proceed to notice the account 
which the ministers themselves give of the- 
use which the 25,000 soldiers are to be- 
put to in IRELAND, and which account. 
i find in the speech of Mr. PEEL, de-. 
livered in the House of Commons on the 
2Sth of February. 

^^ Mjc. Peel rose to explain the grounds. 
" upon which it was necessary that a, 
^^ force amounting 25,000 men should be 
'^ kept up in Ireland ; and in so doing he 
^^ should be most anxious to avoid every. 
'^ allusion or argument that could possibly 
^^ tend to provoke what might be consi. 
<< dered as a political discussion. The 
^' House could not but be aware of the 
^^ great difference between the condition. 
^^ of Ireland and this country,, and that 
^^ the expediency of any measure in re* 
*' ference to the former, was not to be- 
'^ estimated by its fitness or necessity as 
^< to the latter. In particular it was to 
^^ be recollected that Ireland did not, and 
'^ from particular circumstances, could 
'^ not, possess that greatest of all bless* 
" ings^ a resident Gentry, He should 
^' not inquire now into the reasons for 
*^^hat condition, or into the causes of 
** mcmy other things which materially af-. 
" fected the tranquillity and happiness of 
'^ Ireland. He should confine himself 
" merely to facts. The military force of 
" Ireland were appointed to three de. 
'^ scriptions of employments; first, that 
" employment which might be considered. 
"as strictly ^lilitary ; secondly, in pre* 
*^ serving the peace and aiding the, civil: 
^^ power of the country; and thirdly^ ia. 
'* suppressing that great and. general. 
(^ grievance, illicit distillatiQn,.. It should. 
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*< be remembered, hotrevcr, that tbouj^h 
*' the nominal force which WAs to bo kept 
*^ up in Ireland was ^5,000 men, yet the 
•^ effectife number ^ould Hot, at any 
•* time, exccfed 20,000. It would be e\- 
*' trcrpGty dilHcutt to ascertain with pre- 
*' cision the exatt amount that would be 
^' required for the performance of the 
*^ strict mlliliry duties to which he had 
*' illudcd ; but'he could assurfe the llOuse 
*^ that every effort had beert etiipldyed, 
** by consulting th6 most ihtelligcnt mili- 
*^ tary men upon ttiat subject, in ofder 
^^ to reduce it as much as pdss!!)lc. With 
^* respect to the other, and tht* more dcii- 
** cOfc pdrt of the application of this ml- 
^ lltafy force, nAmely, irt j^reierTirtg the 
*' peace of Ireland, he wished to entei* 
'* into d f^w details. The Army of Ire- 
** lAiid Aias, at the present moment, di- 
^^ tidW into four hundred and fortt^'one 
*^ ^iatioHs^ ah'd he would ctplain upon 
^* iilrhat principle. The IlouS'e must riot 
** Suppose that Ihie Goternmcnt of Ireland 
*^ .listened to cTerv hasty application on 
** tfie part of the MapistVabs foV the em- 
** pioyment of a billilary fd^ce. On the 
*'' Contrary, (he aristrer invariAbly was, 
^ that it Was thipoSsibTc to jittcrtd to cvtry 
" individual application, and that it was 
<* ntecessu^y ^ome line snoufd be draWh. 
«^ Wh^n, thercfbre, the State df a country 
, *^ was such a$ srecm6d to re^|u1r6 thfe inter- 
/* fyo^tioi^ ot the military, directions Were 
** given f6r Summoning the Magistrates, 
** who disctissed the Question of Its neccs- 
'* Sky ; but cfcftl iheir decision^ wben in 
** favour of the employment of a military 
**fotde was^nbt consJaered as conclusive, 
*^ nntess co'nflrmfed hjj the bpinion of the 
^ Cofhrnnridihg Officer of the district. 
*^ Notwithstanding, howev'er, all those 
<* precautiotikry measnres, the number of 
*< military ijuarters ahiounted, as he ^ad , 
" already statcfd, to 441, though it was 
^* to be observed, that upon the reduction 
^^ of the array, tedre thah ^00 of those 
^^ quarters would be abandoned. For 
^^ himself, he certainly entertertaincd ho 
^^ jtreditectidHfor aniilitari/forcei biit at 
<^ the same time he must say, that it was 
^^ better to execute Juitioe by a military 
^^ force ^ than not to execute it at all, 
^* jrftekr, bear !] fcycn in a constitu* 
^^ttonal point of view, indeed, and as a 
^* inekns e^ avoidhig the recurrence to 
^^ 'those .l^gislatii^e incasu'res wliich that 
f^&tthHe'bad sail(^ti6ned, it l¥ks pefha^is 




" profcraWc to employ a mHltrtry fotdi 
'^in aidirt;]r the Civil power to mairitain 
*' tranquillity. There trere many parts 
^^ of Ireland fn ^hich it \^as absolutely 
" necessary either to employ soldiers, 
•* or i6 resort to the Ihsutrection Act. — 
'*Thc vdrioufi cOHses^ jxtftitlcal as M^ 
'^ as mordl, which fe<ider<?d ft unavoid- 
*^able to cmplcjy such measures, fof 
" maintaining the public peacp, he did 
" not then ineim to discuss ; iyut iliany Ub* 
** nourable Gentlctnan, especially tboso 
^ who were the Repr\*^etitatives of thht 
*< country, could not be altogether uhac- 
^* quaitlten with them. With respect to an- 
** dther part of the subject, he meant the 
^ employment of the military in doing the 
" duty of custorH house officers^ he could 
** state thai that system had prevailed in 
*< trefand at least since the year 17?9,for 
^ at thiit peHod a i-egulatiort was made aa. 
*< thttrising theempldyfti^t of soldferi to 
" i-eprefiS the ptactlcfc of illicit distillation, 
" atld dhleringthat any officer who refused 
^< to let his men be st> employed should be 
" brought to a court martial. * He would 
^^ submit to the House a comparitive state- 
'^ me^t of the amount ot force employ^ 
'^ upon this scr?ice at different periods* 
« In 1806 Ihet-e were four hundred and 
^< f6rty-eight military parties occupied ia 
"detecting illicit distillation: in 1807, 
" five hundVed and tiinety-eight ; in 1808, 
"431 ; irt later periods still more: and 
"in th6 half year ending with Dec. 18lB, 
" they amort\jted to 1S89. the absolute 
*' itecessiti/ of employing the milTtary oq 
" that kind 6f service was zceli knozz>n to 
" ercry pets6n ^hb was hi all acquainted 
'* Mrith the actui^l condition Of those parts 
" of Ireland "'wbere ilikTt distfllation 
'* most preraiWd. He wished, hoWerbi^ 
" to guaKd the House from supposing tbat 
'' be <JoYisidercd those temporaty reme- 
"dies as affording titi\ permanent relief; 
"life was fdlly sensHJre that they could 
'* not affoi'd such telief; but still, wbile 
"Iftiat disposffl^n to turbulence and riot 
" existed, no one could deny thai it must 
" be vigbi'ously Aecked. the only radj- 
" cal, aiid ^Substantial, atid permanent 
" ffcficf f\\dt could be 'cal(5ulaW upon, 
" thiist ai'iSfe ffofn thi: diffusion of know^ 
^^Iddge and eduddtton' among the lozcer 
" classes of the ^Ifish poptiidtion; and Tic, 
" sh6uld exircthdtv dt^pfecsite, even in 
"these UtA^ of geriefta^cconomy, that ' 
"tDtf^t tmWi^e Bp^lic^tioti of the prin. 
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** dp!e of eci>noitiy, whieh woxM tend to 
** obitfoct ^he progresf, or to iirnk the 
*• extent of that knowledge and education. 
^* [Hear, hear!] It would be infinitely 
** better to have an enUgkiened CaihoHe 
^< population than aa ignoraat one. The 
** Right Hon. Gentleman entered into a 
** variety of other details, which the late- 
^* nesi of the hour pretcirts us from giving 
^* ftt that length which their importance 
•* requires." 

So, then, the Irish nation is to continue 
to be governed in this way, Hill they are en- 
tigktcned ! But, by the bare perusal of this 
speech, my blood is put into a state which 
(Shqualifies me for the comments that I in- 
tended to malLe on it. They must, there- 
for*, be sent off fbr publication in Ame- 
rica, together with the observations, sog- 
gekted by an article in the news-papers, 
by which we arc informed, that the IN- 
DIAN CHIEF, ktcly brought over by 
Col. NicnoLLs, of the Marines, b ap- 
pt>itit^ a Mayor in otir sertice. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



P. S. « The gaHed jade wlnct?*." I 
p^fcdve, that Mr. Horner and Mr. Tier- 
»er call It CANT tt) acaaso them and 
dieir fcolkagucs of raifdng the Income Tax 
to ten per cent frotn six and a quart er, 
Thtsy call this the cant out of doors. It 
ift lucky for them that they are in dpvrs. 
Some other peoj^e who are ont of doors 
mlglit 1>€ k\ dooTs too, if Mr. Horner's sa- 
lary trei-c ditrded in hundTcds amongst 
tikfni. But^ as to its bdng cant to accuse 
Aft VVhigs of raising the tax to leu per 
Cimtam from tJJ, what is -meant by cant? 
Catft incatis h^fpocriticxA talk ; as when a 
ntan "sees, without saying a word, the peo- 
pte of Ehigland becoming red slaves un- 
der the tiame of paupers, mid farmed oirt 
to k^ep kittle cattle at straw yard; when 
a Ynun can say this, Vhhotrt making any 
effbn to tesscn those places and pensions 
tirl^ch are partly the cause of this shtvcry, 
and yet sc^ np a ^resrt cry again^ the 
slaTeiy of the Afilcans, he is justly ac- 
ctrsed off cant. So also, when the ^ame 
iHfrn, (sxpressty or tacitly, approves o^f the 
re-ens!aving of fratrce, Italy, and Spain, 
aofd finds ftiaU with the mhiisters "because 
fliey huve not done enough against Ame- 
rica, anfl yet takes tncrit to himself for 
wllat Tie "has done in behalf ctfihe Negro 
people, ire justly acotne bhn trf cant. 



But, when we hear the Incone Tax eaXM 
erery thing that is abominable, ia primed* 
pie as in practice^ are we to be aocnted ftf 
cant if we remind the public that t)M 
Whigs^ who now wish tor tkrust out tk^ 
Ministers^ raised .this abominable tax fr«ai 
G^ to 10 per pent ? We were told 1^ H 
Whig, at Winchester, that the tax wat m 
robbery^ and, was it cant to roproaeh him 
with having been a Commissioner of thai 
Tax for many years ? Many of the peti* 
tions, now pouring in, complain of the 
Sinecure Places^ and, Is it can/, then, for 
us to say that the Whig» have their full 
share of this species of emolament ? Is It 
cant to say, that they, when in place, did 
the most odious thing in this way that eyer 
was done ? Is it cant to say that thej 
pensioned off Sir Charles Saxtoa. the 
Commissioner of the Dock yard at Forts, 
mouth, and put Lord Grey's brother im 
his place? Is it cant to say, that, in 
order to enable their leader, Lord Gren* 
Tille, to hold a sinecure of j^4000 a vaay 
along with his place as first Lard aSfka 
Treasury, they brought In and paasedP aa 
ac^ of parliament ? Is it cant to say, that 
they augmented the number of lUno* 
verian troops to serre in England? Is U 
cunt to say, that tkey squandered the 
public money in paying Pitt's Debts aadl 
fn erocting a monument ia honour of his 
memory, expressly on tjhc score of his 
public services? it is omut to say, that 
they went to war with Prussia soIc4y 
for the sa4ce of Iktnover? Is it cant 
to say, that^ in their Income Tax law^ 
they exempted tli« fuwded p^^opertj of 
the kingy wfio has lent large mwis to hit 
losing subjects ? Is it ^emnt ia say, tiiak 
they drew up and left in tl>e ofice tha 
rery bill, wtiich when passed mta a law,, 
became that law by whidi peofie are shot 
vp in their houses in tTcland? Why^ . 
if it be cant to say these things, it Js^ 
ef course, Tery shatneiffrt ^oamt 4o say, tliat 
tlie Wht^ ware eren >ba4der than their 
opponents in defending Castieaeagh- asaA 
piercersfl on fbe ocoasien 4f( Mr. Mmw. 
iKyoKs's moticHi of If ay 11, tB09 ? Ckni^ 
howerer, ais fhis may *be, it «»itl, as lon» 
as Any •of fbe partly lire, he remembered 
and mentTonedtoo. W4iat ! Oo thepartfy 
suppose, tint fhc people^ who are nojw 
petitioning, 'have any reliance on fthem't 
They really do appear to thin^ so. Tbegr 
are^therdfore, -eioeedlngly -angry *wWi ^ei^ 
fhose, iwlio TCflrinA *tho <peo]^ qf ^"" 
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deeds. What I are the peo/»^ petitioning 
to hdfe Lord Grenville put into power ? 
Oh, no! Mr. Hornbr, the people desire 
no such thing ; no nor do they desire 
to see 1/ou Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
jthough Lih ; for, 1 should really like 
to see what yon would do with the thing. 
Somebody observed, the other night, that 
your kno>vled^e in matters of finance yi3i& 
mtqaett noble. Whether this was in 
joke, ur in earnest, 1 am sorry your pro- 
position to make the bank pa^ in specie 
was not adopted ; for, the whole conm 
cetn uould have been wound up by this 
time, if it had been adopted. Wheat 
would now have been 4^. a bushel, 
or thereabouts. Now, when the war is 
at an end, why do you not stir against 
the Restriction Law ? That law will ex. 
pire oi Itself, if not renewed. Will It be 
renewt^, though you would have had it 
repealed in zcar^ To make the Bank pay 
in specie was Lord Grenville's and your 
scheme. And will you not urge its adop.' 
tion now in time of peace ? This scheme 
showed to me, at the time (and I pointed 
it out) how little either of you understood 
of the matter; how shallow your view of 
the matter was^when you could talk of re^ 
storing the cur|\;ncy of the country to a 
healthy state: 1 told you, that the bare 
attempt would ruin all persons in agricuU 
twe and trade. Look into *' Paper against 
^^ Goid^'*' and you will see, that i told you 
io. The ruin is come even before your 
scheme is half carried into effect. Is it 
cant to remind the public of this ? Is it 
cant to remind them, that tfou were one of 
the advocates for raising the salaries of 
the Judge^^ on account of the rise in the 
price of labour and of the necessaries of 
Ufe? And will it be cant to complain of 
you, if you do not now propose to lozcer 
them again ? Many of the- petitions ask 
for an .abolition of sinecures and unearned 
pensions and a reduction of salaries. Not 
a word do I hear about any of these in the 
speeehes against ministers by the party, 
yet, compared with these the Income Tax 
is, in my view of the matter, a mere trifie. 
I do not mean in amount; I mean in mis- 
chief, in injury to the people. The pe- 
titioners, too, are guilty of canty I sup- 
pose, as far as these complaints go I How- 
ever, it is no matter. The thing, the 
whole concern, is now got into such a 
state ; there 4s such a mess of it alto 
gether, that I defy an^ body to prevent 



I a radical change? and, for my part, I 
think that the only thing we have to at- 
tend to, is to keep in mind the past con- 
duct of those who are, or may be, candi* 
dates for place again. 



The Examiner. 
The Editor of this paper, Ma. Leigh 
Hunt, was, in the last iiegister, called 
" a paid'for paragraph monger,^* lie 
was so called during some remarks on a 
charge, which he had preferred against J/r. 
Hunt of Hampshire^ of being employed by 
the Minist/y to go to the iVestminster 
Meeting to do iiyury to the cause of the 
people, A writer in the blxamincr of last 
week, calls the charge of paragraph sell- 
iug a calumny. If it be one, is it ^o great 
a calumny as the charge against Mr. Hunt 
of Hampshire ? However, I, at any rate, 
put my name to what I published about 
the paid-for paragraph monger ; and I 
do not find any name to the contradic- 
tion. I observe, too, that no name ap- 
pears to the charge against Mr. Hunt of 
Hampshire. — -This is not the first thne 
that the venom^ quite unprovoked, of the 
Examiner has been spit out against Mr. 
Hunt. Upon one occasion, when he had 
made a speech at the Crown and Anchor 
against Gibbs (the then Attorney-Ge- 
neral), the most base attack was made 
on him by the Examiner, in whieb paper 
he was pointed out in a way, calculated 
to prepare^ before^hand, a justification of 
a prosecution against him, — Was this 
fair? It did not answer ,it^ intended pur- 
pose ; and the author of it (to the sorrow 
of all good men) had soon afterwards two 
years leisure to reflect on the subject. — 
Suppose Mr. Hunt to have been indiscreet 
at the Crown and Anchor? Suppose that 
his attack on Gibbs was outrageously vio- 
lent? Suppose that he went beyond all 
bounds of decorum in his expressions of 
abhorrence of this man's character and 
conduct? Suppose all this; was it for a 
public writer of that day to find fault with 
this indiscreet zeal? Was it for any one 
but a mere hireling to point out this speech 
io public reprobation? The Examiner 
seems to suppose^ that there is a middle 
course to steer; that there are two par" 
ties amongst the debaters; that one is 
better than the other; that, a change of 
ministry would do us good. Well, let 
him think so ; but, let him not utter real 
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cdlumnies against snch men as Mr. Hunt, 
who thinks, as I do, that to hold forth 
the notion of redress'to be obtained by a 
change of oinistry is to delude and cheat 
and abuse the nation, though the writer 
may be not aware of what he is really 
doing. — ir, indeed, the Examiner, as its 
titli- impoits, had examined the speech of 
Mr. Hunt; had shown, or endeavoured to 
show, that it was f<dse or footish^ no one 
would hate had a right to complain ; but, 
to suppress the peeth and abuse the speaker 
was too foul a proceeding to pass without 
reprobation. — If Mr Hunt acted impru- 
dently, why not show the imprudence of 
his conduct ? Was it fair, at any rate, 
to suppress his speech, while his con- 
duct was so grossly commented On ? For 
my own part, as far as 1 have been able 
to gather from the speech itself, I thiitk 
ho acted perfectly right. 1 do not find, 
that he said any thing injurious either to 
or of Mr. Brand, Mr. Bennet, or Mr. 
I^ambton. He expressed his fears of Mr. 
Broogham a& a laisyer; and, surely, what 
he has seen of other lawyers may well jus- 
tify such fears. I hope, that, in this case^ 
we shall see an exception, 1 think, that, 
even if Mr. Brougham were bent upon 
promotion^ he is too wise to see, that it 
can, for any length of time, be secured un- 
der the present system, — But, after all, it 
does no^ signify, in my opinion a straw 
what th.' parties do. If the system re- 
main unchanged radicalli/t it is no matter 
who is iii power: if it be radiaiUy changed 
the proper persons will be sure to be in 
power. The best thing is to keep on 
telling the people good home truths ; and, 
indeed, this is the onl> thing that is, or 
can be, of an) use. — What do I care, or 
what need any man of sense care, about a 
standing army, while the Attorney Gene- 
ral has the power, at anif moment that he 
pleases J to file an information against aivy 
writer, printer, or publisher in England, 
to hold him to bail instantly^ BEFORE 
TRIAL, and, after that to put off the 
trial for any length of time that he pleases f 
WhiK* this law, passed not many years 
ago, exists a Standing Ajmy of 150,000 
men i> a mere trifle in my view of things. 
Wha» is hi- income Tax compared to 
this lav\ ? Oh! you, the Jolterheads 
in the cou«tr), do not car>' about the 
presty don't you? Why, then, should 
the press' care for you? What need I, 
for Instance, care flow hard you are 



squeezed ? You have never raised your 
voices for us; Why should we raise our 
voices for you ? This is my view of 
the matter. I do not wish to be regarded 
as labouring in behalf of those who most 
feel the pressure of the Income Tax« I 
regard the stand that is now making 
against it as of no sort. of consequence, 
except as it proves that the day of reform 
is not far distant. What do I care about 
loyal 'Squire Jolterhead and his estate? 
What is it to we, whether he keep it, 
or whether it pass into the bands of an 
army tay lor ? The latter cannot be more 
the enemy of freedom than Jolterhead 
has been. Let them^A^ it out ; and let 
us look on, and enjoy the fun. 



Remedies 

We are all sending forth our prqjecU 
now. The following letter, sent me'out 
of a Plymouth Paper, is worth insertion 
here only as it shows, that the sense of 
our sufferings, and the necessity of a re- 
medy, are spreading far and wide. There 
is nothing new in this letter, except the 
scheme for inducing foreign wUions to 
assist us in this hour of our distress, in re- 
turn for the sacrifices we have made for 
their good! This is, I believe, quite ori* 
ginul^ and I beg the writer to be assured, 
that it does not inspire me with the 
smallest degree of envy. The clipping of 
the coin, or, which is the same thing, the 
proposition to call 16^. worth of gold a 
guinea, is, I believe, also original. What 
schemes are on foot ! 

. Wm. Cobbett. 



TO UIS GRACE THE nUKE OF BEDTORD. 

My Lord, — The unparalleled distress 
in which the Agricultural Interest is in- 
volved, and the appalling prospect which 
is presented to our view, by the melan* 
choly fact, that upwards of a million of 
acres of the arable land of the kingdom 
is become barren and deserted — impose 
upon every intelligent and feeling person 
the duty of asking, what remedy can be 
found for arresting the frightful calamity 
which is now spreading around us ; if the 
social edifice is to be preserved from dis- 
solution, every man should cheerfully 
submit to the remedy, whatever it may 
be. All selfish considerations atot lie 
extinguished. 
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Btit before I point distiocily at (he pa- 
tare of the reqiedies I shall venture to 
loggest) the question m:^ be asked what 
h the disease ?— >-I answer, a weight press- 
ing upon the picopertj and productive la- 
(our of the country, beyond what tbey 
can bear. 

The nations of Europe, that have co- 
alQ3Ccd against France and reduced that 
power within the limits which are con-r 
listeut with the security qf other States, 
ba^^) by that very coalition^ admitted-r- 
that it was not the independence of Eng- 
land alone, but the independence of them- 
selves which they have been fighting to se- 
cure. 

It follows as a just inference, that the 
enormous financial burdens which Eng- 
land has ^bmitted to, were borne en 
behalf of other stales as well as herself, 
and that the only principle upon which 
the treasure of England was drained and 
anticipated, out of all proportion to that 
ot her allies, was the general understand. 
in^» that she alone was able to bear the 
ex pence of the contest 

But if experience has discovered to our 
wondering senses, that England has ex- 
hausted her heart's blood beyond the 
power of renovation from within herself^ 
where is the unreasonableness of her ap- 
peal to her neighbours to assist her in her 
distress. 

If ow is this assistance to be rendered ? 
I W4ir*p resent ly answer*' but first beg 
your Lordship's attention to the short 
description I shall endeavour to give of 
the actual state and causes of our financial 
embarrassments. 

The commercial and agricultural inter- 
ests of the commufiiiy are the most im- 
portent ^Ojvrcas ffom wh«iiee #very tJwig 
IP thfi sha^e of revenue ^ derive<J. The 
c;iQPUPer4:ial4i4Vrs from the a^rici^ltural ip 
^pje stfUppg wrticul^r, V(g5<— from if 9 
rjelation witb /ar.fjgn co.upt/ie^^ it canpot 
^ospt^ ift its jTuU jext^nt, ^uiilcss the cur- 
jsewy or QixcutUtiog mediiujn to w^ch the 
|VUAe jo/ ^upMppditics is ;*,eferred^ bears 
fretiy Q«^ly as ^reat a ^alue In jTorcign 
jBJiates as ip its owxi. — WJiere M^e precious 
Vietais ppjy were ^he stpHpidard of jvalue. 
And :in heii^ ^imes they were so, if a 
tnureUiy jgpipg frojp England to Paris, 
X^^ vkh him tw:enty shillings in English 
^kfi»ejf iu jmc poqket, and twenty^-Jtopr 
^i^ 4n JFcenx^h iponey, lip tb^ other^ 
(uio weight and finenesi beip^.the^m^in 



cuch) his right ^ud his left pocket would 
be equally rich, and if in a third pocket he 
had a one pound note, that should of 
course, be equ^l in value to either of 
the other two. This is a familiar illustra- 
tion of what is call^ the par of exchange. 
The substitution of paper money has 
always been held to be an admirable im- 
provement, but so long only as the paper 
was convertible, at the pleasure of the 
holder, inta'the coin in lien of which 
it was originally issued, and of the value 
of which it purported to Jl>e — it is tjief^ 
that bank paper is said to be at par. 

During the war this salutary systeip 
was, in a moment of difficulty, departed 
from^ in the measure which has generally 
been termed the Bank Restriction. Frond 
that moment, paper began to be depreci- 
ated — that is, the holder <could not lorger 
convert it into the coin of its profess^ 
value. If he obtained coin at all in ex- 
change for paper, it was only by submit- 
ipg to 9 discount, ^fter some years, it 
became the policy of the British Parlia- 
ment to attempt, by protecting laws, to 
give a forced value ip the paper. A mea- 
sure which, to peoplpV>f discernment, was 
held to be ^ mere declaration of the ex- 
istence of the evils it laboured to con- 
ceal ; for that subtile thing we call ** cre^ 
dilj^^ cap no more be fettered by an Act 
qf Parliament, than the air we breathe : 
the law, however, had a three-fold etTcct, 
it limited the traffijc in gold coin, to those 
whose (feeds are deeds of darkness, it m. 
lently drove a quantity into peaceful re- 
tireipept, to wait for better days, and a 
larger portign to the continent, where it^ 
intrinsic value, as gold, without refjerence 
to the stamp upon it^ could not cease to 
be recognised. *' 1 wilj re.turn to old 
England" ^ai^ the emigrant guinea), '^ as 
soon ^ the good people will make my 
current value what it used to be ; but iff 
am to be told, that a one pound note^ 
-j^ith a slii^ling for its companion, are cqui- 
vf^lent to pie in ^iv pwri country, I wiU 
remain sl,u e^le ip a foreign land, wher^e 
ifjBL poupd note shews itself, jt shfill be ip 
comp^py with six shillings before any one 
wJlM a^JcnowJcdge its boasted value.'' 

The dominipP of the sea, j^pd her va3t 
coloples^ had given to Qjceat B#-itaiii, th,e 
commerce of tlie who^c world ; a .mpn9. 
poly so ppLversal could not /ail to ^yc 
the cppimercial ii\tei;e^t a ^erj^L so extra- 
,9i;din^r^, tl^* 9j.thou§h ,t|je .d€!p;»5riop of 
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-(h^^a^Mfg&i %i^h foreign rountflcs was 
ItVibtr^ te twtet, stiti a tvmporarf ^eqvi. 
"Vaiteti*, at Idast, was afibrdod ns ia a state 
of things, which left tis ^itboul oompeti- 
tors ift the Wrd^ market. Let as exa-' 
tein«, how the 'agricultural interest afrood 
*frccte«4 aH thh wliile. 

The t^rices of fhe necessaries of life, tkc 
produde M the soil, so readily 'adw^t 
-themieUes at all titncs to th^ actwal ^le 
kif the currency, thfet ^hoogh a deprecia. 
%ion of the currency mast in a certann de- 
^f#e injtiri6nsly afffect the agricidtumi tn- 
^eteit, the iujuryls felt, not imtneiliately, ; 
hixt *n Its t««dte consequences ; namely, 
at whatever period the currency «omes 
-tolw restoi^d to its original valbe. 

Much as lias been wid «b«Qt 1ihe«iidrw 
ijoffw profits of land owners and iirim»rs, | 
ibete is no spfecles of ppt»|)erty, w^ichj 
§o fMdily adjusts its retrpectite dirtsible' 
fbares as agricultural produce. The cir- ' 
ctrm^rtances of the war, the incr^aee of 
JtaWs, the »deman^ ^arishMg fhm tin tb- 
\foiis C^otlsfiitn^nt Contracts, and the «n- 
^Mnfable defiredatlan'bf Bonk iHvper-^t 
tills perfod, prai^tlcaMy speaking, become' 
iikt only lawful cutrenoy of' the kingdom, 
ti-these and other muses combined to 
-raMe the piHce *df agrlcuYtaral prodaoe. 
Ittke, 'for'ewRttple, a ba|^ of wheat : «o 
«ooner was the price of the consumer 
Vais^, we will suppose from \4s. to-^Of. 
Und that IncriiMed p*ice become steady, 
than the landlord, tire gofermnent, die 
parish, fte parson, and the labourer, all 
Tor obrleus bttt distinct reasons, put in. 
their claims for, and did aetually receit e 
<^f the farmer, a portion of such increiised 
price. Of all these characters or mte. 
test* hoW«Tcr, it is the farmer, wbo tenst 
<ib tbe bttstitaess of getting in the money : 
-kefs a sort of Acco«littant General to the 
r^ttt ; and. Without him, let the others 
cfambnr wkere they Will, they tjannot get 
^id a halfj^enny . But it Is quite clear, that, > 
liftei^lhe raising of the price of the bag of 
'^^heat, and'therespeottre sharers hare ac- 
quired fhe haMtiofetpectdng such or such 
a'sum, the propdrtJons can be paid hi an| 
augmented ratio, nolonger than the farmer! 
^Mltihnes to reeehre fhe full price abore^ 
supposed. Let the price foil from %0t. | 
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• In Devonihtfc, wheat n r«fterilly ipoken 6f 
by the'Bag— I. e. two ^iaehester bmhcls. 



down tq fts. and what will 
oowsefucnce^ all tire interested 
must eogae down in proportioai, otfaenrte 
this flagrant iojustioe wiH foUow, ihiit 
some will receire their entire shares, and 
the rest nothing at all. TMs argument ia 
intendfkl to <xrp«8e fhiefreat tabmmUty of 
mveighing against «he4andlor<k<and imtm- 
et%, as (he only characters who mmmt 
^'c^mffe d9Wn;'* tk«y have come do^ank, 
but wrU that do ? •Cam the ^relates to 
cultirated at aril, ^hoTt >of «bsdkrte ooniti. 
cation, Yhless «he taMs lire redaoadf 
TMs is a taooMfstoas yws t i wa, hat I ptm^ 
ct^ed to shew, that the taxes nmst be m^- 
duc^, and by whom that rtduotioD n 
to he bdrne. 

Wheivetier a ^aralldi (has -iMmi 
between iatidcid (and funded property^ fthe 
pi^ftocnee has ^ aniMNilIy %8un ^hrnn io 
^be rfofffifep, ^soMy iMcaute of dts tupoiMr 
security ^andiiftmofeahsMty; Ak/t^joakaam 
of a 4^Ar rfiftt, ^eportioned ^ 4he «niiafe 
of thte !piK)duce w«8 verer id«nbted. if 
•atiy mte had been hardy enoai^ ito nsaadt 
^^^Atk y«ars tlwce, thait the itin»e watMD 
-(tome, when the ^hasA itself wonU Hba 
4neuBibe^6d.'With taxes, beyond what it 
could bear, theussevtion Wiou4d 4iaTe*b«Ki 
deemed ridiculoas, beaauie themaoe^ity 
of proriding fbod and dotbing for ito 
infaabieatfts of a eountry might tee vaqgei 
«8 a stdlSeient guamtee, 4hat 'the mti 
nerer would be strained so tight, ns tea 
^oase put iibore presumes. Whenerer s«ifa 
*a ^ciisis arrires, it might fdfirly enwighvto 
*said, the burthen must be liglitaned *to 
the degree,' that will be required to>reitarr^ 
the tnachhie to Itv acoustooied mniimii. 

That 'appalling crisis is oome ! Pmms 
has returned, and, it is derautly to Ift 
hoped, is, sooner or later,^galn -tcUesa 
our country. ^Dut themofffcmt Jotir.gf««t 
body of ttterchartts^wd Mnna4hetnrar9«aw 
the erent, anximisly «nd natoraHy intent 
upon their own 'Separate Interest (an 4n. 
terest which must njseeswrily he mined, 
unless they can compete with the foreign 
merchant in tibte markets), they reqah-od 
two things not irreconeileable with eaA 
other, but at least Irreeondteable wHh 
the existence of the agriculturists' statton 
snd property. They, the merdiants,'ftc. 
required that the bank note should 1>e 
restored to its mine, in order 4hat'ia 
r^mHtfag IQO/. to Hsmburgh or Pans, 
they might no longer be iH>li«od to pny 
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mbout 130/.* in paper of British cur- 
rency, and they also required " a cheap 
loaf," that their manufactured articles 
might go out of the country so much 
lighter In price, (cwterU paribus) as the 
difference is between paying a workman 
the wages of 35. and ^. per day, the lesser 
price being the natural consequence of 
tuch cheapness. The bank yielding to the 
call of necessity, proceeded by a violent 
effort, suddenly to restore their paper to 
its oriainal value, by contracting their 
i8Sttes,while the fund-holder and mortgagee 
looked on these operations, vf'ith an air of 
satisfaction, because they saw their 1/. 
mount in value, so as to go as far as 1/. 6s. 
or more, used to do. What, in the mean 
^e, became of the Agriculturist ? — By 
contracts, and by rates and assessments^ 
idl still existing, and all founded on the 
transitory basis of a depreciated currency, 
he saw himself bound to pay to his mercU 
less partners, in the division of his bag of 
wheat, now reduced to 1^. as much as he 
liad formerly done, when it fetched 20#. 
His landlord, generally speaking, relent- 
ed^ and came down — the rest of his part- 
ners refused to drop in proportion, and 
the farmer went to pieces. 

I am aware that the excessive fall of the 
price of com is attributable, in some de- 
gree, to the cessation of the Government 
contracts, and the extensive importation 
of foreign wheat.which took place before 
the passing of the late Corn Bill. But 
-tiMt the latter cause has hitherto had no 
very extensive operation may be inferred 
from the fact of a similar fail in the price 
of cattle, hay, &c« article which were 
not cheapened by the influx of foreign 
importations. 

Now, my Lord, with deference, I pro. 
pose, that some or other of the following 
expedients for our relief are necessary : — 

Isr. As to foreign states, saved or res- 
tored by British valour and British trea- 
sure. — As a participation of the public 
debt of this country would be proposed 
in vain, an equivalent is suggested by their 
allowing goods, of the growth, produce, 
and manufacture of Great Britain, to be 
imported into their respective statei» for a 
limited number ofjesLTSjf'ee of any duty, 

* Wherever nmns and nnmbe rt are iotroduceU, 
the writer aim not at accurate calculation, bat 
itfautration aMreiy. 



This would enable otir governneot to im- 
pose a corresponding increased duty on 
exports, and thus lighten the burthen on 
the landed property. 

2dly. As to domestic arrangements, 
retrenchments to a great extent must be 
made — sinecures and pensions must be 
reduced or abolished, but it is considered, 
that this remedy is partial and limited, 
and derives its value rather from the $ym» 
pathy which would be exhibited by the 
higher classes towards the sufferings of the 
people, by such voluntary sacrifices, than 
from any important amount which the 
aggregate of such savings would preserve 
to the state. 

3dly. I would propose, what the neces« 
sity of the case could alone justify, the re- 
duction of the interest of the National 
Debt (say 25/. per cent.) in the degree, 
to which it could be satisfactorily prpved, 
that the average rent of land has fallen ; 
and which reduction is justifiable, on the 
ground that the greater part of the debt 
has been incurred and actually paid in the 
paper currency, while in a state of depre. 
ciation, and that the restoration of the 
pound note to its par-value, though ad- 
mirable as a measure of state policy, is 
not one of the objects to which the fund- 
holder has a right to look, or ever did 
look, as a source of profit, at the time of 
lending, his money. That this reduction 
would not, in point of fact, be any loss 
to him, since he can now keep up the 
same establishment, with his funded in. 
come so reduced, as he could do, with the 
full amount, a few years since. 

Lastly, I propose an expedient, which, 
though precisely the sane in sub«tance as 
the last, is in form infinitely more palata- 
ble, and more equitable, because universal 
in its operation. I mean, first, the re-is- 
sues of the Bank paper to that extent, 
which will re-instate the farmer (whose 
capital is not already consumed) and the 
landlord in the receipt of their late high 
prices and rents, and then an immediate 
new coinage, preserving the names, but 
altering the weights of^ the gold coin, ai 
follows : — 

One Guinea, to be worth ]6s, — Talved 
at the present Mint price of gold. 

Half Guinea — Ss. 

Two Guinea pieces might also be coin- 
ed worth I/. 12j. The silver and copper 
coin to be reduced in the same proper* 
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tion, ^nd the bank making a suitable 
compensation to the public for the change. 

The fund-hoidcr would then receire 

what? Exactly that sum in gold, which 
he was lately content to receive in paper. 
It was in vain that men, versed in the 
science of political economy, told him, 
when he took a pound note, that he was, 
ID fact, receiving only 14*. or 15*. He 
answered, not with an impatient, but a 
k)jal ignorance, " it is a pound note and 
*< it will pass,"— whether it would buy 
three legs of mutton or four, he cared 
not, it was the mutton, and not the note, 
which rose or fell in the market, accord- 
ii^ to his conception, and he was content: 
and with the same consistent pertinacity, 
he will now maintain that the bank note 
is not risen in Talue. 

Great unanimity, it is believed, would 
facilitate the adoption of the new coinage 
here recommended, for experience has 
now convinced all parties of the fatal 
error of retorting to any other standard 
of Talue, than the precious metals. I do 
not say, that a departure from this system 
of a purer age is the sole cause of our 
present distress, but I do venture to assert, 
that, if this cause had not existed, all the 
others would have been comparatively of 
Uttle account.— After so arduous a con- 
test, the nation must, indeed, hare been 
reduced in strength and resources to a 
low ebb, but enough of yital energy would 
have remained, diffused alike through the 
trunk and limbs, to have enabled us to re- 
ascend by slow degrees to our former 
prosperity, strength, and happiness. In 
our present situation the funcl-holders and 
mortgagees are for a time the only pros- 
perous part of the community, while 
we are rapidly consigning to decay, to 
ruin, and to annihilation, the most indus- 
trious, the most necessary, and the most 
Tirtuons portion of a great people. 
I am, my Lord, 

Your faithful servant, 

w, ^ . . ^ Vhidex Aeatri. 

BflalBf yiAe Thmt, M^rck 1, J816. 
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Westminster Meeting. 
Mr. Perry,— Sir,— I must tell you, I 
am disgusted with the partial account you 
have given us to-day, of the Westminster 
Meeting. You have erttirely withheld from 
us the speech of Mr. Hunt, though it was 
the most important that was delivert»d, on 
account of the striking and appropriate 
faclsj it was made up of. Why have you 
done so? You, who profess always to 
desire and promote the free expression of 
opinion and truth ? But, indeed, I heecl 
not ask, 'tis plain, you did not chuse to 
give circulation to that which you knew 
must affect the credit of your own party. 
But, Sir, this is not the way for you to act ; 
a journalist's first duty is to convey to the 
public the exactest information he can of 
what passes; he who publishes only what 
answers the purpose of his party, and con- 
ceals what may hurt it, can never pretend 
to the character of a fair and impartifil 
man, nor long hold that place in publjc 
opinion which you now possess. If Mr. 
Hunt has said any thing false, disp'roye it; 
if his assertions be true, answer them by 
argument ; but do not uphold your party 
by the unworthy means of concealing the 
truth. Sir, I am sorry to say, this is not 
the first time I haye known you act thus • 
I advise you to refrain from such par- 
tiality ; you will otherwise soon lose the 
approbation of the honest. 

A Loyer or TtLfjTU. 
Uth Feb, 1816. 



Howling Farmers. 

Mr. Cobbett, — I feel very much sur- 
prised, that any of your readers should 
find fault with you or your correspondents 
laughing at the gentlemen farmers (begging 
their pardon, the modern agriculturists). 
If any thing has been stated against them 
not true, why does not some one boldly 
step forward and refute it, instead of sup* 
plicating for mercy because they ar^ faU* 
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ing. If there is any justice io punishiog 
school-bojs for their follies, and malefac- 
tors for their crimes, surely those who 
have committed, and seem now to glory 
ia cammtttiiig) the gceale^t jfolUes,a«d 
dimes, may^ lie censtMed rnrnd liaifbed «t 
ft>r ^tbe bene^ of paMertty. — Howevet, 
Sir, f am pleased^* because T can perceire 
ndoch good may arise, at yjour resolution 
to laugh 01^ and that you will allow your 
.corTespondents to eajoy with you 4his 
oka{^ ^riviiq^i. With this ^iew I now 
Amdift^you a<copf of a Fl0litiAii,«i0n«d 
liya krge parish of ^rmera to their tand- 
'lords, whidh has no parrallel for fauaiHity 
. jind gentleness, sioee the days of passive 
^^ obedience and non-resistance.'^* The 
.lAndWd baMomber of JBarliaimeiU fora 
nBoms^gk^ AQdaaliNiyfl >a vtlsr in viimf- 
-tvrs. iHhtenflEiitry were 'fanoevly «o full 
<tf loffOU^j that they formed themselres 
into a company of volunteer ir^antr^ / 
jHQd U was the Aaptain-commandaot of 

^rio MdfMr upand ppeipat<thei(btto»f|og 
^ft^xAotis ilocninttot; 

it To *♦«** ♦*•*♦ •♦**♦, The humiae 
<^ Betitioii ofJiis Tmm%shewthy 

^< That, in na a» o% qf>ge > rf Am mty 
^^rki|(h tttaA^ytsibniious taxes, and other 
^ incidental expences, wliieh<bey are-ab- 
^ jolately iHumd toj^ai^JhsyJeeljaaoit 
^ ralactantly compelled to acknowledge 



'^ their tptal iaabili^ U pay Ib^ nj^M 
^tmd J4ist debts, ootwiAkstopding it ja 
-^ thcte utmost wish so to -do, on account 
^ <yf the produce of, and stock upon their 
" respective farms being uncommonly low 
" in jralqe, viz. nearly two parts out of 
^^ three le$s than ihey qtene at th^ Iqfe 
^[valtmii^m* 

" Your Petitioners therefore most hum^ 
''^kly pra^r, that ^o\k will be pkf^ed 4o 
^^ tftke Hietr truly dittveaied siteadcw into 
^ 5^Qr ^^»A>^ll^€lMlskkltltiotl,«I)d giaat 
" to them sucfk' relief' as in your judgment 
^^ shall seem right, 'just, and necessary to 
^ extrica,te tjiem Jraro their difficulii^, 
^^ and enable them not qiUy .to ;ipeet t^ 
^^patsiAnne of He pteient «i#nMnt with 
^^ confidence and obeorftikiess, bat also 40 
^ pay their rents^ and "by their Industry 
" support {heir wivtes and families in a re- 
" fpectable ani comfortablejuanner." 

^* And yomriPetlf loners flhftll eferpn^ 
" as in duty bound." 

I occasionally read in the oews-yp^pers, 
that, when Petitions Arefpre«^Mkrf'.^.a 
cert«n,JU(wiynf (Cit«en^,-tl^ey havft the ho- 
Jtmr tB,k^ hendi' In this <:ase, tliaie 
b4»lD]^n«^^ht, without doubt, •hare had 
the 'honour to go, swe^^ down on their 
bare knees,. and bun^p their he^ds against 
the balLst^i^f. - - 
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Papeh Against Gold. 
For Sale bj Bagshaw and Sons, Brydges 
Street, Coreot Gardes, in two Volomes 
Octavo, price 20 ^iUtogs, Mr. CoBftrrr't 
** Paper against Gold; or^ Glory agamsi 
Prosperity;*'' containing an accoant of 
the rise, progress, extent and present state 
of the Funds and paper-money of Great 
Britain ; and proving that it is impossible 
'to pay the interest of the Debt in Paper- 
money at par, or in specie, without ut- 
terly ruining all persons, who are engaged 
in trade and agriculture, and who are not 
also fund-holders. — ^The Bullion Com« 
MiTTEE proposed, in 1811, to pass an Act 
to compel . the Bank to pay in specie ai 
the end of two years: the Ministers rejected 
the proposition, but agreed, that it would 
be desirable for the Bank to pay in specie 
€ss soon a$ peace came. — Mr. Cobbett con- 
tends, and, as he thinks, proves^ in this 
work, that it is in^ossible for the Bank to 
pay in* specie, or in paper at par, and 
for the country to continue to pay the 
j^ond-holders their diyidends in fuli^ with-* 
^ out utter ruin to all classes of the commu- 
nity^ except those who are paid their in- 
comes out of the taxes. — This great ques- 
tion^ which oTents are, in such an awful 
tone of Toice, now deciding, was discussed 
in 1810, 1811, and 1812, and to those 
events, as far as they ha?e gone, Mr Cob- 
bett appeals in support of his opinions 
against those of. Mr. Horner and Mr. 
VanSittart. 

-' ■■■! ■ I i»iii iMi ■ n il ■ ■ 111^ I i m . I I 1^ ■ !■■ 

TO THE 

P£Ople of thb United States of 

America. 

LETTER IV. 

Jfr. Wesierh*s motion and resolutions on 
ih& distresses of England. — Erroneous 
ideas ai to the causes of the distresses. 
— IneJ/itacy of the Remedies proposed. 
— Mr. CobbetVs Remedies. 



BotUjf, 16 MttTchy (816. 
To those persons, in America and dse- 
where, who haye been in the habit of 
lox^kfng to the En^kh News-papers as 



the source of information with regard t« 
the situation of England, it must seem 
strange, that the words ^' Distresses of 
the CowUry^* should Bod a pUo, eren rg^ 
cidentally, in the speeches made in parlia* 
ment, and much stranger must is seem 
that these Distresses should be a ground 
subject of parliamentary investigation and 
discussion* Who would haye .thooght| 
that the Distresses of England would 
have formed the most interesting of all tha 
topics of conTersation and of public writ* 
ings in less than a year after the con- 
clusion of peace ? However, this is now 
notoriously the fact; and, it is useless any 
longer to express surprise upon the subject. 

For several weeks, the whole eountrj 
had been looking, with great anxiety, to 
the discussion upon the motion of Mr. 
Western. That discussion took place 
on the 7th istant ; and we are now going 
to take a view of what was said and pro* 
posed on that day. 

The state ofdistressy in which the coun- 
try is now placed, has been before describe 
ed by me aided by Mr. Preston. But, 
it may not be amiss for us to hear Mr. 
Western a little upon this point. Uo 
began his speech, according to the report 
of it, by citing some documents, to prove 
the existences of the distresses. ^' He 
would," he said, ^^ read certain docu- 
'^ ments^ which he had collected with 
'' great precision, of such a nature as to 
'^ prove that the distresses which existed 
" were quite as great as were generally. 
*^ imagined. From Norfolk, \*hich he 
^' considered might represent the average 
^' distress of the Kingdom, he had received 
^^ information there was an increase oC 
'* Sheriff's writs to the number of 1,607, 
^^ and that executions on goods had risen 
*' from 96 to 147. In the county pf Wor- 
^* cester the number of writs audexecutiont 
"in February 1815, was 640. In the 
" same month of the following year they 
"had increased to 890. There were at. 
"present, he umUritood, 186 parisheis 
" in that county under process for ar* , 
" rear uf taxes. In Suffolk the number of 
" writs and executions had grown from 
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^< 450 to 870. In Sussex, out of 32 
<< parishes, of which one hundred con- 
<* sisted, there were 26 under process of 
*' Exchequer, In the Isle of Ely during 
"thpyear 1812 and 1813, in one hun- 
^' dred, cou&itititig of thirty parishes, the 
" number of executions was but seven, 
*' and the debt on whieh they were levied 
"but 765/.; during the years 1814 and 
" 1815, the number of executions increased 
<< to 60, and the debt to 18,000/. [Hear, 
** hear, hear!] Distresses in Rent and 
'' Taxes were, he understood there, be- 
*<tween 10 and 12,000/. With the 
" knowledge possessed on the subject by 
<^ almost every Member, he did not deem 
** it Ycquisitc to enter into any further 
** BtateTTient to prove the existence of dis- 
« tresses,*' 

Now, 1 beg that Governor Strong, wise 
Mr. John Randolph, Mr. Goodloe Har- 
per, and the " Benevolent** Cossacks in 
general will bear in mind, that it is not an 
English Jacobin^ who is thus describing 
the country ; but, an Knglish County^ 
Member^ who was complimented on his 
moderation by Lord Castlereagh himself. 
It is true^ then, that the country is in a 
state of shocking distress. It is true^ that 
what I said would come to pass, has come 
to pass. It is true J that the people of 
England are suffering most severely ; that 
that they are undergoing all sorts of shame 
and sorrow and privation ; that they are 
actually undergoing misery, such as no 
people before ever had to endure, except, 
perhaps, during the plagues of Egypt; 
and, that this has been brought upon 
them by Pitt and his successors, or rather 
by that system of war against republi* 
fionismj which has entailed upon us a 
Debt of almost countless millions. It is 
true (and it is fitting (hat the world should 
know it) that the Bourbons and the Pope 
have not been restored ; that the priests 
and persecution have not again been let 
loose upon France, Italy and Spain ; that 
the wise laws of Napoleon have not been 
overset and himself imprisoned for life : 
yes, it is fitting that the world should 
know, that all this has not been accom- 
plished ; that republicanism, in Europe, 
has not been put down, even for a short 
time, without producing the actual ruin 
and misery of more than one half of the 
people, who yielded up their means to 
Htt and hi$ ^ccessors for the carrying on 



of wars, and the hiring of nations, by 
which success was, at last, obtained. 

However, leaving moral reflectiona 
aside, let us now follow Mr. Westerw 
into his statement of these causes of the 
distress ; for, this is now become the most 
interesting part of the subject. It -is al- 
lowed by every one that the distresses 
exist. The causes are what we cannot yet 
agree upon ; and, I am afraid, that unless 
the public in general have heads much less 
confused than that of Mr. Western, it will 
be very long indeed before we shall be any 
thing like unanimous as to these causes. 
" The next question," he said, " was, 
" whence the distresses had arisen. Was 
" it from amount of taxation^ Certainly 
^^ in some measure from the Poor Rates* 
^^ They were no doubt immense beyond 
^^ belief [ Hear, hear!] IJ^Atfs, too, opc- 
^< rated severely upon farmers in propor- 
^< tion to the capital employed by them. 
" Was it from the greatness of our nationai 
^^ debt J and from the increased and In- 
*< creasing circulation of paper ? He 
'^ would say, that it was not from any one 
^< of these causes separately, but from a 
^^ combinaiion of them — from causes that 
(( produced effects, which in their turn be- 
^< came causes. T^ie principal cause, how- 
" ever, was a surplus produce arising chiefs 
'^ ly from our own growth; and here it was 
^^ to be remarked, that the price of com 
"does not vary exactly with the surploa 
" or deficit, for where either is small, 
" there is always observed a much move 
^^ than proportionate variation In price* 
" Besides, as the price of grain had been 
^^ forced up by an increasing medium, so 
" it must have proportionally been affected 
*'^ by a diminution of it. The surplus pro- 
^^ duce was a proof of what he always felt, 
^^ that the country could extend its powers 
"of productfOh in proportion to Its in- 
" creased population, as it has really 
" done." 

In religion, where mysteries venr justly 
prohibit all inquiry into facts, and whore 
faith so admirably supplies the place of 
reason, it b no wonder that there should 
always remain a great deal to be explained 
by priests and to be understood by their 
divers congregations. But, in matters of 
political economy, it really seems wonder- 
full that there should prevail such a di?e»- 
sity of opinions ; sUch wild notions ; such 
a host of errors arrayed in open hostiUtj 
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igainst wliat may almost be called self-evi. 
dent truths. 

Who would hare imagined, that, at (his 
datfy after all that has been stated and 
proved in the Register, any man would, in 
any asbembly in Engiand, come forth 
with a budget oj' causes ? 1 f M r. Western 
had learnt, or, had been capable of learn- 
ing, that it 18 taxation, and taxation alone, 
which creates paupers and general misery 
in any country ; that it is taxation, which, 
by taking from those who labour, the 
fruit of their toil, and giring it to those 
who do not labour, makes a poor and mi- 
serable mass and a Toluptuous few ; and, 
if be had learnt, that a tax, though laid 
upon the Landlord, reached the labourers 
of that laudlord*s tenants with the greatest 
tmth as to proportion and with the utmost 
tpeed ; if bis head had not, by the poz- 
ilings of the farmer mixed up with those 
of the tax-gatherer, been confused to a de« 
gree that made him incapable of simplify- 
ing any thing connected with the subject, 
he would have perceived that the only ra- 
tional object in making such a statement 
of causes, would have been to render the 
notions of the people more confused than 
they were before, and to prevent any real 
remedy being even thought of. 

However, seeing that the whole nation 
hav«, for so many weeks, been^' looking 
forward to the day, when this great state- 
pfaysiciafi was to bring forward his plan 
of treatment of this most disordered body 
politic, it would appear disrespectful if 1 
-were to pass over his causes and remedies 
without more paticular notice, though I 
really do not believe it to be in my power 
to say, or to urge, any thing new upon 
may part of the subject. 

Mr. Western first asks, whether the 
distresses have arisen " from the amount 
of 'laxatiun ;*' and thet^, answering him- 
self, he says : ^^ Certainly in some measure 
from the poor-rates ^ which are immense 
beyond btlitf.^* fhi*? is a loose way of 
speaking. The poor-rates are not im- 
mense beyond belief: but, according to 
an account, or abstract, laid before par- 
liament this se^ision, they amount to more 
thmo Meven millions a year in those parts 
of England and Wales whence returns 
hUre lH>en received, and, altogether, will, 
I dare nay, <»xceed 8 milliotis a year, it 
is cnrioua i^nough, by the bye, that this is 
tk» sum i gueised them at in the Resolu- 
tiooi which I proposed at the Meeting at 



Winchester. But, why have the poor^ 
rates tended to produce the distresses 
more than any other sorts of taxes? The 
poor-rates are wanted to feed and clothe 
the paupers, and the paupers are created 
by taxes.' This was clearly shown in my 
Paper against Gold, Vol. 1. pages 46 and 
47. It was shown also in the very last 
Numl>er of the Register. In /Number 
Two of this present Volume it was demon- 
strated almost as clearly as the sun is seen 
at noon day. What, then, is the sense of 
this observation, that the distresses have 
arisen from the poor-ta'xes ? Besides, was 
it only yesterday that we began to pay 
poor-rates? Are they something nets? 
What notions for a law-giver. 

" Tythesy too, operate severely upon 
" Farmers in proportion to the capital em- * 
^^ ployed by them." That is to say, the 
greater the produce of a Farmer, the 
greater the amount of the ty thes which ho 
yields to the Church or Tythe-owner* 
Nothing can be truer than this ; but, then, 
I do not see the use of stating, unless Mr. 
Western supposed his. hearers to be igno- 
rant of the curious fact, that the tenth of a 
handful is not so great as the tenth of a 
sackful. Before, however, I go any fur- • 
ther, it will be best to insert the resolu^ 
tionsj with moving which Mr. Western 
concluded his speech. 

^^ 1. The first stated the Agricultural 
^' Interest, and the Commercial Interest 
" connected with it, were plunged into a 
" ^tate of unexampled distress, which de- 
*' manded relief from Parliament. 

^' ^^ That various causes had contribnt- 
" ed to the depression under which the 
*' people of this country were labouring^ 
<< but that it was evident that the produce 
'^ of the soil was so reduced in value as to 
'' ajQTord an insufficient price to cover the 
*< heavy charges incurred in raising it. 

« 3. That Barley was subject to very 
" heavy duties while it underwent the 
<< process which prepared it for the use of 
" the consumers ; that the continqnnce of 
** this duty in time of peace, while such 
"facility were afforded to smuggling^ 
" would tend to destroy the home mann- 
" factuce of spirits, and thus reduce the 
** demand for this article, which is so n^ 
*• ccssary to assist the cultivation of all 
" other articles of agricultural product* 
** 4. That it was therefore necessary t» 
I " repeal the Duties on Malt, Beer, and 
I « Spirits. 
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^' 5. That to secure an equal supply of 
^^ Grain it was expedient to repeal the law 
*^ which allowed Foreign Corn to be ware- 
^^ boused duty free, and to encourage the 
" Tppropriation of the surplus produce of 
" our own harvests -to prevent future 
^* scarcity. 

^^ 6. That for a time at least, the growth 
" of Corn should be encouraged by a 
^^ Bounty on Exportation. 

** 7. That our Agriculture should be 
^< dso encouraged by a prohibition of the 
^^ productions of foreign soils, wMch this 
** country was equally capable of produc- 
^< ing. 

" 8. That the Tithes and Poor-rates 
**. are felt with increasing severity in the 
'^ present general distress ; and that it is 
*^ expedient to consider of some mode of 
*^ easing the pressure,^' 

Good God ! And not a word about the 
interest of the National Debt ! not a 
word about th^ Paper-money system^ by 
the operation of which, and of which al- 
most aloncy the distresses have been pro- 
duced. Call you these remedies ? How- 
ever, in defiance of all the reproaches, all 
the groanings and hootings of my impatient 
riders, who must laugh at these pomp- 
•«s nothings, and want to get on to a re(^ 
remedy ; in spite of all this I roust bestow 
a few words on these resolutions. 

The First is correct enough as far as it 
contains a description of the state of 
the Country ; but, in as far as it would 
lead the nation to beliere, that the parlia- 
mant has the power to afford a remedy, 
without brealsing up the Fitt System, it is 
eivoneous, as the event will prove. 

The Second conveys the notion, that it 
is a surplus produce^ which has, in part, at 
least, occasioned the distress ; and it ex- 
pressly states, as an evident truih^ that 
the price is not high enough to cover the 
heavy charges incurred in raising the pro- 
dace. By charges are meant here, doubt- 
less, other charges than taxes ; and, in 
^ that case, the opinion is decidedly erro- 
neous. For, as it has been before proved 
twenty times over, the seedy the labour^ 
the horseflesh^ the tythes, the food, and 
drink J MUST all keep pace, and a pace 
as true as a hair, with the price of the 
bushel of wheat. Where there are leases 
the tenant may suffer for a while ; but, 
j^nerally speaking, rents will be lowered 
this very year ; and then the farmers will 
be fts well i»ff as they ever^ere, except in 



as far as relates^o the demands of the go*' 
vemment, and in these they will onljr 
share in proportion to their own consump- 
tion of farm produce. I do not mean that 
the farmers will be as high a description of 
persons as they have been for some years 
past : they certainly will not ; nor is it 
necessary that they should be. 

The Third and Fourth Resolutions 
propose the repeal and abolition of about 
1^ millions of taxes, almost the whole of 
which B.re pledged by law for the payment 
of the interest of the Government Debt ! 
There are 44 millions of tax^s wanted to 
pay the interest of this Debt ; and these 
are 12 out of the 44. Now, to be sure, to 
cut off 12 millions at a stroke from what 
are called the permanent taxes, while the 
ministers are endeavouring, by the use of 
all the means they can muster, to keep 
from 4 to 5 millions of war taxes, is a 
bold proposition enough; and, as far as 
the end solely is kept in view, I approve 
of these resolutions. But, when I hear it 
affirmed^ that the Barley is necessary to 
assist (he cultivation of all other arttcleSf 
and that to repeal the duties on beer, malt 
and spirits would tend to raise the price 
of farm-produce and to relieve the farmer^ 
I turn from the perusal with astonishment, 
and I must now catch my pen off the 
paper for tf^LX that the Devil should tempt 
roe Into a description of the mind, In which 
such notions could be engendered. loas. 
much as 12 millions of taxes, thus de^ 
ducted, would lessen i\xe general load, the 
abolition of the beer and malt and spirit 
duties would, of course relieve the farmer 
as well as other people. But, if the gene^m 
ral load be to continue the same, and the 
12 millions, of course, be to be laid upon 
something else, what difference is it to the 
farmer, whether the 12 millions shift their 
ground, or remain where they are ? li is 
not the farmer who pays the taxes on the 
malt, beer, and spirits, except in propor- 
tion to his consumption of those articles* 
Nor, if the taxes were taken off would 
there be a greater consumption of hia 
barley ; because, as the 12 millions would 
be laid upon something else, the mon^ 
would be wanted to pay the taxes tqioh 
that something else, and would not, as 
Mr. Western appears to suppose, be left 
in the people's pockets to be spent in heer 
and gin. Here am I with an income which 
enables me to lav out 20;. a week iu tsus^ 
which tax included in the price of the 
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beer, malt, sugar, tea, soap, candles, salt, 
pepper, mustard, ginger, \¥ine, iron, lea- 
ther, timber, tiles, bricks, and all other 
articles that I ase ; and out of f he 20^. a 
week, i pay ^. in beer and malt tax. 
Mr. Western takes off my beer and malt- 
tax in the expectation that 1 shall lay out 
tbe said ^. in the purchase of more beer 
and more malt than I used to purchase; 
and that, thus, the demand for barley will 
increase. But, Mr. Western forgets, or, 
he seems, to forget, that I shall have to 
pay, in the purchase of my other articiesy 
is, tax more than I used to pay ; rfnd, 
that, therefore, I shall not be able to lay 
ont any more in beer and malt than I laid 
out before in those two articles ; and that, 
therefore, his scheme, if carried into exe- 
cution, would do no one any good, unless 
he mean, that the 12 millions thus taken 
off are not to be laid on in any other 
shape, or under any other name ; and, not 
only did he not propose this; but, he did 
not eyen hint at any such thing; though it 
is Tery clear that the 12 millions could not 
be taken off together with the Income 
Tax, without leafing the goTerninent fla- 
grantly insolvent. 

The Fifth resolution, relating to Go- 
Ternmeot Granaries, I can hardly bring, 
myself to treat seriously. The country 
teems wifh projects : projects, Mr. Wes- 
tern, are the really and only ^^ surplus 
pteduce** at t>resent. At the end of a 
thousand years out comes a project to 
cmuse the go? ernment to purchase up corn 
from the farmers, when corn is low-pric- 
ed^ and to keep it in store to sell out when 
it is high-priced. This is to relieve the 
farmer is it? The go?ernment is to make 
him advances upon his corn, 'till the price 
gets up! Was there eyer such an idea be- 
fbre? The government has not, it seems, 
potrer and influence enough already. Mr. 
Western wishes to make it absolute mas- 
. ter of all the farmers in the country, as it 
long has been of all the West India Plant- 
ers. Only think of 2 or 3,000 granary 
k^pers and their various understrappers, 
receh\ng the farmers' corn, giving tfiem 
debentures for it, and sending them to the 
Bank for the deposit money. Only think 
of ^ or 3,000 great pawn-shops, kept by 
tlte government, to receive the corn of the 
fsrmers ; and only think of the latter pay- 
ing away^ their debentures to discharge 
tfi«ir dfebts and tales! Oh ! much abused 
jottaMfailts of BcfdHeun! ^Cf.tVestern says, 



that, thus, the farmer would get his ciq)ilal 
back quickly and would be able to set it to 
work ugain! Surprizing Gentleman! — 
Shall I go on, reader ? Well, then, whence 
is the capital (how I hate this Scotch phi- 
losophical slang!) whence is the money to- 
come to enable the granary keepers, or tha 
Government Bankers, to pay the amount 
of the depoi»it to the farmer? Whence is 
to come the money, out of which the ad-- 
vances are to be made? Why, the money 
is to be raised in taxesy to be sure; anc^. 
as the land is, at last, the real and only 
source of taxation and of national wealth, 
the land is first to. pay a sum to tbe go^- 
vernment in the shape of taxes, in order 
to get the same sum lent to it in the shape 
of advances upon corn pawned to the go* 
vornment. — ^I cannot go on any further*. 
It is too great a degredation of reason to 
affect to employ it against absurdities so 
childish as well as so gross. 

Little better can be said of the proposal, 
in the Sixth resolution;, for, if there be a 
bounty to export corn, what will it be but 
to pay the farmers with one hand what, 
has been taken from them with the other ? 
If, indeed, the bounty money were to be 
brought from abroad, without any equiva^ 
lent having been given for it by us; if it 
arose from a tax levied in France or anj. 
foreign country; or. If the bounty waa 
paid out of a deduction from the interest 
of the Debt, or from the salaries of an^. 
of the tax eaters ; then, indeed, a bounty 
would be of some use to the farmer, ft 
would, in that case^ be so much givei^ to 
him and to all the payers of taxes. But, 
first to raise the amount of the bounty by 
general taxation, and then to give the 
farmer his share of the tax back again in 
the shape of bounty, and thisL too, with a 
view to relieve the distress of the farmer, . 
is a scheme worthy of an Agricultoral 
Meeting, or a Cattle-Show. 

The Seventh resolution is for prohibit- 
ing the importation of flax seed, g^a 
seeds, garden seeds, tallow, wool, Sec. in 
order to encourage our own agriculture. 
If, indeed, I am a grower of flax seed, 
clover seed, wool, &c. it must be,/o mepar^ 
ticularly^ an advantage, if my neighbonra 
be all prohibited from coming into th^ 
market with any articles of the same aort. 
And this is the way, iq which Mr. Wes- 
tern reasons. But, he foi*gets, that famiera 



are not the whole of the community ; that| 
if importation were proliibited, many o 
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the articles they consume would be dearer 
than they now are ; that, for instance, in 
the articles of candles, linseed oil, and 
cloth, a rise in price would take place 
with the prohibition j that the fanner 
wonld have, as far as his own con^^ump- 
tion went, to pay this additionaP price rf/- 
rectly to the candle-maker, for instance ; 
and, indirectly he would hate to pay this 
additional price of the candles used by all 
his labourers J and by all his tradesmen, 
in proportion to the quantity of work 
done for him, or of goods sold to him. 
So that whatever he might ajtpear io gain 
by the increase in the price of his tallow, 
or wool, he would be sure to lose in the 
end by the increase in the price of candles 
and cloth. 

' But, it is the Eighth resolution which 
makes one start and stare? Does Mr. 
Western really think, that he can touch 
the Tjfthes and Poor-Rates f He says, 
that thpy are felt with ** increasing se- 
^ verity in the present general distress." 
I do not see how this can possibly be true 
R9 to Tythes, seeing that a tenth is always 
a tenths whether it be great or small or 
worth little or much. Besides, Tythes 
pay Poor Rates as well as any other part 
of the landed property. To put them to- 
gether ifi this way is to" confound things 
wholly different in their nature. Never- 
theless, as Mr. Western does seriously pro- 
pose that the parliament shall consider of 
some mode of easing the pressure^ he is, 
without doubt, prepared to point out a 
mode. The idea is, that the farmer Xspress- 
ed with a heavy load, called Tythes to), 
begin with them); and that,a8 the pres sure, 
occasioned by this load, is now producing 
great distress^the parliament ought to find 
ont some mode of easing the pressure. This 
is a very apt figure, supposing the facts to 
be true, which, for the present, we will 
suppose. Well, then, how is this work of 
^Oftn^ to be accomplished ? Ask yonder 
wood-man how you shall go to work to 
ease the pressuie of the load that he is car- 
rying; and he will instantly tell you, that 
there is but one way of doing this ; and 
that is, b) pulling some of the sticks out ; 
that is b^ taking off a part of the load. 
Now, if Mr. We>tern really means to pro- 
pose to take part of the tythes from the 
tythe-oH ners ; if he really means to reduce 
the tenth to a ftfteenth^ ^r a twentieth; if 
he really means to take part of the crops 
pf the black-coated corir-grower and 



give it to the grey-coated corn grower, OTy 
rather, to the grey -coated corn-grower*a 
landlord ; if he really does mean to da 
this, / clearly understand xzhal he would 
be at,, though I cannot porceive bow he 
can imagine, that he would, by such a 
measure afford rcliif to the owners and 
cultivators of the land, amongst whom 
the tythe-owners are, of coarse included. 
But, if he does not mean this ; if he means 
to talk about a ^^composition '' as afford- 
ing relief to the farmer ; if he affect to 
leave the property of the Chuich untouch- 
ed, and profess his great respect and zeal 
for her pastors ; if he makes a long speech 
upon these topics, after having laid down as 
a maxim J that the pressure of tythes ought 
to be eascd^ he will certainly drive me out 
of my mind. 

To say the truth, however, the facts, as 
stated in this resolution are not true* 
Tythes are not felt with increasing seve* 
riiy in the present distress. I assert this 
positively, because it is impossible that 
they should. The tenth of the crop taken 
away when corn is cheap cannot be more 
severely felt than the tenth taken away 
when corn is dear. It is impossible; and^ 
as to the Poor-Rates, though the distress- 
es of the farmers throw thousands of fmeu 
out of employ, how are they to be lights 
ened by any legislative act, other thai;i 
acts abolishing faxes ? If, indeed, the par- 
liament were to reduce the sixty ^-mH lions 
of taxes to thirty or foriy^ the number of 
paupers would soon be diminished by the 
means of better wagesy as I have proved 
in No. 2 of this volume. But, any other 
measure of parliament will be wholly in. 
effectual. It is supposed, that, if the ex- 
pence of supporting the paupers were de- 
frayed out of a general tax^ the rest of 
the community would share the burden 
with the farmer. They do share it nowj 
and in a very exact proportion ; for, does 
any one suppose that the poor-tax along 
with the land tax and horse tax, do not 
in the end, divide themselves amongst the 
consomers of bread and meat ? To sup- 
pose, that the weight of the poor-rates 
falls upon the farmer ; to suppose that he 
feels their pressure more than the rest of 
the community ; to entertain a supposition 
of this sort implies a mind liable to bew 
lieve, that the beer tax falls upon the 
brewer, that the roaltltax fatls upon the 
maltster^ that the sogar-tax/a^ open the 
i;rocer3 and^ if a man can suppose tfie^ 
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whj may he not suppose, that the stamp 
duty falls upon the persons who retail the 
Stamps ? 

Thus, I think, I ha?e shown the futi- 
lity, the complete nothingness, of these 
R^OLUTioNs, brought forward in so pomp- 
ous a manner and after so long public 
expectation. Mr. Huskisson, it appears, 
^^ animadrerted upon the absence of the 
"majority of the Gentlemen on the 
^ other side from the consideration of 
^ this interesting subject ; but the Honour- 
** able Mover, whom he ventured to call 
^ Ms Honourable Friend^ proceeded in a 
^ tone of moderalionj which probably 
^^ did net suit the iasie of these Gentle- 
^^men. I{e (Mr. H.) was aware of the 
^ distress of those to whom the motion 
^^ referred, and their case should receive 
^^ his most diligent attention. — That Par- 
'^ liament w onld do all that could be aeom- 
^^pUsked upon this most important ques- 
'^tion, he entertained the fullest conti- 
*' dence — and with a view io prepare the 
^^ mind of the House for the full con- 
*^ sideration of the measure, he suggested to 
** his Honourable Friend the propriety of 
^^ hartDg his resolutions printed with a 
.^^Tiew to their circulation among the 
^ Members, and 4hat he should fix upon 
^ some convenient day for the discussion 
** of their merits — to some of those ^reso- 
^^ iations, he (Mr. H.) had a very decided 
^^ objection, but he should reserve the 
^^ declaration of his opinion for a more 
^^ conTonient opportunity." It must be 
matter of great consolation to the Member 
for Essex, that he acted in a manner to 
merit the approbation ; nay, even friend' 
skip^ of such a man as Mr. Huskisson ; 
but, with all due deference to the opinion 
of the latter, I must confess, that 1 cannot 
bkme the gentlemen, who have been so 
active la opposing the Income TaXy for 
bting absent upon this occasion^ when (as 
I dare say they understood) not one 
single proposition was to be brought for- 
ward having any practical object in view. 
To oppose the Income Tax ; to cut off this 
great limb of the system ; to put down 
soch nnmerons tribunals of assessors and 
leriers ; to^ make a stand on this great 
point, was worth the attendance of a great 
nnmber of gentlemen, whose estates are at 
stake ; bot^ what had they to do with a 
project about a bounty on exported com 
and aboot gOTernment granaries ? In his 
speech, iad^, Mr. Western said some- 



thing about the Debt and the Currency 
and yetj when he came to marshal his 
notions in the form of Resolutions, 
these fwo great items were wholly omit- 
ted. I anticipated such a result. I ob 
served, in Number? of this volume, that it 
was wholly useless to talk about the dis^ 
tresses of the country, unless some real^ 
some effectual remedy was to be proposed. 
Mr. Western tells us, that whole districts 
of poor are actually starving ; and Mr. 
Lewis tells us, that ^^ it was to a resident 
'* Gentry that England owed its liberty, 
'* happiness and glory. When he contem- 
'* plated the destruction of this 6ody^ he 
^^ could not but feel more serious appre- 
^^ hensions than those he felt of danger 
^^ from the Caffres or Bosjemans, against 
'^ whom we were to keep up so great a mi- 
^^ litary force, and he could not but view 
^' with more pain the destruction of one 
'* parish in any county of England^ than 
'^ the loss of all the Colonies which we 
" were io defend at so enormous a price. 
" [Hear !] Yet the destruction of Pa^ 
'' rishes in England did not exist merely 
" in imagination — there Kcre Parishes in 
*' Cambridgeshire which had been left as 
" wild and desolate as any Colony which 
'' we had, [hear ! hear ! hear ! hear ! j" 
American, read, pause here for a mi- 
nute. Look at this picture. I quote it 
from the report of a debate in parliament, 
and I can assure you, that it is not over- 
charged. Look steadily, then, at the si- 
tuation of this people at this time; and 
when you have taken a fair -view of (hem; 
when you have seen thousands of fathers 
of fannlies, who never before knew what 
it was to be in debt, taken from their 
homes to settle their accounts in a jail ; 
when you have seen the highways and 
streets crowded with paupers ; when yoa 
have seen whole parishes deserted by the 
farmers in order to escape the demands of 
the tax-collector and the over-seer of (he 
poor: when you have beheld us in this 
state;' when you have been able to ab- 
stract your mind for a few minutes from 
surrounding objects and to view us as vte 
really are at this moment, you ^ill then 
begin to reflect upon the cause of this un- 
paralleled disgrace: for is it not disgrace 
without a parallel, that a people^like this 
inheriting from their ancestors such ex- 
cellent principles of government and lair> 
should have suffered themsdres to be re- 
duced to a state so wretched as thai fki 
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which they now are notoriously placed ? 
Five and twejity years ago they were in 
possession of nearly all the blessings that 
a nation cau enjoy. But, their govern- 
ment saw freedom rearing her head upon 
the continent of Europe, as she had then 
recently reared it on the continent of 
America. What this government then 
did, what this people then enabled this 
government to do; what has been the lan- 
guage and what has been the conduct of 
this government and this people from that 
day until the day of the death of Marshal 
Ney, I need not relate to you. You 
know it all. And, knowing it all, you 
will know how to feel upon reading' the 
descriptions now given of the state of this 
country by Members of Parliament them- 
selves. It is not, you will observe, Jaco- 
binical writers or speakers, who give this 
description of the state of the country. It 
is not I, or any one of those who may be 
supposed to exult in the fulfilment of (heir 
predictions. The description is given to 
you by men who have all along been the 
enemies of jacobins and levellers, as they 
chose to call the opponents of Pitt and the 
war; by men who urged on the war; by 
men who were mounted as soldiers to de- 
fend Pitt and Dundass against the machi- 
nation of the republicans and levellers ; 
by men who pledge their last shilling and 
the last drop of their blood for the pur- 
poses of carrying on the war; by men, 
in shorty who were the staunch friends of 
the Pitt system, and who are so to this 
very hour, though they do not seem to 
know that they are now doing their best 
to demolish it. 

Such, then, are the Remedies proposed 
by Mr. Western. Very different, indeed, 
is, the remedy which X have to propose, 
and of which I spoke in my last number, 
at page 301. This remedy consists of se- 
Toral branches, to each of which I must 
solicit the attention of the reader. But, 
before I come to state these, I must very 
shortly describe, though I have done it se- 
several times before, what it is that has 
brought us into this state. I will not go 
into detail here, but will content myself 
with ohserving, that the war against the 
liberties of France; or, not to quarrel 
with any body about words, the twenty- 
three years' war which we have carried on 
against the republicans, or new men, or 
enemies of the Btourbons and the Pope 
and the Inqniution i the war tbat we baye 



carried on against these enemies of priests 
and kings and crowns and convents and 
tythes and masses and miracles ; the war 
that we have carried on for twenty -three 
years against this description of men, call 
them by what name you will, has com- 
pelled us to make the government debt so 
large, that the iuterest of it, together with 
the sinking fund, amount to 44 millions 
a year. The disturbed state of Ireland, 
and the other reasons for keeping up a 
standing army which I mentioned to you 
at the close of No. 7, just before the io* 
sertion, if you recollect, the neat littJe 
epigram, so complimentary to our Lord 
Chief Justice and his son ; these, together 
with some other reasons, induced the go- 
vernment to keep up a thundering standing 
army ; a standing army of regulars of one 
hundred and fifty thousand men, with a 
navy of thirty three thousand sailors, be-» 
sides an enormous barrack department, 
military colleges, and a half- pay list of 
officers^ far more numerous than the 
whole of your army, oflScers, pitvates,' 
drum boys and all, though that army of 
yours is intended to guard a frontier of 
twelve or fourteen hundred miles, in 
length against several nations of savages, 
as well as against the English colony of 
Canada. 

This military and naval establishment, 
together with the interest of the debt and 
the sinking fund, which latter is full as 
necessary as the interest of the debt itself ; 
all these require, and will require for 
ever, siity millions of pounds a year, at the 
very least. To pay this sixty millions of 
pounds a year, while an immense Navy 
commanded all the advantages of aU the 
trade in the world ; and while this Island 
appeared to be the only safe place in Europe 
for the depositing of money and of riches 
of all sorts; and, especially while there was 
afloat a paper-currency so abundant aa to 
be within the ireach of every one ; to pay 
this sixty millions a year during this sU^ta 
of things was no great difficulty i but, from 
the moment that peace was made with Ame. 
rica, followed as it immediately was by 
peace with France, andl preceded as it had 
been the year before by peace on the couti- 
neut of Europe ; from that moment the 
navy, which had before swept the seas of all 
their riches, became ineffectual ; foreign- 
ers, who now saw the continent a safe 
place to return to. took their money eat 
of the conntry of the Income Tax, and 
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retired home, leaving us to pay the lo- 
come Tax oar^elTes. Numerous English 
families flocked to the continent, leaving 
their share of the Poor-rates to be paid by 
those who remained behind. But, the 
great thing of all, was, the absolute ne- 
cessity which now arose of diminishing 
the quantity of paper-money in circula- 
tion. Unless this was done, the Bank 
roust hafe continued at a discount of from 
thirty to forty per Cent, and the Ex- 
change against us with foreign countries 
must haye been in the same proportion. 
Therefore, the quantity of paper was di- 
nuDished ; by what means, at what time 
and in what manner, I haye described to 
yoa before, in the second number of this 
present volume, in my letter to your se- 
cretary of the Treasury, where I haye told 
you the whole story about the operations 
of the Treasury and of the Goyrenors and 
Directors of the Bank of England. 

I have frequently before shewn, that 
thia diminution of the quantity of paper, 
necessarily produced that confusion in 
the affairs of all men in trade, which 
confusion has been followed by the dis- 
tresses spoken of before. For instance, 
the Bank-note, the Pound-note, is to day, 
worth thirteen shillings in silver. I borrow 
a pound of my neighbour. Next week 
thi» same pound-note is worth twenty 
shillings in silver. My neighbour calls 
upon me to pay him the pound. Conse- 
quently I pay him a thing that is worth 
•even shillings more than that which I 
borrowed. Farmers who took their lands 
put It into high condition and stocked it 
well with cattle and implements, while 
wheat was fifteen shiUIngs a bushel, have 

, now, all at once, sunk half the principal 
money that they laid out. If they bor- 
rowed money upon mortgage for the sake 
of effecting these purposes, or for the 
sake of purchasing land, they haye now, 
in fact, to pay nearly double what they 
paid before, as the interest of the money 
so borrowed. There are thousands of 
men who bought land, paying half the 
purchase money down, and leaving the 
other half as a mortgage upon the land. 
The half which they paid down, they have 
lost, wholly, lost, the land being at this 
time, worth no more than what it is mort- 
gaged for. All the tradesmen and ma- 
DufacitarerB and merchants, who haye 
bew trmdiug upon borrowed money, must 

be ^ery Uacky indeed tf they escape ruin, 



seeing that they hafe to |»i(y in a cur* 
rency of higher real talue than the cur. 
rency waa in which they borrowed. Ac- 
companying this has come an abatement 
in prices, which, of course, renders it 
impossible for the people to continue to 
pay sixty millions of taxes in a year. 
You have seen enough of the paltry re- 
medies proposed hy others, who either 
want the sense or want the courage to 
propose to the country that which alone 
can afford it a chance of surmounting its 
difficulties without first being plunged 
into uproar and confusion. Men are sh^ 
upon this score. They fear to give on 
fence. Every one has his circle of 
friends. Those who are able to write, 
or to speak in public, have generally 
some interest or other to restrain them. 
Many are afrsiid of mere \>opular cla- 
mour. For my part, I am restained by 
none of these considerations ; and shall, 
therefore, speak out as freely as if i were 
sitting by a fire.side at New York. 

The Remedy which I haye to propose, 
and which I am now about to submit to 
my countrymen, though I am addressing 
myself to you, is by no means calculated 
to gain me the goodwill of any descrip- 
tion of persons, except those only who 
have long accustomed their minds to the 
contemplation of the natural and un- 
ayoidable consequences of a debt of a 
thousand millions. It is impossible to 
patch up the afairs of a nation so situ- 
ated. There must be something resemb- 
ling that, which, in the.concerns of pri- 
vate life, we denominate a bankruptcy. 
A gentleman of Berkshire, whose name is 
Hallett, and who has the gift, to a 
greater degree than any other man that I 
have eyer known, of penetrating at one 
glance, through all the parts and ramii^ 
cations of a complicated affair, observed 
to me, many months ago," that 'the best 
plan would be for the whole nation /« 
break; goyernment, bank, army, iiayy, 
judges, parsons, lawyers, merohaoit*, for- 
mers, gentlemen ; all, every creature in 
the country, to break on the same day, 
and all to be regarded as solrent, and be 
immediately re-estabKshed in full credit, 
upon paying, or giving securit) for, ten 
i shillings m the pound. I thought thia a 
very wild project at first, but i do Hot 
think it so now, and I would yenture to 
bet a triie that to iomothing fery nearly 
lik&this, the thing will eome, at l*it« 
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However^ this is not the way that I 
would wish to see it go. I am for discri* 
minatingj and not suffering those who 
ha?e had no share in the good things of 
the war to lose one half of what they pos- 
sess in consequence of the debts of the 
war. It is very clear, that it is a debt 
which OYerwhelms us. A man deeply in 
debt, is, in fact, a slave ;' and the same 
may be said of a nation deeply in debt ; 
for, though we owe the debt to one ano- 
ther, we are not the less slaves for that ; 
and, perhaps the man who has twenty 
men for his slaves, may himself be the 
salve of some other man. I am, there- 
fore, for getting tid of the debt (dtoge^ 
iher ; and this, I think, it is possible to 
accomplish without any act of re<U injus^ 
tke. 

It is plain enough, that there must be a 
fponge^ or that there must be somethii^ 
taken from one man and given to another 
man. It has been' shown as clearly as 
day-light, that, as the thing is now going 
on, the real property of the country- must 
paM from the present owners to the re- 
ceivers of the taxesy and that the latter 
will be in possession of the whole of it in 
a very few years, unless something be 
done to put a stop to this work of trans- 
fer. The government, which has pledged 
itself to pay about 60 millions a year to 
fund-holders, army, king, navy, place- 
man and pensioners, demands this sum of 
the owners of the soil and others. The 
owners of the soil cannot pay their share 
without borrowing upon their land, or 
selling some of it ; and, thus their estates 
must pass away into the h&qds of those, 
who receive the 60 millions a year, and 
who now receive it in a currency of much 
higher value than that in which they were 
paid a few years ago. There is no u/- 
tienUe danger to the farmers or labourer ; 
for, whea prices have settled down to 
their proper mark, these classes, and 
tradesmen also, will be as well off, in fact^ 
as before, though they will cut a less 
brilliant figure. The farmers will spend 
less money in articles not actually ne^ 
ee4sary. They, and all the busy classes 
will soon get, to rights. Those amongst 
them who owe money, whether on mort- 
gage or otherwise, will be ruined ; but, 
others will soon rise up in their stead. 
. Two years from last Michaelmas will put 
all to. rights as far as regards these clasises 
of persons, who will not^ because they I 



cannot, continue to pay their share, or, 
rather, that i^hich was their share, of the 
government Debt, including the pay of 
army, &c. 

The conflict will be, and, indeed, now 
is^ between the land and the funds '; and, 
if this conflict continue for any length of 
time, some very violent scenes must, in 
the end, take place. For my part, I am 
not at all uneasy on this account ; for, 
while the Attorney General has the 
power to tile an information, at any mo. 
uient, against zehomsoever he may choosey 
and has the power to take the party be- 
fore a jtidgc and hold him to bail untii 
trialy and has, moreover the power to put 
off the day of trial as long as he pleases ; 
while this power exists, I can never be 
uneasy on account of what are called the 
distresses and dangers of the country ; 
and, if the chuckle-headed farmers and 
country 'squires tell me, that the powers 
of the Attorney General are nothing to 
themj I have only to observe, that their 
taxes, their losing their estates and gomg 
to jail are nothing to me. The proposing 
of my Remedy, therefore, proceeds pure- 
ly from a wbh to make my opinions 
known, without the smallest interest, felt 
by me, as to its being adopted, or not 
being adopted. 

My Remedy consists of two branches ; 
deducting^ and refunding, l*he 60 miU 
lions are expended between the army, 
king, judges, placemen, &c. and the fund- 
holders. The former will take about 16 
millions a year, and the latter 44 mil- 
lions, including the sinking fund, whteh 
must be included because if it were not 
kept up, -the capital of the debt would 
disappear. The sixteen millions might 
be reduced to about ten millions. Th* 
whole of the army^ civil list. Sec. were 
supported, before the French w«rs, out 
of six millions a year; if, therefore, we 
allow 4 millions more in consequence of 
the extension of our colonies, this will be 
an ample allowance. But, in order that 
this sum may be sufficient, there must be 
a deduction from the pay, salaries, ftud 
allowances of the civil list peof^vU 
well as from those of the officers of the 
army and navy and of all other persons ia 
public employ. 

A great deal has been said about the 
large standing army, which has been pro* 
posed ; but, what^ after all, does the pay 
of this army attount to i Supposing a 
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hundred and fifty thousand soldiers re- 
ceive each a shilling suday, the whole pay 
anoants to no more than two millions, 
seren hundred and thirty seren thousand, 
^we hundred pounds a year. It is not, 
therefore, the pay of the soldiers and 
jailors that costs the money. The main 
part of the money goes into other chan* 
n^; goes to create fortunes; goes to 
enrich hundreds, and not to find food, 
lodging and clothing for thousands. The 
pay of the common soklier and sailor forms 
but rery little part of the expence, and 
might be sttfiered, without any injury 
to the nation, to remain as it is. But, 
the same cannot be said of the pay and 
salaries of place-men, pensioners and offi- 
oers of the army and naTy, except, in- 
deed, subaltern officers, who ha?e, per- 
haps, little enough. 

^ As to the Civil List, it is notorious, that, 
in 1802, a large grant of money was made 
by Parliament to pay off arrears, due up 
to that time. The permanent allowance 
to the king and his family, fixed by act 
ot Parliament, was, eight hundred thou, 
sand pounds a yestr^ but in 1 802, 990,053/. 
was granted by act of Parliament to pay 
off what had been expended beyond the 
^ght hundred thousand pounds a year. 
The proposition to grant this sum of 
money was opposed by some persons; 
but Pitt and Rose and Addmgton and the 
rest of thi-m who were for the grant, con- 
tended v that the money ought to be given 
o3 acc0unt of ike fyeat increase which had 
taken place in the price of provisions and 
other necessaries of life. In the year 
1804, another grant was made of 591,84^/. 
and this grant was justified, or attempted 
to be justified, upon the same grounds as 
before. This grant was strenuously op- 
posed by Sir Francis Burdett ; but it was 
finally adopted, together with a perma- 
nent addition to the Civil List of sixty 
thoasand pounds a year, and exclusive of 
allowances and pensions to the Royal fa. 
mily to the amount of 300,000/. a year. 
Further augmentations took place while 
the Whigs were in power ; and, in short, 
the annual expences of the Civil List, in- 
cinding allowances to the Royal family, 
fall Tery IHtle short of one million ^ye 
hundred thousand pound;: a year. 

The pay of the judges has been aug- 
mented in a still greater proportion by 
two Acts of Parliament, one passed in 
ihe year )799^ and anoUier in the year 



1809; their pay was made nearly double 
what it was before the year 1799. This 
augmentation was made at the strong re- 
commendation of two or three barristers, 
amongst whom was Mr. Horner ! All 
the arguments, made use of in the case of 
the Civil List augmentation. The high 
price of provisions was talked of. The 
increase in the amount of rents. The high 
price of horses, and of the wages of ser- 
vants and labourers. Upon the same 
ground the advances in the pay of the po^ 
lice justices was defended ; and, in short, 
this was the ground, upon which were 
brought forward, maintained, and carried 
into execution, all those numerous aug- 
mentations in the pay and salaries of per- 
sons in public employ, which augmenta- 
tions have so enormously swelled the 
amount of the expenditure. 

Is it not therefore just, that all this 
pay, these salaries, should be reduced in 
proportion to the reduction in the price 
of provisions and of labour? Iris so 
manifestly just and reasonable to make 
this reduction that one wondets how the 
business of Parliament can hate proceed- 
ed for a single week witiiout some mem- 
ber having brought forward a distinct 
motion upon the subject. As I said be- 
fore, it is not my business to do the thing, 
nor is it my business to make myself un- 
easy if it be not done. I merely intend 
to show that it may be done, without any 
real injustice to any body; and having 
done that, 1 shall stand and look quietly 
x>n. 

When we see, therefore, how very lit- 
tle it is that the mere soldiers and sailors 
take to pay them, compared with the 
great mass of money expended, who can 
doubt thst with suitable and just deduo- 
tions, upon the prineiple just laid down^ 
the whole of the expences of the govern- 
ment, together with those of the army 
and navy^ might safely and easily -be 
reduced to 10 millions a year ? 

But, still, there would then be 54 millions 
to providf for, seeing that the govern- 
ment debt, due to the fund-holders, is, 
at least, 44 millions a year including the 
sinking fund The debt dut> to the fund* 
holders di'mands, in interest, abuut 3S 
millio IS a year. The "^iiikirt^.fniid about 
12 millions a yiar. Now, accordiiig to my 
notions of public liberty and the happi- 
ness of a people, it is impossible that 
either can exist lA ^ country where 54 
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Billions a year arc collected in taxes 
upon a population so small as that of this 
island. A hundred thoosand tax^ather- 
ers and of troofw employed to assist 
them ; revenue cutters and custom-house 
dragoons in Aucfa abundance; costom- 
bouse officers with power to rummage 
our trunks and j>ockets, and. in certain 
cases, to search tis eren between our 
shirts and our skins ; excise officers, with- 
oat wh<)8«' pt*rmissioH we cannot remoTe 
our df ink from one house to another ; 
who have authority to enter our houses 
in innumerable cases, at any hour of the 
day or night, and in some cases, to lock 
certain doors of our premises and to keep 
tha keys of them in their, pocket; all 
these, together with a code of custom- 
ho«he, excise, and tax-laws, forming al- 
together several thick tolames in quarto, 
and embracing penalties of every deacrip- 
tion, noi excepting that of death. Ac- 
cording to my notions of public liberty 
•■d nationa4 happiness, these can have 
no existence in a country of this size and 
population, while the fiscal system is so 
extensive, and while the bare collection 
of the taxes, the bare expences of getting 
them together and conyeying them to the 
Tre-isary ; that is to say, the money paid 
by the people to the tax-^gatherers them- 
selves, amounts to a sufficiency to main- 
tain a hundred thousand able bodied men 
and their families. ^ 

Thv refore, I am for doing away with 
the taxes, except to the amount of ten 
millions a year, which I would have pro- 
vided for by one single tax, and which 
tax 1 would lay upon the land alone, for 
roMona whleh I will state another time. 
Bat, then, how am I to get rid of the 44 
millions required by the debt I I would 
pa^ of the debt. Do not langh, reader. 
1 say I would pay off the debt ; and I am 
now abont to detail the mamier in which 
I would do it. 

When a man Is become poor and even 
boad »n4 ears in debt, afler having been 
very rich, the qnestion which Is always 
msked, is, ^' what hae become of all hiB 
money?*' if he be made bankrupt, or rf 
he be cleared out by the insolvent act, his 
creditors compel hfm fo r e n de r t^em an 
account of whait he has deiio with his 
property ; and if they find that he has 
made any frandnlent conTOyaoce, or t6a< 
tom# keen Mtaw has over-reached him^ 
tbejr set a lawyer to work to get hold of 



this property by making the party re- 
fund. Now, it appears to me, that John 
Bull is very fast approaching to that state 
which will give his creditors, the fund- 
holders, a fair claim to require of him a 
full and candid statement of the transac- 
tions, through the means of which he has 
become thus Involved. In pursuance of 
a request of this sort, he will, of course, 
point out such and such person as having 
received large sums of money from him, 
in the quality of taylor, butcher, baker, 
wine-merchant, apothecary, &c. It would 
be a waste of time to enter into an exami- 
nation of all the divers bills and accounts 
of these gentlemen. It would be sufficient 
just to find them out and to ascertain the 
present amount of their property ; for, If 
we should find Mr. Snip with property 
in the funds, or in Land, with a million of 
money, and should be able to provo that 
he was not worth ten thousand pounds 
before he became the Taylor of Mr. Bull, 
I think that there need bo tery little 
scruple in calling npon him to come (vo- 
luntary, of course) to the aid of his for- 
n>er respectable employer. If the money 
were in the funds ; or, rather, If Mr. 
Snip's name were written in the great 
book with the amount of a million against 
It, the sum might be redaced to fifty thon- 
and pounds. If the property were Sa 
land, fifty thousand pounds worth of it 
might be left in the pos^ssion of Mr. 
Snip, while the rest of the estate might be 
taken and distributed in the manner here- 
after to be described. I would extend 
my inquiries and my searches into all de- 
partmcnts of public expenditure. The 
colonies, those grand scenes of fortune- 
making, should assuredly not escape me. 
If I could come at the names of great 
receivers in no other way, I would hunt 
through the great book, or would go to 
the Parks, fusions and Castks, hi the 
several counties ; and I would find otit^ 
by fhose means, the persons who had been 
enrfchcrf by their nnmediate de^ings wfth 
the government, and by thefr receipt of 
public money, from the time that Pitt 
came inta office to the present day. Since^ 
tJiat time, rery nearly nine hundred mil- 
lions of pounds htfve beefi added to the 
debt, besides (he twelve or fifteen hundred 
f mHHons, which have been raised Hi taaces 
' during the same time. This money nrasC 
'stifl be possessed by somebody, and k Is 
very hard indeed^ if tioso who po»M it 
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in great aud surprising quantities will not 
contribute towards the clearing off of the 
mortgage which has been fixed upon their 
employers e»iate^ and which has reduced 
him to misery apd slavery. 

i am quite serious ia ray propoeilion, 
and I have not ths smallest doubt that in 
the course &f one moth^ with access to the 
papem in all the departments of cxpendi- 
ture, I should be able to point out the 
Ttteans of obtaining, at the end of a tweWe- 
moDth, resources quite sufEcient to' clear 
off the whole of the demands of those, to 
whcMn the public, or the government, 
really owe money. The fund-holders 
woald not be fairly entitled to the whole 
ef "ihe' nominal amount of their share 
of the debt ; because, in this near state of 
things, there would be no currency but 
that of gold and silver ; or of bank- 
notes, converti^ble, at pleasure, into gold 
and «il¥er. Wo should see wheat at 4s. a 
bushel, barley at^2 sfaiUiogs a bushel, 
butter. at six-pence a pound, mutton at 3 
pence, and bacon, at 5 pence* People 
would again get shaved for a penny, 
and irould get a tooth drawn for six- 
penee. Therefore, it would be unreason- 
able in the fmd^holders to demand the 
full nominal amount of their debts. A 
rule-of-three question vfould settle in an 
instant the proportion in which they 
oaght to be paid. A land^ffice would 
keep an account of the estates of the 
fortunate tvadesmen of John Bull. The 
several parcels would be valued, allotted^ 
and numbered ; and J would undertake, 
for 2 pence in the pound, to bring a suffi- 
ciency of property into such a state as to 
bo ready to be conveyed to the fund-hold- 
ers in satisfaction of their claimsi* But, 
the reader will.understand roe cleadyhere 
that there must be an Ad of Parlifiment^ 
(as in the case of the Volunteer Corps) 
to autiiorise the government to receive 
these offerings of the tradesmen of John 
Bull, and to dispose of them in payment 
of his debts* And I am also to be clearly 
mnderstood as supposing that his pri nci- 
pi^ domestic servants will be full as gene- 
rously disposed as^ his tradesmen ; and, 
that where a ma« has received^ as a sine- 
care place-man^ three or four hundred 
thousand pounds, ^e will not be . bavk- 
:ward In giving up a portion of it in. order 
to satisfy the demands of those who have 
leal Join B«ll moooy^ aftd- out of whjith 



money, so borrowed, he really has paid 
the amount of these sinecures. 

This, without entering into further 
particulars here^ is the substance of my 
ilemedy. I am for no revolutionary 
schsQies; I want to take nothing from 
the royal family ; I am for leaving tho 
Church as she is ; no schemes, no unin- 
telligible schemes and dark hints about 
tyihes make part of my remedy. I am 
for getting Imck again, not all, but a 
small part of what the nation has lost, 
and giving it to those to whom it is justly 
due. Mr. Preston recommends the de- 
ducting of one pound from every five 
of the interest due to the fund-holders. 
This would be very unjust, unless the 
pay and salaries of persons in public em« 
ploy were first reduced in the manner 
above spoken of; But, it would be still 
unjust thus to take away the property of* 
the fund-holder who has really lent his 
own money to the government. At 
least, nothing but necessity ; nothing but 
the safety of the country could justify 
such a measuve; and, sorely, the same 
necessity would justify in casing npoil 
contractors and sinecure placemen to 
come forward in tho manner before de- 
scribed, in order to prevent uproar, con- 
fusion, and general destruction. It may 
bo said, that an Act of Parliament to 
dntUe such persons to make offers of 
large parts of their estates, would operate^ 
as a sort of commmid. I do not kno^ 
how that might be; but I know that- 
people, all over the country, do receive- 
from the agents of the government, and in. 
ivirtue of" Acts of Parliament, pretty 
posHive cemmaads to give' up their pro^ 
perfy, in one shape or another, and tbdt 
many of the people are -actually, sent to 
jail, when they are found unable or u»- 
willing to obey those commands. 

However, be the measure what ft may^ 
(Ms, I am satisfied, the only one that wilt 
|)e found to be effectual, exoept thae* of 
ftpplyiQg a sponge to the National Debt.^ 
Before the Parliament met, there might 
be some room for people to believe that 
the government would be able to pay the 
fund-holders in full, and to csiny things 
bn in. the usual wky ; but, now, I believe^ 
there Are very few persons indead who / 
Entertain any such opinion. In the New 
liTork edition of this letter (not having 
time novr^, I shall point out more mi« 
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nntely the mode in t which Vonld go to 
work with my Re-Funding system; I 
will point out oamerous individuals^ to 
whom I would appeal in behalf of dis- 
tressed John Bull ; I will, in short, in 
that edition of this letter, make the whole 
thing as clear as day. light, and, as I am 
not without pretty confident expectations 
that the plan may be acted upon, at no 
Tery distant day, f would recommend to 
all those who may feel particularly inte- 
rested in the question, to obtain a copy 
of this New York edition. 

Wm. Cobbbtt* 



Nafoleoit. 

UpoB the subject of this really illus- 
triovs hero, whose name It is impossible to 
rqieat, in spite of all his faults, without 
feelings of admiration and of gratitude, 
there were the following short, but Tery 
iMterestmg speeches, made in the House of 
Commons on the 12th instant ; which 
speeches I shall first insert, and then make 
some remarks upon them. 

^^ Lord Castlcreaoh rose, pursuant 
'^ to notice, to more for leaTO to bring in 
^^ two Bills — the one more effectually to 
^regulate the safe custody of Napoleon 
^ Bonaparte, and the other to regulate the 
^^ intercourse of neutral ships with the 
^^ Isle ad of St Helena, while Bonaparte 
« should be detained in that Island. 
^^ Douhfs had been entertained, whether 
.<< It waa competent to the Crown to detain 
<< Bonaparte a prisoner after the terroina- 
<< tlon of the war ; of which doubts, how- 
" ever, he himself (Lord C.) did not par' 
'^ take : but yet the Bill he proposed was 
** deemed necessary^ with a Tiew to re' 
^^ move those doubts* As to the justice 
^^and policy of detaining Bonaparte in 
^^ custody, he apprehended that no doubt 
^^ could exist; and as to the legality of the 
*^ prort^eding, with reference to the law 
^^ qf nations J he was fully satisfied of the 
^^ propriety of the measure. As a aoTe-; 



<^ reign prince, we were warranted in de- 

^^tatning him, in conseqoence of his 

*^ breach of tredfyy and incapacity to 

^^ offord any guarantee f&r the observe 

'^ once of any treaiy; but we had this ad« 

^ ditional ground to justify our conduct, 

^* that he was a prisoner ofmary who as a 

^^ native of Corsica, was the subject of 

^ France, which Power had declined to 

** claim his restoration. Therefore, inde- 

« pendantly of his general charactery this 

^^ country was justified in detaining this 

<^ Individual in custody according to ike 

<< lam of nations. But the circumstance of 

<< Bonaparte's having withdrawn from 

^' Elba, where he had pledged himself by 

<^ a solemn treaty to remain, and his utter 

^^ inability to afford any assurancefor the 

^^obserrance of any engagements, war- 

<* ranted his detention. Thus, whether 

" regarded as a Sovereign Prince, or a 

" Prisoner of War, his detention was jns- 

^^ tifiable in a technical view^ according t<r 

^^ the law of nations, and that detention 

^^was imperiously called for by a dud 

<< consideration for public safety and ge^ 

"neral peace.— [^eor, hear, hear!'} 

^' With regard to the treatment of Bona- 

'* parte, it was proposed to extend to him 

" every indulgence that was consistent 

<< with his safe custody, and that he should 

^^ experience the most liberal treatment as 

** a prisoner of war. But it was material 

^*that the officers appointed to super* 

^^ intend his custody should be aware ia 

^^ what light to consider Boni^parte ; what 

" opinion they were to entertain of the 

" character of their prisoner. Now, with 

*^ respect to the intercourse of foreign na* 

" tions with St. Helena, the object of the 

^^ second Bill which he proposed was to 

<< regulate the execution of the measure 

^* which had been already notified by Go- 

"vemment, to neutral powers. When 

** these two Bills were brought forward, ^ 

^^ Crentlemen would have an opportunity 

<< of considering their details and suggests 
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^' Ing any amendments thej might think 
*' proper, but he apprehended that their 
^^ introduction urould not be opposed. 

*' On the motion for leave with respect 
"totheOrftBill, 

^^ Mr. Brougham said, that he should 
'* not object to the arrangements proposed 
** by the Noble Lord, and whaterer diffe- 
^ rence of opinion might exist upon some 
*^ points connectjed with the measure, he 
*^ bettered that there ^as «n urfanimaus 
** concurrence zciik Government^ as to the 
^propriety of detaining Bonaparte in 
" safe custodtf. Therefore, as far as the 
" Bill now alluded fo by the Noble Lord 
*' appeared to go, he fully cqjproved of it, 
^ and he also agreed with the Noble 
** Lord*$ view of the laic of nations^ as it 
^' 4qiplied to this case. Yet if doubts ex- 
^^ isted as to the legality of the proceeding, 
^^ it was right to remore th6m by a legis- 
" latiTe act. But according to the incli- 
^ oation of his mind it was legal to detain 
** a prisoner of tear tchose restoration 
** teas not claimed by that power of which 
^ he wms the subject* In this opinion, 
^^ however, he was aware that he differed 
^from others who had also considered 
'^ the subject. Bat with regard to the 
** main pointy he apprehended that there 
" could be no difference of opinion^ name- 
" ly, as to the policy of detaining Bona- 
^^ parte in custody^ granting him, how-. 
^ ever, every possible lenity and indul- 
^^ gence — whether there should beany and 
*^ what period to the custody of Bona- 
^^ parte, and whether it would be right to 
^^ release him under any change of cir- 
^^ cumstances, might become a question 
^ hereafter, but it was evident that in 
** the existing state of affairs his deten^ 
** Hon was a justifiable procedure." 

This is your -view of the matter, is 
it, Mr. Brougham? So far, however. 
Is the justice of this procedure ^'evi» 



to me, that I cannot, after long 
S i U C h , discover any 'glimpse of it. And, 



do you really think, Mr. Broughami 
that the world will agree with you, as to 
tBis " Law of Nations'' ? In what Book 
or Chapter of what Civilian have you aid 
your worthy coadjutor, upon this occa* 
sion, discovered this doctrine ? What, do 
you pretend, then, thftt any two govern- 
ments, who have been at war, may justly 
agree to keep their prisoners, on both 
sido9, in confinement for life? As to the 
liberality^ with which the humbler of 
kings is to be treated, those will guess 
what that means who have read the in- 
structions from the foreign office, relative 
to letters and printed publications to 
be sent to him. If he could get at the 
Register at this time, or any /rwe account* 
of what is passing in England, how ha 
would laugh ! How he would be amused 
to view the distress, the confusion, the 
turmoil, the wrangling and the apprehen- 
sions that we are got into in consequence 
of our efforts to overthrow him and to 
humble and ruin France by the restora* 
tion of her old royal race. How he must 
laugh at the bowlings of those ungrateful 
wretches, the Protestants of France, who, 
after living so happily under hi» protection, 
put up thanksgiving and sang anthems 
for the restoration of the Bourbons, 
under whose government they were quick* 
ly driven out of the churches which they 
had bought, and were robbed, beaten 
and some of them actually burnt. When 
Sir Samusl Romillt went out of his 
way, the other night, to give a picture of 
the cruel persecution of the French Pro- 
testants, he forgot to give the House an 
account of their base ingratitude towaidi 
Napoleon. They themselves have boasted^ 
that they put up thanksgiving in their 
Churches for the restoration of the Bonr* 
bona ; they have boasted, that they called 
Napoleon a tyrant and an usurper. And 
yet, they have the impudence to suppose^ 
that the world will lament to hear, that 
they have been beaten like dogs nnder the 
4^ paternal** Bourbons \ There it another 
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set of me% toO) at whose l^te Napoleon 
mustlaugb. I mean the Spanish P<i/rto/#, 
who called htm usurper^ despot^ monster^ f 
and who plunged all Spain into misery 
and blood-shed, in order to co-operate with 
th^ English gofernment, against him, and 
in faroar of the beloved Ferdinand. How 
Ifapolt^pn must laugh : I have laughed 
heartily enough at the fate of these In- 
quisition Patriots ; but, how must Napo- 
leon laugh if he should hear of their treat- 
ment by Ferdinand, and of their reception 
by their old friend and co-operator, the 
flnglish GoTernment ! The united howl of 
the French Protestants, the Spanish Patri- 
ots, and the English Landlords and Farm- 
ers, must, if he could hear it, sound most 
melodiously in his ears* I have no hope of 
being able to convey any thing to him; 
but, I hope, that some one will find the 
means of sending him the New . York 
Register J for that would be a treat to 
him indeed. In the meanwhile, I am: glad, 
that Mr, Brougham has spoken out upon 
this subject. He goes the /(«// length in 
justifying the conduct of our gorernment 
towards Napoleon ; and he does this ro* 
luntariiy too. After this it would be un- 
just to suspect Sf r. Brougham of a wish to 



deeehe any body as to the tdtimaie drift 
of his pontics^ which none but a stark 
staring fool can now fail to perceive. 



NEW PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER. 

Some years ago, there was a work pab« 
lished under the title of CobbetVs Par^ 
tiameniary Debates. As far as Mr. Cob-» 
bett was concerned, that work ceased in 
1811, and was resumed under some other 
title. It is now intended to publish a 
work, to be entitled ^^ Cobbett's Pa&lia- 
MPNTARlr Register," to begin with the 
present Sessiod. It is intended to abridge 
the seteiral speeches ; to give the substance 
of each speech faithfully ; to retain all the 
arguments and every interesting fact ; to 
giYe an abridgement of cTery interesting 
document, laid before the Houses; to 
explain, where explaiiation shall ha 
thought necessary, the cause and grounds 
of motions and other proceedings; to gr?e 
a List of the acts passed and a descriptSon 
of their principal provisions ; audi ^us to 
put forth, at the close of the Session, % 
concise abd yet complete account of what 
has been said and done, in one single 
Volume^ whidi wHl be sold for ten sKiU 
lings^ and which ^ill be published and 
sold by Messrs. Bagshaw, Brydges Street^ 
Coveht Garden^ and Mr. CLEMSiiTf No« 
192, Strand. 



Printed and Pnblithed by ^nd/or. Wm .,Cobbbtt. Jnib No. 192, Strted \ whcrc'all Coranmnit a^loiii 
(pott pald)'lidx!rc^drto the Editor, are teqaested to be forwarded.' 
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To THE 

People of Southampton. 
LETTER r. 

. Mt iroRTUY NBioHBOOR5y I seize the 
present occasion to address myself to you 
on the siibject of your political degrada- 
tion. You now feel the insults of Rose 
and kis niimons; you now smart under 
the insolent pnbtications, in which 486 
of you, who signed a Petition agatast the 
PiropertyTax (and who consisted of gentle- 
men and tradesvien) have been called P«w- 
pers and Chimnet/^'weepcrsj with the ex- 
ception- of about 90 or 30. This insult 
swings you ; and, to be frank with you, I 
am glad it does. When some accident 
has, to all appearance, deprived a beloved 
son of life^ with what joy does th« parent 
psroeiTe him move^ wjpotk being eut or 
pinched; with what joy does he behold 
the symptoms of returning sensibility, 
though {produced by the infliction of a 
wound ! With somewhat similar feelings 
do I now behold the indignant state of 
mind, prevalent at Southampton, on ac- 
count of the gross insult now inflicted on 
you. It is a symptom of returning public 
spirit ; and, if it lead to a new line, of 
conduct on your part; if it produce in 
yon a resolution to assert your rights ; if 
it cure you of your slavish submission to 
the will of a sinecure place-man and to the 
delusions of faction (the last being full as 
bad as the first), this insult, stinging as it 
is, will prove to have been the gceatest 
behefit that you ever received. 

r 

That tiie Mayor of Southampton should 
hate refused to call a Meeting on a requi* 
sition sigued by 16 persons/ all gentlemen 



of fortune, or most respectable trades- 
, men; that an impudent slave (in tbe«Cou- 
rier) should have spoken most con tern j^ to. 
oiisly of these signatures, and have d^ed 
to justify the conduct of the Mayor; that 
the vile trick of stealing away your Petil. 
tion from the Inn where it lay for signa- ' 
tnres should have been practised ; that the 
Mayor should a second time have refused 
to call a Meeting, though when yon met 
of your own right the space of soreH 
hours produced and sent forward another 
petition signed by ,483 names. That afl 
this should have happened in so opulent a 
town as Southampton, a^d inhabited ty U 
people as remarkable for their good man. 
ners, good morals and general respectabir 
lity as the town and its environs are for 
their salubrity and beauty, must be very 
galling to you; but, I shoufd be guilty of 
a base abandonment of my duty, i^'I did 
not say, in this public manner, that you 
deserve all this and a great deal more at 
the hands of those, from whom you have 
received it. 

You have not the same excuse as al- 
most the whole of the rest of the kingdom* 
You have the power -of choosing your 
members of parliament. I am aware of 
the trick of out4ying voters ; I am aware 
that you have not that perfect freedom in 
this respect which Westminster has. But, 
still, if the great body of the town were 
animated with a soul worthy of freemen, 
neither Rose nor Rose's Son would ever 
have been a member for Southampton. 

You now feel the galling load of taxes 
press npon you. You now see, that 
many amongst yoi>, though persons of 
the greatest industry and probity, are 
sinking from a state of competence into 
beggary ; you now see, fathers, lately 
M 
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fturrounded with happy families, half mad 
at the contemplation of the degradaiioti 
and Ruscry to which thOite faimHes are 
now incfitably doomed; you ire now 
rooarning over that " national ruin^*^ 
which is no longer a rhetorical €gnrc> 
bat a literal and naked reaUijf. But^ 
who ha< more largely cc^ntributcd towards 
this lamentable sUiio of tbiags than your* 
-self es ? 

This is the season for speaking plainly 
to you ; for making you see that whAt 
you DOW suffer is the natural resalt •f the 
measures which you baTO so loag sop* 
ported ; for plaeing before you, in their 
true light, the men whom you hare chosen 
to represent you ; and for pointiiig out 
"what ought lo be your cooduot in futuve. 
And, this I will mttempt to do fully in tty 
Besit Nuinber> In the mean while I re- 
Inain your friend^ 

Wm. Cobimett. 



to tue 

People OF the United States of 

America. 

LETTER V. 

<« OW Enghndl And those ttho donU 
like ity d — m ihemy let them le&ve Wf '*• — 
The real sources of the strefiglh tmd 
xcealth of England. — The Marriage and 
Marriage Settlement of tlie 'Princess of 
Wtae9. 

JmUjft »Ikfth 95, 1816. 

For several years It had been the fe- 
aUoo, amongst the *' loyal " in this cofenu 
irjy to bitl tho^,^ who fovnd fault with 
the measures of Pitt and Dundas, and 
who did not like the idea of living in the 
continoal liability to be sent to jatl, with- 
out any charge of crtme, ^nd without any 
Habeas Corpus Act wlwlreby to t>btain a 
hoariHg.; H bad, ikr years, been the fa- 
shion, aiT^on^st the loyal, to bid^ such 
*' malcontents" to " leave the coimtri/^ if 
they did 'riot like it,*' But, In 186l>, 
when many persons tfelpvesMsd Ihehr dls- 
coiitent at the thtnga piloted to have been 
done by the Duke of York, Mrs. Clark, 



Castlereagh, Perceval, Sandon, O'Meara, 
Redding) and others,' J'uller^ a Member 
of Parliament, exclaimed, in the House of 
Commons, in answer to some one, who 
had been complaiaing of these Jhings: 
" OIH England! And those viho donU 
like ilf d — m them^ let them leave it /" 

This was a very modest sort of doc. 
trine ; such as the Lauds and Jeffries and 
Scroggs^ would, of course, have held m 
their day. The Act of Habeas Corpus 
we boast of as the only security for per* 
sonal liberty. Yet, was this act suspended 
for seven years at one time, though there 
was neither invasion nor rebellion. For 
seven yeai« Pitt and his associates hepri- 
SMied, during their pleasure, whomsoever 
they pleased, and for as long a time as 
they pleased, without ever bringing the 
imprisoned persons to trial. Those who' 
didtlot like this; who liked as little the 
ne# laws about the preu and alM>ut iren^ 
94m ; and who thought it rather hard for 
a man to be liable to be hanged, have his 
bowels ripped up, and his body chopped 
into four quarters, for sending a bushel of 
potatoes to France. Those who did not 
relish these things were told << d — m 
them," that they might lem>e the country. 
Those who did not approve ©£ * » ♦ * ♦ 
* ♦ ♦ * ♦ and many other things of the 
same sort, which 1 will state in the New 
York edition of this Number. Those 
who were diSGiMiteiited with these things, 
were always told, hj the ^ loyaU" that 
they might leave Old England, if they did 
not like it. In vain did we (for 1 soon 
became one of the malcontents) observe, 
that we had no id^lfke to Old Enf^and; 
that^ on the oontvary, we tiked it eaoeed* 
ingly } that it was the suspc%ist«n of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, the deeds discovered 
relative to Pitt and Melville, the Bills of 
indemnity to Pitt, the deeds mentioned in 
Mr. Maddocks*s moAon, the deeds and 
proceedings in the case of the Dnke of 
York and Mrs. Clark, the language of 
Perceval and Canning, the new laws 
about the press and about treason ; in vain 
did we observe, that it was these things, 
together with the enormous taxes laid 
tfpon ns, that we did «ot like, and that, 
as we humbly ooaceivcd, these things 
were not " Old Englandy*' which we 
loved very sincerely, and which we were 
ready* io defenfd (If she should be placed 
in danger) to the ntmoM of oar power. 
Wc sakly that we had nefer b^iote heard 
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that Foreign Troops, stationed in the 
lieart of the country, and Foreign Officers 
commanding whole districts of it, were 
" Old England;** and that, until now, we 
had never heard it disputed, that English- 
men might dislike such troops and officers 
without exposing themselves to the charge 
of disliking " Old England.** In vain 
did we urge this distinction. No: Pitt 
^d Dundas and Paul Benfield and the 
Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act and 
the Duke of York and Perceval and Mrs. 
Clark and O'Mcara and Canning and 
Croker and Sandon and Redding and 
Castlereagh and the Hanoverian Officers 
and Troops and (he Income Tax and the 
licences for the Press ; these, our oppo- 
nents insisted, were Old England; and, if 
we did not like it, we might leave it.^ 

To iiave been obliged to endure this in- 
solent language for so many years gives 
ii» a claim now to exercise a little retalia- 
tion. When wc hear those, who for- 
merly bade us leave the country, crying 
out against (he Income Tax, we now bid 
them leave *' Old England,'* if they do 
not like it. Some of them seem to be en- 
deavou^'ing to profit from the hint; for a 
iMcipber stated, a few nights ago, in the 
"liouse of Commons, that a very worthy 
man lately applied to him io get the go- 
Ternment to send him and his family to 
Botany Bay/ Tjiis must amuse Napo- 
leon, if he should happen to hear of it. 
Nine teiUhs, nay, ninety nine hundredths, 
of those who now so bitterly complain of 
ihe taxes, the tythes, the poor-rates, and 
the standing army, have a thousand times 
bid the jacobins leave the country, if they 
did not like it. We now return the ad- 
Tice, with this addition, that, if they can- 
not leave " Old England,*' they have our 
free and hearty consent to hang or drown 
themselves in it. We do now, as we al- 
ways did, like Old England better than 
any other country in the world. We 
never intended, or wished, to leave it. 
We answer, as Major Cartwright did, 
wbjBn some jouq advised hkn to go io 
America, during the first American war : 
** No : though I disapprove of what is 
<< doing on board the Old Ship, Til never 
** qait her, while thece is any hope of her 
** being saved; and, even if that hope va- 
^ Dishes, Pll stay and sink witb her.'* I 
do not say, that any man is bound to do 
iikii; ^ot, I do say, that, while there is a 
chance of seeing the country what it 



ought to be; while any man, embarked 
in the public cause, can, without a mani- 
festly useless sacrifice of his life or pro- 
perty, continue the struggle, it is base- 
ness in him to avoid by flight his share of 
the calamities of his country. 

It is woa? that men are tried to the bot- 
tom. Who are they, who are now seek- 
ing cheap living on the Continent ? who 
are they, who are now leaving the bur- 
dens of the war to be sustained by others ? 
Not those who were opposed to the war. 
Who are they who are now giving up the 
country in despair? Not those who ha%e, 
for so many years, been calumniated as 
the friends of France. It is now become 
visible, that those, who were most oppb- 
sed to the measures of the government ; 
those who condemned the numerous acts 
hostile to freedom; who censured the un- 
warrantable pretensions set up by the go- 
yernment against foreign nations : it is 
now become visible, that these persons 
are the least reluctant to bear their share 
of the suflerings which the war ha^ en- 
tailed upon the country. And, the.rea- 
son is this; that they foresaw these sufler- 
ings, and were prepared to meet them» 
Such persons know how to estimate justly 
the character and qualities of their coun- 
try. Such persons, while they despise 
the exaggerations and the empty boast- 
ings, and abhor the atrocious hypocrisy, 
by which the foolish have been gulled by 
the wicked, can discover in the bravery, 
the zeal, the perseverance, the hardihood, 
the incessant labour, the unparalleled 
mutual confidence, of Englishmen, and 
in their kindness and generosity (where 
prejudice is dumb), quite enough to make 
them love their country. If such persons 
have not seen with deep regret the dis- 
comfiture of the late project against the 
American States, accompanied as it was 
with disgrace, which, in itself, was most 
painful to contemplate, it was because 
they were convinced, that the success of 
that project would, in the end, have 
proved the everlasting grave of the liber, 
ties of England ; and because, the hu- 
miliation, though great in itself, was 
much diminished by the reflection, that 
those who inflicted it were the sons of 
Englishmen. The battles, fought in Eu- 
rope, have, in proportion to the numbers 
engaged, been mere child's play, com- 
pared io those fought in America. Jt was. 
there and there only^ that wc iriet with 
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our match ; nad, when it is considered zcJio 
it was with whom wc fought, the only 
really humiliating reflection is, that the 
enemy should so far have exceeded u$ in 
gaierositi/. . • 

The late long, expensive, devastating, 
plundering and bloody wars, marked as 
thcf were in their progress and have been 
in their result by so many and such great 
evils to the world and to England in par- 
ticular, have left behind them no evil 
equal to that of the change in our national 
character. As towards foreign nations 
we were always proud, insolent^ and 
grasping for dominion and power. But, 
q£ late, we have discovered other passions 
and disposilions^ vhich I will not de- 
scribe, and which certainly did not for- 
merly belong to us. To take from us 
our laborious and pei^severing habits in 
all the departments of life, our confidence 
'between man and man, our strong and 
,cyea violent parental and filial affections, 
Is, perhaps^ impossible. That love of 
country, which consists in a contempt, or 
"hatred, of all other countries, still con- 
tinues in full force ; but, that attachment 
to liberhj^ which was amongst the best 
of our characteristics, has been greatly 
enfeebled, and chiefly by the means of the 
most active and corrupt press that ever 
disgraced a nation ; which press has, for 
"25 years, l)een constantly employed in 
the cause of despotism ; which has, at 
last, made us look with satisfaction at 
what is going on in France and Spain ; 
,and which is now tolerated, while it jus- 
tifies the re-establishment of the Inqui- 
sition and the massacre of Protestants. A 
passion for wTiat is called natioiial glori/ 
has usurped the place of our love o£ civil 
'mid political libertjj. We seem conscious of 
our loss of the latter, and appear to try to 
make the world forget it by the noise we 
«re making about the former. The rf«*- 
tress which has, at last, been brought 
upon us by our pursuit of this phantom, 
may, p^rbaps, awaken us to a sense of 
our folly and injustice ; and, if it should, 
it will prove to be the greatest of bless- 
ings.' 

What I, a hundred times foretold, has 
come to pass. The war being at an end, 
the fears of the timid being dissipated, 
the passions of the brave being allayed, 
the prejudices of all affording no longer 
fetK^ an immense scope for the deceivers 
of the press, the nick names of politics 



being banished from the language, we 
.begin to have a disposition to estimate one 
anojther according to our real worthy 
and, above all, our mind$, which must 
always be at work with energy upon 
something or another, be^into be turned 
to our own national affairs, and with this 
singular advantage oyer former times, 
that political parties have, during the time 
of turmoil, been so completely exposed 
and discredited, as never to be able again 
to deceive the people and to draw off 
their attention from those objects that arc 
of real importance to them. Amongst 
many heavy losses we have, at any rate, 
this clear gain ; that there is not now to 
be found any of that doltishness, which 
formerly divided every town and every 
company into Whigs and Tories, There 
was a time when no inconsiderable piKt 
of the people wore the Windsor Uniform 
as a mark of attachment to Pitt, or. 
Blue and BuffsLS a mark of attachment to 
Fox. I will engage that there is not, 
even amongst the lowest of the people, a 
single man now to be found in England, 
who would not laugh to scorn any at- 
tempt to make him believe, that one of 
the parties is better than the other. Lord 
Grey, I have heard, attributed this de- 
struction of the credit ot party to me. I 
thank his Lordship for the honour he did 
me, but it was not my due. The country 
owes this inestimable benefit to Sir Fean- 
cis BcJttDFTT more than to any other man 
living ; but, indeed, it was the disclosures, 
made from 1805 to 1809, inclusive, that 
procured us this great and permanent 

§ood. The people have learnt a great 
eal. They now understand much more 
than they ever before understood about 
the nature and operations of the gorern- 
ment; about the way in which taxes are 
expended and about the manner in which 
they themselves are affected by them. 
Mere sounds, mere signals of party, hare 
lost their power. The Bible Societies, 
though verj numerous and active, are 
wholly insufficient to check the spirit of 
political inquiry and investigation. The 
distresses, now prevailing, the discussions 
as to the causes of these distresses, the 
pressing nature of them, the great and 
immediate iuterest which they excite in 
all classes, must add to the stock of na« 
tional information. 

It is much to be desired, not only for 
our own sake^ but that of the uhole world^ 
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that we should be actuated by just sen- 
timeots; for, strange as it appears at 
first sight, the peace, happiness, and free- 
Uom of mankind is, in a great degree, 
ill our hands. The narrow limits oi' the 
country, its comparatively barren soil, its 
unfavourable climate, and its scanty po- 
pulation, make it appear presumptuous 
to Jhold it up in this important point of 
view. But, when we come to look more 
closely into the matter, we shall not find 
the notion so very wild. An English- 
man, while he eats and drinks no more 
than another man, labours three times as 
many hours in the course of a year as any 
other man. His life is three common 
lives. People of other countries have 
some leisure hours. An Englishman has 
none. He always walks or rides as fast 
as he can. You may know him from all 
the rest of the world by his head going 
before hb feet; by his pushing along as if 
going for a wager, and by his stoop and 
bis round shoulders. An American gen- 
tleman observed, that, when he first came 
to London, all the people in the streets 
'^ seemed as if they were going on an 
*^ errand, and had been charged to make 
'^ haste back,** Never was there a better 
description. If we see a man walking at 
a leisurely pace, in the country, we sus- 
pect him to be a thief, or, at least, a va- 
grant. Sunday seems to be the only day 
in the week when an Englishman does not 
enjoy himself. He lolls about, and looks 
out of spirits. The old saying, that 
*^ when the Devil finds any one with no- 
thing to do, he is sure /o set him to work^*'* 
certainly had its origin in England. I 
wonder such a people should ever have 
had a Sunday or Churches. The Pope 
has left us some SainVs Days ; but they 
have been disregarded by the nation at 
large ; and, though retained for a long 
while in the public offices, they have all 
been abolished, at last, by Act of Par- 
liament, the nation being too busy to in- 
dulge the whims of the Holy Father any 
longer. To have an idea of the everlasting 
industry of this nation, you have only to 
look at the garden of a labouring man. 
This is the scene of his leisure , hours ; 
that is to say, the izoilight and the Sunday^ 
when he will cultivate flowers or shrubs 
rather than submit to a minute^s rest. 

This propensity to incessant labour is 
common to all ranks of life.. The law- 
yers, doctors, parsons, merchants; all 



are alike; and, as to the shop-keepers 
and tradesmen, they know not what 
leisure or pleasure means. The Gentle- 
men are as busy as the rest.. They arc 
half their lives on horse-back Hunting 
and shooting are their labour, and' hard^ 
labour too. Every man, also aims a.tper~ 
fcction in his way. He is not contenf 
unless he has something or another ^ \\t< 
which he does, or thinks he does, sur-^ 
pass all other men. Hence our fine 
horses, dogs, sheep, cattle, the herds of 
which are attended to with such inflexi-^ 
ble perseverence. A score or two of 
gentlemen riding full speed down a hill' 
nearly as steep as the roof of a house, 
where one false step must inevitably serfd' 
horse and rider to certain death, is 'hxi 
object to be seen no where but in Eng- 
land. Nor arc these sports and that of 
boxing and other perilous exercises to be 
left out in an enumeration of the causes 
of national power, though' shallow philo- 
sophers aflcct to despise them. They tend' 
to produce great energy in individual^,, 
and it is of the union of individual energy 
that national power principally consists. 
To what does America owe the atchieve- 
ment and the preservation of her indepen- 
dence, but to the arms of a race of men, 
brave because they arc hardy, and hardy 
because, from their infancy, they have becn- 
bred to labour and perilous pursuits ? 

In England every man tries to excel 
all others, not so much in rising above 
them in the scale of life, but in the par- 
ticular line of life, in which he is placed. 
He would rather not do a thing at all 
than not do it well. To this unconquer- 
able spirit of perseverence it is that we 
owe that astonishing perfection, to which 
we have arrived in most of mechanic 
arts, and in whatever appertains to agri-' 
culture, though, as to the last, we have, 
in many respects, to contend against na-^ 
ture itself. In every thing where horses 
arc the chief instruments (and horses are- 
second only to men) the English so far 
surpass all the rest of the world, that 
there is no room for comparison. The* 
man who has a mind to knore something^ 
of England in this respect, should walk 
from the Tower of London to Charing- 
Cross a little after day-light in the mom. 
ing, while the streets are clear of people. 
He would then see the teams of immense* 
horses, drawing up from the bank of th% 
Th^mesj coalSj timber, stone, and crthcF 
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heavy materials. One morning last sum- 
mer T counted, in Tarious places, more 
than a hundred of these teams, worth 
each of them, harness,, waggon, load and 
all, little less than a thousand pound:^. 
The horses, upon an ayerage, weigh more 
than a ton. But, next after a fox-hunt^ 
the finest sight in England is a stage- 
coach just ready to start. A great sheep 
or cattle fair isa beautiful sight; but, in 
the stage coach you sec more of what 
man is capable of performing. The ve- 
hicle itself, the harness, all so complete 
and so neatly arranged ; so strong and 
clean and good. The beautiful horses 
impatient to be off. The inside full and 
the outside covered, in every part, with 
men, women, children, boxes, bags, bun- 
dles. The coachman, taking his reins in 
one hand and his whip in the other, gives 
a signal with l^is foot, and away go, at the 
rate of seven miles an hour, the popula- 
tion and the property of a hamlet One 
of these coaches coming in, after a long, 
journey is a sight not less interesting. 
The horses arc now all sweat and foam, 
the reek from their bodies ascending like 
a cloud. The whole cquipa£;e is covered, 
perhaf)S with dust or dirt. But still, on it 
comes as iteady sls the hand of the clock. 
As a proof of the perfection, to which this 
mode of travelling has been brought, there 
is one coach> which goes between Exeter 
aD4 London, the proprietors of which 
agree to forfeit eight'pence for every 
minute thatthc coach is l>ehind its time at 
any of its stages ; and this coach, I be- 
lieve, travels eight miles an hour, and 
that, too, upon a very hilly, and, at &ome 
seasons, very deep road. 

There may be persons to say, '^ these 
« descriptions may be very amusing to 
<< your readers in America, but what use 
<« can they be of to us in England." ^^hy^ 
it is ioxyou that I principally intend them. 
I wish yon to see, in these instances of 
yoor energy and your creative industry, 
specimens of the real causes of that na- 
tional strength, which you foolishly at- 
tribute to the cleverness of a financier ; 
to a sinking fund ; or to any other of the 
Bomerons humbugs, with which yeu have 
been so long amused. 

The oopiSation ofa country is no stand- 
ard of its strength, or, at least, the popu- 
lalSon alone is no such standard; if it 
vere, it woald be difficult to conceive 
how it has happelied, thiU a hatidfal of 



Englishmen have become the masters of 
India, and have been able to tax the 
people of that country as completely as 
we are taxed .here, or very nearly so. A 
man is a man^ to be sure ; but, as Sterne 
said to the monk, " there is some differ- 
ence in men, my friend.'' ft is very clear, 
that, if there be one man who does, in 
the same line of business, as much iS two - 
other men, and if he travels twice as fast 
as either of them, he is better than both 
of them to his employer^ because he eats 
no more than one of them, and requires 
no more clothes, lodging, &c^ than one of 
them. It is just the eame with a nation 
of such men. And, therefore, in estimat- 
ing the strength of England, or any other 
country, we must look more at the cha- 
. racter and performances of the people 
than at their numbers. In England every 
thing moves in a quick pace. The stirring 
disposition of the people shorten dis- 
tanccs. More is done in the same space 
of time than in other countries. The 
tradesman in London almost holds a con* 
versation with the tradesman ait York or 
Exeter. 

But the great thing of all is the inces* 
sant labour^ which is continually creating 
things, which give strength to a conntry. 
I do not know, that we eXcel some other 
nations in ingenuity in the uscfhl arts. 
Workmen are very adroit in America. 
They build as well, and more neatly, 
than we do. The^ work as nimbly. Biut 
they do not work so much. They take 
some leisure, which we never do. I must, 
however, always itisist, that wc derive 
infinite advantage from our sports. Xo 
these we owe, almost entirely, our second 
selves, our horses of speed, and even 
these we should not have without our 
dogs. It is very well in the way of 
joke, to ridicule fo^-hunting 'Squires and 
Parsons ; but, if the matter be well con- 
sidered, we shall find that these gedtle- 
men are as usefully employed in this way 
as they would be in any other. By fol- 
lowing this sport, they set an example of 
adventurous riding to those beneath them; 
and, if there had been no fox-hunting in 
England, I much question if we should 
have seqn five thousand yeomafary cavalry' ' 
instead of the hundred thousand, ti^ho, at 
one time, were actually mount^ on their 
own horses and in their own uniforms. 
No matter for the cause^ in which thejr 
cam<i forth, "tht cause might hare his&k 
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ikfknnU A regiment of told iezt all of 
whom can ride and bor and shooi mast be 
mndi more formidable than a regiment of 
men who only know how^ to dance and 
sing and act plajrs. It miMt be the same 
with a nation. The " walking mamVr/' 
as It has been caHed, is^ in my opinion, a 
thing highly to be prised ; and especially 
that wofiderfal exploit of Capt. Barclay, 
which, howcTer, has now been surpassed 
by the men, who has walked eleven hun- 
dted miiss m eleven hundred kotsrsy and 
whose name I am sorry I haie forgotten. 
What is this but a great instance of the 
bodily powers of man ? What man will 
now not be ashamed to say, that he wants 
a horse or a coach to carry him twenty 
or tlnrly miles in a day? The standard 
of the capacity of man has been raised by 
these performances ; and' there can be no 
question Hiat the nation has really been 
made stronger by them. 

The philosophers of the ^^hamanity" 
school condemn all these things as vulgar, 
bmtal and barbarous. They look upon 
then as tiie contrary of refinement. They 
represent (t to be an act of cruelty, for 
a crowd of horsemen to hollow after a 
pack of dogs In pursuit of a poor animal, 
who they say has done them no harm, and, 
In whose torments they feel delight. I 
notice this morfe partieutnrly as I percdre 
the sickly sentimental taflte to have made 
great way in America. But, what is there 
more cruel in a fox-chase than in those 
sports with the gun, in which the Ameri- 
cans are so famous, and to their early 
pursuit of which they, probably, owe their 
liberties ? 

I IttTe thus, though In a desnitory 
way, deseribed what spp^rs to me to be 
the real foundation of the strength of 
England; and« ft is of great importance 
that we, and that you, should form a cor- 
rcct judgment on the subject. It is always 
ihe object of the goTemment to make us 
beliere, that whatever we hate we owe to 
it. It was, durhng the Duke of York's 
famous affair, asserted by Mr. Charles 
Yorke,that it was His Royal Highness, 
oMq had made the English Arnv§ what it 
teas, and If any man happens to know of 
any assertion more impudent, ever uttered 
from a pair of lips, I shall be obliged to 
bin to poitti it oift to me. While Pitt 
was in nigh repubrtion his parasites as- 
cffbei tbo prosperity of the nation to 
him. It vtaAhirJImmelul syHem that had 



made England what it was ; and his suc« 
ccssors, though they acknowledged hint 
as their founder, hare, UTitil now, contU 
need to take to themsel? es the merit of 
hating done a great deal for m. Now 
they lay the rmteries of the country upon 
chance^ upon a combination of unfavour* 
able causes. The truth is, that the real, 
the solid means of (he country^ they bare 
not beea able to take away ; but by Pitt 
and by them such a system of manage- 
ment has been adopted and pursued, that 
the wh<^ of the al&irs of the country 
hate been thrown into confasioo ; a con^ 
tnlsion in matters of property has taken 
place ; the hand of industry has been ar<i^ 
rested ; conOdence between man and man 
(which is our real btrthright) threatens 
to be destroyed, or, at least, suspended ;. 
and, as a necessary consequence, compa^ 
ratitc feebleffecss must ensue. This is the - 
way, in which their fine plans and pro^ 
,|ecifcs hate made the conn try prosperous. 

Gite me leate here, before I proceed 
further^ to caution yon against a tery^ 
dangerous error. I soe, much oftener 
than I could wish, tery exaggerated 
praises bestowed on the memory of Gene* 
aAL WasttiNOTon. IKnibtless jrou own 
him great gratitude. His skill, fortitude^ 
and talour contributed largely towards 
your success. But, to call him the Fa^ 
l^r ^your country; the Father of your 
Independence; b a little too much in qv» 
courtly style, and has a very dangerous 
tendency. Names are always mischietouS| 
especially in Republics. One Name iSy 
at last, put in opposition to another 
Name^ and then the pobKc soon drop out 
of sight Amongst all our innunierable 
fellies, we hate bad the sense to get rid of 
Namds; and, it would be protoking in«« 
deed to see you persevere in this greatest 
of all follies after we hate cast.it off. 

Another notable trick that has heett 
played off upon ns, and with astonishini^ 
success^ is the attributing of our pros« 
perity and strength to the increaso of our 
extemed commerce^ which, fo^ what rea«« 
son official impudence itself has \\e\ef ten« 
tured to explain, Is ascribed t&holly to tha 
ministers. Just as if they gave us* the 
wool and cotton and iron, and also the 
sugar and coffee and wine, and gav^e us tho 
ships and sailors, and found us ihe cus» 
tomers! Besides, Hiere Is a gross andf 
^monstrous folly running through tha> 
wliple thing • It is a nuiBs of notions as 
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false, as ridiculons, and as despicable as 
arc any of tfie legends of Popery. A 
thing, called an " account of Imports and 
Exports " is faced'tip for us every year ; 
and there are nine hundred and ninety 
• nine out of every thousand persons, who 
really believe, that the amount is so much 
money gained^ and gained, too, by some 
contrivance of the ministers^ with which 
the people of this country have nothing at 
all to do ; and, when the augmentation of 
the taxes. use<l to be talked of, in Pitt's 
time; '* aye,*' said that impudent fellow, 
*' but look at the augmentation tliat 1 
*' have made in the commeixc of the coun- 
*^ try.'* Just as if it bad not been the 
industry and enterprize of the people, 
which had created all this additional com- 
merce; and just as if, after all, the inter, 
nal resources, arising from this industry, 
' were not the only means of rendering this 
external commerce of any use in point of 
revenue. Ships and Docks and Ware- 
liouses and Custom houses make a great 
shozc and' a great noise. The imports 
from the East. and AVest Indies. Our 
numerous colonies. AH these make a 
monstrous figure in news^papers and in 
folk. But, when we come to see, that 
the duties of Customs all put together, 
that a41 the taxes raised upon ships and 
upon foreign goods, do not amount to 
nearly so much as the taxes yielded by 
that part of our own barley tchich is made 
into drink ; when we come to see this, 
the illusion vanishes in a twinkling. 

They tell us of the advantage of the 
East Indies, and how much the article of 
Tea alone yields us in taxes. Just as if 
we did not pay these taxes ourselves! 
Just as if the VjkBi India Company gave 
us the amount of these taxes f Just as if 
the means of paying them did not arise 
out of the fruits of our own internal in- 
dustry, that great and only source of 
national wealth and strength. This is a 
favourable time to endeavour to impress 
tbe^e truths upon the minds of the nation. 
For, we now see and feel, that, when our 
internal affairs are disturbed ; when the 
liand of industry is arrested at home; 
when confidence is once shaken between 
nan and man liere ; when this takes 
place, we see, that all is distress and 
misery ; we see, that the.grand display of 
Exports and Imports and Tonnage is all 
pty ncjbe. 
■^~ ~~€sent ruin bus been brought 




upon the country by the mismanagement 
of its aifairs, and those only are respon- 
sible, who have been guilty of this mis- 
management. Thoy luive done what they 
pleased with the resources of the countr}'« 
They have employed them in wars, in 
subsidies, in conquebls, io contracts and 
salaries. To faciliate the execution of 
their schemes, they have created a ficti- 
tious currently, liable to fluctuations in 
value. A revolution in the state of this 
currency has, at last, all of a sudden^ 
produced a transfer of real property and 
of goods from the owners to the owners 
of money. It has rendered the former 
insolvent, and that, too, almost without 
benefit to the latter, while the labouring 
class, who depended solely upon agricul- 
ture and trade, have been hurled down 
into the state of paupers. Since my re* 
turn home, I find, that it is now become 
a common practice to discharge almost 
the whole of the labourers, send them for 
relief io the parish^ and then to hire them 
qf the parish at sixpence a day ; thus re- 
ducing them to the lowest possible scak) 
of bodily sustenance, and degrading them 
to nearly the level of beasts. Yet, what, 
are the iarmers to do? They have not 
the means of paying any tbing worthy to 
be called xcages. They have put a total 
stop to $i\\ . improvements ; to all tho 
means of enriching laud^ there will be 
hardly any fallowings the riches that are 
in the land will be drawn out of it; 
springs will be sneered to overflow ; fen- 
ces will fall out of repair; and> in two 
years, if things continue thus, the im- 
provements, the sources of wcaUh and 
strength, acquired by the industry and 
enterprize of twenty years, will have 
been lost. 

And is there to be no responsibility for 
all this terrible mischief? Are we to 
regard it as a visitation of Providence for 
our sins? Are wo to sit down and cry, 
and to blame nobody upon earth for it ? 
A poof attempt has been made to make 
the nation beliere, that all this misery 
has arisen from mere ordinary causes; 
that such scenes are the natural cpnse^ 
queuco of a sudden transition from war 
to peace ; and, some have been impudent 
enoQgh to assert, that similar distresses 
occorred at the close, of the American 
fVur. What a bar(?faced falsehood ! No : 
there was then no ^eti^i^ps currency ; tbero 
was (ben . no reyolution in jprppcrty ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



369} 



March 23, 1816. 



[370 



there was then no sach distress. Our mi- 
sci1e» ure the consequence of the misma- 
nagement of our afTairs 

If ?< ttDpo5tsible for things to go on in 
this course. There most be some ^eat 
chans^e by iaic* If it wore jV?/, that the 
present owners of lamd and stock in 
tradt' should yield their property to the 
owners of money and io persons in 
the pay of the government, the thhig 
CA NNOT BE. To effect the transfer rs 
pfcysirally impossibte. Before it were 
half carried through the high-ways would 
be strewed with starved and putrid car. 
cases. If, in some parts, whole parishes 
hate already been deserted by the farmers, 
leafing 4he Parson and the Poor to eat 
the dirt and the hedges, what is the thing 
to come to in the end? What ha?e we 
to look for before two more years are 
erer our heads? But, men tsiil not be 
ramed and starred in such numbers. It 
is impossible to make miUions of men 
submit io ruin and starfation. After 
having witnessed snch measures as the 
Brownr-Bread law; the Corn Bill; the 
Soup*9hop project ; the Potatoe Project ; 
and some others, it would be presumption 
even to gueffs at what may be resorted to. 
Nor, indeed, need we much care what is 
now to be done; for, certain it is, that, 
In spite of the bnlltant prospects opened 
to us by the marriage and marriage settle- 
ment oC the Princess Charlotte of Wales, 
Mometkmg of ^reat importance must be 
done. 

But, shall we endure all this rabcry 
without coiling to account thos6, who 
bafehad the maaagcmeot of our affairs? 
Shall we submit »*•♦*•*♦»***♦ 
*♦**♦♦♦♦** but, I must, close this 
letter at New York. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



MARRIAGE SETTLEMENT 
For the Princess Charlotte of Wales. 
On the 14th. instant a message was de- 
livered to the House of Commons, by Lord 
Castlereagh, who backed it with a curi- 
ous speech. The neict day catoe the 
Chancellor of the Excliequer with an ac- 
count of the charges for the settlement 
and the *' out-Jii^^ as he called it. — I will 
here insert these precious documents \ and 
then make such remacks upon them as are 



called for bt/ tfuth^ sincerity^ and common 
sense ^ without any particle of dread or 
disguise. — Attend, reader, to the passages 
in Italics* 

Message. — " G- P. R. — The Prince 
'' Regent, acting in the name and on the 
^^ behalf of his Majesty, having given the 
'^ Royal Consent to a marriage between 
'^ his Daughter, her Royal Highness the 
*' Princess Charlotte Augusta, and his 
*' Serene Highness Leopold George Fre- 
" deric, Prince of Cobourg of Saalfeld, 
^^ has thought fit to communicate the 
" same to this House. His Royal High- 
^^ ness is fully persuaded that this alliance 
'^.cannot but be acceptable to all his Ma-* 
'^jesty^s faithful subjects ; and the many 
'* proofs which his Royal Highness has 
" received of the affectionate attachment 
" of this House to his Majesty's Person 
^' and Family^ leave him no room to 
^^ doubt of the concurrence and assistance 
'^ of this House in enabling him to make 
.^^ such a provis^ion, with a view to the 
'^ said Marriage, as may be suitable to 
'* the honour and dignity of the Country. 

" G. P. R. 

^^ [Cries of hear y hear! follozced the 
" reading of the Message,"] 

" Lord Castlereagu said, it was the 
" practice of the House to refer to a Com..' 
^' mittce of the whole House the consi- 
^' deration of the Menage on similar oc- 
'^ casions ; but under the auspicious cir^ 
^' cumstancesy to which the present Mcs- 
" sage of his Royal Highness referred, 
^^ and the importance of the alliance to 
*' that family with uhich the honour of the 
" country was so closely connected, and 
" which formed the best security for our 
'^ libertieSy it would be proper for the 
*' House immediately to express \tsgraii' 
" tude to the Crown and the deep interest 
" they took in every thing which affected 
'^ the welfare and happiness of the Royal 
'' Family [A^ar, Acor, hear!']. No ai«^ 
'' gumcnts were necessary to awaken the 
'' attachment of the House to the iOuS'^ 
" trious individual wlto with so much hom 
*^ nour to himself and advantage to the 
" State J directed the affairs of the country y 
'' and to the illustrious individual who 
" was the object of the Message; The 
^^ alliance which had been communicated 
'' to the House promised as well domestic 
^^ comfort to that Ulustrious individvai, 
'' as general advantage and glory to iivs 



Digitized by 



Google 



»l] 



MaREIAOE SETTLE>tSNt OV THE pRlKCESS CilARLOTTE. 



rS72 



* ^f Brkish Empire, tfefdi It iia possible to 
^^ abstain from congratulating the House 
" on the individual with whofm her Royal 
** Highness was to be united. It would 
^^ ill become him to use any thing like 
^^JUttier^j but he did not overstate the 
^* (kct, and he spoke in the keaflng of 
^ many who could judge of hts correct- 
^ ness ; he sard there was but one opinion 
^* throughont Europe with respect to his 
** principU»s, manners and habits, indeed, 
*' as to all those qualities which rendered 
*' him aJU Comort for the Princess Char. 
^ \oite of Wales. What provision the 
" Committee mig^it think proper to make, 
'' he should not presume to anticipate, 
^* but he did not doubt it would be such, 
*^as in their best judgment they con- 
•" ceived would mark their attachment to 
** the Crown, by uniting the liberal policy 
^ by which they h|id always been guided 
** on similar occasions, with that due at" 
^ tention to economy which it was always 
*< the duty of Parliament to observe, 
*' One principle only he hoped would be 
^ kppt in view, that the first settlement 
^' for these illustrious pair sfaonld be stich 
*' that it would not be necessary for them 
*^ hereafter t.o recur to the liberality of 
^* Parliament [A^or, hear^ hear!"]. The 
** Noble Lord concluded by moving that 
^' an Address be presented to his Royal 
<^ Highness the Prince Regent, returning 
<^ the Thanks of the House to his Royal 
^^ Highness for his gracious Message, and 
'^ congratiUating his Royal Highness on 
^^ the int elided Marriage of her Royal 
^' Highness the Princess Charlotte with a 
^' Protesteot Prince of so iMmtri^us a 
^ family y which promised to increase the 
*' happiness to his Royal Highness and 
^^ his illustrious Daughter, and to prove 
" (xenefidal to the best interests of the 
^ cowKtry ; and to assure his Royal fiigh- 
" ness, that the Hovse will immedmtely 
" proceed to consider fm gracious Mes* 
^'^ sage in such a manner^ ae wpuld prove 
^ the zeal^ ^^y and affection of the 
*^ House to his Royal Highuess's Family 
^^ — its souse of the eminent virtues ami 
^^ merits of the Princess Charlotte, and 
^^ its doe regard to the honoiiT and dig- 
^ Bity of the Crown. 

On the iWi inst.— « The Chancellor 
^'.oi the Exchequer rose and said, that as 
** he bad observed the unanimous feeling 
^< which had fNre«(alled iti the Hotse when 
<( 4he Me«M«a And Um sabi^lted to the 



'' House, he anticipated no difference of 
^^ opinion as to what wo«ld be a suitable 
^^ provision for her Royal Highness the 
^^ Princess Oiadotte, and her intended 
<< husband. The object of the Hotue 
^' would unaaimotKly be to provide every 
'^ means for th« dofn^stie eenrfort and 
^^ splendour of the IMusltrioiis Personages, 
^' paying at the same time the due utten^ 
'^ tiott of economy aod moderatioB) which 
'' at this, and indeed at all times, was tha 
'^ duty of Parliament. To attaia these 
^^ ends, he should in the first place pro* 
'> pose such an anaoal al^owaoce^ aa 
'^ might be thought proper for these «jr« 
^^ alied charaetef s, and at sosie time here* 
^ after, in a Committee of Supply, he 
'' should move that saeh immediate aasisl* 
'^ ance should be giveO) as would enable 
^' them, without encambering their ia* 
^^ c<Miie w*rth debts, to form ^ir domes* 
^ tic arrangements. The annual sem 
^^ which he sboald propoae was 60,000^ 
^ a vear^ of wh«eh 10,000^. would form 
^ a rrivy Parse fot her Royoi Highaess, 
^ and the remainder would defray the 
^ domeatie eipeaces of the Prince of Co* 
^ bonrg's £stai)liiha»ent. This sam he 
'^ should propose to graat to these iHus- 
^^ trions PerstHuigcs dnring their joint 
^^ lives. The UAoertatnty of hwman af* 
^^ fairs made it necessary to guard against 
^' an event which it coold not bot be 
<^ painful to cotitemfilate. if the Prince 
^^ of Cobourg shoold die before hti Royal 
^^ Consort — the whole sum would be eon* 
^ tinned to her Aoyal Higbncss dwfing 
<^ her Kfo* li^ however, the Prinoe ol 
^ Cobourg shonld survive her Royal 
^^ Highness, the sum of 50^0001. m year 
'^ woidd he continued fo him^ bein^ the 
^^ whole of the allowaneor now ptoposeil 
^^ to be granted, deducting only the 
" 10,000/. which formed the Privy Purs^ 
" of the Princess. It was intended that 
'' the allowance to the Prmcess from 
'^ the Civil List should cease, which 
^^ would be a saving to the public of thir- 
*' ty thousand pounds a year, as would 
** be seen by referring to the account 
** With respect to the rote for outJUy 
^ which he shonld hereafter propoae, 
^' the Honse would feel that a j«st eco- 
'' noxny in life depended on a suitable es- 
^' fablishmcnt at the outfit. How many 
^^ inconvcniencies arose from debts and 
'^ iDcumbranees ftt first, which drew on 
^^a aystoitt of .procraatiaatiog pfrpnenei 
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" which could not be afterwards got rid 
"of IHeary heart'j^nnd prevented the 
*' recurrence to an orderly system of ex- 
« penditure. He should, therefore, pro- 
*« pose a vote for outfit to the Illustrious 
*' Pcrsonagjes, equal to one year's ex|>€n. 
^' ditnro. Out of this sum it was cal- 
*' culated ihat 40,000/. would defray the 
^ ex pence of furniture, plate, equipages, 
*' and wine ; 10,000/. would be expended 
«^ in arlicles of drew for the Princess ; 
^' and 1 0,000/. to increase her Royal High- 
" ness's jewels, lliis vote of 60,000/. for 
" outfit, though he should no^ then pro- 
" pose it, he had thought it proper to 
^' mention, that the House might have 
** the whole subject under their view. 
" The House, he thought, would be con- 
** vinced that the proposal was on the 
" whole, temperate and judicious [//ear, 
" hear!2' H« had only to mention one 
" other point for the atteiftien of theHouse. 
** Hitherto it had not been possible to Gx 
** on a residence for the reception of her 
;^ Royal Highness and her Consort. When 
" that was determined on, it might possi- 
" bl^ be necessary to apply to the House 
*^for further aid; and he had no doubi 
" that proposition would be received with 
^* the same qff'eciionatcand loyal attention 
*^ with which the House received the pre^ 
" sent proposition* He concluded by 
" moving a Grant of 60,000/. a year to 
** thef lUustrions Personages, out of the 
" Consolidated Fund, under the limita- 
^* tions before mentioned." 

The first remark that ofiers itself here, 
h, timt noi one single 7»ord ttas said by 
any body against this expencc of 60,000/. 
dozen and 60,000/. a year; and (hat 
Messrs. Tiemey and Brougham^ expressed 
their approbation of the measure. — Now, 
let uspiToeeed to comment upon the whole 
of the matter. ♦«♦♦♦«♦♦•♦♦»* 



EXQUISITE FOLLY! 

Kant Coumtt Mbetikg. 

At tkieMeetiRg^held on.the l3th instant, 
a petition wa) agreed to against the Pro. 
per^ Ta^^ aind more especially against 
(ot tibwt) Tithes. Tlw speeches, npon 



this latter part of the subject ^f the Peti- 
tion were the most exquisitely foolish 
that I CTer read In all my life. Pray, 
reader, go thro^h them witli attention. 
You can hardly watit any asflittaaoe to 
enable you to perceire their monstroud 
absurdity ; but, I will add a few ob8er?a« 
tions upon thcto. 

" Mn Lance Tadmaj* (of Northfleet) 
^^ addressed the Meeting as follows :-*- 
'' Gentlemen, when first we endeavoared 
'' to bring about this meeting respecting 
'^ Tythe, I was in hopes that it would 
'^ have fallen to the lot of some more 
" able person than myself, to have opened 
'^ the business in this assembly. I assure 
** you. Gentlemen^ I feel myself iatirely 
^^ inadequate to the task. I believe. Gen- 
'^ tlemen, England throngbont well knows 
'' the heavy and vexatious burthen c^ 
^^ Tythe in kind: the indastrious farmer 
'^ finds it to be the greatest possible check 
^^ to the improvement of agricukure^ as th# 
^^ better he farms, the mote he has to pajF 
^ to the Clergy, or to the Layman^ which 
^^ is harder still. What he obtains beyond 
^^ the common course of tiiiagej ought, I 
'^ consider', most ceiMnly t<^ be for tho 
^^ support of himself, his wife, and family* 
** Therefore, Gentlemen, Cottld any plan 
^' be devifed so that the Clergy of England 
" might receive fl/(fK> compensation in Uett 
" of Tythe in kind^ it would be a great 
'* benefit to the country, not only on ac- 
" count of agrienltare, but also of re~ 
^' ligion^ as aU litigation between the- 
" Clergy and the people would be done 
" away. Do not suppose. Gentlemen, I 
" wish in the smtdlesi degree to ii^ure the 
** Clergy ; on the contrary, I wish them 
^' supported most lilierally, and respected 
" by every one ; for, I am thoroughly 
^' convinced^ that unless our Established 
^^ Chm-ch of Elngland is well supports 
^'cd, ENGLAND HERSELF MUST 
" FALL. Grontleraen, I can see no rest* 
•^ son why all persons of property sho«14 
^^ not pay toward* supporting the Chnroh^ 
^< as toeU as omrsehes^ as we so materi«« 
<^ ally contribote towards snpporting the 
** State. Do wot they, with our8e)veS| 
•♦ reap equal advantage from that Church P 
'^ Whjthen should not Htey assist us m the 
« tnaisUenance ef that Church ? Let me 
<< DOW, Geotliniravy P^P^sb ^. yoa e» 
^ sending «l|aflible PetititQ to ParUawon* 



Digitized by 



Google 



375] 



Exquisite Folly. 



[375 



^^ imploring that Honourable Hotise to al- 
*' low the Clergy of England a fair com- 
** pensation in lieu of tythe in kind, which 
<* now bears so heary and unequal on us 
*' all. I hold in my hand some Resolu* 
" tions, and a Petition to that effect. 
^^ Should they be approved of, let us sign 
^^ the Petition ioimediately, aiul request 
^' onr Honourable County Members to 
'^ present it to Parliament, not doubting 
**^ but that the wisdom of that House will 
** grant relief if there is a possibility 
^' of doing it. — Gentlemen, accept my 
*' warmest thanks for the patient hearhig 
** you have given me. I now beg leave to 
*' resign the matter into more able hands 
*' with my most hearty wishes for its 
*^ complete success. 

" Mr. RussKL (of ^wanscomb) : — In 
'^ secondiBg the Resolutions of my friend, 
** Mr. Tadman, J wish to avoid alt-politi- 
^' cal discussion, and I beg to observe, 
" that 1 do not wish to say any thing dis- 
*^ respectful of the Reverend body the 
" Clergy, but only to point out to you, 
^^ the grievous hardships which the Agri- 
'* cuhurists of this County labour under 
'" from various causes; but more especi- 
** ally from the present vexatious method 
" of collecting Tythes in kind, which is 
*• one of- the greatest obstacles to reli- 
^^ gion, as well as to the improvement 
^^ and increase of produce on Arable 
*^ Farms, already too much depressed. I 
*^ am aware that some of you will say, 
*^ the system is ill understood and en. 
'^ vcUped In great obscurity — but it may 
'^ be questioned, whether any other great 
*^ point in the science of our political 
** economy, is so well understood as this 
** Is, — in the universal outcry against it, 
<* in the notorious evils of its practical 
** operation, and tn fhe stupendous mass 
^ of information whidi the press has com- 
^* municated, enough may be found to su- 
*' pcrcede the necessity of farther discus- 
^^ sion, and to justify an opinion, that it 
^* requires only the helping hand of the 
^* Executive Authority, to alter and 
*' amend the system with equity and pub- 
^^ lie adrantage. I do not, myself, mean 
** to propose any.spedfic mode of altering 
*^ the system, but leave it entirely to tite 
** wisdom of Parliament, But, I have no 
" doubt, many Gentlemen among you^ 
^< could devise a better method than the 
^^ present, whick is yexatious and grind- 
*> ing in its nature, dnd xHsgraceful ion 



^^ free country. And althougb of very 
^' ancient origin, it cannot be supposed, 
" that the Israelites of old, who at the 
^^ time were a wandering race, without 
^^ any fixed habitation, and consequently 
^* only a precarious subsistence for their 
^' Priests, had it in contemplation, tlicy 
'' should enjoy the tenth of every Far- 
'^ mer's labour as enforced at this day. 
'^ Neither could the blood-stained assas- 
'' sin Offa, who first in this country gave 
^' the church a civil right in them, by 
'^ way of property and inheritance, to be 
'^ rrcovercd by the coercion of the Civil 
'^ Power. — Surely, Gentlemen, the expia. 
^* tory gift of this weak and perfidious 
'' Prince, who was better qualified for go- 
^* verning a, convent than a kingdom, and 
'* who lived in the dark ages of ignorance 
'' and Monkish superstition, (and who 
'^ possessed but a small part of this coun. 
^* try, the most considerable part of 
*' which he was compelled to partition, 
'* by his son) never meant it to be the 
^* tenth of (]w goods of evert/ English 
** Yeoman — if he did, it is high time some 
" revision took place, for it is impossible 
^^ it can long exist in this enlightened agCy 
'^ when every one must acknowledge, that 
^^ the times have produced new circum- 
*' stances, which the founders could not 
** have foreseen, and which require the 
^^ correcting hand of the Legislature. 
'* Some Gentlemen, may, perhaps, say, 
^' Tythes are not so oppressive as many 
^^ people imagine, as they stand in lieu of 
'^ rent, but every Farmer knows, when 
" he takes his farm, the exact sum he 
" has to pay his Landlord, whether he 
" expends his capital to improve his farm 
" to the utmost extent or not ; but if by 
" expending a large capital, a supcr- 
" abundant crop is the fruit of his pecu. 
'^ liar industry, the Rector gets his tenth 
i' of the extraordinary crop, (or rather 
** the seventh of it, as he has it with all 
" the expense attending it) besides which 
*' the land is deprived of a tenth part of 
" its manure annuc^ly ; this surely U a 
"great hardship to the tenant, and it is 
" likewise a great hardship t^on the pub* 
" /ic, if the grower is to be remunerated, 
"as he must sell seven quarters for the 
" price of ten. Tythes taken in kind, 
^* are not only vexatious and unjust, but 
" frequently demoralizing^ for if a fanner 
^' has lands lying in two parishes, and he 
" makes a composition with one Rector, 
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" and the other takes them in kind, (not 
" unfrcquently the case) he is naturally 
" inclined to plant hops, or fruit, or the 
" most valuable productions, in the for- 
" mer parish, and the most invaluabk in 
" the latter, whereby the Rector is cfe- 
^^frauded of his right. — I have pointed 
^* out to you that the collecting of tythes 
*' in kind is a great obstacle to the grozcth 
*^ of corn for the support of the people ; 
'* and I will now point out to you the 
•^ inequality of tithes in general, in which 
• '* I think the Clergy themselves will agree 
" with me, viz. — can it be equitable that 
*^ a Farmer, who rents 500/. a year, 
<« should pay 200/. per annum for his 
^' tythes, when his opulent neighbours, 
<^ who return ten times his capital in ma- 
** nu factories or warehouses, pay only a 
*< few shillings ; yet all have an equal ad* 
*< vantage of hearing their common pastor. 
*^ Tythes also create animosities between 
*^ the Clergy and their parishoners, ivhich 
*^ is a religious evil much to be deplored. 
^* I hope nothing which I have said will 
** be deemed invidious to the Clergy, for 
^^ whom and their doctrines^ 1 Imve the 
^^ greatest respect and venerationj and 
** I wish them to be paid a liberal remu- 
*' Deration. Many of them, I know, are 
^^ pious good men, and virtuous charac« 
*^ ters, and hate an arduous duty to per. 
*^ form, which they do with great credit to 
** themselves and advantage to others : 
*' indeed so high an opinion do I enter- 
** tain for that reverend body and their 
*^ doctrines, that I have always placed my 
*' son under the tuition of a clergyman; 
** and if I could have placed him on the 
*^ foundation of the Charter House, it 
'^ was my intention to have brought him 
*' up to that profession. I beg, there- 
'^ fore, to be clearly understood, it is not 
** to the seculars that I object, but the op- 
*^ pressive and unequal system of tythes, 
** which were established long before the 
*^ present race had existed. 
• ** Mr, Waddington considered the 
*^ Petition as too tame and feeble, the 
*^ Freeholders of Rent ought on a sub- 
^* ject of such vital importance, to have 
** spoken loudly. He could tell them 
*^ that from a return made to the House 
'^ of Commons, out of 10,000 Clergymen 
*' only 3,000 resided on their livings and 
'' did duty^ the rest spent their time at 
** watering places, or other fashionable 
^* places of amuscn^ent, feeding in luxury 



" on the very vitals of Ihe country ; he 
" could tell the meeting, that their pcti- 
<^ tion was inefficient, and not worth a 
'^ quid of Tobacco ! He then entered 
^^ into the origin of Tythes, which he con- 
^^ sidered as every thing, but founded on 
" a rock — they were below low-water 
" mark ; and concluded by reading a 
^' long paper on the subject, which oar 
'' limits will not permit us to insert." 

Now, I believe, that Mr. Wadmno* 
TON stated a fact as to the non-retidence ; 
and I perfectly agree with him, that the 
petition was not zsorth a quid of tobacco. 
But, as to the rest of these speeches, I do 
declare, that I never met with such a nttast 
of nonsense since I have been able to 
read. It would be cracking a flea with 
a sledge-hammer to pretend to argue with 
such childish trash ; but, it is mischievous, 
because it tends to mislead the' multitude 
of farmers from the real causes of their 
distress; namely, the general weight of 
the taxes, now doubled in fact by the al- 
teration in the value and quantity of the 
currency. When people are sore^ they 
lose their reason. They fall ont witlt the 
6r9t person or fhing that comes near 
them. During the prosperous times of 
the farmers, their favourite toast was; 
<^ Church and King^ and down with the 
'^ JacobinsJ*^ Now they have found out, 
that it may not be amiss to imitate the 
French in getting rid of Tythes! Oh ! 
these distresses are wonderful teachers of 
reform I 



"LADIES' PETITION." 

Sir Edward Knatchbull said, at the 
Kent Meetitig, that, amongst the Petitions 
to Parliament, there was one ''from the 
ladies in defence of their husbands con^ 
cems?^ This is very good. The thing 
works as I described it in the case of 
'Squike Jolterhead. The Pianos are 
disappearing; the boarding-school misses 
are coming home to milk the cows and 
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feed the pigs ; and some of them urill soop 
be going out to service. Well, the Lady 
(tf the br<v)e Mar shut Ney petitioned to J 
Aye, wince and writhe and cry as long as 
you like, my ladies, you cannot get out 
of it. Besides, are you not to ha?e a 
Waterloo Column? Did you not beg, 
for a kiss from *« Old lUacber?" How 
can you expect to haTO M these delights 
for ••thing I 



XIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 

Mb. Brougham has, it appears^ a mo^ 
tien iipon this subject in contemplation* 
1£he mMins any thing short of a repeal of 
all the laws, which abridge the freedom 
of the press, and whkh hare been passed 
iooder the. Administrations of Pitt and 
FeKeval ; if he means taieare untouched 
tiie • mode •£ ' appoiotinj Special Juries j 
in cases of alledged Ubel ; . and if he means 
to laaje ihe Attorney General with the 
powerftf which ha now has with regard to 
the time of bringing mlle^ged Libelters to 
tdal ; if thia be th« oamoj I, for my own 
part, beg leaTe to say before hand, that I 
would much ratlier he woukl let the thing 
reviain as it is, I want to hoar no point* 
leu talk mbnut the liberty of the press. 



^PAren Monvt. 

Sir, — ^The attempts of our modern fi- 
nanciers from Mr. Pitt to Mr. Vaiisittart, 
to assimilate paper and gold, are like the 
undertaking to make a silk purse out of a 
sow's ear. It was do doubt for wise pur- 
poses, that his Majesty^s guineas, those ster- 
lipg works of art, those more than house- 
hold gods of Englishmen, were forced into 
exile, and miserable paper imitations sub- 
stttuted; and this severe moral lesson 
might perhaps be intended for our bene- 
fit in the same point of Tiew, as the recent 
emptying of the Louvre was designed to 
improve the morals of the French, But, 
SlT,'to shake off the incumbrance of paper 
to ^tep ont of the magic circle which sur- 



rounds us ; that is the great work to bo 
performed, or as the Poet says, ^^ hie opus, 
hie labor est." It is on record that New* 
ton discovered the laws of faliing bodies 
from observing an apple drop from a tree; 
and if expressions which dropped casually 
some years ago from a village barber, first 
suggested to my mind an infallible plan for 
removing the paper yoke from our necks^ 
, I do hope, nay. Sir, I lay claim to the hav- 
ing my name inscribed next after that oC 
the ^' celestial man," on the towering bra- 
zen pillar which must be soon erected to 
public credit. I have, however, full con- 
fidence in the gratitude of my country^ 
and shall therefore not dwell longer on 
this subject, but proceed to state, that a 
few years ago, a village barber io smooth- 
ing the chin of a near relative of mine^ 
broke sUenoe in these memorable words^ 

" ah ! sir, the bank at N on the T 

^^ has stopped, and I have eight of their 
" one guinea notes." Now, Sir, if he had 
closed his lips here, there would have 
been nothing remarkable, and the grei^t 
discovery would not have been made ; but 
the keenness of his feeliogS) like a new 
set razor, carried him onward, cut through 
all deconmij and he finished the sentence 
with this dreadful ejaculation "I wish 
^ that my eight one guinea oOtes stuck in 
their g-t-s,*^ meaning, Sir, audi shall, for 
the sake of propriety, use a more decent 
term, the intestines of the said uo fortunate 
bankers. Not being a proficient in the 
dead languages, I cannot decide in matters 
of life and death, but must humbly submit 
to the faculty whether sudden dissolution, 
or merely a constipation of the bowels a 
sort of restriction bill on the ordinary func- 
tions of nature, would have been the con- 
sequence if the guinea notes, according to 
the barber's cruel wiidi, Imd made a lodge- 
ment in the very citadel of life ; however, 
be this as it may, men must abide by the 
-results of their own imprudent acts, and, as 
in matters of trivial moment, persons have 
been forced to eat their own words, for 
the sake of promoting forbearance and 
harmony in society ; why, let me ask, 
should not every banker and all public 
bodies, be compelled to eat their own 
notes, or at least to be aiding and assist- 
ing in the great work. I am convinced 
Sir, that the beauty, the facility, the im- 
portance, the extreme simplicity of the 
plan, delight you, and that yoo see at one 
glance, the moderate and captions issues 
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«t pa^r wiucli woBld emue from the 
adoption of my scheme — perhaps not 
enongJi to supply the privy parse under a* 
liberal and broad-bottomed administra- 
tion ; but rach fatiie objections must not 
reilrain tbe hand of improrement, nor 
should we coMider (his great plan merely 
1^ it may affect our pecuniary concerns, 
but as it may beneficially influence our 
health corafoK and morals. There is, for 
instance, boiled Mr. John Bali, who h 
supposed t^ be saffertng from a dvopsy, 
but his proper element is the water, and 
bis comphiint is really a distressing dis- 
tensioA arising from a too copious and fla- 
tulent paper diet. His eldest son, too, 
worthy Hodge, the farmer, the hopes of 
Ms age ««d flo#er of bis lock, has been 
observed to droop lately, and though to 
all appearance fat and sleek, yet, feel him 
with the experienced touch of a grazier, 
and you find that his flesh is spongy, 
hollow, and flabby. The empirics told 
bim that it was good lasting fiigiirii 
corpaleacy, not merely a FfeiMh enbon- 
point ; but he has since learned that these 
qnacks were fbrmerly nothing more than 
teachers of the art of swimming on blad- 
ders in partnership with the keeper of an 
apparatus for the recoVery of persons ap- 
parently, drowned. The Faitner is not 
racked by his Landlord, but by these 
wontd-be-docton, i^6 always called in* 
flation^ health, and eten now assure bfm 
that as long as he retains his pot-belly his 
constitution can never break. Hodge 
however begins to suspect that these 
hypocrites consider all flesh as grass, and 
aft determined to make hay while the sun 
shines^ be says, too, that hie might as well 
pasture his e^ttle on his wife*s old ironing 
cloth as trust to the meagre diet which 
they prescribe. Amidst all this distress, 
some miserable jesters who had rather lose 
their best friend than their jt>ke, tell the 
Farmer that he must live on bubble and 
squeak as the only means of saving his 
bacon : others of a more serious turn re- 
couiiitenu to onn to beguile m9 leisuie 
hours with amusing pubfications, such as 
<< the Lay of the last shilling," by a 
Northern Poet, "A sure guide to the 
*' Workhouse," supposed to be a post- 
humous work by a late Minister. ^^ The 
*' art and mystery of kite flying'* by Ran- 
dom Van Spongem Esqr. a Dutch Banker, 
and " the whole duty of a Beggar," first 



printed at BmWb in Germatfy, a magnl* 
ficient work enriched with copper-plates, 
and conjectured to have been written 
originally in the old Saxon by the learned 
Doctor Wolfgang Pilfer, Professor of 
Mendicity; £s most ju&ions frieadi 
however lay the greatest stress ^n an 
anonymous work, entitled ^^ the Financial 
^ situation of Great Britain a vearning to 
" the world.'' 

If the groans of the Fanner are lovd, 
they are echoed back by the Clecgy of 
every denomination, who lament that the 
harvest is scanty and the labourers many, 
that the golden rule of ^^ do unto others 
'< as you would be done by,** is derided 
and considered as waste^paper ; that mil* 
lions of piomises are broken even under 
the stamp of authority ; that the flood-gates 
of vice are opened, uid the land irrigated 
with iniquity, and that the moral building is 
fast falling to decay notwitbetanding th^ 
well meant costly white-wasldbgs of 
Bible Societies, the frugal sand-dadi of 
Lanoasterian Schools and the expensive in* 
tenor rose-'Coloured papering of Saving 
Banks : I speak frditi experience when I 
asseK that the very principal of evfi H 
embodied in the paper system, fbr I well 
remember in sny youth seeing some conn« 
try notes with this motto upon them 
^^ Strike, Deakin, the Deril is in thehemp,'^ 
and yet it was seriously recommended at 
the last Bath agricultural meeting to culti. 
vate hemp, which would be no other than 
raising Elelzebub himself. It is by trust- 
ing to such infernal devices that we have 
had the Devil and all to pay ever since ; 
and, with such striking instances as these 
before us, must we not suppose that our 
great Bard was in his cops, and really 
meaned to say, '^ Every inordinate note is 
^' unblessed and the ingredient is a Devil.'' 
It also occurs to me that the venerable 
Methusalem himself, who must have car- 
ried his ideas pretty far, at least as far as 
most folks, would ^ave been startled at 
the suggestion of an acquaintance of mine, 
vritich was, that we might Uve to see btHs 
made payable at the last t-u-p; what a 
breathing time, what a respiro, as the Lom- 
bards call it, did his exuberant fancy con- 
template. I am happy, however, to see that 
by the late act, imposing higher stamps on 
long winded bills, such airy and extrava- 
gant notions are anticipated and wisely 
guarded against ; but, after all, with a pro- 
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per curb en bis vagiiries, I would humbly 
propose such a man to be placed at the 
head of what might be called a pneumatic 
council, to raise the wind in our present 
deadly lively situation.' Our morals, how- 
erer, must be overwhelmed unless the 
Society for the Suppression ofVice boldly 
push out their life boat to our assistance ; 
perhaps the pecuniary means t>f the Soci- 
ety are scanty ; but let them establish a 
Saving Bank, crave assistance from the 
sinking fund, or adopt another buoyant 
expedient to bear us lip like gulls on the 
waves of adrersity. 

If, however, our morals are contami* 



salutary impulse to public credit, and iif 
proof of this suggestion, t need only men- 
tion that sopie years ago the miners in the 
North stopped working, and thata regiment 
of cavalry was sent to reduce them to obe- 
djpnce and to make them return to their 
labour. Not long afterwards a Bank ia 
the same neighbourhood stopped*, and these 
profound pitmen seriously recommended 
to send the cavalry to force the Bank. 
to go on again. Do you think, Sir, that 
the large standing army intended to be 
kept up can be applied to this truly na- 
tional object. I know the danger ol 
judging by analogy though supported by 



nated, it is some consolation to know that ! men of such deep research as those whmn 
the dirty linen of an Englishman will go I bave mentioned ; I, th*erefoi*e,mereIy ask 
as far as the precious metals in other for information, as I am diffident of the 



countries, and that honest Mr. Bull, by the 
magic of merely changing his shirt, put 
Bonaparte to his last shift. How delight- 
ful, too, the reflection that the abundance 
of our ^gf constitutes the riches of the 
state, and that under the present auspi- 
cldus system, the funds, for the comfortable 
jnaintexiancfe of a' numerous army, can 
never fail. A well disciplined military I 



success of such a plan for extricating ns 
from onr pecuniary difficulties. I be^ 
pardon for this long digression from my 
principal object, and hoping that you 
will not consider it as a trespass on your 
valuable time, 

I remain, Sir, 
Your very obedient serrnnf , 

AottlcOLA BvhhlQS* 



force may perhaps h^ intended to give a tyw^, s^M F«MMyy, ^i^ 



IfriuM auU l»ubli«hed «iy and foi U m. Cobbett. Jnn. No. 198, Strand ; where all CommiuiiiaUoii* 
(poet paW) addressed to the Edilot, ate requested to be forwarded. """"^*^*"*»*^» 
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TO THB 

. People of SouTiiAUffTONi* 
LETTER n. 

BoiU^, Satk Uunkt 1816. 
I had noty last week, lime lo address 
JO u/an>l Mpon the subject of the trt»at- 
tnent you hate receWed at the hands of 
Rose;; or, rather, on the subject of that 
conduct, on jrour own part, which has 
made it just and proper that you should 
have been freatcd by him, in the manner 
that I need not again describe. 

Ir is perfMTttf notorious, that, if you 
hate d mM (o exert yourselves^ you are 
wMb io insist upon hating, in the House of 
Commons two Members of ^oziroiv/icAc/tc^. 
It is also perfectly notorious, that, for 
many years past, the elder George Rose, 
or his son, the Younger George Rose, 
has been one of your Members. Hcace, 
it Is Tery clear, that, either through your 
cfioire, or, through your indolence and 
want of public-spirit, these persons have 
been empowered to gi? e their voice in the 
making of Jaws to govern us, in imposing 
upon us those lax^, and in carrying on 
that system, under which, at last, we are 
all plunged into misery, wliich no craft can 
longer disguise. 

YoQ complain new, fhnt George Rose 
the elder has abused you in his degrading 
d«feriptioff9 of those of you who have 
p«(ittonisd dgainsc ^the ii}Comc tax. But, 
wliat right have you to make this oem- 
pl«ftift,>any'morethiiiitf farmer would have 
a right to complairf dt.ijke devastation in 
his hen-roost by a fox which he himself 
had let into the habitation of his poultry ? 
" Carse the Cat !'' exdahned tny cook, ' 
the other day^-whe^ she herself had shut 



' the poor thing into the pantry. Now^ 
was it not known to you, that the Roses 
•live upon taxes, as well as it is known .to 
a farmer that foxes eat hens, and as well 
at it IB kaowa to cooks thai cats gaair, 
joints of meat ? 

It is now nearly twenty ye^s ago, Chat 
Old George Rose published a pamphlet, 
the main object of which was, to persuade 
the people of this country, that, unless 
they continued to pay heavi; iaxes^ the 
French would come and take awatf all 
their projferhfj and, what was a greaf deal ' 
worse, he said, ** deprive, them of the ' 
bleitscd con^rU of religion^* and makO' 
thev atheists. The passage, to which I 
now more particularly allude, was in these 
words : ^^ It would be a slander to the 
^^ sense and virtue of the people, to sup. 
^^ pose an abutemeni of that spirit which 
^^ has enmbkil government to call forth 
,*' thojte resounds. 'I'he prosperous stale 
^< of the empiie which, affords all the 
^' power, furnishes all the motive, for 
" continuing the contest ; a contest, •the 
(^ support of which to a succesful issue Is 
^* to secure us in the enjoyment of every na* 
" tional advantage^ and to protect us from 
" the ii\fliction of every national calamity. 
^^ The imperious and awful necessity of 
*•* the present crisis unavoidably subjects 
*^ us to heavy burdens. It has been said 
'' that they ought to be considered as a 
(' SALVAGE for the remainiog part of 
^^ our property. In the consideration of 
'^ property, to which. It was applied, the 
^^ figure is sufilciently striking ; but, in 
^' other respects, the metaphor, though 
*' just, is inadequate. What Tariff shall 
"«etUc the difference between national 
^' imiepsndeftee and inexorable tyranny ^ 

N 
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*^ between personal liberiy and rcquisiti* 
** ons^ prisons y and murder f between the 
" BLESSED COMFORTS OF RELI- 
" GION and the gloomy despair of 
*« atheism ?" 

Wc will not stop to rematk on the 
impudence of this, or on the contempt 
which the brazen pamphleteer roust haye 
had for the understandings of the people 
of this country. But, let us see how 
Georgemanaged thisbusiness of "saWage.** 
He says, "the salvage upon owr property.** 
"What, then, was his property, and how 
did he pay salvage? You were to pay 
salvage ; but he did not tell you, that he 
himself was one of the receivers of the 
said salvage. At the time when he wrote 
this pamphlet, he and his sons were, as 
they still are, in the receipt annually 
of public money to the following amount 

Old George lR,ose, as Treasurer of the 
Navy j54,S24 

Old George Rose, as Clerk of 
the Parliaments, which is a 
sinecure, and is for his Ufe^ 
nnd is granted also for the life 
of his eldest son^ Young 
Oeorge Rose, your present 
Member. . . f 3,^78 

Old George Rose, as keeper of 
the Records in the Exchequer, 
another sinecure place .... 400 

Wniiam Stewart Rose, second 
son of Old George Rose, as 
Clerk of ihe Exchequer Pleas, 
which is also a sinecure place, % 1 37 



j^lO,I30 



Such wai the annual «um, which the 
blessed comforts of Religion yielded this 
man. What wonder that he was so much 
afraid of Atheism ? This income, or an 
income to this amount, out of the public 
money, these persons have received, I 
believe, for, at least, 24 years. How 
mitch more they may, amongst them, have 



received, in other ways, I know not. 
At'any rate, here is a sum of T^o hundred 
and forty three thousand^ three hundred 
and thirty six pounds of principal money. 
If we add the interest, the amount will be 
nearer /o(ir hundred thousand than three 
hundred thousand pounds. 

This being very well known to the 
people of Southampton, and they having, 
with these facts before them, elected and 
re-elected the Roses to assist in the mak- 
ingof laws and the imposing of taxes, what 
right have they now to complain, that 
these Roses^ these eaters of taxes, do all 
that they can to prevent any tax from 
being abolished ? But, ^^ Mr. Rose has 
done so many kind things for yon!" 
That is to say, he has got so many smaller 
sums of the public money to be given to 
some of you in the shape of offices and 
posts. This was very kind in him, to be 
sure, and very honest in those amongst 
you who gave their votes in exchange. 

I was at Southampton, once, when 
there seemed to be a great bustle in the 
town ; the people were gaily dressed and 
flocking down to the waterside. " What 
'^ is going on," said I to a very fine look- 
ing young man, who was pushing down 
the street in haste. *' Why," said he, 
« don't you know, Sir, that this is Mr. 
" Rosens annual sailing match ? " Upon 
furthef- inquiry, I found, that he amused 
the town with a sailing match annually 
for a prize of 20 or 30 pounds ! What 
a scandalous thing for such a town to be 
grataied with such a gift from such hands ! 
There is, in this instance of servilitj, a 
meanness, a baseness, which I cannot de- 
scribe. When any portion of the peaple 
discover marks of respect, bordering on 
self-abasement, towards persons of an- 
cient families, whose names have been 
pronounced with a sort of veneration for 
ages, it may be, though not commended, 
excused ; but, in a case like this, when 
ail the wall known (acts arc taken iato 
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tiew, one's foot almost rises in^rolantaiy 
to kick the base and degenerate crew. 

But, the scene* at Winchester hare 
been still more hamiHating. I hare seen 
the magistrates, the gentlemen, the Baro- 
nets, the Lords, following this same 
George Rose up the street and down the 
street like so many lackey^. 1 hare seen 
a Grand Jury, having on it several 
Baronets of ancient family, and one Lord, 
at least, all in waiting, 'till George Rose 
came to be their foreman!. Upon one 
oeonaion I saw a whole possS of Noble- 
men and Gentlemen following at his heels 
down the street, when he, as if he wished 
to exhibit them in their true light, went 
into a shop and remained there sereral 
minutes, and they actually stood wait- 
ing 'till he came out, upon which they 
resumed the order of their march. 

The example, however, of this pros- 
trate herd is no justi5catiun for you. 
You all know your duty. You all know 
your rights. You all know what this 
man has been and what ho is; and, if 
you choose him to represent you, or 
choose one whom he nominates, to be 
ground to the earth with taxes is a pu- 
nidhment as mild as you have any reason 
to expect. To be called ptutjyers and 
chimney 'szceeper shy George Rose is what 
a majoriti) of the people of Southampton 
merit at his hands. Paupers and Chini- 
ney-Bweepers are, indeed, infinitely more 
worthy of respect than the men who have 
been the upholders of the Roses, consi- 
dering the motives from which they have 
acted. And, of late years, it is in vain 
to say, that they have been deceived. 
Twenty years ago they might. But, at 
this day, there is not a man in the whole 
kingdom, who can be ignorant of how he 
otight to feel and act towards such a man 
as Georg^ Rose. 

^ VVe shall see whether you are now to 
be kicked into courage ; we shall see whe- 
ther joo will ro-elcct a person of his 



pointing out: I say, we shall iee this; 
for, if I have life and health 'till the next 
election, he, or his son, be it which it 
may, shall, if he offer himself, have me 
for an opponent.; and, If you re-elect 
him, you shall not, at any rate, have ig- 
norance to plead in your defence. 

This is not, you will say, a Nety JlaU 
tering electioneering address. These are 
not the times for flattery. We have been 
brought into a state of misery that no 
nation ever before experienced. No» 
thing but great public spirit and resolu* 
tion can extricate us from it. The pala- ' 
ver of courtiers and the cant of selfish- 
ness only tend to utter ruin. It is not 
" mild, moderate^ inoffensive'^ men that 
we want. Let those, who are willing to 
be reduced to the state of pauperism, in- 
dulge their partiality for inefficient men, 
whom they like because they resemble 
themselves ; but, let all those who wish to. 
make their voice heard and attended to^ 
choose men who are able to be the inter- 
preters of their wishes. The hunks who 
prates about moderation and exclains 
against viotcnt men, because he thinks 
that justice to the people at large might 
place his masses of wealth in some degree 
of jeopardy, will find, if he live only a 
few years, that his cant will be of no 
avail. He will find^ that radical reform- 
ation must come, and that ninety nine of 
his neighbours will not live in misery, lest 
his tremulous nerves should be for a mo- 
ment, discomposed. It is the interest of 
the rich (if they have acquired their riches 
fairly) that a reform should take place, 
and that it should come speediljf too ; for, 
if it should be delayed till imperious events 
produce it, it will, in all probability, be 
attended with numerous evils, the whole 
of which migbt now be avoided. 

Amongst a great many admirable quali-^ 
ties, possessed by the people of England, 
they have some of a different nature, one 
of which is, that credulity^ that facility to 
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be deceived, ivhich exposes them to the 
designs of craft and cunning* An instance 
of this really disgraceful to human in- 
tellect, is, the greediness, with which they 
hare began to swallow Geo rob Rose's 
bait of saving banks for the poor^ while 
he and his sons are actually recei? ing out 
of the public money more than would 
maintain all the poor of ten extensiye 
parishes ! By this trick he is worl^ng to 
gain popularity that may assist in p^op- 
ping up his declining influence. He knows 
▼ery well, that it is the burden of taxes 
that makes paupers ; and, while he is 
making paupers by the receipt of taxes, 
he is publishing pamphlets to show how 
the poor may become rich by the saving of 
their own pennies. The impudence, the 
insolence, of these publications are only 
to be equalled by the stupid, the brutal, 
ci^edality, with which they have been re* 
ceired. But, these trick« now come too 
late. All the coaxing of the poor and the 
terrifying of the rich will be of no a?ail. 
The glass of the system is nearly run out ; 
atid the numerous crowds of selfish cow- 
ards, who have lent tfeir hands to pro- 
long its existence lest their tranquility 
should be disturbed* must make haste to 
get under ground, or they will yet have 
the mortification to hear the shouts of 
freemen succeed the silence of slaves. 

1 am your frcnd, 

Wm. Cobbett. 



to the 

People or the United States op 
America. 

LETTER VI. 

First heftoy blow to the Pitt System. — 
^Squire Jolterhead and George Rose. — 
Loans resolved on, — John Hull not so 
passive an animal as Ld. Castlereagh 
appears to have thought him. — Matt 
Tax abandoned. — New Era. — Lyming^ 
ion Petition. — Important change in fa. 
vour of the cause of freedom. — Salaries. 
RegenVt Health. — Recorder and Lady 
Wilson. — Scotch petitions for taxes. 

Botlcy, Soth March, 1816. 
In No. 8, which, J hope, is, by this 
time safely arrived at New York, 1 told 
yoR that it appeared to mo, that the 



persons, who have so much to do with ifk 
seats in parliament^ were resolved to put 
an end to the Property Tax." This they 
have now done. On the 18th instant the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer brought for^ 
ward a proposition for the continuation of 
it in part ; and which part, if it had been 
continued, might soon have been aug- 
mented. The landholders seem to have, 
at last, made up their minds to make 
a stand against the further progress of 
the Pitt System. They seem to have 
perceived, at last, that unless they began 
to resist now, the whole of their estatof 
must pass away from them. 'Squire Jol- 
terhead fek his pocket growing quite 
empty; and he resolved not to give np 
his last shilling. There were 201 Mem- 
bers for the Tax, and 238 against the 
Tax. If you now look back into the 
American part of No. 7, and which, for 
my health's sake 1 did not publish here^ 
you will see how well I guessed at what 
would take place. I beg you to bear in 
mind the reasons j which 1 gave you for 
tliiuking that the Tax would be lost. 
Thus, you will see, that though you will 
not have the Register 'till about six weeks 
after the publication of the London part 
of it, you will really always be, with 
regard to true informattou, even in point 
oitime^ beforehand with the people here, 
as far, at least, as my means of infor- 
mation go ; because I dare to say to you 
what no one dares to say here. 

I say, and so will yoii say, that it ka 
hardly fair in 'Squire Jolterhead to r^use 
to give up his ^^ last shilling," seemg 
that he so often pledged himself to give 
up, not only his last shilling, but the last 
drop of his blood also. But, he now pre- 
tends, that the pledge was only Jigura^ 
tive; and he says, besides, that he undec-^ 
stood, that all others were to do the same 
that he was to do. But that, at the end 
of all this glorious work, he finds himself 
reduced to poverty, while others (and 
especially those who backed him on) are 
grown amaxingly rich ; that they, who 
had nothing at the out-set of the war, are 
become rich as Lords, while he, who was 
rich at the out-set, is become a beggar^ 
or, at least, is brought to the eve of beg- 
gary. 

'Squire Jolterhead reasons thus with 
Old George Rose. " George," says 
he, '' you told me in your pamphlet, 
<^ which you published and re-published^ 
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<< daring the war, thmt It was iiecessiary 
♦' for me to part with part of my money 
*' in order to save the rest, and in order 
** to prcrentthe^renrh from making me 
« an atheist J' " Well," says Ge<»rge, 
^^ and baTe you not been saved ? Have 
^ not the Church and our religion been 
^ preserved ?" — ^' J^*y' ^^ys the 'Scfoire, 
^' bat i hare lost almost the whole oi my 
^^ estate, while you have been gaining a 
'^ fine large estate. I am got to be so 
^^ ootorioasly poor a fellow, that the 
^< people of my village will hardly pnll off 
^ tbeir hats to mc, though my ancestors 
^ used to give away a hundred hogsheads 
*• of strong beer in a twelve month; I 
^ am hardly known now in the county, 
'*' while you are become a Right JJon^ 
^^ ourabie Gentleman^ and hare Baronets 
** and fiords dancing at your heels." — 
** Aye,'* replies George, ^' but, only think 
^ of the service I have rendered you. 
^ Your eetatc ! Why, you would not 
^ have an acre left, if I had not stepped 
^^ In and saved you. The Jacobins would 
** have had your lands, and Satan would 
^ have had your soul." 

This was George's language. This was 
the way, in which he urged the people on 
to pay taxes, i remember, that, when 1 
was in Philadelphia, 1 used to read 
George's pamphlet with delight ; and 
there were a great many Americans, who 
used to read it with delight also. Wc 
did not then know what was the manner, 
in which George was paying salvage him- 
self; and which manner I have pretty 
well explained, in this Number, in my 
second Letter to the people of Southamp- 
ton, to which Letter I shall add some 
Notes (or your information. 

'Squire Jolterhead thinks it ratherhard, 
that, while he has been paying salvage ; 
that is to say, while his estate has been 
passing away from him, George should 
lMi?e been f^mmng an estate, it is not 
qidte a new thing to see a great man's 
estate become the property of his steward; 
and this is very much the case of Old 
John Bull at this time. Whether any 
steps will be taken to put this matter to 
rights is mord than i can say. 

The debate upon the Property Tax was 
Tery important. Lord Castlereagh arged 
the Hoase to agree to it. Without this 
tax he said, ^^ i^j would plunge the na. 
^ tloa bite aU tha dangen of an imper- 



^' feet ^stem of finance ; that they would 
^^ remain stationary in their debts; that 
^^ the tax was not an expedient, but was 
^^ absolutely necessary to the well-being of 
'' thestale; and hecoif/ur^the House, and 
'^ solenmly intreated*^ them not to refuse 
" thb only means of saving the country." 
ft was all in vain. The utmost impa* 
tience was discovered, and the proposition 
was rejected as stated before. Nay, it 
was so evident to the Ministers, that the 
land-owners were determined to make a 
stand in their own defence, that, the next 
night, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
come down to the House and affirmed his 
intention to abandon the War tax on 
Malt : that is, a tax of *is. a bushel, 
which, incredible as it may appear to the 
rest of the world, has yielded upwards of 
2 millions of pounds, or 8 millions of 
Dollars, a ^eor. The whole of the tax 
upon Malt was Ms. a quarter (or 8 bush- 
els) ; it will now be 20^. But, here are 
16f. a quarter lopped off; and, if no tax 
be imposed in lieu of it (and no tax can), 
this is a real saving to me^ for instance, 
of, at least, 3%8 a month ; or ^0 pounds 
a year. 

This is doing something; and, as my 
motto was, before the. parliament met, 
" something must be done^^'* events hare 
already proved it true. Thus, then, the 
systnn has received a blow ; a body Mow ^ 
which, as we, in England (amongst whom 
boxing is a real science) well know, is 
worth a score of black eyes and bloody- 
noses. These are soon got over ; but, a 
good body-blow, or, what is called a 
doablcr^iip, makes a nan remember it for * 
a long while, and he must have roudl 
more bottom than I take Castlereagh to 
have, if it does not render him very shy 
for ever after, whenever he sees his an« 
tagonisl's eye directed towards the tuI- 
nerable part. Thus it happened upon 
this occasion. The body-blow on the 
Property Tax night madie Mr. Vansit- 
tart hasten to give in upon the subject of 
the Malt Tax, seeing that the land- 
owners had their eye fixed on the old 
point again. 

These are, however, but beginmngt. 
There must be more and still hearier blows 
given to the system before this day twdve- 
months. I^oans have now been resolved 
on ; but loans are a mere expedient to pat 
off tbe evil hour. Whatmust be the con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



395] 



Letter VL to tue Peopi.e of the United States or America. 



IS96 



sequence of borrowing money to pay the 
interest of money already borrowed, all 
the world knows. Under such a system, 
arising avozcedly from a state of distress ^ 
who can suppose, that the funds will, or, 
can, long support any degree of credit ? 
The distress has not arisen from any tern- 
porary cause. The cause, the inability to 
pay, has arisen from a cause that cannot 
be removed, without again making the 
exchange 30 per cent, against us all over 
the world. The distress is daily and 
hourly increasing ; and, to suppose, that 
the indirect taxes and assessed and Stamp 
taxes will yield as much as they ha?c 
yielded is, it seems to me, little short of 
madness. 

' But, the lopping off of taxes will not 
stop here, 'i'he assessed taxes on farm- 
ing horses is to be reduced ; aye, and 
taken off too. This will scarcely amount 
to less than a million of pounds ; and thus 
will about 18 millions of direct taxes hate 
been taken off; and if, after this, enough 
be collected to pay the interest of the 
Debt and the demand of the sinking fund 
I shall be ?ery much surprized, unless the 
guinea and the bushel of wheat rise In 
Talue. As Mr. Jefferson (I beliereitwas) 
said of the American Constitution, the 
Pitt System of Fiiuince " is now in the 
full tide of Experiment,^* 

A grand effort has been made on the 
part of the Ministers to persuade the na- 

ion, that the land-owners^ have got rid of 
the income Tax for their own sakes, and 
that they care not what load they leave 
upon the people. I jexposed the fallacy of 
this in No. 9 of this volume ; but, still the 
effort has been continued. It has, however, 
not been attended with success; and 
Castlereagh, with all his hardihood, has 
manifestly sunk under the weight of the 
popular voice, joined with that of the 
land*owners. He was vastly bold and dash- 
ing at the out-set ; talked in the Pitt-style; 
made long and rattling periods ; affected to 
hold hb opponents in contempt ; and flung 
out a tirade now-and-then against popular 
clamour and ignorance, f'aith ! he has 
found, that John Bull, though he will 
bear a great deal when his belly is full, is 
not so very good humoured when it is 
empty. When John is well off, he is in- 
solent towards all the rest of the wovld; 
-whqn he is pinched, iie is ill-tempered at 
liome. I must) neyerthcless, do John the 



justice to say, that he has, upon this occa^ 
sion, behaved well. I do not like to 
flatter him ; and I bear him as mach-ill 
will as I can muster up for. his envious 
disposition towards foreign nations ; for 
his deadly hatred of fro^om upon the 
Continent; for his having approved of 
many deeds, which I dare not name ; for 
his exultation at the fall of so many brave 
men in France ; but, still I must say, that, 
in this season of distress, he has behaved 
well. The forbearance of landlords and 
parsons towards the farmers ; the general 
forbearance of all creditors; the voluntary 
assistance ; the kindness of neighbours 
towards one another ;>the unshaken con- 
fidence which has been displayed between 
man and man : all these certainly do John 
Bull a great deal of honour, and shew, that, 
if he should happen to pick up a little 
sense during his calamities, he may yet be 
fit for something better than merely work- 
ing like a Jack'.ass to earn money to pajr 
German and Russian Troops to fight 
against the republicans of France. 

The manner, in which the Ministers 
have sneaked out of the War Malt Tax is 
very curious, and clearly discovers iheir 
conviction, that the landlords are not to 
be trifled with. They say, that, seeing 
that the rich had refused to pay the In- 
come Tax, thej/ thought it right, that this 
Malt Tax should be given up to the poor» 
The shallowness of all this set of notions 
has been shown a hundred times over* 
But, taking the Ministers upon their own 
ground, how has this been a boon to the 
poor? There is a tax upon beer^ besides 
the tax upon Malt. But, this beer tax is 
only upon beer sold in public houses bjf 
retaily or sold by brewers^ who sell it out 
by the barrel, &c. There is no tax upon 
the^eer, brewed in private houses; and^ 
as almost the whole of the gentlemen and 
farmers brew their own beer, the beer 
tax, according to the notion of the Minis- 
ters, and other shallow politicians, falls 
ejcclusivelif upon the poor. Therefore, to 
have given a boon to the/>oor, they should 
have abolished the beer tax, of which the 
Gentlemen, according to their notion, 
pay no part. . This only shows the mise- 
rable shifts that they resort to in order to 
disguise their defeat, and the approach- 
ing dissolution of the system. The real 
fact is» they saw, that those who had re- 
fused the. Income Tax would also refuse 
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this tax; and, therefore, they made this 
miserable excuse for not bringing it for* 
ward. 

Then, again, as to the loan to sapply 
its place, they said, that, since they must 
have a /ooit, they might as tcell have a 
loan for two miUions more as not. Very 
true : they <^ might as well be hailed for 
a sheep as for a lamb.^' Verily this was 
a most miserable quirk! One would 
hare thought, that, hating lost one tax, 
which they represented as absolutely ne* 
eessary to the safety of the country, ihey 
would, if possible, hate given up no more. 
Two millions of money added to a peace 
loan is no trifle ; and that they will find, 
when they come to make that loan. BnU 
will the landlords and the people let them 
make loans ? Oh, yes ! As long as they 
please. They would let them borrow the 
whole, if they wonld ; the whole 60 mil* 
Hons: all that is objected to is taxation; 
and this now must and will be diminished. 

To you, in America, it may appear 
strange, that we should make such a fuss 
about the refusal of a tax, seeing that 
taxes are often proposed by your Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and refused by the 
Congress, without any anger on either 
side, and without exciting any particular 
interest amongst the people. It is widely 
different here. Here it is a very cnt-and- 
dry afiair in general; and, until now, 
nobody has, for many years, erer expect- 
ed to see a tax much opposed, much less 
.did any one erer suppose that a tax 
would be finally refused. 

This is, therefore, a nets era in our af- 
fairs; and, as we always keep running 
on in any direction, when we are once 
set going, I am not without hopes, that 
the Minuter will, before this session is 
over, find his taxing code very much sim- 
plified, and his army of tax-gatherers 
yet J much reduced. But, we are arrived 
at a new era in another respect. Those 
sentiments of justice and humanity, and 
that lore of freedom, which have been 
smothered for so many years past by the 
out-cry against Jacobins and Levellers 
and by the dread of revolution and blood- 
shed, have never been wholly extinguished, 
and they now begin to be openly ex- 
pressed. Sereral of the Petitions have 
expressed ^disapprobation of taxing the 
people of England for the purpose of re- 
storing the Bourbons. In that of the 



town of L^mington, in Hampshire, were 
the following words: «< Your petitioners 
" were repeatedly assured by His Majes- 
" ty's Ministers, that, on the termination 
^^ of the war, ending with the Peace of 
" Paris, the Property Tax should not bo^ 
" renewed ; but, in spite of promises, so 
" often made ix> the people, that rile and 
^^ odious tax was again imposed on them, 
" in their opinion for the base purpose 
" of re-establishing a tyrant on the 
" throne of France, in direct hostility ta 
** the wishes, so often expressed, of the 
" French nation. Your Petitioners catt- 
" not, therefore, view the projected re- 
" newal of the Property Tax but as a 
" premium to be paid by this oppressed' 
" nation for the purpose of maintaining^ 
" Louis 18th, nicknamed the desired^ 
** on the throne of France, in opposition 
"to the wishes of the French people, 
*' aind by the aid of a foreign army to be 
" paid by this country." 

These sentiments are not new to the 
minds of hundreds of thousands of the 
people of England; but, the open ex- 
pression of them by any body of men, is 
wholly new. This is, in my view of the* 
matter, a geaf < point gained ; a great* 
point for France as well as for England ; 
for, it must be quite clear, that, this na-' 
tion being once sensible, being once- 
thoroughly convinced, that its own misery 
-has been produced by its intermeddling 
in the affairs of France, will not be easily- ' 
prevailed upon to ititcrmeddle a second' 
time, if the French people should again 
rise to assert their rights. It is now fast 
becoming a general opinion, that the war 
ought neveV to have been begun by us 
against the French. The principles and 
objects of that war are now becoming 
clear to all men, in spite of a corrupt* 
press. To renew delusion will, I hope^ 
be impossible. 

The truth is, that, as the fruit of Eng- 
lish industry .and the valour of English*' 
men (including, in this appellation, our^ 
bretheren of Ireland and Scotland) have 
been the principal cause of the final sue- 
cess of what has been insolently tertoied 
^^ legUimaofy " and which, in fact, U 
neither more nor less than the submissioa 
of nations to the absolute will of an he- 
reditary master: the truth Is, that if this 
detestable cause lose the support of Eng- 
land (and how scandaloos it is to think ^P 
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its haTing her support!), that eause U 
wholly ruined ; and the legUimatcs will 
soon find their situation much more peri- 
lous than ever. 

If we look back at the history of the 
late wars, we see, that all the legitimates 
were subdued ; that they were humbled 
in the dust; that they appeared to have 
no hope left ; but, that the perseverance 
pi this country alone, and the lavishing of 
her immense resources, gained time for 
all the humbled kings ; aud, in a lucky 
moment for them (produced by the vanity 
and ambition of Napoleon )« poured forth 
the means of securing their restoration. 
The passions. and prejudices of this peo- 
ple, worked upon by a crafty and cor« 
rupt press, were arrayed in favour of all 
that the cool sense of this same people 
would have held io abhorrence. These 
passions and prejudices have now, by the 
aid of that serere teacher, misery^ been 
made to give way to the dictates of rea- 
ion and justice ; or, at least, these latter 
are fast returniog to our minds. And, 
therefore, the UgUimaieSy if they have 
aoy sense, will .see that their only sound 
prop is actually slipping from beneath 
Item. * 

This is a change singularly favouraJUe 
to the cause of freedom ail orer the world, 
and affords much better ground for hope 
of the final success of that cause than any 
that has appeared for a quarter of a cen- 
tury. The Ministers and their minions 
have taken infinite pains to keep up the 
glory delusion^ and to make (he. couotry 
b^eve, that it is necessary to its safety, 
that it should maintain a high station in 
Surope, So it is ; but, the queslion is, 
i9 mhat w^^y we ought to do (hat. There 
is no fear but we shall be at the head of 
every thing ; and, one of the follies of 
I^;^M>leon and of the republican rulers, 
was, to pretend, that we were, and must 
be, " a second rate power J^^ This talk, 
which arose from mere vanity, did much 
of the mischief. Those who made use of 
it knew as little of the resources of 
England as they did of the English cha- 
racter. They appear to have had no idea, 
that there was not one single English Jaco- 
liln, who would not have sold the shirt off 
his back to purchase powder and ball, 
rather than have made a peace, in which 
It should havel^een allowed, that England 
was faomd to any nation upon earth* Yes, 



it is very right that England sboold main- 
tain ahigh station amongst nations. But, 
it is not right that she should be at the 
head of a league of legitimates. Her 
natural place is the head of the sons 
of freedom. She should stand high ; 
always stand high ; but it is uot in the 
estimation of Despots, Popc3, Jesuits 
and Dominican Monks, that she ou^t to 
stand high ; it is not for her people to 
think it glory to have received a conse- 
crated banner from his Holiness of Rome ; 
it is not for them to wibh to staiul higli 
with Vandeam and Gossacks. And, aU 
this the people now begin pretty clearly 
to understand. 

While this chaiiKe has becji taking 
place in the public mind, as to taxes, some 
very serious inquiries have been begun as 
to salaries J &c. lastead of reducing the 
pay of persons in public employ^ thetr 
pay has, in many cases, been, actually 
augmented ; and instances have been 
brought forvvard in the Secretary to (he 
Admiralty and the Commissioners of 
Excise. One Croker, an Irish Barrister, 
who laboured so hard in the case of tho 
Duke of York, has a salary very nearly 
as large as that of your President ; and 
each Commissioner of Excise has nearly 
as many pounds annually as Mr. Monro 
or Mr. Dallas has dollars. The falling off 
in their rents have, however, made the 
law-makers look into these things ; and, 
before the session is over, i expect to tee 
the nails of the Ministers pretty closely 
pared. 

After the war, in the reign of Queen 
Anne, a most vigilant search was made, 
at the Queen*s request, after the money, 
zchich individuals had uvjusfly got from 
the public during the war. Something of 
the same sort will, 1 hope, take place now. 
It may be a while before (bis will come ; 
but, come it will I have no doubt. This 
would not only be an act of moral justice, 
but it would afi'ord great relief to the 
country. 

I have, in Number 8, given >ou an ac- 
count of the real state of the Prince 
Regents healthy and in JSo. 10, 1 have 
informed you about the prisoners in Aes^ 
gutey condemned to death, it is curioas 
that these matters should have been stated 
by me, and the statements actually on 
their way to America, before the subjects 
were jaentioned in any pubUc mty here. 
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WiftUn a few daji, Mr. B&iIicbt Ini 
made a nioCMii^ in tlie Oossc o( Gobi- 
moiis^ for a return of all die prisoners in 
Newgate, waiting tke decision of tiK 
Prince au to wl^tker tlie^ are to lire 
or die. It appears that there are 68 
of then, and that some of then baye been 
kept in this horrible state from Decenber 
to thb day. The Ministers^ said, al fir^t, 
that, the Prince hating a bad fit of the 
goui, they adfised him not to come to 
London from Brighlon ; and, that it was 
iaccmvemeiU to assemble the law-oficcrs 
at Brighton to advise him as to whom 
he ooght to pardon. Loan hlii.To« 
haTin^ expressed his indignation at sach 
iMi excvae, and another Member haTiaf^ 
shown, that no officer except the Lord 
Chancellor was wanted on such occasioM, 
kesides the Recorder ef Lomdom; and the 
tbing having roused the pnblic a great 
deal, the Ministers now saj, that the 
Prince mever heard of the state of the 
prisoners, UiU he read mm mccomU of UiM 
thedebaiesl And, tbey saj, that he is 
now better; that bis gomi is gone; tet 
the feebleness in his feet, occasioned bj 
the said gont, is nearly removed; and 
that he is going up to London Anlhwith. 
¥of more than three months we heve 
been told (bj the news-papers) that he 
was just about to remove ; bnt now, 1 
snppose, London will once more have the 
honour to possess him* 

it was pitj, that the Minastevs shoald 
have thought it adviseable to keep the 
Recorder from \m Royal Uighness's pre- 
sence on account of this gout. Many 
Councils have been held ; the parliament 
has been opened by a coaimiBsion signed 
by the Prince; the* Marriage of his 
Daughter has been settled, and a Mes- 
sage, signed by him, has been sifut to Par. 
liament on the subject. It is pity (dont 
yon think it is ?),' that the poor wretches 
in Newgate should' never have been men. 
tioned to the Prince, and that he sbonld 
first hear of their situation through the 
common news-papers ! 

A very curious incident has happened 
(if what the news-papers say be true) 
as to audiences given by the Prince. Rut 
let me, while I think of it, state, that the 
corrupt part of the press has been almost 
daily telling the public of audietices given 
by the Prince, and of " select parties'^ at 
the Brighton PbvlUion. What I am now 



abofit to sMe is, however, cnrions in the 
estreme. Sir Robkrt Wilson's Lady haa 
come over from Paris to obtain an an* 
diemce of the Prince iu behalf of her bus- 
band. It was, womo weeks ago, annonn- 
oad in the news -papers, that her Ladyship 
was gone down to Brighton for this par- 
pose ; and, it has since been very orten- 
tationsly stated, iktd she has had on swdir- 
enor of the Rojfoi Pefsomage. 1 suppose 
this fact may be true; but, I am very' 
sue that the Ministerial ncws-papera 
state a falsehood, when they say, that 
^Lady Wilson smm the Prince;" for 
thonsinds are able to swear, and 1 lor 
one, that Lady Wilson, though a most 
beantifnl and ammblc woman, IS STO>& 
BUND! 

Now, be it observed, that Lady WiU 
son's bnsincw was to inlreat in fadttif o^ a 
pritomer. She went to the Prince to v»- 
lievetheaaairty of herself, her kmbmmi, 
and cytdfo. Far be it from me tm 

dMt to pay imm idk l f alicwtioo lo her ; 
1 BMSt »inccfely hope, thai the iegiii^ 
m mot dare tonch a hmr of the 
head of inr Robert Wilson or of hb gaU 
iaat awociatcs ; bnt, it ought to be borwo 
in miiid. thai the nnhappj men, m (Am 
aaik in Newgale, have fathers 
and wives and children ; and 
have their nnaieties as well 
as other people. The sMHher of tho 
Dmm-boy, who was eaecated in 1813, 
actmdly dropped down dand when tho 
fate of her son was announced to her. 
There are, probably, not less than 600 
persons connected with the condemned 
prisoners. And is it nothing to relieve 
600 anxions nnnds and aching hearts ? 

What indignation has been felt for 
half a century at the answer given to thoao 
who were gasping for breath in the Black- 
Hole of Calcutta! ^^ The Commander 
^^ was or/e^and ne onedared atsake him /'* 
The Prince had the gout, and the Minis* 
ters did not think it right to report to 
him, that many unhappy prisoners were 
waiting in anxious suspence to kntnr 
his platsure as to their life or death ! 

An attempt has been made to raise a 
Uouse^f^Brttnsvoick cnf in consequence 
of some words uttered by Mr. Brotigham 
a few nights ago. But, all that I shall 
do, vHth regard to this matter. Is to in* 
sert bdow the passage of Mr. Broogham*s 
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speech here alluded to, and the remarks, 
which by Castlereagh and others, have, as 
the news-papers tdl us, been made on it. 
The County of Perih and several other 
parts of ScoUaiid have petitioned /or the 
the income Tax. As to Perth, at the 
head ot which appears to have been the 
Duke oj Aihol, there is little matter of 
surprise. His Grace receives a large sum 
out of the taxes annually ; and, he is too 
just and reasonable a man to expect the 
Ministers to pay him out of their own 
pockets. He is a considerate man, and 
knows that for the government to pay a 
grant, the government must have money 
to pay with. So does George Rose ; and, 
therefore, the conduct of both, upon this 
occasion, has been perfectly consistent : 
much more so than that of those persons 
who arc for large establishments and high 
salaries, to-day, and for low taxes to- 
morrow. But, as so many of the people 
of Scotland have petitioned for the In- 
come Tax, it may not be amiss to see 
what proportion of it Scotland has been 
paying. For the last year 

England paid jfi 1 3,0 1 6,04 1 
Scotland paid 1,255,924 

Now, it is very certain, either that Scot- 
land is a very insignificant country, or, that 
it does not pay its due share of the taxes. 
When we consider, besides, the very large 
share of places and pensions, enjoyed by 
the Scots ; when we consider, that, for 
many years, very large sums of money 
have been paid by England to make roads, 
britlges, and canals in Scotland, while 
such undertakings, in England, are carried 
en by private means, one wonders how 
John Bull can have been such an egregi. 
ons ass as to seem to acknowledge, that 
the people of Scotland are more indusiri' 
ous than he is, and even that their country 
is K finer country I To read the writings, 
published in that seat of all that Is im- 
pudent, mean, corrupt, and perse-cnting, 
Edinburgh, one would imagine, that there 
was neither morality, learning, courage, 
industry, nor wealth in any other part of 
the kingdom than Scotland. It is a fact, 
which 1 hare before stated in detail, and 
from official documents, that England, 
and Ireland too, have been, for many 
years, paying large sums in taxes to make 
canals, Jcc. in order to prevent people 
from emigrating from Scotland. These 
sums hare been granted upon this very 



ground, expressly stated In the reports on 
which the grants have been founded. To 
say nothing, at present, of the folly of 
this, what do you Americans think of its 
justice? What should you think of grant- 
ing the money of the Union to make 
canals in Connecticut to find the people 
employment and to prevent them^ from 
migrating to Indiana ? 

Under any circumstances, at all times and 
seasons, this partiality to Scotland is a sub- 
ject of just complaint; but, the facts merit 
pointed notice, 'when we see a consider- 
able part of that country petitioning/br a 
tax. which has been so loudly condemned 
in England. I have often acknowledged 
the great merits of Scotchmen ; but, I 
will never allow them to have all tho 
merit that e^Rsts in the world ; and, as to 
politics they are In general worthy of 
any thing but imitation. The truth is, 
that the people of Scotland are held in 
a state of vassalage unknown in England. 
The rod of authority reaches, in that 
country, to the very school-masters. 
<* Education," indeed 1 God forbid that I 
should ever see the people of England en- 
joying the benefit of stu^ education ! An 
education that is very well calculated to 
make clever sycophants and excisemen ; 
but which is good for nothing else. 
There are many sound and zealous poli- 
ticians in Scotland ; but, I have never 
met with one of hem, who did not most 
bitterly complaint of the general servility 
of his country. 

I will now return to the Duke of 
Atholy and will speak of his affair with 
perfect freedom; but, I will not do it on 
this side of the Atlantic ! 

Wm. Cobbett. 



« HOUSE OF BRUNSWICK." 

The out-cry which has been made, es- 
pecially in the Courier news-paper, about 
what has been called an attack upon this 
House, merits, at this time, particular at- 
tention. Because, a similar ont-ery was 
set up in 1809, when the Duke of York's 
affair was brought forward by Ma. Wab- 
DLE. I will, therefore, here insert the De- 
bate, in which, as is pretended, the attack 
was made. 
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^' Mr. Brougham. — If the Honse 
(( ihoold agree, as he hoped they would, 
<< to the motion which an Hon. Member 
^ had so properly made, they wou^ ac- 
^< quire the lasting gratitude of the coun-^ 
*^ try. They would for ever deter all 
^' man ia authority from squandering 
*^ the public money. They would shew 
*' that no Court favour could avail any 
*>' person a penny, much less avail him 
« 1000/. a.year :— [Hear, hear, hear !] 
^^ And that to entitle any one to public 
<^ remuneration, he must be actively serv* 
^^ iog the public, and not be the indolent 
^^ holder of an office kept in existence for 
<^ the sole purpose of continuing to him its 
*' salary. [Hear, hear, hear !] He re- 
<^ peated, that if the House consented to 
<^ the motion of the Hon. Member, who 
(^deserved so well of the public by his 
^ having given Parliament an opportunity 
<< to pronounce on this question, they 
^ would be indeed entitled to the con- 
*< firmed gratitude of the country. They 
<^ would prove that it was too late to 
^< allow a system of blind and profligate 
<< expenditure of the public money, found- 
'< ed, not on the public exigency, but on 
'^ Court favoritism alone, to continue for a 
<^ single hour. [Hear, hear, hear I] He 
^< would have those who had access to 
<( persons in high stations remember what 
<^ had taken place in former days. It was 
^< not by squandering one sum, it was not 
^^ by the commisstou of one profligate act, 
^^ it was by the general determination not 
*^ to regard that universal voice from one 
<^ end of the Island to the other, which 
^< loudly cried for retrenchment in the 
(^ smallest as well as in the greatest of the 
^' national expences — it was the turning of 
** a deaf ear to that awful voice of the 
^^ people, which proclaimed ^ there is no 
i' < such thing in England at present as a 
** * trifling or an inconsiderable extrava- 
'' ' gance' — this was the conduct that 
^< threatened the most fatal consequences. 
>* [Hear, hear, hear !] Much better 
** would it be to listen to that solemn 
" voice than to build monuments to the 
<^ descendants of the victims of legitimacy. 
** [Hear, hear, hear !] Much better 
^ would it be, instead of doing honour to 
** that family, to profit by its example; 
*^ [hear, hear, hear!] to recollect, that 
** by thwarting the prejudices, opposing 
^^ the wishes, and pressing on the sore 



^^ places of the nation, they were at length 
^^ ousted from its throne. [Hear, hear, 
<* hear!] And yet their conduct was com- 
<^ paratively harmless and innocent. They 
'' were in a great measure betrayed by tlic 
'^ tenderness of their consciences, by the 
^' nicety of their religious scruples. Far 
<^ otherwise must those be estimated who 
^^ entertain no scruples of religion, who 
^' experienced no tenderness of conscience; 
^^ who, in utter disregard of the feelings 
<^ of an oppressed and insulted nation, 
<* proceeded froih one wasteful expendi^ 
^^ ture to another ; who decorated and 
^^' crowded their houses with the splended 
^^ results of theit extravagance; who as- 
<^ sociated with the most profligate of 
^' human beings ; who, when the jails 
** were filled with wretches, could not 
<^ suspend for a moment their thoughtless 
^^ amusements, to end the sad suspense 
^' between life and death ; who, alone, or 
^^ surrounded only by an establishment of 
'' mercenaries, and unable to trust to the 
^^ attachment of the nation for their secu- 
" rity, yet desired the Honse of Commons^ 
^' to enable them to lavish on their favour- 
'' ites the money wrung from the people 
*^jof England. [Hear, hear, hear ! J 

*< Mr. W. Pole thought that if any 
'^ Gentlemen on one side of the House 
" said that he had no respect whatever 
^* for Gentlemen on the other side, no 
^^ great disposition to candour could be 
^' expected from that Gentlemen. But the 
^^ disposition and principles of the Jjearned 
^^ Gentlemen to whom he alluded could 
" not, he presumed, be doubted, after 
'' what had fallen from him that night,* 
" not merely relative to his Noble Frleud 
" (Lord Castlereagh), but with respect to 
'^ his insinuations regarding the illustrious 
*^ Personage who at present presided over 
" the government of the country. [Hear, 
^^ hear ! on the Ministerial Benches.] For 
" that Jjearned Grentlemen, whose words 
^^ he had taken down, thought proper to* 
" observe, that * the conduct of the House 
^^ * of Stuart was somewhat excuseable, 
'^ ^ because it was the result of religious 
'* * scruples and some tenderness of con^* 
" * science, but that recent conduct pro- 
*' ^ ceeded from those who had no scruples 
" ' or tenderness of conscience whatever.' 
^' Such were the insinuations which, in his 
"(Mr. Pole's) mind were utterly inex- 
" cusable, and left no doubt of the Learn- 
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^^ ed Cr«ntleiiMia'8 meauiDg. [Eear, bear, 
« hear I] 

'' Mr. Brougham (who had been out) 
^^ begged to know whether what had 
^^ reached him with regard to some words, 
<< in allusion to his speech, which had 
^^ fallen from the Right Honourable Gen- 
^^ tieman who spoke kst, was correct ? 
« He (Mr. B.) regretted that he had not 
^ been in his place when those words were 
" used ; but if he had l)een correctly in- 
^^ formed, and he was certain that he had. 
^^ not been wilfuHy nHsinformed, that 
^ Right Honourable Gentleman had said, 
" that he (Mr. B.) from principles whieh 
^^ he bad developed in the conrse of the 
^^ evening, held a hostrle and unfriendly 
^^ feeling towards the illustrious House of 
^ Brunswick. [Cries of No, No !] He 
^' (Mr. B) thought scrch a charge no tri- 
^^ iag one against any public man, and 
^' however humble he might be in public 
^ eatimation, one which he should cot 
^^ submit to. He should'sit down and wart 
<^to hear the explanation of the Right 
^ Honourable Member. 

'^ Mr. Welleslbt Poi.e replied, that 
'^ what he had said was still iu the reool- 
** lection of the House, and he was certain 
^ they would agree in saying, that he had 
^' not used any words in the sense in which 
<< the Honourable and Learned Member 
^* (Mr. Brougham) had just stated. 

*'Mft. Brougham observed, that he 
" was then to underetaod, that the Right 
<^ Honourable Member did not only not 
^< use the words alluded to, but had made 
^< BO allusion as to the unmasking of his 
" (Mr. B.'s) principles. 

** M. WELLB8I.EY PoLE repeated, that 
<^ what he had said was in the recollection 
^^of the House. He had merely observed, 
^f^that from what he had heahl from the 
^^ Honourable amd Learned Gentleman, 
'^ and from the principles which he had 
<^ developed in the conrse of his speech, 
<< he was satisfled at his not agreeing with 
^' th^ measures of his Noble Friend (Lord 
<^ Castlereagh), and he had expressed a 
<^ hope, thit those measures should con- 
^< tinue to be such as should not meet 
^< with that Honourable and Learned 
<^ Member's approbation, bi|t in saying 
&( thus much, he had not meant to accuse 
<< the Honourable and Learned Member 
« of any hostility to the Honse of Bmns- 
<<wick. 



^^ Mn BROUGUAir rose amidst loud 
" cries of " Question,'* and observed that 
" he dhi not wish to delay the H^use un- 
^' necessarily; but the charge which had 
'^ been made, though perhaps of no conse- 
^^ quence to Gentlemen ow the other side, 
^^ was one of importance to him. It was 
'^ also, in one sense, of oonsequeace to the 
'^ House ; for he conceived that if such 
^^ words had been used as those on which 
^^ he had remarked, it was the bounden 
" duty of the House to exert its authority 
'' as on similar oecastons, and to aaimad- 
*' vert stroni^ly on them. [Cries of Spoke, 
^^ spoke! Order,.orderlJ Those words 
^^ htfid been denied, and all he should say 
'^ further on them ivas. Hurt he was as >m- 
^' cere tmd as warm in his aUachmetd to 
^ the House of Brunswick as the Right 
^^ Honourable Gentleman opposite (Mr. 
^' W. Pole) or any of his colleagues, 
^* though he had taken a different method 
^^ of shewi4ig his attachment, by wishing 
" them better advisers. [Hear, hear ! 
^^ and loud cries o( Question, question !] 

^^ Mr* Bankbs, in adverting to what 
'' had fallen from the ktst 8f^ke<r, ex- 
'' pressed his regret at some passages 
^^ which it contained, passages whkh he 
^' himself had doubted at the moment 
" whether he was not bound to animad* 
'^ vert on, and to call for explanation of 
^^ their meaning [Hear, hear, hear! from 
^' the Treasury Benches.] Those words 
^^ to which he alluded had given him 
^^ much pain, because he ielt great respect 
^* for the Honourable and Learned Gen- 
^^ tieman who used them, and who he be- 
** lieved was not aware of their import at 
" die time. 

The Courier, however, not content with 
Mr. BnouauAii's clear and full deelara-* 
tion of his ^^ sincere and wartA attacb- 
" ment to the Houlse of Brunswick ;** not 
being able to forgive him for his descrip- 
tion of an imaginary character, falls upon 
the Learned Gren tieman in the following 
effusion of loyal seal. 

^< That Mr. Brououam could have nt^ 
^^ tered so atrocious a iibel^ or that flit 
^^ Commons of England could have pei^ 
<^ mitted it to be uttered, is impoesiUe* 
'' The thin shelter thrown up by hypothe*- 
^ sis and reference, still teavet thn i 



Digitized by 



Google 



«»3 



Marob 30y 1810. 



[410 



f^ iBg sofalpuble anddicect) that no Jarj 
^5 cookl foil to pronounce the Sovereign of 
^' England to be the party alluded to. 
" He ^has lately ordered a monumenjt to 
^ be erected to the last of the Stuarts, to 
^^ whom his father hiMiHinely allowed a 
^^ yearly sum to render his declioing years 
^f com fpri able. Their example is. held 
** out as a warning to him. They were 
** dethroned, one of them beheaded, for 
^^ conduct liarmless, nay. innocent, com* 
^^ pared wWh that of the RsoeitT) who 
^^ has neither nelfgiooa. scruples, nor te^ 
^ demess of conscience : who oppresses 
^ and iosaltB the nation ; who wastes the 
^ public money in extiHTagance, associ- 
^^ ates with- the most profligate 'of human 
^^ beings, and cannot suspend his amuse* 
'^ meats far a moment to end the sad sns- 
*^ pense between life and death 4)f wretches 
*< crowding our jails (alluding to the de- 
^^ Uy o[ the Recorder's Report) Let 
^^ any man read the passage and doubt If 
^^ he can that the Regent is meant. 
^^ The man voakl be laughed at who 
^^sbonld start a ciottbt on the subject, in a 
^ prira^ company. The libel is not so 
^ much on the public conduct of the Chief 
^^ Magistrate as upon the private conduct 
^^ of the man. He has neither conscience 
^oor religion I His companions are the 
^^^iiiost proiigate of human beings I So 
^^ €oarse and detestable an attack upon 
^^ the Sovereign never was made in Par- 
^^ 1 lament or ont of it before ; upon a So- 
^^ vereigrtj too^ who has conducted this 
^^ cowUry io the higheU 'pitch of glory 
'* and o/* power;— upon a Sovereign eon- 
^^ fined io a sick bed I — It is most brutal. 
^' Can the Commons pass over in silence, 
-** in consequence of a subterfuge, that 
*' which a Jury could not fail of pro- 
^^nouncing a treasonable Hbel? And 
<^ will they still go to the foot of the 
^^ Throne declaring shey are the faithful 
*' Commons of the Crown.? — The vague, 
^^ the wanton, the general nature of the 
^^ charges, admit of no refutation. It 
<^ wouki be to countenance the slcmder to 
^' attempt to aftswer. In imputing this 
^< foul calumny to Ma. Brououam there 
^< is a peculiar malice. He has been the 
*< official adviser of the wife, and, it is 
^^ said, he pretends to give counsel to iht 
^ daughter. He is^ too, the Leader of the 
^ Opj^ltion in the Hause of CommMis, 
<^ 1^ thai Opfl^etitlon which aims at be- 



^< coming' the serMHuto of dMa S»vert%ii 
'' whom he is said to have represented or 
'^ a monster I If such outrages pass with 
" impunity, there is an end of the Con- 
;" stitutiou. If the Sovereign may be 
'' stigmatized as the veriest wretch on the* 
'^ face of the land, away with all respect^ 
^^ for '^ hired Magistrates, ParlianeiitSy 
" and fcings'-r-** No Magistrates': — "Na 
« Taxes''—" The People''— The Mob— 
'' confusion for ever ! 

^^ But when the House* of Commont 
'^ meet, il will, no doubt, rescue itself^ 
" from the suspioion of having sfiffered se 
^' abominable an attack to be made upon. 
" the Sovereign, whose character and per- 
<< son-are by the Constitution held sacred.' 
^^ As for '' the most profligate of fauman- 
^^ beings,'* whom the Rcoei?t makes Mat 
^^ associates, they wili of coftrse look after 
" their own character* Jf Min. B&oi76HAif . 
'{ had used the language so falsely impa#. 
^' ted to him, they would look to him for 
"a disavowal of it. Nay, they would' 
^^ in^st upon his acknowledging that th» 
^' private associates ef the Rsabnt are fit 
*' company for any Gentleman* If they 
^^ did not, they would pronounce their 
*' own exclusion from -society^" 

That the closing part of this effusion of. 
loyalty is intended to rouse up some per« 
sous to shoot Mr. Brougham, or to cut 
his throat, there can be no doubt, but it 
will not answer its end ; for, either there 
are no persons answering to the descrip«- 
tions of Mr. Brougham, or, if there ar& 
any such persons, fighting is the last 
mode, of obtaining vengeance that they 
will resort to. I have a particular dislike ' 
to these House of Brunsteick out-cries* 
They always indicate a bad cause. And, 
indeed, as Mr. Brougham has since ob- 
served, and, as I observed about /en ^eort 
agOy I do not see how a man is to refraia 
from making pretty free with the per- 
sonal conduct and character of any one^ 
whose personal conduct and character 
are brought forwards as grounds for the 
confidence, or the proceedings, of the 
House. If, for Instance, the House were 
asked to grant a sum of money to a king, 
on the ground of the king being a very 
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frugal mlMiAfer of moaey, woqld it be In- 
proper to inqaire iolto the facts^ upon 
which the proposition rested ? In short, it 
clearly appears to me, that, if it be im* 
proper to censure^ it is equally improper 
to praite^ the king in the speeches in par- 
Uaaeat To admit the contmry of this 
would be to make it a rule, that Members 
of parliament are never to open their lips 
about the king, or his family, except in 
the way of praise ; than which nothing 
couM nioro completely stamp them with 
tiie chaiactier of parasites. The author 
and printer of the Examiner news-paper 
(two brothers) were put into separate 
jails for two years, and were loaded 
with beary fines, for publishing what 
was deemed a libel on the Prince 
R^nt. But, this pobilcation was pro- 
Tirfbtd by the Morning Potty which had 
p«t fsurth a string of BM>st fnlsottie fals- 
hoo4s in the way of enlogy on the Prince. 
Now, what was to be dona in this case ? 
Was the eulogy to pass uncontradicted ? 
Was it to go forth as the public Toice ? 
Tet, if to contradict it was to be guilty of 
a libel, forth it must go in that light. 
But, in Parliament^ things are not come 
to this pass. T%ere assertions of any sort 
may be met with contradictions; and, 
therefore, In order to avoid all contests, 
with regard to the king and his family, 
the best way is for the Ministers to make 
no assertions, relative to their character 
and conduct. Praises of this kind should 
be left wholly to that part of the press, 
which is disposed to deal in them ; for 
here, after the example of the Examiner, 
there is no fear of contradiction or cri- 
ticism. — The truth is, however, that, 
amongst other changes for the better, 
dawning upon us in consequence of our 
enlightening miseries, the fulsome and sla- 
vish language with regard to the king and 
his family is fast going out of fashi^. 
<<THE SooereigH'—the FOOT of the 
*^ ihrone — laiying addresies, Sfc at His 
« Mqfestfs FEET— fAe best of kings^ 



** the father of his people — a devoted peo' 
'^plo'-ihe Monarchy— Sec. &c." Which 
are only of about 25 years standing, and 
which are unworthy of an English king 
and the English people, are not now ever- 
lastingly upon the tongues of even the 
servile crew that, at one time, seemed 
to know the use of hardly any other 
words. The apparent success of the le» 
gUisnaies has had an effect, in Englaiid, 
precisely the opposite of what most people 
expected. 



Weights ano Measures. 

A Bill is now in progress through the 
House of Commons, the object of which 
is to establish an uniformity of Weights 
and Measures throughout England and 
Scotland, and it will no doubt receive that 
mature deliberation which its gr^at im- 
portance demands. 

The principle object of this Bill is to 
abolish all the present measures of capa- 
city, that is, all liquid and dry measures, 
and to adopt one uniform measure through- 
out the realm in their stead, which is to 
be ascertained by weight instead of gaug- 
ing as heretofore; thus the weight of 
ICHb. avoirdopoise of pore water, at the 
temperature of 56i degrees, is to be the 
new gallon, and all its divisions and mul- 
tiples to be in proportion. 

This gallon has been found to contain^ 
270,481 cubic inches, which is nearly 20 
per cent, more that our Wine gallon, 5 
per cent, more than the corn or Winches- 
ter gallon, and abont 2 per cent, less thaii 
the ale gallon. 

No alteration is to take place in our 
weights or long measure ; for the latter the 
present Parliamentary yard is retained, 
which is to be corrected, if ever necessary, 
by the length of a peadulum vibrating 
seconds of mean time in the latitude of 
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London. The standard weight h to be 
the pound Aroirdupois^ which is to be 
occasionally adjusted by measures of pure 
water of the aforesaid temperature, being 
equal in weight to 27 cubic inches, and 
six hundred and forty eight thousand parts 
of a cubic inch of said water. It should 
be obserred that the troy pound has been 
hitherto the standard by which other 
weights hare been adjusted, and it was re- 
commended to be continued so by the 
Committee of weights and measures ap- 
pointed by the House of Commons, in 
1758 for the following important reasons, 
^^ Because it is the weight best known 
to our Laws, and that. which has been 
longest in use ; that by which our Coins 
are weighed, and which it best known to 
the rest of the world ; that to which our 
learned countrymen hare referred in com- 
paring ancient and modern ,weight^ ; and 
that which has been dirided into the 
smallest proportions of parts.'* — See 
Kelfy'i CkmMii^ Vol. Lp. 15. 

The reason giren for adopting the 
Aroirdupois, instead of the Troy Stand- 
ard, 18 not noticed in the bill ; but in the 
report of the committee, printed last year^ 
it is stated to be, because a cube foot of 
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pare water, of the abore temperature 
weighs 1000 ounces Aroirdupois. This 
weight howeTer as well as that of the gal- 
lon might be with equal, perhaps with 
superior accuracy, expressed and recorded 
in troj grains. 

This new system is to commence on the 
d4th June, 1816. All bargains, sales, 
and contracts made in Grtot Britain must 
be effected accordipg to the abore stand- 
ards^ nnder the penalty of forfeiture, that 



is of making null and Toid all bargains of 
articles measured with a different stand- 
ard. Serere penalties are likewise an- 
nexed to other misdemeanours relating to 
this new system ; but it is probable that 
this bill will undergo many ehanges and 
modifications before it is finally carried 
into a law, and it may therefore be pre* 
mature to enter minutely into particnlars. 
It may be obserred that a uniformity in 
weights and measures has been cansider* 
ed of the greatest importance in all com- 
mercial countries, and yet in no large 
nation has it been erer fully established^ 
except in France; and though this nni* 
formity was enforced by the strong power 
of an arbitrary goremnest, it required 
many years to carry it into general effect, 
nor is it yet fully established. Hence it 
may be inferred that one year, as allowed 
in the proposed bill, will not afford snffi« 
cient time for preparation; and as we 
hare no experience of so important a 
change, we cannot form any accurate esti* 
mate of the great trouble, expense, confu* 
sion and litigation which must ineyitably 
occur daring the period of aReration« Not 
only in our Excise Customs, Shops, Inns^ 
and Public Houses, 8cc. but almost in 
CTery prirate house throughout the king- 
dom must changes be made; eyery pewter 
pot must be melted, eyery measure altered, 
and therefore the bill will require not 
only great considerations in its plans and 
proyisions, but likewise much indulgence 
in its execution, particularly In the early 
stages of its adoption. Nor will the 
change of yessels or measures be the only- 
object of discontent and suspicion, but an 
alteration in prices must likewise follow. 
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▼jiich wUlopea a door to erery kind of 
fraud and impositiOD. 

Upon a question of such Tast import- 
ance it is natural to think of other plans, 
or tiioofi^, for eflFecting a measure which, 
though produatiTe of much tempotary in* 
ooDTeoience, may ultimately lead to per* 
manent advantage. The trouble and ex- 
pence would certainly be very considera- 
bly diminished if our present wine gallon 
bad been adopted as the standard, and its 
weight cobid be ascertained with as madi 
accuracy as the new standard gallon ; noh 
does the adyantage of a round number 
seem at all to equal the couTenience of 
adopting some vessel already established, 
and making ill the rest conform to it* 
The qaeitioh will likewise very naturally 
occur, if a great change is about to take 
place, why not adopt the decimal system 
and standard as recently estabUshed in 
Prance, and which- is uni?ersally allowed 
to be the*tno'st simple and cohf enient sys- 
tem ever dayFsed. The mercantile world 
would find great advantage in svdi an 
Assitnilatloa^ as it must greatly faoilitato 
the commercial operations between the 
two countries, and other nations would 
probably follow an example so worthy of 
imiTersai adoption. The decimal system 
irould likewise greatly shnpUfy our ntfitt 
jreglriatious^ if any chaoge in the staadard 



of our coins should be deemed adnseable 
and a corresponding change might be easilX 
mide in their weight. 

This que^on whidi is of such ittimeiis# 
magnitude does not appear to hate yet ex- 
cited that attention or inquiry which its 
importance demands. If it be good for 
England and Scotland, why not extend it ' 
to Ireland, which is so intimately con* 
nected in comma-cial as well as political 
interconrsc, all other British colonies to« 
should be included. 

Thus,' it appears in. eteny tiew, partial 
and defectiye, and calculated only ;ta in- 
crease the confusion and fraud .which it 
proposes to remedy. 

The history of weights and n)easures 
sufficiently shows the great difficulty of 
undertaking to equalize them, or eren to 
alter any usage that custom has established, 
for th^. regulation of property. Jt is well 
known that merQ t^n thirty acts of parli- 
ament haTO passed to enforce i^ uniformity 
of Corn measures, and all without effect* 
Hence it is that much time and alteratiohs 
hare been bastowed on the subject ia 
e? ery age by learned indiriduals, sodetles, 
and Parliaments, but hitherto their plant 
have proved abortive, and their attempts 
impracticable. 

* A. B. 
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TO THfi 

Pi«»i.m Of WB United St^tn or 
AMcaiCA. 

LETTER VII. 

J^Afi Bull dangerous^ UL — Hu disorder 
deicri^ed, — ComuUaHon of P^si- 
cumi. — Their divers opimons as to the 
causes #>/ the disorder^ and as to the 
most proper remedies. — Sf^jfness of the 

' Pk^stedans in giving their prescript 
tions. — Theprobtd^le termination of the 
disorder. 



Is ipito of aU y o«r anger against John 
Bill on acoonnt of the proceedings of 
Copt Henry in peace, and on acconat oi 
tkese of tlie Cookranea and Cookbimui 
itd Eomm in var, m ieMled fai are 
mnofaU^ ^ fcpoaftion'' of tkibmrnfy 
181§) I eame i Mp hoping, and, indeed, 
Miering, that yon still ha? e a sort of 
sneaking kindness towards the Old 6en- 
deaaa ; nnd that^ having before heard of 
his illness, yoo will be aniioos to knov 
how he is bow, what is the nature of his 
comphdnt, and what hopes his medical 
fHendft haTO of his reoof ery. But, be- 
fore I proceed to giro yon information as 
to these matters, I cannot refrain from 
obsenring, how the Cossack Priests and 
CkTemor Strong and John*s friends at 
Hertford and Essex and Mr« Goodloe 
Arper and Jndge Martin and Mr. Otb 
and Mr. Timothy Pickering and my old 
friend the talking and wise Mr. John 
Randolph of Vit^ia ; I cannot help 
^serving how these worthy personages, 
together with all the whole body of the 
Mew Ibigland Noblesse, Grand Crosses, 
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Commanders and all, mast hare been 
astouffdedy when they first heard John's 
illness announced through the Speech^ 
in his owft pariiamettt. They bad, indeed^ 
heard me predict his illncs: ; but they, I 
dare say, like their fellow loyalists on 
this side of the water, compared my pre« 
dictions to the croaking of a rafen^ or 
the howling of a do^, or the screeching 
of an owl. They have, nercrlheless, come 
out true, at last ; and, as it is certain, that 
Old John is in a very dangerous way, his; 
friends most be anxious, not only to hear 
how he is at present, -but what are the 
hopes of his recovery. I shall, there- 
fore, give them and you an acconnt of a 
recent consultation of his phjfsicians^ 
stating the opinions of each of them as 
to the cause of his illness and also as to 
the remedy to be applied. 

The diaofder of this Cemitay^ or, to 
drop figure, the disirase which preveik^ 
has been before described to yon. It is 
of a moit extcasiru nature It has 
plunged more than one half of the nation 
into deep steering. But, '0/ the nature 
of the distress we hare already seen 
enough in former Numbers; thoogh we 
roust listen to a little more npou the sub* 
ject by and by. 

The debate, or, rather consuliaiioHy 
which took place in St. Slephen^s Chapel 
on the 28th of Mardi desenres pariicalar 
attention. You werU before informed, 
that Mr. WasTipiy (a Member for the 
County of Essex) had brought forward a 
list of resolutions upon the distresses , of 
the Country. These Resolutions, toge- 
ther wHk my comnlents on Uiem^ you will 
find in No. \% of this Volume; that is to 
say, nndiT date of 23d of March. On tho 
28rh Ihc House went iuto a Committee on 
O 
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tlMM «l9Qlution«f Q«re it was tbat t^e I the coMniry ^|is Tefy ^f|rQ)tfig> be-said 
Members gave their opinions, relati? e to that the primary cause was an accuibnla« 
tha caa^^ of the compl^nt ai)«l to the tiiui of oro4tK€i b^pqd tjie 4eq^iid ; 
r^m^ ff^f^ H ^ ^W^isA* I ttnuiow th^ tbi#> prx^dni^ed a. ijail yL^^tuua^ that 
alMiiil) in the first place^ to (;ive you a foli produced a diroinutloB ol the qoaotily 



brkf analysis, of what o4<^h speaker said ; 
then, Tshatl endeavour to shpw you what 
the points of difiereiice, in their opinions, 
are, as to cause and as to remedif; and, as 
I go along, I shaH throw into Notesy an 
aceouat of the character of each speaker; 
for, as I mean to make you all well ac- 
quainted with what is doing here, and of 
the veal state of things, yon ought to 
know the adorg, I shall, therefore, in 
the form of Notes, gire you an account 
of the character, stiite of life, seat, &c. of 
wety mftn, to whose words I refer. 

Ma. LTTTLrroKf (Sec Note A) opened 
the discussion, by obserriog, that a pcti- 
tfOQ, on the sul^ect, had been presented 
from tl|9 County, of Worcester, complain- 
ing of eitnivagance in the public expendi- 
ture; calling for oeconomy ; (lisapproving 
o^ expending, in s^b a time a^ this, large 
sums upon public buildings and in the 
piirdiaso iFf works of art, praying for 
the aboHtion of sinecures, and for a chpck 
on tbe Civil List exiieDces; ami, finally, 
(kpreeaUng aU Merfertnce in the polkif 
of ciher ku^domtt-^lhn is quite new 
language alto^e titer ^ but, iJti& laH senti«- 
ment is ioTalnable as -coming from a meet- 
]ng[ of tbe wbule county of Worcester, 
Nobles, Clergy, and all, who, as you will 
perceiye, now express the yery senti- 
in^ls^ t«Aiic& ih$^ Sacobim e^^evej^ in 
I74at In MkQ petiUoo of Wiltshire due 
sima stAtimnMa are conti^iuad (Sea No. 
13 this Vol.>;. in that of Somersotsiiire, 
Mfddleaei) and ttie Citf of I«d«d(^ th^ie 
s#iilteeo|i aire oehoied and re^^u^hoed; 
but^ ill Vnti of Somerselshire there is a 
prayor^ that out aAiww may uoA be per- 
patuataA hf' mnmm Mk cf Sdom and 

MiuWjm^aaiXD) thenf<^owod Mr. 
Ly tUiston. After spying tlmt tiic state of 



of paper.money in circulation ; Ibat from 
these causes a transfer of property hod 
taken place from the lar^p&yen to the tax 
rectfhere. Tkeii^ as to r«mb9T, be waited 
the Malt Daty further reduced, wanted 
the duty tak eft off. BogUsh Spirits, and 
wanted such duties imposed as would pre- 
vent the importation of com, wool, tas*- 
seed, rapa»seed, clover and otber soeds, 
all which, except com, are now fru^ly 
imported according to law«— I cannot 
refrain from obserring here, that, if Hiis 
opinion about the transfer of property be 
not perfectly correct, I must be oontent 
to pass for an ass, ha? ingatated it, urged 
it, and re-urged it, of er and orer again, 
at 4^fierQni times, Cos the last 12 years ! 
Trotk «fi»t pipevail first or }ast--^Hr« 
WESTSttif coaciuicM} wttk tli^ foUowint 
motion : ^^ that tl|e cofisai^pt)^ of Bar- 
^< ky, aiid, coasequtntly, t|Nii4f<mipd lor 
'^ it, vere ?«ny malefiftUgr r^^lagBad by t9h# 
^^ sa n ass i T^ duties^ to vibich. it f«a a«ab« 
*'\ jactfid, and thtU th^s0 4i$tw o«ii^ tp b€ 
'\M'epoakfk'' 

Ma. BaAK p (C) caoe uaaA*. Ha b^pMi 
b]( a^des^riptfoii o{ ti» dis^«i«ia, wiUeh. 
P«BTailef^ and wbl^ daftari^iw I wUI 
gifit y«i»iu Ui imn.9^r49.,' heoaiiip I wish 
Gi>?«au#r Stsofig a^^ pataoBs O^Mia 
and, Parish and 6»r4iiier. t# kp^ H^ 
dusorl^ptiM of '^fitf mopfd'^ 1$^ hpj^"' 
frois the lipf of ti¥>4^,. ^tw^af atataamiU 
th«Qr #i41 not CTM affaali to d«nbt. V^ 
da uoi doubt my mw4 ; ib»^ tlyy afcct 
tod^it, Th^siiaH^OMOiefMiiWiT^ilie 
deacriptiou, in Uiis^ $os|iikv^ Uo>sfk %br. 
BaANO, a niauaper fbr Hm Comty of 
Hertford. Uasai^thal<^H^M9J^'a 
<^ Ministera were aat awiire oC>t!^ djslMSi 
<< which prevailod throughout tba a^iwi- 
^^ ifj^ TJie alanainf aod CKtraofdaifry 
^< suffariiigi of tjus lower olasiaa 
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^* etcila ttie^fwpatkj of «Ti^ry veil con* 
^< sb'fniedt »ii|d* No a^diilooal prlva- 
^< tioBB oou44 be d««wp4cd gi them ; and 
^ iHilesi tti^ pmi eut difti^ss wer^imm^^ 
^* diai^tg r^iievedy Ihey Buist|px«a onder 
<< w^Dls ftt wmah every good man muat 
*« ceTolt. /itf Aoc^ anUdpaUd In tiie 
*< hoarse of last S^iM, tiia ^iioation to 
^^ -whieii tho igfitfuUoral labonrers woold 
^ be reduf^, and ePBry thing which he 
<^ had then tentorcd' to express as a roat- 
^^ ter of proph«cy, had mtualttg com9 Uf 
^^pOiiU The time had arrived when the 
^ ooenpttfon of h^nd had 1>cen smpendi'd, 
^ 'Kh«re wero wmiy pairts of the rich 
^^ eovntic^- m wMqh. ^o agricultural 
^^ daaees lahot^rod nvvder a state of (\\^ 
*^ ffps9 n^hieh mo^ rwiike heart of ev^ry 
*< p€nom /4flf ¥«f capqbl^ of fuiing^ He 
^ could sM^ miM'y ^acte to the Hovse 
^^ wbicb had eotne (or hiis pergonal kno^ 
^^ IbdgB, and* httd reocjved variouf com^ 
^^ mnnieatfiona on thetiihiMt, whkh de. 
^ inimdid' the most aeritMis attention. A 
^^ migitteate ef the greatest respecta- 
^ bilUy, In on^ of the niost op^tent parts 
•« of'QitoibrMgeshMe^ had sent him a let- 
^* ter tlwC moPttiMgf in whi«h he stated 
^^ the eslfttit of tk^e dktn^ thai preraaled 
f^ among the lahonring daeses. Ho would 
«^ talbe tht; ifhetty of reading the following 
«f oa#ratl;r ^ ( am sure yon will not be 
^*' ^tmpnUds liCter iirlmt I mentioned on 
^^ f a fotmer occasien, to h^ar the dis- 
^ f taiSses o^ thaiQ who are engaged in 
^ « agiieettn#al 'fMmnito in ihi?^ neigh- 
«f ^ benthood. Only tfA^Az/nr^ctf £( Jay is 
^^ ^ ghcq to atrongf healthy^^ mg^ men, 
***wiio arO' eapj^le of the greatest 
*^ * laUlnr** (H^ttr^ ketir !) Dret^tful as 
<^ tbb sittfatkm was, hf ftnre4 m mucf^ 
^f tsorid *!«/<? of iWi^r*.— Sh^^rtly be- 
<* fore he left the eountry, a respectable 
^ f<^fmer* reaidiag on that f^pot whi^h 
^« Gamdea had cfi^led the garden of Eng- 
*^ Und, eame taask bis advice respecting 
>^ the paymea^ of poors? nUee ; he wait 
' Hie tH^ wmnipii^g ^UrtxtUf w» that 



^part of ikfi eot^/ry, and had become 
" chargoabie with aH the pooTs* rates of 
" the parish. When he was asked where 
" th» other occupiers were, he repUed, 
^^ that they had been obiiged to abandon 
^^'their £srms, and the laodhrdf would 
" not occupy the land^ leH they should 
" become liable to (he rat^s. He was 
^< told, that, under these circomstanpcji, 
f^ he must bear the bnirtben. ^ Out, praj 
" * tell me,* said he, ^ whcu I Icaro my 
" * farm, wh^t is to boeomq of tjie poor ?* 
** I rq>licd^ * They most s:o to the n^glu 
*< < bouring parishes.' This had been the 
^^ fact ; but as* the surrounding pariiih^ 
*^ were unable to suataia this crowd of 
^^ transfer, the poor had spread- th^tij-^ 
" selves Quty and occmi^n^d de^nlation 
" aad diUrcss uher€;Kr they proc^(/ed, 
'^ This circumstance alpnc' ^snst con- 
^^ rince the Committee ^ th^ at^polotj^ 
*^ necessity of applying ipme mmdM^ 
<' reli4(fy or thia country would, in a very 
*^ short period, be reduced to a sitnatioo 
^^ in wbidi it would bo tm]}ossitle to Ofiply 
^* a remedy.'* — Now, paraoii J^arikh^ 
what do you think of this ? When you 
and your fellow-labourers were forming 
procesxions ; nhen you were joining with 
<he Russian Consul and other friends t^ 
*^ Social Order*' in putting up thapku 
giving for the entry of those Social befngs^ 
the Cossacks, into Paris ; when yon wera 
cbaouting> yrith sweet nasal twangs the 
prataea of John Pull's Masters, and call* 
ing ihem ^^ the Bulwark of Religion,*' 
did yon suppose, that they would brii^ 
things to this pass? Did you sappose, 
that all the sacrifices of blood anid tr;^. 
sure, which John was making, wonld 
yield him this sort of reward ? If you 
did sup|H>se so ; if you did expect to seo 
Ihe Knglinh people plunged into all this 
misery, in consft^nce of the war, yoa 
ought to be counted amongst our most 
rruel enemies; and, if yon did not 
expert it, you must be men too shallow, 
too weak, in short, too foolish, to martt 
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any degree of public confidence in future. 
This result, or consequence, of the war, 
is a sad blow to the Hertford Convention 
^hd cundhg trifie of Benevolents^ who, 
Vl(h ihe word beuerolertce on their lips, 
liave been, for years, applauding measures 
of the uiost Jttrocious and craci nature 
knd tendcuey. l^^j^ this description of 
^)6rson8 in Ahierica, by the eocourage- 
neot ^hich their language and acts gare 
^o the enemies of freedom in Buropc, hare 
really A portion of our present sufferings 
\o an^«r for. Their newspapors (the 
only ones which reached England from 
America) wfcre quoted by our hireling 
press; the scntimonts, which (hey con- 
tained, sentiroenti always hostile to free- 
dom, were flung In our faces as a proofs 
^hat er>en the people of America were on 
the side of the war that our gOTernment 
wttf carrying on. Thp amount of ihe 
nbthief that those men did in this way is 
not eM\y otlculated ; but, it is certain 
that the extent of the mischief they did 
us bad no other limit than that of their 
|K>wer ; and, I am quite satisfied, thitt I 
e^^ whenever it shall be ihoaght worth 
while, prove to the conriction of any 
unprejudiced miiid, that, to the aristocrats 
of America, and to them alone, we owe all 
that part of our Debt which was created 
by the last American war, and to them 
t)oth countries owe the shedding of rivers 
of blood. It was the opinion, thai the 
American Government had secretly leagued 
tsith Napoleon to destroy the nttval power 
of England; it was this opinion imbibed 
in England that made thepeople of Eng- 
land really can for that war, and for its 
continuance after Mardi 1814. And, the 
firm belief in this charge against the 
American goremment we owed io the 
*^ B^nefDoienf^ priata of that country, 
which were constantly quoted by our 
hireling press, and which finally pro- 
duced and prolonged the war. So, par* 
son Parish, you ace, that you haVc a good 
ideal to aasver for ; and, really, when 



you now hear whole counties of ^< Hte 
^* fast-anchored Islt^ now putting forth 
the sentiments, which your opponenfa 
hare ail along held. If your ehatne be 
Khle, yoar impudeaoe must be moo* 
strously great. Not, telnd^ that I am 
disposed to riMctde your'appellatioii of 
^' the fast-anchored Isle \^ but, the tfuth 
is, that it was not to EngUmd that you 
fsl t attachment. It was te^ the cause and 
the efforts, which iirere hostile to^freedem ; 
and to these y6u Mt attachment, because 
they favoured your own views of religious 
domination and of political rereoge aad 
ambition. — From thb dig fes e iew I preeeod 
to Hie REiCfioTof Mt. BtiAiM», who wished 
for duties on wool and seeds imported ; 
also a change in the poor-laws; and further 
for something to be done ubovkt iytkesy 
which he ealM ^< « detihsUive im^ 
pest,** — Stop with ne here, a nottent. 
Parson Gaudiner; and, let me recal to 
your Aind, that, when the war against 
the republicans of France was began, the 
Clergy in Kugiand were ameogst the 
loudest in its feTOUr. ' Naf, it n well 
known, that the cause was said to be 
more peculiarly the cause of the Church. 
It Is also well knewn, thai tke Cletgj 
hare all along been most Maloaa in. sup- 
port of the war; thht they aniSously 
sought the restoration of the Bourbons in 
France, with their long litter of priests tit 
their heels; and, that, mow when the 
work of hutoherlDg PrtvtestoBta Ima re- 
commenced, not one single meettiig of the 
Clergy of the Church of England has been 
held upon the subject. Well, Parson 
Gardiner, is it not eurioM, that driseame 
war for << Social (Mer and oar Bely Re. 
ligion** should hare produced it atate of 
things, which induce even -Members of 
parliament to call lythes a <^ deitrucHve 
imposty^ aad aerioaslf to propoae to d^ 
something aboat theulf Is tMs not a 
curious thing ? flere is the nation in a 
state of shocking distress in oonsfqueace 
of the Debt created b/ the war. The 
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mar^ then, hat produced tkeckmg dis- 
tress; and^ ooe of the pi:opo8e4 remedies 
b, to give relief to the farmer on the 
score of tythes^ which are called a *^ «/e- 
strucfive imposi,** Do jou net think, 
Mr. OsoooDB) dial yoor Rerercnd bre- 
thren in this country may soon l^ led to 
think) that they were not so rcry wise, 
when they urged on (he war for the 
Bourbons? For my part, I care little 
about the tytfies. I know that it is fal- 
ladous to view them hi the lifht of a de- 
stroctiTe iaipost : but, if << the friends of 
Social Order and our Holy Religion" 
haye a mind to yiew them m that li^ht, 
upon my honour I hare no objection to 
it, and am quite willing to leave the So* 
cial Order people and the Clergy to Bet* 
tU the natter in theit own w^^ being 
Ter^ certain^ that, do what th^ will, and 
do it when they will, that which they will 
do will, in the end, be beneficial to the 
cause of freedom all over the world. 

LoEi> LacELLcs (D) spoke next after 
Mr. Brand. Be said, that the cause of 
the distress wa$ the alteration in the 
value of the Currency. He objected to 
duties on wool imported, on account of 
the hijury it wonld do to manufacturers. 
The best reUef was a reduction of taxes j 
he said; bat that be did not think, that 
anch good could arise from the tii/#r- 
Jerence of the House, which^ notwith. 
standing the notions that preyailed, 
** was not omnipotetU:^— In which last 
opinion I most heartily concur Nrith' his 
Xrf^rdshlp; but, I humbly presume tabe* 
lieve, that the parliament has the power 
to reduce the taxesj and, I will venture to 
assure the Noble person, that, if it would 
1>ut reduce die taxes to about 30 millions 
a year, it mi^ safely separate termor, 
row, and leave the people to re-start in a 
career of prosperity. 

CoL. Wood fE) Member for Brecon- 
shire, followed Lord Lacclles. He 
agreod, that the principal cadsb of the 
distress was the aUeraiion in the currency. 
His aniBDiEs were the taking the tax off 
salt^And imposing duties on cheese im- 
ported. He did not approve of taking 
off the duties on English spirits ; he, op 
the contrary, wished them to be added /o, 
that more beer might be used. He 
praised the measure of reducing the Malt- 
Tax; said that the people of England 
leved beer yery much, and would now be 
' enabled to get more of it than they had of 



late years. He wished the tax to' be 
taken off the riding horses of little far- 
mers ; and he expresse<f his beHef, that 
some new measure about tythes wvold be 
favourable to reUgi^n ; knd, that it was a 
pleasing roflcctioo, t^t peace was now 
come to give us leisure to attend to these 
domestic affairs. — I give my hearty' as- 
sent to the oropositiott of the gtlljhit Co- 
lonel, that tne people are (Ixtremaly food 
of beer, especially jf a large proportion 
of malt be employed in the uianuftcture 
of it ; and, if he can but as easily obtain 
the assent of the Clergy to the prbposT*. 
tiou, that doing something tlbont ii/tkes 
would be favourable to religion^. I shotiid 
really begin to hope, that the House* 
would soon enter upon the remedy of 
parliamentary reform^ without which, I 
am fully persuaded, that the country -!^11! 
go on from bad to worte. * *- - • 

Mr. CuRWfiM (F) began byptonomK-^ 
ing a high eulQgittip Jon the diligence {^ut 
accuracy, which his honourable Trlend,^. 
Mr. Western, had shown in the cotlec- 
tion of his information, amf on fKe gteat 
ability which he had dhlp/layed In-iaying 
it before the Hoiise; but^ he was sorry 
to say it, be differed from hi$ honourable 
friend both with regard to the cause of 
the distress and to the remedy ivhich 
ought to be applied. He said, that th0re 
was no surplus produce ; that the dAtrsE 
was the withdrawing of a large pwrt of 
the paper^money lately in circulation; 
that this, and this alone, caused prices to 
fall. His REMEDY : a loan, from the go^ 
vemment to the farmers^ of 1 4 thilKons: 
the loan to each farmer not to exceed 
half a year's rent : the government to hay e 
joint security of landlord and tenant. 
He agreed, that Mr, Wcsterti's pawning 
plan might do as far as related to London 
and its vicinity. Wished for a radical 
change in the poor-laws ; and wks vtry 
desirous to see some measure adopted 
about tyihes, — When I came to Mr. Cur. 
wen's name, immediately after the speech 
of Colonel Wood, who had so highly ex- 
tolled the taste of the people for beer^ I 
expected to hear the ColdnePs dectrhied 
most ably controverted, the former gen- 
tleman having vi^ritten and published a 
book of considerable bulk, the chief ob- 
ject of which iSj^to conyince the people 
of England, that strong beer Is a yery bad 
beyerage, and that milk If the drink, to 
which they ought to stick ftna the first 
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to, the last moment of their existence. 
Wiietin^r tils geatleman win oblain the 
loq^njor us from jgoircrnmrnt, 1 know 
not \ hut, I am sure he will fail, if his ar. 
guments in fa?our of thu foan do not 
proTC igorc sttccessfut ttiart his arguments 
in faTOur of milk, as a substitute for beer ; 
for, having aclually tried the force of the 
book upon mofe (nan a dozon of my 6«.'r- 
vants, at different times, I am able to 
•tale j)bsilively, tdat^ though I read it 
with all, the emphasis that I am master of, 
there was .not one man of them who did 
not, at the end of the lecture, laugh irt my 
lace.— ^'fhere uas one ubservijtibn of Mr. 
CuBWEN which calts for a Vittle notice 
here. He said, that Ijte once saw, in 
yorrolk;(at Norwith) ]00 farmer s, who 
^ere worik from 5,000/. to 30,000/. 
eacl^' ^^ Proud sight!" exclaimed he; 
*_' such as no other country can prisent!*' 
-*— Wi^hi all due deference for the superior 

J'ud^meut and taste of the proposer of the 
pan ojf 12 millions and the author of the 
^Dcomiuip on milk, I beg leave to ^ay, 
that kdi^r witii him in opinion with re- 
gard to uie tight here meiitlonid. I do 
not stop my yiew at the great, fat, rosy. 

fill'd farmer, in England^ aiiy more tfian 
would at the not less grealt, fat, and 
rosy-g^Il'd Monk in Spain or Portugal. 
When I see a great farmer, I know that 
\^ has from 40 Co a 100 poor wretches of 

fimpcrSy or of hdlf starved labourers, at 
ome; and, if he were to bfi'ng all these 
with their rags and long beards and lank 
^i^s and sifrtk eyes and scabby heads j 
if the 100 farmers, whom IVtr Curwcn 
caw at. Norwich, had brought their five or 
six thousand of these poor creature^ ^long 
with them, the "*4r^/'* wonld not have 
tifeen so Very "prouc/,'* though, as I veri- 
ly believe, it would have been a sight to 
be seen " in no other country on carfh ^^; 
t)!iiJiVs to the war, by which ^e have re- 
stored the bourbons and loaded our- 
fclves with 60 millions of taxes a year. , 
|n«tekd of tWse 100 Engltsh farmers, with 
their £ivo or six thousand of miserable 
"wretches left at home, 1 should prefer 
^00 American farmers, not worth more 
than ijPOOl. any one of them, but who 
would leave no miserable wretches at 
home..! should think this a much prouder' 
j^fA^; and so, 1 am persuaded, would 
Mr. Curwen, if hC could but see ft. ! 

Jltn. LsisuK Fosteh l[G)*sard Wfe were; 
atrrivcd at aditei/ima ; that we must sub- 



mit to a ^ibfractionfrdht iBritish Vapilat^ 
of continue to contend against the low 
prices of for^tgn mafket^. His reUci^t 
was an excludon of foreign "com. 

^iti JoM?> Newport (tl) said the 
cAu^E of the (H^tress was the^ Jfrenr fond of 
ttixes, liis kTiMF.bY non-impottation of 
agricultural produce, especially #o<j^. 

Mr. Vrtu (f) «»Id, that, great aJi the 
distress was In England, it ^%^'httU great ^ 
erin Ireland^ where nA relief H'hatever had 
been given. He stited no cat^*e ; but his 
KKMBOY was a preference of th^e produce 
of Irilaiid before the produce ^i other 
countries; and was happy f* State that a 
bill was about b be hfod^t in td "protect 
tr^elattd agaiAst the import^tkiii df foreign 
butter. 

Ma. RoirxsON (K) made k %peecK, io 
wMdi his principal bbj^ct apjiear^ tb be 
to prt-pare the ground Xat^n^clingM tb% 
propositions relative to a ^^^ to int' 
portation. He saTd, that, If this sdieme 
were acted upon to any considerabfe ex- 
tent, It would cot u|) commerce by the 
roots. He thoVTghl thftt Mr. Western's 
arguments in favour 6( non-iihportation 
w'ere fallacious, and S^duld appear so 
upon examinatidt^. — Mr. HoBfNSty^r was 
right ; buf, they had1)ech eitatniricd Jiw my 
I*o. It of this Volume J that Is to say, in 
the Numbclr of ttrd 6f Mkrth; and^ if 
exartiin€«d to the aid of ttme,ldefy aiiy 
one to show the fallacy of the propositions 
in a muct* cTeanr oit stronger fijihf. In- 
deed, the Resolutions startdYhei^ Convict- 
ed df total ineffitaey, ex^c^i^t that which f 
allowed to be eflScaclo'as ; namely, /JVc 
taking off of taten on Matty provide fhey 
were not i'mposed on any other ai^tides, 
or in any other shaj)e. 

Mr. FftA^rkLAVrt LtViS (1:*) Wgkn by 
tegvettinglhftt hi^h6n66rab*e ft-iend, #ho 
spoke last, (and who i§ at the head of Chb 
ISoard of Trade) veenfii^ to h6ld otit no 
hope of any tiling b*i^!fig ftitcdded, by ih© 
ministers, tO lie done rorttie rtkletests of 
agrlculiore. This giu'^e him gr^At uneasi- 
ness, thotigh hd did not pretend to itn- 
piiie blame. ** ffe wdnM,** b* saM, *• en- 
** treit the l!6as1?, ho^V^ef, not 10 let 
" the agrieoltnr^, thb hiairt ititer^st of the 
«* state, fill tnfb dccfay, %ii1idiit deHbe- 
" rately cotrsMertWg every nieftsare that 
* tnijght arert stteh a asl*tnity. h was 
^ n6t ihik *or fhat feritfeh'df tnanttfactilres, 
^ it was rfd\ ^pitHrtelds oi Cdvfentry, 
^^ <(Fho&€ existence was at stake: it was 
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<< that of EiHsUnd k^el/» to wkich all 
^^ otfier interests were mere appcnifages. 
*^ The question was^ whether the land- 
^^ owners of EngUivd shall be rcdticed to 
^^ the lowest rank in (h« scale of society. 
^^ If tbey were«pressed down to the earth, 
*< then.wouid perish the safeguards of the 
<< CoDstitution — the frameof the whole of 
<^ English society; and, though the Ian- 
** |(•^g0 might remain, Engiand would 
*^ never be again thai for zrhich she had 
^' been admired* (IIkar, Hbau!) He 
^^ had aiizioitsly listeneil to all (hat had 
^^ beea said in the Committee; and he 
'^^ roust say^ that if ever there was a re- 
^^ narkable coincidence of opinion on all 
^* sides of the j^ouse, it was manifested on 
^^ the present occasion. Here the Hon* 
^^ Gentleman briefly enumerated (he can- 
^^ ses to which the agricultural distresses 
^^ might be ascribed, concluding with (he 
^^ more recent or^c of the withdrazcing of 
^^ the comtiry-bwik circulation, lie had 
^^ Ksteaed aniiously to his Hon. Friend, 
^^ eipecting to hear some obserfations 
^^ from him on the money circulation of 
^^ the country. — \V hen attention was di- 
^^ rected to this topic, it would naturally 
<^ Qccer, that from the distress prcvailii^ 
y among the farmers, there was likely to 
^^ be a diminished supply and consequent 
^^ high prices^ This was not a consola- 
^^ tory pros|)ect to the people, though un- 
^^ doabtedly a remedy would in this way 
^^ be afforded to the agricultural interest. 
*' But theo,/rom the altered value of our 
'^ currenqjf^ there uere no meant of obtain- 
** ing relief. He calculated that the 
*^ price of wheat had fallen aithin these 
^^ fife years from lOOs. per quarter to 
^^ 50 shillings. Of this fall in price he 
>^ ascribed SO per cent, to the altered 
'* fakie. of oar currency, which had now 
^^ lisen nearly ta its own standard, and 
^^ the other 30 per cent, to the fall in the 
^^ real valueof^e commodity, occasioned 
*^ by peace and other circumstances. — 
^^ /riM this^ he tcould OMk^ to be the per- 
^' manent $taie (if thit\gi ^ This was by 
^^ far the wMt important part jof the pre-- 
^^ sent discMsiom. The fall in the real 
'^ ¥»lae of ffuisL was a matter beyond the 
^^ rc^ukitioB 4»f th^ iioose ; but the fall 
^^ of f rice) to tlic an^unt of twenty per 
^^ ceDt. ooc(uioned by the rise in the value 
<< qf our curreiaqy, , was the point to 
^^ w4iich the atteoiioa of the Lc^lature 



^^ ought to be mainly dtrprted, m beht^ 
** zciihin its control! . He wouTd cohjure 
*' Ministers and IIip ritniat! not fa Ipith 
*' the country at si^a, (he xport of 0iig 
" most dangerous f^s/er/t. The depriTin- 
'*.tion of cur/cncy was not attrmled with 
^* the same hazardous con^yquHtces un. 
*' der the despotic go rernvncnt of the Con- 
*^ tinent as with us. What th(?se j^oTd^n- 
" ments once did in aJitIti?rating and 
** depreciating the currently of their re^ 
" spectife states couM not again be im* 
*^ done, and hence all con tracts acCom- 
*^ modated themseWes to the change, tn 
"^ this way the value of the ruble iii 
^* Russia had been depreciated from 
" half-a-crown to lOd. ; but here we had 
'^^ got to this situalibn, itiat bur npt^ 
^^ could be diminished in ralue to almqs.t 
^* any extent, and dieri rhiieas^^d iji 
*^ value in the same proportiDfi, Ilcnce 
^^ our system was One of iii finitely grcftter 
^^ hazard than any other course that ev^r 
*^ was pursued. If our standanl of cur- 
*' rency was to be mahtaintd ut ever^ 
"^^ sacrifice^ why did not Governmentj 
*' taking advantage of the prrsent price 
^^ of specie, compel tUe Bank to re- 
*' sume payment in coin ? Tlivn, at Jeast, 
^' we should have the certainty, that iho 
** fall of 20 per cent, on RgrictiUunil pra- 
*'duce could never be recovercdp If, 
^'however, cash paymtnts were not re. 
*' sumed, then he beUtveLl that a great 
'* part of that paper that had been with- 
** drawn from circulation ^ould be gra-. 
^' dually re-issued, increa^iing the prices 
" of every commodity, and proceeding 
''* exactly in the same rour<je as tha^t 
** which the country liatJ alruady wUness- 
^^ ed. SomeUiingmustbedoneio secure us 
" from the dangers of the system. Better 
^^ would it be to sit down with the loss of 
^* 20 per cent than gradually tn incn^ase 
*^ the circulatimi of the country la ah 
'^ indefinite extent, and thus expose the 
^' country to the dangers that mi|,^ht arise 
^' from a sudden panic. The system to 
^' which he now alluded had in its eftect^s 
*' been. the chief causae of our agricultural 
^* distress. It was true (here zc^rc d{^^ 
'' cutties — we had bifrrotced hundreds of 
" mill ions in a depredated vurrenty, 
^^ which we had now to puy at put, 
" [Ifiua, ukarI]— From thb circum- 
*' stance a greater share of the p^^operiy 
^^qfths country ttas transferred from the 
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*^ land-holdrr to th€ stock-holder than had 
** been coniertrj luted tit ifie time of the 
** iounm* If the price of all artjdes of 
^* life, and €f en thv etpeures of the stato, 
*^ (wfiich lie trusted hy the exertions oif 
" til a? Hiiiise woiild hapi>en) should be 
** ri*rfuci'(l| ^t/ the itum ((» be paid to the 
^* holders of iifoclt tr/nmncd the same. 
" 1( Imd 1>eeii (tiought f^trauge by some 
** th;it an exuberante of produce should 
*' be a sr>i>rrt' of calamity , But the real 
^< iource of 1. 1 e Ofil waftj the alteration in 
** this* talitc of this product* in exchange.*^ 
** — Ayi\ tU*s U all vcf\i^ true^ you, in 
America witl say; *^ but, why do you, 
]^1r. Cobbett, tell Uf of it in the words 
of " Mr. Lewis, when you have told it 
'^ us, and proved M all to us, as clear 
^^ as day«li^ht, in your Letters to your 
*' Chancellor of the Exchequer, more 
** than five months ago? What do you 
** pester us for with this opinion of Mr. 
f^ Lewis, of whom we know^ nothing at 
it ^\\ p*» — Patience, ray friends, I know, 
that you know nil about the matter. I 
know very well, that this report of l\fr. 
Lewises speech only repeats M'hat I have 
'said and proved many times over. I do 
'ii<Jt know Mr. Lewis any more than you 
do. 1 never heard of him before in my 
life. I did not know what seat he filled, 
'till I looked for his name in the Court 
Kalendar. But, his speech is made in 
parhatnenfy and he calls Mr. Robinson 
bis honourable friend, which will have 
great weight with parson Osgoode and the 
Other friends of '* the Bulwark of your 
Religion.^* There is no imputation of 
sterility of mind due to any of the Mem- 
bers on account of their repeating my 
opinions and arguments ; for, 1 defy them 
to say any thing rational, upon the sub- 
ject, which 1 have not said before them ; 
and, what is more, 1 defy them to do any 
thing effectual in the way of remedy, that 
I have not more than ten times pointed 
out.-^Mr. Lewis, after expressing his 
disapprobation of the loan project of Mr. 
CuawEN, ai>d, observing, that he did not 
see why we should find the means of 
eBfichiiig the planters of Virginia aiid 
Maryland, concluded by prdpoSiAg an ex- 
port of wool^ and tik^ growth of Ihbacco 
in Enghndi 

Such, then, Americans, was this coit- 
iultation. *It broke up, and was to be 
resumed on theSnd ivstant; but^ I could 



not wait for that, Bestdes, nothing new 
will be said, perhaps ; and, I am quite 
certain, tlia^ nothing will be done^ before 
1 shall write to you again. 

. Now, then, what is the sum total of 
what was said upon this occasion ? I 
will endeavour to state it in distinct 
propositions thus: — I. That the COM- 
I^LAIN T of the country is, the greatest 
degree of distress and misery ; that whole 
parishes have bc^n deserted by the culti- 
vators of the land ; that the owners of the 
land refuse to take it in hand lest tbey 
should be made liable to pay the rates; 
that the labouring people vnv almost all 
become paupers ; that, in some cases, 
having nobody to relieve them, they have 
spread themselves over the country, car- 
rying devastation and alarm with them ; 
and that the evil threatens to become 
greater instead of less. — II. That the 
principal CAUSE, if not the only cause, 
is, an alteration in the value of the paper- 
money, which alteration has transferred a 
great part of the property of the owners 
of lands, farm-stock, and stock in trade, 
from these owners to the owners of money 
and reeeivers of taxes. — III. That the 
REMEDIES to be applied are a loan of 
money from the government to the far- 
mers, the non-impprtAtion of the pro* 
duce of foreign countries, and (though 
none but (he Malt is named) a reduction 
of taxes. 

The complaint and cause confirm what 
I have been telling you for many months. 
But, alas! What remedies are here? 
Taking off taxesy indeed, is a remedy ; 
for it is the taxes which have produced the 
misery ; that is to say, taxes kept on at 
full while the produce was reduced in 
value more than one half. But, as to a 
loan to the farmers, whence is it to come^ 
except out of taxes ^r«/ raised f And, 
what good would the loan of half a year's 
rent be to any man ? He must pay the 
money back again, and pay interest for 
it. However, though this project will 
answer no other purpose, it will serve to 
give you a -preiif good idea ef ibe state, 
to which this country has been reduced 
by its vvars, which have ended in the res- 
toration of the Botttbons, the JfVpe, and 
the Inquisition, and which have enabled 
those Boarboms to pat to death the brave 
Marshal Ney. The propositions for tax- 
ing foreign cheese, butter, corn, seeds, to- 
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bftcco^ w«t»l, ' fcc/ft;c. are all ground^ io 
error;' The ta*, tf paW, iwist be paid by 
the people here; iftHetat ampont to a 
prohibition, it trill opei^ate most heayilj 
against fhe commerce and maou factares ; 
and, tndfo<1,'a!t'M'r. Robinson observed, 
we shotflH, in M% manner, be doing pre- 
cisely, oMf rtiore t*fftctnallj, that which 
Nafiolvoii expec^ted and endeavoured to 
4o by hit cor^tm&nfkl ^y^tem. 

To you, in Amerk*a, it will be matter of 
great iurprKe, that the remetUes proposed 
are so inadequate to the nature o\ the 
complaint. A' loan to A out of A's own 
noney, to enable A io keep up under the 
preraiireof the cdntinoal demands of B, is 
such an idea ! It is such a remedy I Such a 
cure foi* poor A's compHrint! Yos, it must 
possle you to fihd out, why the tronrfer 
of projierty Is not attempted to be put a 
fiop to. The truth is, that many men, 
and, perhaps, a very great majority of 
the two Houses, clearly enough see what 
can alone afford reai protection to the 
landtords and farmers ; but, they do not 
like to gpeak out , Asa matter of theory 
Mr WesTi'mpi talks of the transfer of 
pro^iCTty from the land-owner to the 
fund and salary owners ; as a matter of 
theory Me L^wt^i says, that we hare 
borrowed hundredtr of millions tit a de» 
predated currency, the interest of which 
we are no^ caHed upon to pay in a 
currency at par. As matter of theory 
thescF important truths, long ago stated by 
roe, ate now srtated in parliament. But, 
as to pactfce; as to any practical prp- 
posltfon oni the subject, no one has yet 
rentured to bring forward any such 
thing : nor do I belieye, that any such 
measure ; that is to say, that any thing 
effectual will be ' attempted, 'till pressed 
forward by absolute necessity. 

Wm. Cobbett. 



Mr. H0LD5W0RTn*8 LCTTER. 

TlM following letter from this gentle- 
TVNta, who Is a Member of Parliament far 
Dartmenth, iu Detonabire, and who has 
upon this oecaaion, written to a friend in 
that Coaaty, isw#rthpartieubir attention^ 
It oentiiat, in my opinion, erroneous no-< 
tiont aboni the oaiue of the distress, and, 
as to any remedy^ \% is so vague that one 
cannot eyen gness at 'the mecniag of the 
writer; but as an eihibltion of the Mtate 
of the country^ the Letter is yaluable. 



Let the Cossacks of New England read 
it ; let them betir in mind that it comet 
from a member of Parliament^ who war a 
staunch friend of ^^ Social Order p M 
them reflect, that these eyils arei the qo»* 
sequences of that war, on onr part, which 
they so much applauded, and of (hatayi* 
tern of goyemment, wliich some of ~ 
hayehad the impudence to prefer ' 
that of their own coqnti^. Let 
bear all this in mind, and Tlwn, if bhaik- 
ing be not wholly exploded amongst theiiiy 
they will, surely, feel some nttle yfanath 
in their cheeks as they read. 

A LflTTER TO A Friend iv^DsV^jiaBm^ 
CM THE Present 'Sit0atJ[on of the 
CouiTTRT. By a. H. Hot1>9W(WCH, 
£sQ« M. P. FOR Dartmouth. 

hmiim^ Morek U ^t€i 
The miseries we anticipated are n#w 
finding their way to the City of Loxtfon. 
I yesterday learned from a friend there, 
to whom I was talking oh the sutgect, 
that the wholesale dealers, who hay^ hettk 
round theneighboaring districts for orders, 
are scarcely able to procure any, ^ as the 
farmers^** they are told, ^ are no longer 
able to purchase any Iwpuries.*^ To him 
who will look into this retnafk, who 
knows all the points on which it tou^es^ It 
is a yokime on the state of the nation ; 
on the melancholy change which we haye 
seen for the last eighteen months takfiag 
place. 

It tells yon, that till now, London had 
to learn into what state we had fallen : 
pointing out the height of luxnty to whidi 
all ranks had risen, it shews to the stateft- 
man whence his indirect taxes werepro« 
cured : to us, it but confirms the first part 
of the gloomy picture we had drawn, to 
the finishing of which we have looked 
with so mnch fear and anxiety. 

But what could any men of thinldng 
minds expect, when they saw: so many 
estates untenanted, and in the hand* of 
the landlord ; others turned into paatore, 
or tilled without manure ; stock eyery 
day decreasing ; farmcu's paying their taxes 
from their capital; and. time who laiye 
not any (a) leayi«g Ihair. larms in the 

■I I. ■-■■ — • ■ ■ w*M^.» » n 

(«) Many men wli» have been Hia» obNgcd 
ioipfoyldeiitty to di!>pi'M of tlieir stork, have to 
contrived at to get their neigbboqrs to aMitf tliem 
withthtivvaitt; aad nk one aii»lii iMive rtomovH 
eyery thing porubic to toother part of tbe 
conntry : ibit it linowii by the fiuniliar term 
of »• goiug clew off." 
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tiifkt'i cM«ilattli ti(f lonftr tff atty <b) 
• OTT ic a ^r jy^dUm only tht tiMUord ; cat* 
tla toM 4o paf t%to« a»d Uid«, makiof 
Maraelf aHfr («) retum ; aU impr^Te- 
mmtU kk e a l a K i naturally «( aa end ; and 
la i a iii a ^ «a<6 <d)'ftabaar«rt of all afat 
4«tll« p$^ tf tha parMi^ tbe circalation 
•f te^nejr tfecrtMed t« oiia-iliird ( and 
■gthof that oa tbe WatteTii caaat taken 
^ (9) Franca for hraadf : whift, 1 lay^ 
wM^udi Rplctare U Ihit b«fora Hieir 
afet, oooy way tfktaking ittiMi eipoct^ bat 
nat Ili0 Imtfcaajan aMUt stop Ims iMiymcutt 
ar fhut up hU sWp ; and tbat wUh bin 
the Ldado^ trader, the import merchant, 
and m^ OnltorMHittM, touA inicTiiabt^ (aU* 

Tbb 4akiiloffd) who^sola dtpindaao^ is 
441 ^ tMls^ litiog in Mie mKHI of his 
taoanlry, Hh» ^Iwark of oir country, 
n«at«i)l down his aatablishment, diminish- 
ing hU iUreciiMpe* on the ona hand, but 
Ills mdired Uant tatwCoid on the otiier ; 
•r fl|(, as too many hare felt compelled, to 
Iptnd his small jemainiog rents in a foreign 
imxAy dopriTia^ his uaUfO country of its 
ciroalatiofi and support, and in proportion 
filling the coffers of a fareif n treasury. 

Suoh is the state of our country at this 
BCKKaentoua crisis; at. the glorious ter- 
minatiaci of a «rar, in the attaining of 
vhich the efforts of the statesman and 
the warrior are beyond all praise* 

I will now «ndoaTour to shew what has 
broaght about this sudden change ; why 
Estates which were let at high rents^ (im* 
proTidently as some conceive, who forget 
that to lei under the proper value is to 
deprive the State of its revenue,) are now 
worth so little/ From the great Amends 
of Government for the supplies of the 
army, navy, and prisoner?, the markets 
had attained a considerable height ; timy 



(h) Cbven^m* cannot lie sny Sotii^r of service 
wiira tto fenatit Imm not liny fbioR w%ldi yon c«ki 
M\wt fiir yonr rent. 

<«) Afriena nf mine #e»( a.ni«in to ibe f«Hr nt 
Brent, fn Devomdiire, to buy liiiiione or two 
j|Ood cults snd guve liiin twenty puiiiid% fur Ibr 
pmtpb^i the rtiUn boiiebt ssviiv, and letnrofd 
twaprtnais ia*4iailMaf« iii ^trlua^. 

(^ in iiiny (ladiM in m Voaiiiire taib i« itie, 

east, tli# inen re««^if>^ five »htHing* per week 
from tbe t»an»b f4iid% «id employinf tliennelveK 
in tbe mo«t nnpmdiictive of idl Ubtmr'-^breakiu^ 
4|ton6i on ibe road. 

(e) Tbrrt \% a v»ry Xtsrzt JncrHHinff tr*«lie at 
tMt tliat earrled m frttn onr ennat ^itli tbc 
town ef Roteow, near Mnr laix. wtiete tbt vc^irlts 
arr paid for in English Bank llatai. 



were oertaia and reguiar^ and the farmer 
knew whea he took his estate how to cal* 
culata 4ts advaaiaget^ he knew that aa 
long as the BMrket could be regularly Ced, 
a fair price could be obtained : he was no 
longer that onan, of whom we have heftid 
soeie sitty years ago, who walked to the 
market with his basket on his arm, or hit 
single bag of corn on his horse : farming 
had become a science ; it had changed to 
a trade, and every market was an ex- 
Change as much as tiMt on Conihill i there 
prices were settled, and businesa transacted^ 
as in the City of JL^adon and to keep 
up a regular supply for all our cities and 
Goferumcnt coiilractai this was abaolute* 
ly necessary : the effects grew eat of the 
cause; the illiterate men, who compose 
that society, could not bring this about 
from their own invention ; but the change 
of our society produced the effect in them : 
they i^ere but the instruments of natural 
evffits. 

But their taxes, tythes, and rents most 
be paid. The merchant in I^eodoi^ whose 
credit is good, who is known to be carry*- 
tug on a just and fair trade, when suddenly 
wanting cash) takes his bill to the Bank 
of EngliCnd, and it is changed into nates : 
the same system was as necessary to tlie 
cotuitry. The farBser^ caUed ou for his 
taxes, having his oa(tle in their stalls and 
the stacks ii^ his ymtiSt^ went to (he country 
banker mnd discounted his bill^ well know- 
iug that before the two months should ei* 
pire at. which it was drawn, he wo|ild he 
enabled to sell so much of his stock at a 
fair and proper price as to redeem it 
And what has now brought him to the 
state he is in ? That which would bring 
two thirds of our merchants into the same 
situation if the Bank of England, alarm- 
ed at the statv of trade, was suddenly to 
stop its discounts. The great glut in the 
market from the stoppage of government 
contracts, and lh6 doubte dnilcnlty arfsf ng 
from the improvident importation of corn, 
frightened the country banker : he refused 
t6 atccmitfiodate. The farmer, stm pressed 
for his taxes and poor Vates, wat obliged 
to draw on his 4]apital^ or petaessiog it 
(at is always best for the country) in the 
chanrdbr of fhHnfng' Ht>efc, vras obliged to 
take it to a fliarketali^ady overload^ : hi 
vniti ti> Mm to tell the tax-gatherer to look 
at his stallft, his dairy, and his atack^yard; 
in vain lo hhn teahew the estate without 
a wc^ whioli was wnce « wildernett : his 
COM uuthrashed, bia cattle half fed, must 
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hn tAidtr Ate td^lett hkM erf the liwr 5 
iHw* t<rtt cwintiy, wtiicll two yeiirii ^nc^ 
%«s ifte ^s^at of B^^ cwAftyi't, nay «f 
Icitrarji(9«tf, tmr^t, oiileM thf< Wo% Ite 
atrrteil, fettim to misery and trant.^ 

And hvre iK Im^ pause to ftay a fp# 
#o»^» on tfii'HiB'erc^T* of the ^ifmttion of 
flic tenant as regarding hi^ natnral land- 
fort!, and thdije trtio hate now nncon* 
eciOQBly nj*u^v«*d that ehafacter — the go^ 
Vemnwiie And the poor. The ftirmer^ 
iHien hh t^ft day strives, ff hh tenant ts 
nlftaijleat the moment to pay him; If he 
leefc that he is giving on properly with h\i 
estate; that hit catiH* are nt)t lit for the 
fiiatket, or the rtrark^t reatly fbr hlfe corn, 
M\\ i^^ait nnti! they are. Not so these 
•ew t^ndloTds : thipy most be paid the mo- 
itent thev h?qoire it, without any feeling 
fbi'thh soil ; Hiihont any natural affection : 
Kkfe « tnnqtii&rfVr in a foreign land, they 
take it regardless of conseqnences, leav. 
log the owners of the soil t6 starre With 
fhelk* tenknts: 

But can thh system last ? If durrngthe 
!&st year the tenant paid the taxes at the 
%kpef\t:e brhift Ck^tAl ; tf that il hich When 
Hpe for the o^a^ket wonid be Worth 50/. 
be il(M for iOi. tno^ not his property be 
deteriorated, and can h^ do ttie same thi^ ? 
Those, who at^ acqtjalnted wtth agricul- 
ture, we!1 know th&t the moAient things 
ar^ thrown out of th^ii^ course, destrnc- 
tlOA fdltoWs likte a whWWind. Wht> cafi 
commahd the ct>rn to grow, or the cattle 
Co feed? You Ai^st regulate your manure 
for ybiit tdrn ; your gras^ for the beasts ; 
ahd it tM ti/rangtm^fit Is destroyed the 
wfcole «yitteA te Icrtt. Nfetfd F, 'ATfer this, 
askif if-^-^(g) wefre o'WaiVi^ lastyeit b;^ 
^int of exfe'^uliOns on tHfe tenant, or loSs 
of rent to the landlord, whether the very 
cirtntesfanbe <^lll not be the canse^hy 
half eknnot bfe g6t rio w ? And that to prote 



that 3^-— i--were oMaiiiQd fottke talfe?^ 
wMont k iMfrkfHr frtr^fmakiii^iyrodttcl^^ H 
bikt io "Shew that yt»a (At tAe fkntiet ¥ttto « 
state to preMM h)tn fMyhf^ tkft «aiMe mi 
y^ftr, aM tt^e la<ndloHi ^^^^ ^ c^^^M Ml 
tradesmen &t jm •dHWti hb IAi«M»lMMM$ 
with either Of wftidi th4i Ittttre^t talM 
mu^t s<fort«r or hiter eqtxMy !M1. 

And W6f6):^ i Mte tlH%«ub}«tet; t^ ttM 
add, that, M wHd^ t«^ it^ to ^ iH% %hi 
qtrantity of eoantry bawk Hoto hav^iM^k 
the canse df our sttffdring%, aa f6 fell yott 
that port wine is fMHIoto I^M^teiotn^ im^ 
moderately mkk^ tise of ll«. WHhoill 
country banks yotir ^yitfitte 'titrer tonWI 
hare bteer^ kept np, yonr wiar hixe^ ^Ht 
raided. Some, it \i Irike, a^ iA kU oth^t 
walks of life, hate made an oaMr^lSe oC 
them : yet those, who cry 4ioWtt tfrift 1^ 
tern in the |n«sent Stale of MMei^y^ ia^fli 
expect to ra{§e oranges iVi Laplii^ ii^ltlK 
out the i»shtance ^f hOr^^mHuftl kcMMf! 

Bnf, gkj others, this wilt 411* be *m 
right when we return to Otir goer^ ^M fff¥^ 
t«^— when alt again 4s cheapitt^li kti^ 
plenty. What does ^ ftto<k-lf6fd«V 
answer I Yon forget that yon owe iAOfoHy 
millions per ani^um ; ihat-lhe Chkbcetlot 
of the Eti^hequer. rcqoirea tkirty ia&tt 
for the nse of the Goremraent ; and that 
the poor require between (h) ten and 
twelve in a ^e^ tka oorthe labd for their 
snpport. To these who are in the haktt 
of attending to parochtal dutieft, we need 
not mention the extent of evils growing 
out of the Poor Laws ; and the state, in 
Which bur pariftli poor now are, bnt too 
clearly prores how sadVy the best, the 
flixyft charitable of fauniaiie institatioaa 



<f) Thia tyrttm it atrcmaly exeaipKfied by tlie 
pic* rut ffitiifttion of ttre county of Ow<Hiy wwt* 
very mncli agricultural dintrcSA is felt, but where 
I do not reinrmbrr tliHt any barnk has taikd, 
•tiewing that the protleace or the baulcer in re- 
fuianf , OM chr nnt alarm, |u iii»Guuiit couatr^r 
paf»er|i aiui cetxiaa hia. poles an,t of circuUtion^ 
Jia^ saved liimtielf^t wliilf t t'he f^i^er has fallen a 
Utile aoc^ner tliau Ite woalit otlierwlne perliaps 
liAve done ' 

fa) It ft tiot any eoliMlaii^ne^ what Wiu ttfe 
Meant ^f (HI 4<tiirc sdki 6bf«faM fravn VantM 
property ; the ariani at wiH^ke tka aaoiti 



(li) The I'odr Returns to die a5th of Marrh, 
1815, amotint to '7,0«3,»^86, «<*luRi»e of 851 
whidi made no rctam. An inieHlfteiit frieltd of 
mine lakM the total at aearrly eithtMfftimiB;1IMl 
assnrct me, that ftom what fke has fieeii of the fa* 
crease to tliis time, tlie amrmnt for the y^ar IDSIS 
to I8t7 iriH he m'arer Twelve miinonS; Whifxt hi 
the year 1785, the amount of tlie same ntpihi^ 
W4so0ly9;i84,904i. t8 . Itd.MievtitfganhrcteiiKe 
tntlre year i8t6 «f mare than five rfliiea thut 
num. Anrf cempariiae this stat^hniit wMh one 
sent nie by the aatue petvon tram bin own fta^MI, 
which ia of aaik^ eateim and witlioat.a piana* 
factory or towu, im the tomb of D^voi^ tha.ii|* 
crea«c will be foand nearly tlie tame. 
lnlt»4it was 11/* I5i. M. 

ime 351. H*.7itf. 

1813 4341. 5t. 4d. 

1815 .1641. 10a. ti. 

Which «nm tie ^tpeet^ thi«^i^r Win bt IrftlVSM 
to one-ninth more. 
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si4y in time be panrerted. Those Laws, 
once the safe-guard against misery in old 
af(e or infirmity, a^e now the reward of 
idleness aiid vi(^ ; and not only is the dis- 
gn^ce of going to the parish done away, 
but the parson that can impose on its offi* 
cer \s uccouiii^d the most cleTer in his 
fCiciaiy* To go mto instances of this 
would ill! a Totume, and be foreign to the 
subject; sufhd^ it to say, that if the in* 
creave is Dot Kpecdily stopped, the poor 
will bi3 sole possessors of the profits of 
the estates, leaving their natural owners 
badly [mu\ as their stewards. For it is 
now well known and understood, that in 
the same degree as agriculture declines, do 
the claims on the parish purse increase, 
(i) and the indirect taxes diminish. 
. From this state of difficulties how are 
jwe to get out ? When we had the entire 
command of the seas, when we obliged 
every passenger to call at our door, we 
<oirid regulate our affairs as we liked ; 
we could raise taxes at our pleasure; 
like the man who keeps the only inn on 
a road, we could charge what we pleased. 
But wl)en now erery other country is open 
to the traveller, when he can stop where 
he likes, will he buy (j) from ns ^t a 



^ (i) WliCB labourers recaiTedbilf^i-crown a day, ' 
th^ coiilU buy tea, tngar, &c. and many otiMr 
little hixurien, which at nine-pence, and oae- 
•hilling, their pt-eseot daily pay, tbey are obliged 
io fbrrg*. 

Q) To Khew the rivalry we mutt expect in 
foreign inarkeft, I need oii^* ask what mutt be the 
aituation of the Kewfbandland mercliaDt— Can 
lie tfxpeGt to tell liii iSali in Spain or the West 
Indies, when, to encoarage their fisheries, and, 
above all, to make seamen, the French now gir% 
a boanty of twelve fraoct per quintal for all fiili 
caught by theinselvcs in Newfonndland and 
carried to the Wtst Indies ; and as Spain has im- 
poieda daty on all fish ot above five shiiUngs 
per quintal, a bounty of five francs per qointal is . 
giveti for all carried to that country direct, and 
six fraiirs for ancb at may first come to'aoy port 
in FrhncevSHd aDerwards be transported thither ; 
Willi the duty ol twrmytwo francs per qnintal 
•on all foreign fish that may be imported into' 
Franca, and other bounties to their own fisheries^ 
not nacassary 40 uicntioa ? 

'Pish, when ready fbr the market, lit Newibmid* 
land Is m orth abo^t twelve franoa. 

(k) It is. tapposed by many that tlie result of 
the present state of agricultnre will be a scarcity 
of corn, at no very diataut period^ and that the, 
cotm try will consequently be . relieved from its 
present distress. I f«ar, however, that it will be 
foand to have a vcry'different effect, it is a ctr- 



ponnd what he can get from others at tea 
shilllngt ? Nay, are we so patriotic, that 
wb^D we can purchase from abroad at half 
the price of our own markets, we shall 
not be tempted to do it? Ask our farmer 
why he gives his friend brandy and water 
rather than strong beer : ^ Because,*' says 
he, '< I sell my barley at twenty shillings 
per quarter, and the king's duties alone, 
when I buy it again, make me pay for it 
at eighty ;" ignoraotly unaware, that to 
support an illicit trade must in the end be 
his ruin. And must we not expect the 
same will happen in all other sorts of mer- 
chandize ! for, from the system of those 
who are engaged in this trafiic, the ex- 
pence of stopping them, I fear, will be 
equal to the revenue that will be saved bv 
it : the greater the temptation from high 
duties, added to the want of other em- 
ployment, the more they will dare;, «Bd 
the more they will increase. 

I(y then, the maxim be a just one, that 
you must bring down your taxation of 
the price ef your commodity, or raise 
the price to taxation, what a picture Is 
before us ! For myself, I will only say, 
that to face the daoiger is, I trust, half the 
battle ; to know its extent, the on^ chance 
of finding Its remedy. 

Let every man who lives onjhe taxes of 
our country take care to keep the sources 
whence they flow in the most flourishing 
condition ; let him take the burthen from 
the industrious, or assist them" to bear 
them ; let him stimulate industry in every 
way in his power ; remembering that it is 
from the rapid circulation of money that 
the treasury coffers are filled ; that ther 
is not a money transaction between men 
which does not directly or Indirectly leave 
something to the state* 

iiet the public creditor and pubJic 
officer remember that when the farmer 
cannot live, when the tradesman gives up 
his shop, and the merchant his countin|^- 
house, their revenues are at an end. 



tain and ref^nlar market, that can alour restore 
public credit J individnah, ft is inic, may profft 
by hicb prices, but the system wttf be aS diaorgs- 
nljwd as at preseat. Agrtctdtm-e.-aa all other 
trades, must be confined to the limits prescribed 
by the capiral employed iu it; in proportion as 
the valne of its produce is certain and reaiilar, 
will men be iodoced to advance money for it, 
and in that proportion only, can we, I believe,, 
hope to Ke it restored. 
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IM the land-owner remember, that to 
stimulate the roaonfacturer, the merchant, 
and the tiadesman, to indostry, ii the only 
means of tmproTing hit rents. 

In Une, let the idle man be erer fbr^i' 
ward to assist the industrious widi his 
pnrse, when^ (k) public credit being re- 
storeHy England shall yet support her cha- 
racter as the first nation of the world. 
. My dear 

Years rery faithfully, 

V - A. H. H. 



Mr. Austin's hvmK 

TO 

Mr* Western, 

Ou the sul(ject of the Resolutions of the 
loiter. 

To THE EnitOR OF THE WeST BrITON. 

Plaetf, Fowfy, Mtrch 96, 1816. 

Sib, — ^The answers, &c. of the Special 
Cornwall Agricultural Meeting, to the 
Honourable the Board of Agriculture^ 
having appeared in your paper, under 
the sanction ^f my name, as President, I 
shall feel obliged by your inserting the fol« 
lowing extract from a letter that I wrote 
immediately after the said Meeting, to 
Mr. Western, retative to onr proceed, 
tags, &c. 

I am^ Sir, yonr obedient serrant, 
Jos. Tnos. Austin* 

^^ I cannot say that I agree with you as 
to the buying up of our corn by GoTern- 
ment, and though only one Gentleman* 
at the Meeting coincided with me in opi- 
nion, 1 am convinced that ultimately it 
will be productire of eril. Corn is a part 
^t the reed wealth of a nation — money 
only the means of difiding, or distribut- 
ing of it according to onr wants. The 
price of com, the demand and supply 
being the same, will always be determi- 
ned by the amount of the circulating me- 
dium. Upon this principle, when there 
was one third more paper-money in cir- 
iniatlon than at present, the Farmers' 
produ^ would naturally sell for one 
third more* But, say you, there is now 
no sale, or next door to it, at any rate. — 



* The Rev, Darell Stephens^ it Trewornoa.' 



On a large scale, as we used to sell by 
the seore or by the huo^red of quarters, 
-there, is not People, however, eat bread 
as- nsnal — perhaps more — if not^they 
certainly waste more. Yet they bay at 
just what price they chuse to offer, for 
this tery good rcason-7-the Farmer ?» 
obliged io sell. HowcTer lenient the 
Landlord may have been, hitberta It js 
notorious that the Tax-gatherer has shewn 
no incrcj' l The Farmer in fact ii ob* 
liged to scir to meet his current eipenses, 
which^ fjeforc the diminution of |»iper< 
money, he tlul by drafts. By thti nirans 
he was ¥ory properly enabled to brrome 
thenationEil store-keeper j andj as he had 
an undif ided interest in the stores, they 
were htisbundod with the least possible 
wastr. VViH this be the ca^e If Govern-- 
ment be to mes th e s 1 rc*ltfepe r ? I M oa ns 
were out of fn^hton, arid Minhters were 
actus Ify to send round the CQuntry to ob- 
tain from us fifteen millions of money to 
purchase onr corn with, as a iiictho<] of 
relief ing our distresses, we shaufd se« the 
folly of the thing at once, — It b, how- 
ever, tantamount to this — fifteen millioTts 
are borrowed, on oar secunry for the 
payment of pHncfpal and interest, and 
Commissaoners are appointed, with pretty 
good salaries, to lay this mohey out in 
the purchase of eom, which, instead of 
being put Into regular granaries, Is housed 
in whatever bouses can be hired for the 
purpose, and there kept till in weight 
and quality its intrinsic yalne is redoeed 
one half. Now, not to mention all the 
job-work that will be necessary to carry 
this scheme- iato effN^t^ the inercMe •# 
patronage the saUries of Commlssloti* 
ers, and the rent of warehouses, cah any 
man, in his sober senses, think that the 
poverty of a nation is to be relieved by 
destroying one half of its real wealth ?'•• 

P. S.— 1 said at the Meeting how Cob. 
bett would laugh at onr sanctioning thife 
Granary resolution, and I now refer 
those who heard me to his Register, pob. 
lished the Saturday following. Though 
excess of taxation is the parent of onr 
difficulties, those which press on the 
Agriculturist would be much lightened 
had he the same facility of getting antik 
at country Banks on real property, as 
Merchants In town have been accustomed 
to have from the Bank of England on . 
personal property. 
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er-in-Ckief ^<he Ftmoe-eitmbMikmettt 
army vf the VniUd ^^aiet efJmmita. 

BocU dWDtjs B6iiD«]rlTapia, ^ few nUles 

1049 &ww5f <^ihe wfty of Qmk««»» w* 

ill tl|#ir iSfiigipuA pruif:ipk)» and habits of 

0^ ^i^tim iKHfr W-<^ *f^ tiie youth of 
tiii^ll#ctp9i9l»onl|(^Wf;iF«*---4<:fiMrat0 ^nd 
HmM^o frq aa 1^ yf^Ut withp^i^ aspiring 
to^#>Wmt lMf^««^ or q^ompeul^Uf c 
%Bi^a: bi9t IpM^ mind wa^ mtmrallj tpp 
i^fitW m»i Wfl»*W»1^ tp ae^ owteat with 
ii^m bMflW* Jitt4imw|U, and by seizing 
Wfw P»«^ ^w>frt*>iM^y of improK^ent 
in tbe coMra# of 1^ Tcry diK^rsiQedlife, h^ 
Ihii 9Mn4ljF wqwwd ^ IvgP fw>4 of 
iiHw*v4w<iar4HOT»«ikpoj^Mg«. 

. OmiM MlWt WM of hf« yoi^h^ b# 
▼•^ Mli|rt«y«d %%,t|>a teacher of a. rosppc^. 
abte^ Qi#^ f p)m»o| ^^ V<99 JcfiK^* TbH 
l^koCkilt.lbo age of tw«n<y-QW> ^kcij be 
mmo99fi to qipciiH}Mi».i"? PbiPi Hbpre l|e 
9a«j4^dj|boia tyroywwrs, and fpjlow^d tbp 

)^ ^Mgra^ ««;aMH ^ U^d^bif rq$ii!«;p^e 
latbaoityof Nawt Yo4^, wl^ora h^too^^ 
cbtri^ of ,l|if V^nb^ic MmmV of t^p §od«t]i 
1^ Fronds which bo taught {pr §0?oral 
joaw wi|l> great awido}^ ^n^ fspnt^iJon, 
Ih |]|i» #it«^ii»|^ wMoh afl'oidefl bim liale 
Qtll^rtivMty io inix aaivoly in tbo bpsy 
woridyi bo oooMm^ed to iiopro^ bis mind 
^ gO^aiial reading a#d stiidy, and by #i- 
tup^ve (irfiffenra^Uoiis of paafing lilo ai^ 
l^io tr|4ia9N;(im>. Jit h said tjMU, 1^ 
f^HPe ti^e about this period, be had de- 
tpfo^^d opoo llbpdyiHg iair, a«^d trying 
bU t%lf9»t|^atlbo bfi : bappjiy tor biweJf 
and bi^oount'Ty, l^is Cortunet U>ok auotber 
dirfction. Jn J78J), be wa# ind^cied, by 
tb^. oflor of ail adva,otAg^i^n» purcbaso of 
a 1|M^9 t«aet of hf^i^ naar tbo sbores of 
Ia}lb OntariOi io rofio^o tbitj^r and esta- 
bUib a 8c^le»^ni. Thp cnirceif t of popq- 
lation, which baf iif^qs mu with so sUong 
ami foil « tldo toward tbo wo»t«iui pa^rt of 
tbo iltftp of New Yor|6^ waa then jm|t be- 
gi^i^mg to sei ip. Bfowa e^aUUsJiod 
^jUMtflf 00 bia paw- posftosi^i^»i ei^oiwi 
O^ifoly ioto warion». scbonea of bo«inei« 
and •pocolatioD, soon attained ioflii^oce 
and Ipiportance in the district aroond bim, 



and aftec a. time, ts bit tandt-soeo-in Tahio* 
fcpm tba increase ot popnlatioa^ iK4«iiM 
considorable wealtb. As tba.oouitry con- 
tinued to improvei Browu vofo wi<b it in 
ipiportapcc and pubHc ostii»artoa% He 
was api^ointed a oonnty court jadge, and 
bfiCMJM ^ Uading nuui io 4^1 the i^iblic 
businast of that pait of tba coontrjU'*- 
He now gradvally ti^Q^w off tbo osopa 
and manners of his sect, and oDr a dangw 
which took place in the organization of 
tbo militia, was appointed to the command 
of a regiment ; and not long after, waa 
prqmotod to the n^nk of Brigadier G?t 
nerai. 

In this situation, wbi^h ga^ him mili«- 
tary rank, without affording bim moclt 
opportunity fpr aoquirittg niilitary know- 
ledge, the late w%r found him ; and wh^ 
the first detachment of tlie western militSo 
of New York was ordered into the ser- 
▼ica af tbe UaUiedStatea, (aon^ Brown wais 
de^i^ated by Qovernor Tqinpkinc to the 
command of a brigade, and entrusted 
with the general oaM of tlienortberaftron* 
tier. lio applied bimsell^ with his oMal 
dtligenoeand activity^ to tie disehat^ of 
these now and important duties ; dMbt- 
less, at' first, with no fonther fiowa of mi- 
litory iile, than the natural and ImidaMo 
desire of ftliing tbe statian t«i whioh bo 
was placad, for a short term ef sonik^^ 
with credit and osefolnosa. 

By constant and unwearied activity^ bo 
soon pkcod tbo mo»t important points of 
the lino of tbe frontier committed to his 
charge in a respectable state of defence, 

Erery one who has seen any thing of 
the militia serrice, knowa tbe numerouir 
difficulties apd perplexities attending If .—^ 
In ipeefing ond obvititi^g these, in sooth* 
ing discpntenf^ and repressing disoi^edi^ 
ence, Brown's knowledge of mankind, 
and adroitness in business, made hinr emi* 
iiently usehil; but, except in repellfng an 
attempt pf th^ enemy to dislodge him from 
Ogdensburg, he- was not, daring this cam- 
paign, placed in any situation fitted to 
eToWe his military talents ; andj at the 
close of it, retired to priyate life^'witb the 
character of an actire and intelligent «'• 
lida officer ; bat without its being known 
by the pobHc, and probably, wltboi^t 
knowing himself^ that be was possessed of 
erery requisite of a great commander. 

In May,lg4 J, Geooral Oaarborn, iHidor« 
standing tJ^t an attack waa meditated by 
the enemy upon Sackett's Harboor, from 



Digitized by 



Google 



415] 



April 0, 18t0. 



1446 



wbkh a considerable paft oC our reffti^r 
fofce, togethei: ifith the ifbole of Coip. 
Cbauncey's sqmadrofi, had been withdrawn 
for the purpose' of co-oa^r^(ing in thajr 
enterprise iigatn^t Fpri Georsf , wrpte to 
General Bfown^ re()'aei»ting )iim tp repair 
with such militia force as h^ could ci^llect, 
to Sac|(ett*s Harbour, and (ake ihe com- 
maad there. Brown, knowing that Colo- 
nel BackaS|( t s^qlar officer of character 
and experience, was then in command at 
thai pmt, at first heskai^d mt aasmRiiig 
th& i Ofp aiii iii M e and aidaMs: eMnnandv 
B«t tiMi ffM|«»fit; being agaht Mpettltd, 
and urged by Colonel Backus himself^ 
b» fiMily yWdM, fad' iMmediately set 
oat lor- that post, wbcr« lie arvised with 
asantlh Wd^of mMlift early on the mem* 
tag of Uw Mth of May, On the mom« 
lag of the aotb, at dny-bfcak, &» Geer^ 
Pfe«0st landed at the head ol 1^,000 piftk- 
ed men, nvde? cofeii of a heary fire from< 
his gun-^ata. General Biiown, depead- 
iag ebMy npoQ the weHwhnown saperle- 
rity of the America* mMketvy, had post- 
ed MX) of bi3 mUH|fi» 4p raoei<Te the ei^epy 
on their bMidil^f with ordfirs tha^ they 
s))onl4 iie clptp^ 4nd resprviQ tlieir ire 
vu^ti\ the eniemy had appro^hJed so nigh 
t^t efi^rv shot might hit its object. But 
the tfi^pidaUoD and coqfifsipn of the fifp* 
meat excited one of those siiddfea panics 
to which undisciplhH^ volunteers are so 
subject ; anfl the whole Une fired at the 
▼ery instant of the enemy*s landing^ with 
considerable effect, indeed, but then sud- 
denly psing from Uieir cp^Hj they l^roke 
and fied in dUpfder. i}fowi> threw hiai« 
self among them tp sio^ their flights 
Hating rallied aboat ^ knmiteA meq, with 
this hapdfiil of m^ troops he gained a 
PfMstiea pa the eoemy*s Ipll Hank, and 
hari^asedthe^i by a galling, fire, by which 
they were held in cheek nutil tl|ey were 
met by Oi|ir fie^i^lai* troops (abnat four 
h'apdred m ail) iMider Colonel Ba^kifs. 
General Bf/nwn npw hurried to this point 
of action, and found the gal hint Colonel 
BadLna dangerously .wounded, and the 
battle still raging, but with very evident 
advantage on the American side. After 
m short conflict he was completely rictori- 
otts^ and Sir George Prevost retreated 
rapidly to hi^. Mps^ leading a nnpber of 
men and se? eral officm killed and wound- 
ed on the field. 

A few days after this attack Commodore 



Chauqcey retunnefi, and General Brown 
once mpre retired to his far0 aiid ordinary 
oecQpa^pn?. But hi^ ipilitary fepuiatipn 
was npw estabiished, i^nd pvijilic expe^t^- 
tion was an^iiously turned towards bim 
as oqe to whprp the fortunes ai^d honour 
of our arms might b^ cpnfideir^tly entrusted. 

Soon after the sncces^ful defence of 
Sackeft's Harbpnr, the secretary of ufar 
pfltered Irfm one of fh« new rafMI rcgi- 
m^n^*(* Brown now felt his own val^e, 
and r^pectfnHy dedfned the Commiftsfon ; 
at the same time, inffmating to hhffihiidfy 
that he was willing to serve Ms cotihffy, 
Id the regular army, !h any rank r\tk in- 
ferior to that which he bore iifi the niHtfa 
of his own state. In the coiirse of" a 
month or two he was nominatetf by th^ 
president tP th^ senate, and tonnmissioti 
cd a Brjgndier Generalin the army of fhe 
United States. . . 

In the antnmp of the 'sume year h^ itas> 
employed ii> Superintending aiid difcctinif 
the tr^nspprta^on cf the irmt^Wttthe 
St. Lawrenpe, hi" General Wt!fcip«on*a 
unfortnnatp expedftion against Montreal. 

In the descent itself he command^ the 
elite of the army, and at French C^eek, 
repulsed, wHh his own brigade, the naval 
armament wfajch had been sent out to bar-' 
rass and retard the expedition. He ^as 
not present at the battle of Williamsbnrsb, 
on the 1»A of November, \H19. 

During the following winter General 
Brown was left in command of the regit, 
lar troops in thenorthon mllitavy 4tstrtet 
of the state of New York, and was kbo- 
riossly and eotkstastly empt^vyed hi pw^ 
vtdiog for their comfefft and good ov4ery 
aad in improving and feoiiliarifing him* 
self in the theory and pimcti)sp ef modern 
tactics. During the wialAr seasioft of 
1S13, upon the fotmalion of thoplnDof 
operations fot the ensuing campaign^ it 
was doterauned to entrust the execotioii 
of it, on the Niagara frontier, tp 600. 
Brown ; lie was accordingly appointed 
Major Geo. and took the field early in the 
spring. 

The rest of his military career who does 
not know ? Were it in my power to fill 
up the magnificent outline of his exploits, 
already familiar to every mind, by the 
relation of additional Tacts and circnm* 
stances, or any of those minute incidents 
and traits of character which are ordi- 
narily overiook^d in contemplating the 
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grait results of bigb ackioTemeQti I coald 
expatiate with fond partiality on a theme 
to pleasing and 8o splendid. But, why 
should I ^(lin relate the oft-told story 
of the noble fields of Chippewa and Nia- 
gara ?— These are proud recollections trea- 
sured up Id the memory^ throbbing ^' in 
the heart of hearts" of eTery true Ame- 
rican. 

In tiiese encounters General . Brown 
wu distinguished as much by his personal 
actiTi^ and impetuous couimge, as by his 
skill and conduct. In the battle of Nia- 
gaza he reoeired some seTere flesh woundsi 
which oblig^ him to retire for a short 
time from actite sertice. After a few 
weeks he resumed the command, and soon 
after planned and executed the sortie from 
Fort Erie, on the 17th of September, 
when, in broad day-light, with an inferior 
and in part, an irregular force, he sur- 
pnied the enen^, droTO them from their 
entrenchmeDts, spiked their tanno^ de- 
stroyed their works, and carried off 400 
prisoners-— an exploit which, if it be re- 
garded rather with a view to the sagacity, 
the address, the conduct and courage 
displayed in it, than merely with respect 
to the scale of operation and its imme- 
diate results, murt sorely be considered as 
entilled to the very fifst rank of military 
merit. 

Im consequence of tUs discomfiture, 
Qeaeial Oruramond shortly after aban- 
doned the sic^, and foU back on Fort 
Geoige, and the eaapaiga closed in that 
quarter. 

- General Brown returned to his home, 
exulting, not so much at having van- 
quished the vanquishers of the world, 
the heroes of Talavera and Yittoria, as 
in the consciousness of having stood forth, 
in the hour of extreme peril, the cham- 
pion and bulwark of his country, and 
of having preserved one of the fairest por- 
tions of her from Indiscriminate ravage and 
desolation. 



Duriog the last winter he had meditated 
and organized a plan for the ensuing cam- 
paign, and in January, 1815, went on to' 
the seat of government for the purpose of 
conferritig, with the secretary of war. On 
his return from Washington, he was on 
hk way to call upon General Snyder, in 
order to make the necessary arrangements 
for calling out the western militia of Penn- 
sylvania, when the news of the arrival Of 
the treaty of peace overtook him. 

Since his return from the frontiers, Ge« - 
neral Brown has every where received the 
most ample testimonials of public gratitude 
and respect. Votes of high approbatioa 
have been passed by Congress and the 
State Legislatures, accompanied by pre* 
sents of swords and services of plate ; and 
our cities have vied with each other io 
paying htm every civic honour. SbmII 
things these in themselves! yet, such as 
have power to rouse the generous mind to 
loftiest enterprise — to kindle national 
gratitude — ^to animate national feeling— to 
exalt national character. 

In contemplating General Brown^s pro» 
gress to fame and fortune, we cannot but . 
be forcibly impressed with a sense of the 
inestimable advantages which this country 
enjoys in the facility with which talents of 
every kind find full range foir their enter- 
prise and activity. In most other coun- 
tries, society is divided by ancient usage, 
by lavr and positive institution, or by the 
natural effects of bad government and a 
too crowded population, into casts com- 
plet^y separated, and, as it were, walled 
off from each other, so that every trade 
and profession seems to have become the 
peculiar property of those individuals who 
have been trained from Infancy to nove in 
its narrow routine, and guard it with 
jealous cauUon against all intrusion. 
Here, on the other hand, talents of every 
species are suffsred to roam fi| hrge, with- 
out restraint, over the whole field of hu- 
man science and art and enterfnjse. 
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A real remedtf ! a real remedy; I 
Bags! Ri^s! Ri^s forever! 

Ayc^ my friends, I told you, that we 
Bmst hare more paper-^none^ or, th^ 
tie thing could not go ot$^ l told you, 
Aat tk« Bank would not pa^ in real 
money; or, that, if it did, all the land- 
Urds aad farmers ajid tradesmen would 
be utterly ruined, unless the interest of 
the Debt were diminished. In 181 i, 
while Perceval wau yet ali?e, the BollioB 
Committee propofed to compel the iknk 
io pay in real money at the end of two 
years. F»tc years hare passed, peac^^ is 
come,. Napoleoja is on our prbon-rock, 
and NO W a bill b brou^ into parlia* 
meat to protect the Bank against the 
demands \n caah for TWO YEARS 
LOXGER! Now, John Bull; Big John 
Bull J SemsiWe John Bull ; Cunning John 
Bull, wluat sort of a figure do you think 
yaumako in the ey^is of the world ! You 
hate got Napoleon in your clutches : you 
^re s^en Iiabedoycre and the braie ^ey 
pat to de«iii. Toa li^ve seen the brave 
Uar»l»al Brune (with whom the Duke of 
York capituiated at the Heldcr) mur. 
dered by the Royalists, You have seen 
the Pope, the Bourbons, and the Inqui- 
sition restored : but you have not seen 
mone^ pt^)ttetUs restored at the Bdmk. 
You are a great Believer^ John ; but, I 
think this new proposition will stagger 
your iaith. — However, this is a matter 
aot to be hurried off one's bands. I 
fnteiid to iiave a fair slap at jour wise 
pate neat week. 



lessening poor rates. — Reduction oj fo^ 
lories. — De^jtair in manj/ parts. — &?- 
peniance for the past.— Proposed lax- 
ing of Emigrants. 



TO TUE 

Fboi^IiE Of TUK United States ov 
Amcrtca. 

LETTER Vllf. 

Prince of Saxe^Cobourg^s tooth-ache. ^^ 
Poor-rates and Pmtpen in England. — 
is ^'^^^^ — Lincoln Paupers — Prince 
JLegemVs house -keeping. — Schemes for 



BotUy.lSthAffU, 1816. 
Before I enter upon aay other matter, 
I must inform you that (he Prince of 
SAXE-CoBouno has had a tooth-ache^ and 
that, as you will, doubtless, be rejoiced 
to hear, the pain has been removed, but, 
unfortunately, not without the pulling 
out of the tooth. However, it Is, as yon 
will see, very gratifying to us. to know, 
that His Serene Highness loses no time ia 
studying our language and laws. The 
following arc the words, in which these 
facts are communicated to the public. 

" From the Brighton papers it appears 
** that Prince Leopold of Cobourg had 
^^ been relieved from a painful tooth-ache 
" by the successful extraction of the dis- 
" eased tooth. We understand that the 
'^ operation was performed by Air. Bew, 
" the skilful dentist of that town. — 
** Prince Leopold of Cobourg regularly 
" devotes the early part of the day to 
" study, and the greatest proportion of 
" It to readings in order that he may be- 
*' come conversant, not only with the 
*^ English languagey but more particu- 
" larly its history, lazos^ customs^ and 
" manners. — The Rev. J. S. Clarke ge- 
" nerally attends his Serene Highness on 
" these occasions. That Prince Leopold 
" should not be diverted from his present 
" application is assigned as one important 
** reason for bis Serene Highness defer- 
" ring his introduction at the Drawing, 
'^room to-morrow." 

Now, upon the reading of this para* 

Saph,. which I take, mind you, from, the 
orning Chronicle, which ie not what is 
called a Ministerial print, you will burst 
out : ♦♦♦♦♦********»**»♦♦ 

But, this would be wrong. It would 
only thow, that you know very littlje 
about the real state of the public mind ii| 
England. . IfCtmehasteji, then, to oth9$ 
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matferiy as to winch jou will b« Me to 
imdentind me. 

Your example may, in many respects, 
be useful to us ; but, in manj more, ours 
may be useful aa a warning to yo« ; and, 
' in none more to, than on the subject of 
pauperism^ wMch has increased upon us in 
« degree, which, at last, threatens to 
destroy theyery roots of (he social system 
in England. In a Letter, which I pub- 
lished on the l5ih'of Norenber, 1814, 
addressed to a friend in Amorica, on the 
Expenoes, Taxes, &c. of England, com. 
pared with those of America, and which 
Letter, I perceiTe, has been re-published 
in your country, I could not, upon the 
subject of the )>oor- rates, speak positively^ 
there having been no official report made 
wpon the subject, since the year 1803. 
But, I spoke of them' by way of compu^ 
iationy the basis of which was the increase 
of the poor-rates In the parish of Bishop's 
Walthatny with the particulars of which 
I was but too well acquainted. Accord- 
Ing to this computation, the poor-rates, I 
said,' of the year when I was writipg, 
would amount, for all England (including 
Wales), to 7,895,556/. 1 do not per- 
ceire, that any doubt of my accuracy, in 
this respect, has been started. But, nozp, 
we ha?e fresh officiai accounts before us, 
made up to March, 1816, that is to say, 
four months after the date of my computa- 
tion, or estimate; and, 1 must coiitess, 
that, in laying its contents brforc you, I 
do feel some degree of pr'ule. in thif 
bflScial return are not included all the 
parishes, for want of time, perhaps; so 
that the return is not quite complete. 
But, from the following figures, taken 
from the return itself, yeu will see how 
forprizingly near my computation was to 
the reality. 

« In t».9«« Parishes— returned .. Z..7,02S^86 
** lo 854 pArithei--not returned • • 



' The Parishes not returned are princi- 
pally in populous parts of England. So 
that the total amount of the rates, if all 
had been returned, would, 1 dare say, 
baTC been within 100,000/. of the com- 
pvtation. Hovever, we hare now the 
net bi'fore MS, and a dfeadiulfact it is. 
Mr. UoLDswoam, whose Letter 1 insert 
for pabltcatlon is America, because the 
Goiaaeksiteold liaT« nothing to gainaay, 



estimates the poor*ratcs as being much 
higher nowy tlian they were last ye^r. I 
do fiof, if we speak in positive amonnt ; 
because it requires less to feed people 
with cheap corn than with dear com. 
But, as the positive amount has not been 
diminished, the relative amount has been 
dreadfully augmented, because the meaii» 
of support have been greatly lessened. 

During the war,^ and what were called 
days of i^rosperi'y, I never could obtain 
a hearing upon this subject. When Pitt 
and Rose and Perceval used to be boasting 
about the prosperity of the country, the 
flourishing state of the coontr}^, the re- 
sources of the country, 1 always bade 
them look at the increase of the poor- 
rates and paupers ; and asked them, whe- 
ther a country with so large a part of the 
people paupers, could be said to be pros- 
perous. NovOy however, this subject it 
pressing itself forward with irresistible 
force. It now comes arrayed in all the 
horrors of misery and all the terrors of 
desperation. MiUUms of people never 
yet submitted to be starved. Those who 
raise the food and raiment by their labour 
must and will have some of \U Laws, 
coercion, nothing can prevent this. The 
body, however miserable, will not lie 
down and die without a struggle. 

You have seen before, that many Mem- 
bers of Parliament have complained of the 
amount of the poor*ratcs« But, of what 
avail is complaint on such a subject ? Any 
man may as reasonably, complain of h^ 
great age ; for, as it is impossible for any 
law lo mtdce him yoanger, so Is it impos- 
sible for any law to diminish the poor- 
rates, unless by diminishing the number of 
paupers ; and that is onl> to be. done by 
a total change of system^ which these fea- 
tlemen are very careful never io pr9po9e, 
and which, indeed, they seem always pre- 
pared to reprobate. What should wa 
think of a man who complained that 
strong beer made him drunk, and who 
still continued to drink strong beer by 
the gallon ? Yet, such a man^s conduct 
would be just as consistent as is that of 
those persons, who complain of the in- - 
creasing amount of the |K>or-nit0s, while 
they steadily support a syatem, tlie ana- 
voidable effect of which is to creata 
pavpers. 

As to the emteni of the evil it is ngt to be 
described in all its pairts. Yappg and 4>ld 
there can be little short of t millionfof 



Digitized by 



Google 



453] 



April 13, 1S16. 



[4M 



paapers in England, inclnding common 
beggai% and persons in hospitafs and alms- 
houses; and that is, upon an ayerage, 
about 6ne pauper, or beggar, to ctery 
four who are not paupers or beggars. I 
bate, upon a former occasion, giren par. 
tiimlar details of country parislies. I *will 
here give an account of the paupers and 
rates in the Parish of St. StPULCHBE, 
ivhieh is in the heart of the Citj of Lon- 
don. I hare lying before me an bfficial 
account, giren to me by Mr; Miller of 
that Parish, signed by Wm. Scai^e, Tes. 
try cleric, and dated on the llth of Jan. 
18 1 6, which stales, that there were then, 
Paupers in the Wort-house . . "i^T 

Children at Nurse 25 

Insanv Poor S 

Relieved out of the House .... 92 
Relieved in the Country 9 

361 

Besides those paupers who receive occa- 
sional relief. 

Now, the number of persons who pc^ 
poor-rates in this parish was, at the same 
period, 6 1 2. The' annual amount of the 
expences was about 6,600/. 

This is a pretty picture of the pros- 
perity of the opulent rity of London. 
Facts like these are food for reflection 
wkh sensible men. Such men must see, 
that it H not an act of parliament to 
make a new arrangement as to the mode of 
^raising the rafes^ which will cure this 
most dreadful evil. Before the wars 
against the people of France; before 
those wars, which have ended in restoring 
the Bourbons, the Pope, and t^e Inquisi- 
tion ; before those wars, during which, by 
vay of episode, tlie Washington Buildings 
were burnt and Alexandria was plun- 
dered ; before those wars the paupers in 
this country were not one third part so 
numerous as they now are. So that here 
fs a change, which the Cossacks should 
never forget, when they are boasting of 
^e atchievements of that ^'glorious con- 
teft." 

Of the manner, in which the paupers 
are treated, it would be difficult Jo give 
any general description, seeing that it 
▼aries very much according to the ability 
Of the people to pay and to the disposi- 
tion of the persons having power orer 
t)iem. But, what may be done with them, 
and what is done, in some cases, may be 
(^itherad from the following speech of 



Sir Robert Herok, made in the House of 
Commons on the 3nd inttaRt. 

*^ Sir Robert Herou moved for leftve 
^^ to bring in a bill, for amenkiUng ^eKain 
*^ clauses in an act recently passed respect:* 
^ ing the LMcoin Poor Rates. He w«s 
^^ not aware of aoygood which resulted 
^^ from particnier local Acts rospe^tiof 
^< poor rates, as he though! the A^ ef 
^^the 3£nd George II. was admirably 
^^ suited ta every case* Alter a painful 
'^ recital of Ike miserable state of the 
^^ workhonae in that city, be matUianod 
*< that there were five cells strongly g^iard* 
^^ ed with irou bolts, not for the reception 
^' of lunatics, but for the punishment of 
^* such poor persons as might fall into any 
^^ tratisgressiou. In each of these tbeffe 
*^ were strong iron staples in the wall and 
<^ floor, to which the poor delinquent waa 
^^ chained. Among several instanpea of 
^^ crnelty, the worthy Baronet meatioA- 
^^ ed that a Chelsea pensioner, seventy 
^' years of age and totally blind,, had been, 
*' for a whole fortnight chained to' tl^t 
^^Jhor because he had beeq drunk ! That 
'^ a very young girl, having contracted a 
^^ certain disease, had been chained in a 
^< similar manner to the floor, lest she 
^^ should contaminate others. Que chain 
^^Jiied round her body had been W4iigfh$dy 
^^ and would the House believe him when 
^< he stated, it was not less than tzseniy* 
^' eight ^pounds weight] I These facts he 
*^ pledged himself were true. . . 
^^ therefore, for leave to bring in a Bill for 
'* amending the present Act." 

I dare say that the Cossacks of Mas- 
sachusets will maintain, tliat all this Is 
very right; or, at any rate, that it is 
much better that this should take place, 
than that the French nation should have 
been snfi*ered to remain free. . But, i\ay 
may be well assured, that this state of 
things cannot last for many years. The 
number of the paupers is now become so 
great in proportion to the population of 
the country^ that some serious conse* 
quence is at no great distance from us. 
So that, unless the Cossacks put up prayers 
for the system, it will fail, at last, as 
sure as they are bom. 

However, you in America, must not 
suppose, that we are all paupers; thai 
none of us live in a good style. We are 
a very liberal people towards our gnat 
folks, as I have before shown yoa. But, 
that yoa may^ have some idea ef the way, 
P2 
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in which our Royal Family live, I will 
here give you an account of the expeoce 
of the Prince Regent's living for a quarter 
of a^eaVy a» stated in the LordSleixard'a 
acccnint up to the 6th of January last. 
The I-iord Steward may be regarded as 
head serTant in the family, who orders in 
the eatables and dfiiikables, and pays the 
in-doorservants and the tradesmen. There 
are other great men, who manage the other 
departments of Exfem:v. The amount is 
as follows : 
Brpsd, nutter, Bffcoti. Cbrcse ami 

\>«eliU)le» -..^l.iai 19 10\ 

Butcher. Poulterer ami ViAv- 

moiigrr 5,411 13 1^ 

Beer and Cider 586 9 

Wix iWd Tattow Lichta • 1,460 19 7 

Orooery,Oilery, I>iboIi«, Jer. Tea, 

Milk and Cream S.235 15 7 J 

Wine. i.l?0 .S 10 

Lamps » 818 6 7\ 

Wa^tiiftg.u- ► «iO 18 

Fuel 1,090 16 

Slitioiier 96 19 6 

Turner and Brazier • • 375 i 0| 

diina and Gla-is S?69 19 3 

UoeiY. f 10113 s 



14,890 14 Q\ 

fi>w Palace o o 

Windsor Cottage 137 19 OJ 

Di»bnniements and Entcttain- 

roeata . •<«••••«• 6,950 



21.278 12 8} 
ricr Royal Higtiness the Prinresn 

Cliarlftttc » 2,614 9 

Gardens 4,575 5 0| 

Trea«iryaad Rxchcqaer Feet** s?9 10 

Salarien to Officeri 

and Servants in- 

chirHnf^ Wa^es 

aud Board Wages 

to Chapels ..i^4»600 3 3 

Compenaiitiort Al- 
lowance in lien 

of Tables «,«45 9 6 

Do* • • • . to retired 

Officers 1,194 10 

SMBvraunuation Al- 

lowatice and 

^oanties to Poor 

8erTant9,and An- 

ffital Bounty to 

Widows of da- 
ceased ( Officers 

BudServants.*** 4.t06 11 3 

1«,444 14 



,^40,94^ 3 6i 
How the Cossacks will smack t^eir lips 
at the flight of this Bill of Farel Forty 
thoasand pounds a quarter is 160,000 
pounds or 640,000 Dollars a year I Tli^re- 
Core if you think that John JBuU ia a 
niggard, you. afip rery much deceired. 



Your President reoeifes. altogether, onfy 
^25,000 Dollars, or, about 6,000/. s| year; 
but, then, he is only one of ypq^elvcs.* 
lie has no Royal blood flowing in his 
▼eins. It IS not, therefore, proper, xU^l 
he should be paid as kings and other 
Royal personages are paid. Tou see, in 
thii account, the item of wages and board 
Mages to Chapeh, What would the 
Cossack Priests gi?e to belong t^ these 
chapels ! This, I dare say, 'is one of those 
'' venerable institutions" upon which they, 
constantly have their eye. No wonder 
that ibey should prefer the British govern- 
ment, '* Monarchy and all." 

To return, now, to the poor-rates and 
paupers, I have so many times^ proved, . 
as I think, that paupet ism^ that the misery 
of (lie labouring people, is a necessary 
consequence of heavy taxation; I have, 
even in the present Volume, so clearly 
demonstrated this fact, that I will not here 
repeat -my arguments on the subject^ 
But, a f^ct or two that I have not recently 
stated, I will state here. In the reign oi 
Charles LI. the poor-rates of England 
did not amount, in a year, to more than 
200,000/. And, though the population 
of England has increased^ it has not in- 
creased in the proportion whi(;h is geao- 
rally supposed, a proof of which is, th«t 
hundreds of thousands of acres of land^ 
formerly cullivaiedy now lie in the shape 
of Dozens. Near London there bas been 
a great deal of waste land enclosed ; but, 
ill D(»rsetshire, VVUtshiro, Devonshire^ 
Cornwall, and even in Hampshire and 
Sussex, the old marks of the plough^ 
which no time seems capable of etiacin^ 
remain on large tracts, where the plough 
has Bot gone for a ceatory. London and 
its neighbourhood have enormously in- 
creased in buildings and population ; but,^ 
whole villages^^ once populous, in the 
distant parts of the country, hare become 
depopulated, or, they contain only a few 
miserable hovels, built of mud and thatch, 
surrounding a lofty and beautiful old 
church, built of stone, and of dimensions 
to contain a thousand people. From these 
facts, which I defy any one to contradict, 
I conclude, that nearly all which some 
parts of the country liave gained in popu^ 
lation, other parts of it hare lo6t. It is 
true^ that by tlie vast improvement derived 
/rom a knowleiige of the arts and scteneer^ 
applicabLe to agriculture, an acre of land 
has been made to produce, upon an aver 
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age, more than formerly ; but, then, the 
waste at^WLnry has made the demand 
greiater, for the same number of mouths. 
Therefore, admitting, that, upon the 
whol)^, the population of England has in- 
^re^sed, it cannot hafefucrcased in any Terj 

Sreat degree ; but, how fearful has been 
ie increase of the poor-rates and piiaupersi 
' Heafy Taxation bein^ the principal 
cause of this increase, what remedy can be 
applied other than that of makincc taxation 
no longer heavy ? Itis useless to bring for- 
ward abstract propositions as to the ex- 
istence and increase of the erit. It is 
Qselcss to declare, that something ought to 
be done. The only question worth agi- 
tating is, what ought to be done ? and, 
the only rational answer to that question 
Js, render taxation no longer so he(tvy^ 
that the labourer cannot reoeive more than 
m bare sufficiency to sustain life; lake less 
From the employer rn the shape of taxes, 
and the labourer and journeyman will 
tlieti have more in the shape of wages, 
and will want less, or nothing at all, in 
the shape of pauper-pay. 

There is something so childish in the 
proposition to make tradesmen and other 
mere house-boldcrs assist the farmers, in 
Ibe country, in paying the poor*ratcs ; or, 
to levy the amount of them by a general 
ftfjf, that I can hardly bring myself to i 
treat H seriously ; just as if every crea- ' 
tore who cats bread^ or, at least, who | 
pays for bread^ did not mm assist in re- 
ImtHirsing the farmer for What he pays in 
j?oor-rates! BVit, th^re wants a good 
long essay, one of these days, to show, 
Sn a manner more full and clear than 1 
ever yet have shown, that a tax laid upon 
the land only ; that is to say, for instance, 
\i hi) millions a year were raised in Eng- 
land from the occupiers of land aU>ne, 
and if there were no other tax in the 
country, this would be the best, surest, 
and fairest possible mode of raising the 
60 nfjitlions. This position, which I think 
myself able to profe to the satisfaction 
,Qf any man, who will take time to redect, 
>nd whose head is not uncommonly muddy, 
'is a very interesting one to you,in Ameri- 
ca, who are not yet so far gone in Custom- 
houses, Excise-offices, and Stamp-offices, 
as not to be able to stop. As a measure 
of mere foreign policy^ it may sometimes 
be necessary to meet imported goods at 
4he water's edge ; but, the system of a 
variefjf iff iaxatbn, and M the icotlovs 



about not taxing (his or that article be- 
caaso Kuch tax would fail upon ibe poor ; 
the whole of this system and set of notions 
have arisen piece-mcal with the M'unts -of 
governments, are supported by no one 
solid principle, and can never stand live 
test of reason dearly and forcibly applied* 

From this radical error, however, what 
a multitude of mischiefs have arisen 2 
Amongst a thousand others, we now'se^ 
before our eyes the mazes in which so 
many men of good intentions, and good 
talents, too, are wandering. They £rst 
iy on upon this tax, then upon that tax; 
one wants relief for the Barley grower, 
another for thascwho live on salt meat; 
another wants the Utile farmer*8 riding 
horse to go untaxed; a fourth calls for 
relief for the butter and cheese farmer ; 
a fifth requests the House to relieve Mvt 
leather trade ; a sixth calls aloud for the 
price of beer to be forced down; a 
s<^venth wants a regulation to compel 
brewers to make their beer of a certain 
strength ! Why, if these gentleman, some 
of whom, like Mr. Brand, for instance, 
are not bnly upright but very able men, 
had not imbibed the false notions of mul- 
tifarious taxa.tion ; if they coald b<it, for 
a moment, compktelir divest themsdvcef 
of that confusion of ideas, they never 
would talk thus. 

I have been watching narrowly to see 
whether my Lord Folresto!?s had ^ 
peculiar point of pressure to relieve, "^o^ 
hey at any rat«, knows well, that there iu 
but one remedy, and that that is, to lessen 
the general load of taxes ; and, he knows, 
too, that it is of no consequence where 
the work is begun or wher^ it h en* 
ded, except, indeed, that the ^arsi tax 
always is that, be it on what it may^ 
which employs, in proportion to its 
amount, the greatest number of tax* 
gatherers, and gives to the govem««Bt 
the greatest degree of undue inHuence. 
His Lordship must laugh when he hears 
the leather and salt tax described asbeadag 
with peculiar weight upon the labourer; 
for he has a head capable of tracing these 
taxes to the consumers of bread, meat, 
cheese, butter, cloth, &c. ; he knows 
welt, that these arc the persons who 
finally pay the tax on the lealtier of the 
labourer's shoes and on the salt which be 
puts in his broth. 

Affer all, then, ths rctaedy for pauper^ 
ism is the same as for every other tpmios 
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of pressure ; that Is to say, a reduction of 
iaxeB ; and, if tiiis reduction take place to 
any considerable extent, how is {Be inter- 
est of the Debt to be paid ? How are Che 
grand army and the navy and the dvil 
asl to be supported? There is a most 
furious ouUcry for economy^ on the part 
of those, who promised to expend their 
last shilling and the last drop of their 
blood in the late contest. But, how has 
economy been began ? I^ok at the late 
difisions, and, you will see, (hat it has 
been proposed to take ^,000/. a year 
from Rose's emoluments, but that I he 
proposition has been rejected. You will 
see^ that a similar proposition to get rid 
of a Secretary of State for the war cfe- 
partment in time of peaccy has shared 
a similar fate. And, I assure yon, that I 
do not expect, that, out of the proposed 
29 millions for the peace establishment, 
tzcp millions will be lopped off. Reason 
and justice demand u reduction of all 
salaries and allowances and pay to the 
Standard of 25 years ago, seeing that /ooc/ 
and wages arc gone back to that stan- 
dard, and seeing that the salaries, Sec. 
were rained expressly on account of the 
rise in the price of food and wages. This 
reduction is so manifestly just and reason* 
able, and so clearly necessary to the pab. 
lie good, and eren to the tranquility of 
the country, that you will be astonished 
that the measure should haye been delayed 
for a moment. But (a word in yonr ear,) 
there are so many of the ***»**♦* ♦ 
•♦♦ who have *•*♦♦«»♦*♦♦♦♦* 
that ♦♦«*«•♦• without a reform of 
parliament. 

- Yet, Hill this be done, 'till the salaries 
and pay and ciTit list be all brought 
down io the standard of 1792, it would 
be most atrocious injustice to reduce, 
or eren to talk of reducing, the interest 
of the debt. It is Tcry true, that at this 
time, the Stockholders are receiving, in 
fact, a great deal more than ^fe per 
centum for money lent since 1797. To 
bring thi:* matter to a fair state, however, 
«n salaries and pay and allowances must 
JSrst be reduced ; or, how can the parlia- 
ment attempt to find a JMtifi«ation for 
Fedttcing the interest of the Debt ? This 
is the grea/ obstacle to a restoration of the 
nation^s afifoirs ; and, as f have told you 
before, il ia pretty €erMii, that this, 
obstacle will operate^ effeotualiy during 
thk session of parliament I do not know, I 



that the thing wilt w>i go on thtia, 'till all 
the present landowners, except the very 
great ones^ and except those, who, in 
seme way or other, receive part of the 
taxes, wni have lost their estates, which 
are now passing away from thjem at a fall 
gallop ; and, thus, wo may, at last, live 
to see, that the system of Pitt was, 
in reality, the beat and most etteetual 
way of producing equality. Every year 
BOW gives the aristocracy a furious push 
downwards. Their estates are contiua- 
ally coming to the hammer. You would 
be surprised to 'see how the Commissaries, 
Contractors, and others, who have grown 
rich by the war, arc shoving them out 
of their old mansions. You will say, that 
this is a change for the better ; and, in 
some respects, it certainly is. At any 
rate, it is a natural consequence of the 
measures, which the aristocracy them- 
selves have supported. They are. entitled 
to no pity. Sir Francis Uurpett told 
them, in the House of Commons, years 
ago, that, "while they were zealously 
" attending to the improvement of the 
" cultivation of the soil ; while they 
^* were so active at Agricnltoral Societies 
«< and Cattle-shows, they seemed not to 
^^ perceive, that the land itself had, in 
" fact, been taken from them, and that 
" they would make the sad discovery 
" when it would bo to late." These 
were nearly his very words. The land- 
owners, who heard these words, paid 
little attention to thero« They thought 
Sir Francis Burdett "a violent man.'' 
They now find, that it was wisdom^ and 
not violence^ which dictated this memora- 
ble advice. 

Since the date of my last letter to yon 
the state of the country has certainly been 
going on from bad to worse. Despair, ia 
many cases, has made shocking havoc 
The sales by distress warrants for rent and 
taxes have become more and more com* 
nion. The property at these sales is real- 
ly given away, A {>loogb, which, only a 
year ago, cost, perhaps, 6 pounds, is sold 
frequently for 10 or Id shillings. A 
threshing machine, which cat Jiffy poundS| 
was, the other day, not far from my hoosa^ 
sold for Jive pounds. At no great dis- 
tance a farmer, a fine yoang man, not 
married many years, and who had a good 
fortune, has juat cfi/ Jus throats Tfro 
others, wkhiti my obsertadoB^ Hja goiM 
iHod. Hundreds quit their farms by mghty 
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steal aw»y their goods, and flee Ibe coiin- 
trjp. I kAOw wJiat ^ov will say to all 
ttia. I know, that yo« will say^ that you 
feel for the sofferiiigs uf all mankiod : but^ 
that you cannot think us more eHtitled to 
your compassion, than were the pillaged 
French people and the bra<vc Marshal ^ey 
aod others, whons our allies, the Bour* 
bona, have put to death. I know you 
will exclaim : ***♦*♦♦♦♦**«♦ 
**♦**♦♦♦♦♦. It is all rery true. 
Certainly, if we had not done these things, 
we should not, at this day, have raperi- 
•need such miseriei as we now expcri. 
cnce. These miseries are the nai oral con- 
seqaeuc<^s of such conduct. 1 must, how- 
ever, put in this plea for the people of 
lElogland, that they have t>cen most infa- 
Biously treated by a ptesxy which is not 
less wicked, and far more powerful, than 
that of ) our I ossacks. The people were, 
perhaps, enTious enough of the freedom 
and happiness of France; but, they never 
would have act 'd as they have doue, had 
it Dot been for a most Hicked and power- 
ful press, f know, that you wi'l say, 
that, when you I >ok back to the ^Ctnes at 
the Riwr Resin^ at Frcnchtown^ at Hamp- 
ioti^ and at those which were intended ior 
Baliimore and Mew Ot leans; and when 
]^ou reflect that our present miseries arise 
Ontol ihe i>ebl imrtly contracted to cany 
on the war against you, it is impossible 
for you to cry your eyes out at hearing 
of theite our miseries. And, if I do not 
ask you to do this, I most, at any rate, 
^g jou to believe, that we have not all 
of w merited this severe visitation of the 
Pitt fty^tem, ol which many amongst as 
have always disapproved. 

Lord Wei.li-slky has lately observed, 
in the House of Lords, on the subject of 
the conduct of ihe people^ that they most 
tthearfully gave their money to carry on 
the war, and that, -^ amongst all the Peti. 
*< tioMS there was not to be found one 
^* word of ref)en/ance at our poJtt efforts " 
'I'his IH staled in the report of the speech ; 
and, if the words were uttered, they were, 
I dare say, true, as to petitions to the 
Lords; but, uith re^^ard to those, laid 
l^fore the CommouK, there is repentance 
enough expressed for our past efforts, or. 
at least, for the consequences of them. 
The petitions of Middlsex, Somerset- 
ahire> Worstershire, Wiltshire, and many, 
■umy others, express disapprobation at 
•nr baTtag iAtarfered in theiataual afiaif 



•f other uationi. Loan IIoll^^fiO is r»» 
ported to have said, in a recenrTlebate, 
that, " With regard to the majority of 
** the (>eople who were %ivd to \p -n fa- 
** vour of the Income Tax, he t outd not 
" help considiTing if a maj rttif of ihe 
*' same description as th tt in iavuni of ih$ 
*•• BouKBONs in Fraiwe^ and he supper ed 
*• that if both maj'iri'ies were sent w er« 
** certain indiuduaN had been seut, to 
'* Elba or St Uefena^ that either of these 
** inland* would be fdl^ l<^r^e enough to 
" contain theifJ*^ itis Lordship, who is 
really a very goo'l, and a very able man, 
has been abus d for *hi'* by some of our 
venal writers, but }ou vill no?, on that 
account, pay le^^ atten'ion to his words^ 
which, you may b^* assured, did not drop 
from his lips in a casual way, and without 
*=olid grounds for believing the lacl. 

The hired piri of the pre>s is ctintiniu 
ally at work to make the p -opfe believe, 
that the mineries of the country have not 
arisen out of the war. The motive for 
this is manifest enough. But, thi y labour 
in vain. Every, man, be be in wha! state 
of life hie may, knows now, he is now 
taught by his feeling, that it is the taxes 
which make him suffer. He knt>ws, or is 
told, of the small amount of taxes that was 
|)aid in 1792, and of the plenty and pros- 
nerity which then reii^ned in England. 
lie next asks why the taxes cannot be re- 
duced to the amount of 170?, seeing, that 
now we are at peace as we were in I792j 
and, he is told, that the co^t of the war 
renders such reduction imposi>ible. The 
conclusion is, that the war, and the war 
alone, has been the cause of his misery ; 
and to prevent him from co i ing to this 
conclusion, or to get it out of his head 
after it is safely lodged there, is beyond 
the power, even of such a press as ours. 
The people, therefore, now feel, that they 
owe their miseries to that war, which they 
so long supported with all their might. 
They sec, too, that that war has hung a 
mill-stone about their necks, which is 
never to be got rid of by any little milk, 
and- water measures. They appear to 
feel no interest in any of the projects that 
are afloat ; but, stanl in a sort of sulkj 
mood, waKing to see what will be done, 
or, rather, to see whether any thing radi» 
ca/ will be done. 

One of the schemes that have been start^ 
ed, is, a tax upon eaUgratioiu I mention- 
ed this fai an article, publistied hoi ^ar. 
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th, like grape-shot, against the Tjthes. 
The reoiom fttated io these petitiona are 
the c«riouft part of the affair. Now, you 
fhall hear those, which the Devonshire 
people gi?f : '* That in order to preserre 
^^ the Constitution of the United Empire 
^^ of Great Britain and Ireland, as well 
^ ciTil as ecclesiastical, it t> necessaty that 
*^ there yhonld be an Establinhed CUrgif^ 
^< learned and independent. — That (he 
^^ fanctions of the Clergy being limited 
^ to the promulgation of the Christian 
^^ doctrine!*^ the influence which they hold 
*' "by virtue of the Tythe J^aws over the 
<^ Agriculturalist i« incompatible with their 
^^ Hohf Establishment^ and prevents an 
<^ exfencfed cultivation of the Land. — 
** That (he lythe Lawtt in their operation 
<• have be*n the means of creating invete" 
^ rat jealousies and disputes between 
" the Clt»rgy and the People, which have 
^ been followed by secessions from the 
<< National Church, and by schisms and 
^ opinioun destructive of sound moralitif.^' 
What prfcions cant I What barefaced 
ftiUh •od ! What outrageous nonsense! 
These people would abolish the tythes for 
<Im sake of reU^ion ! At the end of seven 
hundred years, they have discovered, that 
Tythes are incompatible with the duties of 
priests. However, I beg to be clearly 
understood, as by no means opposing the 
object in view. But, I cannot suffer 
falshood, nonsense, ~ and cant to pass 
without animadversion. This is a matter, 
in which I will take no part. Here are 
the Yeomanry Cavalry on x one side and 
the Clergy on the other. They most 
cordially iinittH) against the French repubm 
lieans and (he English reformers ,* and I 
am quite willing, for my part, to leave 
them to settle the question of Tythes in 
thtir own way. 

Wm. Cobbett. 

Impiiisonment op Napoleon 

AND 

Bank-Restriction Bill. 
On these two subjects some curious 
things have been said, on the first in the 
House of Lords and on the second in the 
House of Commons, on the 8th instant. — 
I insert the debaU^s here at full length, 
^nd beg the reader to attend to every uord 
^ihem. — They are of infinite importance. 
«<»Miiid, reader, what I have all along 
•aid upon tiieso two sabjeetBt 



BONAPARTE I>CTENTIOM BILX. 

Earl liATHURar moved the aecond. 
reading of the Booaparte Safe Custody 
Bill. 

Lford Holland. He did not rise to 
oppose the Bill ; for though be was woR 
aware that he might think there was 
neither magnanimity nor sound policy in 
the mode i|i which we were proceeding 
with respect to this individual, y^ a ma- 
jority both in Parliament and out of 
doors were 4>£ opinion that sont6 sncb 
proceeding was necessary. He had on 
a foripur occasion stated the reasons oo 
which his opinion was founded, and 
would not now repeat them, especially as 
he would have the opportunity of record- • 
ing the reasons of his dissent on the jonr^ 
nals— a privilege of which, he strongly . 
folt the value on this occasion. He was 
astonished, however, that the Noble. 
Secretary of State should have proposed 
the second reading of a bill of this sort, 
without stating 6^9 reasons on which it 
was founded, and even without expls^na. 
tion as to its nature and object There 
was one thing to which be could not halp 
calling their Lordships' attention, as con- 
nected with this biU-^he alluded to the 
treaty by which Great Britain had becoBW 
bound to keep him. Napoleon delivered^ 
iiiuiself up in July last ; and sooh after a 
treaty appeared, by whtc|i Great Britain^ 
without any siipulaiion in i,t$ lk»our„ liad 
gratuitously ottered to gimrd and keep 
him. Now he would aak, when we had, 
him in our power to be dealt with ac- 
cording as the law of nations^ or the nui- 
uicipal law and policy of this country, 
might dictate, why it wa^ (bat Miotstera 
had voluntarily shackled the councils of 
this country by such a treaty ? Because, 
if we wore authorised by the Uw of na- 
tions, and the municipal law of the coun- 
try, to delain NapoU*on, then we had 
full power to do so without this treaty. 
If the other Powers cousidered it as aa 
advantage that he should be so kepfcy 
why did we do it gratuitously ? Two 
of these Powers stood in a peculiar 
situation with respect to Bonaparte. 
One M'as nearly connected whh biro ^y 
marriage ; and another had not only beea 
connected with him by treaties, but the 
Soverigo had avowed the strouge&t per- 
sonal attachment to him) and tlvat, loOj 
after all those acts for whicb he had b«^ 
pariicolary stifpaatia^d ; 1immwt4m of 
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the Dmc ]>Enghien, and all the other 
crimes of that description; after I he in. 
Tasion of Spain, the greatest polifical 
crime he had ever comoHtted. If, not- 
withstaraliug all thb, tht-y tbotieht that it 
was for tl>e Mfety of Europe that he 
should be detained as a prisoner of war, 
why should we so detain him under a 
tretkiy with them, without anv stipulation 
for the of benefit this country? The Minis- 
ters had him in therr own powc*r ; and if 
they were justified in detaining him by 
the law of nations and of this country, 
then, when the other Powers called n|>on 
them for a treaty to effect that object* 
they might ha?e insisted upon some bene- 
fit in return for their own country. 
Wliy, then, did they spontaneously and 
gratuitously undertake this office, espe- 
cially when the country was so much 
OTerburtbened with the immense military 
eatablishment which the Ministers were 
resolfed to keep on foot, and when one 
of them had stated, as the ground of his 
opinion on that head, that the true stales- 
man-like maxim in these cases was, not to 
consider the actual d8n<eer, but those 
clangers which by possibility might arise. 
Was it not possible that the policy of 
Great Britain might be diflfefent from 
what it was at present? Was It not pos^ 
sible that our political Tiews might be 
dlftrent from those of Rassia and Prusshi ? 
Why, then, did Ministers conclude a 
treafy onerous on this country without 
any equiralent ? The treaty began wiih 
an allegation that Bonaparte was then in 
tbe power of the Allied Sovereigns, which 
was unfounded in fact, for he was then in 
the power of Great Britain alone ; and it 
was curious, after thb, to find that Great 
Britain was to be loaded with all the ex- 
pense and all tbe responsibility of keeping 
kiv, for the gratification of their revenge 
or ingratitude, and that, too, without 
compensation. Without any reference to 
the individual himself, or what might be 
hit deserts, we ought to deal with him in 
a manner becoming this country. We 
omght not to consider merely what punish- 
ment the individual might be thought to 
deBene^ but what punishment it became a 
great and liberal nation to inflict. With 
rafpect to the Bill itself, he wished the 
Honie to consider what it was, and what 
wovld be its legal conseqoences when it 
passed. In reading the Bill he found 
great difficnlty in understandiDg the first 



of these points* But whether their Lord^ 
ships approved of the detention or not, it 
was proper that they should understand 
dearly and distinctly what they were to 
do, whether the bill wa- necessary to gkc' 
the power of detaining him as a prisoner 
of war, or whether it was competent to 
the ^lilli^ters legally to detain him as such 
by the law of nations, and by the mnni- 
cipal law of this country as it now stood. 
He knew it was generally consiJered as 
expedient that he should be so detained, 
whether it was at present le^^al or not ; 
but it did not follow that the same provi. 
sions were necessary, whether he might be 
legally detained or noU If he might be 
legally detained as a prisoner of war, 
then the bill ought to be declaratory 
merely, and then such restrictions and 
other provisions might be added as should 
appear proper. If it was crpedient that 
he should be kept as a prisoner of war, 
though that was not at present legal, then 
in would be necessary to enact, not as 
this bill did, but, that Napoleon should 
be considered as a prisoner of war from 
the time when he delivered himself up, and 
then there ought to be an indemnity to 
those who had done what 4hcy bad no; 
legal authority to do. That sort of in- 
demnity was, in fact, inserted in the St. 
Helena Intercourse Bill. It would, there- 
fore, be of great use to have the opinion 
of the Judges, whether Napoleon mighty 
as the law now stood, be detained as k 
prisoner of war. All he contended for 
was this, that it was necessary to know 
what was the actual state of the matter on 
which they were to legislate. Was Bona- 
parte a prisoner of war by the law as it 
at present stood, or was he not? Till 
they knew this they were legislating in 
the dark, and it was necesser\ , therefore^ 
to desire the attendance of the Judges. 
The Noble Lord (Eldon) might smile, 
but the Noble Lord knew, that doubts 
had existed on this head, and it was fitting 
to know exactly how the matter stood, 
before they proceeded with a Bill, from 
which it might be infered that it was no| 
legal. The first question arose on the 
words of the Bill, ^' he shall be held ta 
*^ be and dealt with as a prisoner of war.** 
If then he was to be held and dealt with 
as a prisoner of war by virtue of this BiU^ 
what would be the le^l consequences of 
such an enactment? He should then pro* 
poee to sabmit to the J^idgei tbete qpow- 
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tions : — I st, What was the precise descrip. 
tion of au alien enemy and an alien 
friend ? 2nd, Whether any person could 
be considered as an alien enemy, uho 
"was not the subject of any state with 
which we were at war? Sd, Was an 
alien enemy taken in war entitled to his 
Habeas Corpus^ if detained after the sig. 
oature of a treaty of peace, with all the 
Powers or any of which he could be con- 
sidered as a subject ? 4th, Could any per. 
jBon be held as a prisoner of war, who was 
not the subject of any known State ? 5th, 
Could any man be so detained who was 
the subject of a state with uhom we 
were not at war ? Tlic answer to these 
j|ucstions would put their Lordships in 
poksebsion of the proper information on 
tliis subject. If there was no doubt 
•bout the law, why was this Bill brought 
iu ? He was exposing himself very impru- 
dently to the sort of answer which would 
he gifen to all this, namely, that he was 
an admirer of Bonaparte and the French 
revolution, and so forth ; for all the' ar- 
' gumcuts of the Ministers on all occasions 
ipight be comprised under two general 
beads — Napoleon Bonaparte, and 1806* 
JGfut leaving them the bene6t of these ar- 
l^t^ments, he returned to the real question 
;— why should they be railed upon to pass 
a law in the dark? With respect to the 
-Other point-T-what would be the legal 
affect of the bill, perhaps it might be 
more regular to reserve that for the Com- 
xnittee: But he would now ask any of 
■the Noble and Learned Lords, whether a 
jKisoaier of war could bring an action 
j^ainst any of his Majesty's subjects? 
and if not, whether it was his being in 
«ui9tody, or his being a subject of a State 
at war with us^ that was the cause of it? 
Be understood that a prisoner of war 
.might maintain such an action, unless his 
^adversary pleaded that he was an alien 
■a^emy ; and the etfect of such a plea he 
■ujjdorstood to be, that the plaintiflf's 
[tuit MSiA stopped or suspended, but not 
quashed, because the Court contemplated 
,that tlie alien enemy might bec-ome an 
alien friend, and then he would be entitled 
.to proceed with hisBuit. This Bill would 
render the law absolutely unintelligible 
^on this point. The common law had uo 
provision about modes of proceeding in 
Jth^ case of a prisoner of wa^*, and only 
,£OkjDti;m plated ihe character of alien friend 
or.|ilk)a.eDem^, .and rccognisad the keep- 



ing an alien enemy in custody ; and unless 
they knew precisely what Mas the state of 
the law at present, the consequence of 
passing this Hifl would be to iuToUe the 
matter in legal subtleties, which eten the 
Ingenuity of the Noble and ^..earned Lord 
could not anrarel. He wished, therefore, 
that the second reading of the Bill should 
be postponed till after the Holydays, as 
4he Judges who were absent in the dis- 
charge of their important duties coiild not 
attend till then. This could hardly be 
objected to on the ground of delay, as 
the Ministers had the same means of 
bringing forward such a Bill, if necessary, 
long ago ; and the delay was fherefoi-e 
owing to thcmselTes, and not to those who 
were desirous of having the proj>er infor- 
mation on the subject, before they agreed 
to a Bill of which the consequences might 
be so impoKamt. He roorcd that the Bill 
be pead a second time the first Tuesday 
after the recess, and, for that purpose, 
that the word « new*' be left out of the 
motion for the immediate second reading. 
Karl Batourst said, his not stating iim 
grounds of this measure did net ariae 
from any inattention or disrespect to the 
Honsc, bnt because he thought there were 
no objections to the IHII H-iuch could pro- 
perly be made in this ^iv^g^. Bonaparte 
had surrendered himself, but that did not 
make him the less a prisoiter of w«^ 
No act of Ms con Id suspend our rlght^ 
and he was as much n prisoner eC war as 
if he had been taken in battle. Theiae 
might be some question, M^hefher, after the 
treaty of peace, he oould be detained as 
a prisoner of war, and this blH had been 
brought in to clear aM doubt on that ques- 
tion, and to regulate the mode of his de- 
tention. 'Jlie character of a pHsofier of 
war was well known in oar statute book, 
and that, therefore^ was the dwractar 
under which ho was to be detained. The 
Noble liord had referred to the treaty 
about his detention, and had adrerted to 
certain questions of policy on that head : 
but the Noble Lord forgot that we were 
at that time acting in strict concert with the 
other Powers ; and that when Napoleon 
was in the power of one. It followed tbftt 
he must be considered as in the power of 
all the Allies. We had no exclusive power 
over Bonaparte, for he had given him- 
self up in consequence of a commoiV'^ffoH. 
As to our undertaking to keep him, it 
w^s certahrlyan ad^rantage to tWfi coea- 
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fry to be allowed to do U, as we most be 
better satisfied that it would be properly 
done, than if he had been left in (he power 
of any other. Each had an equal right to 
demand him for safe custody; and none 
could keep him witb more honour, secu* 
rity, and lenity, than this country. If 
be had been left in the power of Russia, 
Austria, Prussia, or France, we might 
not have been so well satisfied^ The 
Koble f^rd said that the policy of these 
Powers might not be always the same as 
flow. That was true, but might they not 
say the same thing as to us ? Oar policy 
might vary, and therefore it was perfectly 
reasonable that they should hare an obli- 
gation on our part, independent of our 
existing policy. The Noble Lord seemed 
to consider that the dignity of the House 
required that we 8bo«ld bare precise in. 
formation how the law stood at present: 
but he could not see how the dignity of 
the Uouse was concerned, and under this 
bin Bonaparte would . be treated as a 
prisoner of. war, with such restrictions as 
might appear proper. As this bill would 
place him in the situation of a prisoner of 
war, it did not appear material to hare 
it ascertained bow the law actually stood 
at present as to that point. 

Lord HoLi:.AND obserred, in explana- 
fiou that his argument had been misap- 
prehended. He had no doubt that the 
other powers might wish to hare him de- 
lained as a prisouer of war ; but why 
did we consent to do this for them with, 
out some adfantage to ourselres, they 
having an equal interest in his detention 
as we had ? Might not the policy of this 
country change ? and why did ue come 
under an obligation to deal with Bona, 
parte as they wished, without any ralua- 
Dle confsideration of particular advantage 
to ourselves? In order to illustrate his 
argument, he would put an extreme case, 
and he admitted that it was such. Suppose 
such a change in the views of Austria, 
with respect to Franco, as that the Aus- 
trian Government might be inclined to 
place die son of Napoleon on the throne of 
France* and suppose a revolution in 
France, which would render this an easy 
matter, llieny suppose we might find it 
necessary to court the alliance of Austria 
aad Fr^ce against other Powers of the 
Contioent. The son of Napoleon might 
insist upoa the release of his father as a 
preliminary condition ; and then the in. 



convenienee would arise from our efKgaga^ 
ments with ftossia and Prussia on this h^ttl; 
Some such change might take place in the 
policy of the country, not only under 
other Ministers, but even under the pre* 
sent Ministers ; and why were the cona^ 
cils of thi5 country thus shackled with* 
out any raluable consideration ? Soma 
thought that the detention of Bonapaitt 
was legal ; others thought it was not legal^ 
but that it was expedient. Then, in order 
to know how to legislate correctly, th^lr 
Lordships ought to know how the law 
stood at present. 

Earl Batiiurst. — He had not misuYfr. 
derstood the Noble l^rd. He agahk 
stated that we had no exclusive right orefr 
Napoleon, and that it was reasonable out 
allies should ask some security for his de* 
tention beyond the existing policy of thii 
country; and if it was reasonable in 
them to ask it, it was proper in us to glr^ 
it. We would not be satisfied without 
some such security if they had him. 

Lord Holland. — Would they llavi 
him without a sum 6f money ? 

Earl of Lauderdale. — He thoogM 
that too much importance had been attach^ 
ed to this matter, and that Ministers s^eH^ 
ed to conceive that there was somethift| 
preternatural in the influence of this man. 
He mfght hare been kept in this country 
yery securely in the custody of a peace 
officer, arid there were some rery active 
peace officers who would take sufficient 
care of him ; but Bonaparte seemed to 
have paralysed the senses of the feretgH 
Sovereigns, and also the senses of thos# 
who framed this bill. Why did they not 
speak plainly out, instead of wording if hk 
this obscure phraseology ? The preamble 
was, that whereas Bonaparte was dctaiti« 
ed at SL Helena, it was expedient that h^ 
should still be detained there: the obvioob 
meaning of which was, that the cause of 
his being further kept there was, that hk 
had been kept there before. This wa6 
holding out to our Allies that Bonaparte 
had never been dangerous till he was con* 
fined at St. Helena ; whereas they had 
found by experience that he was danger^ 
ous before. The Noble Eari said that It 
was not necessary to decide whether he 
was a prisoner of war without this Bill ': 
bathe hisisted that it was impossible tb 
pass it without deciding thiit without ft 
he was uoc a prisoner of war, dnd had 
been illegally detained, so that an indenf- 
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si^ might bet AtceMf ry < This proved the 
aeeesBitjr fmr tbe delay, called for by his 
M^Ue Friend. The truth was, that 
MiiHBters wiafaad to avoid answering the 
QMatton whether bo was or was not a 
peisofior of war before, and whose sub- 
ject be waiyor whether he was Is^iperor of 
£liba, ia order that they might by this Bill 
«oii6ae bin at St. Ikileaa^ not allowing 
even a ooraer in £itcope tp him who ouce 
f>osstM«ed almost tbe whole oF it. They 
had put in the St. Helena Intercourse 
Biil an indemnHy to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, aod why had they not stuck 
aa indevnitj into this Biil also, which 
woaki at least as well correspond with 
the title? He dc^Qed tbe ingenuity even 
#f tfc« Noble Lord on the Woolsack to 
nake seose of this Bill as it at present 
•tood< 

The LoftD CuANCELLOR. — He laid no 
dairo to tbe ingenuity ascribed to him by 
kii NoMe Friend, for he thought that it 
required no particoJar ingenuity to under- 
•tand the Bill, though a great deal of in- 
genuity had been employed to misiinder- 
•tand it. He would not argue with refer- 
ence to Bonaparte or 1806, though he 
tiMvghi tbe latter bad been as mischievous 
aathe former; but what he said was this, 
Ibat there was no good reason for consult- 
ing the Judges, because, whether they 
ebo«ld answer one way or the other, he 
iboold still think this Bill necessary. The 
enacting part was, that he should be kept 
as a prisoner of war under certain restric- 
tfaPM ; tbe restrictions being for the pur- 
pose of allowing all possible lenity consist- 
ent with tbe safe custody of Bonaparte, 
tbongh perhaps not strictly conformable 
te the natnre of the confinement of a pri- 
soner of war. The nature of the restric- 
tions was settled, and those who might as- 
sist him in any attempt to escape were to 
be liable to tbe same punishment as those 
who assisted in the escape of prisoners of 
war. The bill, therefore, was sufficiently 

{lain and distinct. Really the Noble 
lOrd (alluding, we believe, to the manner 
in which the Earl of Lauderdale looked at 
Jilm while speaking) pot such a face upon 
Ae matter, {A laugh) gave such a coun- 
tenance to it, that he did not know how 
4o withstand it. With respect to the pre- 
aoMB) he must do as they did in the Com- 
siitoe^-^ostpone it. (A laughJ) 

Lord Holland's motion, that the word 
^aow' be leftowt, was negatived ; and tbe 



BUI was read a se^nd time,, and ordered 
to be committed to-morrow. 

Earl Bathurst then moTed the second 
reading of the Si. Helena Intercourse Bilf. 

The Earl of Lauoeroale said, that 
there was nothing in the title which could 
lead any one to conjecture that there was 
a clause of indemnity in the bill. 

Earl Bathurst. — ^The Committee was 
the proper stage for that objection. 

The bill was read a second time; to be 
committed to-morrow. 

Lord Holland moved that his ques- 
tions be put to the Judges. He did it only 
pro forma^ that he might lay the ground 
for recording his dissent. 

The question was accordingly put on 
these questions, and negatived} — Ad- 
journed. 

BANK REStaiCTIOir ACT. 

The Order of the Day for a Committee 
on this Act having been read, 

Mr. Grenfell wished to know from 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, at what 
time he thought the Bank would be abl6 
to renew its payments in specie ? 

Th^ Chancellor of the Exchequer, as * 
far as he could at present judge, thought 
that in two years payments in specie 
might be resumed. 

The House then went into a Committee 
on the Bank Restriction Act, in which 

The Chancellor of the ExcHBtixER 
moved, that this Act be further conti^noed 
for a time to be limited. The time, as he 
had already said, would be about two 
years, as it was better to ^n a definitive 
term when it was probable cash payments 
could positively be renewed. If trade 
continued in a flourishing state, there 
would necessarily be a great influx of 
specie. He concluded by moving a Reso- 
lution for the continuance of the Act. 

Mr. Grenfell desired the House to re- 
collect that some time ago the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had mentioned the 
month of July, 1816, as the time when 
payments in specie were to be resumed. 
It seemed to him that there could be qo 
more favourable time for resuming pay- 
ments in specie than now, when the Mint 
price of Bullion, particularly of Silver^ 
was the same with the market price. He 
repeated his opinion that the public should 
participate in the profits derived by tht 
Bank from this Act. 

Mr. PoNsoNBT also reminded the Bouse 
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tbat Jalr, 1916, was the period fixed by 
the Right. Hon. the ChanoeHor of the 
£xcbequer as that at which pa^'Oieiits in 
specie should be resomed. Two years 
lience he eipected that the time when this 
Act was so be dispensed with would be as 
far distant as now, excepting the time that 
would intervene between this time and 
then. 

The Chan'cellor of iht Exchequer, 
in answer to the two last Speakers, ob- 
•erred, that since the passing of (he exist- 
ibg Act, the renewal of the war had 
clanged the circumstances of the country, 
that though our foreign commerce was in 
a most prosperous state, our internal situ- 
ation was not flourishing, and that a con- 
tinuation of the measure was thus render- 
ed necessary. With regard to the public 
participating in any profits, it would, in 
bis opinion, derogate from the honour of 
Parliament and the public, were he, by 
iNroposingany parti cipiition with the Bank, 
to allow it to be inferred, that the country 
compromised the character of Hs currency 
for a pecuniary consideration. 

Mr. PoNsoNBY and Mr. Orenfell as- 
sarted that the renewal of the Restriction 
-was understood to be one of the conditions 
of the loan of six millions by the Bank. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
mud Lord Castlereagh stated, that the 
tenewal of the Act made no part of the 
tMrgain with the Bank. 
* Sir J. Newport. — When he found that 
it was proposed to continue the restric- 
tions for two years longer, he lost all hope 
■©f erer seeing them cease. 

Mr. PoNSONBY contended that as long 
at paper was convertible into gold, there 
was no scarcity of circulating medium. 
The restrictions had increased the issue of 
Bank notes, from which had arisen an ar- 
tificial price and the disappearance of the 
tirculattng medium. He considered the 
present as an attempt to revive that paper 
currency which had occasioned the dis- 
tresses of the country. 
. The Chancellor of the IJxchequbr 
ttaintained that before the restrictions had 
been imposed, there had been continual 
•omplaiuts of the want of a circulating 
■ledium, especially at the close of the 
American war, and in 179^. 

Mr. PoNsoNBT said, that the complaints 
to which the Right Hon. Gentleman i|U 
lodad, were occasioned by the state of the 
ipin and not tba want of a eircnlatiDg me- 
dhw% 



Lord CitTxvRtAdti stated, that ef eof« 
a mixed circulatioinr, (hore wt^re M -iitil*> 
Kons of guineas in I7P7. Now that tha 
industry Of the country was doubled, a 
proportionably large drculitron of goitiaas 
would be necessary, and that would not 
b^ effected without nuffid^t time to allow 
the gold to How in. If the Bank wera 
opened too soon, it would be run- upoo 
and rendered utmble to support that' oir» 
eolation which even at amylkne was nev 
cessary. 

Some-further conrersHtion followed'be* 
tween Mr. Ponsonby, the Chatieettor of 
the Exchequer, Lord ^Castlbrea^, Mr. 
Grenfell, Lord Folkstone^ and Mr. Mei^ 
lish ; the latter of whom reminded the 
House, that it was the Parliament and tha 
country that oblig^ the Bank to dncaa^ 
tinue its cash payments — it was aot the 
Bank that reqofred ft* 

After a few Words from Gi^neral Thorn* 
ton, the resolution was agreed to, and a 
bill ordered accordingly. 



STATE OF IRELAND. :, 

The following Speeches in the Hooie cf 
f^rds, on the ^d. inaiant are valuable, 
because they contain a dtsacription af tha 
miserable State of Ireland, and will eoa« 
ble my readers to jndge of the meafurea» 
which have, for years, been adoptad tap 
wards that country. 

The Marquis of Bucxinoiiam roaob 
The motion which he was now to tuboiit 
to their Lordships was, that they shonld 
resolve themselves into a CoraHtae t^ 
consider the state of Ireland* He was al 
some loss to state the particular gronndi 
on which that motion ought to rest, no^ 
certainly from want of grounds for it, 
but because the grounds were so many, 
and the subject so large and eztenslva. 
Amidst the great mass of matter whloh 
presented itself, he only distrusted his 
own powers, not the strength of the 
cause which he had to plead. The map 
of Ireland wonid show the ^Mce over 
which the evil bad spread : and the 
subject of hta complaint was tha bad 
government of ages operating on tba 
fpelings and interests of millions, and 
bis witnesses were the whole peopla of 
Ireland. The case was made up of dm 
grievances of ages operating oo ereiy 
dasa of the IkMi commnnity. His wit- 
nettet were the higher ocdew imporerish. 
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•dy aod die lower orders driTen to de. 
ipair, and to seek the moans of subsist- 
once^ not from honest industry, but from 
plunder and rapine. The proof consisted 
of facts, clear and notorious ; and if 
it were wanted, ke had documentary evi- 
dence too to show that the government of 
Ireland had been radically vicious, and 
had brought the higher orders of poverty 
and driven the lower orders to rebellion. — 
The vice of the government was this, that 
it operated by a spirit of division, by set- 
ting ooo pitrty ag^uit another, till at 
length it bad united both against itself. 
The proposition which ke now had to sub- 
mit was^ not to inquire who had been the 
anthors of this system-^whether it was the 
tystam of this Minister or of that ; bui 
the object was to inquire into the whole of 
the ovi^ with a view to the proper remedy. 
No matter for the present purpose who 
put the worm there, and cherished it till 
it iiad grown an enormous serpent, twin- 
ing round the limbs, obstructing the cir- 
culation of the blood, and tainting the air 
of IngTand : no matter who put the reptile 
there. The business now was, to pluck 
it from tbe breast, and to Ipok at the past 
otijy with a view to find the proper remedy 
for the future. Perliaps time had been 
•head? lost in prosecuting this inquiry. 
Some had (houglit Uiat a period of war 
•od tumult was not the proper time for 
mtch an iuvestigiitioa ; but all must agroe 
in this now, when the season of pence had 
aerivecL He had said that the radical de- 
fect was in that system of division by 
which Trefaod was governed. If sacrifices 
were required, they were demanded from 
one party to support the other : if boons 
were granted, they were granted to one 
party at the expense of the otht^r. He did 
not allude to the government of this minis, 
ter or that. There were times at which 
the government of Ireland was conducted 
in a different spirit ; b«t the instances 
W^re too few, and too short, to prevent 
tke baneful effects of the general syatem, 
and only served to irritate the people by 
the contrast. It was not for him to point 
out the remedy for the evil : it was for the 
Conwnttee to coa»ider that point. He 



might, he believed, rest here; (or after tbo 
confidence which had been placed in Mi- 
nisters with respect to Ireland, it was for , 
them to show what was the situation of 
Ireland, and how it happened that so 
large a military force was required for 
Ireland. It was their Lordships* duty to 
investigate thoroughly the state of that 
country, with a view to the proper reme^ 
dy. This inquiry their lA>rdsbtp^ owed 
in justice to Ireland, where they bad con- 
sented to maintain an armed garrison even 
in time of peace. They owed it to them- 
selves to show that they did not mean au 
armed force to form the whole of the ele- 
ments of the constitution which they in- 
tended for Ireland. They owed it to Ire- 
land that she should not be driven to de^ 
spair, or think herself an outcast from tho 
pale of the Constitution : and yet such 
must be the sentence which their Lord- 
ships would pass on their fellow-subjects 
in' that country, if they resisted inquiry. 
It was impossible to enter into the discus- 
sion of the situation of Ireland, without 
taking into consideration that prominent 
topic which went under the name of the 
Catholic question ; though he should uot 
at this time of day, after the repeated 
discussions which it bad undergoive| 
fatigue their Lordships* attention by 
entering unnecessarily iuta it : but 
to the present state of that question he 
would call the attention of the Houae^ 
and confident he was, that if their Lord- 
ships went into its consideration with a 
conciliatory spirit, it would be easy to 
find a remedy. He would lay down thl$ 
as a general principle — that whatever was 
done for the relief of the Catholics, should 
be done by the legislature alone* What- 
ever inclination he might have.te listen to 
the statements of every portion of iht 
Catholics, he would not submit their com* 
plaints to any jurisdiction but that of Par* 
iiament. If differences prevailed amongst 
the Catholics, they might settle them 
amongst themselves ; but it was the bnsi* 
ness of the Legislature to ^o impartial 
justice to all. 

(To be Cwimued.) 
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A screat miriibor of gpntl-^man hnve ftp- 
plied (o the proprietor, by letter^ to be 
!»upplied with the American Register. 
They must he aware^ t thiuk, that this 
is a matter of '* extreme dt'licacjf,'^ as the 
IIonourHble Members used to say, when 
they were speaking upon the subject of 
Mrs. Clarke^ Sec. Indeed, it is of so 
rerjf delicate a nature, that it can hardly 
be touched on in any way whatever. But, 
thP propiietor can just venture io say, 
that he ca 0*1101 import the work by any 
moans. Nor does he think (though he i<« 
not sure) that there mn be any danger in 
liis saying, thnt He .supposes, that the work 
mny be obtained by application to the 
pubtistters at New jork. it may, how- 
e? er, be necessary tn obserre, that the date 
of pubtkdtfon will always be teveral 
mou/hi ID the rear of that of writing ; be- 
cause, It being neccs?ary to tend out per^ 
tons expressly tcith the manu.uri;ff ; or» tu 
bbtain SAfe hands w ho are going out, there 
mast, iti general, be an accumulntion of 
MauQscript of two or three months. The 
proprietor takes this opportunity of stat- 
ing, that his intention is to p.iy 15/. 
towards the expences of the pnsnage of 
any person who may be going to America 
on hi» own business, ami who will take 
charge of a packet of manuscript, aud de- 
lifer it safely, the 15/. to be paid on the 
safe delivery at Njw York. Such a |>er- 
ton will be wanted on the 1st of June 
next. Application to be made by letter, 
post paid, at 199, Strand, London. But, 
no person need apply^ wiio cannot give a 
^ood reference with regard to bis moral 
character and his politics; the proprietor 
being folly aware of the inexpediency of 
potting his papers into the hands of per- 
sons liable to be bril^ed. Therefore, no 
one need offer himself who will not bear 
douUe sifting and booking. Another 
person will be wanted about the 1st oCJ 
Aug oft. i 



TO THfi 
PeOFLC of the UNfTED StITES OF ' 

AxKaiCA. 
LETTER IX. 

Bank of England still to be protected 
against the demands of the holdet s of 

• its paper. — John BalTs corrupt press. — 
He is coaxed when he sets up.*^l%e 
pretext now made use of^-^The history 
of the Bank' Stoppage^ — Mr. Horner 
and the Bullion Commiitee. — Divert 
Jbrmsr pretexts. — The real intention of 
the present measure, ^-^ Cast leredgk*w 
Speech. — The effects of the measure^-^ 
Mr. Homer and his Committee fkdrlg 
puzzled. — 'Ruinous and corrupting com^ 
se^ences of a system of fktitous mo^ 
ney. — li^anHng to America. — Talk 
about a qrbat Ditorce. 



BHhy.tothJptU^ 1816. 

In my No. 14, that is to say, two weeks 
ago, I told you in my Postscript to letter 
VII. that I suspected, that the Mioii^try 
would, at last, resort to the only real 
remedy (except that of lowering their 
establishments and the interest of the 
Debt), namely, the doing of something to 
cause fresh quantities of paper^money to 
be poured out upon the country. In a 
letter, which I addressed to you in De- 
cember last, I proved, as, I think, I have 
done many times, that it was the with- 
drawing of the paper-money, or, at least, 
a considerable part of it, which had pro* 
dnced the distress in trade and agricul- 
ture ; and, in the coarse of the fifteen 
previous Numbers of /^t; Volume^ 1 think^ 
that this truth is so clearly demonstrated, 
that X am afraid to repeat the arguments 
here, lest I should be, in good earuest, re- 
garded as deliberately insulting your un- 
derstandings. In the letter to Mr. Dallas. 
your Secretary of the Treasury, and 
which letter is contained in No. II. of this 
V^oflfie, under date of 13th January, I 
gave you a full and true acconni of ioho^ 
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whaiy whence, those sleek-headed gentle- 
men, whom we cati Gorernprs and Di«f| 
rectors of the Bank of England are. I 
developed to you all the whole history 
and ni^stery of them and their proceedings. 
1 showed you, hy citing divers instances, 
the -graod part they acted iu the -carrying 
on of the whole system. I piplained to 
you how their co-operation with the Go- 
Terqqaeot had affected the liberties of the 
country ; and, as was natural, I endea- 
▼oured to induce you to take this as a 
naming^ when you were discussing the 
question of a National Bank. 

You, therefore, will be much better 
prepared for the consideration of this new 
meftftture, fhan John Bull will. Qe, poor 
fellow, has never been able to get at one 
word of the many interettiog troths cpn- 
tatned in my Letter to Mr. Dallas. Jlis 
press consists, nineteen twentieths of it, 
of ^hat i», in one way or another, hired 
to deceive him ; and, the other twentieth 
blares not speak out fpr fear of punish- 
ment. This poor animal, therefore, is 
kept in hand^ as they call It, and noodled 
-along from one embarrassment, from one 
state of suffering, to another, without ever 
knowing the real cause of any of them. 
When he is loaded beyond the possibility 
of bearing ; when he cautH>t srtaggcr along 
another yard; when goading Is no longer 
of any wse ; when all attempts to force 
or to frighten him have lost their pQwer ; 
,when he s^ls-upy like a poor exhausted 
jade, and hangs his head down and sulks, 
then Eome new device is found out for 
coaxing him al)it, and for giving him time 
to recruit his strength. To one of these 
selS'Up he has now come ; and I am now 
going to show you the manner, in which 
It appears to he intended to go to work 
to put him in motion again ; to get him 
along peaceabjy, and to prevent him from 
doing miscfiief to his drivers. 

It is well known to you, that in 1797^ 
the Dank of England stopped payment ; 
that is to say, that it then be^ao to refuse 
to pay its promissory notes when present- 
ed for payment. You also know, that 
that refusal was sanctioned by an Order 
in Council; that the Order in Council was 
sanctioned by an act of parliament ; that 
W^s an actpassed to screei\ all the parties 
from punishment ; and that this refusal to 
pay their notes has been sanctioned by act 
of parl^meat from 1797 to this daj. It 
has been pretended all the while, that the 



Ba-nk was perfectly solvent; that there 
was no want of means- theie. However, 
1/ou, who know what all the whole thing 
is, witl merely ask : What pretexts cooW 
possibly be hatched tor continulrtg thfis 
refusal for so many years? 

In ^"^ Paper against Gold ^^ I have re- 
corded these pretexts, which 1 did, in- 
deed, with a view to what has now hap- 
pened. The divers Ministers, who ma- 
naged the concern, always put off the time 
of payment on account of the war. It 
was dangerous, they said, to make the 
Bank pay in cash during the war. Stop, 
said they, *till peace shall come. But, be- 
fore I proceed any further, let me call 
your attention to what was said on the 
subject, in the House of Commons, on the 
8th instant, upon introducing another Bill 
for continuing this refusal. 

"The Chancellor of the Exche- 
" QUER stated the reasons which induced 
^ him to move for a prolongation of the 
^' restriction in cash payments. Hethooght 
^' it would be better to fix the term of the 
^^ restriction at twoyears, than to propose 
" one, as in the Act then in force ; be- 
" cause the latter would give the proposi- 
" tion the air of an annual measure, while 
" the former would hold out the expecta- 
" tion, which he had every reason to be* 
" iieve would prove well founded^ that at 
" the expiration of two years the restrict' 
" tion would cease. He therefore moved, 
" That the Chairman be ipstrocted to 
^^ move for leave to briii^ in a Bill to con- 
" tinue the Act for a time to be limited. 

"Mr. PoNsoNBY contended, that the 
" Right Honourable Gentleman had by 
*' this proposition utterly disappointed ali 
" the hopes which he had held out on re- 
^' commending the adoption of the existing 
" Act, when he declared, that he enter- 
" tained the most sanguine expectation 
" that the Bank would be able to resume 
" their cash payments at the period speci- 
" fied in the Act, as the term of the re- 
" strictipp. 

" The Chancellor of tve Exche- 
" auE^^iiljreply to the Right Hon. Gentle- 
" man, said, that since the passing oC the 
^^ existing Act^ the renewal of the war had 
^^ changed all the circumstances of the 
" country, ai^d particularly its internal 
" condition; thua Keudering a continuation 
" qfthe measure necessary. 

" Loan. Folkestone took the earliest 
^^ opportunity of protesting against this 
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<< Mw tte^vre jprApoaed wUh io UttU eji- 
** planatioit, and in a lime of peace, when 
^^M wm to Kave been 4xpecled that thsi 
** couQtry would ha?^ returned to a 
^^Aeaiiky state ofcurrencjt^ 

" Mr. J. P. Gft INT, (n a lery ahk and 
*' argomeutatiTe speech, es^osed the dan- 
" gers which would arise from a repetition 
*^ (which the profji^se issue of paper roost 
** occasion) of that rcTulsion, (rom the ef- 
*' fects of which the country bad scarcely 
^^ yet recovered. Nothir^ could be moce 
^^ pernicious than thus to keep playing 
^* tricks with our currency. 

^^ Sir J. Newpout abandoned all hope 
^^ of erer seeing cash payments resumed 
^^ by the Bank, and deprecated the undue 
^^preponderance of such a body in the 
^^ State, 

" Ma. PoNsoNB^r represented the evils 
^* which would arise from returning to 
^^ that arti6cial circulation, which gave to 
" the country the semblance of prosperity 
." while it was on the verge of bankruptcy. 

" The CuANCfXLoa o? the £xohe- 
^^ auCK thought the Right Honourable* 
^^ Ceptleman's apprehensions much exag- 
•^* gerated, if not wholly unfounded. He 
^^ enlarged on the benefits that would be . 
<' derived from the Act, and referred to 
^ the caution with which the Bank had 
^ hitherto issued their notes, limiting them 
^* invariably to the necessity, a» an asso- 
<^ ranee that ^HnWar prudence would guide 
^* their proceedings for the future. 

-^ Mb* Mcixisu said the Bank did not 
^ ask the restrictions— -it was the House 
^^ ^at directed the Bank not to pay.^* 

Thbi must have been a mace sketch of 
;whart passed ; but, here is quite enough to 
^ow what is intended to be done, and also 
mktd ar^ the notions and motives at work 
npnp this occasion. Before, iiowever, we 
pcQceed to examine into these latter, it is 
absoitttely Jiecessary, in order to secure 
ike rights of .truth, that we notice what 
4«as said .l^y.Ma. MJ^xl&S[ in justification 
t>f ike Bank. His assertion is, that the 
Bank did not ASK ,/ao.notthey !) to be 
protected against their Creditors. No : 4t 
j^sm the Parliament .that ^^ directed the 
<^ Bank not top^yy ' 
* Jn Number II. I have told you whtt 
aort of a perspn this Governor of tho 
Bank is* a «*<•«»**•**•*«• 
41 # * « i •«.««***« «-, You will, 
tiiecftlai;e, see, that it wtasnotM all onna* 
tural, thAit heithottld mok* this assertion. 



Bjiji,. Jet IIS inqwe how itbe fact sjt«iui>. 
l< was J0^ the 27th of February, 1797, 
that the Bank stopped payment; a day 
which \ always keep as the annivt ri^ary of 
thedeadly blow to the system qf coi;rup.' 
tion; {or, though it still lives, it only stag* 
gers along. It's fits' returij ofteuer and 
oftener; and, in spite of ail the etforts to 
preserve it, under the effects of this blow 
corruption will finally expire. On the 
27th of February an immense crowd was 
assembled round the Bank with notes in 
their bandi or pockets to get paid; but, 
instead of receiving gold and silveir^ thay 
had presented to them, an Order of tbe 
Privy Council, saying that they were si^t 
to be paid. Well, but, how came this 
Order to be issued r At whose suggestion 
was it issued ? Now, mark ! On tl^» 21at 
of February a Deputation of the Directors 
of the Bank went to Pitt, and informed 
him, that there had been a great drain 
upon their cash, at which THEY feit 
great uneasiness; and, upon their toilipg 
him, that they thought thatthis,had arisen 
from the alarm of invasion,^ he observed, 
*^ that .the alarm was now become much 
'' more general than he could think, ne» 
" cessary.'* They then pressed him to 
make some declaration in Parliisment up- 
on the subject *^ in order /o ease the public 
'^minft*! Which is, I think, a pretty 
enough specimen of the sort of intercourto 
and co-operation going on between, the 
Government and the Bank. Pitt pushed 
them hard io send to Hamburgh for Gold; 
and, on the 22nd of February, they had a 
meeting with him upon that subject. Still 
the run kept on and with accelerated 
force. On the 24th of February, at a 
Meeting of the whole Court' of Diiect^m 
it appeared, that the sums drawn out wove 
so prodigious, and ^' gave such an alarm 
''/or THE SAFETY OF THE HOUSE, 
^' that the Deputy Goveiinor ai>d Mr. 
^^ BoaaNdUET were desired to wait on 
** Mr. Pitt to mentiorrto him these (;ircum» 
^^ stances, and to ask him how far A# 
*^ thought the Bank might venture to go 
'^ on paying cashy and when he wQQld 
*^ think it nqcessary to inter/ercy befoce 
^^ our caah was so reducc^d aa might be 
" detrisnenHd io the immediate service \(k/ 
^f' the Slate.^^ Mr. Melush thinks, I 
dare say,, that tfiese facts are all forgotten 
by J^ohn Bull, who, indeied, generally 
speaking, never heard of them. Howa^ar, 
it is sot of much cpoatqoenee wl|at,atupld 
02 
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9oKo may thiols about the matier; though 
it is of great importance, that yon, the 
People of America, should know how the 
thing was managed. 

You will now see how apt the title of 
" Bank- Rw/rtc^/on Bill" was. You will 
How see how eager the Bank was to pay 
its promissory notes. But, in '" P<^er 
*^ agamst Gold^* you will find in (he 9th, 
10th, 11th, 13(h, 13th, and 14th Letters, 
all the fpfoo/s relati?e to this unparalleled 
transaction. In short, you will there see 
St clearly/)ro9e<£, that the Bank Gbremors 
and Directors are neither more nor less 
than what / hme called them in my Let- 
ter to Mr. Dallas. 

You will perceive, that Mr. Ponsonby 
seemed disoftpowted at the proposition to 
continue th^^ non-payment for two years 
loDger ; that ^lu JoHW Newport aban- 
dooed| upon hearing of it, all hope of ever 
seeing cash-payments resumed ; and that 
ho&D Folkestone said, that, now that 
peace was come, It was to have Been eX' 
pectedj that a healthy state of the currency 
•would return. What the two former may 
ha?e expected or hoped for I do not know ; 
but, I should ha¥e no hesitation io take 
my oolA, that Lord Folkestone never ex- 
pected to see ti»e *' healthy ** currency 
come. back as lon^ as the dividends should 
be continued to I>e paid in full^ whether 
'in peace or in war. Far he it from me to 
toll his Lordship's sincerity in question; 
and, indeed, he does not appear to have 
•aid, that he did expect to see the " heal- 
thy" currency return ; but, though a par- 
cel of bawling and shallow-headed Ses* 
siions' Laz^yers make a noise about a re- 
turn to a " healthy''* currency, I am quite 
tore, that if Lord Folkestone be asked, 
whether he believes that it is possible to 
pay the dividends in gold and silver ; if he 
be asked this seriously^ and if he seriously 
Answer in the ttffirmat/ve^ I will suffer a 
Sessions-Lawyer to talk me to death, and 
a death more horrid 'even the same Devil 
who persecuted poor Job could not 
Invent. 

' Mr. Horher, of whom I have given 
jon an account in No.III. of this Volume, 
wishes, It seems, the discussion ou this 
•object to be postponed *tlll offer the Ho~ 
Udays. Yet, I much doubt whether it 
Will make any figure. Experience has 
©ow shown what would be »ne effect of 
those cash-payments, to which Mr. Hor- 
y^ and the Bulx4oh Committee wished 



io return three years ago. In Idll they 
proposed to compel the Bank to pay in 
two years from that time, though the war 
was still going on. We have now seen, 
that, after a year of peace, without the 
smallest danger of a renewal of war, 09 
cash-payments have taken .place; and, 
that a mere attempt to raise the paper to 
par has plunged the whole country lnt« 
misery. The fact is now pretty clearly 
acknowledged, that it was intended^ if 
possible, to pay again in cash ; and that 
it has been found impracticable. To he 
sure, it would be very desirable to see this 
paper swept away (and see the thing we 
shall yet) ; but, then the Dividends can* 
not be paid in full; and the Estaldish- 
ments must be reduced one half or more. 
Wheat would be about 4s. a bushel, and 
the revenue, with an army to collect It, 
would not exceed 20 millions. 

The reasons given for this present mea- 
sure are not only curious, but most im- 
portant. Stupid John Bull will care 
nothing about them. Indeed, he will not 
perceive them. He wants more money: 
no matter of what #or//-no matter what 
may be its effects on his civil and political 
liberties.' More money: accommodation; 
money: this is whar he wants, and, if any 
one wishes to be popular with him, I 
would have that person not say mack 
against re-cramming his maw with paper 
coin. But, it is of great consequence, 
that you attend to the reasons^ which 
have been given for this measure. Yom 
will bear in mind how the stoppage took 
place ; and it will be proper to stale 
here the several pretexts, upon which the 
witholding of cash-payments has beea 
attempted to be justified, or palliated. 

The first^ct that was passed upon the 
subject was only iorj^tv-two dtiys^ by the 
end of which time, the Minister, Pitt, aaid 
he was confident the Bisnk would resume 
its paymants in the usual way, the came 
of the run being merely an alarm at (he 
threat of invasion. But, at the end of 
the 52 days, the act Was renewed, and was 
to continue in force Mill one month after 
the commencement of the then next Sea- 
sion of Parliament. The pretext now wa«, 
that the Minister did not think it eapediemi 
to make the Bank pay jnst yet, the alarm 
not being quite over; and, the Bank, Tery 
fortunately, agreed in opinion with the 
Minister. When the Third act cam# te 
be passed, in November 17C7, and which 
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was to coottoae in force ^tiU Hx mmOks 
nfier a definUivc tremt^ of peace, the pre- 
text was new, and of a more perroaoent 
kind. It wa9 now said, tbat it was proved, 
in the most ttaisfactory way (fo a Com- 
mittee of Fitf s OTBfi t^rpointing !), that the 
affairs of the Bank were in the roost pro- 
aperous state ; that tbejr were not onlj 
quite able, but wished, to pajr in cash ; 
but, that, the enemjr " having declared 
** kis design to make war upon us through 

^ our finances, and to mm our pubHc 
^ credit, it was necessmnf ta meet him in 
** the same way, cwd, therefore^ it would 
** be proper not to lei the Bank pajf in 
** gold and silver till the end of the war.** 
And, impudent and preposterous as this 
w^s, on this pretext the act was passed, 
and thus we went on, ** thinking '* John 
Bttll confidently expecting, that, when 
peace came, guineas would come too. In 
1803, this last- mentioned act expired. 
Peace came; but, alas! thinking John 
BuU*s guineas did not come. Just before 
fte expiration of the act, the then Minister, 
Mb.. Uemrt ADDiNGTOjr, now Viscount 

• SioMOUTH, brought in a Bill to continue 
the non-payreeiit act in force, 7i// March 
IfiOS. But, what pretext was now found 
•«t ? Why, that it was necessary to give 
time for the peace to operate; and, that 
it was well J^nown, that |>eople were 
^^St^ffg up^ guineas to sendlhem out of the 
eomUry ; and that, therefore, it would be 
•nsafa to suffer the Bank to \tBy 'till the 
nesct^ear. Well, that time came. And 
then the Act was renewed suj^m for ano- 

*ther year, under the pretext, that there 
was a scarcity of coin in the country! 
which, indeed, was perfectly true ! Ite- 
fore this year was expired, die war was 
lenewed, and Addingtoo, without the 
least ceremony, brought in a Bill to con- 
tinue the non-payment 'till six months 
after peace, obserfuig, Tery cooly, tbat 
Ihough there were differences of opinion 
vespecting this measure, as a peace-mea- 
smre, he belteted, that Honourable Gen- 
tlemen were unanimous as to the propriety 
and justice of it as a war^measure! 

Well yon may bless yourseWes ! To 
be sure, the paralM of this is to be 
fdiind only in Addington's assertion npoii- 
^ka passing of the last-mentioned bill 
tat one, whcfn he actually uttered these 
words : — He pre£M«d his proposition, as 
hb predecessor always used to do, by 
tery high lAagnage alKimt^the abtii^ tt 



the Bank to pay in cein. Be said, in the 
debate of the 9th of April, << I hare the 
'* satisfaction of being couTinced, that 
'^ the mtrasnre cannot fomuh a pretenea 
*' to the aMMf timid man in the House^ to 
^* suppose the Bank does -not possose 
*^ tcilhiM itself the most ample means cf 
<< satisfying the full extent of the de^ 
*^ mands which may be made upon H, ^ 
^^ the payment of its notes in spede.** in 
the debate of the 9Ut of April, he said, 
tbat ^ on the solidity of the Bank, he 
^^ was entiiled to say and assume, there 
*^ was IS02V no question, either in that 
^ House or elsewhere. On the DiSPO- 
<< SrnON of the Bank to make pay. 
*' ments in specie, he was also entitled to 
^^ assume, nsiy he owed it to the Bank to 
<« ASSERT, they had manifested a readl* 
^^ ness to do so. It was, howrrer, thought 
*^ necessary to continne this restrictioa 
^^fvr a while.** Having said this, he said, 
that it was, of course, quite unnecessary 
to enter into any inquiry as to the state of 
the Bank's affairs. 

Now, this is what Pitt would not hare 
said ; or, at least, he would not hare said 
it in the same way; and, as Mr. FeJt 
once acknowledged, Addington did cer. 
tainly surpass all the men we hare erer 
heard of in thb department. (A.) Be 
this as it may, bow e?pr, it is very certain, 
that the act was parsed, and that it con- 
tinued in force, till the en J of the war * 
with France in 18 1 4^* It was ih<?n re- 
newed for a year, beiause we were at war 
tvith YOU. When- that year expired, 
Najtoleon was returned, and, as Adding, 
ton said, ^^ nobody doubted its excellence 
^"^ asa war»mea ute^ But now! what Is 
tlie pretext now ? Why, the internal , 
condition of the cownlry ; %nd, upon this 
ground, the act n to be renewed for two 
years. 

Such are the pretexts, under which this 
act, to protect the B^ink of England 
against the demands of its creditors, has 
been eontinned, and is to be eootinned, 
in force ; and, at erery stage, there have 
been the iQost solemn assurances given of 
the solvency anti solidity of the Bank, 
and the most confident assertions have 
been made, that the Bank would resume 
its cash^payments at the expiration of the 
acts respectively.^ And, after all this, at 
the end of lU years of this puiHng^, 
is it not wonderful that any body should 
be found to talk of W^H »^ Cfc« oad^ 
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two ifear$ more f It is not the renewal 
of (he acr, but the hope held out of paj. 
went at theetKf of ttie two year* is the 
th(ng to astont^ otTe, 

HowcTer, the Inf resting part of the 
sebject is, the EFF^X:7, wWch this re- 
newtfl h, by the Mitiistem, intended to 
pTiHlute at fhift time. This is the intcre«t- 
iwg pterf of the subject. For here even 
thinking John Hull must, one would sup. 
pose, cTearly perciivf the way in which 
th* c^orernnffent and the Bank work to- 
pMhcr. Why do you renew the act, Mr. 
Vi*H*iTTART? There is now pletity of 
geid and silver. The paper is nearly at 
par. The exchange is in our favour. 
We are at peace. All the former pre- 
text » are removed. The Bank is able to 
pajr, or m^ght have been. In a few weeks. 
^f%^. ihon, not let the Bank pay in 
specie ? 

The answer Is,* that the Internal con^ 
ditfon of the country requires thfe paper- 
syrterti to be continued. The internal 
condition, Sir ; and why doca that require 
aay siich measure? Why, beoausc it is 
U4w become clear as daylight even to 
fimhf that the Dividemis nerer can be 
paTd inr full in any thing but paper. It is 
now c^ear, that, if specie payments were 
resumed, wheat wouki sell at 4*. a bushel, 
aud that, instead of 90 miHions a year, 
tbe ri'vetiue would yield only about 20 
miHions A trial has been made of a 
paper nearly at par ; and, the mere trial 
has rery nearly blown ap the whote 
fabric. Therefore, out will came the 
paptr again; up wHI go tbe prke of tbe 
gainea and of the bushel M wheat ; and 
Jahti Bull kIU jog along agaf* pretty well 
caiUenf«il He will say, t4iat thvng» be 
ctww mbatrt^ aMl that he mainly hopes, 
that he shall get threnigh his diflitmltios. 

Now, observe, I am not quite sore, 
that! ihie etfeet will Mlow so (^tekly as 
the Jlt««iiiitei« stefm to tmagtho. When 
tho^ wheriisi of saeh a system ha^e been 
ODoe aiop^d, th^ ^y^eai is rtot so ea<<ily 
pa# again into Motion. Bdt>, that t>he 
Mhirtieni expect tl»ai ihla «tim«tfie and the 
cuasoi^ noes^ It will cause />i'^#w to rise 
is dear ena^igh. - W e hsfte seen What Mr. ! 
VAJwrfTAKT said. It was- the i¥ttermmt 
cemtitH.n of iheeouutr^ whieh ealled for 
the measuh*. Formerly it used ro be the . 
external eundittoui l*owctw, H Is retj 
tsue wims ia n^m MM ) lor Ike dhMrest 
bMMaesi tt^mitMjiqrli^fatmafthifapcf, 



To bring thai ^wn in valoe, there mate 
be a greater quantity of- it than therr now 
i*i; and, in order io augtneut t>he qnaa* 
tity With safety, those wha issue k nwst 
be sectired against a demand of payment 
in specie. 

That this, is the Hght, In whrch the 
M nisters^view the measure is quite clear^ < 
too, froinr what was said, the next day, by 
L'trd Castlereagh, during a renewed de« 
bate on the distresses of the Agriculture : 
He was '^ persuaded,' that shut out as 
*' foreign corn was, the home growtli 
" would soon rise to a competition with 
'^ the other domestic articles of produce 
^' and manufacture with which it came in 
^' competiiion. The* simple circumstance 
^^ of land going out of cultivation would 
*^ accelerate this operation. Hit contic. ' 
^Mion was, that the great mass of the 
^^ agriculture of the country was founded 
^^ on a solid basis: although he did not 
^^ deny that it experienced at present great 
*^ distress and difficulty. To alledge, how. 
^^ evBr, that tKis distress was an actual 
^' decay of the national weatth, waa, In 
^' his opinion, not to seise its true cbarao- 
*' ter. Of the reverse, the state ef the 
*^ retenae afforded an tndobitable indica- 
^' tton. In all its branches, it had been 
^^ maintained, and dottsn io the very Imti 
*^ teeeA:, was more prodactite than in the 
'^ same periods of any foiiner year. He 
<^ did not state this to dissvade the Houae 
'^ from affording any possible ihitigafioA 
*' of the existing evil, but to indace th^tti 
^ to look at the situation ef the country 
^' with a steady ejre, hi the expeetation 
<^ which he himself cherished, that a tet^« 
'^ mlnation woidd ere long be put to the 
^' n^erings that kmd been otcanoned bjf 
^^ the great change ofptites. The opettf^ 
*' tion had already commenced. Wheat, 
<' ke understood, had risen at Edhsburgh 
*' to 7%$^ a quarter.. It was net Hkely, 
^^ therefore, that it would long remain a« 
*^ d6«. in. the other parts of the kngdMa. - 
<< If a shoaldrieeto %0i. or 90$, he ekodM 
^' be glad to know where wouti Jfe lA#dys»* 
'' tress .f He atlawed that the' »Her* 
^^ ation in the eireulating medium; hid 
*^ co-operated in pnodoel^ the eaisthnf 
*^ eifeumatancca. But tiris was by- tm ' 
^^ meamf a permanent st&tc of thiags. hs 
^^ a ^ort space of tkne^ the Banks over 
^« the whole oeufUty^ dbttliai^ tley wmid 
^^ tiot advande ae inemtioitaly* aa they 
^^keii fMoietlja doa^ wemid tuhanoe 



Digitized by 



Google 



4t3] 



Amux. Wy iat<a. 



[494 



^^i^Jfid4nify to tJ^mitmh ike exuiing 
** gesture. The continuation of the re^ 
^^ sMcUon on cash payments would also 
** go a ^ea/ ttJi;^ /o remedy the inconve* 
^' miendes which would result from the 
" rejection of the iVoperty Tax, by 
<( affording facilities for raising money 
^^ for the public service in other ways. 
^' The Sinking Fund was a topic too ex* 
<^ tenslTe to be incidentally treated. He 
^^ would protest agaiiift any considerabla 
<^ a:pplic4ition to tUat fund, howe«eM, 
^^ BOtiL its operatiofi had so rais^ the 
^^ credit of the country, that application 
^' might be made to it without danger. 
^^ It had been the means cf carxjfing u$ 
'^ through all our difficulties^ and ought 
*^ not to be too rashly iowaded. Adrert- 
^^ ing to the state of our commerce with 
*' Sottih America, he declared that at 
*^ present k was very considerable, and 
^^ that the means of improving it occu* 
*^ pied the earnest and coMtant attention 
«^ of his Majesty's Misiiters.'' 

This speech is very pregnant with mat- 
ter for comment. But, only thiak of a 
nmn's toJoginaga ay6tem,whioh has ^'been 
^< the meansof oarryieg ua through aUoar 
^< difficulties'', and that, too, at a moment, 
wtai the whole kmgdom riegs with com. 
plaints of unexampled misery, aod when 
the padiameiit itself is shttog night after 
night, and debating oo scheme after 
fiobene for thi relief of the distresses 
of tbe coantry 1 We have lived^ too, yoo 
aeoyi to hear a Minister calculating on the 
good that wilk result from *^ landgmng ota 
*'' of euUmUion.'* George Rose, for many 
years, produeed the increase of new en. 
ofeswre UUs as a proof of the inoreasing 
prosper^ oi the countiy; but, now^ 
it S0BBM, good is to eom^ from land going 
omt of cvlitvatioai ! What will Mr. Ar. 
'nmm Yo^hq mf to this ? Me, who hae 
beearepveientiog a gensrsU enclosure Ml 
OS a loeasaro absolwtely necessary to our 
sps to a tii ce? Whati are ws^tben, arrived 
•t«aitoatsaiiv wbee the coentry may look 
4o lafld fesag out of otdiiration fbp re/<^ 
Yoo^ in America, . lioald think this a 
stfai^ doetrtae indeed. You wovld 
HtMk the man ratbeo 9ii«en, wlio sinnild 
gffarety tal^ yon to o^peet good- from 
eMl^yonr new towns tumble down and 
yMP now»««hiaatoi lands AOlin^ badfe 
Mo a wWerae s s state. 

Aa -Up L6)Bd ^aastler6agb^s .aaooowl' of 



it, is, that it is one of those ♦*«♦*♦* 
**m* ****mm»*,B^^the revenue 
being in this flourishing state ; it beiifg so 
productive at present prices, why shouki 
(hb Lord seem to w'^h the price of corn 
to rise ? However tiie main t^ing is to 
note well what jie says about the efTeof 
of new issues of paper-money. His ideas 
are too curious, oonsidering whence thej^ 
come, for us to to pass them4»ver hastily. 
He says : . 

1. That he hopes, that a terminatio«r 
will, 'ere hng, be put to the soffer^ 
lugs thai have been occasioned by 
the great change in p^oesi 

2. That wheat has already risen, and 
that, if it oiseto 80». eP OOr. aquari 
ter, the distiess will cod. 

3. Thsitih^alteraiiouinthe^cireulaiing 
mediuin has assisted in producing the 
distress. 

4. Thatthi8isbyaoraead»operM<iuien^ 
state of things^ 

5. That in a short space of time, th4 
Banks all over the country will ad^ 
vance ss^ffidenH^ to ditninish the ex* 
' isiing distress. 

6. That the continuation of tho law- to 
authorixo the Bank for two years 
longer to r^iee to pay m: ^oc, will^ 
go a great way in producing a re. 
medj. 

Thus^ then, if- words hare any meaning 
in this world, the meaning of tliesei 
words, b, timt the distress is to be re«. 
moved by a return to higk psnce$;. that 
high prices are to be produced ^ adbanfcesi 
to farmers and others in paper* mom^p 
tliat thesQ advances will be made in cense, 
queuce of the contmsuatkm ^f tho Bsmk, 
ne0i'pa^fnent law; and, that we ^haU som^ 
see and feel tke benefic^M elBsot of thist 
operation. The truth is, hofweves^abat 
the opetation most begin at the Bank- 
of £ngland. That respectablo and liberal 
Old Lady mast feed her daugbtess ail- 
evor the country, in order that lhey>nipiy^> 
be abU to feed John BuU. IiftUssbenld 
take place, in a short space of time, what 
a. pretty atase of things will then be seen to 
exist ! We shall, then^ not only be, but bo 
M0^ by alltiie world to be, in that skua* 
tioB, which I have fully described in.Nio. 
XL of thb .Volume^ where I have en« 
deaionred to skew yoit the dangeie of 
a^Niitiooal fiank« ' 

- .^ WiiF should^Lctrd Os s ttm rsagh satppom, - 
tliat the Country Banks will soos^r ^egitt.- 
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to diicount again ^ Hov sfaoitld he foroi 
this ppinion of their means, if he was not 
inlornked that they were about to be 
supplied with new resources ? However, 
there ib one thing, which neilhcr the 
government nur the Bank, nor both 
together, though aided by parliament, 
king and church, can do, and that is, to 
]preyvnt the guinea front rising as well as 
the bushel of wheat. This is ibe sfing. 
This is the ugly thing, to which I shall be 
calling the Ministers' attention* The pa- 
per is, it seems, to come forth with mote 
caution than formerly. How does Lord 
Casilcrcagh know that? tiow can he 
know it, unless he has his hand almost 
upon the y^ry press at which it is printed ? 
What an admirably constructed system 
must that be, which enables the Ministry 
to know precisely to what extent the 
people are t<) be supplied with money ! 
A system^ which enables them and the 
Bank to raise and lower prices at their 
pleasure ; or, at least, to know when 
prices are going to rise and when to 
fall i What a fine system, which, by the 
mere turning qf a cock^ cither makes 
the whole fiftroily drtink, or, kills them 
for want of drink ! What a glorious 
system, that enables a set of *♦♦♦♦*♦ 
4t*««**«««««« affairs, of a whole 
nation like this ! 

I must, at the risk of wearying yon with 
repetition, again beg your, attention to 
the way, in which this system • operates. 
The voqy^ in which it produces embarrass- 
meot, ruin, and misery. This subject is 
q( Tast importance with u«, but, it is of 
Still greater importance with you ; because 
yon have it yet in your power to prevent 
auch a system from being established, or 
from growing up, in your country. 

I will suppose a case-, thousands and 
thousands of which exist at this moment in 
England. John Stiles is a farmer, who 
1^ saved some money ; but, not enough 
to purchase a farm which he has in bis eye 
belonging to Mr. Gatrs. However, he 
buys it for 10,000/. and borrows 4,000/. 
of the money on mortgage, which he is 
Tjsry fairl) justified in doing, seeing that 
his /arming' gtack is worth 4,000/- or, per- 
haps, more ; and, that, in a few years, 
there is every reason to believe, that he 
will be able to clear off his mortgage ^ — 
Wheat is, upon an average of ys«rs, 15«. 
a bushel, aiidall0th^rpricetLar«iii pro. 
portioju 



1'bus stand the ai&irs 6f Stiles to-da/. 
He is a man of considerable propertj-, 
and his children expect to have tolerable 
fortunes. But, the Bank begins to draw 
in the paper; the guinea falls in price; 
the wheat falls with iheguiiiffa; there- 
coipts of Stiles diminish ; his interest on 
the mortgage 4:ontinucs the 8a«M% Atlast^ 
wheat comes down to 6*. He cannot get 
on without >el)ing otf some of his fanniiig 
srock. The tax-gatherer is unrelenting; 
The farming goes bit by bit. [t brings 
hardly any thing. Having so little money 
to lay out in labour, the land falls into 
decay ; it produces less ; the mortgagee 
presses i the interest is not paid ; the land 
is sold ; it scarcely brings the4,<XX)/. bor» 
rowed on it, and Stiles and his family are 
ruined. 

Now, this is an o|)eration which has 
been, for a year, going on all over the 
country. The same eifect is ptoduced on 
persons in trade ; for, if a maii has laid in 
his stock when wheat was 16r. a bushel ; 
if he has bought his goods, or had them 
maouCsctared ; if he ha.< lented his shop^ 
or his yards ; if ho has contracted debts, 
or has borrowed money to trade with ; if 
he has done all, or any, of these things 
(and some of them every man in trade 
must have done) when the paper^money 
was so abundant as to cause wheat to be 
\59, a bushel, such a reduction in the 
quantity of paper.money b& to bring wheat 
down to 6s* a bushel must be very inju* 
rious to him ; and, if ho trade upon bor* 
rowed money, ho must be ruined. 

Out of such a state how is the nation to 
be br*»ught ? There are two ways ; first, 
a law to reduce all debts of every descrip- 
tion, all fixed salaries, all rents, all en- 
gagements for payments, of every sort, so 
as to make the amount to be paid propor- 
tionate to the fall of prices. This would 
necessarily include Qvil List, Foods, aod 
every thing. But^ then, this would be a 
total smpeper^otti of the system. It w€>old 
put all to rights. Justice would be dooa 
tp every body as nearly as posathie ; and, 
in its complete exposure and annihilatien, 
justice would be done to the system itsf^ 
leaving for the sword of the impartial 
goddess only the *.*♦*•*#**»*** 
*««»oo*«**^ Bul^ it IS easy to 
perceive m thooaaod.goodreasoos for oot 
adopting this sort of BMasnie. Yef^ 
<< somethittg mmi be done." EcoMtmr 
isaverygoodpaiHy^ory; iHit^ m a.4M» 
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like the present, economy is of no n^ at 
Mfuu rtfmedj for the distresses of the 
i-ouHlry • for^ out of the 66 millions now 
^to be raised in (axes, there arc 44 millions 
wanted for the Dehi, and no one has yet 
dfurod to propose any measure of economy 
in that quarter. No one can expect the 
establishments to be brought lower than 
6 or 7 millions a year. So that, econo. 
nixe as much as any man can (ixk^ there are 
$0 oiiMiuns a year to be ranted. No 
economy can lessen this sum ; and, there- 
fore, something other than economy must 
take plac<*. 

If, therefore, economy is useless as the 
means of reTief, and if the IcTelling of 
Debts and Interest to the standard of low 
prices be not to bo thought of, because it 
would be a blowing up of the system, it is 
manifest that (Confusion and uproar must 
come, or, that the prictfs must again be 
raised to the ntandard of Debts and In- 
terest ; that is to say, that fresh supplies 
of paper-money must be sent forth, until 
the bushel of wheat and the guinea resume 
their former station. To this, let men 
talk 88 long as they will ; let them gnbble 
about surplus produce and forced sale^ 
an^l contractors' purchases ; let them run 
on with this nonsense 'till they have tired 
themselves, and let them cackle about 
remedies and lay out their whole ladder of 
projects, to this the common sense of the 
nation will, at last, come : that the 
amount eftke annaal interest of the Debt 
mt§$t be reduced ; or, ^at the paper in 
which that interest is paid, must be low- 
ered ia vutue fry the issuing offre^h quan* 
iHies of that paper. 

To this last remedy we are^ it would 
•eeiA, coming, after a stoat effort to atoid 
M. There seems to have been, last sum- 
mer and aotnmn, a serious intention to re> 
tarn to cash-payments at the Bank ; and, 
to the meoth of January last, the Bank 
bought op a great deal of gold and siWer. 
There is no doubt that the Bank might be 
able to pay. its deht» In specie; bot, it is 
the diMends that It cannot pay In specie ; 
it it the interest of the debt that cannot be 
paM In specie ; no, nor in paper at par. 
The shame attending the renewal of the 
Bank-Stoppage Bill; the hnmlliating con- 
feffiiNi tlmt that renewal would make to 
the world; the disgrace of a paper mani- 
IMly depreciated, and of a forced clrco- 
laK^n; and this sight, tee, . in time of 
pMce^ Mid At the «id of ^ a moat furious 



war.^' This was to be aroided, if possi- 
ble. Yet, how ? There was no way but 
paying In specie. Well, this appears to 
have been resolved on. As a preliminary 
step the quantity of paper was to be dimi- 
nished. The diminution was going on and 
had very nearly raised the ()a(>er to par. 
Bot, like the one-eyed dol, the system felt 
itself dreadfully attacked from (he side 
whence it appears to have* seen no danger* 
Thebuhhel ofwheat came down two thirds. 
The means of paying the interest of the ^ 
Debt vanished, or were about to vanish. 
Dreadful out-cries against taxes and for 
economy. IIow were the pa\ers of taxes 
to bepaqfied f Why, by giving them pa- 
per of the old sort, wherewith to enable 
them to pay their debts and taxes. 

Thus, the system, like many of the frail 
sisterhood, after a momentary effort to re- 
trieve its character, falls back again into 
its former courses. Lord Castlereagh says, 
indeed, that the paper will come out with 
more caution than before. If he mean, 
that les^ of it will come out than was out 
before, I can renture to assure him, that 
enough will not come out, unless, in what« 
ever degree it fall short of its former 
amount, the general amount of taxes be 
diminished. As 16 or 17 millions of taxes 
hare been taken off, it may sutlice now to 
have wheat at 10 or 1^ shillings a bushel, 
opon an average of years. But, in what- 
erer degree the quantity of paper-money 
be less than sufficient for the maintaining 
of such a price, there will be inability to 
pay taxes and old debts, and there will be 
consequent misery and pauperism. But, 
the most likely thing is, that a great rise 
in prices will succeed this depretision* 
Prices, when affected by such causes, hare 
a flux and re-flux that is quite wonderful; 
And i should not be at all surprized to see 
wheat Wf. a bushel, after having seen It 
6s. a bushel. 

Bot, suppose it to rise only to 12 or 
15^. What confusion is here again ! The 
tenant has now, in some cases, got his lease 
reduced to the standard of 6s, a bushel. 
The land of some have been so'd by th^ 
mortgagee at that standard. And, now^ 
aril at once, the land is raised in value to 
the 12 6r 15s. standard. Debts have been 
contracted at the 69. standard, mortgages 
given, and now payment is to take place 
at the 1 5s, s andard. Estates have been 
sold at the cheap«corn standard, and the/ 
are to be paid for in the dear*coni monet; 
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Wkat com^et^; ru;n mtist iliat man ezpe- 
lieDce, who hai tiold hh e§iikte mi the 69. 
•taitilard and m to b^ paid for it at the 12 
Off 15#. standard, And^ of courte, w-b^ 
will receife, in fact, ouiy Itnlf ^a« much 
wheat as he brjriiBined far* If, for 1tlStaDc^y 
I sell my ?aroi tn^<\\iy for 1000/, iind wh«at 
14 at 6s, a bushel, I am io r«c<?iv+' tlie worth 
of 3,^63 bushels of wheat for It But, if, 
bf new isMies of paper, wheat be raised 
to 12t, before I receife payment for my 
ostate, I really receive only half the price 
that I bargaini'd for ; I really receive the 
worth of only 1,681 bushels of wheat. 

Thus, there is no end to theuncertaiiity, 
the coufusion, the ruin, of such a system. 
.No. man can say, or even guess, this year, 
what will happtMi to him next year. All 
li^ and most be, a matter of mere accident. 
We are at work wilh a currency, which 
nay, at any moment, spread ruin arouod 
u^. Those who can out-ride this present 
storm, may prosper for a while ; but, they 
cannot tell when another may come. At 
io farmers, there are seasons to have an iii- 
ii licence ; and these may happen to co*ope« 
rate, at some time, with a change in the 
falue of the currency. In short, the ruin- 
obs cofiwquences of a paper-money, not 
eojQvBrtible in^o real money, are now be* 
eome so maftifest, that I hope, that the 
people of America will never listen, for 
one moment, to any project that ehaH teml 
to expose them to its endless embarrass* 
aoents and calamities. 

The immediate effect of pouring out 
Irtab heaps of paper will, however, be 
Cif ourable to the government. Prices 
will rise. The farmers aud tradesmen 
will at once become contented. The land- 
lord!, who, for the greater part know 
voij little about the mysteries of the 
■gist#m, will think that all is goiag to be 
right again. They have eeea themseivet 
pushed on against their will to j«in the 
■ofarmers in demanding economy^. They 
will be as happy as possible io find them* 
■aives no longer under the necessity of 
cryiitg for reform, or of submitting to 
nUtier rain! 'Squirs JoXtTeevkab will 
begin to think about keeping hia bwiters 
ngain^ John- Bull, takohim oa tke wkole^ 
wiU.be inclined to forgive the Ministeri, 
and to say, in kis old style, that ^ Gk>« 
veriMn^iit must be supported.*' He vnli 
even thunk thorn for the incraa&e of his 
metfia of payinf^ taxes, not . percetvang^ 
that then ktnihtess! ban nrisen fvom^ mo^ 



Ufea soi»evrh^ vefe«Miiig Ikoie of the 
outrageously chaste spouse of Paulo Pur- 
ganti. The learned Doctor knew very 
well how to appreciate tiie liberal soppUea 
of ^^ oysters, eggs,, and ver^micelli;." but^ 
silly John will ascribe the expected new 
supply of paper solely to an afieotion. 
which the Ministers havo for his per^Mt 
and family. If the supply be sufficifntly 
large, I should not wonder at all to tee 
the present current totally changed^ and^ 
instead of petitions for the t<dui^ off of 
taies and the reduction of expences, ad^ 
dresses of thanks for the peace and for 
the erection of monuments. But, to effect 
ihisy the supply must be rfif^n capious^ an* 
deed. If wheat should get u^ to 15r. 
a bushel, in the course o| six or eight 
months, we shall see famously loyal ad» 
dresses; but, any thing short of thiil willi 
not answer much of a puri^ose. It happctt^ 
generally, in the case o( f'eUyuiei, tbat pa- 
tients are worse th^n before tbo ^onvn- 
lescence; and, so it will be wilh John' 
Boil, if he be weU stuffed with. paper. Me 
will ran bellowing about again to fiod.ono 
Jacobins and Levellers ; he will abiiae ike 
French Republicans and Napoleon; kft 
will swear that Vausittart a^d Caatiereigk 
are the greajtestaqd best men in tine world; 
and, what is ofgjreatcouBequoince, notnno* 
ther word will h« say agpm0f i^tkesu 

However-, there is a little mk in tke way 
of this pro&pea of knrniooy and loyaltyt 
and delight; to wit, the price qf iim^ 
guinea and the ra(6 0/ ewikmtge ; ioi^ 
if the bushel of wl^at take 1^ peniNi«# 
nent rise, so will the guinea ; and, if 
the guinea take a perpsiaent riM> 9o vrUk 
the ounce of gold; and, if gold be 
dearer, or higher priced, hero*, tkaoi m 
other countrios^ a bill of exokao^ for Jk 
hundred and five|K>usifj^ dwiwn on £i|h 
lao4, w^l not sen for a. bundled guineaa^ 
or geAd ef nal to .i^ ktwAeigainea^^ in ai^ 
other countiy. Th^re are ether oa^tn^ 
which^ H timee, ateoi the «xuhaoge } b«t^ 
if our papeip be, for a {leiwmienoy^ of lean 
Talue than its corteapondoot aomtnal snmr 
in goldy tha PX«b»Ui0 wiR soon becone 
permanently against «s all Qv«r tke workL 
I ck) not know, that ^is wonU he M^y in* 
>nry to the nataon ; but, it wooU look uyljn 
for an Ensli$hp4}umd^ be rttk^md ■kaoail 
Kt three sMiars^oriirp^ doUwrspmdeshaif, 
instead^ aa it om^ftto h^^' M^fmr doUmn 
andmmrl^af^., ,. , 

Of one thing jUiOiO OM bo sf Ao^tA^ 
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nrd that Is, Uurt, ^en Ue fnteiid^d tiH 
Ims passed, no mm\ HTiag wHl ettber bo- 
Jtert, or pretend *o beHfve, that «old and 
sMrer coin will ever be ciimntt ' again in 
£ng]aitd, as lon^^ as this fonding a^stem 
shall rast; and, I du hope, that those 
persons, especially in Aratrka, who have 
aiipeted to treat my fii^ndal predictions 
at hailing been flilsiftcd, will now recant, 
and cto me justice. My main position aU 
waya has been Ihls : that the Divrdends 
neter can again be paid in gold and sil? er, 
mless they be greatly reduced by a low- 
erhttf of the interest. It has been pre- 
tenoed, tbar 1 hav«^ asserted, that the pa- 
per nefer con td, by any means, become 
less iiepreciuted than it was: 1 nerer made 
any sueh assertion ; bat, I ha?e a thou, 
sand rimes said, that it never could be- 
come lesH di'preciated, withoat spreading 
rain amongst all thoi»e concerned in agrt- 
cnllure and trade, unless (he interest of 
the Di'bt were at the same time reduced. — 
Within I fcese twelve mtmthv 1 hare many 
tnnea, said, that 60 millions' in taxes can- 
not tie eollected in a year ; that the in* 
terebt ot the Debt (to say nothing of the 
establishment) cannot continue t6 be paid 
in fall ; that the system cannot go on. 
But, 1 have always added : unletn fresh 
suppHet of paper 'imme^ come out^ so as 
to push up the prrrc of the bushel of 
wheat. It seemed to some persons mad- 
ness to snpf^ose it possible^ that fresh 
hea|>s of paper wimld be sent forth. — 
A Mr* SpooifbA (m Banker too) aieeted 
to'thMc Mr. Hty.vr wild, when the latter, 
at the Ba^ Agricultural Meeting, ob- 
Berv«d, tliit the only effeduat remecfy, 
short oi a reductUtti of the interest of the 
Dfb*, waa a frexh suppiy of paper, — 
Mr* S^oofiVR witl^ i think, now be dis- 
poitdnot to rvgard this idea as so very 
wtW^ "^The Minfotefs seem to hnvo '^hit 
the right naH upon the head^ this time. 
To lake off salaries, to hate reduced the 
iiHOTeil of the Debt, to hate dismissed the 
arvy, wo«ild hfifei Mosnt tip the system, 
To^ avoid tM» they hod no means bat ttiat 
of piiatliiglhdptoposMllttW, altd thereby 
re*ofM«i0g ther iood^gatea of paper- 
movey* - It wouhl hare been ntfth more 
agroeablerte them to€)SMoct*theiH) tnilliotio 
in hard' tMneyy whkh- would hate made 
aH their ineomet and paitronaig« 4o much 
moi«iViitittrtrte; but, ttfey ftmud^ thatthvf 
cMid net eoltot thia stun ^Hb whi^t at 



&9, a bushel, and, Hiarelire^ tliey priiK 
Jently altered thieir plan. 

Before I concbi^r I mwst notice, thfct 
Mr. HoKNBR ^ppsars to ho preparing to 
oppose the ren«airal of t ho act Ibr protect- 
ing the Bank against demands in cash.-^ 
I suppose this opposition will be upon tho 
old ground of the BuRion Comm^iee, o# 
which Mr. Borner was, I believe, Chaflr- 
man ; and, therefore, with his lea^e,. 
I wilf examine this ground a little befordhr 
hand. I am itot going to fKlvert to th& 
report of any Speedi of Mr, Horjter, but= 
will copy the resolutions, which, hfcet 
many months of preparation he morel in 
the House of Commons — 

^^ That the only certain and adetjaaCo' 
** security to be jprovidcd, against an Ri« 
^^ cess of Paper Currency, and foi* nMrfn^ 
" tainiag the relative Value 9/ the Orcn- 
^^ lating Medium of the Realm, it Mo' 
^^ legat ConvcrrtOWtjf, upon dettntntiy of 
*' of/ Paper Cierrenci^ k^o lawful Mn of 
'* the Realm, 

" That in order ti> revert gradually to 
'^ this Security, and to enforce meon while 
^' a due Limitation of the Paper of the 
^^ Bank of England as well as of allthe 
" other Bank Paper of the Country,- 
** it ifr expedient to amend " the Act, 
" which 9us|)ends the Cash Payments 'of 
^^ the Bank, by altering the time, tin- 
^< which the Suspeusion shall continue, 
'^ from Six Months after the Ratification 
^^ of a l>efinitivo Treaty of Peace, to that 
'* of two pears from (he piesent tAne,*^ 

Thus, theii, it was seriously and expK- 
citly proposed by Mr. Hornek, that the 
protecting act shoold cease at the end of 
two years from the t^d of April, I9t 1 ; ' 
that is to say, three i^tp^s ago. At tflat 
time he was of opinion that it would be^ 
expedient to make the Bank pay in 9podo. 
I, who wrote ^ Paper against Qo^^ hi 
order to expose the whole syttem m tti ' 
true light, gave it as my opioioil, Muf it' 
was impossible for Gold and Siher etfer to 
become current in England again^ t/ntor' 
ikept^er-^ST^tem were whottj/ destroy. 

But, to come to what wMlnow be sai'ff 
by Mr* HoRNi:a; the renewal of the aet 
of protecrtion can be opiposed' only upon 
the ground, that the Bank ougki to begin 
paying in specie when the present aet esu 
ptfee, wl^chr ftr In Inl^ neat. Thi^ 18 tbe 
only gt^ond) upon which the renewal can 
poesibfy be oppeeed, Now^ it is become * 
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M.^ell known as any thing can be, that 
the present distress has been occasioned 
bj a great diroiRution in the quantity of 
money afloat in the kingdom. This is 
denie<l by nobody, and has been asf»erted 
by almost every man, who has, in either 
House, spoken upon the subject. There 
]|as been a ialkj indeed, about a surplus 
produce, about a tran^^ition from war to 
peace, and about importations from 
abroad. But nobody has h:id the bold- 
iless to deny, that the principal cause of 
the distress is the alteration in the value 
of the currency. 

This being, then, a notorious fact, 
would Mr. Horner wish to add to the 
iistress'f No, certainly ; but, how, then, 
can he wish the Bank to pay in specie ? 
If so much ruin has be.n brought upon 
the couniry by the diminution of the 
quantity of money, which has already 
taken place, what would be the extent of 
the ruin, if a much greater diminution 
were to take place? And, is it not cer» 
^*n,that, if pash*payments were resumed, 
a ?ery great further diminution must take 
place? If so much misery has arisen 
ffom prices being lowered to 6 or 7s. a 
bushel for wheat, who ahall estimate the 
quantity of misery that would arise from 
wheat being reduced to 4*. or 3*. a 
bushel ? 

If the caah-pnyments were to come, 
people would soon be shy of paper of all 
sorts. Indeed, there would be no coun- 
try bank paper in a very short space of 
time. It would not pass from hand to 
hand. The one and two pound notes 
wbuld wholly disappear. So that the 
whole iquantify of money afloat would 
undergo a monstrous diminution. Of 
course, prices would fall lery low ; and, 
then, whence W(»uld come the taxes to pay 
the interest of the Debt ? In short, with 
cash lor currency, ^0 millions a year 
could not be collected. 

Therefore, it seems to me impossible to 
oppose this Bill, unless the opponents re- 
ally wish, as I do, to see an end put to the 
nfhoh sy^iem^ and to adopt a remfunding 
l^lan for the payment of the fund- holders. 
If they are prepared for this, they will be 
perfectly consistent in opposing the Bill ; 
but, if they stop one inch short of my 
l^gth, their opposition most be mere ca- 
Tilling. This is no matter of speculation. 
It. is no theoretical subject. The Bill 



dies on the 5th of July next; and, on tli« 
6th people would, of course, go to the 
Bank and demand money In exchange for 
the promissory notes that they hold. Sa 
that the simple question is, shall the Act 
be renewed, or shall the whole systcoi 
come to an end next Summer ? 

Now, people of America, I do most 
anxiously hope^ that our example will be 
an effectual warning to you. If, after 
what you hare seen of the consequences 
of a paper-money not convertible at plea^ 
sure into fold coin^ you are not terrified 
at the idea of continuing long in this paper 
career, you will discover less sense than 
at any former period of your history. 
The question of depreciation or non-tU^ 
predation is of little consequence. The 
things for you to keep your eye upon, 
are, the ruin 'which the fluctuations in 
such a currency produce* and the state of 
dependence in which powerful Banks 
keep tar<c numbers of a community. The 
use of the precious metals is the best and 
only real check on a disposition towards 
inordinate speculation and on the fatal 
habit of thinking lightly of contracting 
debts. I am well aware of the power of 
a flctitioos money in creating all that 
bustle and show which indicate great pros, 
perity ; hut, such prosperity is also ficti. 
tioiis. The time must come for the bubble 
to burst ; and, then the community is 
much less powerful and' lost happy than if 
it had never known such prosperity, be* 
cause It is less tirtuoas ; and, when I 
talk of virtue, I beg leaye not to.be 
understood as Rieaning the singing of 
hymns or the disiribuOng of Bibles gratis^ 
thoQgh I know some excellmit men, who 
are as busy as bees In both these occupa^ 
tions. The sudden amazing of fbrtnnet 
nobody knows or can Imagine how ; tiM 
quick transitions from poverty to splen* 
dour, and from splendour to poverty ; the 
incessant shifting of real property firom 
hand to hand ; the consequent coming Mid 
going of the pnuclpal persons of OTOry 
neigh bod rhoocH these, which have ait 
ariM^ from this system of fictitious meniey, 
and from the taxing system with whioli k 
is connected, have been extremely de*. 
trimontal to the character of the p€0ple 
of England. A young man of the present 
day, instead of waiting patiently to th^ 
«nd of «n apprenticeship to enter on die 
slow progress towards competence, is now 
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casting about him to see how he cao, like, 
joncler lordTj contractor (who was the 
other daj a sboe-black) make a fortane 
at a dash ; or, which is a more comnoo 
case, is lounging about at home, till a 
rote at an election, or some other base tici 
vf some relation or friend, shall procare 
him a p!:^cc under (he GoTcrnment. 1*hose 
political Sodoms, the rotten boroughs, spew 
out upon us swarms of these Termin ; but, 
the rage for fortune^making pervades the 
whole countrj. No sillj mother has two 
sons, that can barely read and write, with, 
out baring a brace of young gentlemen to 
quarter upon the public. The tuters of 
y<^^ gentlemen cannot be expected to go 
to serrice or to any tradesmen or farmers, 
and, therefore^ baring first obtained a 
competent portion of music and norel- 
reading, theyrery frequently obuio a qua- 
lification for the Magdalen College, it be- 
ing a sort of maxim, that no man with a 
fortune ought to marry a wife who has 
■one 

Great as are the inroads, which this 
paper and taxing system has made upon 
our ciril and political liberties, those are 
ttuch greater which it has made upon our 
morals, manners and habits. To some 
•f these sources of danger you arc not 
•zposed. You hare not a gorernmeot 
with miUions in iu hands to feed the 
senrile and tor at the eipence of the 
Iddastrioas. out, you hare proneness 
enough to dashing speculation, to deep 
gaining under the name of trade ; ^nd to 
foster this dangerous and Ticious propen- 
sity, to multiply prodigiously the number 
of those (already not small) who aim at 
riches without labour or genius, to sub- 
stitute luck and trick for sober calculation 
and probity, to sow thickly the seeds of 
iiaUe pride and real meanness, and to lay 
a broad foundation for slavery, pauper- 
ism and crimes, you hare only to esfa. 
blish a penuanent system of fictitious 
money. 

Wm, Cobbett. 

P.S.— The afitir of the intended, or 
reported intended, Divorce must be treat- 
ed of on the other side of the water. 

State or Ireland. 

TV Mmrfi^ 9f Bm3kx9^^m% Spad^ CmOtmud 
frmm ptige 4oO, 

He did not think lightly of the opinions 
of the people; but when he found these 



opinioBt divided, tke mote Si it become 
the duty of FsrliameBt to ioterpose ^kA 
mecfiation, to alienate irritation, and to 
establish that system which, upon the 
whole, they thought best for Ireland. — 
He trusted, therefore, that their Lordships 
woahl view the present state of the Catho* 
lie qoesffon as only furnishing an addi- 
tional reason for their Interference. If 
he were asked for the remedy, he had no 
fae^itati'^n in saying, thatjf the Committee 
went fairfy and dispassionately into the 
inquiry, a remedy would ea«ily be dis- 
cofered. Were he to express his opinion, 
he should say that be would do every 
thing for the Catholics, with secnrities — 
without them, nothing. He should re- 
store to them eligibility to every place of 
profit or honour, with some exceptions; 
that for instance of the Chancellor, the 
keeper of the King's conscience,, a iid of 
the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, the Re* 
presentative of a Protestant King. Nei- 
ther should they be eligible to become 
Fellows of Colleges, and be thus intrusted 
with the education'of Protestant youth; 
but that, at the same time, proper provi- 
sions should be made for the domestic 
edacation of their 'own Clergy, and that 
they should not be under the necessity of 
going abroad to seek it. He further 
thought that the appointment of Catholin 
Bishops should be subject to the approba- 
tion of the Crown. With these guards, 
he believed that the Protestant Church 
would acquire additional strength from 
concessions to the Catholics. As a casa 
in point itiustratiag the utility of conces- 
sions, he would refer their Lordships to 
the situation of Hungary. The popula* 
tion of that countiy were almost univer- 
sally Calvinists. Up to the year 17D1^ 
all places of power and profit in that 
kingdom were eiclusively in the bauds of 
German Catholics. The consequence waa, 
that the blood of that generous people 
boiled with indignation, which ended in 
a conspiracy to shake off the Austrian 
yoke. When, however, the Emperor 
Leopold succeeded to the throne in 1791^ 
he had the wisdom to resort to no half 
measures, but threw open every situation 
of profit and power to the Calvinists io« 
discriminately with the Catholics. The 
effect had since been, that the Hungarians 
had been in more than one instance the 
saviours of Leopold's Crown ; and that, 
whao Bonaparte was master of Vienna) 
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4UMlb9Mofi* Mt» li«pei of bdfpeadeiic^b 
they retained ibejr tfiidelUy • Tb^ referent 
Bench of Bishops appOMte to himf be be- 
1iefed<, knew fiiii well that tbo daager» of 
the Established Church were not now to 
be '£euiid io the thutiders of the Vatkan, 
or the attacks of Catbolicisro, but in the 
multiplicitj of different secta, who$e in- 
.ereasing nmnbers had firee admission to 
place and power, and who left the Church 
a faii^ outside, while all within was hoUow. 
Unless the Legislature began in this way^ 
there was no chance of allaying ^hc irrita- 
tion of Ireland. - AUM' other grievances^ 
all hCT sources of disgust and disaffection^ * 
were so intimately connected with this,! 
tbat.iinU*S8 ;their Lordships began with 
removing it^ there was no chance of im- - 
.proioment . But t^s alone would do 
JiUle, uaiess i^t the s^me time, the griev- 
tatiee of tii^ was considerably alleviated. 
%r (be lappca which 4iow goTerned Irreland, 
thobur4ent(of -tithes was in fact taken off 
froip t^e |andowner,,and laid on the pota^. 
too §^^ef\,9f ibepe^saat, •and -hispatschtis 
.of .^HD§.|^nd flax. Itwai owing to the 
.rniuouA s^stein of iiiternal disunion i^od 
^iTisioathat.this course had been pursued. 
About they«ar 1720, the tillage of Ire. 
land wa^ at a low ebb — the land was 
'43if«itsfi^ laid iMit 4n pas^urag^. About 
4he pv^rioci ^e had mentioned, the chore h 
jplaiwed a^ftfnent i^itho on the cattle 
of , Ireland, and obtained a decree of 
,the Court of the Exchequer to their 
flavoun What was tbe conseqiienoeJ 
Thf ^u^ish s^tler^.the Protestant land- 
Awnt^i, %imd yuch a -clamour, that the 
agiatment tithp never \f hs levied* . The 
.whole biicthen was transferred to the 
CaihoUcaod Ihe, Djissenter, who included 
^l0i(qst fche 9»hoU of the. populace^ and 
9f^he Aaw the whoJe of the tlthe^ levied 
from ^hom to support a church whose 
doetcines wete not.profossed by ener^th 
i»( the^ inhabitants. The.consequenee was, 
ilhatt tKe RiBCtof saw himself 4ri«en to re- 
port iox Ws tithes tp the pota^o^gai^den 
iff the poor Catholic and J>issen(er, and 
Jo the As]|.whic3h they raised for their li- 
nen manufaQture.. Th^ (^t wa?, that the 
^oor catholic, H^aa pbligvri to. p^y what 
his rich, neighboac was esousedfromipay-* 
iqg* S^ch yf»% the) practice in Ireland, 
0?^ in the teeihf^f the law, nptp l&OQ^ 
4h9 p^tod of .the Union. In the^ year, 
iigiftment IiUms yrm 4eclai:ed Ulegal l^. 
Afltr^f . P|kcl«0ie»t, imi this .wiaft^hefoon* 



datiofi on irhioh th^ Protectant landr 
owners assented to the Uni/i^n. Soch •be- 
ing the ^stem of tithes, injrolaod, i^ae it 
surprising that it should be a- p^petna^ 
source of irritation — that it should be 
emploi^d by the db»affected a.o an ^ngii^a 
to work upon the passions of tl^ mal^ 
titude ? But the evil by no means stopped 
here. The Hector was obUged to em- 
ploy a tithe-* proctor to collect his iMbes^ 
Labour in Ireland was very ii;tade%uatelj 
paid, and instea4 of money the laboaxer 
was in the habit of hiring a potatoe* 
garden at an esLorbttant rale, the ismi of 
which he did not paj>' in money, but u^ 
work to his landlord. Qn this wretched 
pittance of the labourer tb^ Rector was 
obliged to levy hb tithes» and tho tithe* 
proctor was fur that purpose called int9 
action. He collects, either in money or 
in kind, the tenth of the prodM<:e of Ibe 
potatoe garden ; or he takes a bill frony 
the peasant, payable at a short date* IS 
the bill be not paid, then away go the pign 
and the furniture oC the. wjr^tched pea- 
sant, which was seized, for^ the titbei* 
This was not the cnd^.of thf janentajl>le 
detail. The peasants, of wiiolo. di^tricM 
were often so-connectcd .by beii^ sur^ef 
for one another, that when the tithes procr 
tor appeared among them h/D was hunted 
like a mad dog, and the ChvixcK mU onlj^ 
lost its dues, but fell into disgrace. Titles, 
as at present lejvicd^ were a mojst ro^schiei* 
Yous tax, collected in the most, , uneaiu4 
hasasaing.mannetr* . It was th^ duty of the 
Hous't (o takp inta their immediate con- 
sideration this nevcr.faUiqgsoiirpp.oi'ifri.r 
tation and, disturbance, to eigttngnisii, if 
possible, this. cyer-bujn jug Ilecla. \i wss 
not his wish that the House should take 
this statement on his own ipse dixit ;]Ji^ 
propo^aed tliat the fapt^ !\bould be inquired 
into by thp examioatioQ of witnesses, .aii9. 
he had no doubt that same reioedy migl^t 
be discovered. Blis own qploion yr^Sd 
that an agreeable !anc(-tax, proportioned 
to the rent, should be substituted for the 
suppont of the chi^rchj.aud thajt commis- 
sioners should be appointed Tor carry I ng 
some such measure into effect throughout 
the whole of Ireland. He had no hesita- 
tion in saying, that this would remedy 
one of the pnnm'patgricivaBees of Ireland, 
^od tcjiti niore thip^n nay thing else kp 
allay the irritation of -^tbe. Catholic la- 
boAU^r ^^^ ^^^^^ lapuld 'not h^ie -ftie 
tith#*prootor jn 4hQ potAt?^J^U^deo, cs- 
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timotiiif «lie t6Atl» pad of bU obil4ffett^ 
food. Anothipr grievaBce to wbieh lie 
-should direct dttorltion was, the srteie of. 
tbe }ori9diction of Oraitd Junes In Ire- 
land. No oiiepari of ks Interoal admi* 
nis*r$ition d4d so much mfeohief. He 
.alloiled nom to their powers, whidi they 
esercised in the pfesentment of roads, 
aod which were two often employed for 
j)riraie objects and icidividaal jobbiog. 
He stated the eSbot of tbe mode of swevr- > 
ing that a particular road was oat of re- 
pair in a district or barony, in many 
caaes to be, that money was raised in that 
district which afterwards went into the 
pocket of a tenant, to enable him to pay 
•his landiord's rent. This mode of present- 
ment should be taken entirely out of the 
iiands of the Grand Juries. The Noble 
Marquis next adrertcd to anotlier grier- ^ 
ance in the state of Ireland, namely, that, 
tiiough the mode of appointing High 
Sherlfis was theoretically; the same as in 
this country, yet practically they were 
appointed exclusively by the crown : it 
would be better were they taken from 
A list of the gentry in rotation. The 
Noble Marquis next adverted to the 
state of the magistracy in Ireland. Ow- 
ing t# th6 frequent disturbances which 
b^ pvevailed, gentlemen of property and 
inflneaec had either been driven into 
fowns, or indaeed to leave the country. 
Heoce the number of magistrates was 
small, while the office Itself became one 
of grei|t labour and fatigue, and during 
the unquiet times which had prevailra, 
via^y persons had got into the office who 
ouglitt not to be itt it. The duty of select- 
ing or dismissing magistrates should be 
intruiBted to Pafrliamentary Commissionevs. 
The last point on which he should touch, 
and perhaps the blackest part of the pic- 
tuve, was the Bnancial Itate of Ireland. 
He should show that the quantum of net 
revenue which Ireland produced was very 
tar from paying even tbe interest of her 
naUonal debt. Here the Noble Marquis 
read from a paper which he held in his 
bsB^) a Matemorit of tfaie funded debt of 
Ireland, the charge on that debt, and the 
net revenue which remained at various 
periods since the 5th of January 1791. 
At that date the public debt of Ireland 
amounted to only 1,710,000/. the charge 
on which was 1 14,000/. while the revenue 
was about 1,007,000/. In 1800, the 
period of the Union, the debt of Ireland 



bad mounted tp i& S4^6aO^MIWl of 
capital, a«teiid«d with asAnntial«te^e<df 
1,815^000^ ; while the ^iiet revenue wias 
rather more than -two miHtooa. In iWdy 
the debt was 59 miHfons, creating an anu 
nnal charge of more than two mUlionay 
wliile the revenue was three mHKont. 
This was the state in ^hich Mr. Pi«t left 
the *finances of Ireland. Between tW$ 
and 1808 the public debt rose to 70 miN 
lions, accompanied with ai\ annual chatga 
of 5,38^,000/. while tbe net revenue was 
4,378,0001. Here e«ided all favoari^la 
proportion between the interest of the 
debt and the national revenue. In 181^ 
the debt was OS millions, creating an mo* 
nnal charge of 4,Sa4,000/. while the iiet 
revenue was oidy 4,200^000/. thus ieav* 
134,000/. as the deficiency of the -re^ 
venue to pay even the interest -of tha 
debt. In 1815, the debt mounted up to 
1^,865,000/. requiring an anauid chasga 
of 5,93^,000/. considerably beyond tha 
produce of the net revenue. In lUtSilfa 
interest on tlie pablk debt amounted to 
above six millions, and tbe whole amouat 
of the revenue was deficient by a sam df 
900,000/. for the payment of the diarga ■ 
of the debt ; and this, thoogfa every ea* 
ertion had been made to screw 'np itha 
taxes of Ir^nd. This was indeed iex- 
hibidag a gloomy prolrpeet of natioival 
baakmptigr. There was also appatnsat* 
ly a falling off in the linen masufticr. 
tare, the staple of Ireland; for in I79t 
theve were forty-nine milUone of yards 
exported to England, white in 18 VS* there 
had been only 30 millions exported to 
tbe same quarter. Unfortunately also, 
it so happened, that the remiSBlon of tha 
war mah duty eonld give the people' Mttfe 
relief, becaase the national taste l^d en.* 
tirely changed, and there was nothing bat 
illicit distillation going on from i>ne enU 
of the kingdom to the other. The finan* 
ces of Ireland could only 'be looked at 
in this point af vlew^^namely, 't<3f see 
what she could fairly pay, and we mtfst 
take the rest on' ourselves; for Ireland 
never could, and, what ivas more, never 
would, pay the balance. Oa the whole, 
he flattevod himself that h^ had stated 
enough to show a Parliamentary ground 
for inquiry. The time was now come 
when a refusal to entertain a motion of 
this kind would be construed by Ireland 
as a declaration ortotal neglect of her 
IdtcreSfs/ The question wa8,lrhether the 
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attacfament of a ga&erons people ^vas to 
be gaioed for ever by measares of con- 
ciliatioo. Parliament night throw away 
their advantages — they might indeed re- 
tain postessioB of the country by arai& ; 
but the affections of the people would be 
entirely severed. The lower orders, de- 
, sponding and degraded, wooK) be idle by 
4ay, and Tigilant only in the night for 
plans and for bfood — the future rule of 
this country would be sigumiiied only by 
undiminished eiertions to put down re- 
Jtieliion and disorder.— He presented to 
his own mind, however, a more pleasing 
proepect ; and if, by drawing the atten- 
tion of Parliament to: the subjixt, he 
shooid be the humble instrument of alte- 
▼iattng any of the grievances under which 
Ireland laboured, he should think of this 
ttight's debate with pride and satisfaction 
to the last moment of his life. The No- 
ble Lord conciuded with moving that n 
Comtoiiitee be appointed to consider the 
ftiue of Ireland. 

' The Aj*chi)i$hop of Cashel made seve- 
ral obfteriuitloAs on what had fallen from 
the Noble Mdrquis on the subject of tithes 
in Ireland, but in so low a tone that they 
%vere not-andtble below the Bat. He de- 
fed any man to bring forward a case of 
Mknse in (he coliebtion of tithes by the 
clergy that should require parliamentary 
i^terXereoce; and he contended, that it 
wae a mistake to assert that the land- 
owners had been successful in shifting the 
burdens ; of the tithes from thetr 'Own 
•houlders to thoise of the poor tenantry. 

The Marquis of Bti kinoiiam explain. 
fd, that he had intended to bring forward 
■o charge again^it the clergy of Irelami ; 
the evil was to be fouiid in the system of 
fOTemment thbre^ by which the collectors 
of tithes were driven from the pastures of 
the rich to the poutoe gardens of the 
poor. 

The Earl of LivEa^ooL said, that from 
his official knowledge, he was able to 
•onfirm man^ of the statements of the 
Most Reverend Prelate, than whom he 
was convinced there wan not upon the 
Episcopal Bench an individual more 
aszioas la the discharge of his dulies, 



mbre attentive to his Diocese, or more 
revered and esteemed by those who were 
placed under him. He (Lord Liverpool) 
was fully sensible of the magnitude and 
difficulty of the subject ; and, considering 
how many inHammatory topics might have 
been introduced, he could not help com- 
plimenting the Noble Marquis upon the 
temper and moderation he had displayed 
throughout his speech, which had placed 
his motion In the most favourable light* 
His L(irdshi|>, howerer, differed in many 
essential particulars; and bis first and 
principal objection to the proposition 
was, that it was not at all calculated to 
secure the object that Ministers, not less 
than the noble Marquis, had in view. If 
it were acceded to, the consequence would 
be, either that a Committee of the whole 
House shoifld be formed, or that a select 
Committee should be appointed. From 
the first, his Lordship was persuaded, by 
all experience, that no practical beneficial 
result could bo obtained ; and to the last, 
the House on such a question would pro- 
bably not think it expedient to delegate 
its powers. 'Committees of the whole 
House on the state of the nation had 
sometimes been agreed to, bat had never 
been prodaetive of any real adrantages : 
in foct, on a general question like that of 
the present sf ate of Ireland, So rtiny disi 
cordant tbelingt would prevair^ and so 
many conflicting opinions as to what was, 
and what was nor an evil, would Mfoimd; 
that a satisCaetory isaue to the Hrqaiiy 
could not be hoped ; but if a parttcubMr 
case nere made out, if sufficient ground 
were laid for instituting an investigation* 
into any one branch of this extensive sub- 
ject, his Iwiord^hip would be one of the 
first to support a uiDtion for a select 
Committee. The Noble Marquis had fnklf 
stated, that in taking a view of the condf^ 
tion of Ireland, he should disregard all con- 
siderations of a party nature, as to the par- 
ticular governments eatablished at difl^ 
rent periods ; .he should only revert to the 
IMist as explanatory of the future, to-which 
attention was more especially to be direct* 
ed. 

(To be Conlimed.) 
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BHMOIIS llf LAtfT RGOtSTEIU 

Iq iMte 497— for •*ykrwu**» read gloriom, 

-IPS— for •• IM •• read Doe, 

— — 065 — for ** 0mf *• read marry. 
— tor •» guhdng " read g^mmg. 



To CoRRESrONOENTS. 

Mr. G's Letters are rcceWed. Two of 
of them will be sent to America to be pub- 
lishe<l. . . 

Mn,ny thanks to Mr. C. for the gilded 
ropes. They shall be taken care of. We 
should be vory bapj>y to see him and his 
worthy friend, at Botley. He will see 
what I intend to do with the gilded ropes. 



TO 

Commodore Dayid Porter 
Or THB United State* Navy. 

Bottey, i?th Agvilt 1816. 
SiR^-^Io the last Quarterly Review but 
one, there was a Tery base attack upon 
your character and conduct. In order to 
conviuce you, that yon ought not to sup- 
pose that all my coUBtrymep approved of 
aoch vile poblicatioot, I inserted, in No. 
1 1 of ihia Volume, a Letter to tiie Author, 
or Editor of that work, whose name is 
William Gffford. I there gafe an ac 
count of this literary^ hero ; but, in my 
ttatement of what he received out of our 
taxes, I was, I find, guilty of an omis* 
flipo, which I now proceed to correct. I 
said, that he bad been rewarded by a 
aiACicnrd of mqre than 300/. a year, under 
the tUKe of Clerk, of the Foreign Esireaif^ 
and that ht was a Vommksionrr* of the 
I^ottery. Bat, I now find that he bas 
another place; that is, the place of 
** Paymaster of the Band of Gentlemen 
Pensioners^ •' at 300/: a yeart A most 
suitabJe office, you will say, for the whip- 
per-in of a set of hir^d Reviewer! ! What 
particular Band of pensioners this may 
b^ I do not know. Perhaps the whole 
Band may be Reviewers ; if so, Sir, I 



leave you to guess what a chance the 
Journal of your celebrated Cruise stood 
in their hands. 

I gave you an account in Numbar 11 of 
the conduct of .this writer In the cases of 
Peter Pindar and Anthony Pasquin, and 
also of the conduct and character of the 
Jjudge, Kenyon. In. short, I showed 
what the business of Reviewing really 
was, in England. But, Sir, I must again 
beg of yop and your countrymen and aU 
foreigners to keep your, eye steadily fixed 
upon this fact, that writers, like Mr. 
GiF^ORD, are, in this country, absolutely 
in pay of th^ government ; that is to say,, 
that they live upon the taxes, and, of 
course, assist jn producing pauperism and 
misery. This is not the caye In yonn 
country. There a writer, if he gpt rich,- 
or,, if he live by the pen, must receive his 
income from the people who voluntarily 
buy his works. Here he need care little 
about his readers: \i\% payers are the only 
persons that he need care for, or that J^ 
does pare for. This writer must have 
known very well how base it was in htm 
to assault your character, in the manner 
that he did ; what a shameful prostitution 
of talent he was guilty of; but, his mind 
had, for many years, been made up to 
that, and had been seared against all re-» 
flections of this sort. 

You will naturally ask, how we can 
tolerate, how we can endure, how we 
can submit, to see our money, raised on 
us in taxes, and earned with our sweat 
and ^Imost with our very blood : you 
will naturally ask, how we can submit to 
see our money given to a man like this,, 
while we see nearly two millions of pau- 
pers overspread the land.' If, indeed, 
he had ever in his whole life time, ren- 
dered any jort of service io the country ; 
if he had served, at any timd of his life, 
in the army, the navy, or in any other 
branch of public business, there might be . 
some e;ccttse for ibe heaping of these sums 
of money on him.; -but, to gt?e to this 
man, who was a few years ago tutor to 
LpRD Bsf'ORAVB, and who has never 
been in any kind of public employ, an 
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ipcome eq^al to (hat of five or six LieU" 
ienanis of the Naoyy is, you will say * * 
«*••*«%**••***»** and i 

wonld say it too if I dared. 

HoweTer, Sir, I think I can now defy 
Mr. GiFFORD*s talent at falsehood and 
deception as far as relates to America ; 
and, if he continoe to deceive people 
here, those people are not to be pitied. 
He is one of those, whose labours, though 
they tend to keep up the delusion for a 
while, will, in (he end, make the fall of 

I hate the pleasure to assure jrou, that 
every one, whom I hsTe heard speak on 
Che subjeet, has reprobated the cowardly 
and Tiperous attack, made on you by this 
ehiecure assailant ; but, strange as you 
will think it, Tery few persons here know 
that his statement, which represents the 
Bssex to have been captured by one 
English ship, is a falsehood! There is 
hardly any one in England, out of the 
pale of the AdAiiralty, who does not 
firmly believe, that you were beaten and 
captured by the Phmbe alone! But, if 
you could know the state of our press, 
you wbiild not wonder at this. As to all 
matters, relating to the war with America, 
this nation, generally speaking, are nearly 
as ignorant as are the dogs and the horses. 
As far, however, as tlie truth has made 
its way with regard to your eiploits, they 
have received the admiration, which is 
due to them ; and, there are many men 
in England, amongst whom 1 am one, 
who most sincerely wish you health, hap- 
piness, and success in your present import- 
ant employment of adding to the strength of 
that navy, towards the fame of which you 
haTe so lai^ely contributed. We, who 
entertain these wishes, are very far from 
desiring to see the power or the fame of 
our own country diminished. We are for 
the prosperity and honour of England in 
preference to those of alt the rest of the 
world. But, we by no means believe, that 
the ererturning of your system of gdvem- 
ment, that the extinguishing of the ex- 
ample set by you, would tend to the pros- 
pef4ty and honour of Engknd, It being 
impossible for us to have an idea of 
national prosperity ahd honour not ac- 
companied with real Merty, In short, 
-we are not beasts enough to belteTe, that 
cnr prosperity, or our honour, would be 
advanced by our enabling a *•♦••* * 
* ♦ ♦ to subjugate you ; and, threforr, in 



every unScrtakiug, which does not tend to 
the abridgment of the known righU of 
our country, and which do tend to gWe to 
freedom power to struggle against, and, 
finally, to oirercome despotism, we most 
cordially wish you success.—! am, Str^ 
your most obedient Servant^ 

Wm* Cobbett. 
P. S. This very minute I have received a 
letter from a gentleman inSwssEi^, whom I 
never bad the pleasure to see in my life, iu- 
forming me, that accident has put into bla 
hands, and that he has forwkrded to me, 
a part of the gilded ropeg^ made use iPt 
in the vessels, engaged in the ever me- 
morable fight om tSa Strpenime Riverj 
which ropes I, will, as soon as possible, 
most assuredly send to you. Perhaps you 
may have forgotten the piece of Naval 
History here referred to. In 1814, when 
the kings, our allies, were in England, 
there was a sea fight in miniature con- 
trived, in order to give them an idea of 
our prowess. The scene was a laige 
pond in one of the parks near London. 
Here vessels were constructed, guns pot 
on board of them, and every thing elae 
done that was calculated to give the thing 
the air of reality. The English Fleet 
and the American Fleet came to action in 
fine style ; the contest was uacomUiooljr 
obstinate ; but, at last, poor Jonathan^ 
was compelled to haul down his ^ bUs^ »f 
striped hunting^ " aod ^^ submit to onr 
gallant and magnanimous Tars.'* At tirfs 
result of the combat not less,, perhaps, 
than two hundred thousand voices made 
the air ring with shouts of trioaiph ; 
while at y^ty nearly the same moment, a 
whole squadron of real English ships were 
hauling down their colours to an injerk^r 
American squadron, commanded by Com- 
modore M^Donnougb^ on l^ake Champ- 
lain ! We, who really love our couiiUry^ 
do not think her honoured in victories like 
that of the Serpentine River ; nor, though 
we are always sorry to hear of any of onr 
countrymen being defeated, when #e 
consider them merely as our countrymen « 
can we ••♦•♦••♦••♦ •••••••♦ 



General Brown. 

The article, which, in the last number 

but one, I published, from the Yankee 

newspaper, retpectiog this'geatleman^ has 

4iniim' forth,: from an anofnymious cartas* 
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pent, it most bitter attack upon the charae* 
ter and conduct of the General. What I 
flIiaU do, in this case, Is this : I will, as 
«Don as possible, send the article, some 
how or other, to G^eneral Brown, tearing 
him to send me an answer to it, if he 
think it worth while. For, as to mak« 
log my work the Tehicle of attack on 
Amerieaii Officers, while onr Hbel laws 
wonid sqneese me half to death, if I were 
to pnbirah what Americans write against 
our Officers, I will be gulltj^ of no such 
liateiieH. Nay, if this anonymons writer 
were to pnblish his attack in anotlier pa* 
per^ I shontd not dare answer his pnbUca- 
cation, in the manner in which it ought 
to be answered. I may attack the Ame- 
rican General as mnch as I please ; but 
I must be Tory cautions what I say in 
defending him. Indeed, I dare not defend 
Mm, if to his defence any circnmstance 
dishonourable to any English Officer, or 
person in authority, be necessary to be 
sMed. Thus is any one permitted to fly 
open-mouthed at the reptitation of General 
Brown, as sinecure Gifford h?w at Com- 
modore Porter ; but, in defence of Gene- 
ral Brown, a man most keep on a very 
tighft mmale. To obtain freedom of the 
fyress, such as would enable me to utter 
what I feel on the subject of the Rioer 
Rukin^ Hampiotty Frenchi&wny Aksan' 
driOy Sfc, is out of my power ; bot, it is 
completely within my power to prevent 
my work from being the Tehicle of attack, 
while the means of defence are prohibited. 
No ; curruption has Tehicles enough at its 
absoltite command : it would be a shame 
liMteed, if I were to lend my pages to its 
fH t rp oiO fl . In America, if an Englhh Offi- 
^:er be attacked in print, there is a press 
which dares defend him, and in making 
ihat defence, to inculpate, if the case calls 
/6r it, any officer, or other person, in 
America. When this is the case, there 
om%ht to be no sompleto insert the attack ; 
and, when my correspondent will obtain 
th^saine freedom of the prees for me, I 
wttl insert his attack on General Brown, 
wliich, howerer, is of so personal and fenl 
a nature, that, under no circumstances, 
oogto it to be published in any country 
widiout the real name of the author.-^Ho w- 
eTer« if this gentleman haf really that zea| 
for tlw honoiir of his eoaotry, whidi he 
professes id hanre, there ift a much larger 
tield for M^'than the character and con- 
duct of <2efteral Brown. lmca%thehmg 



list of charges, contained in the '^ Ameri^ 
can Expoiiiiony^. republished by Mr* 
Ciementy at 102, Strand, London. This 
pamphlet, which has been published in 
London more than eight months, has not 
yet been noticed in any of our Reviews; 
£ hare seen it m French. It has been read 
in all the courts of Europe, f f ever there 
was a publication that called for an on- 
fwer^ this is one of that description. Yet, 
not a word has it drawn forth. I am de- 
ceired if there ever was a publication, ca1« 
culated to do so much mischief to the 
character of any goremment as this is cal- 
culated to do to the character of ours ; 
and yet, not a word is said in answer to 
it, or by way of commentary on it. What 
is the conclusions^ Now, if the anonym 
mous assailant of General Brown will 
^^ turn to** and answer this Eipositioti, 
what a service will he render ! His at- 
tack on General Brown will find a place 
In such answer naturally enouj^b. — Let us 
live in hopes, then, that we shall see this 
terrible Exposition answered at last. 

Wm. Cobbett, 



TO THE 

Ps*rLC OP THE United States op 
Amekica* 

LETTER X. 

PolUkal Parties in England.^ Whatihe^ 
wpere formerly. —Change of Public 
opMon when Mr. Fox came into power. 

Conduat of the Foxites, — Both sets 

man Mr. Maddocks's motion in 1809.— 
The -sham battles in newspapers -^The 
Reformers. — Hampden Club. — Politic 
col Lawyers. 

BUley.trth AprU, 1816. 
The people of America appear to retain 
the old notion about Political Parties in 
thia country. They seem to think,' that 
the word OpposUion stands for a set of 
men, who really disapprove of the mea- 
sures of the ministry, and who differ from 
them essentially in ceriaiii great princh 
pier of policy and of government. Mr. 
Matthew Cabet of Philadelphia, who is 
one of those numerous sons of Erin,^ who 
have done honour to the Irish name in his 
adopted country, and who, under the title 
of ** The Omve Baanch," pot forth, dur- 
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ing the late war, a work which produced 
the most powerful and most beneficial ef- 
fect. If a geotleman of this description 
can look upon it that there ^' always is, in 
the English House of Commons, a Court 
Party and a Country/ Party," it shows 
Very clearly, that the People of America 
know yery little'inHeed about our Political 
Parties, that they carry along in their 
minds the names and ideas of three or four 
score years back ; and that they stand in 
need of a great deal of information upon 
this subject, which is, however, one of 
considerable importance in the history of 
these eventful times. In No. S of this 
volume I have given you some account of 
the English Parliament. I have shown 
you how it iSy that the Duke of Newcastle, 
while he was, a few years ago, kicking his 
• heels up iiVa cradle and feeding upon pap, 
had more real influence than all the bat- 
tling debaters put together ; but, I have 
not, so fully as I could wish, explained 
to you how the Parties really stand at this 
time, and especially what are the views 
of those who are called parliamentary Ae- 
Jbrmersy and whose views you will finally, 
I hof>e, see carried into complete effect. 

The old appellations of Whig And Tory 
really have had no application in England 
for nearly half a century. . Since the caote 
of the Stuarts became completely hopeless, 
the two parties in parliament have been 
contending merely for pow^r and emolu- 
ment. Until Pitt went out of office in 
1601, the people in power were called 
Pkiites, and those who were seeking for 
. power were called Fdnites. But, after the 
medley which composed Addiogton's ad- 
ministration, after Pitfs return to power 
with a new and stranger mixture, and es- 
pecially after the coalition between Fax^ 
Grenvillp, and Addington, in 1806, all no- 
tion about a difference in- the principles of 
any of tliese parties has been wholly ef- 
faced from the mind<i of the people. 

, Indeed, the conduct of t|ie Foxites, 
when they came into power, was enough 
to open the eyes of a ppople n^ore blind 
than this, if such a people be to be found 
upon the face of the earth. In the coo/i- 
tipn itself there was n'>thiQg at all to of- 
fend niy man of sound sense. For, men 
who h.*ve differed v»ry widely upon cer- 
iaJM measures, may very pro|>erly co-ope- 
rate as to other meaures. Men who 
have ben very violently opposed to each 
othefL m&J be very honourably reconciled* 



Greater experience may convince tome of 
t^eir errors ; and the times may imperi- 
ously call for unanimity. Therefore, in 
the coalition itself there was nothing of- 
fensive ; and, as far as, my observation 
went (and it was pretty extensive in its 
range), the nation were Mncerely disposed 
to expect good, to expect a great change 
for the better, when Mr. Fox and his fol- 
lowers came into po^er. 

The disappointment, however, was cer* 
tainly the most complete that ever was ex- 
perienced in the world. * As to the pursu- 
ing of the war, that was a question of 
which the public could not so well j^dge. 
I}ut of thp lavishing of the public ^loney ; 
of the prodii^ality in sinecures, pensions, 
and jobs of all sorts, every body conld 
judge. So far were we from seeing any 
change for the better, that we were soon 
convinced a change for the worse had ta- 
ken place. So far from hearing any ope 
measure of Pitt condemned by the Foxites ; 
so far from hearing them censure any one 
of his principles; the defence which they 
constantly set op of their own measures, 
was, that they were founded on the prtnd^ 
pies of Pitt I And, in conformity with 
this unparalleled act . of apostacy, they 
unanimously voted a costly statue to his. 
memory, on the express ground; of hi| pftb^ 
lie services and virtues^ after haying seea 
him suspepd the Habeas Corpus Act for 
sevejD years ; after having seen him issuing 
an Order in Council to authorize, the re- 
fusal of cash -payments at the Bank ; after 
. having witnessed the part he had acted in 
the affairs of Melville and Benfield ; after 
having opposed and voteid against the manjr 
B^lls of Indemnity, with which be died 
covered : after all Uiis, after having lived 
to see the miH^ievons effect of his system^ 
the Foxites, without one dissenting voice^ 
voted a costly monument t^ be erected at 
the people^s expence to commemorate 
the public services and public virtues of 
this same Pitt ! 

From this moment all men of sense 
(and soph men only have any weight in 
fact) who had ever been attached to the 
Foxites, became so much ^ifgu^ted with 
them, that it was impoasible to meet any 
such man without hearing his expressioi^ 
of di<:gu«it. The fVhigs (for so they still 
called thomselves)% thinking their powef 
safe, and seeing themselves lost with their 
former frieods, betook them tothemaJdog 
of friends amongst tbe Pittitss^ if^y i^ow- 
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ey^T, while tl^y partook of tbeir patroo- 
«ge, waited aoziou^y for their fall ; mmI, 
when that fafl camr, wh'ch it did iq a 
▼eiy short (ima, never was public satia- 
faction more general. I mpst again (for 
I hare done it before) do Mr. Folk the 
justice to say, that he went into thi^ cnalt. 
tion with great reluctance. I kmam this 
not only because Me. Wiw phaji told oie 
so; but, bei^use Mr. Fox told me to 
himself. He most ttrenoosly objected to 
coalesdng with »♦♦♦♦♦#♦ o^ and 
aljKO to •♦♦♦»••♦••♦#♦ iiei ng 
io the Cabinet. But, be was in the dajrs 
of Am old age. Ha was overcome bj bia 
desire to gratify others. He had a loag 
list of hungry expectants at his beeb; 
now, or never, they thoagbt, was the ti«e 
for them to come in for a share of tiie 
pickings ; and, they really forced him 
into that state, oat of which be could mmi 
get when once entered into it, and I be 
perplexities and shame attendaot or which 
soon brought him to the grave. He 
keenly felt the complioients of the Pitt* 
ites, bestowed on him for ^ treading to 
'^ exactly in the steps of that greaimon ;•* 
he clearly saw, that he had for ever lost 
the hearts of his real political friends; 
and, I beUeve, he was well assaitd (I was, 
at any rate), that, if another general 
election had . taken place during hit It/^ 
he mutit, at last, have exchanged the Gty 
of Westminster for some rotten borough. 
If, however, there had still remMhmd 
the smallest doubt as to the . § am e m e s$ of 
the character and views of the two pan- 
ties ; if there had yet remalued »ome few 
persons credulous enough to believe that 
Ofpositiov was a word that aseant any 
thing more than a body of persons out of 
placQ who wanted to get into place; if 
tbere had been any one man of aense in 
the whole kingdom, who still retained the 
old notion of the Opposition being a 
body of men acting in defence of- the 
Country i rights agaipst the in^uence of 
the ^''Courty** this last remalniug dupe 
would have had his eyes completely open- 
ed in 1809; and especially by the discos* 
alon and the result of the discussion on 
Mr. Maddocks's motion against Castlb- 
BBAOH and Perceval io the case of Qihn- 
f IN Dick, the particulars of which I have 
detailed to you in No. 5 of this present 
Volume. This discussion, this vote, de- 
cided every thing that remained of ia- 
decbioa npoa the question of party. 



Since flM l^th of May, IW^ there km 
not been to be found one oRbought peR 
or tORgue to pf«(c&4, that one of the par- 
ties ba straw better or worse than the 
other. UpoR this occasiOR, it was Rot rr 
attack npoR Gastlereagh aiid Perceval, as 
wmhterfy that was aude by Mr. Mad- 
docks ; but, as prmetMiomer$ of ike Sjf^r 
tern ; and, as was seeR by the resolt of 
that meR^raMe diacRStioR, thouch the 
OUTS wen dafly aaaaukiRg the iNS m$ 
miRfsters, the^ joiRed Ihefli aM>»t cofdiaUy 
m rrpelliog aa attack agaiast the a * a a 
###••#•• a^ ^,,ic^ af they we« 
knew, had becR ^iwcihcd by tbeaMelves^ 
aRd which they, doRbtless^ anxioRflf 
hoped to havR an early opportunity of 
practising again. 

There is a third party, however, which 
we maat Rot wholly overlook, who are 
geRerally silent, but who, <mi opportnae 
occasions, throw themselves with all their 
weight iato one scale or the other. These 
persons, who are called (and, as yoa w?tl 
by and by aee, not witboat reafoa> TJUB 
SAINTS, have »aa*oa»aa*o ^ 
their head. They watch for occasions^ 
when their votes are»^»»»»«*»»* 



••a«aaa« 



part. 



; aed thus they act their 



Besides these^ then& are- three or foar^ 
who are called ••.•••• •, becaasa 

they generally *••••• • • • amongst 

these the most cc^spicious is Mr. Bajiks^ 
who is unquestionably one of the • • • • 

• o*a«.o*»*a**«»ofthe whole 
assembly. For thejast quarter of a ceo* 
tury, this Gentleman has been ♦ * **•• 
a,* a«*«aoaaa***«. 

You know, that the SptARER of. the 
Iloase of Commoiu b called the <^ EifM 
Commoner ^f EngUuuL** . Tho present 
Speaker, whose name is Cbarues Aaaonr^ 
was bred to the frar» He was during thtf 
first ministry of Pitt, Cor a short ^me^ 
what ls<called Chief Secietary for Ireland. 
He Is a very small min, but a man with a 
great deal of that sort of talent, which Is 
wanted in his present capacity. In a day 
or two after the famous discussion on Mr. 
Maddocks's motion, in 1809^ the Speaker, 
in a Committee of the whole House, took 
occasion to utter a very dignified reproof 
of those who had declared, that the traffic 
in seats was as notorious as the sun at 
noon day, ^^at which declaratfon/' he 
said, ^ QurJ^efaiheri tMmU haoe itari^ 
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ied with horroTy* upon wbich • * ♦ • ♦ * 

By thfs time you^ in America, will begin 
to perceive, that you have nerer before 
had any thing like a correct notion about 
phriies in this country. When you have 
been reading what are called the Debates 
in the House of Commons^ you have 
been apt to suppoie every man to be a 
inab of weighty whose 'name you hav6 
found forming the left shoulder of a long 
][>aragraph in a newspaper. Accordingly 
you would look upon Mr. Tiernet, Mr. 
BttousHAM, Mr. Horner, Mr. Fonson- 
BT, Mr. Wilberforce, Sir Samuel Ro* 
MiLLT, &c. as being our great men^ 
Thfs, however, v^rould be a grievous mis- 
take; for, they are neither more nor less 
than the .*^**'^*'*'^^^******^ 
#««*•«»•#«», After this anecdote 
about Appleby and Mr. Tiernet, yon 
Will, I think, want little more to make 
Ton tee the whole thing in its trne light. 
The people of England, generally speak- 
ing, now understand these matters pretty 
Vcll^ but, If I could only say to them 
what I say to you, they would under- 
stand what they ought to do^ and that 
right quickly. And, ought I not to dare to 
teVI ft fh#m ? Will eten a Cpssack say, that 
these things ought not to be proclaimed 
from Ihe house top ? Will even a Cossack 
Priest say; that a man *ought to be im- 
prisoned and fined for telling the world 
facts of this poblic nature, and of such 
great int*>rest to the people? 

Such being the Political Parties in 
England, you will not be surprized that 
people of sense pay no attention to them. 
The Parties themselves, however, are In- 
cessant in : their cffforts, throtigh their news- 
papers, to keep up the idea of a fVhig 
'Pbr/y ind a Ministeriai Partj^^ opposed 
to each of her upon political principle. In 
these vehicles of deception the party men 
carry on their wars ; and, any of you^ 
who happen to read these prints, must 
Aink them perfectly in earnest. You 
. know nothing of this sham fighting. Your 
^^oblicanand your Cossack prints deal 
thetr blows at each other in sinretifu. 
Tlie great ability w4iieh your writers dis* 
]:riay.is dt*awn forth generally by honest 
leeling;f The Cossacks, though some of 
thfem mii9t, one would think, be corrupt, 
are, at any rate, fn earnest* Whereas our 
party wcitera carry on a deliberate $kmn 
b9itilit^* Th%f «cet as frt^ads 5 IJjie upon 



the most intimate and friendly footing ; 
they sometimes previously arrange their 
parts ; they get rich, and laugh at their 
e nployers and the world. In the midst 
of their wars, in the very heat of the very 
hottest of their battles, only let theiii per- 
ceive any one attacking the System itseffy 
and Instantly both parties, though seem- 
ingly at work to tear each other to pieces, 
quit their hold, and fasten upon the com* 
mon enemy. 

The defeat of the Ministers In the case 
of the Income Tax was hailed by the 
Whigs as a symptom of a change of rniiiis* 
try ; but, they soon found th^miehes de* 
ceived ; they soon found, that it "was not 
for them that the people made a fetir, and 
that a majority appeared on their side. 
The truth is, that this tax was rejected by 
a majority of the ♦♦•♦♦♦ themselves, 
some of whom w^nt against the Ministry 
upon this partfcolar occasion, because the 
tax was so much taken from them. But, 
they go no farther, if you please, Messrs. 
Whigs! They want the army and the 
other good things as much as the Ministry 
want them. 

From what has been said in this and 
fomer Numbers, you will clearly see^ that 
no material improvement can take pla6e 
in our afiairs, without a Reform in the 
Representaiioh. Formerly, the people 
used to expect good, from time to time, 
from a change ofpiinistry. They used to 
look forward to such changes with great 
expectations. But, since the days, in 
which the Cannings and Huskissons and 
Roses have flourished, that sort of expec- 
tation lias been wholly done away ; atid 
now there is no man, who, at any time, 
wishes for a change of Ministry, unless he 
expects to get something b^ it. At the 
last contested election for Hampshire, 
when asked for my vote, my answer was, 
that I should certainly not giro mysdf 
the trouble to go to Winchester foi* any 
such silly purpose, it being a matter of 
perfect indifference to me, whether my 
cherriet were eaten by the Jays or by the 
Magpies ; and, when I said this, i ex- 
preseed the sentiment of ercry independent 
man of senae in the county. 

Therefore there are many thousands of 
persons,' who are anxlons io obtain a 
Keforra in the Representation. This is, 
indeed, a party opposed to the Ministry, 
bu4 not len opposed to the Opposition. 
\i to gremt prindpK^s ' of pdKtics ^-e are 
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dWided into these two parties : one for m 
Relbrm, the other against it The Re> 
formers bave beeo called Jacobins, LereU 
lers, Republicans, French-faction, I>b- 
iDocrats, and Traitors*. Yet, we have 
never even talked of any thing bnt ob- 
taining the power of electing, 6y ike 
fteopicy those who call ihemselvcM the 
represemiativet of ike people, fio re- 
former has ever proposed to tooch the 
powers and prerc^atives of the Ring; no 
one has ever proposed to diminish the 
privileges of the Peers ; no one has ever 
proposed to meddle with the affairs of 
the Church. We desire to make no 
change in the form of the government or 
in the fundamental laws of the land. 
We say, that every man of us, who is 
really free from any sort of bondage, and 
who is unstained with any infamous 
crime, has a right lo vote in the choosing 
of those, whose will b to decide the fate 
of his property and his life ; and we say, 
that every man deprived of this right, 
call him what you will, is, in Csct, a gUtve. 

We say, that, for the want of such a 
system, we see peijury, bribery, and cor- 
ruption ranging at large throughout the 
coontryj and, we say that a restoration 
tv such a system of representation is a 
right, which besides the claims of justice, 
the. ancient laws of our country give us« 
We contend, that these laws provide for 
annual parliaments ; and, if we are told 
(as we fometirocs are) to observe, that 
even ^ou elect your House of Represen- 
ti^tives for tzto years, we reply, that you 
also elect your Chief JVIagistrate and your 
Senate,, and that you have no established 
Church. All these are stationary, and 
the two former hereditary with us, while 
oar Church is of itself a great power, 
alw^s on the side of the Aristocracy and 
the Crown. We contend, therefore, that 
a House of Commons^ chosen annually^ 
is necessary to the maintenance of our 
rights and liberties. 

You will ask, perhaps, what can be 
said against a proposition so reasonable, 
so fair, so unquestionably just ; and, es- 
pecially after the repeated (declarations 
of Old Lord Chatham, f oxj,. Lord Grey, 
Pitt, .&c. Fitt having solemnly declared, 
that, until the Hoqse of Commons was 
reformed, ^\it was impossible for an 
^* kotwsi man to be a minister In £ng. 
•^ land." The truth is, that no argument 
is evec made use of agalnsC the propo- 



Mere abm»e is freqaesiUy rr loitul 
to ; bat, there are so maay pevsoas, who 
have aa interest la the coatiaaatiow of the 
present system ; and all the corporate, 
collegiate, ecclesiastical, ciril, Bilitary, 
and other legal authorities and chan- 
nels are so completely connected in feel- 
ing with the system, that there are no 
great rallying points ; there b nobody to 
give the application for reform such a 
coBsisteocy as to make it of weight, and 
to press it forward with eaetgy. Sir 
FaAMcis BoAOETT, Mr. Maooocju, and 
one or two others,^ have invariably and 
most nobly stood forward in this cause. 
The former, at the ezpence of, probably, 
a hundred thousand pounds, added to an 
imprisoameot in .the Towec, whither he 
was sent by the majocity.of 4hat very 
Perceval, whom Mr. Maddocks a c cosed 
before the same House, only a few 
months before *, has never ceased to call 
for a reform as the only means of public 
good. He has, in various ways, made 
great efforts in the cause, and^ by hiT 
eloquence, joined to the universai ac« 
knowledgement of his integrity an^ disin- 
terestedness, backed by that weigjit which 
ancient family and large estattjS seldom- 
fail to carry with them, he has. certainly 
produced a very great and lasting effect 
in favour of that change, to produce 
which has really been the labour of his 
life. Out of the House, Major Cart- 
wright has spent more than 40 years in 
this same cause ; and, at the sge of 76, 
he still pursues his object with all the 
z«*al of youth and the talent of the prima 
of life. 

But, great as are the character and 
talents and zealof these Gentlemen, they 
are but two, • at last, in a country whith 
has more than a thousand families with 
hereditary titles, and whose government 
has 60 millions a year passing through its 
hands. In such a state of things how are 
the people to make a way for their claim I 
Would they meet in a County ? Who 
are the authorities there ^ The Lordt 
Lieutenant, the Sheriff', the Justices of 
the Peace, the Clergy, and all these, ex- 
cept a part of the latter, are directly %p. 
pointed by the Ministry ; that is to say^ 
by those at whose nod th^ ministers them- 

•" S«e Ke. 5 eC Hie preiieot Veliitne tot a Mi 
.secoant of the ncmorftble proceetliugi of Uth 
and l«tb of May, 1809^ 
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selves hold their places and emolumerifs 
and patronage. Would the people meet 
in a town, or city ? Therfe is (he Corpo^ 
radon'. Woold they meet in a Borough ? 
Oh, no I Thus, then, while there is the 
great and terrible weight of the 60 mil- 
lion, gorernment and that of the tenancy 
under the aristocracy, at^ainst the rallyinu 
of the people, every creature in autho- 
rity, and every mode of assembling for 
ordinary purposes, presents an additional 
impediment to the cause of reform. 

There has been formed a society, called 
iheUartijufen Ciub, the object of which 
is said to l)e to f\irther th« cause of re- 
form. To this Club Sir Francis Bur- 
DETT and the venerable and virtuous Cart- 
w right belong. But, if we i|re to judge 
6t a plan by its effects, this Club has, as 
yet, carried no very high title to public 
praise. Ten thousand pounds expended 
by this Club in the distribution of publi- 
cations, and a meeting in every county in 
the kingdom, which the members of this 
Ohib might easily effect, would make 
Corruption extremely uneasy. But no- 
thing good wHl ever be done by meeting 
atfd talking about what the'y are fd talk 
about when they meet next time. To say 
the truth, I, for my part, expect nothing 
from this Club; ai^d I am' of opinion, 
that, whenerer reform coities, and come 
it must, it will come through the Bank of 
England. If that famous Old \jstdy had 
but gone on as she was going three or four 
months ago. If she had broQght' wheat 
down to '4^. iL bushel^ and kept' it there 
fdr 18 months or two years, I would 
have insured the Hampden Club a parlia- 
mentary reform without the smallest de- 
grW of assistancJ9 from them. But, her 
LadyHkip has relaxed ; she is again to be' 
ptbitected for two years; she will again 
send forth her paper ; and, already, upon 
the bare prospect, wheat has risen from 
ds. to tO^. a bushel ; and, in all proba- 
bility, we shall see it at I5s. a bushel in 
less than three months ! 

Thus, you see, that it is still the old 
^estion :' shall the people choose those 
who tax fheni^ or shall they not ? People 
may t^lk as long as they please about the 
means of making this country prosperous 
and eonfenred ; but, it never will be, and 
never can b«', either the one or the other, 
till this question is settled upoa juAt 
grounds, if, indeed, the proposition was 



to make a change in the kind of govern* 
ment ; if, looking across the Atlantic, we 
were to propose j^otir way of making the 
country prosperous and happy, it might, 
atid not without good reason, be said, 
that we were schemers^ arid that we were 
attempting to apply here what was Only 
applicable in a wholly different state of 
society. Buf, yne 9iTti tor nothing neto ; 
we Want to destroy no lawful thing; we 
want to do no more than remove notorious 
abuses^ notorious violations of the laws 
of our country ; we only want to rcseoo 
ourselves from a state, in which w« have 
nothing to say in the disposal of our |)ro- 
perty and our persons. Ant^, will any 
Cossack assert that wa are Jacobins be- 
cause wq entertain this wish ? Wi4I any 
Cossack assert, that we are traitors^ be- 
cause we wish to put an etid to the most 
scandalous scenes of bribery, corruption, 
venality and perjury that ever disfigured 
^nd disgraced a people ? Faith ! a Cos- 
sack may be ready to say this ; for, our 
Saints are ready to say it, and to swear 
it too, if you will hold tbem the boo|:. 

Such being the real state of parties in 
Rngland, you will be able to judge (if you 
pay attention to this statement) of the 
prospect which we have before us. But, 
above all things, you will take care nevef 
to look upon an English Lawyer as a pa- 
triot. We have n«ver yet had one single 
lawyer, who has not, sooner or latr^r, be- 
come a decided supporter of the Syst^, 
and, we have seldom had one, who, after 
riding into power on (he shouldei^ of the 
populace, has not become a most bitter 
persecutor of freedom. With you the 
matter is essentially diflF^reht; -Your poor 
government has no Silk Gowns and Com^ 
mixsionershijfs and ftit Offices in Colonies 
and a thousand other things which ourrn^ 
government has. For a man to thHve as 
a lawyer in your country, he must not 
only understand the law, bat be able wall 
to urge his client^s rights. Your lawyers 
must, at any rate, have clients; whereas 
the far greater part of ours have non^^- 
and never had, never will have, and never 
wish to have any, and are frequently* 
much more successful than those h ho have 
dient*. A very considerable pa^r (Hlie 
greater half) of our barristers are lookitig 
for office, or enjoying office, under the 
government. In short, there are even 
now 60 or 70 millions k year raised in 
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taxes, and it is very hard if Che lawyers 
4b not get their fall share. 

For some time past oiir principal minis, 
ters hate chiefly been lawyers : Pitt, Dun- 
das, Addington, Perceval, Vansittart ♦, 
and many more ; and as to the Chief 
Clerks and Secretaries, the bar^ the-jjro. 
llfic ^r, supplies them in shoals. Be. 
tween the bar and an office there frequent- 
ly intervenes a period of authorship of 
some sort. The wig and gown accom- 
modate themselves wonderfully to the 
duties of Critic, Editor, Paragraph-grinder, 
Pam()blete6r, «♦•*♦•♦* and •*•♦. 
Thus a regular supply is kept np by a kind 
of system resembling that of succession, 
crops In well-managed gardens. The 
Seedling lawyer remains in the beds of the 
Inns of Court till he acquires a sufficient 
stock of brass and loquacity. Remored 
to the more active soem's of the press, he 
generally obtains by the bustle, puffing 
and noise that he makes, some share of 
notoriety; and, if he discoverslittle talent, 
he seldom fails to discover less principle, 
which to the b«st of all possible recom- 
mendations. His next step is an office, 
and if he can raise the money, * • * • * 

• •«««♦«*•*•• If l^e once gets 
in here, he soon takes root in the * « * * 

* * * ♦ and happy is the man Ivho lives to 
see hun eradicated. We are often told, 
that lawyers are tike other men. They 
would be like otbe^ mtnu They are like 
other men naturally, as swords are mu 
turalltf like other pieces of steel, or, as 
cocks With steel spurs on arc naiuraUj/ 
like other cocks. But, if the mode and 
principles and views of their edacation be 
different Trom those of ether men, they 

* will be and must be unlike other men. 
I do not here, however, speak of ail 
our lawyers. There are some very leam- 
edy lUid most diligent and upright men ; 
men who only look fo their profession, 
fairly practised, for their elevation in life. 
But, as to the great mass, they are what I 
have jubt described them ; and, certainly, a 
greater cursr has seldom afflicted a country. 
Before those who have power, they fawn 
like Spaniels* or clroach like Setters; 
when tb^y have power at their back, they 
are bold and remorseless as Bui I -Dogs ; 
while, upon all occasions, they are crafty 
as Foxes. Where education for the bar is, 
generally speakings education' for office 
onder tftie goTemmeot, what cbaoce can 



any man stand In a contest against that 
government? This Is amongst the evils 
of the system, under which we live, and it 
is by no means one of the least. However, 
this is an evil, to which you will never be 
exposed, so long as your government con- 
tipnes what it now is. 

Wm. CoaBETT. 



THE AMERICAN PACKET. 
No. I. 

B^iUf, 6ih dpril, 1816. 
Dear John Bull, 

I some time ago observed, that it was 
my intention to make, as far as Iwasabld, 
the two nations, the English and the Aror^ 
ricans, well acquminted with each otheih^ it 
being my opinion, that nothing was so 
likely to be really useful to both. In 
order to be able to do thia, 1 have taken 
measures for obtaining early and correet 
information from America ; my plan of 
correspondence has been settled with great 
care,and it is now just beginning to operate. 

You have, my deat John, been sadly 
cajoled for a great many years; you havs* 
been made to believe, that It Was neces^. 
sary for you to spend ^5 thousand milliansy 
in order to save your property, and to 
prevent your religion from beuig takmi 
out qfyour very hearts In fact, you i^w 
see yourself after all your toil arid sacri* 
fices, reduced to ruin by a war, the effept, 
and the only striking effect, of which baa. 
been to restore the Bourbons, whom yo^ 
always called despots ; to restore the Pope^ 
whom you always called the scarlet whore 
of Babylon; to restore the Inquisition, 
the lery name of which ast^d to makfe 
your blood run cold; and to enable the 
Bourbons to put to death, to imprison, 
or to banish, the brare Frenchmen, Who* 
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luid fought or written or spoke, in the 
amse of'that liberty, the very sound of 
which was formerly so delightful to an 
English ear. 

Therefore, John, this is the season io 
call upon you to reflect, and to endeavour 
to turn your eyes towards a country in- 
habited by men, who are really frec> who 
proceed, generally speaking, from the 
same stock with yourself, who speak the 
same language, who have the same com^ 
man law, who, like you, poke their bow- 
sprits Into every port in the world, wJio 
stir about like you in all sorts of affairs, 
who, like you, have a score or two of re- 
ligions, who are pretly nearly as proud as 
yourself (and, at present, with much bet- 
ter reason) who talk like you, write likB 
you, and fight like you ; and, who, in 
•hort, resemble you in almost every thing, 
eicept that, they are not, like you, to be 
gulied out of their money, and to be in- 
daced to forge chains wherewith to enable 

Pray, my dear John, do not suffer the 
corrupt knaves of the press to make you 
believe any longer, that It is France and 
the Continent of Europe, to which your 
eyti ought to be directed. You have no 
basinesi in France or in Grermany. Yon 
•An learn nothing there Come with me, 
John, and take a look at America. In 
one sense I am glad, that the people there 
are at three thousand miles distance from 
you ; but, in another, I wish they were 
near enough for you to see them and hear 
them talk. To bring you as close to them 
as possible shall be my object; and, if 
yott will but read me with attention, I 
nllI teach you more useful knowledge than 
you have ever yet possessed. It is the 
business of our writing knaves to keep you 
in the dark with regard to this great and 
prosperotts country. It shall be my busi- 
ness to Open your eyes. 

Now, let me, before I proceed a step 



that envtfj to which yon are so liable. IX> 
not suppose, that, because I am about to 
hold out the example of America to Eng- 
land, that I prefer another country to my 
own. If a man bid his son look at the 
good behaviour of some other young man, 
do we hence conclude, that he does not 
love that son so well as he ought ? This 
would be a very perverse mode of reason- 
ing indeed ; but, not more perverse than 
it would be to suppose, that I prefer Ame- 
rica to England, because I wish the latter 
to profitfroro the bright example of the for- 
mer. I see my country in misery ; in a 
state of shocking degradation, and hasten- 
ing fast to decay. I hear this now ac- 
knowledged by the law-makers themselves. 
I with to see it in a diffierent state. I am 
uneasy at seeing myself surrounded by 
ruined neighbours and increasing paupers. 
And, am I acting a part unworthy a true 
Englbhnan in endeavouring to »liew my 
countrymen^ in the example of America, 
what are some, at any rate, of the means 
of rescuing themseitet from present miseryi 
and of goarding tkemeelvea against its re» 
timi at any future period ? 

And, why should we Englisfimen enryi 
the Americans ? They are no rivals of 
ours. It is impossible for them to pros- 
per without our sharing in the prosperity, 
if we act wisely and justly towards them. 
In no possible cfr cum stances can they do 
us any real injury. It is possible, that tit 
timej they may spcead their power over 
coloniei that we now claim ; but, with re- 
flecting men, the holding of those coloaics 
is, at least, zdoubtful gooditi us, while the 
sciaing of them would give no real advan- 
tage to the Americans. With this little, 
strong, compact country of ours, situated 
as It Is, and inhabited by so laborious and 
brave a people, what have we to fear ? 
Why should we fret and teaz^ ourselves 
with the antielpation of dangers, at wliich, 
if we would open our eyes, natare herself 



iiirther, cautidn you against giving way to would bid as laugh ? Shan neitJkcr we nar 
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iDur children «? cr know fire years of real 
peace ? Most we always be kept on the 
look-oat for somebody to fight witJi ? 
But^ above all things, is it not horrible to 
thiok of, that two nations of comnon ori- 
gin, and whose harmonioos interconrbe is 
calculated to preserve the peace of the 
whole wiirki, and to extend light, liberty, 
add ha{;puiessto <*very corner of the earth; 
is it not horrible to reflect, that two such 
nations should, to gratify the malice and 
ararice of artful knaves, be made to be- 
lie?e, that the destruction of the one is ne- 
cessary to the safety of the other ? Pray, 
John, believe no such thing. Hear with 
patience what I teH you about America ; 
aod, you will not find me a flatterer of her 
any more than of yon. I shall convey to 
you the inlelligi^nee i receive, and, I shall 
not fail to point out what 1 deem to be 
her follies, errors, or faults. 

The ignorance that prevails in England, 
with r^ard to the Republic of America, 
is quite surprising. A tradesman asked 
me the other day, whether the Americans 
Had not a king. A young man, also a 
tradesman and a very respectable one,askcd 
me, last summer, whether there were yet 
any Inns or SAopf in America ; and, as he 
intended to go to Philadelphia soon, he 
asked me whether he could, upon his land- 
j°fi»9 B^^ * lodging readily and buy Tictuals. 
This is very strange, but it is strictly true. 
This youli^ man cane from Winchester, 
and when I told him, that there were 
twenty timeft .as many people in Philadel- 
phia as in Winchester, and that the worst 
street in the former was finer than the 
main street of the latter, he stared at me 
'vtith astonishment. 

To become a mere geogrttph9r of the 
United Stiites is what I catonot consent to ; 
bat, some' account of the government and 
poliiictd iiffkirs of that country seems ne- 
cessary here, in order that the transac- 
tions, ot which I shall hareto speak, may 
be uiideritnod by my English readers in 

1 



general^ very few of whom, Ibongh ex- 
ceedingly well informed in most «tker ra* 
spects, appear not to know any thing on 
thb subject* 

The Government of the United States 
consists of a PretifUmt, elected for four 
years ; a Senate also elected for four years, 
pacts of it going out in rotation ; and a 
House of Representatives elected for two 
years. The r^ulations for the coodoct- 
iiig of the business of making laws are 
nearly like those of oar parliament ; Rod, 
the President, like our king, is the Execn- 
tive Officer. The three together are called 
the Congress. 1 here is a monstrous differ- 
ence in the detail of the powers there and 
here. But this is enough, for the pr^ent, 
inthewayofdescriptionsofar. Theuhoie 
are elected hy the people at large, with some 
little difierence in the qualifications of the 
electors, in different States, and with some 
regulations as to intermediate elections, 
or choosing by del^ates. * But, substan.* 
dally, the wholjs of the Congress ia chosen, 
by the people, every man paying taxetf 
having a vote. 

Besides this, which is called the Gener^fl 
Government^ there is a government in each 
of the .V/o/^f, which government has at 
its head a Chief Magistrate, called a 
Goifernor^ and it has also a LegisUture 
of its own. These State Govemmentsir 
pass laws and make regulations for the 
several States ; bnt, as to all matters of 
commerce or external revenue, and as (o 
all/or«j^ matters, they hate no power ; 
consequently they have nothing ^ do in 
deciding upon questions o(- peace or cror, 
which belong solely to the general govern- 
ment. There are some differences in tju 
qualifications of the electors in different 
States; but, generally and substantially 
speaking, there is no power of making 
laxes or raUing money, which is not de/ivfd 
directly from the voice of the people, and 
which does, m>t revert to them again Ml 
the end of a very short perii^iH, 
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. . As to religion^ there is no established 
Qusrch in America* There are all sorts 
of religions there, just as there are here. 
Church people, Presbyterians, Quakers, 
Methodists, Ronan Catholics, and every 
other sort, . The people ure full as reli> 
gions as they are Iq England. They are 
>nst as ready to .start new sects and new 
notions about religion ; and, in this par- 
ticular, the Conotry is, in fact, still an 
EogUsh Colony. T4iere can no new 
thing about religion spring up in England, 
bata^av. it goes to be greedily adopted 
ijQ the Ufiiled States. Sunday-Schools, 
Bible Sodetioi, Lancaster Schools, Reli- 
gions Tracts ; any thing; no matter what 
it 109 or from whom it proceeds, or from 
ivhat motive it originates here. It is sure 
t4> be received in that country, abd to run 
like wild-fire. Then the people there 
^ fottow close upon our heels in all the 
h^mamt^ schemes. There are all sorts of 
S^d^iieff fiQr charitable purpo.4e8. Lying- 
ift-Lwomen Societies, aod^ I am afraid, 
there is eveo a Magd«den»%oc\€iy or 
something very much like it. Not having 
any, or scarcely any, re4d mis^y or pau • 
p^ism in tho Country, the pt^ople there 
(irho mutt have every thing in the hu- 
manity way that w6 hare) teem to have 
formed a jresolution io create for them- 
selves, ander one appellation or another, 
a becoming retinue of paapers. And, 
the best part of the thing, as a joke, is, 
that the pcnons, .in America, who take 
the lead in all these matters, are, most 
probably persons of re(^ humanity, and 
afe moved by a sincere desire to do good 
to. their fellow creatures; while, in 
Sqgland, they consist chiefly of some of 
the most profligate persons of the age. 1 
h(|re looked over the lists of the ^« Bible 
SpeUiy " and of the *« Sodety for the 
Stsppreisiou of Vioe^^ and have marked 
With piy pen the names oifunety-ftoe men, 
who are notor ioaa for bribery and co r- 
ruptiooy or for some other most daring 



offence against good morals. But, it is so 
well known a fact, that tliese Societies have 
sprung out of hypocrisy and fraud, that 
it would be useless to dwell longer upon 
them. They serve to amuse an ignorant 
and credulous multitude, and that is the 
sole object which their founders and sup* 
porters, in general, have io viiiw. 

With the exception of this instance of 
most scandalous folly, which [ never can 
excuse even on the ground of that feeliug 
of kindness out of which it hau sprung, 
the Americans are truly a wise pt'ople; 
they are all, or nearly all, if nativi^s of 
that country, able to read and write; 
they are, in general, well informed as to 
the main principles and even the details of 
law and justice; they understand well 
their ci'vil and political rights and duties, 
and while they watch over and defend tbe 
former with the greatest vigilance and 
resolution, they most cheerfully perform 
the latter. In no conn try upon earth are 
there so few instances of breaches of the 
peace. It is a country where no one is a 
respecter of persons^ and where every 
one is a respecter of the law* 

But it is to the political parties in 
America, that 1 wish to call your parti- 
cular attention ; for, without knowing 
something of the origin and progress^of 
these, you will not be able to comprehend 
clearly a great deal of the informatioD^ 
which it will be my object to convey to 
you. You see, in our newt-papers, the 
words Federalist and Republican and 
Democr€U; but, it is impossible for yos, 
without explanation, to know what they 
mean; and yet, it is of very great im- 
portance, that you should know this^ 
for, as you will see, in the sequel, the 
real cauae of the late war between this 
couutry and America waa not whoUy 
unconnected with this history of political 
parties. 

When the first ' American War waa 
brought to a close, and America had 
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gaSiied the recognition of her Indepcn. 
denc^, it became . ueqess^y . to form a 
General Government, capable of pre- 
servlnji that Independence by binding all 
the separate States together, and capable 
of managing the atFairs of the whole as 
far as related tu foreign natjous. A. Con- 
vent ion met for this purpose. Different 
men had different notions of the sort of 
government that ought to be formed; but, 
the assembly, consisting, i erhaps, of as 
many wise men as ever were assembled 
upon any occassion in the world, may be 
considered ^ being divided into two par- 
ties. One for giving verjf link power to the 
General Government; and the other for 
giving it 3, great deal. One for making 
it as democratical as possible ; and the 
other for approaching pretty nearly to 
kingship and aristocracy. As there was 
nobody to use bribery and corruption, 
aad as every man really wished to do 
w^a^ was best for the country, a spirit of 
moderation at last prevailed, and the go- 
vernment, such as it now is, was agreed 
on, and went into execution, General 
Washington being, soon afterwards, cho- 
sen as the first President* 

Just aller this General Crovemment 
went into operation, the Revolution in 
France broke out. The two parties in 
Ameri a took their sides, for and against^ 
with wonderful aptness and regularity. 
Tbe Aristocrats against, and the Demo- 
crats for, and, perhaps, these wordy 
contests in America exceeded in violence 
those in England. By and by England 
was at war with the Republicans of 
France. The parties then took one the 
side of England and the other the side of 
France. And, from that moment to tbe 
, close of the war, ai^d even to this mo- 
ment, the Aristocrats (what there is left 
of them) have been upholding the cause 
•of England, or, rather, of the English 
Government. 

The Aristocrats took the name of Fe^ 



deraHsts^ from being, as they said, friends 
of the Federal, or General Government. 
The other p^rty have called themhekes 
' Republicans ; and these appear tiow to be 
the settled appellations. The horrid acts, 
committed in France, during the ^rgt 
years of the revolution, alienated many 
good people from the cause of the revolu« 
tion itself, and, for some years, gave a 
Federalist in Ameiiicaf a dvc^ed a^cendU 
ancy over the Republicauft. They.had> 
besides, the amazing advantage of having 
the name^ at least, of General Wash- 
iNGTON to aid them. Mr. Adams sue 
ceeded General Washington in 1707; 
war was aetuAlly befon against. FTanea^ 
owing, in a great measure to the folly amli 
insolence of the Directory, but, not a. 
little to the Federalists. However, this 
war was soon put an end to by the return 
of wiser counsels in France ; Mr. Jef- 
FBRsoir was elected' Instead of Mr. Adams 
in 1801 ; the F^ed^alttts, by tbid event/ 
\Tere completely ousted^ and tbey have 
never since been able to regain their lost 
power and influence. Mr. Adams was a 
wise and most excellent man ; a true 
lover of his country and of the cause of 
freedom in every country. Btft, he was 
beset with a host of very able tntriguing 
men, who had views wholly difl^rent Crom. 
his. He was afraid of the destruction of 
liberty from the spirit of innovation; 
they were in hopes of rearing an aristo- 
cracy under the pretence of such a fear* 
He has given the best proof of his since- 
rity by cordially supporting the measures 
of his succesa/ul rival ; they hare given 
the best proof of their hypocrisy and - 
their selfish views by opposing those mea- 
sures, be they what they might, even at 
the manifest risk of the independence of 
their conntry. 

The numerous bostile, or demi-liostUe, ' 
acts of our government towards America^ 
und especially the impressment of their 
seamen on the high seas, no man has ever 
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aUempted sevlouslj to ja&lifjr ; nor is 
there any fisgHthiiMUi of aby reputation 
who woold fentureto hazard that reputa- 
tion by putting Ms name to an attempt at 
snch a juttlfication. All that has e?er 
been done, on this side of the water, is 
to lue erasioos and paUiatif es ; to plead 
necessMj ; and ^to ecpress regret at that 
necessity. Bvt, In America, the ¥^^ 
raliatt ymMeS ttie thing, and, when their 
own goTernment threatened to go to war 
to obtain redress, or rather to defend its 
•samen, ^m FederaaietsActaailj gate the 
cue to o^ newv^paper writers and others 
tb accuse timt goTernment of msfumg to 
did Napoleon J the effect produced by 
which is notorious. It was ihis charge 
against tiie American Gofemmeot, which 
made the war popular in England. It 
was iniplicttiy beilered, that, theAnMn-i. 
dan goremment had taken adTantageof 
our danger to Join Napoleon in the war 
against us. The real cause of the war 
was kept out of sight* The people nerer 
heard it ; anil, after a while, would not 
hear it. Onr news-papers rery artftflly 
and wickedly copied the charge against 
the American gorernment, and sent it 
forth, day after day, in the form of 
** Extracts from American Papers ;^^ 
and^ when the falshood had once sunk 
into the public mind, it was Impossible to 
re«io«e it. Thus, we owe to these gen- 
tHBoren fiily millions, at least, of our Debt. 
I wish we ot(fed it them in the literal sense 
of the word ! 

But, if their conduct was thus wick^ 
befbre the war, what shall we say tb thdr 
conduct during the trar ? AT! the means 
thfy made use of kr embarrass the Gene- 



ral Ooternment, to assist the enemy, tsr 
pre? ent the people from making ezertHpift 
in defence of the country ; to record 
these would require yolumes. But, the 
Hertford Convention must not pass with, 
out particttlar notice. Its object nnqnes- 
tionably was to effeot a iKi^laion of Ibe 
Union, unless the gofernment gate way- 
to the Federalists. To pretend that it 
could have any other object wonld be 
downright hypocrisy. The goTornment, 
kept steadily on its march. It relied 
upon the good sense and public spMt and 
valour of the people. It had neither 
guards nor spies nor suspended laws to 
protect it. The country was invaded at 
many points ; large tracts of terrtory bad 
been taken possession of in the,«aaM^oC 
our king ; mighty fleets loaded with ti^so|ia 
hoyered on the coast ; England, with her 
renowned army and all hor ti^meadouf 
power, had ho other enemy; and the 
finances of America were in a state of the 
utmost derangement ; And, this was the 
nloment, when a Convention of Ddegatet 
from the four Eastern States met at Hert- 
ford to overawe the President and the two 
Houses of Congress. We all lemember ^le 
hopesy which the meeting of these men »• 
cited. It was, at oae time, poaithrely as- 
serted, that they had resolved ea atlMttioa 
of the Union ; and, I never shall be made 
to believe, that some assurances of that sort 
had not been given in this quarter of the 
world. But, at any rate, what mischief 
were these men dohig^ their country, if 
their conduct only gave Hse to avfh an 
ot^inFott here! Are such de^sasthisto 
be ascribed *tef, and exctlsrd upon the 
ground of, mere parf^ spirit? I know of 
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BothiQg that can be urged even In pallU 
Alloa of sock a deed, 

UoweTer, this diabolical project faUed, 
and fre^ government was not doomed to 
be swept from the face of the earth. The 
American arms taught us that nothing but 
disgmce was to be gained in the contest; 
oar government hastened to make peace^ 
be the motive what it might; and the 
Del^ates from Hertford arrived at the 
Gkf of Washington with the result of 
iMr deliberations, just about the time 
that the news of peace arrived from Ghent 
and that of vidorjf from New Orleans ! 

It wonld be wonderful indeed, if any 
political party could, in any country, 
live long under disgrace like this, and, 
accordingly, the Federalists appear, from 
the last intelligence that I have received, 
to be fidlen into great contempt. It will 
be TOry long before an aristocratical fac- 
tion will again rear iU head in America. 
But, it ought to be observed here, that it 
was not the whole bodtf of Frederalists, 
who went to these monstrous lengths. 
Perhaps not a twentieth part of them. 
The great mass of men, who passed under 
that appellation, were always, a» far as 
my observation went, very sincere friends 
of freedom, but thought that some little 
dislindtion of rank might be necessary in a 
great and rich community .This was a point, 
upon which men might honestly differ. 
Nay, men may be excused for doing ferj 
Tiolent things against political rivals. But, 
when the enemy hintbe ctmnir^ ; when 
tiie (ioestion dearly is unanipUt^y oril<i- 
verjf; then to attempt to divide is nothing 
ahort of treason, and real treason toO) 
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against one's na^ve land. 

I should have observed as I went along. 



that, as there is an old saying, that no 
very great mischief ever was done with*^ 
out a priest having had a hand in it, so it 
really happened here ; for, the priests, or 
presbyterians, or whatever else they may 
be called in New England, appear to have 
had mudi to do in all these aristocratical 
proceedings. New £ngland consists of 
the four States of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire, ao4 Connectioat* 
There is no reason for this appellation of 
New England now, seeing that it is na-r 
known in the lai^aage of the laws. This 
part of the Union was mora particolai^x 
peopled from England than any oth^ 
part. Not having any extent of back 
country, (hey have received less mivtMre 
from emigration. There is a wonderful 
power in traditionary, habits and in mere 
names. The. New Englanders celebrato 
the anniversary .of the landing of their 
forefathers at a place called Portsmouth.. 
It must be a great minded man indeed^ 
who can wholly get out of him what he 
has sucked in with his mother's milk. 
These things have weight with men with* 
out their knowing it themselves. Be this 
as it may, it is very certain, that the people 
of this part of the Union always talk of 
New E/i^/nnc/even to apparent affectation. 
Far be it from me to find fault wi(h this. 
I should be the most unhappy wretch that 
ever lived, if I thought, that a great grand- 
child of mine, would hate England ; but, 
gentlemen Federalists and Priests of New. 
England, though we shall be happy to hear 
that you love the country of your forefa- 
thers, we must beg you to believe, that we 
feel very little flattered by your ppocea- 
sionand thanksgivings for the entrance 
of the Cossacks into Paris and for the re- 
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siorationof the Bourbons, wtom our com- 
mon ancestors held in abhorrence as des- 
pots ; and that we by no means rejoice at 
any event, in any part of the world, that 
tends to deprive us of the hope of seeing 
all nations as free as you are. We hum- 
bly presume to believe, with all due defer, 
ence to your Reverences and Worships, 
that we know the true interests of Old 
England as well, pretty nearly, as you do, 
and that w^ have as sincere a regard for 
her happiness and her honour ; aud we 
▼en tu re to assure you, that we Are fully 
persuaded, that if you had succeeded in 
over-setting the government of your coun- 
try, it would have been the most fatal 
Mow that Old England ever received. 

I have said, that there is no established 
church in the United States ; but, in the 
States called New England, there is a 
law, I believe, still existing, which com- 
pels people to pay towards the support of 
iome sort of priest or other; and, as all 
the priests, or the greater part of them, 
are of one sort, this is a species of hier- 
archy. AU hiernrchies took the alarm at 
the proceedings of the French revolution, 
ists. To tell men, that they might live 
and die without priests of any kind was 
not to be forgiven; and, accordingly, 
the Priesthood of New England seem to 
have imbibed a most implacable enmity 
U> the French republicans, though the 
ancestors of the New Englanders were 
republicans themselves. The moment the 
French Revolutionists declared against 



religion J they were called atheists. Athe- 
ist is an ugly name. It is like ^^ mad'- 
dog.'^ And^ as the atheists were also 
* republicans^ atheism and xepublicanism 
were very Soon used by the enemies of the 
j revolution as synonymous terms ; and, as 
the English government was at war against 
the French, it was called, especially by 
the Aristocrats of New England, «' the 
Bulwark of religion,** 

Thus have I given you, John Bull, a 
sketch of the political character of the 
United States of America. I shall, in 
future Numbers, have to shew you in 
what manner this truly republican gorem- 
ment acts ; ' how it is carried on ; how it 
manages the affairs of the people who have 
chosen it; whatits expencesare; what is 
the situation of the people under it. 1 
intend^ In short, to enable you to com- 
pare tiie acif and effecU of a government, 
chosen by the people, with the acts and 
effects of your own government I shall 
jalso, from time to time, inform yon of 
the state of parties and of public opiniont 
in the United States ; this being a matter 
of much greater importance to yon than 
can possibly be any thing that takes place 
in France, or on any part of the Conti- 
nent of Europe. Having thus opened 
the series, I conclude this first Number 
in the hope that I have awakened yoiw 
attention to what the future Numbers are 
intended to contain. 

Wm. Cobbett. 
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To CoKKEtrOlfDENTS. 

Tli# f entkradn, who hav^ writteo to me 
'M the MlQect of tfikii^ out meooscript to 
AjneriMf tbaU reeeWe a noti^catioo in 
•eat Week's Register, (^ no/ sooner wrM* 
ten io b^paU. it i| impoasible for me to 
answer all the letters ia ^tin^-^n an- 
swer to one gentleman, who asks me whe- 
ther U be lawful to take Qut printing typei^ 
I hare to ob^rre that types may be ex- 
ported to America like any other mer« 
obandize. The duty in America is, I be- 
lieve^ aJt>out .30 per centum on the taloe* 
There ere rery good type foupderies in the 
UnUed States ; but, if a printer has an.of- 
4ce completely furnished!, it may be worth 
\is w^ie to lake it ont with him. — tn 
answer io the question of a eorrespondeotj 
who h a ffh^ony whether there be aay 
4hnger in his. going out of thf eonntry, or, 
whether tmif one can stop himy I hare to 
obierre, that it is impossible for me to 
say what may be done io any one; but, 
thi^t^ ^(co/diaf to the law^ as it now 
standsf such a person may go out of the 
country «iffit and k^p^ he pleases, without 
being liable to any gaestiooe from any 
body. — In order io save trouble, I may 
as well state here uhat the law i$ upon the 
Siobject of etntgfation. If any person con* 
tract with any Ariifieera in tvoo/, iron^ 
sieelj brasij or other metaly clock^maken^ 
waich'^ifkerawkA^oiker art^kers or manu- 
Jjadurer$y to go ont of the kiug's domin* 
ions, or entice them to gOj such person is 
liable to a ine of 100 pounds apd to three 
month's imprisonment — The punishment 
baa aincebeen raised to 500 pounds and a 
yearns i^iprisonmeBt, and, for the second 
offence, 1000 pounds and two year's im- 
prisottmeotp Besides which there are. 
iMmry penalties on mastei^ of ^ipe assiit- 
iag In such seduction. But, as to the ar- 
tlfioer, or manafacturer» himself* the law 
inflicts no punishment^ other than that 
which may arise from being made an alien, 
Thos : if an artificer, or manufacturer be 
aeeb in any foreign country, in America, 
Cor instance, by an English Ambassador 
or Consul^ and the^ Ambassador .or Gon^ 



snl warn him to return home^ and he do 
not return home in six months from the 
time of being so warned, then the said artU 
fieer, or mannfiiotnfer, it disabled to heiA 
lands in this kingdom by descent or by 
will, he is incapable of taking any legacy 
here, and is deened an alien. So ttuit if 
any artiftcer or manufacturer be in hopes 
of hafing a landed estate by inheritance or 
by will, or be in hopes of having a legacy, 
he runs a risk of losing them by emigrat* 
ing to America. That is the only punish^ 
ment the law inflicts on him. Indeed, it U 
impossible to iniict any other ; for, un- 
til the man be in the foreign country, he 
cannot hare committed the offence. The 
only persons which the. law punishes are 
the seducers and the masters of ships; and, 
as I hare no relish for fine and imprison* 
ment, I must beg leave to decline any in- 
terview with any artificer or manufactO)- 
rer upon the subject of going io J^mevic^L^ 
and most b^ to be excused from writing 
to any such person on the same subject. 
I will nerer, as I hare said two or three 
times belbre, adoise any one to go to 
America ; but, I will, from time to time, 
give to my readers the best, the most nse-^ 
ful and most correct information 1 can ob- 
tain, relative to 'that country, the prospe- 
rity and happiness of which is without a 
parallel in the history of nations. Bread 
does not drop down from the clouds inio 
peoples' mouths in America. Roasted ptgsi 
with knives and forks stuck in their backs, 
do not run about the streets squeaking, 
'^ come eat me /" But 1 assert, that any 
able and sober and industrous common la*' 
hourer may, by common labour, in the 
cities, earn a hundred pounds sterling in a 
year; and I also assert, that all a,rticles of 
food are at a lower pvice in America than 
ia England. I assert that such a labouring 
man may, if he chooses, have plenty of 
meat, butter, and cheese every working 
day in the week, and a goose, a turkey, 
or a pair of fowls on Sundaj^. I assert^ 
that any such labourer may live thuS) 
and saoe^ besides, thirty poinds sterling a 
year. But, the fact is, that,4o a ^^sy few 
ycao«, ^"taty such labourer ceases to be a 
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common labourer. A few years puts bim 
in possession oT pfopertyj the jnst reward 
of abiKtj to labour, sobriety, and industry. 
The stupid, the feeble, and the decrepid 
are badly off in America as well as here ; 
ttnd the idle^ the drunken^ and the squan- 
dering, are, and ought t6 be, miserable in 
erery couiitfy; 

Wm. Cobbett. 



TO THE 

People or the United Statei of 

Amehica. 

L£TT£R XI. 

Aiien BOi.—SMe of lrtUmd.—Changt 
of pubiit Ojwtii n relative to ike Dour- 

' bom^-'^r Robert WiUon and his com^ 
panions. 



B«tfoy,4<Ailf«F, 1616. 

The ' Honourable House hate been 
keeping Hoty^daysy and now they haTe 
met again ; but, as yet, I am unable to 
perceiTe, that they hare, whether by their 
prayers or their fastings, been rendered a 
Dit more ♦ * • * nor less ♦ ♦ ♦ * * than 
fhey were before. The pressure npon 
the country has made some persons begin 
to think, that colonies, which are suppor- 
ted by the taxes, are no longer proper to 
be kept. Thus Mr. Curwek, during a 
late debate, proposed to declare Canada 
independent. Certainly this would be a 
wise measure ; but, then, there are, as 
I showed you in my last Number, men in 
this country, who regard Canada as being 
Tery raluable, because it is the sure means 
of putting you to expense, and of opening 
the way to iuTade in caiO of war. Strange, 
that there should be any persons to wish 
to possess Oinada for these purposes ; but, 
that the fact is so, I bare giren you unde^ 
niable proof i and the reasons why such 
persons wish to see vour country inyaded, 
and your liberties destroyed is now mani- 
fest to all the world. 

It will seem wonderful to your Cos- 
tacks, that the <^ fenlwaik*' should still 
feel ahy alarm for Its saf^Vg seeing that it 
has restored tho Pope, tne Jesuits, the 
bourbons, and has destroyed apparently, 
the Tery germ of liberty in Europe. But^ 



as I am now going to show you, it does 
yet feel rather uneasy. Yon know, that, 
during the late wars, there was an act in 
force, called the Jlien Act. This was a 
pretty enough sort of law, which enabled 
the government to send any alien out of 
the country, or, to keep him in prison. 
No such law erer existed in l^ngiand be- 
fore. But, now, a law, under the same 
title, is about to be passed in a time of 
profound peace! Lord Castlereagh hat 
moved, for leave to bring in the bill, 
which leave has been granted, and, there 
is no doubt, the bill will speedily be- 
come a law. The particular regulations 
of it are of no consequence. Sufilce it to 
say, that, in time of peace, the govern- 
ment will, without any form of ordinary 
legal process, be able to seixe any foreigner 
and send him. out of the country ; oTj at 
least, to compel any foreigner to quit the 
country. What must naturally be the 
consequence of a power like this, yoa 
will easily imagine. Castlereagh stated 
no particular reason for the Bill ; but. 
the introduction of it having been opposed 
by Mr. Horker, Mr. BaAoeE (A) de- 
fended the Bill upon these grounds : 
" Mr B. Batucrst justified his Noble 
"Friend in calling it the Peace Alien 
" Bill, on the ground that it had been so 
" denominated after the Treaties of Aroi- 
** ens and of Paris. It was true that the 
" revolutionary principles that blaied out 
** in 1793 had now been nearly extin^ 
" guishcd, but still a remnant of jacobin 
" spirit lurked behind^ and much inflam*- 
" mable matter was to be found that 
" might, without difficulty, be fired by 
^^ the aid of suspicious foreigners. At 
" least, therefore, a possibility of danger 
^* existed, against which prudence re- 
^^ quired that provision should be made. 
" Magna Charta, and the constitutional 
" principles there formed for the protec- 
" tion of alien merchants, had often been 
" referred to; but the power of the King 
^^ to send beyond seas such strangers as 
" should be obnoxious from their design- 
^^ ing practices, was at least as old, if not 
^^ as completely recognised. The question 
'^ now was, whether the dangers of 1814 
" did not at present exist? and if they 
" did, the Alien Bill ought to be passed, 
** to show foreigners thcd they could not 
** with impunity foment discontents among 
*' the people against the established Go^ 
'' vernmctU." 
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Tbos, then, your Cossacks will see, 
that the ^' Bulwark'' yet feeb some unea- 
sines5. It fears something. It fears, that' 
foreigoers may set off the ^Mnflammable 
matter,'* and ^^ foment discontents among 
the people against the Established Govern* 
merU '^ You see how nary the Old 
"Bolwabk" is! Ilow watchful; how 
^^nice tiixd iighC^ it means to keep things! 

And, I beg of you to believe, that this 
Bill, when it shall become a law, is by no 
means to be considered sls a tkad letter; 
that it will be a source of action, and of 
very vigorous action too. For instance, 
if «*•«•«*«»•*•«*». Xhis is 

the way that former acts have been used, 
aii4 this IS the sort of use, to which this 
act will be put. 

"If your government were thus, and for 
o permanency too, armed with an act like 
this, what a sort of state should you think 
yourselves in ? Yet Amerivans will be 
Aliens in England, aud will be subjected 
to the operation of this act. The govern- 
ment here may, whenever it pleases, send 
any American out of the country. If a 
Cossack were to come here, and possess 
ever so much property, and were to be- 
come discontented with the government 
(which all American Cossacks do before 
they have lived many months under the 
''Bulwark"), he might be, at any moment 
forced to depart. The Englishmen, in 
America, complained most bitterly of 
being compelled to retire back into the 
country^ during the late war; though this 
compulsion was confined, or, at least, in- 
tended to be confined, to such only as 
were not become citizens of tlie United 
States, aud as openly professed a wish to 
see the enemy succeed in the war against 
you. What would those persons say, if 
^ou had ao Alien Act in time of peace? 
Y'et, what impudence and insolence, what 
felav^-like effroirtery must they have to 
complain of you, if you were to give 
youf government the same power over 
them that our government has over Ame- 
jicaus in England? 

But you are too wise to, give your 
government any such power over any 
body, and. your governn^ent, strong in 
the affections of the people, from whom It 
CO immediately emanates, stands in need of 
no. such power. It needs neither ^iic/rJj 
nor police. Louis, (B) surrounded by a 
hundred thousand bayonets and, perhaps, 
ten thousand spiesj would gi\c half his 



dominions to feel the security that is felt 
by Mr. Madison, who has no other pro* 
tection thi^n what is afforded by his coat^ 
waistcoat, and shirt Thus it ought to be 
with the Chief Magistrate of every coun* 
try. He ought to have no iecurity but 
what he derives from the love of the 
people and the ordinary force of the iaws« 
The very name of guards and spies indi« 
cate, that there is danger ; and, whence 
can the danger come but from some hos^ 
tile feeling in the people^ and in a con- 
siderable portion of the people too? And^ 
what an acknowledgement is this to mak^ 
to the world ? 

The American government has acquired 
a wonderful stock of reputation since the 
year 1811. Before that time, it was sup- 
posed to be a mere experiment; it was, 
by great nnmbers in Europe, regarded aj 
a sort of Utopian, Scheme, which the first 
war would prove to be unfit for practice, 
and, of course, wholly unworthy of imi- 
tation ; but the late war, which attracted 
the attention of all the civilized world, 
has fixed its character upon a rock. The 
combat was of a nature well calculated to 
interest deeply the feelings of every man 
sincerely attached to the cause of freedom. 
It was the last of republics engaged against 
that power, which, by one means or ano- 
ther, had just finished the destructiob of 
all other republics. It was an infant navy, 
engaged against the great naval power of 
the world, who had, by hook or by crook^ 
just finished the work of destroying ali 
other navies for an age^ 1 1 was a country 
with a real Representative. Government* 
without Nobles, witl|out an Established 
Church, without Borough SeatSy without 
a King, without a Standing .Army, en* 
gaged against England. It was a country, 
whose Chief Magistrate '^as a salary (for 
the time of his actual service) oiixcenty* 
Jive thousand dollars a year, engaged - 
against a country, ..the husband of whose 
presumptive heiress to the throne has a 
salary for life of tv^o hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars a year. It w as a conotry, 
whose Secretary of Stale (there i^ only 
one) lias a salary of thr a*, thousand do U 
tars a year, engaged against a country, 
one of whose Tellers of the Exchi'quer 
has a hundred and Jifly thqus^id dollar i 
a year. , 

On. all these accounts the combat waf 
most interesting, {ind the result most im- 
portant to the world. It has hod a won- 
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det-fbl ^ffi^ct on men's tbhids ; and it is at 
irork to ptiddoce gTfeat consoquences in 
thie contst of a ffe\r years. When ire look 
btck to rtie events of that t^ar, H Is im- 

SDssiblc) not to be fltled ^ith idmiration at 
\xt deeds perfbrtrted by the rtiw troops, 
the tthinfofmed soldier)^. th6 antaught 
commandeirs, thfe sekmen^ the>newly tre- 
Ht^d captains and commoWres, df the 
Republic Onr admtration rises, tf pos- 
sible?, stni higher, at the conduct Of the 
people at htrge, setting' all dan^s at 
xlefiance, hrfttlng the burnings and ptun- 
derings and devastations, tt^hfch not only 
menaced them, but of which many of 
them had tasted. Bnt the conduct of the 
£overfrmcnty its fchictance to yield to 
reelings of fro^lilfty ; its proofs of a sin- 
cere tOfiB of peace ; Its anxiety to suspend 
the eikXision of blood, the moment it was 
begun ; Its inflexible adherence, however, 
to the principle on which it went to war; 
lb i-esolntlcSn not to give up a single point 
after the aivfu] change in the aifatrs of 
Europe which let loose the whole of our 
tremendous pow^r against it; its calm 
ftspect and steady march amidst blockades 
by endless squadrons, tnTasion^ fVom all 
qnatters, disorganized finances, aided by 
an organised faction in a very powerful 
hnd important part of the Union ; its dig- 
nlfi«d hinguage and its nndcTiating obser- 
vance of the principles of public law and 
of hamanlty towards eyery creature that 
fcH SHthin its power, notwithstanding the 
aeends at the River Rejoin, Hampton, 
P*ench-toWn, Stonrngton, Washington, 
AtexandHa, and other places ; and, above 
Mil, Its unbounded confidence in the peo- 
pie, ^Mcb hrduced It to trust for its safety 
to the known, settled, and ordinary laws 
and Wbunals : all these trafls !u its con- 
dtfA, and espedally the latter, have ex- 
etf^d, In the minds of all sound and re- 
flecting men a Aegttt xff admiration and 
gratitude, to Whidl It is tmpossible for 
Words to do justice. Fecflings miist here 
yuppty iltie place of expressions. 
' Tb^ Cossacka and the Benetolents are 
tevy mudi deceived, if they suppose, 
tha:t tsVen the people df England, who, 
ctftaintjr (and I repeat it to their face), 
hiv« been most jealous and nngeneroiis 
towards Aiherica, are quite dead to these 
feelings. They have now had time to 
reflect; afldfhe^ how are able to look 
with ttdte ftdparti^ity across ^he Athmtic. 
The dose df the irar, and, especially, 



the manner of tts doting, astonished 
them. They iire, however, »tHI more 
wonder-strickea, vrhen they hear what n 
sort of government that Is, which carried 
on that successful war. They are sttr- 
prised to find, that ft has neither guards 
nor police; nieither palaces nor armies; 
Aeithet golden coaches nor grooms of ^he 
Be4»chamber nor Maids of Hdnoar ; and 
that the President and his wife are a mere 
gentleman and a gentlewoman of Ame- 
rica. They ask how this can all lie so r 
They know, too, that the Americans are 
the same sort of people that vre are. That 
they are nothing more than English, Irish, 
and Scotchmen, who have crowed tKc 
sea. And, when reflection has gone thus 
far, it naturally goes a little faither, aad 
asks why the English, Irish, and Scotch- 
men, Who remain behind might not be 
able to Kre under a cheap government as 
well as those who are gone to America? 
fVhi/ guards and a policie should be any- 
more necessasy on this side of the sea 
than on the other side ? f^Ajfj in short, 
the King and Queen and thei^ Royal 
Progeny, who are well known to be so 
much beloved by the people, should not, 
especially in these times of distress, be 
advised by theif ministers, to dispense 
with a part, at least, of their great ex- 
penses ; and more particularly with the 
mititari/ part of their retinae? Wh^ a 
goTernment, which is " the envj/ and <nf- 
miration of the world, " Should think It 
necessary to hare a poUee and an alfeh 
act} Mr. Bkaoge seems Co appiehend, 
that suspicious foreigners might, ^ with- 
^* out difliculty fire the inflammable mal- 
^^ ter, tLtid foment discontents amongst the 
^^ people against the established govern- 
** ment.*' What! can foreigners />er«0«dEe 
the people of England to ht dittotHented 
with a government, which, as the news- 
papers every day swear, is **the envy and 
admiration of the uhote world: t^ TTwt 
were a jest indeed ! What a queet idea! 
Here is a government, which all other 
nations envi/ and admire; whidh is the 
finest and most lovely thing of the kind 
that ever was seen, or heard of; which 
the English people have fought and 
paid most lustily to preserve ; ^hich sHeds 
nought bdt blessings around it, %iifefa 
only raises the dews of taxation that ?t 
may send them over the hmd in refreshing 
and enriching showers; and yet Mr. 
BkAGGE is afraid, that foreigners might 
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come kere an^ persuade ns, that it U a 6aJ 
goverumentj makje us diseontented with it, 
aad thereby pitoduire danger. to the. esta* 
blUhmeBts ! What crafftj as well as \iricked 
men Mich foreignerg must, be ! We are 
liTing here vnder this ^ame established 
goferameot ; we are iii the full enjoy- 
meat of all Us blessings, erei^ as adminis. 
tered by Mr. BBAaea himself in part ; we 
boast of it as the model of perfection ; 
ve call it the en?y and adma ration of the 
"world ; and yet an alien law* a law to 
enable the ministers to send foreigners ont 
€f the coomry is thou^t necessary in 
<7rder to preserfe this gOTernment again*i 
us! 

The plain truth Uthis: •♦•♦•••• 

« Howerer, let the 3111 pass* It will do 
j^ou no harm ; bat, on the contrary, it will 
do you a great deal of good ; for it will 
send many hundreds of ingenious and en- 
terprising Frenehmen aiMl other foreign^ 
ers to your country, who might otlierwiae 
come to this* Tour gofernment stands 
iQ no need of an alien kw; it is not at all 
afraid, that foreigners will succeed in 
fomenting discontents against it,, though 
there is a faction of Cossacks in America, 
and though we all know, that there are 
such men as CWom Henrt/ upon the face 
of the earth. Your government roust, as 
i^ ought, stand, or fall, by the will of the 
people. It need give itself no uneasiness 
about the secret emissaries^ which the 
writer, mentioned in my last Number, 
proposes to have sent out. If the people 
can be seduced by such emissaries, the 
goTernmetit cannot stand. It is, therefore, 
never worth while to arm the government 
with any. eltraordioary powers against 
the emissaries i for, if that were done, 
the gOTemment would be no longer the 
same ; you wonld lose your freedom, and 
then it would be of no use. to have preserv- 
ed the goTemment. NeTertheless, itispro* 
per that you should .be informed, that 
there are writers here, who openly, and in 
$0 many words recommend to the goTcrn- 
n^nt le send out nnmerous spies into your 
country ; and, you wUl^bserv e, that, it is 
ai the Teiy moment when this work is 
aellii^ In the bookseUersVshops, that the 
government is proposing a law to enable 
|t ta send aliens 4>ut of the country, lest 
those alteoa should ^eceed in persuading 
the people of Eng^and^ that dietr 4|^¥eni- 



ment^ which is ^^ the envy and adolratipii 
of the worl^," is a bad government. 

From a subject like that of the Peac9 
Alien Act, the Ilonpurabje Bo^y, of 
whose prpceediRgs we are speaking;. Qa« 
turally enough come to the Pe(^eotate 
of Ireland, On the 26tb instai^f^ Sir 
JOHN Newport, the honest little maji, 
whose character I gave yop in a Note, a 
few Numbers back, brought forward a 
motion for an infuirj/ into the causes of 
the terrible state in which that unhappy 
country remains. This was opposed hymi* 
pEEL,who is what Is called Chi^ Secretaru 
for Ireland, and, as I have before observed^ 
is by no means an unworthy f accessor of 
Castlereagh in that office. Mr. Plunectv 
spo]ce on the side of Sir Joiin Newpqet; 
and Mr. Grattan partly on pne aide 
and partly on the other. At last the 
mptioxi vas negatived by a large ma< 
jority. 

This subject is a very interestinig one to 
the whole civilized world ; and, it is more 
particularly interesting to you. As to the 
causes of the troubles and miseries in Ire^* 
land, I have described them to you before* 
They are ♦****♦♦*****♦*•♦. 
These, in few and plain words, are the 
real causes of the troubles and distresses 
and miseries of that country^ for which 
nature has done so much. I need not 
here tell you how Ireland is governed^ 
having, in No. • of this present 

volume, given you a copy, word for word, 
of the famous Act, drawn np by Grattan 
and passed by PerceTal in 1806, This 
document, the joint work of the two par» 
ties who are contending for po>ver is the 
best proof that can be resortved to. Mr. 
PsRL complained of having been n&isre* ' 
presented ; said that the government was 
mild and eiLcessively humane; asserts 
that the press (poor debased thing !) made 
the people discontented. But, you and 
I will have no dispute about the matter* 
We take the act of parliament of 1806 ; 
we read it ; and, when wc )iave done that, 
we know all aboat the thing pretty aearlj 
as well as if we were in Ireland. . 

But, for the benefit of the Cossacks, I 
will here insert a passage or two of Um 
speeches, made upon this occasion ; be* 
cause the^e speeches contaip, not what 
/ saj^ or what the laish themselye^ say; 
but what the narliament says. Ma. Vexu 
thus describeu the state of the country: 
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** At present it was difficult to sa v i^hat 
*' was the cause or pretext of the lawless 
^ proceedings which look place. They 
^' seemed to haTe no precise object, but 
^ were combinations in crime and confede* 
** rations against all law. He did rot 
** kndw what other character to ascribe to 
'* them. They were not directed against 
** Protestants ; they did not originate In 
^* any party animosity ; but the House 
** would see from records which he should 
.^^ be enabled to produce, symptoms of 
*^ such untamable ferocity^ such syste* 
^ matic guilty supported by systematic 
^ perjury, as imagination could scarcely 
^ eq.nal. He did not rise to malign the 
^ character of the Irish {peasantry, than 
^^ whom, in some parts of that kiug- 
^ dom, he had neyer seen a body of men 
^ more peaceable, more obedient to law, 
** or more respectful to their superiors. 
^^ Their good humour could not be seen 
^without admirations^ they displayed 
^ wonderful kindness towards one an- 
^ other, and honesty in their dealings, 
^* and, from their early marriages, greater 
" chastity than in any other country. A 
** crime, which had aegraded more civil- 
** Ized countries, was not known among 
•* them ; and he bad heard that (here was 
^^ not eren a name for it in their language. 
** But in other parts of the country the 
** population was in a state of d'jiravity 
** which baffled description. In particular 
** districts of Tipperary the disorders were 
** at their height. This assertion did not 
'^ rest on the assertion of an individual, 
*• but on the records of a court of justice. 
** Tfhe trials of the murderers of a magis- 
*^ trate in that county exhibited a won- 
** derful tIgw of the character of its popu- 
*' lation — of their extraordinary lidelity 
*^ in a bad cause, their cruel retengeful- 
^^ ness for the slightest injuries, their in- 
** diflference'to murder, and their dctesta- 
'^ tion of any man who, by giving evi- 
*^ dence, assisted in giving effect to the 
^^ laws. It appeared that the murder 
^ had been planned several weeks before 
" it was committeil. The Magistrate in 
^^ question (Mr. Baker) was an indulgent 
** landlord, and a friend to the poor, but 
" a determined enemy to the pernicious 
** system of combinations. In the neigh- 
<^ bourhood of this Gentleman, a cottage, 
^ which had been taken over the head of 
** a former occupier, was burnt^ and six of 



<* the incendiaries having boon appre^ 
^^ bended, he had been imprudent enough 
** to say, that he thought there was evi- 
" dence to convict ^le of them. A deter- 
" mination seems to have been immediately 
** taken to murder him, and four different 
'* parties were posted on different road^ 
" through one of which he was obliged to 
^* pass. The intelligence of the murder, 
" which was committed several miles from 
*' Casbel, had been conveyed across the 
'* country to the different parties by slg- 
** nals. It was committed by five persons 
^* in the presence of a* great number of 
** others. A Gentleman who had been 
** passing the road just before, and who ^ 
^^ resembled Mr. Baker, and had been 
^^ taken for that g^tleman by the mor- 
*^ derers, was a witness of the scene. 
** Many people were mounted on the tops 
** of houses and hay -ricks near the spofy 
^^ and when the fatal shot was fired, three 
** cheers were given. Though not less 
** than thirteen thousand pounds reward 
** was offered for the discovery of the 
** murderers, he really believed that nooe 
'* of the evidence which had been given, 
** was to be attributed to this inducement, 
** Of the feeling of abhorrence entertained 
** against those who gave evidence, (Here 
" could not be a stronger proof than this : 
" — A man who was condemned to death 
" was offered a pardon, on the condition 
"that he would give evidence, and after 
" having actually given a part of his tcsti- 
" mony, retracted it in open Couit, his 
" wife having prayed him on her knccsj 
•* with tearsy that he would be iiangedj 
'* rathcr\han give evidence. [A laugh J— 
^* Nothing could be more sincere than 
** this poor woman's attachment to her 
*^ husband, but her dread of the disgrace 
" he would bring on himself was such, 
" that she would rather submit to see him 
" executed ; and he had accordingly paid 
** the penalty of the law.** 

Here is a picture! Here are scenes! 
And this takes place, Americans, under a 
government, which is '* the envy and ad- 
** miration of the whole world !" All 
this is going on under that government, 
which your Cossacks call the ** Bulwark 
^ of religion and liberty." But, whence 
proceed all this *' depravity,** these " com* 
" binations,*' these " confederations 
** against all law,'* this ** untamable f&m 
** rocify^^ this ** cruel revengefulness,:^ 
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Mmnj thottsAods ; nay, some hundreds of 
thousands of these same ^^ untamable" 
people have gone to America, where thej 
have liiscoTered none of these characteris- 
tics. They not only behave lery peace- 
ably in your country, but they have there 
formed many fine settlements. Perhaps 
there are not less than ten thousand na* 
tiTes of Ireland and their immediate de- 
scendants in each of the cities of New 
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Yet, 
do you ever hear of any of this depravity ; 
any of this untamable ferocity; any of 
these ^< combinations against all lawj^^ 
on the part of these people? Kouwant no 
army, no eitraordinary police, no suspen- 
slon of the ordinary laws, to keep them in 
order. They are peaceable, laborious; 
they discover talent; many, very many 
of them, become great and most respect- 
able tradesmen, merchants, land-owners, 
officers in the army and navy, lawyers, 
poblic writers', and Members of the sereral 
legislatiTe assemblies. Considering the 
iow class of life, of which the great mass 
of the Irish emigrants consist, my belief is, 
that they have surpassed in success the 
emigrants from any other nation. And, 
as to such of them as have gone to Ame- 
rica with property or education to start 
with, they have certainly outstripped all 
others in the career of fame as well as 
of prosperity. 

What, then, I should be glad to know, 
it the cause of all this misery, violence, 
depravity, and ferocity in Ireland ? Does 
the salt air change the nature of the 
people while they are crossing the seas ? 
What is there in Pensylvania or New 
York to subdue and keep down this 
ferocious disposition ; this disposition to 
eombine against ^^ all law .'*' Not a single 
Bayonet! Nothing -but the constable's 
staff! With ten thousand of these same 
Irish peopiv in the City and County of 
Philadelphia, though there is a place called 
Jriih^Town^ and a district called Lower 
Dublin Township, there have been only 
two men hanged in the space of 15 years, 
snd those two were free-negroes. How 
will Me. Pesl account for this? Will 
be tay that none but good Irishmen emi- 
grate, leafing the bad at home ? No : he 
will not. surely, allow, that it is the peace- 
able and sober and moral only that are so 
much discontented as to quit the land. 
However, he may say this if he like ; 
baty then^ he has to perform the arduous 



task of showing how it comes to pass, that 
this description of persons are the most 
discontented with such an excellent 
government as he describes that of Ireland 
to be. It would, I should think, be 
worth the while of some of that round 
hundred of Honourable Members, who 
came over to St. Stephen's from Ireland, 
to endeavour to find out the recipe^ or 
spell^ which the American government 
makes use of to iame this ^^ untamable 
ferocity." If Lord Castlereagh^ who, I 
dare say, remembers Me. Emmet, were to 
write a letter to that gentleman, who is, 1 
have heard. Attorney/ GeMral of the great^ 
populous, opulent, free, high.spirited and 
happy State of New York« I will engage, 
that Me. Emmet would tell his Lordship 
how the American government proceeds 
with their countrymen, in order first to tame 
them^ and then to keep them in a state of 
tameness. This would be an invaluable 
piece of information to his. Lordship ; for, 
in the first place, he would learn, in a very 
few words what are the real causes ol 
the troubles and miseries of his native 
land, and, in the next place, he would 
learn precisely how it is that the Americaii 
government goes to work to tame the 
Irish, and, of course, what it would be 
wise and just to do, in order to tame tho8« 
who remain at home, 
^ As to what Me. Peel says about th^ 
stubborn fidelity of the Irish to their, 
oaths made to one another ; about their 
<< reluctance to assist in giving effect to 
"the laws" by giving evidence ^ abou^ 
the conduct of the man and his voife^ and* 
particularly that of the latter, though the 
relation of it is, in the news-paper report,, 
said to have excited" ** a laugh^* In the 
Honourable House, it really harrows up 
the very soul; and, not knowing what, 
else to say or do, we involuntarily ex- 
claim : what, short of the torments of 
Hell itself, from whatever cause proceed- 
ing, can have produced such an efiect on 
the minds of a people! What in all the 
world can have placed a people in such a 
state, as to induce a woman who dearly 
loved her hnsband, to beseech him to lose 
his life on the gallozssj rather than incur 
the " disgrace^^ of giving evidence against 
an enemy of the government ! This wo- 
man " sincerely loved tier husband,'* and 
yet she preferred seeing him hanged to 
seeing him live, loaded, with tbe disgrace 
of giving evidence,, calculated •* to give 
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*^ fjftfc/ to the teems /'• How came »hc to 
regard this as disgrace ? Whjr^ her neigh* 
bours so regarded it; and, what, then, 
muftt be the state of the mind of that 
lieighboQrbood ? What mast hare be^n 
the causes of hatred so deep, of exaspera- 
tion HO terrible, &s to Induce a whole 
tieighbourhood to mount upon houses, 
ticks, and trees to behold the murder of a 
Ynagistrate^ ^nd to give three cheers at the 
firing of the fatal shot ! 

Oh, no! it was fiot In the hearts of 
these people, U never wds, and ue? er CAii 
be, in the hearts of any district of people, 
to emit In what they deem rfiurder. They 
did not deem this a mnrderany more than 
the poor woman deemed the hanging of 
her husband ignominous. That it was a 
inurder Is certain ; that these people were 
under thriinfluence of ungovernable fury Is 
also certain : but, what was it which 
could have produced this fdrions state of 
Inind? They regarded this Magistrate 

The Irish commit no murders, any more 
than other people, in America. They 
4ray.iay fto Magistrates th&re. ft they 
Were so disposed, they Alight in the course 
Of a week, kill all the Magistrates and ali 
the constabliBs into the bargain, at Phila- 
(telphia or New York. In the country 

J^arts they might rob all the houses ^nd 
ivc at free quarter. Tet, they never do. 
They never mount to the tops of houses 
and hav-6tacksto behold the commi^ion 
of murder, and to^ive three cheers when 
Che blow is stricken : they never do any 
such things in America. No wives of 
Irishmen ever go down open their knees, 
tfnd, in tears, bedeech husbands, whom 
they sinceri'ly love, to be hant^ed rather 
than give evidence; and, if such an ex- 
fraordinaiy ^cene, a scene so shockingly 
affecting, were to take place in America, 
and were to be related in the Congress, 
I am sure it \*ould not excite " a laUgh.^ 
This fact, however, must, one would 
think, be false. The reporter must have 
mistaken some^ other noise for a laugh. 
It is no small honour to the herves of 
Mr. Pefl, that he was able to stand up 
and relate such a story In an articulate 
Toice. Few men beside his noble and 
*^ 8iatesman*like'* predecessor would have 
been equal to such a task; but, to sup. 
pose, that the Members of the House of 
Commons wouFd laugh W the relation 
wouW be to Kbel htjman feeling. (C) 



Amongst the cmtses of the disorders 
and discontents of Ireland Mis Pbel stat* 
ed the press to be one ; and as this, is al- 
ways an important' subject, we will uke 
his very words as we ind them reported. 
He said, that the miserable state of Ire- 
land was not the fault of the govemment. 
" That state wai indeed, atlribuiable to 
** other causes ; and among those Causes, 
" the conduct of the Irish press formed a 
** promhteftt feature. For the main object 
** of that press was to slander theGovem* 
V ment and the administration of the law 
^' in all ^ its branches. Thus the Irish 
<^ press, instead of contributing to enlight« 
^ M or instlraet the pe#ple^ Mify served, 
<^in' the tiolence of its licentionsness, to 
** provoke and inflame the ignorant poor 
^^ to the GommisBion of some crime for 
<^ Whkii they had afterwards to pay the 
" penalty. The abuse of the press in 
" Ireland was Indexed a most etiormous 
^^ evHf for instead of being devoted to 
*' Ih^^Jteif^mant effree discussion^ or the 
^< MsemliNttlo«i of useful knowlvige^ it 
** was employed to Made and drive the 
^^ people to wickedness. The House 
'' copid fol-m no judgment whatever of 
^' the press in Ireland, from the naaiier 
^< in whic^ that important and valuable 
^ engine was geticrally employed in thil 
'* country. In feet, the Irish |)ress, so 
^^ far from defending the cautre of free* 
>^ dom, or attracting national attention, 
^< had degraded itself so mvch by its ei- 
" cesses, by its indtscriminute abnse of 
" jmbUc men and measures^ that its judg. 
^' ment could not be r^ardod. Thus 
^^ public opinion lost much #C its due 
^ weight, and the preu became effective 
^' only for doing mhchief. But this 
** could not be unknown to any person 
^^ acquainted with Ireland. It was no* 
^^ torious that a certain publtcatbn was 
" circulated widely untH Me preitettt^ar 
*^ in Ireland, at a very cheap rate^ which 
^^ contained little else than gross mis« 
^' representation, nnqualiied standi, and 
^'the most iniammatory seatimetit, and 
^< that k regular series of this misdiiev ons 
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*^ pnblH^tition was found In Hie possession 
" of on6 of the onfortonate Tictiros of 
"the coinnu)tion in Tipperarj. This 
** pobltcation, which was Csdfed '' the 
** Hiherrdnn Magwine^^ contained some 
^' tfime si Tire a paragraph ad?crttn«: to 
** certain measures in this coontrjr against 
<' the ailedged persecution of the Protes. 
*^ tants in France, and observing that ** if 
** the pious BfHish were sincere in their 
** bostiKty to religious persecution, they 
*^ w^uhl hare taken some measures to 
*^ prevejft Ike mxtrdcr of C&thalks in 
<< Jhr^land^ a greater number of whom had 
*^ fallen tictrms eren since the year 1814 
*^ than of Protestants in France erer 
*• srnce the Terocatron of the edict of 
«*Nant2." [Hear, hear, hear!] After 
" such a specimren, he <Mt. P.) did not 
" think H necessary to make any farther 
" quotations from Ae Irhh press." 

Now, from what I hare ever seen of the 
Irish press, I should suppose it to be tire 
most tame thing imaginable. But, it 
keems, that there has been (for it appears 
to be stopped) one publication to arraign 
the conduxrt of public men and to censure 
the adrtiinistration of the law in all its 
branches. Bless ns! What a wicked 
publication! The cut at the 'Uptons 
British^' was crud indeed, as coming 
from a Catholic, who seems to have for- 
gotten our good and pious works in fa- 
vour of the Pope and the beautiful in- 
stitutions in Spain. After what you, 
Americans, have seen in former Numbers 
of this volume, relative to the English 
press; after the history of the Giffords, 
the Betoes and Nareses, the Bate Dudleys, 
the Walters, the Stuarts, the Heriots, and 
the account of the manner in which they 
and hundreds of others are paid and sup- 
portt*d, you will not, I am sure, be at all 
stirprized to hear, that Mr. Pcel thinks 
the English press a ** Vdluabie Engine.'* 
The truth is, th^t it ought fobe a valuable 
one, for it costs a great 4eal of money. 

Bdt, Mr. Plunket, whr> spoke after 



Mr. PfettL, said that ^^ the goremmenf, hi 
<' Ireland possessed a press of its own, 
^for the support of which monejf was 
" avowediy paid.'' There was no answer 
given to this ; no denial. So that, here is 
a press paid by the government, and 
which government has an Attorney Grenc- 
ral to prosecute the other press whenerer 
he pleases. I have told yoo before, all 
about our pruss; but, here yon have it 
from the month of one of the Honourable 
House, that there is, in Ireland, a press 
avowedly pahl by the government; by 
that government, which is here called 
^ the envi/ and admiration of the world," 
and which your Cossacks call the *^ Bul- 
** wark of Religion and Liberty.** 

But, if the press makes so much trouble 
amongst the Irish, in Ireland, how comes 
it that the press of America has no such 
effect upon them ? If Mr. Peel ceuM 
hear thai press a little ! The Irish seem' 
no more affected by the press in America 
than any othrr people. They are not 
pushed on to any wicked acts by the press 
there. And yet there is nobody to pot a 
press down in that country. When our 
heroes, Ross and Cockbnrn, entered the 
City of Washington, they, indeed, laid 
hands upon the news-paper-ofHce, which 
they found there, and they demolished 
the wicked engine in a twinkling. But^ 
generally speaking, the press in America 
stands in awe of nobody ; and yet, tho 
Irish in that country, are not worked 
upon to any mischievous end by the press ; 
though, on the other hand, there is no 
press in that country which is supported 
by the government out of the public- 
money. How strange it is, then, that 
the press in Ireland should have such 
an inflammatory effect ! But, how cornea 
it, that Mr, PfiEi cannot make his press 
beat the other press? His press is in 
perfect safety. There is nobody to pro- 
sccute his press. Yet his press is un- 
able to counteract the effects of the other 
press, though it has the law on its side. 
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Is Mr. Peel's press less ablj cond acted ? 
Or^ has it a bad caase to support ? 

Another cause, to nhich Mr. Peel 
appeared to attribute the discontents of 
Ireland was, ^he ease^ with which the 
lower orders of people got their food in 
coxnpaiison with the means of the same 
class in got ling food in England. This is 
the Or>t time, I belie?e, that the ease of 
obtaining subsistence was erer regarded as 
tending to excite discontent against the 
goverument. At any rate, you know 
very well, and so do I, that the Irish in 
America get their living, and good cloath- 
iDg int I (he barg.tin, much easier than they 
get their miserable diet in Ireland ; and 
that' they never are urged on by this to 
political discontents. Mr. Peel says, 
that he is told, that land will produce 
three times as much human sustenance in 
the potatoe cultivation as in any other ; 
but, that he wishes, that the Irish poor 
lived upon other sort of food. JVhj/ so^ 
Mr, Peel? *' Because nothing would 
^^ more strongly tend to seduce them from 
" idle habits^ and to give them a relish for 
*^ domestic comforts^ What, then ? It 
seems, that i have hot written quite in 
vain against this ^' souUdegrading root ; 
*Mhis root of nmerif ;^* though I have 
been so much abused for it both in Eng* 
land and Ireland, and, which is very hard^ 
by M r. Peel's own press too. But, Mr. 
Peel, 1 do assure you, that it is not in 
the nature of the Irish people to live like 
pigs any more than it is in our nature. 
When they go to America^ they soon 
learn to admit other substances into what 
they humourously call their *^ potatoe- 
trap." An '* Irish peasanty'* as you are 
pleased to call him, when he changes that 
state for the state of an American citizen, 
takes the liberty also to change his diet ; 
and| though he be only a common la^ 
bourer^ he will shew you, that he knows 
how to relish good white bread, beef, 
mutton, pork, veal, fowls, geese aud 
turkeys, twenty or thirty pounds weight 



of which he jmaj, if he likes, carry home 
every week to his family. Now, Sir, if 
you so anxiously wish the Irish labourer 
better diet and a better place to eat it in, 
why do you not recommend a mode of 
managing Ireland like the mode of mamag* 
ing America ? It is. not the soil or cli- 
mate that makes the diflerence. For, 
though Pcnasylrania produces some very 
superb things, such as the Indian Corn, 
the Water. Melon, the Peach.Orchards, 
yet, upon the whole, Ireland is as good 
a soil, and, upon the whole, a better cli* 
mate, Ilow comes it, then, that the poor, 
miserable, dirty, ragged creatures, who 
live upon potatoes, boiled, a half a bushel 
at a time, in a pot, and tumbled out upoa 
a board ; how comes it, that, the moment 
they land in Pennsylvania, they, become 
decent people and begin to live upoii^ 
bread aud meat and butter and cheese 3L 
I am welt aware, that it is np,t Qitliolic 
Emancipation that will make Ireland 
what it ought to be. I am well a^fare^ 
that the government can c/o fioihing to 
restore it to happiness. But, it can ab- 
stain from doing that which makes Ireland 
miserable aud England too. It can abstain 
from taking from those who labour sa 
large a portion of their earnings. It is 
quite surprizing how little government 
need do for any community. The com-i> 
munity, if left alone to enjoy its earniugs 
and go on iu its owa way, vvill do every 
thing. All that is wanted on the part of 
a government is to stand by and see fair 
plaif. This was the wise principle of that 
wisest of law-givers, William Pbnn^ 
whose name is a greater honour to Eng- 
land than those of all the warriors, all 
the statesmen, and all the kings she ever 
possessed, though he was once a prisouer 
in Newgate and stood at the bar^ before 
a corrupt judge, charged with a libeL 
Who have turned the wildernesses of 
America into cultivated lands, studdec^ 
with farm-buildings and bespangled witK 
gardens and orchards? NVho have built 
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all the beaatiful cities and towns and vil- 
Jages, and made the numerous bridges and 
canals in that couhtry ? Not any govern* 
menl. All has been done by the peAplo,' 
not because (he government has assisted 
them and regulated their conduct, but pre- 
cisely because no government has ever had 
any power to assist them, or to interfere 
in their affairs. Government in America 
means a strong many who stands ready, at 
all times, to keep the peace ; that is to 
say, tv prevent one man from taking that 
which belongs to another, or to make him 
give it back if he has taken it. But, 
here, government seems to mean quite 
another thing. Government here is rather 
the general owner than the general umpire 
between owners ; and, as is always the 
case In immense concerns, it manages bad- 
Fy. When a man, in this country, or in 
Ireland, receives a hundred pounds in in. 
come, the /ao, that is to say, the govern- 
ment, steps forward and disposes of the 
greater part of it, in one way or another. 
The Church must have a part, the Poor 
must have a part, the Tax-office must have 
a part, the Excise must have a part, the 
Customs must have a part; and all these 
parts are so large in proportion to the 
whole sum, that the government is much 
more of an oxsner than of an umpire. 
Being so large an owner, having so great 
a share in every man's property and earn- 
ings, a great portion of the happiiies of 
the people depends upon its mode of man- 
agement; but, the concern is too exten- 
sive, it is too complicated, it is, in short, 
beyond the powers of the human mind to 
manage such a concern well. 

Hence the everlasting law-making that 
is going on. HencQ the interference of 
the government between landlord and 
tenant, between masters and journeymen, 
between the rich and the poor, between 
the priest and his flock. Hence the bulk 
of Statutes, now passed everij year^ is 
equal to the bulk of all the Statutes pass* 
^d down to fkf tCfgn of the Stuarts; the 



bulk of (wQ years Statutes now Is equal 
to that of all the Statutes passed previous 
to the reign of Queen Anne ; and the 
bulk of the Statutes of this king's reign is 
twice as great as that of pM the Statutes 
passed in all former reigns. It cannot, 
however,, be otherwise as things now 
stand ; for I he government is a greaf 
partner, that is, part^owner^ in every 
man's goods and estate ; it has its eye 
upon all that he docs ; it has its hand 
continually in his pocket. Indeed, the 
leading men of the several trades and 
callings are, as we all know, frequently 
assembled with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, the Board of Trade, the Colonial 
Ruler, &c. according to the nature of 
the bnsiness, to consult how the several 
duties and taxes and licenced, &c. shall be 
settled and collected. In Breweries, Dis- 
tilleries, &c. the government has persons 
of its dwn appoTbting, who reside con- 
stantly on the spot, and who keep thq 
keys in some cases. While this lasts, 
there never can be any successful effort 
made by th« people to lessen the quantity 
of misery. The paupers in England must 
go on increasing, and the poor in Ireland 
must become poorer still. What P.\ime 
said was perfectly true : ** a rich govern- 
ment makes a poor people." To maintain 
such a power over the purses of the peo- 
ple, there must be an armyj ; and, when 
an army is avowedly employed in the 
business of tax-gathering, there does not 
seem to be much necessity for discussion 
about causes and remedies. 

Mr. Grattan said something upon this 
occasion, and, as Lord Castlcrraqii 
complimented him upon his *• Statesman* 
like*^ view of the subject, it may not be 
amiss to see what that view was. ^^ He 
" expressed his high satisfaction with many 
'^. of the points wlrich had been so fully, 
^^ candidly and impartially dtscnssed by 
^* the Right Ilonoarable Gentleman op* 
** posite. The question before the House 
^^ was of vast importance, and it certainly 
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** was an object worthy of the British 
*^ LegisFature to point oat, id a calm, djs« 
^f pasbionate maimer, such means as would 
'^ renovate the exhausted state of that 
'* country. The financial distress of that 
*' country was beyond conception. It 
" iiad a debt of 150,000,000/. for which 
'* 6,0t)0^000/. was paid, while its rcrenue 
" was only 6,000,000/. This presented 
'^ a picture of wretchedness which he 
" was confident was calculated to awake 
^^ every painful emotion. Ho had' the 
^^ highest confidence in Britbh energy, but 
^^that energy was best employed when 
<^ each part of the country was cootribut- 
^ log aid to the other. Whatever des* 
^ troyed Ireland had obviously a tendency 
^* to ruin England, and certainly no ar- 
^^ rangement could be better than such a 
^^ aystem of finance as would unite both 
*^ countries oo one general basis. As to 
<< ike comuiercial diffiealties of Ireland, 
^^ they proceeded in a great measure from 
^^ the sudden change of a state of war into 
^^ a state of peace, and although he was 
^^ fully sensible of their extent, he owned 
^^ that he did not despond with respect to 
^^ them. Let this country take such 
^' measures as were best calculated to 
^^ relieve Ireland on this subject. The 
^^ commercial principle of the two nations 
^^ ought to be their mutual advantage. 
^^ Ireland sent Great Britain her provisi- 
^^ ons. Great Britain ought to prefer 
<< the manufactures of Ireland. Thus it 
^^ appeared to him that all the three 
'^ branches of difficulty of which he had 
^^ spoken might be removed. Wkh res- 
^ ^ pect to the agitation which existed in 
" Ireland, bj/ a good Adminhtraiion of 
^^ the OovemmetU it might unquestion- 
^^ ably be oured. It was of a temporaiy 
'^ not of^a permanent nature. It was dis- 
^^ graceful, but it was an eruption of the 
^' $kin^ and did not proceed from the 
'' blood. It ought to be put down by the 
'' law ; and although in afre^ country an 
^^ effervescence of that natnre could not 
^^ bo so speedily subdued as in a despotic 



'' tountry^ it woeld be mope -effectoall j sil 
^^ in the end. Above all, never let the 
^^ Government put itself in th« wrong, 
^^ but let it so act, that the very criminal 
^^ who suffered under the ioflictioa of the 
'^ law should allow the excellence of the 
'^ cjmtitiUion under xshich he was ptmish* 
^' ed. From tha peace which had been 
'^ concluded over the whole world ho 
^^ looked for great advantage tp Ire* 
^' land. Ireland had Suffered much by 
^^ the war. Her debt had increased to an 
^^ enormous amount. Her taxes were 
^' heavier than she could bear. She had 
^' assisted Great Britain in carrying Eum 
^^ rope through the chaos in which she IM 
^^ been involved ; and it now became the, 
^^ duty of Great Britain to use cfery 
^' means of alleviating her distreasyand to 
^^ identify the interests of tl|e two «aoa- 
*« tries." 

Now, really, I can discoi^er Very little 
here cither of novelty er profandity. The 
idea of it being difficult to sabdue the ^f' 
fervescencc in Ireland because Ireland ii 
a free country is, to bQ aure, singularly 
happy, and especially as coming after the 
descriptions given by Mr. Peel. But, I 
confess I find it go monstrously against the 
grain io be obliged to hold my to^gne, 
when I hear it said, or see it in print, thai 
a man who suffers under the lawtiow in 
Force in Ireland .•.•••....••• Nay^ I 
will speak out. (D.) 

What, Mr. Grattan, and is it only an 
'^eruption of the skin^^^ say yon, that 
your unfortunate Conakry is afflicted with ! 
Faith, if this be the case, the famous Act 
of 1806, of which you have the honour 
to have been the anthor, was a pretty 
strong medicine fbra disorder of the skin ! 
To shut people up in their houses fropi 
sun-set to sun-rise; to employ soldiecs a$ 
revenue officers; to transport people 
without trial by jury; this was pretty 
stout physicking for a disorder of the 
skin. Besides, this disorder of tb^ skin, 
as it is in your ^^ statesmui-like view " of 
it, has lasted for a long while. It has af* 
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Iktod Iv^hHid erer ikico liOO at any rate. 
A t«D jreart^ Aisorcfor «f Iht skin h aa odd 
4li}tig; 4ihIi it is^ it flecoui, growing wone 
and ir<>vs»5 ii¥>r« tvrmentiog asd more 
lofmeotltif 9 cj^y da/. If jroii irer« a£. 
iM«d wilk tW f ^A^ and kad Imti asiag a 
n^dpe for tM ^Ariy witfaaat receitiog 
tiM ftiAalkttt bonefit) w^uld you ftill pet'^ 
t^tett in tto tfs^ »f tbat raeipa? Cer^ 
taiiiljr f^m w#ttld m>t». You wobld, long 
bei^fd the teik ytean irerf ^iit, iiag a«raf 
Ae r0«ife, and kick tba Doctor oal of 
doon. Whj not try, tken^ a ciange of 
appiicatioQ to- the irritated and half-raw 
eartaaB of jwia poor oonntry ? Ton say, 
tttat^ ^ by a g0od wdmMtti^im 0/ ih$ 
g99erjuneni tbo dborder miglit certainly 
be enrod. ^ Bat yo« profom koMng ia 
order tm causa ^is adaiiaifltratioii t» be 
good. Yoii May^ that «» tbe taso* of iroL 
tavd are k u m ^ f Mmb sk9 can feor/^ A 
?ery wfioiaa* leaton for her onieeriee and' 
^stfontmiti, but tide ditovder it anarediy 
iMre 4kaa Mm^ioBp; and, tkea, again 
yott^ aotffopMeio r«l;f off^ny of her 
taxee; on the contrary, yon say, tiiat her 
taxetare ine a ft ci D Dt *o pay the intereM of 
ber debt AH th&i my bo rery *' statoe- 
manlike? fior any thing that I know to 
the contrary ; but, I must confess that be 
food il lA oalcotated to produco lies too 
deep fbr me to disoo? er« 

Such, people of America, is the state of 
Ireland^ and each the sort of discussions^ 
wbick ate going o» respecting that coun- 
try. Yon mii\ baee a Tery false no^n 
of tbe mstier^ if y<oa suppose, that the 
disoowteati in Ireiand proceed from the 
fofaial of whttt Is oaftled (kUkoUc EmmicU 
fMan. Tho only persons who really 
4»«tit dUMttMdwt to be ^armod are a few 
fMat Catholic i«»mes, wbo want to sit 
In parMametH and on tke Bench and to 
fill Offices kk Ike Army aad Nary, who 

tr««t,lnah^rt/M^rAare ...Y<m 

understand me. Itik aseleMStesaymore. 
The eoamoit people kwro m tery ftdat 
aotiobafth«ai0iHUdg0f the words; and, 



at bottom, the Catholic Priests by no 
means desire the measure, being well con- 
rinced, that it would speedily thin ihHr 
Jiocks. The miseries of Ireland, like tkoee 
of England, proceed from heavy iuxaihn^ 
Heavy taxation creates a namerons host 
of tax-gatherers and endless ? elames of 
regulations, rcstrainis, and penal laws» 
and makes tbe goremmeat appear oa 
erery man's fares, and in every man's 
shop and warehouse aild mana&cMfy and 
dwelling house, almost in person. Tbb 
changes every thing. There is no longer 
any really priv&ie property or eoneeen. 
Thegoy e rnment meddles with every thing* 
has a kiiowledge of erery thing \ has its 
share in erery tking, nsoreablo and im* 
moreaMey during erery man's Ufe^ and, 
when ke dies, it comes and sharee with 
Ui ckildreo and rel^ions ki what he leates 
Mikkl hkn« Hence so large a part H 
taken away, that porerty must alight 
aomewhere ; and ike payeteof taxes go on 
pressiag oaeh other downwards, and 
sqaeeziog the lowest ont sncoessively in 
dM shape of paupers. This, talk as long 
as men may like about tautei and reme* 
diesj is the real state of the case ; and, 
whatBf er may finally happen to vs^ I do 
most earnestly conjure you, the people 
of America, to put a stop, while yoa 
have it in your power, to ^at paper-money 
system, that system of borrowing aud of 
banking, which has produced so much 
misery and degradation here, and which, 
if you do not resolve to check it in time, 
will, I am persuaded, in spite of your free 
constitution of government, iarorive yon 
in ruin after having produced a division 
of tbe StaUs. 

You cannot imagine how corruption 
chuckles her€ upon peroeiving that yoa 
are creeping into a paper-system. A short 
time ago, the Morning Herald etpressed 
its satisAtction, that the war had com- 
pelled you to contract 14 mil Kens of 
pounds of debt The enemies of Ame* 
rican freedom have been uncommonly 



Digitized by 



Google 



671] Lettkh XL to tuz PEOFtE of the Uwited SxAtEa of Ameeica. [(^73 



anxkms to see a National Bank established. 
Thejr deceWe (hemsehes, perhaps, in sup- 
posing, that the system will get along in 
your conntrj as it has done here; but, 
they know well, that it must be injorions 
to your freedom, and, therefore, they 
most anxiously hope to see it take fast 
root in your country. It is useless to 
say, that your free cooiUtution, by which 
the power of raising money is really pos* 
sessed by the people, will enable you, at 
all times^ to keep the system in check. 
When once a debt is contracted, there is 
a part of the people, who are, of ne ces* 
sitj, on the side of raising money, no 
matter bjr what means. At the debt in- 
ereasea this description of persons increa- 
ses in number as well as actiTity and 
weight. The facility of borrowing will 
not fail to create a great debt ; and that 
fiscility will arise out of a paper -institu* 
tion upheld by the gOTomment. 

Thus, if you once permaneniljf fix a 
paper department of government j I defy 
you, with all your elections, all your 
jealousy of your rights, to prerent the 
ceusequences that I ha?e anticipated. 
The gofemment will be a large part* 
ouncr with you, and that, too, without 
any otiI design, or any faulty on its part. 
It must be a large part-owner of all your 
propcity ; it must intermeddle in all your 
affairs ; it must load you with laws and 
regulations ; for unless it act thus, it can. 
not obtain the means of paying its credi* 
tors, whom all the world will say, i( 
ought honestly to pay. I do not know 
any thing of the details of the National 
Bank institution. I do not know how 
the thing is liked in America, or what the 
opinions are respecting it. But, I am 
quite sure, that it must be, or become, 
if it continue, a great paper-machine, 
connected, more or less, with the Gene- 
ral government. I know, that it will 
tend to keep up a system of fictitious 
money. I know that it will giTc a great 
politioil influence to those who have the 



management of the machine or aoj of its 
branches. I know, that it will gi? e tisg 
to, or, rather, perpetuate, a spirit of spe- 
culation ; that is to say, deep gaming 
under the name of. trading. I know, ih^t 
it will, because it must, fill the country 
with stock-jobbers and sharpers* I know 
that it will take from commercial inte- 
grity, learning, talent, and real property, 
a great part of their fair and just waght 
and influence in politics, and will transfer 
it to an upstart and sordid crew, with 
whom liberty and national honour are 
empty sounds. I know very well, that 
those who have proposed, and apparently 
(for I have not seea any account of the 
Bill having passed) approved of, and 
carried^ the uMasure, have no design to 
produce such effects; but^ I am con- 
vinced, that^ ia spite of any thing that can 
be done to guard against them, such will 
be only a part of the consequences of a 
s^tem of fictitious mouj^. However, if 
the thing ia to bedone, there uancnd of ail 
endeavours to prevent it ; aad» all that I 
can, in that case, say, in addition, is, 
that, if 1 should live to the end of twenty 
years, 1 shall be very happy to find, that 
my apprehensions have been proved to 
be groundless. 

In a late Number I observed, that the 
opinions of the people of England were 
taking a very right turn upon the subject 
of the Bourbons^ You remember how 
wo cheered Locis the desired jjtpon his first 
restoration. Your Cossacks enjoyed the 
fine descriptions of all our nobility and 
gentry and their footmen and horses, 
dressed out in uhite cockades, conducting 
him from London to Dover amidst the 
huzzas of hundreds of thousands of people. 
You remember, that all our stage-coache^ 
post-chaise horses, and almost every thing 
else, .were dressed oat in the^ ensign of 
Bourbon legitimacy. And, what is more, 
you remember the. hundreds of millions 
that we have spent in his reatoration. 
NoW; theo^ hcu the ]^guagr, not ef a 
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knot of Jacobins ; not of mc and otbcrs 
who gbnerally think like me, but, of the 
CouTity of Cornwall^ legally assembled, 
witb the High Sheriff at its head, and all 
the principal persons of the County being 
present. I hare before given yon an 
account of similar sentiments, contained 
m the petitions of other Counties and of 
many cities and towns ; but, you will now 
see, that these sentiments extend io ^^ the 
** Land's End.'^ Towards the dose of 
this petition, the Cornish men say : 
^^ That as a Standing army has eTcr been 
^^a subject of constitutional jealousy 
^* with EogtMimen, the proposal to keep 
*^ on foot a force of 150 thousand re- 
^ gular soldiers onght not to ha?e been 
^< entertained by a free Parliament, or 
*' endured by a free People; that the 
♦* alledged pretexts for this most uncon- 
^ stitutional measure are either unsatis. 
" factory or odious. That having found 
** the Laws always cheerfully obeyed, 
^ < and the Cif il Power fully adequate to 
^< the maintenance of good order, and 
^ relying upon our insular situation, on 
^ th^ invincible prowess of our Navy, 
^< and the free spirit of the people, we 
^^ cannot admit thaft a large military force 
^^ is necessary in Great Britafn, either for 
<^ the purposes of external defence or for 
^ internal peac^. We cannot but think 
^ that if 25,000 men be requsite for the 
^^ internal tranquility of Ireland, an in>- 
^ mediate enquiry into its present state is 
<^ absolutely necessary. We cannot think 
^* that we can by farce of arms compel the 
*^ French People to submit to a Govern- 
^^ ment not chosen by themselves^ without 
<< trampling on the inalienable rights of 
^ mankindy without denying the justice of 
^ our own glorious Revolution^ and im- 
^ peaching the title of the House of 
<< Brunswick to the Throne of these 
« Realms." 

foa will say, that we are come to our 
fco9es very late; that we have Grst done 
iii^ misehief with o«ir eyes open, and then 



come and condemn what we ourselTes 
have done* Tou will ask why we did 
not petition against the war, renewed 
against France for the express purpose of 
driving out the ruler, whom France had 
received with open arms ? When that war 
was about to begin, Sir Frances Bur- 
OETT uttered, in the House of Commons, 
precisely the sentiment that is here ex- 
pressed, but, there were no petitions; 
not a single petition, nor a single Toice in 
the House, to back him* You will say, 
that you give us little credit for just sen- 
timents, which are in open opposition to 
our conduct. You will say, that it is the 
tax-'gatherer who has brought us to feel 
for the wrongs of France. You will say, 
that' it is the expense of keeping down the 
French that we dislike; and, yon wiQ 
3ay, with perfect justice, that, if we wero 
sincere and hearty in the sentiments now 
expressed by us, we should petition for 
the release of Napoleon^ who, as all the 
world knows, was really the object of 
the French people^s choice. Whether we 
shall come to this is more than I can say* 
In the meanwhile two acts of pai'liamcnt 
have been passed to make It criminal 
to assist in his escape, and to make legal 
the act of imprisonini^ and keeping him 
in prison. The Duice of Sussex and Lord 
HoLLA^rD have protested against these 
Bills and against the imprisonment itself. 
But, the Whig party^ of whom Mr. 
Brougham is a sort of acting leader, 
have concurred in the legality as well as 
justice and necessity of this treatment of 
Napoleon. Mr. Brougham said, that 
there was but one opinion upon these 
points, and most heartily concurred with 
Caselereagh In approbation of all that had 
been done. (E) Yet, if the Cornish and 
other petitioners know what they mean, 
they must be of a different opinion ; fori 
if it be to ^^ trample upon the unalieu* 
^^ able rights of mankind to attempt to 
<^ compel the French people to submit to 
** a government not chosen 5y themselves J* 
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what 18 it to lorce awaj the man whom 
tbej did choose as their Chief, aod to ib« 
prison him on a rock for life ? To be 
consistent, these petitioners should call 
for the release of Napoleon and the with- 
drawing of our army from France. If 
they stop short of this, they subject them- 
selves to the imputation of haying just 
sentiments on their lips only. 

However, we have, in the language of 
these petitions, a certain proof that the 
cause of ^^ legitimacy *' is losing ground in 
England ; and, if it lose j^round here it 
will lose ground every where. Nothing can 
be a stronger symptom of this, than what 
has taken place in Paris relative to the es- 
cape of Latalette. The act of Mr. Bruce 
and his associates was very meritorious. To 
^ve the life of such a man, under such 
circumstances^ was brav^ and generous. 
But, the sentiments, which these gentle- 
men have had the courage to express 
upon their trial, do them still more ho- 
nour. They have boldly said, that they 
considered Lava let te as unjustly con- 
demned, and, as is stated in the public 
prints, Sir Robert Wilson has gone sp 
far as to declare, that he looked upon the 
condemnation of Lavalette and Ney as in 
violation of the Convention, by which the 
allies obtained possession of the city of 
Paris ; and that he was glad of the op- 
portunity of doing an act, which might 
tend to rescue the character of his coun- 
try from the charge of having participated 
in those deeds. (F) 

At any rate this shows very clearly, 
that there is, in this country, a strong 
feeling against the Bourbons ; for, you 
are not to believe, that these three gen- 
tlemen only have imbibed such notions. 
Besides, they must have been naturally 
anxious about their character here. If 



they had thought, that their comduct 
would have been condemned here, they 
would have held their tongues. They 
^ would, at least, have refrained from vo- 
luntecring sentimf nts hostile to the Bour- 
bons; If they had I|ad any reason to 
suspect, that the uttering, of such senti- 
ments would have rendered them odious 
in England. Therefore, you may be as- 
sured, that the tide of public opinion in 
England is running strongly against the 
^^ legitimates.'' And, however inconsitt'^ 
ent this may make us appear, still the 
change is favourable to the prospects of 
freedom. No matter what hat been our 
conduct. No matter what we may have 
done. No matter what may be our dis^ 
tresses. Still this is the seat of Europeao. 
influence ;. this is the seat of Europeao 
good or evil. As to what we ourselves 
realljf are^ very fevv, comparatively speak- 
iDg^perceive it. Crreat delusion prevails ; 
uor can you wonder at it| when you view 
the means that aro made use of. But, be 
this as it may^ Joe^ Q^xx, after fill, has 
some bottom left. He is easily ci^oled, 
and does bear a ^reat deal ; but, thougb 
I will not sayi tb^t a nullioB of fore^a 
soldiers would not be able to seat a king 
upon the throne of England, I am very 
sure that they would not be able to keep 
him there for a year witheut three hun- 
dred and sixty-fiye bloody frays to en« 
counter. If foreign soldiers were em- 
ployed in gutting the public iloseums and 
Galleries iu I^udon, the people would 
not be seen liddling and dancing and 
laughing at puppet-shows and dancing- 
dogs in the streets, as was actually the 
case at Paris. 

Wm.Cobbbtt* 



P.S. 

* * * 



v>'u^. 
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TO THE 

'^ , Vest's #F THE United States or 
1^ America. 

LETTER XII. 

CMedlt^s €f Serpentine River Fleet.-^ 
jUitn Bill, — Bank Paper Money Law, 
— Titf Pope^s Declaration against Pro^ 
Uitants •''•^Scheme of the Canadian Spe^ 
cakUors to em:{te jealousy of America. 



In Number 17, I neiiCioned, that a 
gentleraan in Sussex liad informed me, 
. tb9i he Ittkd forwarded to me some df the 
Griided Ropes^ used in the ships, ivhich 
composed the famoos English Fleet that 
so gforionsly tHomphed o? er that of jrour 
country, on the-SerpentineRifer,Tn Hyde 
Park, London, in 1814« The Ropes, or, 
shadier,- the rope, is come to band. It ap- 
pears to hare composed part of a Cablty 
for R is of con8iderai)lc thickness. When 
-vre haire looked and laughed at it at Bot- 
tey, 'till we are tfred, I will certainly ship 
ft off for America, where tho people have 
«s eood a right to view it, as the Londoners 
iiaa to view the hat of Napoleon, and other 
of his trinkets, said to have been taken at 
Waterloo. If the whole be not seized on 
as Naval Stores^ I shall, perhaps, send a 
little bit of it to be kept as a reHc by the 
Cossack Priesthood. Considering its ori- 
gin, it must hare a great charm in it, in 
fte eyes of those gentlemen. I wHi as- 
s«redly send some of the OUtUng to my . 
friend, the wise Mr. John Randolph of 
Virginia. The gold on it * is not solid 
enough for the men af " Steady Habits^" 
who were acquamted withQip^. Henry. 

I am awAfe, that nothing ^rt of sterkng 
wHI godown with them- Part of the Rope, 
being nntwis ted, forms distinct tvrds &[ 
rery convenient lenf^thand strength. These 
ahah be respectfully prefsented to Mr. 
Goodloe Harper, Governor -Strong, and 
4&e MenAerv olT Ihe tierfford Gonventlon. 



In No. 16, at page 4S^ I diicassed th^ 
subject of the intended Bill to protect 
tiie Bank against demands in cash for two 
yean longer, after it had lieeu so protected 
for 19 years. This matter has since b^n 
diseossed4n ihe House of Commons, and 
thte fa«asor64ia8, of coorso, been carried. 
I can odd nothing of my own upon thi^ 
subject. It was made as clear as day* 
Hght^ I hope, In the Number just referred 
to. But, it Is proper fo fiute here, a^ 
briefly as I can, the substance, at least, of 
what passed in the Honse^ on this oecaskm^ 
I have pledged myself to keep yon* in^ 
formed of what this Government/^ ki ; 
what Its views and intentions are, as nearl^ 
as I can ; and, of all its ioieasures, those 
are the most important which relate to 
the paper.monqr ; becansc, upon thik 
great pivot erety thing turns. If thte 
Government can revive the activity of the 
poper-system, it will be powerful as long 
as that activity lasts. If it cannot revive 
It $ or cannot keep up the activity of it : 
it will itself become feeble^ In ^ite of 
every other means that it can invent. If it 
become feeble, it will lose power in every 
department. You will soon hear the 
language of the people change. Influence 
ceasing to operate so widely, timidity and 
delusion will also be diminished. This is, 
therefore, a matter of the greatest conse- 
quence; and those considerations induce 
me to call your attention now, not to any 
thing 71^20, but to the avowals, the oon. 
fessions, now mfade in the House of Codt. 
mons itself. 

Mr. HoaTrEK, Member for the famous 
St. Ma^es, of whom 1 spoke to you 
fifiore particularly, the otiier day, in a 
Note, oppfised the Bill, » I informed you 
he would. He said, that the introduction 
of the Bill had surprized him and the 
whole coantry ; that he now doubted the 
sincerity of the Ministers m their desire 
to return to cash payments ; that the 
Hott^e had been told of the desire of the 
Btikkto pay, till the gravity of the Mem- 
bers could no longer bear it $ that it was 
clear (hat the renewal of the la«^ to pro« 
tect cfte Bank was coimeeted with Ibo 

T 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



579]^ LEtTER Xir. TO TUE PeOPLE OP TUB UlflTED StATEI OF AmXRICA. [680 



lending of paper to tlie Gofernment by 
the Eiok ; thkt (be paper had been 
greatly redoeed in ^WM»tKy last year ; 
that Ifaii vaa ona greati eaaie of the fkll 
of prices; that if e had Iwrgzced monejf 
in a paper of smMvaiue^ and had now 
towigtheimereitfn a pitper Mi a high 
^mue; that this «^ wai the moat foroiida- 
'^ ble erll that thueatenod- our finances, 
^^ and thovgh he had too high an opinion 
^^ofih%r0S4mrtefefthe€ounirjfy and of 
** tbe m'idom of the Gawmmcni^ to de- 
" spairf ho wts ttppMed^ vske^ he con. 
^ sidered the inoiemo amount of the in. 
^< terait of th# Debt, cofdructetl in thai 
** artifiatU currew^^ conpared wkh the 
^^'pro^ee ^fikt tmxes.** It is oseleot to 
wpeat any more of his words, seeing 
tNt he only repeated mine, which you 
Imre heard to many ti«»ea over. He eon. 
eluded by saying, (bat if the Bill paseed, 
^^ be had no hesiUtion in saying, that the 
** Bank would never pmp in ipede again." 
The Bill will past. 

. Mr. P. GaANT said, that this was a 
system by which to carry on the financial 
operations of the country, thrmigh the 
medium of aceommodaiions from the 
Bank; and, Mr. M arrt at <^ considered 
" the thing as a great and powerful engine^ 
^^ in the hands of the Ministers, to alter 
^^ the property of the country at their 
^^ discretion.'' Thi), you know, is what 
I hare said a hundred times oyer. Mr. 
Marrtat compared k to a necromancer^ 
mmdj in the hands of the Ministers. He 
did not like to compare it to the cock of 
a barrel, shutting in, or letting out, the 
p^per at pleasure. He would hare 
thought it plagiarism to repeat my Tery 
;figures, as well as my opinions. 

But, suffer me, if you please, to 
*< bother^^ Mr. Horner a little, once 
more, upon this subject. He acknow- 
ledges, that the enormons debt has been 
chiefly contracted in ^ paper of smdM va- 
lue^ and that the interest is nawpc^fing in 
paper of high value. He says, that this 
is a, formidable evil. He acknowledges, 
' t|hat he is appalled at the amount of the 
interest of the Debt, when compared 
with the amount of the taxes. And j/«<, 
what does he propose ? Why, to nmke 
the Bank pa^fn specie, which ereuideots 
must know would lower pricea and di- 
jsainish the nominal amount of the taxes* 
What does he mean, then? He oomplams^ 
iSk^t we bare now to pay ib^ interest In 



a pc^er of higher value than that in which 
wotmade .the loans -, and jfetj he would 
make ut- ptuf the interest in specie! He 
says, that th^ project of feeding the 
country with paper, in order to raise 
prices and thus- enable the people tp p^ 
large sums in taxes, is the ^^ most most^ 
strous project that lias ever been imagin- 
ed," and so will say I^rd GrcnTille, per- 
haps. But,- let me assure Mr. Horner, 
that the project of making this country 
pay sixty, or cren/ar/y, millions of taxes 
a-year in specie is a thousand times more 
monstrous. What! b Mr. Horner ap^ 
palled novf when he compares the amount 
of the interest of the Debt ' irith the 
simount of the taxes; and, yet, is he not 
appalhd at the thought of a measure, 
which must cause a great reduction in the 
amount of tliose taxes ? The tax.payers 
arc ruined, he says, by paying in a paper 
of high value ; and yet, he would make 
them pay in specie! In short, is it not as 
clear as the tun at i\oon..day, that to re. 
open the floodgates of paper.money is 
the way, ^nd the only wa^, to remore 
the ground of Mr. Horuer's complaint ? 
Unless, indeed, he wishes to see the tfji. 
terest of the Debt reduced; and, then, 
good-bye to the System. But, tbls is 
what he ncTor sp^ mi^ch as hints at He 
wants the System to stand ; he wants a 
gold circulation and sixty millions of taxer 
too. I{e does not despair, because the 
gOTemment is zcise, prudent^ and benc'- 
volemt. These qualities of the gofeni« 
ment, haw ever* though so manifest to 
Mr. Horner, do not appear to me suffi- 
cient to make the country pay sixty mil- 
ilous of taxes in gold and silrer. 

The close of a subsequent debate was 
curious. It was mored by the Opposition 
to insert the words ^'no longer*^ after 
the two years. This was opposed, and by 
a Bank Director too, and lost upon a 
dvpisiim. At last, Mr. Horner said, that 
^^ all this was perfectly understood.^ Yes, 
to be sure, and so it wa^ by roe and ay 
readers, a great many years ago. More 
than tern years ago, I said what is now 
asserted, or not denied^ in e? ery part of 
the House. To talk of paying in srseix, 
without reducing ^e interest of the Debt 
more tiiau one half, is absolute folly. It 
is something so absurd, that one cainnot 
hear it seriously proposed witii any d^gre^ 
of patieiicc. 

Thus, th«B, ^e close this 4iici||sief« 
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We hafQ now seen, that the (hiiig ias, 
tiius far, gone on just as I have always 
predicted. How it will now op«rat«; 
'hQvr it will work ; what are the shapes in 
>vbich this new loode of raising money ai 
once from the Hunk ; or, in other words, 
««*«•**«»««**«, Whatarethe 
srhapes, in which the eflfecls of this species 
of trafiick will discoTer* thinnselfes is 
more th^iK I can say ; but, «« (o Ihe^imi/ 
consequence, there can^ 1 think, bo i^cry 
few per^on^ infdeeJ, who take time to re- 
flect, who can hate the smallest doubt 
remaining in their mluds. 

It is a great mf^ct. The whole world 
ought io have their eyes fixed upon this 
grand paper engine; for, the thing is now, 
at this f ery moment, at work to prod ace 
wonderful efents. It has been the cause, 
and the oit/y cause, of keeping in cbeck, 
#r beating down, the spirit of freedom 
io. Elurope. It has been the cause, and 
the only cause, of the restoration of 
the old governments, the Pope, and all 
the rest. It has been the cause, and the 
enlif cause of all **•♦»♦*♦*♦* * 
♦******•*; and, therefore, erery 
symptom, with regard to its probable 
duration^ is of importance. It is quite 
in tain to look for the cause of any ma-- 
ierial change in any other quarter. Some 
accident may possibly gire rise to a great 
change; but, the chapter of accidents is 
nothing to calcuUUe on. Have your eyes, 
therefore', upon this grand paper engine. 
Jt is wonderfully enfeebled of late. It is 
now much better understood even by 
this credulous and deluded people. This 
last measure, though it has not ^^ mr- 
prised^^ any body, except Mr. Horner, 
bas set many persons to thinking, who 
appear aofer to hare thought npon the 
subject before. If we have but fife or 
fix years of peaccy wc shall see good days 

lu my last I gave you soree information 
about iYi^' peace Alien BUL Since that 
I/etter was "written, the Bill has passed 
through another stage. Sir Samuel Ro- 
%iLhY has moved for a return ^f the Ali^* 
ens, who baye been sent out of the coun- 
iTj at the request of foreign mmttters. 
You will easily see the drift of this. The 
motion was, however, rejected by a large 
najority. Now, obserre. Sir Samuel 
RoMiLLY, who is an eminent, an able, 
and most upright lawyer (which is a very 
rare thing in England), said: ^^ He knew 



^^ that indiif idoals aere §eni (\ffon^oumh 
^^ m$ai mU comUitatwiih, dumger.io the 
" OHHiUry apprehended from .them. A 
". emH$€ hflp^oad to be r^fm^ed iahis 9r* 
^^ bitraUs^n beiweSM twe fipa^^uerH (ine 
/^ of his Mejfi^ty'aJViiniater^, he wflald ca. 
^^ ther not mmti^o hiis iiaase^ a^ he mas 
" now deady f^k a HfQn^4aie^Mfi,in4mc 
" 4tf them. )n tkeiceur^ of tbe ImsiMss 
'^ oae of them was Coqad toc have mtoon* 
^^ dueled himself, Tiie Not)|lie Jn^ to 
*'' whom he had alluded^ said .that was a 
'^ person who ought to ^ sent Aut^cf the 
** county on the Alien Bill:' Th*« you 
will easily ce^Apr^hend* One pf the Mi* 
nisiers '' took a strong iaterest ia eaeof 
the parties," <wd the f4h4r was.s^t out of 
the cenntry for hoping misc0n4¥cted him* 
self eren while his ci^se was padding 
before an. arbitral r ! 1 should not have 
revived this select, hasJBf ao fally. dis- 
cussed it before; b«t this AM^tt^mlog from 
s«ch a person, and «ta|ed in ii|ch a place, 
is worth a haodted acgfinieats.' No mere 
need be said about the .^/i^ii Ai^i, You 
have only jto be^ir in peAskdf that this act 
makes part of the laws under which .we 
now live and under which weshaiji Uveas 
long as the Bank. of England shall (iou* 
tinue to furnish as with monej. 

It has been stfted^ in .the puhltc prints 
hare, that the Pope has issued a dpcuivent 
of some soit, declaring, ^' that, the tqleta*. 
}'tion of several religions is contrary to 
^^ the^priociples of the Catholic. Church ;'' 
and, of course, that such toleration oaghC 
to be put an end to. . This may^ very 
likely, be a first step towards an ex|iulsioii 
of the protesfants frpm France, a measure 
that ought to surprize nobody, and, I do 
not know, that it ought to excite much 
regiet, seeing^ that it would ineTitably send 
some of the best and useful of the pedple 
of France to your country, where they 
would add to (he forces of the cause of 
freedom. Tyraapy will do nothing, at 
last, unless it can overiurn your freedom. 
It must 1)6 strangely puzzled and vexed. If 
it do not persecute with a vigouroiis hand, 
it will be speedily assailed by its abject 
sUves ; if it do, the slaves will go to Ame<- 
rica, and become its enemies in that coan« 
try. Tyifanny is more puzzled than it 
ever was before* There can be no doubt 
thai this government u ai work with all 
the means within its loug-anned reach to 

In tha meanwhile, here is another little 
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imp on die ksackles (br parvons Charniing 
and Pari$h. If, when thej were soufting 
out theirblasphemoas thanksgivings for the 
Europtan restoraliov, some oao bad §tep« 
pod to then a«d caaght tiMm by the ear, 
and, fiFiog tham a good sharp twiteh, 
said: ^Silence, yon canthig hypocrites I 
^ Leavo off yoor trash ; for, in less than 
^iwe years, Hhs restoration, thft you are 
^^ fhaaiihig 6ed for, will canse the pro- 
^^ lestaats of France to be hunted like 
^^ Marooita, shot, stabbed, and bamt; it 
^^ will oause all the liberty of conscience, 
^* gained during the last twenty years, 
^^ to be ottorly deatroyed ; it wHt make 
'^ hifl^ wko,'as yea ased to telL as, was 
'^ the WlMvt of Babylon, as powerful as 
^^e^er; it will enable < the Scarlet 
^ Whore' again to get < druak with the 
^^ blood oftheSaijrta^' Oone do4m, then, 
^^ yon hypocrites, and leave off Toar base 
^^ atteaopttf to delade yo«ir congregations !" 
If aoaie osm bad saluted the lererend 
Goasaoks in Ibis nMuiner^ what an ont-cry 
there wo«ld baite bean set np against him ! 
Tot, he would bare been correct in his 
^pvadictioos. 

This new age of porsoevtfon aiay, how- 
over, be a good. The rely les K fgq j fe have^ 
in aK the conolrles of Europe, been most 
OA the aMo of tmooy. PriesU of nil 
9ori» hwe Ihoitglit, <n have seemed to 
tbink| tyMMiy better for them than free 
go^rnvont ; that is to say, gevemment, 
in wbMi the people hav« their due weight. 
l ib t fty has had nm bitterer enemies than 
tbo ^diseestiag Priests in general. The 
Hethedkts, la England, aie the very pink 
of loyally. These new pranks of the 
BoQPboM and the Pope stagger loyal cant 
OKcaodingly* It does not know what to 
aqr. it It twy angry with the Bourbons 
and 4« Popo for disgracing the cause; 
bttt^otitl, it dares^ not say much against 
tiieai for fear of the just retort of having 
p a ea eha d and prayed for twenty years 
against the Jacobins, who never neddied 
with any body's religion. 

These events will keep working on, till 
ihoy have made all men see what Cossack 
Filasta reallf are. It has long been 
sonileel to every auui witb eyes opent^ that 
tiia Cossack P^iestt bad no regard for re- 
ligion ; thirt tbey f^lowed it as a eaUfaig 
tofetmooey^bf ; liiat tftey imltad agamst 
HMfBeovlet Whove of Babyfon in order to 
cry up tiieir owa particular branch ; that 
tiMf W BO regard fai^lboeesoiila, which 



they appeared to be so aniooi abont ; 
that, in short, it was the projki ef preach- 
ing and prayinic, which alone they looked 
to. But, now, these Iscts must be evident 
to all the world. There is now no mav 
that can avoid seeing thorn. So that the 
Cesaack Priests will. In the end, have lost 
weight by the restoration of despotism and 
persecntion. Tbe new doctrine^ wbicb 
they broached, that mtjf reHghn wae bet- 
ter than tume^ wis very suspicioos. 'There 
are very few persons of forty ycai:s of age, 
who have not, before the French Revoto- 
tion, heard protestant priests solemnly, do- 
olato, that the Romish Chordi tavgbt. 
idoiairy; that its doctrines were damna^ 
hh; that its tS^ct oo mankind was to 
make them commit rc^bertf and murder 
wHhtut remorse. Tliis u notorions. Nay, 
this and much mere, against the Ronniah 
Church, is to be found in the ho9ks^ in tbo 
printed sermonij and otber books of the 
most esteemed protestant priests. .WeM, 
now, what can be worse than dammAle 
doctrines ? What can be morve ia prae* 
dee, than that which makes men commit 
robbery and murder without remorse I 
Have the Cossack Priests been aMe to bad 
out crimes mi>re atrocious thai^ robbery 
and murder ? Have they discovered soaie- 
thing mare calamitous than being damned P 
If they have net, it follows oC necesai^) 
that thfy uttered a falshood, when tbey 
said that any religion was beder than 
none ; or, that they were guilty of •very 
infamous caldmny, whOn they described 
the doctrine and effects of the Cathelicro* 
ligion. They are now in a deft stick* 

The sweet howl, vrhlch they set up 
against the French Revolotioo, was aot 
because it washostile to Religion^ but be- 
cause it was hostile to Priesh ; notbe« 
cause it laughed at the Bible^ bat beoaose 
h abolished T^^thef and Fees. ^' Oh, of 
said they, ^* here is an attack upon Chn^ 
^^ tianilp.'' What ! Has Chrisdaaity any 
thing damnable lu it ? Does ChristianNy 
induce men to commit robbery end mttr* 
der without remorse P ^*Aye, aye," 
said they, ** no matter for that : anyre^ 
ligion \n better thanifom^" Well! but, 
good Cossacks^ hear jos a JHtle, said the 
Jacobnis. We do not meddle with peo- 
ple's eo ns e ieme e s* They may follow any 
religion that tbey please; ooly^ for oaf 
paM, WO are resolved not topqp to Priests 
ofaajfsort. ^^Ohf you heathen I ohi 
<^yott InBdeb^ ohl yoe blasphenRias 



Digitized by 



Google 



ted] 



Mjt 11, 1B1&. 



im 



<* wffKdies f^ Well I but, gentle Cossacks; 
preachers of me^ness and aeif-denial, 
whose kingdom is not of this world ; yon 
who have^ all your lifes, been railing 
against Anti-Christ, do yon blame ns for 
driving out those hordes of Priests and 
Jf onks, who were the battaliooe of Anti- 
chrtst. ^^ ¥es ; fbr mn§ rvHgion is better 
^ than itoTitf'.*' What, then, Is the religioa 
•f Anti<«Chrlst Mler Unn n^ religkm at 
Mf Is 9t to be againsi Chfiftiantty to 
potiown v^nfi^Chritft ? Is it better to be 
j0i^ Anfi-Christ tten to take m part in 
t&edf9pat&^ 

Bbt, yon artfivl hypoci4tes, yon sMidb 
jour hearefs believe, that it was forncif* 
gi0A that yon were atfxiiMit, whMeyoa 
were alarmed only for yomt Hmde and 
ytMrr pwf. ^ Any religion is better thas 
tkotitr * Whatjfhen^liitbettertobaliefe 
/hiikood than fo ha?e i»» belief I is a 
-pvhoned Irowl l^Mcr than no drink at 
M ? If men in general eonld hot lee 
your conduct ta iH true Hght^ how svev 
would you be convpelted to work fov ywN* 
bfMdt Ton ate, howeter, rednoed lo 
sikne^: You are no longer tadkatho and. 
-MM. Why do yon not mnswer ^ One 
wontd fhink that I mnet have stang yon to 
llleiesh befoi^ nnw, if yonr skrn had been 
Alck ws t^n btrtte htdetf. D# yma think, 
mm the dfcT eant tiHl stm eorry yon 
l^Iotlg! Is ^tert^ not ia all your rhow- 
-sands one man to take op his pen In yonr 
dtfasee? Will iio pi^ss give drcalatien 
«9 an 'tfnswerF Send it Ifo ne m xmLwrn- 
scrfpt, and I irtff, at my oim expenee, 
ksre it pVinted and polished. 

fjiaring the OMsack Priests- and the 
Pope and the B^nrbons aodtkeBohfisiic, 
Ht Ilie present,, let me eaH year attenfton 
fo a eorious article In one ef 0nt newB- 
papers, relatiro to the M994i4siffpi and' 
MusouH. It is in theife words, in fhe 
Morning Chronicle of the 6th of May: 
•* The bill for adding a new Fr&tince^ 
■^ JMhna^ to the Unioti^ has passed 
^ through the American House ofJtsiem^ 
^blg. The DESIGNS of the States upon 
•* il» gi^of rroer* Mitfi89ippi and Mif- 
'^iouHM BECOMING EVVSRY DAY 
«MOiiSAFf*ARENt.» 

Now, who wtsnid not suppose, that the 
Wted States were here sMpeded of am^ 
WOtoUf projects dflttvaifon^ or, at leaet^'trf 

9onM fuppose, 'diat the- tenrltory here 
ijfifeeitof) «ad«Uad^4(^ H m Mich be- 



longing to the United States as Himpshire 
is belonging to £ngland ? What would 
any one think of a writer in an Amerioan 
paper, who should lay, that the DESIGNS 
of England npon the riyers Severn and 
Med way were becoming every daj more 
apparent ? One would say, that the nan 
was a^/ / and, perhaps^ the obsertation 
might not be wholly inapplkable io the 
news-paper propsleCoF in this Instance; 
but, I will engage, that fhe nfin, wh^ has 
tent this paragraph to Mr. PcnaY H nb 
fool, tta knows rery n«ell what he U at. 
He h soma Cmnadimi fptctdaior^ or, ra* 
tiior^ Scots speculator in Canada, of which 
deacription of persorn Mr. Ptn«vappeart 
always to have , one, or «ore, at hU 



I do not aconse Mr. Perry of 4h^ etft 
design; bnt, I am swv, that his prt>llea<. 
tions abont Gaoada aod the Bottndariet 
are caknlated t«^ a great dM ef mis* 
cMaf. They'areoilcakied, nnd, hfthk 
tqggasten, nr nothors, #f th%m, HUenStd 
to do mlscWcf^ Tfaoio ponons, whb hiiiy 
he vary worthy men, bowover, in othi^f 
respeatf, wailt to oart-y on ehelt tiMeft 
wM the MKaie within the Bwndati^ of 
thn United Stntes ; and^ for tMs pnypose, 
of iaporlBnoe to tMa, bift ^rf *no^eert1fly 
knportance to iWi nation^ woiM the^ 
plunge Of into a war, Md mate uv, Miiktj 
oonld, puslfc it on to the anfrinnt ol tf rh 
hnndred laHlUhU more of Ofbft 9M. 
nation bar wphHerOst e^9tk'\tk€^ kif^fifng 
o/€anadm; and; is It, then, to be ptunged 
into a war ft? the sake of asserting the 
right of a Cottpaby : of Far^Dira1«r» to 
trcffiok wHtk a band or two of Indiana ? 
Were it remify a tight; aod^.did the ho^ 
naur of ofst countqr demand the eiserflon 
of it, I would be the last m4n i4 •give It- 
np. JBu«, we hiire nb more r^f -on th# 
Banks of the Mlniselppl or the MissetArl^ 
than we ha^e on those of the Danube* 

Yet do I rerily betlere, that the Ihmnni 
$me qua non arose entlrel^ out of tile sugv 
gestions of the Canada ForiDealerr. k 
is notorious, that we iasisted nponr Ame^ 
rfca'i gMng vfi a gpea^ p4n'^ k6^3^^ 
rMoty; that territory Uerin <iie doiMtriift 
here apoken ^ it% iMttfrfbua^ that 11% 
insisted en prohibiting the IFdlttd SMea 
ti^om puivteslng 4 tfr» ltoiy «f tiM Indtone 
in the tanMi ^oaal^. It Is «otnfie«^ 
that, afterr anflMn^ thn tignaldefe«tv^ 
JLalte Cbaaiplain and Nsw OAmm^ etfb* 
tnthe )dal» df the ^im-fm mm. 
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and expending about thirty millions of 
mpnej, to say nothing of the lites lost; 
it is notorious, that, after the Fur- Dealer's 
sine qua non had cost us alt this loss of 
money and of military and naval character, 
■we bad to submit to the deep disgrace of 
haTitig abandoned the iine qua non. What 
tri^iogand conteniptible instruments often 
produce enormous mischief \ 

T^e language of this paragraph of Mr. 
Perrt shows, to me, its source. The 
w.ord ** Province *' is made use of instead 
of ^ State.*' Indiana is a itete Siale^ 
just admitted into the Utiiony the Con- 
atltntion haying provided, that, as toon as 
any new territory shall hare a population 
of 76,000 people, it shall be admitted into 
the Union as a State. Thus, though there 
Were only thirteen States, when Ame- 
f ica became independent, there are now 
eighteen^ or nineteen. Inoiava is a beau- 
tifpl countrj/y S6f era! hundred miles from 
the Atlantic coast ; and, yet, it is here 
called A Province. Then the paragraph 
tays that the American ^^ Assembly** are 
passing a Bill. It Is the Congress^ as yo» 
know J as well as I do. In short, yon 
^ill plainly perceife, that this is a Fur- 
Dealing paragraph ; and, yon may be as- 
sured, Uiat the intention of it is, to excite 
a jealousy in this war-loYing doniinion- 
ff rasping nation against yon. ^^ The DE- 
^^ SIGNS of the States.'* As if year 
goterntnent were about to invade some 
territory belonging to'm! Three thon- 
sand miles of sea and a thousand miles of 
land are nothing in bar of our claims ! 
What impudence and what folly; but, 
especially, what impudence, to think of 
crossing three thousand miles of sea, and 
4hen traversing a thousand miles over a 
country wholly independent of us, there 
to findj in the heart of that country, ter- 
ritory to claim and to fight for! 

Still, however, as to ui, as to the no- 
tiony who have to pay for all these war 
projects of Fur adventurers and East- 
' India adventurers, the foUy exceeds even 
the impudence. I defy any man liring U> 
show, that it is possible for England to 
derive, in any way whatever, any adotm* 
imge from the possession of Canada. It 
c$ji afford her no aid in case of war on 
the. ocean; it has been proved, that it 
.ean do Bothiog for her West-India C^ 
ionies ; it can 'yield no revenue ; the 
manufactAre^ tent thither, and the Fora 
jenl honip) do itot yiidd a gain amount- 



ing to a ten thousandth part Of tlie co.%t «f 
keeping up a Colonial Government and 
an army in the Colony. it can only 
serve for the purpos«c of creating grounds 
of quarrel and of war wttli ^he United 
States, against whose militia it is otferly 
unable to defend itMcdf for a summer 
month. It must always havea great army 
from England, in case of war ; and not«. 
small one in time of peace; while the 
United States can safely hold all it can 
muster in utter contempt. 

For what, then, except for the purposes 
of patronage^ can such a country be held 
as a Colony of Eugland ? To be i pre. 
Captain Henry, the spy- and corruptee 
did set out from Canada on his embassy to 
New England. But,* then, our Mini^era 
most soUmnltf disclotmed any knowledge 
of that mission ; and, all the world knows, 
that thejf would not solemnly assert a wil- 
ful falshood. There may be use in hold- 
ing No?a Scotia for the . sake of the sea^ 
ports ; but Canada cannotpo^t^/j^beof anj 
use at all to this nation. Yet, how many 
milliona has it wrung from (he hard hands 
of English industry! How many thousands 
of people has it placed on the list of pau- 
pers ! One ih^ upon the Lakes, which 
ship has never been used, did, I believe, 
cost more than a million of motfc^. If 
there be another war, she has been buUt 
only to be taken^ the Americans being, at 
this hour, prprided with a complete supe- 
riority of force ; and, if there be no wmr 
for a great many yean, the money, the 
sweat of the English people, to the amoont 
of a million of money, is sunk in the Lakes 
for ever. Perhaps the building of this 
very ship has sent a thousand of the peo- 
ple of England to the pauper list, and 
broken a hundred farmers and tradesmen. 
Mr. CuRWEN, who owes the nation 
something for past errors, might partly 
repay it for his Bill of 1809 ^y moving 
for an enquiry into the state and cost 
of this colony ; and especially into its 
cost at this moment. Nobody will ^ 
it better, if he will but set about it with 
resolution^ and listen to the s^aggestions 
and flatteries of neither ministers nor 
placemen. But, the great mischief of Ca- 
nada is, that it has been, and will be as 
Jong as it la in our possession, the fertile 
source of quarrels with the United States, 
with wl^om it is, so mpch pur interest 
talive in peace and cordial friendship; 
and wJUch peace and friendship never 
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<«ii be of long duration, while Canada k 
retaiu^ bj us^.or wblle we ii>terii\eddle 
iu its affairs. 

In such cases, too, there Is always a 
strong body of interested persons to mis- 
lead the gOTernment at home. Persons 
who have got Uod^ and settlements on the 
frontiers of the ProTiiice ; persons who 
have trading concerns with the IndiaBS. 
There have been, doubtless, faults on your 
fide as well, as on ours ; but, huniaiiily 
shudders at the deeds, which ha?e been 
committed by die savages ; and, more es- 
pecially wheq those deeds are known to 
jbaTe proceeded from the instigation of 
civilized nations; nations of common ori- 
giO) toO| speakLing the same iaugutige, and 
whose mutual interests dictate a precisely 
different line of couduct. If, indeed, the 
independence, the safety, the tranquillity, 
w the honour, of England, was concerned ; 
if the possession of Canada were necessary 
40 any of these, it ought to be retained; 
but,. as the contrary is realty the fact, I 
inoii anxiously hope to see it abandoned. 

\Vm. C03BBTT. 

P S. The Paper-money begins to work 
In the recruiting of the spirits of John Ball. 
The wheat, which, izco months (tgo, sold 
at 6s. a bushel, now sells at very nearly 
12#. a bushel ! 'Fhe moment the Bank Bill 
■was proposed, the rise began ; and, I ex- 
pect to see wheat 15;. a bushel in a month 
or two more, ft may fall again, perhaps, 
after harvest; but, at this prtce^ on an 
average ofyears^ it must remain ; or^ the 
Merest of the Debt cannot be paid. Ma- 
ny ef the farmers; indeed all the small 
and poorer farmers feel additional sufTer- 
ing from this rise. They have sold their 
corn long. ago. Tliey have to buj^ for 

jeed of oats and barley dearer than they 
sold. Some of them have not the meant 
of buying. The rich, who have been able 
to keep their corn, m\\ be richer still. So 
that here is ao effect the most injurious 
and distressing that can be imagined ; and^ 

' indeed, the most unfair and unjust: — what 
most the state of that^quntry bc^ where 
thousands upon thousands of industrious 
farmers and tradesmen, persons of pro- 
perty^ too, without any fault of their own^ 
ilithout any of those accidents commonly 
eajled misfortuaea^liut. merely by the ope- 
ration of a measure of the gofemmeiit, 
may, in any six months, of any year, b^ 
ylunged Into a iflfte of pauperism I Ttili 



is really and Hterallj our c^ne. Howe- 
ver, for the present^ this now supply of 
paper-money wjH produf^e a quieting ef- 
fect. The /a/{d7orfi6' will be satisfied. The 
tenauts and tradesmen will begjn to hope 
again. We shall see few more petitions 
about economj^, John BulFs maw being 
again crammed with paper,. be will stagger 
along without bellowing and roaring. The 
Ministers -were great fools (in their view of 
tliings)nottoscndoutthepaper^vef;noa^ 
ago, if they had done that^ and had done 
it in good stji/le^ ih^y would hare earned 
the Income Tax even at ten per centum* 
They were deceived by their underlinga. 
The Ministers wished to return to gold 
and silver money. They wished^ to be 
able to collect the taxes iu a currcacy of 
fiigh value. They were, accordingly^ lyr 
their underlings, who always, ^^ prophesy 
^' smooth things," told that the thing could 
be done. The real state of the coui^trjr 
was disguised from them. But, when they 
were told by those who had all along sup* 
ported them, that thej/ must qi)it'tbem,or 
give up their estates, they saw that more pa- 
per.money,or that a diminution of the Ci- 
vil List and Salaries and public pay of all 
sorts and a dionnution of the interest of 
the Debt, must take place, or, that they 
must turn out of the ministry. The two 
latter were not to be thought of; and, of 
course, fresh supplies of paper were ^f- 
forted to. But, only think of the effects 
of this sudden change upon all ranks and 
descriptions of people! An estate, sold 
iu February, or even early in March, will 
now be paid for in a currency of vastly 
inferior value to that in which tbebarj^ain 
was made. A debt contracted in Febru« 
ary will now be paid in the same way. 
\\ ages, agreed for last Michaelmas, will 
now be paid to noit more, perhaps, than 
half the amount agreed for. Even day. 
labourers will suffer very much indeed* 
Our labourers at Botley have been, for 
some time, receiving about 18 or 20 pence 
a day. That is to say, the price of a 
bushel oj fiour in a week. Their wag^as 
will not now purchase much more than 
half a bushel; yet it will be some weeks, 
perhap, two months, or more, before 
they will ob&in a rise of day -wages: It^ 
the mean while they must be half starved, 
A>r go to the parish ; and thus a new baich 
of paupers will be created. But it is 
endless to describe (fte evils^ the injustice, 
the cruelty, the cursei, of luch^ syitejp^ 
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And, just mi this rary moment, comes the 
news, that j^ii haye passed a law to es- 
tablish a National Bank! 



THE AMERICAN PACKET. 
NO. II. 

CkaracterofMqfor4jreneralJaccb Brown. 

B9ilcy, XUhArr%L^\%\6. 
Dear Jobn Bull, 
One of the means, which the parasites 
of your press make use of to amuse you, 
is, to put forth biographical anecdotes of 
royal and aristocratical commanders by 
land or by sea. How many volumes 
hare you read, or, rather, gaped at, about 
^* Prince Blucher," and other German 
and Russian Commanders! How many 
rtwordtt, set with diamonds, hare the citi. 
tens of London voted to such men ! Let 
mc, in orde^ to give a little Tariety to your 
reading in this way, relate to you the ac. 
iions, and describe the character of a re- 
publican Genera], decorated with neither 
ribbons nor stars, bearing no other title 
than thitt of his> office, and exerting his 
skill, courage, and perseverance, in no 
other cause than that of freedom, which 
causi% fiidoed, appears to have induced 
him to SI rip o£F the garb of a quaker and 
to put on that of a spldier. 

The American Major Gr^eral 
BftowN, concerning whom I re- published 
(from a Boston paper, called the Yankee) 
an article in a late Number (No. 14, 
vol. SO), is a person really worthy of your 
attention much more thaix all the Russian 
and German Commanders, about whom 
3(0u have heard so much and have made 
sd much empty noise. It is staled, in the 
article, to which 1 have just aHuded, that 
%e M'ds born of quaker parents, and was 
brought up a qnaker, *' in Duck'i County, 
•* Pennsylvania, a little bplow Trenton.^* 
The b^ton Editor has here made two 
fnidtakes. There is no £h(ick*s County iq 
i^eO'i^yltania, and Trenton is in New Jer- 
sey. It tfhould have be^n BufJcU County, 
ftnd I dare say a little bdow New-totan^ 
%6ich is the County-town Of Btick's 
County. And, a^ little men have always 
& hankering aftef HA acquaintance virith 

)[reat men, t am stfongty dtdposed to be. 
ifiv^, that liiad the hononr to. kMW^Is 
^^diratcd «to .bef<iMi»he h^ & fliat> to tire 
^ockelof hUcoftt« There w^ a mdst 



worthy Quaker, whose name was JoAis 
Brown, who had, I think, several sons, 
and who lived not far below New^own^ 
in Buck*s County, His father was one of 
those who went from England with, or 
soon after, William P«*nn. This quaker 
we used to call ** OM John Brown," and 
if alive, he must now he abont 80 years 
of age. He was a very hearty, active, 
and intelligent man 17 years ago. I re^ 
member, that, on a shooting party at his 
house, a Mr. Wm. Cwing and 1 shot at 
single shots, just one hundred partridges 
in ono day ; that is to say, Mr. Ewing 
shot ninety-nine and I shot one. He shot 
just a hundred times, and I, perhaps, fifty. 
If Mr. Ewing, who was a lawyer at E^ilL. 
delpbia, be still alive, as I most sincerely 
hope he is, he will remember this adven- 
ture. 

If, however. Major General Jacobs 
Brown, be a son of old John Brown^ 
(a fact which f should yetj much like to 
know), he inherits no small portion of 
vigour and of spirit from hi^ father, who, 
thpugb always aQuak^, had kept upack 
of hounds in bis younger days, and was 
not a man to turn the left cheek, if 
smitten on the right.* Be this matter o# 



* .Something of the clMracter of J^Iia Brown 
may be Katlicred from the following aneedote^ 
wliich I had from him>elf. A great nwny years 
before tiie date of the relntion to me, his ho«M 
w«a broken o^a in tbe niKHu Tlte t'ainily wettt 
awaked by mmi furions barkinf; of Uie lioanda. 
Wiien he and his people, or brotherK, or whoever 
eUe it miglit be, vi^nt down aiairs, in order to 
go to the kennel lo sec what yran the mattery 
they Ibund, that a clicAt ai aonie sort tad hee« 
broken opien* and that the robbers bad gone otf^ 
with a little box which biid been lorked ap in the 
ctieat, and which contained money, title deeds, 
and, perhaps, tome other things of valae. At it' 
lota to know wJiaC cottr<e t* take in p«r.«ait, Htm. 
Brown oaUed oat to somebody to Ui out $kc^ 
AoimdSy ¥riiike he and some other person, or per- 
sons, saddled their horses. The hounds b^dg 
brought to the door, from whi<ih the robbers htH 
starred, and being properly cheered oi^ look to 
theacent, aed away tbty wient al foil ory just aa 
if they luid been afiter a fos. The robber» cross- 
td a river (or trnk) ; l>«it, oter went the hoottdS 
Slid hnnt^n after them. The chaee ended hi 
•atiehifig HM MbbetSi w<ia wcm with dtftonky 
aared from the doir*. Tbey-were lodged m New- 
town jail, m>dt after some time, confesfedf t 
deJieve, that they had thrown the tittle bdx Uti& 
thi ereik, npon perceiving that the honndi were 
at nha^ b^eti. tUm the robbete were <leali witit 
I do oot rtcoMect -, bivt tim box waaaOtiglita^ 
ia the ertek, an4. recovered. Xhia ose^ ta be 
cke^ by Mr. Brewo, as ^ t^Nnphaat answer tn 
alt those Qaaker ffieods, who used to eeateud- 
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parentage, howerer, as it may, it is cer« 
tain, that onlf 10 years ago, General 
Brown, now the ComnAnder-in^Chief of 
the United States Troops, was the Master 
€ff a Quaker-Schoolin the city of New- 
York. 

The great serrites, whiek this gentle- 
DMtn performed fot kis country on tke 
Canadian fh>ntTer, dtirtng the last war; 
the aetrtity, intelligence, and conrage 
wbicfa he disphyed, first as k mere tolun. 
teer officer, nrtt as a commander of miti* 
tia, and lastly as an Officer of the liega- 
lar army, were of a kind and attended 
with consequences, that justly eall«d 
forth the admiration and gratitude of his 
coihitry. But, his American Biographer 
has omitted one particular trait in his 
eondt^ct, doring the last campaign, which 
above ail others, ought to have lieen noti* 
ced, becanse it is so well calci|hited to gi?e 
the readei- a eonrvct idea of the character 
of the man. After the battle of Niagara, 
I believe it was (for I cannot ind the 
dotniments), In which battle one of his 
Aid-de.Camps had been wounded mor- 
tally ,an<J carried off as a prisoner by 
General Drummond*s army, General 
Brown pressingty requested an exchange 
of this Aid-de-camp, for whom he was 
willing to give up an officer of ours of 
superior rank. This request was refused, 
unless he would Jhst send in the English 
Officer. General Brown, informt*d by this 
time, th4t his Alct-de-camp was dead^ sent 
in, nevertheless, the English Officer, as 
an eqaivaient for his dead Aid-dieiucamp, 
ishdse corps be actually received in re- 
urn! 

This was an act worthy of Napoleon 
Himself. But, what is most worthy 6f onr 
attention, is, that General Brown has 
mixed the soldier^ all along, with thefar' 
rner and tettler. Called forth, time after 
time, in defiance of his country, he has 



that hoQods were of no km. Tlie facts here re- 
laledf ao4 wliirli ure well knowu to hoadreds of 
pen^ns in Biiek** CTdTmty, add aoother iiMUMtee 
So Ihe thoN«Midii opon record, wMoh are otlcn- 
laft»d to carMte ureat douhu upon the »iU\iect of 
the cau«a «*f liie discernment in dumb aiiiniaN. 
Was it mrt iutinci which tanght these booncU 
hy set up »'»rli ail eatraordinary on (-cry opos this 
Ila«tiriil«ir o<.raai(«l^ Vfm it mme.imlimd tk»V 
nrgcd ihem ta pasli on upon tht mmi^ 9f mmh to 
hoal whom was not tb^r oatore. nor «vcr bad 
been their praotice ? 1 thwld like to hear these 
ouettlona answered hy seoie oae wfa« hu^odM- 
thefol^t. 



again and again returned to rasoipe ik$ 
arts of peace. He has built a floorishing 
village, called ^^ Brown' i VUkj'' whiah 
is now the Head Quarters of the Army «f 
the United Sutes. What a character is 
here for us to contempkite ! Not a mere^ 
nary who fights and kHlt for merepo^/ 
, not a man wba Mlows imr as a trmie^ 
and who^ has no pretension (o any right Ub 
investigate the merits of tho iiaH9^ in 
which he kkaws bis sword, but a nan^ 
ongagnd in the gteat work of education 
and cMHxation; a man, wbo, out of 
mecnfl wholly of his own droating, is rait^ 
lag^np a village with one- hand, while, 
with the otSier, be directs the thonder of 
Ms coantry against its menacing Inva* 
ders. 

While America has such men hs this t^ 
her bosom, she has nothing to tekr ; and^ 
it must be confessed', that the tery state 
of society, in that cduntry, is ealculated 
to prodooe such mea. 'I'be dlstknce^ in 
many cases, of settlements fVom each 
ether ; the adventwrons spirit and p^rso^ 
nal hardihood and courage nikurally en* 
gendened' by new, various and grand 
scenes in nature, and by the toil and 
danger inseparable from first settlements ; 
the ingennity and adroitness brought forth 
by that great molher of invention, necet^ 
sity ; and the wonderfuil skiH, which priic 
tice from infancy, has givtm t4ie Americans 
in the most destructive irea|}en df wan 
these, ami other causes that might be mcna 
tfoncd, will always provide America with 
able Generals, if, unhd.ppi4y, sbe shall 
kave occasion for fheAt agaM. 

Now, Jobn BttH, ita eoncltidlng. this 
article, let me beseech yOn to lodk at th^ 
United States* Ton will ^n6y that their 
have a frontier of fi,000 nrilM iiV extent,, 
at least. That odr Provinces of Canada 
lie beside them; that there are several 
nations of savages not always peaceably 
incHned; that there are some Spaniards 
to watch in another qnarter ; that th^re 
are numerous Forts to garrison ; and y^ 
that the peuce army of the United StotM 
consists of only six thousand men, 

Wlf« COBBEfT* 



Statb op IrkulJM)' 

{CsmtimUfm^ffii^4X%) 

Ho (IxMrd Lherpooi) w«*most witting 

taadmit liiarltiiesysiteniefgoteiiiaitotestaH 

blished originally for Ireland, and whicb 
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luul long prtralled, bad bden radically de- 
fpCtivfB and vicious. {Hear.) It was a 
«jt^tejn of short-sighted policy, that sacri- 
ii^ed the real interests of Ireland to the 
supposed interests of Great Britain— he 
caUed them supposed interests, because 
true and enllgbtened policy demanded 
that the prosperity of each should be 
equally promoted, since the one could not 
flourish while the other was in decay. 
(Uearfhcar,) He cojuld not allow, how- 
erer, that daring the present xeign that 
mistaken system had been pursued; on 
tba contrary, Tor the last fifty years, a 
system of concession to, and of accumu-. 
lattOD of benefits upon Ireland had been 
iniariably supported; and in farour of 
this aascrtion he could quote the opinion 
jsrenof a Noble Baron opposite, deli? ered 
in a former session. The whole plan had 
be^ altered, and e? ery exertion had be^i 
used to ameliorate the stale of Ireland; 
but^ becanse much had been done, he did 
9ot mean to state that no more should be 
littampted. In fact, progcessire improve* 
ment was m fresh spur to peneTerance ; 
and if fundamental differences existed be- 
tween the two sides of the House upon 
some important points, it was not on that 
account ni cess^ry that it should shut its 
e^es upon measures of benefit to Ireland. 
For himself, and for his colleagues in of. 
fico, he could lay his band upon his heart 
and say, that whenever a qnestion had 
^iscn between England and Ireland, the 
advantage had uniformly been given to 
the latter : in proof of this statement, he 
needed only to refer to the Com Bill of 
Inst year, which, if it were of doubtful ad- 
vantage to England, was of certain bene- 
fit to Ireland. It was not his wish to un - 
fkrvahie the evils under which Ireland 
stiU Ikbonred, but it could not be ques- 
tioned that they were rapidly disappear- 
ing: within the last fifty years her pros- 
.perity had increased beyond that ol any 
other country in the world. As the agri- 
puUorc of England had doubled, and that 
of ScotUcM) had trebUd, it was not unfair 
to assert tJhat the agriculture of Ireland 
.ba4 qiudrvpled ; since tlie Union, her 
f^tpm.erce had been carried to twice its 
former extent. It was undoubtedly true, 
that in the course of the last summer it 
)i been found expedient to put in force 
oiawiior lecnring the internal tranqnil- 
titjr of Irdaad^ and the conduct of Go^ 



vernmeat in this respect ha4*«net with the 
approbation of all parties: it might be 
said, that this tact proved the existence of 
some evils; and thfi question, therefore, 
r4*5olved itself to this — what were tho&a 
evils ? As to the disturbances which exp- 
iated last year, t^i during the period 
when a Noble Duke opposite (Bedford) 
was at (he head of the Irish GorernoKnti 
his Lordship was convinced that they were 
to be ascribed only to the lawless and dis- 
solute conduct of some of the lower or- 
ders of tlie inhabitants, and not to any 
fret fulness at prevailing religious distinc- 
tions. Since the operation of the insnr* 
rection act, the outrages had been direct- 
ed indiscriminately against Catholics and 
Protestants, without the intervention of 
religious animosities. What then was the 
fair conclusion ? It was, thjit the amelhi 
oration so much desired by all was to be 
accomprK«ihed by the education and re- 
finement of the lower classes—by incul- 
cating principles^ and encouraging habits 
of order and tranquillity, (lleary hear.) 
All experience showed that this was the 
best and the only remedy. About a cen* 
tury ago the situation of Scotland was 
nearly similar to the state of Ireland at 
present. By a work written by a Mr. 
Fletcher, of Saltoun, it appeared that in 
1698 there were no less than two hundred 
thousand mendicants in Scotland, who 
lived under no subjection, obeying neither 
the laws of God nor man; that fathers 
among them incestuously cohabited with 
their daughters, and brothers with their 
sisters ; that they assembled to feast and 
riot during many days, and that men an3 
womeuj perpetually intoiicated, indulged 
themselves in most horrible oaths and blas- 
phemies. What was the condition of the 
lower classes in Scotland at the present 
day ? They were even more orderly, re- 
gular, sober, and industrious, than the 
peasantry of England, and all crimes were 
of less frequent commission — not from a 
better administration of civil and criminal 
justice, not from a more effectual repre- 
sentation, for in both these respects Eng« 
land had the advantage, but from the im- 
prored state of civilization.— The same 
means that produced these effects in the 
one case would not fail in the other ; and 
a cotnmission had been regularly appoint- 
ed for the purpose, from which some im- 
jiortant bene&ts ^ bad already re^Ued» 



Digitized by 



Google 



69?} 



MiT 11, 1816. 



L5^ 



without the Ineerposition of ParffartiCTit, 
which persons of all persuasions hnrf 
deemed ipexpiulient. It was a proj inline 
now indulged by few, that legislation 
coald accomplish objt^cts in thi<i case which 
in no other it hati e^er attained. The 
points upon which the Nob^ Marquis had 
touched were— I. The Catholic question; 
%, Tithes; 3. Grand Juries; 4. Fhe ap- 
pointment of Magistrates; 5. Finances. 
UpoB each of these he (Lord L.) would 
say a few words. As to the Catholic 
qoM^n, heaf(rerd in the general propo- 
sition of the Noble Mover, but be doobt- 
ed its application ; whatever the merits or 
demerits of tliat subject of ret)eated dis- 
cussion mit^ht be, he was firmly convinced 
that it had no connexion with any of the 
evils of IroUnd, and that concession io 
the claims of the Catholics would have no 
Bensible etfect in preventipg the disturb- 
ances so often lamented— ^the same seeds 
of discontent would still remain. With 
r€^ard to the Catholic daim.i, he (Lord 
L.) had. ever considered it a simple ques- 
tion — convinced that guards and seeuritii>s 
frequent* J debated could be of no afail, 
and that the point to be decided waa 
merely that of concession or non-conces- 
^o. (Hear^ hear /) lie could assure the 
Noble Marqui^ that the subject of tithes 
had occupied the most serious attention 
of Gofernraent: the principle no doubt 
was, that the right to tithes stood on the 
aame footing in Encland and Ireland, but 
the propriety qf a fair commutation in the 
latter under the pecnliar circumstances, 
'Iwas a Yery different question, and his 
Lordship was inclined to think that such 
a commutation mij^ht be effected. The 
Jate SeCVetary for Ireland had bestowed 
orach time upop the topic, without yet 
coming to a definite conclusion ; and un- 
less some Noble Lord should come for- 
ward with some outline of a feasible plan, 
hb Lordship would oppose the hasty in- 
terposition of Parliament. As to the 
third poiiit, which related to Grand Ju- 
rleSy he admitted that great e? lis existed ; 
hot the notice of the other House of Par- 
liament had been last year directed to it; 
a Committee had been appointed, and he 
1>eiieved a bill had been prepared, which 
It was hoped would afford an effectual re- 
'0iedy. If their Lordships did not think 
it expedient to wait nntil that bill should 
be sent from the Commons, he had not the 
slighteit objection to a previous investi* 



gfttfon. He ^ not m«tn to deny, in the 
present state of Ireland, when so many^ 
persons of property and' character \teTip 
non-resident, that Improper individuate 
were sometimes included in the commis- 
sions of the peace ; but he most firmly be* 
lieved that the magistrfttet selected were 
in general selected from the most respect* 
able inhfibitants, for whose appointment 
Mini^tem were responsible. His l^rt|<« 
ship could not, therefore, assent to the 
project thrown out of a aeparate commis* 
sion for the noQii nation of magistrates in 
Ireland, by which the Crown wonM be 
there deprited of its acknowledged prero. 
gative. As to the last point — the finances 
of Ireland— his Lordship did not think it 
necessary to folk>w the Noble Marquis 
through the details into which he had eu« 
tered : three Committees had already 
made fi|ll reports upon this complicated 
subject ; and be was happy to be able to 
state, that it was the intention of Mmis- 
ters, imitiedtately after the recess, to bring 
forward a general system of consolidation 
for the treasury departments of both 
Great Britain and Ireland, which he 
hoped would meet with the wilting sane* 
tion of both branches of the I^statnro, 
4f the Noble Marquis was desirous that 
the House should be provided with infer* 
mation which it did not now possess, the 
reports of the Committees upon the fi* 
nances of Ireland might be laid npon the 
table. After all, as he had stated, the 
great, indeed the sole effectual remedy for 
these grievances, was the bettering of the 
state of the poor, which had been much 
retarded by the non-residence of persona 
of fortune, and which, neirt to education, 
would most tend io the cif iHxation of the 
natives of Ireland. He admitted tha 
pressing nature of this question, and the 
importance of rendering Ireland a source 
of riches and of strength ; but he did not 
think that a single practical object coutd 
be attained by the motion of the Noble 
Marquis. The intervention of the antho* 
rity of Parliament might excite expecta- 
tions that could not be gratified, and per^ 
haps retard or defeat the very object in 
view, by imprudent precipitateness in np* 
medies of slow but certain operation. 

The Earl of Rossltn thought, that as 
it seemed generally agreed that the o^ 
mode of remedying the evils of IreUtfrd 
wits by the introduction of good and #ise 
laws, a Committee ¥ras the best place for 
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c^-by tlM •eeo«llt-«C 4be Bank prMaird- 
liigi fn die t»afij part of-liMyvtis tkat 
Hit ir«t n«4iee of Hie iivtoiftlon «f the 
Gofemment to ppopote tl|e renewal of 
ifae'ffAttrkttoii (Hul been gived^ fio/ if» Pmr* 
Ummmu^ bittai ike Bmnh* w$eeiinf[9. 
£ll««r5 hean, h«er!]**-Wlieii ibe seeeiMi 
bm^l^abi wsa v0bnt«d between the Baiik 
•Ml Ui^ Ga y w maet^ end the reslrictwi 
WM Mftttot^ed, m rise took pbtoetn the 
nHe# ef ttank Stock to tbe emotiiit, he 
Mfoftedi, of near 18 per eeiH. Wat it 
fi^i e«4i«oNlivtary 4bat the most tgnerant 
bayer of Bank tkock ebemld be aware 
i^tii thia Bill waa an advantage to that 
< p< eia i of property not to be nhtsed? 
Tho propoaat to j renew the Eettriciion 
Ait for two years wtat a inoat eitraordi-^ 
Miry aioaoiiro, wbon cooipared with i}{e 
OKleasion of ft at a fotMor periodic It 
t»aa known with what troiibltng aniiety 
In If97< fix weeks and aix wecka bad 
been added to tko tern of the Act^ and 
-witb wbat oantion in. 1909, the Goforn* 
nent, Mmpacting tba peace of that year 
wna preeariooi, bad proposed ibort ex«- 
tenttoBB of (he rettrietien. firen after 
tbo pHoeiple (an ifoorant and fatal prtn* 
olpla be eonoehred it to be) of making the 
r e ttri ction a war mcature bad been adopt- 
ed, it bad ahrayi been 4otefniined that it 
•booM eeaie rlxmontbt* alter ih% eooolO'- 
l)ot> of peae^. And last year, when 
iiiirely the peace did not present sack a 
proapect of dwration as at present, it was- 
on^ eaiendoil to a fixed day (Joly 6) in 
Ibe MIowing Session. Bat now> it was to 
be extended two years without any rea- 
son, unless it was to be understood as 
ike price of ike lomti whick ike Bmnk was 
io odnonce* Tlie question of the restric- 
tion had of late l>een put on a new 
gronod, by connecting it with the agri* 
caltaral distresses. But why, if the Bank 
Reatriction was to be grounded on the 
agricultural distresses, why was it to be 
eontimied for two years ? Was not every 
ctee more and aiore oonrinced e^tij day 
that the distress would be a temporary 
erii ; why then was not the realrietion of 
a short dnratton? Only with a view to 
tke bargain between tba Bask and the 
T«easary« He knenr tiiis woold not be 
•rowed, baoaoio tkc Homm moM aot 
sbflietien IhArestricaon^if ptoofti on that 



He vouid put it tA arer^r. 
indsy s a d eatCeirtlenian mho. Mt lor.tb« 
oonntry ^or -lor bia own propei^ wbetber 
l» wBonbLoonwat io ronew ibe roatrietioa 
witbout any idea of tke^tooods od wbiek 
it waaulniefided, and witbont any. soowity 
that nieana abould be taken for imawing 
tba payments^ Andj Imm^ h§k sboiabi ffcw 
mark^Hi error into .fvbicbaeaiebad failMi 
respecting, bia opinbws, tboagh it conW 
only have bappeaed to ^Imso who be<l 
paid twy ittUe atttatioo to them* Ue keii 
never $aid ikai on Ofyr ooe,dbiy ike 9iimk 
sktuM beopemedjpr p^ffment^ bat tkatjia 
tlmesiioiild be lust in,gi^ii>g the e«fieti7 
full assurance that payweftts w>on)d be re* 
newed, and in taking speedy. mea$««res 
that this might be dune with xafipty* /f ho 
measares wtuob had bi^ea siM)e<s«i.vely .pro- 
posed ^o Fariianteftt, wet e ^ put o|^ pot 
only tba cash payments, bot tlie co^ider- 
ation of. th<» means of a^Un. liringfng 
them about. He wool4 ask jkhe Hous^ 
did they not fi^l some, anxiety on tbia 
head? Had they.fsjt oo^^rii^ from, tbo 
long snspensioA .of ca&h .pa^faen|a2 
Wens they jensible of no ^ot As after 
all that had passed in t)io^isciisai<Hi of.lho 
AgricultoraJ . EKstreaSi . djursng wiiiqli no 
one had been hardy ^^noiigb to depy ikit 
a great evM had arisen frofn tba snddon 
dest rnction of the artificial prioea ?. £.HeM|^ 
hearl] Woold. any ma.a aay.tbat .tbi»e 
had not been d gre0 ci¥«H^ M ike value 
ofmone^^, Wbattlikw^owMlg tpfli|§bt 
be disputed; but, (er his. own pa^'t, be 
had not the. least doubt. .From iaqua- 
riea which he bad made, and feomlbt ac- 
coanta on the table, he was convinced ikai 
agreoier and more sudden redndien^n^ iJm 
drc^UoHng medmmkiklpeper iafc^^pfaee 
in ofyr couairgf Inan.kad iakem^ f^^ue fmce 
ike peace im ikis country teiih ihe exfeip^ 
Hon oftkoie redaciiaui tekich kad kofpoM* 
ed tft France afier ike HfieHnrippi^scfl^me^ 
and f^er ike deitrueiion ef ike ^s^gnaii. 
He should not go inio the. qi^tiojs haw 
tbis reductioA iiad ^een cffecb^, tl^ugb 
it was a verp curieue one, aod4i^i|iided 
in lllustratiqoa of the principles whkb.had 
been so mudidiape^itt that Ho^ae. The 
cedarotton of the curroncj |iad origiMted 
SIS lAe pre9i^u9 faU^.ike pricey ^. ^gri- 
ealturalpKodace. . TldsCsli bad pro^oced 
a destvuclaon of tba eoamtxy bank papfr 
toan extent which would not bfvf beea 
tjioogbt poaaii)le witbeu^ n^^ nw than 
hadensn^ Tke J»wifc tf J g »l t<f p 4 * fl^ ^ 
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of 90 rmUtced ii9 issuer ^ as appc«ml bf 
the atcoHDts recently preMiMedf tkeava^ 
mge amount t)f tbalr carraioy w«t »ot, 
during the list year, more tHaa bstween 
?5 ami 96 mUiivDs; wliiU two years^ago 
it had been nearer 20 ini)liona» and at ene 
tim^ e.yen amoanted to 91 milUoriR. But 
withoat lookiog t6 the dimiiMtion of the 
Bank of £iiglaBd paj^r, (he reduction of 
<he country |Miper was enough to ucc^imt 
forfhe fiUi whkh had taken jduce. A no- 
iUer eril which had resahed from the state 
•f tbe euffeircy, which he had foreseen 
and predicfed, but which had been deemed 
Tisidnary, was, that during ihewar ue 
had borrowed moneg^ uhidt ttu$ then of 
small value; and tee toere now obliged to 
pay it at a high value. This wa§ the moit 
Jormldable evil which threatened own fi» 
nancee^ and though he had too high an opi« 
nion of the retources of the country^ and 
of the wisdom of the Governmentj to de- 
epaity he was appatied when he coDSide^ 
the immense amounts of the interest of the 
debt contracted in that artijkiul currency y 
compared with the produce of the taxes. 
These were the two grand inconTeniences 
which had resulted, and it was to be re 
membered, that the great difierence during 
the former discusakms on these subjects, 
was not so much in the theoretical as in the 
practical question. The late Minister, Mr. 
Perceral, who had no general principle 
on the subject, thought that to revert to 
€Mh payments in time of war would be so 
difficult that It was not worth the hazard* 
He (Mr. H.) though he thought that the 
renewal of the cash payments was a matter 
whidft required caution and preparation, 
thought that tbe true policy was to meet 
the difficulty at once, and thai it was a 
fallacy pregnant with eril to suppose that 
any lasting benefit could be derived from 
so iaetittOtts a state of the currency. The 
erent had decided the question, but turn- 
ing from these results, and looking for* 
ward to the operation of this restriction 
in time of peace^ it would leave us wkh* 
out any known or oertain standard of mo- 
ney to regulate the transactions, not only 
between the public and its creditors^ but 
between individuals. The ctrreucy w hich 
wps to prcTail was not -only uneertain but 
eruel and dujust in its operation at one 
tfane upon those whose ineome was fixed 
in money, and to all credttort"-«t 
another ttifie, When by some accident it 
wa» ^Buinbhed in aannnt, to all debimre. 
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WMn^ttMsan nvli 
thcntitntkMief a«ii«, %i 
prademt Qawwuftsmii fHefir IJ— If A^ 
looked at the Agricnlu»»l inierekt^ wee 
not a fluctuation of prieea the greatest «f 
evils to the fanner I \ For snppoaing pri* 
oes > were fixed and aleady, , it- was in* 
dilforent to him what was this standard 2 
[U^r, h^ar I J Persona who were.anraaa 
c>f ^e importance of this subject must 
be surely- anxious to know .whether there 
were any imperatiTe reaeens for eontiaa^ 
iog the present system, to.knnw whether 
it was intended to rerrri to the old sys* 
tern, and if not now, when that system 
would be reverted to, andwhat would be 
the best means for bringing about that 
measure. This was the object far which 
he proposed to appoint the CommttAet, 
that the House might know something of 
the tree stain of the cata beCore thef 
plunged into thesyitem of the Chanoelior 
of the Exchequer. He hoped they niight 
hear the opinion of the Chanoelior of jLhn 
Exchequer, and know on what grounds 
the Bill was now proposed, and what 
were the clrciunstanoeswheni they might 
revert to cash payments. [Hear, heart] 
If he looked at the profesMons of fonMr 
times, he was at a loss to know how ts> 
apply them. The reoMons for con t inu ing 
the restriction had been said to b e enr 
great foreign expenditure--tha necftsity 
of importing oom*-4he high price of the 
precious metals— > and the unfaronrable 
state of the exchange. Theie subjects 
had created much controrersy, which ha 
should not now renew, but which he did 
not shrink from, and which he thnufh t k 
probable he might hare an opportunity 
again to discuss; for, if the present sys- 
tem were persisted in, th€ eschang^ 9mA 
the price of gold would be very nnsaiis^ 
factory to the Bank and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. The opinions which ha had 
formerly given had receifed a strong and 
unexpect^ confirmation by late events ; 
but he had already modified the opinion 
which he had formerly given as to the 
price of gold. — When^ by t)ie depre- 
ciation of the currency, gold'^as per- 
manently separated from paper^ it was 
subject to all the Tartations in price of 
any other article of merohandise. On 
this snbjact it waa to be remarked, that 
in last year, a year of peace, gnld^ 
thon^ lower than U had previously haen^ 
was net er below 4/. Sr. wUib waa efnal 
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to tfie HflMoIe eJT At alleged depreeittion ; 
bttt DOW that tbe towiry banks iMui called 
in their paper, k had fi^len Dearly to and 
wonld soon be qnite as low as the nrini 
price. Lei oot the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man flatter hhnflelf that if the Bank of 
JEngland were to issue their notes to that 
extent, which they were like to do upon the 
enactment of his Bill, the Country Banks 
would not return to their former fraetice^ 
and the rate of prices be tweeted fry that 
practice. The Honse should therefore be 
prepared for such consequences, and in 
daytime consider how to provide against 
them. To afford an opportnnity for that 
consideration was the object of his mo- 
ftoD, and he hoped the honse would see 
the propriety of acceding to it. The 
high price of bnllfon, the rate of exchange, 
the importation of foreign grain and the 
anonnt of our foreign payments, which 
itett on a former occasion pleaded as 
reasons for ^\e restriction of cash pay- 
tnents by the Jdank, could not now be 
nrged^ because those reasons no longer 
existed. Therefore (lie Right Hon. Gen« 
tleman (the Chancellor of 6ie Exchequer) 
who urged those reasons on the occasion 
aHoded to, was called upon in consis. 
tcncy?to support his motion, in ordOr to 
ascertain how it became necessary, after 
the cessation of those reasons, to oontimte 
the restriction. For himself, he could 
hot conceife, after those reasons bad 
ceased to exist, the measure could be jus^ 
tilM« He had heard of publlMtions, co- 
pies of which were pretty widely circu- 
lated, and the olnect of which was to 
shew, that if Bank-notes xtere issued in 
the same abundance as they formerly were^ 
prices would again rise^ and (fie farmers 
be consequently benefited ; that therefore 
H would be a good thhfig for tlie country, 
thah grain might probably again rise to 
lOO shillings a quarter. But 1^ fMr. H.) 
could not suppose the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man prepared to support his measure 
tipon such grounds: or that he would be 
an adro^^te fo* the issue of Bank-notes, 
with a Tiew to raise the price of grain. 
For if the Right Hon. Gentleman woufd 
do so, ha mast become the adTocate of 



one of the ffio^ momiraue pt<^t$ that 
had efeer been imaging. Projects some- 
what similar had no doubt been brought 
forward and tried during tbe Regency 
in France and about tbe same 6rao 
in this country, but the result proyed 
their fallacy. Both GoTcmments were, 
howe?er, in these cases, the dopes of pro- 
jectors. But if the Right Honourable 
Grentleman should press such a pi^oject as 
that to which he had alluded, he (Mr. V.) 
would not be a dupe. No — ^the Right 
Honourable Gentleman would be a projec- 
tor himself. This course, howerer, he 
could not suppose the Right Honourable 
Gentleman prepared to pursue. In what 
he had said, the Honourable Member did 
not wish H to be understood that his ob- 
ject was to hare cash payments resumed 
immediatdy, but ^at steps should be im- 
mediately taken vrlth a riew to that re- 
suvption— that the Bank sboukl set about 
tt— that the Directors should prepare for 
the resumption — that indeed both Govern, 
ment and the Bank should set about mea- 
sures to i^eliere the Right Honourable 
Gentleman from the dilemma in which he 
was placed by the remoral of those causes 
which he haa formerly assigned to justify 
this restriction. He (Mr. H.) would not 
specify any thtoe within which this restric* 
tion should be remored — he would not 
eren mention two years, but he could not 
help thinking that it was the duty cf Go* 
v$rnment and the Bank at once to set about 
the means of accomplishing that effect 
which the public had a right to expect. 
Necessity was the only reason erer urged 
to justify thra restriction 5 and when the 
necessity ceased, the country naturally 
expected that the restriction should cease 
also. The Hon. Member here proceeded 
to discuss che second branch of his motion, 
namely, the best means by which the Bank 
might be enabled to resume his payments 
in cash. He had, he said, already obser- 
ved, that he would not specify any time at 
which that resumption should take place, 
bat he felt it highly desirable that mca- 
sures should be taken with a view to that 
resumption. 

(Tb be Continued.) 



I^rrntettand ^blUhed by and Ibr \f nr. CoBitarr, Jon. No. I9f, Sttaud; where all CopanunicaUoaa 
(p08» paid) »ctdi>ewd 1^ tbe g#fr,art rcy asled io be litrwariid. 



Digitized by 



Google 



COBBETT S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 



Vol. XXX. No. 20.] LONDON, SATURDAY, MAY 18, 1816. [Price K.jd 



60D] 



[610 



TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

fVho have written to me <m the iubjed of 
taking ManUicript out to America* 

HaTing settled with persons to take oat 
in June and in Augutty I shall not have to 
trouble any of those gentlemen, to whom 
I hare not written bj post. In the nuro* 
ber before last I ga?e an accoont of the 
iawi of Emigration^ as far as related to 
the power of prerention, possessed by this 
GoTernment« Bot, in answer to a Cor- 
respondent, who asks me, what the law 
will say to him in America, after he has 
landed in that country, it is necessary to 
g\we him, and others in a similar state, 
some information. There is no Alien Act 
in America. The Secretary of Slate has 
not there the power of sending English- 
men out of the country, as the Secretary of 
State in England has the power of sending 
Americans out of this country. An Eng- 
lishman, or an Irishman, or a Scotsman, 
or any other man, once landed in America, 
may, if he conform to the settled laws of 
that country, set at de6ance, if need be, 
the Secretary of State, the Judges, the 
houses of Congress, and the President. 
Ue may safely enjoy his property, prac- 
tice his profession or craft, carry on his 
trade or commerce, in any place that he 
chooses. There are no Corporations or 
Guilds with exclusive priTileges. No 
poor creatures, who, as it were in mock- 
ery, are called free^men. All are really 
free ; and, when a man lands in the coon- 
try, he may go where he pleases, settle 
where he pleases, stay as long as he pleases, 
and come away when he pleases. What- 
ever he earns, he may spend if he like, 
or, if he like^ he may save, at Icmit, a part 
of it. Emigrants, according to the law, 
as it now stands, cannot note at elections 
for Congress-men and President, until 
they have resided in the country^e^er/r#, 
and have thus been there the time required 
to entitle them to be considered Citizens of 
the United States ; and, moreover, it is 
necessary, that, at the beginning of the five 
yearsj they make and cause to be recorded 



a declaration of their intention to become 
Citizens at tlie end of the fi^e years. The 
reasons for this law are, that, without 
some test, and time of probation, persons 
sent by corrupt and malicious govern* 
ments, might go to America, become citi- 
zens, perform some infamous services un- 
der that character, and*then be off again. 
There are, too, some rales of the law of 
nationiy in operation in wartime, the jnst 
and honest ol>9enrance of which require, 
that his character of Citizen should not be 
assumed, and cast off again, in the course 
of a few weeks* But, in the meanwhile^ 
the man who goes from England, is just as 
completely under the protection of the 
ordinary laws of the land as an American 
is. He enjoys every^right and every pri- 
vilege, ezcept those of elect hig lawgivers 
and of being elected a lawgiver ^ and, at 
the end of five years, he may fill any office 
in the Country, except only that of PRE. 
SIDFTNT, the Constitution requiring, that 
the Chief Magistrate should be a native of 
the Unrted States. Bu4, it it not /or spe« 
cnlators in politics that this information Is 
intended. It is intended for industrious 
and high-spirited men, who wi&h to enjoy 
the fruit of their own earnings, and to 
creep and crouch to nobody. The news- 
papers fell us of flocks of people of pro- 
perty, going from the borders of Switzer- 
land, descending the Rhine and the 
Scheldt, in order to embark for America ! 
No wonder ! Alien Bills and boundary 
guards work powerfully in the peopling 
and enriching of the United States. The 
mindy ih^very soulj all that is worth saV" 
ing alive, of the French nation, will have 
gone to America, if the Bourbons remain 
on the throne for five years. What rest^ be- 
hind win be the dregs ; not the lees or the 
grains, but the mere dirt at the bottom of 
them. The alembic of d^spottstu is at 
work in Europe to send off the spirit to 
the land of real freedom. Bad enough, 
lamentable enough, is the fate of the peo- 
ple of Europe now : what would it tiAFQ 
been, if Mr. Madison had bt en ^' depoaedJ^ 
and the freedom of America overturhcdi 
What would have beep the situation ol 
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the worlds if the •♦*• ••*♦•• 

had ' become the rolers of llid United 
States ! the Tcry idea make? one shake 
with indigtutioA and rage. 



to tue 

PbOPLB 9W TRB UlflTKD StATES OT 
AtaEKtCA. 

LETTER Xlff, 

John tiutts great Lotlerif.^John Biitti 
bulwark in Peace, — John Suites Coun- 
ierbt^» 

IhlU^, t¥Sk ilf«y» i8i«. 

YoQ hare Lotteries in your country, 
kud, I Chink, it would be a great deal bet- 
ter for your raoiSits if" you ^ad none. 
Qualify the Ihfnc how we pTease, be the 
object ot it what It may, gtill it Is gaining ; 
h fs, at the very best, a game at hazard. 
ft is an endeatour to get money Out of 
the pockets of others, by exciting in tho^e 
Others^ k hope, which, upon the zchoie^ 
mustcSfnecessky beyii/5^; and, where is 
Ihere ftoy man of characfcr, ^ho would 
not ht ashamed to acknowledge, that he 
had wiTfuUy and dcHberately excited a 
Ikhe hope in another for the purpose of 
'^Iting money from him ? t^ut, 1 am now 
about to talk to you of a lottery of h Tcry 
diiTerent description indoed. II is John 
iButl's Jreal aunual t^ottery. Yoo have 
blanks as well as prices in all your lotte- 
ries ; and so have we in some of ours. 
Hiose who put into your lotteries purchase 
tickets, or shares of tickets. So it is in 
'some 6f ours, fiut, in JohnBulTs great 
.Kational annual Lottery, there are no 
blanks ; and the parties give nothing for 
their tickets. 

Not to keep yon loogai* in suspense, 
this is the nature of t^e thfOg. Just after 
)Saster Tuesday, the officers of the sereral 
I^Arishes hold a meetiag, at which, by the 
Vay of Lottery, they distribute amongst 
the most able parishioners, ^otin^ /><ri^rt, 
to be kept by the said parishioners and 
Ibroughl up iy them in their oWn houses, 
br, at anv rate, maintained by them, 
dothed, \e6^ lodged, and doctored, at 
&eir own particular expense, until they 
grow op to be men, or women. LuckiTy 
I bare Just had .9 prize drawn for tne in 
this lottery : a gir^ about lO or 12 years 



of age. So that, besides about six Hun* 
dred dollars 4 year that I pay towards the 
keep of the paupers 4n motuj^^ I shall if i 
lire 90 long, have this girl upon my hands 
for seven ^ars! This is Big John BulTs 
Great Lottery. If I had all my sham of 
paupers quartered upon roe as this girl is, 
I should hare about twen/y-eighlj of all 
ages, ^is iHimber I maintain, and hare 
maiotaistd for years, while, upon ta 
aTeimff^e, I haTd not employed more than 
twelve Labourers, or thirteen at most, in- 
cluding garden and erery thing. Inmj 
own house we are tzcclve all-togcther. $0 
that I hate more than one pauper toeterj 
other human being moTing within th^ 
sphere of my support. 

These facts, which I state in the face of 
the country and of my own neighbours, 
cannot be denied; and, it Is from fact! 
like these that we are enabled to judge of 
the real state of a nation. The coacb^ 
and chariots and landaus that rattle 
through the squares aud streets of LoDdoD ; 
the forests of masts that rise in the sea- 
ports ; the loads of pearls and diamonds 
that shine at the Court ; efen the beaoti- 
ful mansions and pleasure grounds that 
are seen all around the metropolis : these; 
no one ; no, nor all of these put together, 
arc a proof of the prosperity of a nation: 
all these may exist, and the natiou be 
plunged in the deepest of misery and 
degradation. 

Let any sensible man apply his mind to 
this subject for a moment, and (for it is 
worth his while) trace this poor girl to 
her probable fate ; and then he will seethe 
effects of a taxing and pauperising system. 
What am I to do with this child, whom 
the law compels me to take and maintain ? 
I know not whether she be bastard, or 
orphan, or one of a family whose father 
and mother are alive. She is forced upon 
me to be kept and reared up by me. 
Wera I so disposed, it would be impossi- 
ble for me to pay any attention to her 
morals or ,any part of her conduct. I 
must of necessity leave her to the care of 
some other person. My intention is to 
place her in a farm-house, under the 
authority of a woman, who may teach her, 
perhaps, to feed pigs and poultry, to milk, 
and make butter and cheese; but, can I 
expect any one to have due care of the 
moral behayioof of this girl ? Tet, what 
is to iecofbe of her ? Can I point out any 
(htng better ? I cannot ; for, in the p^o^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



15] 



IAmy 1«| 1816. 



[614 



^•use her chmacc would be iDfioilely 
worse. My -wife? F»kh she hw th9 
reatnag of hir moDti chtlilren to attend to. 
iier tnne it as precMira as nioe ; for no 
children of oars will hare to reproach us 
with haring fed tlwvi from roeroefiary 
breasti, or with haTing comniitted th^ir 
edacation to hirelings. 

I do not complain of tih^ eK|^e«se ia- 
poaed upon roe ki ihis instance. I do aot 
complain of any unfairness in the drawing 
^ the Lottery. My neighbours would 
iKorn an act so me^. But, I oouiplaiu of 
m state of things, that ra»p^se»upon me a 
duty, which k is out of aiy power to j»er. 
form. All 1 can possiWy do is to see 
that this girl has plenty of food and 
cWthing, and that she is properly lodged, 
nnd duly attended in sickness. But, do I 
•ot do all this for my horses and ny cows ? 
What I com^laia of, is, a state of thiugs, 
wiuch takes so large a pirt of the cbiUJren 
from their natural guardiaus, their fathers, 
aaothers, cehtions and friends^ atnl throws 
ikmrn upon the raercy of those who are 
vttec strangers to them, ^tid who, instead 
.of oatoral feeling /br them, must, unless 
they bring great consideratton to their aid, 
uataraUy have a feHing agabiH them ; and, 
specially in cases, where the support of a 
pauper is a serious pecuniary burtbea to 
tb^ fmrty on whom it is imposed. 

Now, my Old Eaglifth Friefidsin Ame- 
rica, who u}<ed to join roc (for I took the 
lend) in singing the praises of the English 
gnVerhroent and Pitt, what do jfow think 
of this? Perhaps you think, by this time, 
as I do; that we were a set of ?ery igno- 
rant though honest fellows, who con- 
foaaded adrairation of men in power with 
lore of country, and who§e violent pre- 
judices, thooglli' bottomed in the be»t of 
prlnciplef, led us iiito a thousand follies, 
. and really made us, perhaps, tastra^ental, 
ihsome tit>|U degree, in producing the 
enormous erib, atider which our country 
n«w groans. 1 remembwr a book, that we 
used to look at a good d^al, entitled " A 
^ PMure cf Englahd:' It contained 
Tiews of (Jaumif^ Seats and of fine hills 
and rulleys- This book -and Grose'$ 
AtUiquUiet were enough for *e, Alas I 
Thrs was i\o picture of Engkmd^- M bf 
England, we mean any thing.ibore than. a 
certain portion of Hie Houses,. Trees, and 
Herbage. If, by £agland, we mean the 
Koglish nmion; and, il, by the natioo, 
we meaa ihe grcaA bpdy ^ftii^P^^ ' 



now gire you the means of jadgtng of the 
real state of England ; I give you the trae 
^^ Picture of Engjaad." Here am I, with 
twelve periions in family, iucluding ser^ 
vants, and with thirteen labourers, on an 
average, cpnstantiy employed ; ' and the 
mainteinattoeof/s(?ef% ei^^ paupers falls 
fairly to my share ! This, my old 
FrMods ; this, my worthy countrymen, is 
the rei^ Picture of England ; and should 
f not be arery despicable man^ if the 
fptlso shame of acknowledging past ar^ 
roneous opinions were to prevent me from 
laying this picture before y ou ? 

Now, in a state of things like this, what 
a farce it is 'to talk about ^' efUighiening 
^' the lower orders !" How are my 
twenty <>eight poor wretches of paupers, 
and my thirteen labourein. and their 
families, but one step above paupers : 
kow^ I ask, are they to be enlightened? 
And, if this vett possidle^ which it is not, 
what would be the use of it ? What 
could it do more than add mental to 
bodily suferingf Away, then, with all 
the talk; all the palaver; all the cant; 
all that cunning can suggest to hypocrisy 
for the purpose of deluding the well- 
meaning, thoughtless, but liberal me«, 
who subscribe their money to support 
this shew of regard for the aiiuds and 
souls of the poor! Were not a system 
of eleemosenary education netessafUif 
calculated to debase tlie objects of it, in 
a state of tMngs like this it is pure fotty 
to attempt it. it is bread, and not books, 
that the poor creatures stand in need df. 
The government takes frons me so maoh, 
that I am unable to give more than I give 
to my labourers. 1 have only enough left 
togive.tliem the means of barely keeping 
life in their bodies. They, therefore, sue- 
cessively became paupers. If, as in Ame- 
rica, the labouret' took the share, or the 
far greater pa>t of it, which the govern- 
ment takes here, there would bo njo paa- 
,pers: Labourers would save money 
against a day of sickness. Thn, how- 
ever, has all been so clearly shown, in 
No/ 2 of this Volume, that 1- will here 
take ii as an e$tabli>hcd lact, thst it is 
the increasing, and now enormous, weight 
of' our taxes, and thdt oirly, which, has 
caused the* fearful increase of puoperiata, 
crimes, hud capital punishments. 

Away, then, 1 say again, with alt the 
projects for enkgkXenmg the people by 
the means of eekunUsj and of enrkhinit 
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them bj the means of saving banks. 
What! Put by the ^^ savings" of my 
twenty*eight paupers and thirteen labour- 
ers, few of the latter of whom taste meat 
once a week! What ! a project for put- 
ting out the savings .of such people to 
interest \ Yet ( should not wonder if this 
project were to reach you ; there being 
none of our projects, of the humanity 
kind, that you do not adopt, as it were 
in the way of rivalsh^. W^uld yoa not 
do well to make haste and rival as in 
nurobef of paupers ? I hope to be able to 
giTe a check to this ape-like disposition, 
which leads you to look for example to 
follow, where you ought to look for 
example to shun. As to the profassed 
object of the Saving Bai^k project, no- 
thing would be easier, if it were worth 
while, than to show the impossibility of 
its doing any good in any country; but, 
as to tbe read object, a word or two may 
be said. With regard to the labouring 
people in country places, they will nerer 

• hear of the thing. But, in large towns, 
where there, are numerous journeymen, 
who may safe now and then a shilling, 
and who are sturdy chaps that rea'd news- 
papers and that teUk politics^ ii is thought 
to be of {mportance to get sums of money 
thus collected, and to place them in the 
JUnds^ and thereby attach these swarms 
of sturdy, talking, and aclife men to the 
System. Not another word need be said, 
only that the project will ybf/. The 
Friendly Societies were great faTourites. 
GEOftGE Rose, their patron, brought in 
jqnany acts of parliament to encourage 
their increase. Their money was put 
into the Jimds too. But, these Societies 
are now found not to be good. They 
drew men together ; and, when assembled 
together, they talked ! Wicked rogues \ 
The saving bank project, which has 
originated in that^seat of all that is, at 
once, conceited, impudent and servile, 
Edinborough, whence, too, is coming a 
project for changing our weights and 
meusuresy und for throwing into utter 
confusion the trade and transactions of 
Kogland, the Colonies, and the United 
^tes, as connected in. trade with Eng- 
Und ; this saving bank project has in view 

, to avoid the congregating evil of the 
Friendly Societies. It is intended to co/- 
lec( the money, without collecting the 
people. But, the projectors do not seem 
to raflec^ that, in getting rid of the gre- 



garious quality, they throw aside the 
sfrongest lures of all such schemes; to 
wit : the pot, the pipe, the song, and the 
chat. For the sake of these, journeymen 
will yield up a little of their wages to go 
into a fund; but, when there are no lures 
of this sort, they will not so easjly dis- 
cover any solid reason for their giving op 
the means of present grati6 cation with a 
view to spare the parse of the parish la 
th^ old age. 

Back, then, we still reiom to the old 
point; the taxes, the taxes, the taxes! 
while we are loaded with them as we now 
are, nothing can retard the progress of 
pauperijun and of crimes. A tradesman, 
who works for me, and to whom I was 
talking, the other day, about the disfrcssee 
of the times, observed, that he found it 
very hard to stagger along with four chil- 
dren upon his bacl^; '' But,»* said he^ << I 
^^ could makeshift to carry them, if I had 
^^ not somebody else to carry. I have a sol- 
^^ dlfer or two to carry besides; and yon, 
" Sir, have a general, I dare •ay,uponyoQr 
*^ back." Tho idea put me in mind of 
IlAifNAU MooRE*8 religioos tract,eotitledy 
" Bear ye one another^ s burdens/* which 
was intended to reconcile the nation to 
its sufferings under the calamities of 1795, 
and, at the head of which she put a wood- 
cut, representing a parcel of people carry, 
ing bags and bales cfsins and misfortunes / 
for Hannah was, perhaps, as artful, as 
able, and as useful a scribe as ever drew 
pen in tho cause of the system. But, Mrs. 
Hannah, with your leave, it is not exact* 
ly one another*s burthens that we bear. 
It h^ accordinic to the idea of my tradet* 
man, that some of us carry others upon 
our backs. In the first place, I, for in- 
stance, have twenty weight paupers fastened 
upon me. Then, I pay taxes direct and 
indirect, about a thousand pounds a year 
besides the poor-rates. Perhaps a great deal 
more. Now, as I am a sort of literary 
man as well as a farmer, I may suppose 
myself ridden by Wuluah Gifford, who 
has two or three sinecures, which amount 
to about a thousand pounds a year. Here 
I stagger along, then, with the Political 
Editor, Poet and Boviewer astride upon 
my shoulders^ and with my twenty. eight 
paupers hanging iipon my arms, and in 
my skirts. Come, then, my old English 
friends in America^ you who sCilL confound 
ih^ System with England^ add who bid 
OS be content, and call us Jacobins if we 
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eomphiiD ; come here yonrselTes, and stick 
to it ns we do. Do not remain there ahu- 
•ing republican gOTernment. Do not con- 
tent yourseWes with giung us ad?ice. 
Come and share with us. Come, any one 
of jou, and take a Wg of William Gifford, 
and fourteen of my paupers ; and then 
preach patience and divine flight as long 
at you like. 

Thus, those who receive nothing out 
of the taxes, are loaded according to the 
strenffth of their backs. Such a man as 
Sir Francis Burdett. or Mr. Coke, has a 
rider lilie Georgb Ivos£ mounted on him ; 
and, if all goes well, the son of Sir Fran. 
CIS will have to carry George's son, after 
both the fathers are dead. To carry thiee 
or four Captains, or a General-officer, 
or a Company of soldiers, or an Admiral, 
or a parcel of Lieutenants or Sailors, 
would not itaortify onp %o much ; 1)ut do 
J on not think, my old English friends, 
that it is a sweet reflectiou^to me, that the 
taxes that I pay, or, at least, a sura equal 
to them, is swallowed up iit sinecures by 
a man like WiiliamGipford? To those 
who render hoiipurable service to the 
country ; or, who endeavour to do it, no 
just man will grudge a reward. But, is it 
not as clear as day-light, that whaterer 
sum this sinecura man takes from me, I 
cannot have to give to my labourers? Is 
it not clear th%t taxes make paupers ? li 
it not clear, that as long as these enor- 
mous taxes exi&t, pauperism and crimes 
can neTcr be diminished ? 

Come, then, I say^ my old English 
Friends jn America, and participate in 
oar burdens as well as in our glory. .Do 
not remain there, while you exhort us to 
pay and be silent ft is very easy for 
you, who do not feel the little finger of 
taxation, to reproach us for our grumbling. 
It Is rery easy for you, whose labourers 
may eat bread and meat every day of their 
lives, to tell us, whose labourers cannot 
get a full meal of the former, that we 
ought to be contented and to think our 
government '^ the envy and admiration of 
the world." At this time the wages of a 
labourer at Botley are \0s. a week; and 
flour b 15^. a bushel. Consequently the 
most that he can get is 38 pounds of flour 
a week; or b\ pounds a day, for himself, 
wife, and perhaps, three or four children. 
In some parts of the country, labourers 
ha?e not more than 8f. a week, and in 
some not so mnebt Why do you not 



eomey then, if this be ^' the mix^ and ad^ 
minaion of the world;" why do you not 
come and share in our blessings? 

And, you Cossack Priests of New Eng- 
land, w^y do you not come and help us 
to enjoy the benefits of those ^' ancient 
and venerable establishments," in the 
praise of which you have snuffled so 
sweetly for so many yegrs ? The news- 
papers tell uSf'tnat the Prince of Saxc 
CoBouRo has ordered^(y wkite horses to 
be bought for his use. (A) VVhy do you 
not come, then, i^nd see these fine sights? 
I would not adHse you to come and 
preach to our labourers, that potatoes 
without either meat or bread are better 
than beef, pork, bread and turkey; for 
that would expose your reverend pates 
to the unsavory salute of addled eggs. But, 
if parsons Osgaod and Parish and Gardi«. 
ner and Channing, and as many more as 
would make up a score, will perform a 
pilgrimage from Boston to Botley, I here- 
by engage to find them a lodging, not un- 
der the same roof with myself, but under 
those of my labourers, in whose fare they 
shall participate, which will give them an 
opportunity of saying grace over a platter 
of cold potatoes, and of proving to their 
hosts how happy they Ought to think 
themselves in lining under those ^< ventr* 
able institutions," of which the Yankees, 
through the means of ^' a successful De« 
^^ mocratice Rebellion," have been whol* 
ly deprived. Anticipating in idea the 
scenes that will arise from the perfor- 
mance of this pilgrimage, I burn with 
curiosity to hear the arguments that par* 
son Channing will make use of to prove, 
that a mess of potatoes is better than a 
joint of meat ; though, I must distinctly 
premise, that if, in such a case, the mess, 
platter and aU, should go, souse, at the 
head of the holy pilgrim, he must plaee 
the damage to the account of ^^ (be Bul- 
wark," for that I will not be responsible 
for any consequences that may result 
from his harangue. 

John's Bulwark in Pbacb is nearly 
completed by the progress of the Alien 
Act, But, this measure has not been 
carried into efi^ct without a great deal of 
exposure. There is something so awk<* 
ward; something so ugly; something ao 
much like a lurking fecur on the netj face 
of the thing; and, when in addition, Uiq 
opposition to the measure was taken up 
by such a man as Sia Samuel Romillt> 
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ft is not wonderful, ?f a great degree of 
shame has stuck to it. Accordingly the 
hired writers hare laid on upon Sir S.i- 
^ftJEL with great fury and filth. Of the 
manner, in which they perform this sort 
of works yon will ipasily judge by the 
following specimen from the Courier of 
the loth instant. ** Sir SamnePs ex- 
•* traction and personal situation may 
^ therefore well excuse the tendency of 
*' his mind against an Alien Bill; but we 
** are at a loss to guess why such men as 
** Sir James Mackintosh and Mr. Horner 
** — they arc persons for whom, though 
** we differ from the general course of 
** their political conduct, we have much 
** respect ; they are estimable in consi- 
** deration of their own individual talents 
•* and character, but they are doubly so 
** from comparison with those amongst 
** whom we find them; — wc are, there- 
** fore, surprised and mortified to find 
•* them opposing a measure which we 
** think strictly constitutional, absolutely 
•* necessary, and connected with all real 
** English interests and English feelings. 
•* — What, says Sir Samuel Rorailly — 
^ ' Will you exclude Ihe skill. Industry, 
*• and genius of foreigners from England?* 
^ ¥es^ we reply, j/es ; we do not lack 
** their skill, industry, and genius; we 
** want them neither in commerce, nor in 
** handicraft, nor in the church, nor In 
*• the law. We are come to ajine pass 
^ indeed^ to be told that it is good policy 
** to introduce foreigners to assist, that 
** is to say, to rival us, in arts and manu- 
** factures. No, no, Sir Samiul, we have 
•* had enough of these gentry, and John 
^ Bull would be but too happy to get rid 
*^ of this plague in future. But thi* it 
*< not the object ofthe present BiH, which 
*^ is purely political, but intended, as 
** tord Castlereagh expressed it, * not to 
** carry into effect any policy of Foreign 
** Powers, but to protect uritM poiict/ 
^^ from being disturbed by the misconduct 
** of strangers,* In private life, we all 
•* hate the power of turning an impudent, 
** a knavish, a riotous, or e?en an imper- 
** tinent stranger out of doors: — why 
** should the State riot have a power that 
•^ every sobject possesses ? Why shotild 
^ Ev gland not enjny a protection that 
** etery other nation in the world has ? 
** In lookinz over the debate we observe 
** a curious circumstance — Not one Eng-. 
^^ lish GeodemaD opposed this BUt^ there 



*^ were Hamilton and Brougham, Hoiner 
** and Mackintosh ; but not one En^lhh^ 
** man. We beg pardon ; there was one 
** —Sir Samuel KoMinLY." 

This is the way, in which these hire- 
lings do their work. Now, the gentle- 
man, whom tilts wrfter thus attacks, 
though not a poHt'rcian such as the times 
call for, is allowed, on all hartds, to he 
the most able lawyer in England, and a 
man of spotless rcputatlon^; while Ifcrner 
and Mackintosh, who are here praised, 
are nothing more than what I haVe before 
described to you. 

Birt, only attend, for a moment, to the 
shameful language of this writer! Only 
think of a Bill of thfs sort being called 
an enjoyment for Etigiand! Thus it h, 
that these men induce the |vcople to con- 
found the government with the nation. 
What a falshood, too, to say, that ererij 
nation in the world has such a law. Yoo 
have no such law ; and you area nation^ 
I hope ; and though not so old, foil as 
stout as big John Bull. 'ITie Morning 
Chronicle answers his opponent thus: 
" When" The Courier states that not an 
*' Englishman voted against the A^en 
" Dm, the Editor slto nld h^ve addfd, 
** that the Bill itself was not brought in 
** by an Englishman, It is the measurf 
'• of Lord Castlereagh, and comes from 
** the Congress of Sovereigns against th$ 
•* cause uf freedom ^Jtistice^ and humanift/, 
" It fs a bitt of inhospitality; the prc 
" amble to ^hich should be to revise an 
" asylum to all who tnisted to the lirst 
** professions of the British Court, that 
'* they would not impose^on the French 
" any form of Gor^rnracnt or family 
** without their consent — and to oil wht 
" should desire to withdraw themselves 
** fVom capricious tyranny and religions 
" intolerance. It may be cntftleda bill 
** to open the ports of America for the in- 
*' iroduction of the art ft ^ mttnufactum^ 
" and property of all the rngefdoasy use' 
*^futy thinking y independent and pfovi^t 
** part ofthe popiilation of Europe. And 
" when it is recollected what we gained 
*« by the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
*< the value of this Bill to America mty 
** be properly estimati^d.** 

Thfs view of the matter agrees precisely 
with my views of it, statwl in my l*te 
Numbers. This Wtt wilf bt a grett 
benefit to yovL, It wW hasten to fifl yw>r 
country- with the best meirin Europe. 
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When opoi a mao hat kh foot on the 
pURk of ao American ship, he may set 
diwpoto at defiance. Bat, pay a little 
AtiantioD oace more to thU measare as it 
aSects us. This iiired writer blusters 
im the reai John Bull style. He wants no 
Jortigntrs. He despises foreigners. He 
^aies foreigaers. The mercenary creature 
lUM»W8 that this suits the prejudices of his 
readers ; but, then, he seems to "forget 
liQW many hundred of. thousands of 
poands have been extracted from foolish 
John Bull to support French Emigrants; 
German St{ff<rers; Vandeans ; Chore- 
aQ9. He foigets how many pounds in 
pension money silly John Bull p^id to the 
foreign scribes, Mallet du Pan and Sir 
Ffancis Dlveraois, But, does he forget 
tlie Hanoferian Officers and Soldiers ? 
]>oes he forget that whole distiicts of this 
aafie Englaad were, for a long while, 
placed under the command of foreign 
OJicers, and that ef en regiments of English 
nilitia, with English f^ntlemen (B) at 
tlicif head, were commanded and reviewed 
\f these foreigners ? Does he forget, that 
£pgli«h country gentlemen stood at the 
. head of their coiioty*regime«t8 of milith, 
and dropped the point of their swords and 
their coloarf to a German Baron ? Does 
he forget the history of the Germans and 
that of th^ English Local Militia, at the 
town. of Ely? Does he forget that the 
Grermans were brought to force the English 
Local Militiamen to be flo|^;ed ? No, he 
cannot haye forgotten this, for he pob- 
. liihed the history^ aad I was imprisoned 
two years and paid a tfaqosaad pounds to 
the king for commenting on the history ; 
and one Charles Adams, then a Member 
of Parliament, had, while I was in prison, 
the baseness to say, that I ought to haTC 
been flogged myself. Can any body tell 
me what ia become of this fdlow ? I 
haye not heard of him for some time. 
The hired writer cannot hare forgotten 
iheae ^ogs ; but, did he forget (he surely 
did) that $aze Coaouao \a m, Jk»reigner ! 
May, that our beloved Queen herself is 
fud an Engtiihwaman ! So that, it is only 
foreigaers that come here to tDOfle and 
Srmk that he appears to dtslike< How^ 
efftfy big John Boll may raiae his head 
with empty pride as high as he pleases ; 
lalk at Lead as he will in coatampt of 
Jbeeigners^ he will aei be able to disgaise 
. from the worid that there aia fMolgners, 
who ♦♦♦♦*•♦*♦♦****♦♦• AU 



his big and blostering ta)k cannot ge< rji4 
of this oTerlastiug shame. 

There can be little doubt, that the Alien 
Act is no more than part of a general 
system adopted in Europe ; for ^rd Ca^r 
tlereagh said, during one of the debatei^ 
that, so far from its giring offence to any 
of our allies^ he knew, thai they ha4 
ad(fpte4 eimilar ftteamref. I'hls show; 
that they are all still upon the alert, J^ 
ihem- Keep you quietly on your way; 
hare alliauies with none of them ; love 
nooe of them ; fear none of them ; imi- 
tate none of them ; have none of them for 
an enemy, if you can avoid it ; but, abovie 
all things, never think one of them your 
Faxififo. I need not advise you to opefi 
your porta to all the emigrants that arrivf . 
Year ports are open to them. There they 
may land, apd> if they like, skip abottt 
like wUd cats, without any earthly condi- 
tion other than that of yielding obedienqe 
to th^ settled laws ef tlie land*. They 
will find no Alien OAces in ypar country. 
There will be nobody thfre with aQth9ri^ 
to measure their height, to write donsa 
their names, ege, coloar of their hair and 
eyes and compleiiqu, description of th^ 
nose, chin, and mctuih* They will aeeii 
no licensee in your covntry ; and to your 
country they wiU go in thousands ufi«p 
thousands. Ypu are always in /ycAc/ 
I^et what change will take i^a^ 40 
Europe, yoa are sure to gai^ by it. What 
we got by the emigration from the repub- 
licanism in France wqs ^he more dross of 
that country. The Nol>lei8a and Prieat- 
hood vermin, whom we had to keep as a 
sort of state pauper^. That part of the 
emigtants, who were worth having, you 
had then; and now you will have the 
very heart and aonl of the country. That 
this gotemment wiahes »«**♦♦♦♦.* 
* ♦ * * ; and it is ^9ry likely, that it will 
socfifBed so %r ; bat, then, the mind of 
franco is, by the same meaoi, transferred 
to the United States, and there it will be 
ia ne?ef-e«dipg cgListence, and at all times 
ready to t^ke its riMepfe* 

It does not follow bom this, that those 
who ar^ driving the p^vopW to America 
ate eh^rt^ktei. They may pereeive 
^aioly enough what will be ih&fnoL ceo. 
sequeaoss. Bat, how are they to help 
thomselvea ? They saw, lopg ago, what 
vroeld be the effect, ta ike emd^ of Ame- 
rica jreroakiiqgj^ee; aad h^nca the- toad 
aail iaaesaaot ary «f ihe Utomr; Oxm in 
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England ,foT the depoHng of Mr. Madison; 
for the taking up of a commanding posHion 
in the htart of the United States ; for the 
separation of the States ; and so on. The 
dangtfr of leaving America to be a rallying 
place of all the enemies of the legitimates 
was clearly enough seen; bat, it was 
found impossible to avoid it. The present 



danger 



however, still greater. The 



Bourbons cannot be kept on the throne 
without -uch a system of rule in Europe 
as wBI send oflf hundreds of thousands of 
its most valuable people to America, there 
to work the loom and cultivate the vine. 
Oh ! if your country could have been 
subjugated ! If Mr. Madison could have 
been deposed and sent to Elba, or Saint 
Helena, as our blustering bullies (C) 
threatened, and as your unnatural Cos- 
sacks exultingly anticipated ! What would 
then have been the situation of the civi- 
lized world ? 

John Bull's CoimTERBUPP is well 
worthy of your attention. [ observed, In 
« late Number, that one very serious evil 
of sending out fresh supplies of paper* 
money would be, that the wages of labour- 
ers and journeymen, which had been 
lowered very much in consequence of the 
low price of wheat, would,, all of a sodden, 
become inadequate to their sppport. This 
evil has already discovered itself in very 
bideous forms. The people have commit- 
ted acts of violence, which I will not de- 
scribe myself; but,- which, evHfi tbr hire- 
ling prcHS shall describe for -me ; for, it 
is necessary that you should, and tbat, 
through your freO press, the civilized world 
should, be kept well (ind quickly informed 
of every thing material that passos here. 

" About two on Friday . afternoon a 
<^ most destructive Are happened at Maun- 
' ^* den, near Bishopstortford. The malt 
*< upon the kiln belonging to some ex- 
^^ tensive building, occupied by Mr. NasK, 
<< caught fire, which, it is said, might have. 
<< been easily put out, had the extin|^uisher 
^provided for that purpose been 4m- 
^mediately used, instead of which, the 
^ man who had the care of the fire went 
^< np into the kiln when, after vainly using 
^ effort, he was obliged to descend most 
^rapidly to save himsetf. Mr. Nash's 
<* premises were totally destroyed, together 
^ with a very large sfock of perfect malt, 
^ and a considerable quantity In its various 
^ stages. Maondeo Hall, oocopied by 
<^ Mr. Patmoab, is but a phort disUnce ; 



^^ the wind carried the firer to those ez- 
*^ tensive premises, which, with the stacks 
^* of corn, hay and straw, next fell victims 
^^ to the devouring element. The Hall 
^^ alone is standing, but a!l the out build- 
^^ ings, with their contents, are levelled (o 
^* the ground. The damage is estimated 
♦*at \bffXyOfr^Ipstciih JoHmaL^Svjg^olk. 

^^ During the night of Wednesday se'n* 
^^ night, a fire was discovered on the pre- 
^^ mises of Mr. Hustled, of Gedding, 
^^ Suffolk, which raged so furiously, that 
^^ in a fthort time a bam, neat hoBse and 
^^ cart lodge, tc»gether with 45 coombs of 
^^ wheat, a quantity of straw, «ome live 
^ stock, &c. were consumed. There is 
^^ strong reason for thinking the above 
^^ were wilfully* set on fire. On Saturday 
^^ se'nnight, a thrashing machine belonging 
^^ to Mr. John pENToif, of Whelnetbam, 
*^ was set on fire on the premises of Mr. 
^ Sergeant, of Cockfield, Suffolk, and 
"entirely consumed.*'— f^x^cjr Herald, 

^^ Friday se'nnight a fire broke out io 
" the premises of Mr. Long Chandler, 
" of llminster, which threatened destruc- 
^ tioQ to the body of the town, bot 
*^ through the activity of the inhabitants 
" was got under, after destroying the pre* 
^^ mises in which It commenced, and the 
" workshops of a cooperage adjoining, 
" containing property to a large amount, 
" a part of which only wasinsured."— Bwry 
Paper. 

^ About one o'clock in the morning of 
" Wednesdny se^nnlght, the barn and out- 
" buildings of Mr. GrLANt^PiELOy at MaH- 
'Mesham Hall, near Woodbridg^ were 
" discovered to be on fire. The flames 
" consumed a quantity of barley in tile 
" straw, and also the waggons, tumbrels, 
^^ ploughs, and general implemenft. A 
" cart lodge, about 150 yards distant, was 
"also consumed, a circumstance vtbich 
" sufficiently indicated thaf the fire was 
" not accidental. A man, of I he name of 
" Jos. BAoa, who bad been heard to use 
"threatening language respecting Mr. 
" Glanj^field, was by the active exeKlon 
^^ of Mr. Chas. Mook, of Woodbridgo 
<^ (agent to the Suffolk Fire Offitae, whero 
'^ (lie corn was insured) soon after sppae^ 
^ bended on sospicton of having set. firs to 
" tbe premises. Ho was enamined beforo 
" Edwaeb Mook and William Car- 
" Ta£W4 Esqrs., and bas been fully. eOas^ 
" mittod to take his trial mt tbo neit As« 
*^ sizei* - 
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^< Aboot two o'clock id tho morning of 
•* T^terdaj' se'nnight, an planning fire 
** broke out in the premises of Mr. Kings- 
" BOitT, of Bungay, which, from thequan- 
** tity of tallow, tar, oil, &c. therein, 
^ threatened total deatniction to the ad* 
^^ joining boildings, but was got under by 
^ the prompt exertions of the Inhabitants, 
^^ though not until the offices were de- 
*' atroyed. . , 

^^ Same day, a fire was discorered in two . 
** barns occupied by Mr. Scott, of Ket- 
*^ tlebaston, during the time the men who 
^' had been tbrashit)g therein w^e gone to 
^^ breakfast, which circumstance leads to a 
^' strong suspicion they were wilfully set 
*'^ on firor The flames raged so fortously, 
^^ that, the whole were destroyed in a short 
^^ timo, together with a stable, cow-house, 
^^ aad a stack of cloven 

'' Same morning, a Are broke out in a 
<^ cottage in the occupation of Mr. Rosier, 
*^ of Gruediborgh, which war entirely 
^ coMwwd, and not an article of tjie fur* 
♦* nknre sared."— 6'oA:Atfi/er, May 4- 
. ^^ Mofiday morning, in consequence of 

- *^ the adTance in. the price of bread, se* 
-^ feral g^ups of the manufacturing poor 

^< assembled at different parts of Bridport,. 
^< complaining of the grierance, added to 
^* their want of employ from the present 
^ stagnation of trade. Their numbers In- 
^ creasing, one of the most active bore a 
^^ quaKem loaf throegh the streets on a 
^' p^lo. This drow together a great num- 
.^^ bar of men, women, abd children, who 
. ^^ soon proceeded to acts of riolence, de- 
^^ molishing the windows of the principal 

- ^* BiiUers and bakers, and taking from the 
. ** brewery of Messrs. Gundbt thre« hogt- 

*' heads of beer, which they drew in tri* 
" u«ph to the centre of the town. The 
^^ Riot Act was thea read, but several 
^^ hundred more having joined the mob, it 
^^ was evident that nothing but the most 
^' prompt measures could prevent the dan- 
^* gerous consequences likely to follew,and 

• ^^ which wero happily prevented by the ex* 

* ^^ ertions of some of the principal inhabu 
. *^ xmu who rushed among the mob, de- 

*^ atroyed the beer, sisised the ringleibders, 
^* and in a ? ^ry short time dispersed up* 
^^ wards of WOO, committing^he former to 
** prison.'' — Bath Journal. 

There hate b^n no open ? tolences at 

. Portsmouth and Gosport ; but, the cm/* 

ing« Off 4he mMf iodicate what the feelings 

ef the heart are. ,(D) These places^ where 



a Jacobin would have been skinned alive, 
four years ago, now exhibit a moat strik* 
ing contrast. • The acts above recorded are 
acts not to be justified, under any circum- 
stances ; but, when did hunger listen to 
reason ? If the price of labour could keep 
daUtf pace with the price of food^ these 
angry passions would not be engendered. 
But, that is impossible. It takes time to 
bring up wages ; and, as the labourer haa 
had QB^yjust enough lo exist on while the 
Hour was at 9 or 10«. a bushel, he becomes 
exposed to starvation now that the flour . 
has suddenly risen to 15f. a bushel. For 
some months, while the wages tcere follow^ 
ing the flour downwards, he was better off 
than before ; but, then he had notas much 
as nature required, ^ow he is wretched 
indeed ; and, the worst of it is, tiiat the 
resources of thefiarmers are so much ex* 
hausted,that, until long after harvest, they 
will not be able to add a penny to the 
wages of their laboqrers or to find em* 
ptoyment for an additional hand. So that 
here we hare before us fi^e months of dis* 
tress not to be described by the pen or 
tongue of any man living. Here springs 
up new work for the Military, for the 
Hulks, and the Gallows ! What a subject 
is here for the contemplation of the politi- 
cal economist and the law»gifer ! 

What now becomes of our Mr. Wes- 
TBBv's notion of the- distress of tha far- 
mer having arisen from '^ m, surplus prO" 
duce .^'* Ouly think of the short space of 
two months having produced such a 
change ! The seasons can have had no- 
thing to do here. There has been no in- 
tervening harvest. And^ as to the com 
having been hastened to market before ; It 
must still be in store, or it must have been 
eaten. So sudden acbange-couid have been 
produced by no other cause than the fresh 
issues of paper-money, which accompanied 
the renewal of the Bank Protection Bill ; 
and, indeed, Lord Castlereagh foretoU, 
that com would Aoon rise in price. But, 
the " siateemassy'* asked, " when wheat 
^^ comes up to 80 or 90#. a quarter, where 
^<will then be the distress r' The 
'' statesman" had not, amongst other 
things, learnt, at the Congress of Vienna, 
to know all the effects of a paper system. 
He may now see where the distress is. He 
may now read of it in the Suffolk aad 
Dorsetshire newspapers. 

Thus THE STstFjf goes op, continoaUy^ 
awaggtng from one tide to the other, la 
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endeevonrtag to avoid this rock ; crack ! 
it goes against that ! It is id a state of 
continual peril; continually looking out 
for dangers, continually in a storm, or 
amidst shoals or rocks ; or beset hy^ or 
running into the teeth of, enemies. It waa, 
only a few months back, riding, like Cy* 
men's Ship, so proudly before the wind 
of success and conquest ; and, now, like 
that ship, it is boffetted to*and.fro, the 
sport of every species of danger^ and 
alarm. 

Vain liopet; and empty joys of Immui kind, 
Proud of the present, to the future bliml I 
Secare of fate, wbilQ Cymon plows the tea, 
And iteerii to Candy with Uia eonqoer'd prey, 
ikaroe ike lliird gUu at niea!«nr'd hours w«a lua. 
When like a fiery meteor itMik the suu ; 
The promise of a ttorm: the ahlftiag gales 
Fortake, by fita, and 6U4he fla^inff aaik; 
Hoarae nniraittra of the mnin from far were heard ; 
And night oante oa— not by deg rejM prepar'd — 
Bat all at once : at oace, the windaartae, 
The thuQd«r« rolU the forky lightning flias. 
In vain, the matter iM«ea out caamaadi ; 
III vain, the trembling tailova ply their handa : 
llie tenipett unforieen prevents their caw; 
And, from tlie first, they kiboar in despair, 
llie giddy hh\\K betwixt the wiiidi and tides* 
Forc'd back, ofnd forwards, In a circle rides, 
Stnnn'd with the difl^M^nt bfows; iliao shoots 

amain, 
'THl connlerhuiTil, slie stops, and sleeps agaia. 

Not more aghast the proud Arrliangd fell, 
Plung'd from tl»e height of heaven to deepei^t hell, 
Thau stood the Lover of his Love pOAsess'd, — 
Now curs'd the more, the more he had been 
bless'd. 

• a • • Mean time, with sails declin'dy 
Tlie wandering vessel drove before Hit wind : 
Tosa'd, aad re-tossVi ; alolt, and thru alow ; , "1 
M»r port they seek, aar certain coarse they ^ 
know ; i 

Unt every moment wait the eomlng blow* J 
Tbna' blindly drivea, by braakiag day they viewed 
The land before them, aad their fisara ranew'd : 
The lead was welaoaie, bat the tempest tmre 
Tlie threaten'd Mp agatmt a fockf shore. 
A winding bay Was near ; to this Hiey bent. 
And just e«cap*d ; their Ibrct already spent ; 
Heoiire from storiiM, mid panting ftam the aaa» 
file land, aahaowii, at laisnre they survey ; 
Aal aaw (but aeon their sickly tiglit withdrew) 
Tiie rising towers o^ Rhadaa at distant irtew ; 
Aad* cnra^d tha hostile share af Paskdoad, 
tfav'd llrom lht<fea9^ and sh^>wrc«k^ en tbt groiuid. 



Tbb deseription, which was mi Written 
by Mr. Leigh Hunt or Mr. Wordsworth or 
Lord Byron or Walter Scott or Soathoy; 
this beautiful passage, which is worth more 
than ail the povipoos stuff and all the 
poemsVof Miitoii aad Shakespear^ gives an 
adequate aad correct idea of the sitiiatioii 
of our system. 

Wii. ConsTT. 



Debate on CAsn Patmetcts. 

( Continued fiwn page 607,) 

For instance, he(Mr.Homor,) thought 
it should be enacted that the Bank should 
gradunUff pa^ iis ie^erat nates -mtoorSng 
to their vmtue. Thus as the HestrMloit 
Act was to expire ia July, it ait^tat bo pro. 
Tided that the Bank shoakl pay all notes 
of 1/. within six months ; afiorwards, its 
9/. notes within tho next six months ; its 
6/. notes within thesucceeding six months ; 
4ind all its noles above 5/. aftor Cknt peri- 
od, liy suck an arrangement, the Bank 
woold beguardad against tkeconso^neAces 
of any sudden change, wkHe the }ust 
daims and eipectatFons of the PnbKc 
would be gratiiod. But before tho Com- 
mittee which he proposed, this tnbjcct 
might be fully considered after an exa* 
mination of witnesses, including the Di- 
rectors of the Bank and others, coropeScnt 
to alford every necessary informatkHi. 
Another subject, whkh wonid pkx>peHy 
come under the considoratioa of sndi a 
Committee, would bo the state of onr me- 
taKc currency. Uekad heard that It was 
in the contemplation of Govemmeat to 
hare a new silrer coinage, with a view to 
reliere the country fcom that sert of 
bad English, and still worse Freqoh slU 
rer, with which it was at present Innoda- 
ted. This ail? er was indeed so very base^ 
that it woald probably be better for the 
country to hate no currency at aU, than 
be sahject to saffer by sneh a drciibiting 
medium. But In considering thiasabject 
It woald be very material to ascertain whe- 
ther the new silver coinage shoald bo ac- 
cording to the old standard, or whether 
any imw staadard shoold be established. 
For if the system of paper caironoy were 
to be restored to ^e rate at which it 
seata time sipca prevailed, it might be 
Ineoavenieat : and aajnsi to va-esta- 
bUsh the old Mint staadard «f sMf or ; . 
for by 8U(^ ra.e8tab|i:diaieat^ Ooaera* 
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ment^ as w^b m ioditMuals who sent 
dtWer to the Mini for coinage, woukl be 
Tcrj likely ta suffer a considerable loss. 
L Bvf^tle'did not require the House to adopt 
rfB^'^o;»tnron of hb upon thiA subject. All 
lie asked was, that an inquiry should be 
inst!tuh*d — and he should onfy add, that 
if without that inquiry the Kight Honour- 
able Gentleman's Bill were adopted, he 
had no hesitation in ^tnting^ that the Bank 
restriction ztouid continue for ever. Ue 
toouid infked be an idle dreamer who could 
suppose that cash payments would be re« 
sumed by the Bank, so long as Parliament 
mnd the People submitted to the restric- 
tion. Tho Honourable Member conclu- 
ded by moving for the appointment of a 
Committee to consider the expediency of 
resuming, cash payments at the Bank, to* 
gether with the best and safest mode of 
efiecting that object. 

- "fhe Chancellor of the Excrequer 
observed, that the di#erence between him 
aod the Learned Grentleman, as to the 
grounds upon which the restriction of 
ca<h payments by the Bank was justifi- 
able were far less than might appear ; but 
in one point he decidedly differed from 
that Learned Grentleman — namely, that 
the adoption of tht Bill which he had 
brought forward was likely to prevent 
fhat resumption for erer. He could «ot 
indeed imagine the greunds opon which 
the Learned Gentleman rested his cal- 
colation. As to the preparations which 
the Ijearnfd Gentleman would have made 
•wHh a view to the resumption of ca&h 
psjments, it would be recollected that by 
-the origirmi Restriction Act provision was 
made for the payment of certain notes in 
CMh, in order to guard the Bank against 
any shock. It was indeed notorious that 
ever since the enactment of the 37th of 
tlie King, notes under 5L had been paid in 
cash. Therefore the objects described 
hy the I^arn<^d Grentleman were already 
'provided for by law. Another proposition, 
•vrfth a view to prepare tire Bank for the 
resumption of cash payments was Intend- 
ed— namdy, that even after these pay- 
ments were renewed, the Bank, as well 
as private Banks,- sbould be at liberty 
to issue notfea under 5// The example of 
Se6Mn6 before the restriction, and of all 
priTate bank-notes since the restriction, 
wMch were never made a legal tender, 
«erred to show that no practical Incon- 
-raiieiice was iikoly to arise from itK^h 



a meafure. It wae also ifitendedl in tha 
same view to propoee, that for a consider* 
able time after the resumption of cash 
payments bank-notes shoald be received 
by Gorernment, and in the payment of 
Exchequer Bills. It was notorious that 
the amount of bank-notes in circulation 
never exceeded one- half of our aenoal 
taxes ; and that before the restriction^ 
the circelation of these notes bore exactly 
the same proportion to our taxation. 
Therefore no material change was pro- 
duced in this respect. But to revert to 
preparations, he felt that such provisions 
were intended as would serve to protect 
the Bank or the Country from any shock 
upon the resumption of cash payments* 
No thinking man could deem it practicabia 
that cash payments should be imnoedi. 
ately resumed, and the only question 
then was as to time. It would be recol- 
4ected that a Resoltttk>n was adopted, 
which he had the honour to propose upon 
the discussion of the Report of the Bul- 
lion Committee, namely, that Bank Notes 
were equal to cash h^r all legal pur* 
poses, and whatever difference of opi^ 
nion might thon have been urged, no dif- 
ference whatever could exist at present 
that a bank-note was equal to cash for 
every purpose in this country, while in 
other countries these notes bore a pre- 
mium. Thus alt the prophecies which the 
House had heard from the other side were 
completely falsified, while the opinions 
which he took occasion to advance were 
fully justified. Among those he main- 
tained that the extended circulation of 
bank-notes was not the cause of the rise of 
prices, but the natural effect of the in- 
creased activity of trade wWch, neces- 
sarily called for an increased circulating 
medium. And now it appeared, that 
when the activity of trade wa« dimi- 
nished, the circulation of bank-notes 
diminished also. That the price of 
i^rieultoral produce being reduced, the 
country banks reduced their issves. 
Hence it was evident that the extended 
issue of bank notes was the consequence, 
not the canse of a rise of prices ; for when 
prices fell, that testie was proportionably 
-reduced, cspeclallj from the^ country 
banks, whose issues were quite voluntaiy. 
Prom this experience he felt himself war- 
ranted in i|sserting, that the Issue of Bank 
Notes, however it might have been affected 
by the rate of exchange or tSi© price ef 
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gold) had no connexion with the prices of 
oar agricultaral produce, although that 
opinion was so often and so confidently 
adianced. That would, 'indeed, appear 
more strongly from this fact, that while 
corn was -at 1S0#. a quarter in January, 
1813, and fell to 8^^. by the close of the 
year, gold was at the former period 5/. 6s. 
tn ounce, and at the latter ^/. lOi. Thus 
it was clear that the price of gold and of 
corn had no relation. The former was 
•nhanced by the suppljes of bullion which 
we were under the necessity of remitting 
to the Penimula, and what would have 
been the degree of enhancement if at the 
same time the Bank paid in specie ? The 
advantage of such payment would, he need 
BOW hardly say, have been very dearly 
purchased, if it had interfered with such 
remittances. As to the time which his 
Bill proposed to continue the restriction, 
it would be remembered, that the report 
of the Bullion Committee recommended 
the continuance of the restriction for two 
years, with a Tiew to guard against the 
danger of any sudden change, and to pre- 
pare for the event, while his Bill proposed 
to continue the restriction only for seven 
months longer. Among his reasons for 
continuing the restriction, that quoted by 
the Learned Gentleman from certain pub- 
lications, had certainly no influence what- 
ever. For he had no desire to produce a 
rise of prices ; but from what he had stated 
with respect to this connexion of an 
extended <:irculating medium, with an 
extended trade, it was evident that the 
rise of prices must necessarily occasion 
an increased issue of Bank notes. Now 
with regard to the proposition of the 
Learned Gentleman, he could see no 
necessity for further inquiry. , The whole 
case was already sufficiently understood, 
and any Gentleman who desired further 
information, might obtain it by reading the 
Papers before the House. Therefore a 
Committee was unnecessary. The Bank 
would no doubt exercise the utmost dis- 
cretion in preparing for the resumption of 
cash payments in collecting treasure for 
that desirable event, not only for its own 
supply, but for the use of the Banks of 
Ireland and Scotland whidi must so ma- 
terially depend upon it. On these grounds, 
he ielt himself bound to resist the Learn- 
ed Gentleman's motion* 

Mr. J. P. Grant declared he never 
beard a case more ably stated than that of 



his Learned Friend, or more feebly an- 
swered than that of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman. He fully concurred with his 
Learned Friend, that if the Right Honour* 
able Gentleman's Bill were adopted, the 
resumption of cash payments would never 
take place while the people submitted to 
the Restriction. But the impolicy and 
danger of continuing the Restriction, must 
be obvious upon due consideration. — All 
that was wanted was, that some Inquby 
should begone into, some pledge given to 
shew the Bank that Parliament was not 
playing fast and loose, but that it waa 
their determination to hate cash payments 
resumed, allowing a reasonable time for 
preparation. That was all tiliat his Ho- 
nourable Friend required. They had 
b^*n told that the financial operations of 
Ministers had nothing to do with those 
restrictions, and they were told also that 
the restrictions theroself es were of no ad- 
vantage to the Bank, or at least that the 
Bank did not desire them. Now under 
what circumstances was it that the restric- 
tions w^re originally imposed? From 
the necessity, created by the financial 
operations of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer of that period, of doing something 
for its security. If Honourable Gentle- 
men would take the trouble of axamin*> 
ing into what passed at that time between 
theGofernmrnt^Mf^d the Bank, they would 
find that the Bank made a representation, 
stating that the denuinds upon it, \^ th« 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, were »o 
great, that the establishment was not safe. 
Upon that ground it was that the Bank 
stopped its cash payments, on the autJio«- 
rity of the Council., Now what was the 
plan proposed by the Right Honourable 
Gentleman preparatory to the resumptioB 
of cash payments by the Bank ? He built 
his whole system of finances for the year 
upon borrowing a certain sum from the 
Bunk, and at the same time he brought tn 
(he present Bill, thus connecting the two 
circumstances together by that operatfon, 
connected as they ever must be in their 
own nature. He did that very thing 
which prevented the Bank from resaoing 
cash payments, and yet desired the Houae 
to believe that it was only a temporary 
measure^ He had little doubt, hevevet^ 
that it would prove a aettled system^ bf 
which to cary on the financial opecadons 
of the country, through the medium tf 
accommqdationsfrom the Book* The ay^ 
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tern itself wu not only a mott abliird one, 
bat it had produced the most serious in. 
coa? ejii«Boe« to the country, for the price 
of cTory commodity had kept pacetoacer^ 
iaiadegree with the price of gold and silver. 
If the present measure were adopted, what 
would be our situation at the expiration 
•f the two years ? when in time of pro^. 
foiond peace the price of gold would be the 
sasae, the paiper currency depreciated to 
the same extent, and consequently the re- 
sumpiion of cash, payments by the Bank 
impossible* Ue certainly thought a very 
strong ground bad been laid for inquiry, 
and be trusted the House, would not re- 
ject the motion of his Honourable Friend. 
Mr* MARftYAT said the House aud the 
iountry at present laboured under the 
grierotts disappointment of finding their 
expectations deceived, of the ricsumption 
of cash payments by the Bank, at the 
expiration of six months after the signa- 
tare of a definitire Treaty of Peace. 
%Viih respect to the Bill, proposed by the 
Right Honourable 6entlemiui,hehadread 
its provisions with extreme surprii^e, for 
he conid not see a single ground which 
rendered such a Bill necessary. What 
w«re the points of expediency as applica- 
ble to it ? Was the price of bullion as 
bigh new. as it had been ? Quite the re* 
vcfse* It was well known that a large 
quantity of specie had found its way. into 
.this country. He, as a merchant, kuew 
the iact ; and it had also happened to him 
iodiridually, that a considerable quantity 
of foreign specie had been sent to him, 
which^ from the depreciation of its ? alue, 
he had sent back to his correspondents, 
as a less loss was sustained, eren by the 
expence of double freightage, than would 
have been incurred by selling it here. 
[Hear, hear 1 J Then, as to foreign ex- 
changes^ how did they stand ? They were 
in our fat our in e? ery part of the world. 
With respect to the Bank, it. was said that 
tbey mede no objections to the resumption 
of their ca^h payments. On the contrary, 
they protested against not bfing allowed 
toeatabli^' their credit upon the same 
basis as ic had heretofore stood, and upon 
wrbidi it alwsys sought to stand. What 
•ihar caases then ooold be alleged ? Was 
there to.bca loan ? — No* The Chancellor 
of. the Exchequer had expressly said, that 
there was not the slightest connexion 
bdweeu the continuance of the restrictions 
. and bb dealing with the Bank. He was 



^ad to hear that statement ; for if there 
had been any such connexion, he should 
hare no hesitation in.saying, that it was 
one of the most usurious bargains which 
any Jew broker erer made with any heed- 
less spendthrift minor. [Hear ! and a 
laugh.] What possible argument, then, 
could be urged to prevent the resumption 
of cash payments ? The consequences of 
the present Bill would be most grierous 
,to the country. All that distress and 
difficulty, that rerulsion, he might almost 
say conrulsion, which the country had 
undergone during the last year, would bo 
renewed whenever the Bank should bo 
compelled^ as a. time must surely come 
when it would becompelled, to resume its 
payments in cash. [Hear, hear !J 7%r 
rettrkiions. he comiaered as a great and 
pozeerful engine in thehands of Ministers^ 
to alUr iind modify the property of the 
country at their discretion ; but such a 
power they ought not io possess, and he 
wished to see the necromancer's wand 
broken and thrown into the Red Sea. 
[Hear, hear!] The only way, in his 
opinion, of compelling the Bank to jre« 
sume their payments, would be by making 
it their interest to do so. The Act was 
originally passed to rescue the Bank from, 
the consequences of its own improvidence, 
and what had they done since? The 
average annual isKue of their notes, in the 
four years preceding the passing of that 
Act, was about 1 1,000,000/, It was now 
abput ^7,000,000/. producing an annual 
profit of 800,000/. He thought it would 
be a wise course, when the Bill went into 
the Committee, to propose the insertion 
of a clause for the Bank to pay 60,000/. 
a year, or any given sum, to the public, 
until they did resume their cash payments; 
and he trusted that sonie such amendment 
would be adopted. 

Mr. F. Lewis said, he wished to add 
his protest against the dangerous system 
involved in the principle of the Bill. He 
thought a strong and unanswerable case 
had been made out for inquiry. He had 
on many occasions watched with tbo ut- 
most anxiety to collect, if possible, from 
the Right Hop. Gentleman his real opint- 
ions upon the nature of the connexion 
with the Bank, but hitherto it had been 
in rain. He could not, even after the 
speech which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had that night delirered, see thoroughly 
1 what course he proposed to himself in 
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good faitb and slnceniy. Uf^ Mid, tndetd, 
that he thought it Mghly deftlrablo tlmt 
the Bftnkfheuld return to cash pafBttntt, 
hot he did not seem to eaj it with tJMt 
confidetice as if he really betiefed himself. 
There were nmgf reasofis which led hin 
to thiBk, that the Right Hon. Gentkmra 
did not sincerely beliete that «t the end of 
two years Ihe Bank woald l>e one jot 
nearer to the resumption of cash pay- 
men ts.-^lf the Bank wero left to ttsetf, 
its intereftt was so diametrically opposfte 
to a resumption of cash payments, that it 
was utterly childish to expect from It 4 
Tol(intary proceeding of that kind. The 
House must take upon itself to make It 
compulsory, or all other measures would 
be nugatory, llic appointment of a 
Committee was, he thought, hidispensibly 
necessary, and after a due io? estigation, 
the Home could then point out the pre- 
paratory mode by which the objoct might 
be ultimately accomplished. 

Lord CASTLEftcAoA, concurring with 
the general wish of the Honseand country 
for a speedy return to payments in cash, 
iiad no intention at present to trayel oiier 
the ground which bad already been gone 
oyer, but he could not help expressing his 
decided conviction that the nwasure of 
restriclion was thp best ever adopted in 
this coantry, and had been producti?e of 
all those adtanteges which had elevated 
<the British Empire to its present pinnacle 
of grandeur. He considered the dread 
which the llt>notrrable Member who had 
5nst sat down entertained of this measure 
t>eiDg a precedent for Admin istraf ion in all 
tim« coming, to be ill founded. He wished 
the House to consider that the late war 
'had been no ordinary one, but had com- 
bined a variety of circumstances wWeh 
rendered It unparalleled in onr history, 
aud he trusted It would be alw»ys nn- 
paralleled. When 6«utlemen talked of a 
pare standard of ralne bdng kept, he 
would put it to them, how that purity 
could have been maintained rn any way so 
well as the one adopted by Parliament. 
The ^tandard of value must have been 
distorted by the precious metals being 
drawn out of the country, and It could 
■only be preserved by setting a high value 
on these metals at home. When he coti- 
aidered the various systems suggested for 
preserving rtiat purity, he fdt none equal 
to the oneadopted by Parliament, without 
•whkh he balieted tto Smik could h«vo 



remained* He decUedly thefught son^ 
measures were oeceaaary to prepare tbc 
Bank and die country for the issuing of 
payment in cash, and that it was butter €• 
act on a porsuaatve than a com potsiTo sys- 
tem* Thofvestionwasofiiiftmtemaasant, 
and was worthy of aarious consideratios. 
If compulsion were used, without doe 
preparation, the Bank would obviocl^lJ 
sofl&r a very gr^K shock. Thiey requircid 
an interval to prepare aalolary meaauros^ 
which he had no doubt the Intelligettce of 
the Bank Directors would syg^att ; whmtw- 
as, if compulsive measures wOMPimp o a ad 
on them, they vreuld only be menaced, 
and public credit endangered. The salur 
tary effects of soase regulation in the 
silver currency had been seen, and if the 
same principles were applied to gold, he 
saw every reason to bolieva the Bank 
would voluntarily cemo forward theaa^ 
selves. He thought H impossible to attri* 
bute to so respectable a body the motive 
of fHUng their own pockets by thus paying 
in paper .--^[Hear! from the Oppoaition. J 
If Gentlemen on the opposite side thougbt 
so, he begged to assure them he <lid iiet. 
He had this security, that when the gold 
exchange became sulRciently favourable, 
liiould the Bank become so infata^iKl to 
their interests as to withhold a metollkr 
drculatien, individuals wouM have it iti 
their power to carry gold to his Majestj^s 
Mint, and thus to secure a. raatailic eiro». 
hition. Afler some remarks on the ne. 
cessity of the Restrictions, the NoMe 
Fvord observed that by an intermedialie 
principle of compulsion resf>ectin«( minor 
notes some good ndght be done. His 
object was, in what he proposed, to mak^* 
matters go on smoothly, as k was better 
to tell the Bank at once the precise perimi 
at which they were called to issue cash 
than deceive them by a false period, as 
much Inconvenienco had arisen to the 
private Banks through the cotetry, from 
tho ignorasioe of ihe period when cash 
payments would be called for. 

Sir J. Newport observed, that the 
Noble Lord, in his usual style of elo- 
qnence, peculiar no doubt to himself, bet 
at all tiUMs unintenigtble to Ihe Heeae, 
had talked of *^an interoiediate principle 
of cehsipulsion." — [Hear, hetar! aed a 
hiugh.] — Bis not QfidersnuidiAg the No- 
ble f^rd aro^ probably from the .saM. 
mity of style to which the Noble Lo#d 
uttifermly asptr ed, but wMeh vms nafor- 
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^iffflit«l)r lMicce6fti1b1« tt> any {tidtvidMl 
^bM tlte Noble Lofd bittiself.-^f A lat^.]' 
He Wished t6 know if bat tWte w^rdfi 

Lord CAtfrttliBAOB sftfd, tbathenf^Mit 
it aoy t^tnpQl^ofi at all wer« to be uMd, 
it shotild only be fi>r 9aian note)* 

Sir J, NEirpORt proceeded* Now be 
bad tbe vyMstiire fbt ^tite to ^nderamnd 
the Noble LoWl ; but W6u1d it nftt huve 
been better for Irkti at drM to bate flfn^ken 
In a maniHei' A, to tt«et the cOAptiebc^isioti 
of alf, that) to have elothed bte «iean4ng 
fti ramgcffge totafly detoid of commiHi 
S€to§e?— fMttch laughter*] The Noble 
I^nJ thotigbt tbe Batik Directora would 
not be 90 indiirerettt !0 the int^re^ts of the 
'ptibfic, or so ctittitial, as to t4l their 
pockets at tbe ^pen^e of the puMfc. 
(^Hear ^ Bet did he knew that they 
-were sworti to do aH they possibly coaM 
for the pr6iiH)tioA of the intereM of their 
cottytltocnts, and most either ]per}are themw 
aeltes, or act criminally f Thfe Noble 
Lord bad said the Babk HefftricHons 
ahoflVd be taken off so soon as tbe gold 
exchatig^ -enabled yrHtate itrdifldaab to 
compete with the Bank. This was a 
happy ilhtattatfon of Ibe |>rineiple9 on 
whid) tbe ffal^ Lord acted ; but he (S\r 
J. Newport) cerialnly thought such a 
period would be eont^mpotttneous with 
"tbetermitiatfon of the Ndble Lord's po* 
Titical exijttetace. [Hear, hear ? J ** The 
fntrrmedfate principle of compulsion ** (to 
use the Nobfe Lord's exquisite phraseolo* 
gy) wtis tieither more not less than a be« 
ginning, enfih part, to circulate Cash pay. 
in«nts. Why not tffll the House so at 
once? [Hear, hear1] Why eiqiresi 
his sentknenls iti language ifninfeHigible 
by any man t^f comtnon understanding ? 
[Hear, hear, bear !] But the fact was, 
grant ^ NcfeVe Lord the fwo years he 
now sought, and there would nc^er be an 
end of ^^ his intermediate principle of 
compulsion.'^ [A laugh.] This transac- 
tion indicated in the stron|(est manner the 
too close connexion existing between the 
Bank and the Chancellor of the Ex^chequer 
for the time being. It was on this prin. 
ciple the Chancellor of the Exchequer for 
tbe day tried to get over^ by every means 
in his power ^ the awful ' aspect of public 
jtnoTfce, and endtmawred to turn away the 
tateittion of the pubUc from its alhrmfftg 
paiure. He believed on his conscience 



that this would rain finaAci^ and he pto^ 
tested lolemnly against the idea of a 
measure bdng estamished in time of pc»et, 
wbit^ had only been at irst proposed for 
^t weeks in war, and continacd from six 
weeks to six weeks. 

Mr. MANiftif^ was of opinion that two 
years were necessary, and in fact it was 
the safest course Parliament could pursue. 
it was madi better to adopt this, as it 
would prepare the country, drained aa It 
wa^, for the reception of cash pnymoala. 
Tbe question was of some impurtancn to 
tbe coUvm«rcta1 interests of the country, 
independent of the Bank. There waa no 
such oath administered to the Directors 
as the Honourable Baronot bad said, fWr 
they were merely called to exercise their 
best judgment in pnamotlng the interest 
of their oonstituents, but wore not swom. 
The HonouruMe Member entered at aome 
length, but nearly inaudible in tbeGalle. 
ry, info a variety tf inrstances, to shew 
that the issoing of notes had not %een so 
productive of roisdiief as some Members 
strppoeed. El ternal Canto had ifvterf^ped 
in a Tory great degree to prevent the poa. 
sibility of their suddenly resuming cash 
puyinents. There was not a Bank DU 
rector who did not wish to resume cosh 
payments * [Hear, hear !] Iiut at the same 
time the Bank was tbankfui for the flXU 
hi progress through ike House, as it felt 
that those payments could not l)e resumed 
for the period of two years. [Hear, hear!] 
If the return to cash payments was left to 
the discretion of she bank, such measures 
of precaution would be adopted as would 
insure its being as speedy as circamstances 
would ppnnit. 

Mr. PoHsoHBY, in reply to the Honour, 
able Gentleman who said that his Honour* 
able Frirnd bad ink^«stated the oat^ of the 
Directors, contended, that if no oath were 
taken at all, yet that the Directors were 
bound by honour and their duty to the 
proprietors to make the best profits tbcy 
could. He had no doubt that from the 
moment at which Parliament might de» 
dare their opinion of the expediency of* 
returning to cash payments, tJie Bank Di. 
rectors would take the necessary steps 
that would lead to that return , but he 
had also no doubt that until such a decla- 
ration Should be made by P a r lia n ic ut, 
things would go on in the way in which 
they now did. The object of his Ho- 
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nonrable »nd Learned. FHend's; motion) 
waff to fix some time at ni^bfich th« }Iou9e 
, might declare iti opinion that : it. would' 
b^ proper and safe .for- tKe Baiok to rjesume 
.cash payments^ . Jf tbtc Houoe refused to 
Accede to the motion, >; he. (Mr^ P.) 'and 

( erecy bodyctse, 'mbst4hink.tha^th<$.ipea.i 
sure of restriction, was intended to be a^ 

. measure of perpetuity, i 
. .M^. Baaumj; expressed his. sense of the 
necessity Of '^cetuming, as soon as it was 
practible to ffi^ SO4 to cash pajments ; and 

. eitposod tik'c' absurdity of the statement 

, made by •the Chancellpr of the Excheq^ipr, 
that the crrculiv^on (>f*>the. patpef. was safe,^ 

, becaiisift it was" issued Toli]^|^rilf-r->the 
great nwiis o.f thetBank^per beiiig issued 
coippulsorily, in^h'e payment of the.pub-i 
lie creditor^ and in the other great tninsJ 

. actions of Gjorerliment. Still, he coo- 
tetujed, that there had been no abuse on 

. tbA p^rt of .the. Bank in the aqiount of the 

. paper, put . into ;cir$ulation. ,.In fac^, it 

, was ienpo«sH>le that jihe Goferipors of the 
Bank cou}d .mismafiftge^iiu this respect,^ 

'.withont; injtirUlgrUiQmseWe^, ;nore than 

. anj^ (Hth^r ctas^ of the. community.. . With 
refercncato the tijy^stton beforq th^ House, 
he maiittaioedithajt Bothing covid be more 

:.«alculated iP ln)p«de the reifi!;4i.lo>c$i8W 
payments, thari any pledge made by 
Parllfm^t on (he subject. As for the 
d9<|arfit,icKt 6f . opinJoQ recommended by 
the lio^iMablfe Gient'teiQao ^ho had jtist 
spol(QO^>th^ j¥as. akea^^io p< found 'in^ 
the BiU.no^iftprogX^s-' * : ; 

Lorl For^sroN a su^por^ the motion^ 
and eiwfeijsecl hisjrtn persuasion, that if 

r. the. Bifji ifiJ^sQd theyinigkt at well enact 

a perpetualsusp'ension of cash payments. 

MjCj,QKl8in»8QK* </^c/ar«i/ (hat he was 

for rctuf^ningjq^ciuh.pfi^menis as soon as 
. would be cqnii^tent mth'/he pahiic interest. 
Uptil t^ei paper ctfpul^tion of this country 1 

l)ecame poiHIertil^Ie ,at pleasure into coin, 

that circ^ati^B would not be in a satisfac. ' 
tory^ state. He admitted also, that .the 



'BUS i^enaion of cash payments, and the cod* 
ipqll^/isuie. of paper,, had- occasioned 
much mischief by the encouragement they 
aifoj^ded' to Inordinate speculation. But 
"^^i^ohithe other hand, if cash payments 
hadj^Ojen renew^d'at a former period, the 
couT^try ^ould not hav^ been ablo U^ make 
those ; ^xeitiops wliich had more thao 
counterbahinced^Tfry inconfenience. Ad- 
Tcrting to the proposition made by the 
Honourable and Learned Gentleman, he 
maintained that it would be unwise for 
Parliament to take the direction of tke 
matter in^o their owa hands i. but it was 
jesseritial; that, (h^yshpulfli declare to the 
Bank aii^-,to the cb^trjt, ^t^ti^they er- 
.pfcted- that cash payments should be re- 
sume4> and that thfy. wrrf aware.that there 
was .^ no ^f^ty to tKe property of the 
coqntrybut in a recurrence to the ancient 
system of our ciirrency. He hoped, there- 
fore, that wki^h the House went into a 
Committee on the Bill; his Right Hoiiour- 
able Friend would propose the introduc- 
tion in the preamble, of a declaTatioii.that 
the time allowed to the Bank was to 
enable them, to prepare ibr a return te 
cash pay mentis. . -v.,»l«» « 

, Mr. TuoMPsoir ciiprepMd his confident 
h^)e« th^H^ the course of the year specie 
would be circulating in great abundance 
in this country ; founding this opinion 
on^e fact of the grejit pise of the ex- 
ttiange. If i^in the last %ur months. He 
hop^thetime^wasni^t far distant, when, 
as had been ^aid by..a. Right Honourable 
Qefitljdman opposite,' on a former occa- 
sion, cTery man wouk) hare a guinea in 
his. pocket; and it woyld then be seen 
what, little aniieiy there would be for 
^ank^notes. He concluded. by. expressing 
a hope, that. Ministers would promote 
th^ produotif e labour of the oouhtry, in 
which, more thap gold, its real wcelth 
consisted. 

(Tolfe Cofdimtcd.) 
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TO THE 

Peofle ot THE United States op 
America. 

LETTER XIV. 

BaUle at Chenohle.-^Staie of France. — 
Cauifi of a new Revolution^^^Conte' 
qmences to the English SyMtem.'^Land» 
tng of the English Amba$$ador in Ame^ 
rica» — Complaini of (he ojficers of the 
J^iger — Sir Fronds Burdeti. 



BcUey, 95a Mmf, 1816. 

Ton will have heard, long before this 
reaches you, of the battle, which has re- 
ceotiy talcen (dace at Grenoble in France; 
hat, yoa will not have heard any tme ac* 
coant of the impression, which that event 
has made in England, where, as I hare re- 
peatedly shown, exists the ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * 
««««•«♦*««»♦, The alarm 
is felt in all the cabinets of Europe; bnt, 
here ; here it is, amongst the ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
* * that the greatest alarm is experienced. 

It appears, that the '^ attack'^ on Gre- 
noble was not so mnch an attack on that 
place, as it was a general commotion, or 
rising in the whole district, of which Gre- 
noble forms a part. Six hundred men are 
not killed in battle without some fighting. 
It appears, that an extensiTe district was 
in a state of insurrection, and that it still 
is so. Such documents as the following 
show Tery clearly what is the situation of 
that part of France ; and they merit bein^ 
recorded even in a work where there is 
so little room to spare ; for they are of the 
Tery essence of political history. 

" On the 7th the Pre/M publiihed an 
<^ Arrets to the following efflect : — 

^^ Considering that justice and public 
"^^ eiKample require that all those who par- 
^^ tictpated in the sedition with force and 
'^ arms, which broke out on the night of 
*^ the 4th of May, should be inexorably 
^^ pursued and deliyered to the Pre? otal 
*« Court; 

^^ That general security requires th^y 



^< should be deprired of ^very means of 
^^ refuge and defence ; and consequently 
^^ that, as a measure of high police, a ge* 
'^ neral disarming ought to take place ; 

^^ Therefore all those who within 24 
'^^ hours from the publication of the pre* 
*^ sent arrets shall not hare delivered up 
^^ to the Mayors of their respective Com* 
^^ munes all weapons of war and cartouches. 
^^ which may be in any manner at iheit 
'' disposal, shall be considered as accom- 
^^ pllces in the sedition, and criminally pro- 
<^ secuted as such ; as shall likewise all 
^^ (hose who, knowing of any depot of 
^^ arms or cartouches, do not give infor* 
^^ mation thereof. 

^^ Every inhabitant is required to m^e 
^^ a declaration of the hunting arms in his 
^^ possession. 

^' All persons convicted of givfa^ an 
^^ asylum to rebels shall be regarded as 
^^ accomplices, aild criminally prosecuted 
^^ as such. 

^^ A recompeoco of from 100 to S,000 
^^ francs is promised to all those who shall 
^^ deliver up the authors, leaders, or abet* 
^< tors of the sedition. 

" Guilot, an ancient Officer of Artillery, 
^^ who directed the insurrection of that 
^' Commune, and who, once saved from 
^' capital punishment by the gooduess of 
^^ the Duke of Angouleme, has covered 
^^ himself with tKe double infamy of ingra* 
^^ titude and treason, is denounced to the 
^^ public vengeance. He who shall arrest 
,^^ him is to receive five hundred francs.'' 

PaOCLAMATION OP THE X-IEUTrif ANT-GE- 
MERAL COMMANDING THE TtII MILI- 
TARY DIVISION, AND OF THE PREFECT^ 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TSERE. 

^^ The Lieotenant-General commanding 
" the 7th Military Division, and the Pre- 
" feet of the Isere, make known to* the 
^^ inhabitants of that department that a te* ■ 
^^ iegraphic dispatch brings them the fol- 
" lowing instructions : — (iStk May^ 6 p.m.) 

** The Department of the Isere is to be » 
" considered as in a state of siege. The 
" Civil and Military Authorities hAve a 
" disck'etionary power. 
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" The King is 8atis6cd with the Magis- 
" trates and the Militarj. Troops are in 
" motion on different points to occupy the 
" department of the Isere. and ensure the 
"just punishment of the rebels. 

" These instructions, which suspend the 
• ordinary course of the laws, must re-as- 
" sure all peaceable citizens who know 
^^ that their Military and Civil Authorities 
" are constantly watching for the main- 
tenance of order and the good of the 
service of the King. Let l>ad citizens 
tremble. For the robels, the sword of 
" the law is about to strike them. 

" The Prefect Count Montli vault. 

" Lleutefiaiit-General Donadieu. 
** May 8." 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

"oRENOnLE, may 8. 

" '^*>® Lieutenant-General, considerinjr 

that notwithstanding all the searches and 

all the orders of police hitherto given for 

discovering and apprehending the Sieur 

u ,1, ' '^"**^''' *'*® principal author of 

tJ:e revolutionary movement which took 

place at Lyons in the course of the 

,^^ month of January last, he has not only 

escaped tiie pursuit directed against him, 

^^ but found places of refuge in this depart- 

u "^uV J" <^«nsequence of which he was 

enabled to become the principal acent 

^^of the open rebellion, with force and 

« f'™»;i^*i»ch broke out in the night of 

the 4th, hereby decrees, as a measure of 

extraordinary security : 

u " ^r*.' /• . '^*'® inhabitants of the house 
I* in which the said Sieor Didier shall be 

u ^^!i^' '!lf " ^ delirered np to the 
Military Commission to be shot. 

a c' ^' i^j**^?' ''*^" ^^''^^'- "P the said 
Sieur Didier, dead or alire, shall receive, 

« ? ^^%,^^'' «"" ^^ ^^ francs. 
« 1. .u ^® M"»tary Commanders and 

all the chiefs of the armed force, are 
*| charged with the execution of th7pre. 
" sent order. *^ 

"64; height, fiye feet five; hair almost 
" white, eye.brow8 black, beard bhck 
,1 *"^ fJ^yKhl^"" forehead, aquiline nose, 

mcmth middle size, walks negligenUy 
** and stoops a little." ^ ^' 

In spite of all this, who would not 
rather be in the place of the ''ISkur Didier'' 
ttaiMQ that of Loub " the Desir^ ?" These 
O^cnmcattspcalLTohiraes. It is impossible 



not to see, that the half of the population 
of France mast be exterminated, in order 
to establish the reign of the Bourbons. 
Louis m^y proclaim as long as he pleases. 
He only proclaims the hatred of French- 
men against his family and against their 
allies. Uis proclamations will he answered 
by execrations; and the knighthoods 
which he bestows on his adherents will be 
regarded by the People at large as badges 
of infamy. ° 

This affair opens pretty clearly the 
prospect before. us. The hireling news- 
papers now begin to say, that, though we 
have peace with <'the amiitlfie Monardi of 
" France," we have not peace with ike 
people of that country. This they now 
openly acknowledge; and, they do so 
because they are compelled to do it, in 
order to ju^lifymeasures like those of the 
Sianding army and the Alien Act At 
first, Oh ! what a happy peace ! How 
glorious! How secure and lasting! What 
safety ; what permanent safety, had we 
obtained ! And, was it not worth a twenty- 
two years' war and a debt of a thousand 
millions, (o obtain such a peace ? But, 
wore, behold, we have no peace with the 
people of France, who are again called 
"bloody Jacobins," and accused of 
sighing for the regime of 1793. So that, 
none of our expence^ are removed, rhey 
are now greater than they were in 1806 
or iaP7. And they must continue greater 
for ever, unless the interest of the Debt be 
in part lof^d off. In 1 807, that interest 
was about 30 millions. It is now 44 
millions. Yet^ we have not Jinished the 
^^r. The Ministers themselves htive de. 
dared, that we are in an intermediate 
stale, between war and peace. Before 
that state changes into a state of peace, 
are not the chances, that the French na- 
tion will again be roused ? Are not the 
chances in favour oi a rupture of tone 
sort on the condhent? At any rate, h 
there the smallest room to expect, that 
we shall see any diminnition of expenoe ? 
And, if we dp not see any diminutiou of 
expence, what a prospect have tkefoad- 
holders before them ? 

But, let us trail along in this stale of 
misery for four or five years, then lett^ 
French people riae, and what are we to 
do. Can we add another thousand mil- 
lions to our debt? No: wemustleaTe 
the French people to settle th«ir owo 
affairs ia (heir own way, and suffer their 
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€xamfle to sprend in ali directions. Here, 
then, is the old ground of alarm to our 
lystem again staring it in the face, and 
with ten-fold terrors. In this case, I 
shonld not. be at all surprised to see 
Napoleon •*♦*♦♦•*»»•*♦ 
««•«•»«•«»». This isTiot my 
opinion only. It is the opinion of many 
others, and those, too, persons of great 
political judgment. It is very certain, 
that, previously to the first foil of NapO' 
leon ; that is to say, about 1811, a scheme 
was on foot to **»**♦*** * 
* ». And, indeed, this would have been a 
grand resort! But it would have failed-in 
the end ; and no will any scheme which 
shall not include the secure existence and 
prosperity of the paper-«noney mammoth, 
on which every thing, not only in Eng- 
land, but in all Europe, depends, as far 
as regards the cause of freedom. 

Thus, then, the stru^le is not over^ 
«ay the Cossacks what they will to the 
contrary. Their precesnons at Boston 
vrerepremnfure^ and so were their thanks' 
givingg. They may yet, before they die, 
have the pleasure of embracing some of 
those '* legitimate'' gentry, of whom they 
seem so fond, and with whom the people 
of Europe, and especially those of France, 
seem extremely willing to part. Be the 
contrary the results What then? Why, 
at the ' very least, unrelaxed taxation in 
England, and the regular progress of our 
funding system towards that point at 
which it must stop. For, you will ob- 
serve, and always keep 1o view, that it is 
not on the faith of fund-holders, or any 
body els?, that the thing depends. It is 
upon the ejects, which the system goes 
on producing upon the people. Do yon 
think, for instance, that it can go on, un- 
til one half of the whole population are 
paupers ? It cannot be. Something very 
material, from some imritediate cause or 
other, must take place, in the way of 
change before a people can be brought to 
such a pass. Incessant fluctuations in all 
sorts of property and affairs will, of them- 
selves, change the very character of the 
people as dealers and proprietors ; and 
will cut up the resources of the country 
by the roots. The immense emigration 
now going on, and which will increase, 
will produce,- in a few years, a sensible 
rlTect. Daring the debates upon the 
Alteo Bulwark Act, a Member observed, 
that he wished for some act to prevent 



emigration vAso, This clearly shews, that 
ih? evil is one of great magnitode.' 

But, the facts to keep in view are, that 
the struggle is not over ; that we are now 
paying as much as we paid during the war, 
up to 1807 ; and that, unless a reduction 
take, place in the interest of the debt, we 
must pay as much for ever. These are 
the facts to be always kept in vbw, and 
will always furnish a complete answer to 
all the Cossacks upon the face of the earth. 
In the meanwhile the good part of the po- 
pulation is fast making its way to America^ 
there io add to the mind and to the physi* 
cal powers of freedom. Five or six years 
of a state like this in Europe will add a 
million of men io your populatfon from 
the source of emigration ; while, on this 
side of the Atlantic, no renovation, no 
additional strength, no revival of spirit, 
will take place ; but, in every quarter, re- 
gular and speedy decline. Keep you 
united. . Guard well against aristocracy in 
every shape ; and the cause of freedom 
will eventually triumph ; and that, too, at 
no very distant day. We often rejoice at 
what we ought to lament - and often la* 
ment at what ought to be A subject of joy. 
If Napoleon had remained in power, there 
might have been better ground for the pro- 
cessions and thanksgivings of the malignant 
Cossacks of New England, if he had 
been firmly seated in his empire of the 
West, he might have handed it down, twenw 
ij or thirty years hence, to his ton, a 
branch of the House of Austria. In the 
meanwhile he had f^xven proofs of his desire 
to make common cause with all the ene- 
mies of free government. Ilis great talents; 
his greater renown ; the admiration >vhich 
his deeds in arms naturally excited, and 
especially in a people like the French ; 
the gratitude which the French thought 
they owed him for the fame he had-acquired 
for their country ; nay, even his m ifh and 
merciful code of laws; all mi^li(, and, 
indeed, miisf^ have \vovkcd a^uiinst the 
cause of freedom, if be^had 'remained, ^as 
he would, the enemy of that ea«j*^e. He 
was become the supporter and creator of 
Royal Dynasties. He would have been 
master of all the rest ; but that v%ould not 
have mended the matter. He would have 
mpported all the rest. He would never 
have taken part with any people. He ut- 
tered, towards the close of his reign, as 
many and as bitter philippics against Ja- 
cobins as Pitt or Dundas ever uttered. In 
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order, in tbort, to be what he aimed at, 
and what he really wai, it was absolutely 
neoeasary, that all Europe should consist 
of a set of small despotisms, dependant on 
him. If, therefore, his power had once 
been consolidated by the adoption of a 
sdieme, such as i have mentioned abo?e, 
the cause of freedom, in Europe, at least, 
must have perished, if he had lived for 
twenty or thirty years. 

By his fall a chance has been afforded of 
seeing better days. New scenes of pillage 
and persecution and blood without doubt ; 
but, now, at any rate, despotism will not 
be decorated in th^ attire of valour and 
science. It will appear, as it ought, in its 
native garb. The pillaging of the ^lle^ 
ries and museums and breaking up of the 
National Schools and Institute, though the 
acts, in thcfmselves, are what 1 have before 
described them to be, will produce great 
good. They were, without being intended 
to be such, acts of justice towcrds the 
Armies aud the Republican Assemblies 
of France. The Bourbons had no right 
to retain what was won by the valour and 
the wisdom of those whom they accompa- 
nied foreign armies to overthrow. Thei/ 
had no right to possess the Column of 
Austerliizy or the Bridge of Jena, There 
they are, as they ought to be, with nothing 
but their guards and their priests as embel- 
lishments. They can never do a millionth 
part of the mischief, that Napoleon, 
settled down a despot would have done. 
Under him despotism would have bound 
men with gilded chains^ Now, she comes 
with bare iron to maoacle them. The 
charm is taken away. 

« Well," say the Cossacks, "but, af^er 
"all, thi3 despotism is the natural end of 
*' revolution.'' Oh, oo ! For, this waa not 
the case in America ; and, I should be put 
fh jail for many years, if I were to say, 
that it was the case in England. On the 
contrary, we call ours a ^^ glorious revo- 
lution ; " and, if it be a glorious deed to 
fi^ck off a king and his family in Englaad, 
and to make it treason to adhere to him, 
why maT it not be glorious in any other 
Gouutry? But, this Is not the point. The 
point is, whether any other revolution 
ought to be attempted, seeing that th^ 
JITrench revolution has coded in the res* 
toration of the old despotism ; or« as your 
Cossacks hava it, in the return of the 
*^ legitimate sovereign." Why, yes, to be 
iore^ or, at least, iki$ is no reason why ^ 



another revolution ought not to beat- 
tempted. Was it ever yet held as a max- 
im, that, merely because a man has failed 
in any undertaking, he ought^ never to 
undertake the same thing again ? What 
would become of soldiers or of lovers if 
this maxim were adopted? What of far- 
mers, gardeners, or planters ? What ! 
is no new trial to be granted in court of 
nations? Is no writ of error to be demand- 
ed in favour of a ;)eo;>/tf .* What! because 
our ships of war failed most lamentably in 
their battles with yours, during the last 
war, is big John Bull never to try hislufck 
again, except on the Serpentine River? 
J would ask that celebrated essayist. Cap- 
tain Henry, whether he thinks, that his 
failure ought to discourage any other 
adventurer in the same line ? 

Well, then, if, in none of these instan- 
ces, failure ought to put an end to future 
efforts, why in the particular instance of 
political revolutions? Why should not 
the French, or any other people, try their 
hand at a revolution, if they areconvtnced 
tlicy have a base and wicked crew to go- 
vern them ? Besides, there is experience 
now to guide the French, if the idea 
should takQ them. They have now seen 
the cause of their failure; and, of course, 
are less likely to fail again. They have 
now seen the difference in the effects of 
their schemes and that of this United 
States. They have seen what that go« 
vcrnmcnt has been able to do in war. 
With nil this experience, they would not 
easily fall into their former errors. The 
people, too, have had a republican ednca^ 
tion ; or, at least, something approaching 
towards it. Then, again, that condition 
of the great enemy of their revolution is 
very much changed^ John Bull would, 
I dare say, 1^ as ready as ever to poar 
out upon them; but John Bull wouM 
not have the same means as before. A 
nation does not a second time contract a 
thousand mtllions of debt. 

It is nonsense, therefore, to say, that 
the French will never attempt another 
revolution. The end of the last ha» not 
boon a natural end. It has been an mi* 
natural end. If, indeed, the French had 
been left to themselves ; if nobody had 
interfered with them ; if so many nations 
iaud not made war upon them ; if Bruns- 
wick and his Germans had not Invaded 
them with threats of fire and sword. 
Then, indeed, the atrocitiei of theFronch 
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rerofation (though falling infinitelj short 
of the atrocities of the Bourbons, com- 
mitted on the Protestants of France at 
Tarioiis times) would have been fairly 
ascribed to the re? olution ; but, as it was, 
the whole progress of the rerolution pre- 
sented nothing but war external and in- 
ternal, until the despotism of Napoleon 
came and produced internal peace. 

One thing is certain ; and that is, that 
Europe cannot long remain as it now is. 
This government, which is the pivut of 
the whole, is in such a state as to render 
a change, a material change, of some sort, 
absolutely neceshary. And, whenever 
any such change shall take place, the 
efi'ects of it will be felt from Cadiz to 
St. Petersburgh. 

John Buli/s Ambassador to America 
was, it would appear, disappointed at the 
reception ho met with on his landing in 
your country. My authority is the fol- 
lowing paragraph, published in our news- 
papers. 

*^ The Narcissus, Capt. G. A. Crofton, 
** arrived at Portsmouth, on Thursday, 
^< from Halifax and Bermuda. The Niger, 
^^ Capt. Jackson, had arrived at Halifax, 
*^ having landed the Hon. Mr. Bagot, 
^^ Ambassador to America, at, Annapolis, 
^^ Mr. Bagot had no reason to Jeel flat- 
** tered uith the reception he experienced; 
^< it appeared to the officers of the Niger, 
^^ that the Americans were apprehensive, 
^^ should they even suffer their natural 
^ curiosity to be gratified at the moment, 
** it nnght give a degree of eclat to the 
** arrival of the English Ambassador; they 
^ therefore shut themselves up in their hou- 
•^ ses. lliey could not^r^ a salute^ as their 
** guns upon the fort were out of order. — 
" Eight of the Niger's men deserted from 
(< the boat, and no authoritative aid could 
*< be obtained to discover their retreat, 
^^ The Niger, so soon as she had landed 
^* all the Ambassador's suite* proceeded 
*< to Halifax, and was there preparing to 
'^ receive oo board Gen. Sir John Sher- 
^< brooke, for Quebec, he having been 
^< appointed Governor of Upper Canada, 
f^ The Narcissus was 18 days from Ber- 
<^ mada. She has sailed for the River to 
«< be paid off." 

What flattering did Mr. Bagol want, 
I wonder? Did he expect you to run 
ont and prostrate yourselves before him, 
and Uck his hand, or his shoes i What ! 
tiieee <^ officer^ of the Niger'* expected, 



I suppose, that the people of Annapolil 
were to range themselves in two lines 
with bare heads for the Hon. Mr. Bagot 
to walk through ? He ought, I snppose, 
as they thought, to have bis way strewed 
with flowers to, the City of Washington, 
that grand scene of the exploits of Ross 
and Cockburn ? " Eclat '^ indeed I what 
eclat should the people of Annapolis 
make u]^on such an occasion ? What 
cared they for the Hon. Mr. Bagot any 
more than for another man ? And what 
should they care? I do not believe, 
however, that they " shut themselves up 
^'in their houses*' to avoid him. They are 
not such fools. But, it is one of the fol* 
lies of John Bull's gentlemen, that, where* 
ever they go, they are surprised, if all the 
world do not run gaping alter them and 
pulling hats off to them. The people of 
America care nothing about " great peo- 
« pie." If the " officers of the Niger" had 
wanted a shouting mob at the heels of 
Mr. Bagot, they should have taken out 
a detachment of the bullet-proof-coach 
rabble, and such of those who followed 
^' Old Blucher" about. But, in order 
to have effected their purpose in a hand- 
some manner^ they should have carried 
out a dozen ton of strong beer as well as 
the rabble. Then Mr. Bagot would have 
been most cordially welcomed. " Fire a 
^^ salute'* indeed ! What shpuld an Amc.' 
rican furt fire a salute for upon such aa 
occasion ? What subject of joy was it to 
America, that an English public envoy 
had arrived? The silliness of all this 
surpasses even its conceit and impudence. 
Was it because Mr. Bagot was the son 
of a Lord that all this piece of work ; all 
this edat^ was to take place ? Ju^t as if 
the Americans had not seen Lords and. 
Knights and Honourables before! Just 
as if they had not seen Sir George Prevost^ 
Sir James Yeo, Sir Alexander and Sir 
John Cochrane, Sir £• Packenham, and 
the ever-memorable Sir George Cockburn, 
to say nothing of Sir William Howe, Sir 
Henry Clinton, and Lord Comwallis? 
Smyth tells a story of the capture of 
LoRB Percy, now Duke of Northumber. 
land, at, or jnst after, the battle of Lex- 
ington. The Yankee Soldiers had pat 
his Jjordship in prison In a room of what 
we call a public house, and what you call 
a tavern, in %Qm» country place. The 
people of the neighbonrhood, who knew 
Qothidg of Lf^rdi except by hearsajr, 
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crowded to the tavern to see the Noble 
Personage ; when a yoong girl^ who was 
looking through the window at him, ex- 
claimed : " what! is that a iordj you? 
** Gome away Jemima!" The people of 
Annapolis have, I dare say, something 
else to do than to stare at I^rds, or 
Lords' 80IIS, or at any such people. I'll 
engage, that there were Tery few of them 
who knew who Mr. Bagot was, and not 
one who would ha?c shut himself up in 
his house for the sake of either avoiding 
him or for any other purpose connected 
with his arrival. Bot, pray, when did 
the people here give any edcU to the arri- 
Tal of an Ambassador ? And especially 
of an American Ambassador? When did 
we Jlre salutes upon such an occasion ? 
Oh! we are big John Bull ! Verily this 
insolence is a little ilUtimed as to Amc- 
rica. It may do with regard to the poor, 
crawling, lousy wretches in Spain, Por- 
tugal, and Naples, and the other countries 
that are under the dread of England ; 
bat, it will not do with regard to Ame< 
rlca, except, indeed, as far as relates to 
the Cossacks of New England, who, per- 
haps, might have been willing to crawl 
upon their bellies to give eclat to the ar- 
rival of a Lord's son. 

The best way, upon such occasions, is 
for the Blue and Buff to hold their 
tongues. They cannot complain with any 
elect. Thoy can obtain no redress; for, 
I can assure them, that John Bull, con- 
ceited as he is, is not prepared to add five 
hundred millions to his debt and twenty 
millions a year to his taxes in order to 
avenge this pretended slight to the Honour- 
able Mr. Bagot. John will have to pay the 
amount of Mr. Bagot's salary and the 
expences of his mission, together, most 
probably with a couple of thousands a 
year to that gentleman for life ; and that 
is quite enough for John without a new 
war on account of the taciturnity of the 
people of Annapolis. No, no! "the 
*^ officers of the Niger " will. not succeed 
in stirring up strife between the two coun- 
tries upon this account. The history of 
the events of the last war is still before us. 
, But, they must talk; they must send 
forth paragraphs ; they must let their an- 
ger have vent What in all the world but 
aa UQCoiquerable propensity to do this 
could have induced them to publish to 
the wbrld, that « Eight of the Niger's 
^^iQen desertdft frwn the boat'' wMch 



landed the Ambassador ? This must hate 
been nearly the whole of the boat's crew. 
Now, what could be the cause of this? 
These were not pressed men ; for the ship 
was manned with people enlisted since the 
peace. It is well known, indeed, that she 
lay a good while waiting for men. We 
never hear of any American seamen de« 
sorting. At any rate, why was this fact 
told to the world? Were the men bad 
men? If they were, it is well known, 
that the best of a crew arc fcenerally se- 
lected for such services; and what, then, 
were the rest of the ship's company? 
And, could no better men be enlistt'd? If 
they were good men, what could make 
them leave their boat ? Was the iempta- 
tion so strong? If so, zthat was that 
temptation ? What a country must that 
be, where such powerful temptations to 
remain exist ? These eight men, it seems, 
uere not discouraged by the cold recep- 
tion of the Ambassador. They clearly 
expected a dilfcrent sort of reception. 
When our seamen land in Spain and Por- 
tugal, or any other of the Social-OrdiT 
countries, we never hear of their running 
away. The land of America set'ms to be 
spread over with bird-lime; or, else, the 
people must have love-powder to give to 
our fellows. 

Be the cause what it may, however, the 
best way would be, in all such cases, to 
hold our tongues ; for^ the comjUaint^ 
which the statement of this fact was in- 
tended to introduce, was, that ^^ no 
^^ authoritative aid could be obtained to 
'* discover their retreat,*^ This is ih^ jet 
of the narrative. This was the object 
principally in view. As if the govern^ 
menty or nation^ of America had, in this 
case, committed an unjustifiable act against 
us; against England, In the first place, 
what should the people of Annapolis 
want these men to desert for? What 
good could their desertion do any of the 
people of Annapolis, or any other of the 
people of America? Why should skny 
Governor, Justice of the Peace, or any 
body else wish them to desert? And, in 
the next place, how should any of the 
people have any thing to do in the ki- 
ducing of them to desert, or in the secret^ 
ing of them, seeing that ^^ all the people 
^' had shut themselves op in their housesf " 
No ^< authoritative aid could be obtaiDed** 
ceftaiuly, because no justice of the peuoe^ 
could great a warraot for au^ such pur* 
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pose. The moment the sailor was landed, 
the law protected kim^ I presume, and I 
am sure it did, unless breach of contract 
ronld be nrjBjed in this case; and then, 
the affair would require legal inve4ti^ation. 
How was any magistrate to issue his war- 
rant for discovering the retreat of these 
men ? For, I would have the English 
nation bear in mind, that an American's 
house l« teallif his castle, and is not to be 
Stjrmed with impunity. Suj,pose one of 
** the Officers of the Ni<rci*' had forced 
his way into a house in search of any of 
his men, and had been shot bv the ownt-r 
or his servant, or by the bailor by the 
owner's command. Do ^* the Officers of 
the Niger" think that this would have 
been murder? 1 can assure them that it 
would not. And, as to searching zsith a 
aarrantj upon tchat ground was the war- 
rant to be granted ? What was the oath 
to express ? It could riot alledge, that the 
man to be searched for had committed 
any crime against the laws of Amcripa ; 
and yei^ without such allegation, I am 
very sure, that no search warrant could 
be legally granted by a justice of the 
peace in America. What do these officers 
mean, then, by their complaint^ There 
was no l^'gal authority to assist them. 
Did they want to suspend the settled laws 
of America? The sailors who had de- 
serted had as good a claim to be protected 
by the law as the Ambassador himself 
had. Not that they did right in desert- 
ing ; for they had voluntarily entered; 
but, the laws of America were not to be 
suspended for the sake of their being 
taken back to their duty. A justice of 
the peace, in England, has no legal 
authority to issue a* warrant to search for 
an American deserter, if such a man 
should ever exist in England. Why, then, 
should we think of claiming such inter- 
position in America ? Are tlie laws of 
all countries to give way at our nod ? In 
short, it U impudence and ignorance that 
suggest the publication of articles like 
this. You will, I am sure, stick to yeur 
laws. 

Of Sir Francis Burdett I have spo- 
ken to you before; but, I have By no 
means done justice to his Efforts in the 
public cause. Von know what the tio* 
nourahle House is rery well. 1 have 
given you a description of that ; and, a 
tcry true and ? ery prttty description it 



IS. Very well, then, only figure to your- 
selves such a man as Sir Francis 6ur- 
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THE AMERICAN PACKET. ' 
No. III. 

My Dear John Bull, 

\n the first Number I gaveyou an outline 
of the Political Parties in America. I said, 
that the Aristocrats, who have been the 
friends of our government^ were called 
Federalists^ and, that the staunch friends 
of freedom were called tlepublicans. But, 
you will observe, that it is, in fact, only 
a small portion of the Federalisfs who arc 
really of the Aristocratic clan, and who 
really are friends of the English govern, 
mcnt. Both parties are, in reality, re- 
publicans to the back-bone. They love 
their country and their government. The 
contest between the two parties is a con- 
test for powor ; and such a contest, so long 
as there is nothing base and sordid in it ; 
so long as it has not plunder^ so long as it 
has not public robberj/^ in view, has no. 
thing hurtful about it. But, amongst the 
Federalists^ there have grown up some 
men, who appear to have abandoned 
every good political principle. Such are 
the men, of which the Hertford Convenm 
Hon was composed. These persons have, 
as far as they have been able, allied them, 
selves with all the enemies of freedom in 
Europe. Their hostility has not been 
against this or that measure of their go. 
vernmcnt ; but against the principles of 
the government. One of the priests in 
New England openly declared in a ser. 
mon, that the English Monarchy was pre- 
ferable to the government of America* 
These men set on foot processions and 
thanksgivings, when the news arrived of 
the entrance of the Cossacks into Paris 
and of the restoration of the Bourbons* 
Hence they have been called the Cossacksy 
which is the name that I shall Always 
make~ use of, when I am speaking of the 
Aristocratic faction in America; for, it 
would be most unjust to confound such 
men as Mr. Rufub Kino, for instance^ 
with such men as Mr* Chis, or Mr* 
GooDLOE Harper. 

To such a length did the Cossacks 
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cany their passion for Ro^al Govern^ 
tnenty that, upon the occasion just alluded 
to, a priest, or parson, at Boston, of the 
name of Chaining, put up the following 
thanksgif ing : 

^^ ^ Most holy, most merciful God,' ex- 
^^ claims the priest, < thine was the 
" work ; thine be the glory ! The 
** sceptre of France is now wielded 
^^ again by a benignant soTorcign, who 
*^ will heal her wounds. ' 

^^ ' Europe then is free! Most trans- 
*^ porting deliirerance!' 

^^ ^ Europe now flies for shelter and 
^^ peace to the pure and mild principles 
*^ of Christianity. ' 

^^ ^ The old and rerered institutiona of 
** Europe are restored. ' 

*^ * Thrones and goTernments which 
^^ had endured for ages, were OTcrturn* 
^^ cd,' but they are now re-e&tablished. *' 

Do not your fingers itch, reader, to 
sieze the Reverend hypocrite aud tumble 
him head-long from his pulpit? What a 
scandal to the town of Boston (formerly 
the seat of the elect of free-men) that such 
an impious farce should have been acted 
in its precincts! The joy of the Cos- 
sacks was proportioned to the sorrow of 
the rest of the Americans, who, though 
they were as far as the friends of freedom 
in England were from appro? ing of many 
of the deeds of Napoleon, saw, in his fall, 
the restoration of all the old despotisms 
and persecutions in Europe, and who, 
therefore,^ deeply lamented that fait. As 
these enlightened friends of freedom ap- 
prehended, so it turned out ; and we had 
▼ery soon to record the restoration of 
the Pope, the Jesuits, th^ Dominicans and 
the Inquisition. These instruments of 
*^ the rnild and pure principles of Christ!- 
^^ anity *' having returned into power and 
operation, the blood of Protestants began 
to flow. The consequences of the fall of 
Napoleon ; the terrible acts which have 
been committed against ci?il and religious 
liberty, have, as it was natural to expect 
they would, produced a great sensation in 
America; and, as was also natural, has 
made the Cossack faction hang their 
heads. 

This faction are now reminded of their 
rejoicings and their thanksgivings at the 
restoration of the Bourbons. The peo- 
ple of America have their eye upon all 
that posses here. They have well ob- 



served the conduct of oar government 
and our clergy as to the massacres of the 
Protestants in France, and as to the 
treatment of the Patriots in Spain . Thej 
will soon learn, that the French govern- 
ment is at work to restore what was called 
the property of the Church ; that the Con- 
vents and Churches, which had been pur- 
chased by Protestants, and applied to the 
purposes of Protestant worship, have been 
taken from them, and that they are, as in 
the former times of the Bourbons, com- 
pelled to worship God in holes and cor- 
ners. They will also learn, that all Pro- 
testant School-masters are put out of em- 
ploy, and that Catholics supply their 
place. They will learn, in short, that, 
while an English and Cossark and Prus- 
sian and Austrian army are keeping the 
Bourbons on the thrones of France, Spain, 
and Naples and the Pope in his Chair, 
the persecution of Protestants, in all those 
countries, and every species of religious 
intolerance, is going on. 

The^e facts will all be well known in 
America, where the fall of Napoleon will 
be, every day, more and more lamented, 
and, of course, where the Cossacks, who 
put up Uianksgiving for that fall will be 
more and more despised. It will never 
do for them to say, that they did not leish 
for the restoration of the Pope, the Jesnits 
and the Inquisition, and that they la/neni 
the murder and degradation of the Pro- 
testants of France. They did wish for all 
these, they must have wished for all these, 
because they did wish for the restoration 
of the Bourbons J under whom all these 
had formerly existed. But the Cossacks 
will^ perhaps, say, that they hoped^ that 
the Bourbons would become the patrons 
of civil and religious liberty. What rea^ 
son had they to hope this ? They regret* 
ted the faU of the Bourbons; and did 
they not, in that regret, express their ap- 
probation of the former government of 
those Bourbons ? They thanked God for 
the restoration of the Bourbons without 
any qualification. They thanked God, as 
we see in parson Channing^s impious 
trash, that the sceptre of France was 
" now wielded again by a bemgnant so- 
^' vereign, who would heal her wounds."* 
Yes! Her zsotiii^^ have, indeed been A^of- 
edy if murder and robbery be the means of 
healing. 

Therefore, there is no apology for the 
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conduct of these Cossacks, and their af- 
fected lamentmtion at the safferings of the 
French Protestants must, if possible, ex- 
pose them to additional contempt. The 
Americans will learn that the City of 
London have just presented two addresses 
to the Prince Regent, the object of the 
first being to congratofate him ou the 
SUCCESSFUL termination of the war^ 
aod that of the second being to beg of him 
to interfere in behalf of the persecuted 
Protectants of France. To this latter 
** His Royal Highness was pleased to re- 
tym the following most ^rooeoi/j anszoer.^' 
— *' The jost sense entertained by his 
*' Majesty's subjects, of the ralue and im. 
^' portance of religions toleration, is ne- 
^^ cessarily calcplated to excite in their 
^^ minds strong feelings of uneasiness and 
^' regret, at any appearance of the want 
^^ of it in other nations of the world.«-In 
*' such feelings, zshen called for andjustu 
^^Jied by the occasion, I shall ever partici- 
*' pare, and whilst 1 lament the circum- 
** stances which led to your Address, 1 
^ derive great satisfaction from the per- 
** suasion, that thev are in no degree to 
^* be attributed to an indisposition on the 
^' part of the Government of France, to 
*' afford to the freedom of religious wor* 
*^ ship, the benefit of its promised protect 
** twn and suffport. " And then the Ci- 
tizens kissed his hand(A), and Mr.* Bell, 
one of the Sheriffs, was knighted. It 
ifas a *' most gracious answer, " we are 
told ; but, the Prince as good as told the 
Citizens, that he thought that the occa- 
sion did not call for, no, nor justify^ a 
participation in their feelings, while he 
hinted at their having been guilty of in- 
justice in supposing, that the Desired 
Louis, bis brother Knight of the Holy 
Ghost, was at all to blame for what had 
happened. This, considering the circum- 
stances, was a very gentle rap upon the 
knuckles; for, if I had been in the 
Prince's place, I should have said some- 
thing in this way : ^^ Oh ! So you co;i- 
^^ gratulate me, do you, on my having, 
^^ by the means of the money and blood 
^^ of the country, put down Napoleon 
^^ and restored the Bourbons ; and, in 
^^ the same breath, you beseech me to in- 
^^ terfere with those Bourbons in order 
^^io prevent the natural consequences of 
^^ the restoration ! Your loyalty and 
" your qjfection for my Royal Father's 
'^ person and iamily become you well« 



" It is your duty to honour and obey us, 
^^ and all that are put in authority under 
^^ us. Go home^ loving subjects ; labour 
^^ in the several states of life, to which it 
^^ has pleased God to call you ; continue 
" to be loyal and obedient; pay your 
^' taxes chearfully ; but, keep your ad« 
'* vice to yourselves. " They might have 
kissed my hand, if they chose, but this is 
what I would have said to them. 

It is not only foolish, but, unjust, to 
find fault of what is going on in France, 
unless, at the same time, we disapprove of 
the war and of its object. Those who 
approved of the war ; those who ap- 
plaud that which they call its ''glorious 
^'cesult;*' those who approve of tho 
treatment of Napoleon ; those who huz« 
zaed the return of the Bourbons : all 
those have done their utmost to produce 
what is now going on in France ; and, if 
they affect io lament over the murder of 
the Protestants, and the horrors now 
coqfimitting in Spain, France* and Italy, 
they are hypocrites, or, they are extreme- 
ly foolbh people. This latter charac- 
ter does not belong to the Cossacks of 
America, and, therefore, the former 
must. 

These 'transactions, in Europe, as I 
have before observed, appear to have 
drawn away from the Cofsack faction 
almost every man of honest intentions. 
What remains of the faction may be con- 
sidered as implacable enemies of free 
government. Indeed, the Members of 
the Hertford Convenliony that selec- 
tion of Cossacks, appear to have fallen 
into a state of utter contempt even ia 
New England. Mr. H. G. Otis, who 
was a sort of leader of the Cossacks, 
aiTd who has been, for a great many 
years, aspiring to be elected Goterhor 
of* Massachusetts, has, upon the ap- 
proach of an election for that office, slunk 
away^ and (being a lawyer,) taken refuge 
on the Bench. He is safe there, perhaps, 
from being displaced, and compelled to earn 
his bread; but, though Mr. Otis, tho 
Judge, may be safe, Mr. Otis of the Hert^ 
fbrd Convention will, as long as he has 
breath , be the subject of censure, contempt, 
and ridicule. His friend, Gotenor Strong 
(of Massachusetts) has declined offering 
himself again. These are sure and certain 
proofs of the disc^redit, into which the 
Cossacks have been thrown by their own 
wicked designs, l^r. Dbxtbr, whom I 
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remPinber as a rery able lawyer, and who 
■was a stout Federalist j is now the person 
prop'>«rd. by the Repvhlkamt^ in the State 
of M;i<«a(husetts, to supply thf! [ilace of 
GoYf rnor Strong. This is, with me, proof 
enough, that the chars>cter of the Federal 
Party is wholly changed ; and, that, 
nearly all who n^main attached to it are 
Cossacks. I told the Ministers, during 
the war, that the Cos^ack faction had not 
the support of the people of Massachusetts 
to the extent that it appeared to be sop- 
posed here. This trbth is now evident ; 
for all the eulogists of " the Bulwai k '* are 
falling into di><;race. 

In the meanwhile, the Cossacks arc 
becoming, in New Kngland,morere%/oi/5 
than eier. They are, as a correspondent 
observes, ** Offering up to God the Devil's 
" Leavings.'" It is the pi«>ty of the 
malefactor, just as the kind cord is about 
*^ to convey him to the Bosom of his 
"Savioui," as the man, or, rather, the 
monster, said, who had committed the 
deliberate and unprovoked murder on his 
indulgent Master and Mistress, Mr. Bo- 
nar and his wife. But, this pious fit of 
GovFRNOR Strong and his associates 
comos rather late. It comes ^fter their 
thanksgivings for the restoration of the 
Old despotisms and persecutions in Eu- 
rope ; and, if religion, of their sort^ im- 
prove them, all that I can say is, that it 
win bfe the first time that mankind ever 
beheld a similar eftVct produced by such a 
cause. The religious fit, however, has 
arisen from the circumstance of a great, 
and rather sudden, increase of the Uni- 
tarians in Massachusetts. This is by no 
means a trifling event in the history of 
the progress of the human mind. Cahin 
has had almost exclusive possession of 
New England, ever since the first settle- 
fnent. Priestly appears to be giving Ihe 
old burner ofServetus^ blow, such as he 
njever before received. It vrill be a 
curious thing, if, at last, the Devil and 
his imps and his brimstone should be 
laughed at in New England, the country 
above all others in the world, where they 
were most firmly. believed in, except, in- 
deed, those countries that have been 
buried in birutal superstition^ under the 
sway of despots and monks. To give up 
the Devil seems a bard thing, after having 
80 long believed in bim. My friend, Mr. 
FoRDHAM will remember with what seal 
I rasented an tttaek on the old gentleman^a 



authority, and he will conclude, of course, 
that I am now on the side of Governor 
Strong and the Co^^sacks, seeing that they 
are for the Devil. But, 1 beg Mr. Ford- 
ham's pardon. Though I certainly did 
call the Devil as the '* sheet nvchor^^' I am 
not bound to stick even to him in such 
company as the New England Cossacks. 

It is supposed, that the New England 
part of the United States will, in general, 
choose Republican Governors and Mrm- 
her<» of Congress, in which case the cause of 
the Cossacks is completely done for. it 
is also expected, that Mr. Monroe, or Mr. 
Adams (who is now the American Mini- 
ster In England), will be chosen PresidaU 
for the next four years. The election is 
he!d next autumn, and the new President 
enters on his office in the ensuing Spring. 
If Mr. Monroe should be elected, four 
Presidents out of the y?re, who will then 
have been chosen, will have been Virgini' 
a»s. Washington, Jefferson, Madi- 
son and Monroe; Mr. Adams having 
been the only President chosen out of 
any other slate. This has been purely 
accidental. The men who hbve been 
successively chosen from the State of Vir- 
ginia happened to be the men of the g<*eat- 
ept estimation in the Country. Yet this 
circumstance has been made a great handle 
of by the Cossacks, who have endeavour- 
ed, arid, for a while, not wholly without 
success, to persuade the people of New- 
England, that Virginia was making a mo^ 
nopoly of the Office of President. But, 
what a stupid thing it would be to make 
a law to prevent thcsame State from giving 
a President tzzice runnings which, how- 
ever, was actually proposed by the Sages 
of i\\e Hertford Convention ! Just as if the 
people should consefit to a law to restrain 
them in their own choice! The President 
is the Chief Magistrate of the whole Union, 
and, of course, the people ought to preserte 
the right of looking through the whole 
Union for a man to fill that important office. 
What ! because a fit man was found in a 
particular spot, last time, is the same spot 
to be prohibited this tiuie ? The Hertford 
Convention sent round their propositioos 
to the Legislatures of the several States, 
in order to obtain their concurrence. The 
answer of the Legislature of the Slate of 
IVnnsylvania and of that of the State of 
New York were admirable,the latter forits 
spirited tone of indignant rejection, and 
the former for its close ud pimerfoi rea« 
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soBing in language fbc most digni^ed and, 
at the same time, the most cutting. With 
the exception of the poems of Pope, I 
never read any thing, of which I should 
so much like to hare been the author, as 
this answrr of the State of PennsyWania. 
J-iet any man compare this paper, penn<^d 
ill one of the State Legislatures of Ame- 
rica ; and, when he has compared it 
with the State Papers of our Ambas- 
sadors and Ministers, let him say whether 
Aristocracy has reserved to itself a mono- 
poly of talent. 1 cannot help thinking 
how.the Cossacks of the Hertford Conren- 
tion must have hunsc fheir heads^ while the 
answer of PennsylTania was reading to 
them. A sword, run into the tenderest 
part of the body, would have been less 
painful to men of any sense of honour. 

Mr. MoNuoF.and Mr. Adams (the Mini- 
ster in England,) who is the son of Mr. 
AoAM^t the former President, are both firm 
friends of truly Republican Principles. It 
ifi of little consequence to the cause of 
freedom which of the two is elected ; and, 
it is of little importance, perhaps, to them- 
selves. For, as to pecuniary gain^ there 
can be none ; and, as to power and pa- 
tronage**, they are worth the possession of 
neither in any other light than as the means 
of doing good to their country. What a fine 
thing is it to see two men, Mr. Adams and 
Mr. Jeffersox, now living in common 
life, after having been the Chief Magistrates 
of a country, which has a population and 
a trade nearly equal to those of England ! 
Before they were Presidents, the former 
lived on his estate in Massachusetts and 
the latter on his estate in Virginia. To 
those estates, unaugmented, they have re- 
turned to spend the remainder of their 
lives. Was there ever any thing so honour- 
able to the human mind as this sight? 
And, can we view it, without feeling in- 
dignation unutterable against the hired 
writers who have the audacity to say, that 
the order and happiness of society demand 
the subjection of the many to the will of 
the few? In about twelve months Mr. 
Madisqn, whom our writers threatened to 
depose ; whose dr posit ion they insisted 
upon as a sine qua non of peace with 
Amt'rica, will havp finished his sacred Pre- 
sideots^bip) and will have also retired to 
private life, after having seen his country 
restored to honourable peace, at the end 
of a most trdaous struggle for the preser- 
vation of Mi Fights ind its freedom. 



How it relieves one to turn one's eyes 
towards this scene, after having had them^ 
for a while, fixed on those scenes of humau 
degradation, which surround us in Europe ! 
And how anxious ought we to be, that 
America may go on, under such a govern- 
ment, to grow in prosperity and in power \ 
Power in such hands can never do harnr, 
and may do infinite service to the whole 
civilized world. It is of vast importance, 
that we, (he peoj)le of England, see this 
matter in its true light. What is there 
which ought to prevent us from living on 
terms of harmony and friendship with 
America ? There is nothing but the base 
passions and private interests of the basest 
and most sordid of mankind. I know, 
that there is another description of men,, 
very worthy men, who look at America 
with covLSihVki jealousy^ as a country, that 
may, one day or other, rival England on 
the sea, at the bare thought of which they 
sicken. But, is there any sound sense ia 
this ? If we are fond of Naval Glory ^ 
how are we to have it, unless there be some 
power with a navy equal to our own? 
Who admires the Kite on account of his 
being able to keep the Linnets and Gold* 
finches in awe ? The feeling of anxiety 
about distant danger to the power and 
fame of England is very laudable, though 
it be unfounded. But, it is an error which 
may lead to great evils, on ourselves as 
well as on others. We have really put 
back the naval power of all Europe for an 
age. And, what have we got by it but the 
most shocking misery at home ? Besides, 
there is no ground for the fear. England 
must alxcays be a great nation. She may 
be reducfed very low by her government, 
but, by one means or another, she will re- 
vive. Why, then, should we look* with 
envy and jealousy at the rising power of a 
country so far from us, and so naturally, 
for a thousand reasons, prone to do us 
good instead of harm ? The ties of lan- 
guage, of manners, of common ancestry, 
of similarity of common law and of forms 
of legal proceedings, of literary inter- 
course, are alone, without the connectiong 
of trade, more than a match for all the ad- 
vantages, and all the professions and all 
the acts of friendship that all the other na- 
tions in the world can offer to either of 
the parties, and particularly to America, 
where there are thousands and hundreds 
of thopsanda of men, who hate onr govern- 
raent a« they hate the rattle-snake, and 
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who think they hate the English nation ; 
bat, who really, if narrowly watched, dis- 
cofer a partiality for erery thing English, 
without at alt suspecting it themseWes. 
This must be so, until human nature be 
changed, iiid that is a thing not so easily 
done a^ to roaKe war, or peace. 

HoHpver, if, in spite of the dictates of 
reason and justice, there be still persons 
in England to wish that America may be' 
kept in n state so defenceless, as to be un- 
able to defend herself against any act of 
hostility on the part of our government ; 
if this be still your wish, my dear John 
Bull, learn, for your punishment, that your 
wish will not be gratified. That fleet, 
which a saucy upstart called ^ half a dozen 
^' fir frigates with some bits of striped 
^' bunting at their mast heads" is becom* 
ingafine Nary; and, the Americans, so 
far from being di? ided upon this subject, 
dispute with each other the honour of 
having been the founders of this branch 
of their country's defence. The people 
of Boston quit their meeting-houses and 
cover the tops of their hills to see their own 
great ships bearing into their harbour. 
The scenes of their sea-fights during the 
last war form the subjects of the pictures 
that decorate the dwellings of the farmer 
and even of the labourer. Mr. Curwfn 
very wisely observed, the other night, 
that it would be good policy to abandon 
Canada; to declare it independent, and 
leave it to itself. And, really, what can 
it be kept /or, except as the means of 
kindling war, and of enjoying patronage ? 
Be this as it may, we may be well assured, 
that, on the Lakes^ we never shall again 
be masters. We have no business there at 
all ; but, if we insist upon keeping Canada, 
it mu«t, in case of another war, cost us a 
couple of hundreds of millions, and, for no 
earthly reason that 1 can possibly disco- 
ver, other than those of war and patronage. 
It was fully believed, in England, and 
by ninety -nine hundreds of the people, 
that, during the last war, all the battles 
ended in our favour. They did, indeed, 
hear of a frigate or two being taken by 
the Americans; but then, they thought 
it was by a 74 gun ship that one of our 
frigates was subdued. They believed, 
that the Americans were always beaten 
by land; that they were cowards, 
who ran away like so many sheep ; that, 
at New Orleans, in particular, we made 
mioce meat of them ; and, why not be- 



lieve this, when they saw, that a monumeni 
was voted in honour of Packenham, who 
commanded the land part of the expedi- 
tion against New Orleans? Besides, it 
was positively stated, in our newspapers, 
that we did gain the victory '^ and, though 
the contrary, a,t last, sneaked out in the 
Official Gazette, it was put on the back- 
side of the news-papers, as much out of 
sight as possible. The, Americans can 
hardly believe, that a people like the 
English can have been kept in such dark- 
ness. But, in a series of Numbers, which 
they have read, I hope, by this time, I 
have fully explained to them how this de- 
ception and hoodwinking is carried on. 

But, John Bull, the point, upon which 
you were the most grossly and most fa- 
ulty deceived, was the grounds of the. 
late war with America. You were made 
to believe, that the President of America 
had, underhandedly, made a league with 
Napoleon Jor the purpose of conquering 
England. An impudent Attorney, a no- 
toriously wholesale dealer in bribery and 
corruption, said, one day, in the hearing 
of several persons, that America, like an 
assassin, attacked us in the dark. (B) 
Falue and foolish as this was, it was the 
prevailing opinion. I will, therefore, 
John, in the next American Packet, tell 
you the real truth of this story once more. 
it is right that you should know it, and 
that you should be guarded against ano- 
ther quarrel and war ; for, yon may be 
assured, that, if yon persist in your hos- 
tility against America, you will get more 
and more disgrace. The Americans do 
not want to quarrel with us. They wish 
to live upon friendly terms with ns. 
They know how to discriminate between 
a people and *♦•♦♦♦♦ ♦. But, 
if we will insist upon it, that the Ameri- 
cans shall be kepi dovm, we shall bring 
upon ourselves chastisement, even more 
severe than that which we now feel. 
J am, my dear John Bull, your frieoJ^ 
Wm. Cobbctt. 

Debate on Cash Payments. 

(Continued from pugs 640.) 

Mr. Horner commenced a very lomi- 
nons and talented reply, by declaring^ 
that in any thing whieh he had advaocoi 
on this question, he had meant no penonal 
disrespect to the Directors of the Bank, 
or to their organs in the Home. He bad 
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spoken of them merely collectively as a 
corporation, and considering them in that 
capacity, he had no hesitation in repeat- 
ing that he put no conGdence in their de- 
clarations, when they expressed an anxiety 
for the resumption of cash payments. He 
wonld not, take up much of the time of 
the House, at that late hour, and there. 
fore would forego the tempting oppor- 
tunity' of exposing the inconsistency of 
the arguments which had been urged in 
support of Restriction, by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman opposite, (Mr. 
Hnskisson) who though he admitted the 
sound policy of a speedy resumption of 
cash payments, seemed by his speech to 
Icare that question in the same state 
which it had been in for some ypars past. 
As to what had been said on the subject 
by the noble Lord (Castlereagh), he 
(Mr. H.) expressed his ignorance of the 
precise tendency. He would therefore, 
from inability, abstain from following 
him. The Noble Lord had thrown out 
such a mass of language and ideas, and had 
made such a norel combination of twisted 
expressions, [Hear, hear !] that it was 
difficult, in the many theories he urged, 
to understand that one which applied to 
the resumption of cash payments, or to 
the manner in which they might be most 
apeedily effected. [Hear, hear, hear!] 
— It was possible that the Noble Lord had 
a thread which would guide him through 
the labyrinth of theory and phraseology 
ioto which he had ffone, but as that thread 
was not risible to him (Mr. H.) he would 
not risk an entrance. [Hear, hear!]-« 
The Honourable and Learned Member 
then took a riew of arguments which had 
been urged on the other side of the House 
in favour of restriction, and obserfed, 
that if the expediency of the resumption 
of cash payment at the end of two years, 
which had been admitted, was put into 
the Bill — if it were made part of the Bill 
that the Bank should resume its payments 
ID that time, and that the intermediate pe- 
riod should be spent in making prepara- 
tory arrangements for that purpose, he 
•hould withdraw his motion, and lend his 
aid to the forwarding of such arrange- 
ments. But he added, that this was not 
the intention of Ministers, and that by the 
present Bill they left the time of payment 
9» undefined as it was in 1707. The Bank 
Directors had once expressed themselves 
aaxioos to attend to the directions of the 



House ; it therefore now became the House, 
if they sincerely wished for the resumption 
of cash payments, to give such directions 
as would most speedily conduce to that 
object, [Hear, hear ! J He had asked of 
the Gentlemen opposite what were those 
fortunate circumstances under which cash 
payments would be more easy than at pre- 
sent? To this question no answer had 
been given. No one efficient reason had 
been given why those payments should not 
now be resumed — Under those circum- 
stances then he put it to those Members 
who were present, whether after all they 
had heard they did not conscientiously 
believfe that an inquiry was necessary. If 
after what had passed they did not Yoie 
for inquiry, they should stand to the con- 
sequences. The Honourable and Learned 
Member concluded his reply, of which we 
regret that from the lateness of the hour 
we have only given a faint outline, by 
stating, that if the Committee on the Bill 
were pressed that night, he should move 
some clauses, in consequence of what had 
fallen from the Noble I^ord (Castlereagh), 

Mr. HcJSKissoN and Mr. Horner ex- 
plained. The House then divided, when 
there appeared. 

For the motion, 73; against it, 146. 
Majority, 73. 

ProxxstAnts ih the South of France. 
(May 23, 1816 J 

Sir S. RoMiLLT rose, in pursuance of 
notice, to bring this subject under the con- 
sideration of the House. He had waited 
for soihe time in the hope that there would 
have been no occasion for such a motion 
as that which he was now about to pro- 
pote to the House ; but, considering the 
impresssion which had been made through- 
out the whole country, it appeared to him 
that it would be extremely to l>e lamented 
if the session were to pass over without 
any notice having l)een taken of the sub- 
ject. Reports had reached this country 
of dreadful acts of riot, Tiolence, and op- 
pression in the southern departments of 
France ; they had made a deep impression 
upon the public ; public meetings were 
called, resolutions were formed, subscrip* 
tions were opened with tliat liberality 
which had always characterized the British 
nation ; and the House would recollect 
the progress that was making in the pub- 
lic feelings, when a sadden turn took 
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place, and the face of affairs was changed. 
Although these meetings bad not taken 
place without a previous communication 
being had on the subject with his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers, yet those meetings were 
discouraged, and he was most sorry to 
have seen that a very successful turn was 
given to that meritorious course of pro- 
ceeding. In a letter written by the Duke 
of Wellington to one of these meetings, 
his Grace had said, that he felt satistied 
that every thing possible Jiad been done 
on the part of the French Government to 
prevent these disturbances ; that the King 
of France had extended his protection to 
his subjects of all persuasions, and had 
secured them in the exercise of their reli- 
gious rights. The efiect of ttiat letter was 
very strong upon the minds of the people. 
l^e Common Council of the City of Lon« 
don had considered this subject, and had 
Toted an address to the Prince Regent: 
much delay occurred in its presentation, 
and although his Royal Highness had said 
that it could be received by him on any 
occasion on his arrival in London, that 
occasion had never arrived, and the ad- 
dress had never been presented. He was 
Bot bringing this question forward to cri- 
minate his Majesty's ministers ; and he 
most sincerely assured the House, that he 
had not such an opinion of them as to be- 
lieve, that if they had been acquainted with 
what had really taken place, or had seri- 
ously considered what the interposition 
of the French government amounted io^ 
and had known in what manner it had 
been demonstrated, they would have acted 
as they had done. He never could think 
that it could have been in human nature 
to have conducted themselves in such a 
nanner, if they had known the real facts 
of the case.^ All that he imputed to 
his Majesty's ministers was, that they 
had too credulously believed, and too 
lightly judged upon, all the stories they 
had received. He could also assure the 
House, if indeed it were necessary, that in 
introducing this matter to its considera- 
tion he was actuated by no party or per- 
sonal fe«*lings, but by motives of justice 
and humanity to an injured and disheart* 
ened people ; and after having received in« 
formation from various quarters, after hav- 
ing had the means of conversing with many 
persons that had been on the spot^ he did 
tUnk it would have been a dereliction of 
tiM doty he owed to oppressed and in* 



jured individuals, had he not drawn the 
attention of the House to the subj«»ct. — - 
The letter of the Duke of Wellington Laii 
been published at Nisroes, and was scat<* 
tered about the town with the greatest 
joy and exultation by the Catholics ; bot 
it (illed the Protestants with the utmost 
consternation: it took from the oppres- 
sors the only restraint imposed upon them, 
and from the oppressed their last hope. 
So completely were they oppressed, that 
they were looked upon as mere slaves, 
uiider the control, and subject to the pas- 
sions, of an enraged master — without 
hope, without comfort, and without relief. 
In considering, then, this important sub- 
ject, there were three principal questions 
to be discussed: 1st, whether any and 
what punishment had been inflicted on 
these murderers and assassins; ^dly, whe- 
ther these offences had been committed 
against law and nature from political or 
religious motives ; and, 3dly, whether the 
French government had afforded any pro- 
tection to the injured. Unless these 
three questions were considered, it wonld 
be impossible to give a distinct idea of the 
disgraceful transactions which had taken 
place in the department of the Gard, to 
which the distressing scenes were almost 
wholy confined. There could be no doubt 
that there had been a most unJ4ist perse- 
cution of the Protestants in the sooth of 
France, and that Nismes was the princi- 
pal scene of horror and of bloodshed ; but 
in order that the subject might be folly 
comprehended by the house, it would be 
necessary for him to put it in possession 
of the situation in which the Protestants 
were placed previous to the restoratioo of 
his present Majesty Louis XVIII. on the 
throne pf France. The department of the 
Gard was the first part of France^ and, he 
believed, of Europe, where the doctrines 
of the reformed religion were promaU 
gated ; and it was in the roountaios of the 
Cevenoes that, in the 12th century, he- 
resy, as it was then termed, first took it« 
root, distinguished by the piety of the 
doctrines of those who pvofessed it. In 
this situation they remained unmolested to 
the time of the Reformation ; hot by the 
unhappy communication between the laa* 
ders of the two parties at the latter end of 
the reign of Francis I. a dreadful destrao^ 
tion of the Protestants took place at Aix* 
This wat the first appearance of that bitter 
aoimofity whioh afterwarcb spread dovai» 
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tation throughout the \^]\o\e of France, 
and the commencement of those dreadful 
Mars between the Hugonots and Cn- 
tholics, so disgraceful to human nature. 
At last religious peace was restored under 
the reigu of Henry IV. when the Protes- 
tant* enjoyed the roost perfect liberty. 
IS'ismes was then the city to which the 
Protestants resorted. So matters rested 
until the rerocation of the edict of Nantes, 
when those bloody orders wore issued, the 
objrct of which was to convert the who'e 
province of the Gard by a re^/i men t of dra- 
goons. The face of things was imme- 
diately changed ; all France became a 
Catbolic country, and not a Protestant' 
was to be seen in it. In the time of Louis 
XIV. and XV. the Protestants again 
begj^n to rear 'up their heads; and of so 
novel a description were they, that the 
term of '' Ics noveax converW was ap- 
plied to them. Proceeding in his state- 
ment of the grievances under which the 
Protestants laboured, the Honourable 
Gentleman mentioned that it had been 
stated as an instance of comparative lenity 
by one writer, that from the year 1743 to 
1770 only eight of their Ministers were 
hanged. In all this period their marriages 
were declared null, their children of 14 
years old, who professed the Catholic reli- 
gK)n, were taken from the care of their 
parents: instances might be mentioned of 
husbands being sent to the galley for mar- 
rying according to the Protestant forms, 
and their -wives to a receptacle of pros- 
titutes. Such by law was the condition 
of the Protestants in France — ameliorated, 
no doubt, by the increasing toleration of 
the age. Louis XVI. had the distin- 
guished merit of remedying many of those 
grievances from the earliest years of his 
reign. There were extant memorials pre- 
sented to him by the lamented M. Males- 
herbe, and others, on this subject; and 
their remadning grievances would, doubt- 
less, have been removed by that unfortn^ 
tiate sovereign, had not his throne been 
overthrown by the torrent of the revolu- 
tion, amidst his wishes to establish a con- 
stitutional liberty. One of the first acts 
of the revolution was to restore the Pro- 
testants to a perfect equality of privileges* 
They were declared admissible to all civil 
^ces without distinction ; and one of 
*keir Ministers, Rabaut St. Etienne, was 
president of the national assembly. The 
*^ote§tants, with the feelings natural to 



men, could not but ap)>laud and admire a 
wort, by which they were raised, from 
being outcasts in society, anil fro u a state 
of degradation and infamy, to ttiat of citi- 
zens with equal ri^^hts. This, however, 
had been objected to them by some person* 
as matter of reproach ; but he i rusted he 
should be able to show, to thesatisfactioR 
of the House, that all that hud bf i-n said 
of their being revolutionists and Bonapar- 
tists in a pi'culiar decree was prr verted 
and misreprc»st}nted. He would assert, 
that in those scenes of horror which soon 
disgraced the progress of the revolution^ 
uot one Protestant was found to bean 
actor. Of course he must here be sup- 
posed to speak generally, as far as his in- 
formation extended. Ue acknowledged, 
indeed, that some of them who were mem. 
bers of the convention voted for the death 
of the king, but all of them with the 
addition of the appeal to the people, 
which, if not displaying due firmness, at 
least discovered their wish to save the 
monarch. There was not one Protestant 
a member of the revolutionary tribunal of 
the department of the Gard ; and of tho 
130 persons who were guillotined by its 
orders at Nismes, more than 100 were 
Protestants, though the Protestants for» 
mcd only about one third of the population. 
He might say, that amidst tho horrors of 
tho revolution they were always found on 
the side of moderation and justice, fie 
did not speak this invidiously, but, as was 
usual in a sect which formed the minority, 
many of whom were opulent, greater re- 
gularity of conduct and correctness of 
morals were generally found to prevail. . 
The Protestants being thus restored to the 
rank of citizens, all religious animoiitio* 
seemed to subside in the south of France. 
In 1802, Bonaparte, being then First Con- 
sul, procured the enactment of a lavr 
which placed their religion precisely ob 
the same footing with the Catholic faith 
in point of establishment and prifilege. 
Could it be matter of reproach to them 
that they were grateful for this favour ?— 
it was not possible but that they must have 
felt attachment to him for it. Hence, how- 
ever, it was deemed proper by some that 
they should be stigmatized as Bonapar- 
tists. There was no foundation for the 
assertion that any partiality was shown to 
them by Bonaparte. There was not one 
Protestant prefect or commandant of de- 
partment appointed by him 3 m^neof them 
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filled the tribunals of justice ; and proba- 
bly one reason ot this might be, that be 
fore the revolution they were not allowed 
to follow the profe^^sion of the law. It 
was not improbable, however that the rir- 
cumstanre of the Protestants being thus 
placed on a lc«vel with their former mas- 
ters iTiii^ht exrite a rankling jealousy in 
the lattrr, which would break out on the 
first convenient opportunity. This state 
of things continued until Louis XVlll. 
wa* n stored to his kingdom in April I8l4. 
At this period Bonaparte had become 
odious to the Protestants at Ni«mes, both 
from the weight of taxation with which 
they were loaded, and from the incessant 
demands of the conscription. The taxes 
fell with peculiar hardship on the Protes- 
tants, as, generally spciiking, there was 
more property in their hands ; and leading, 
as they generally did, retired domestic 
lifes, the conscription, which tore from 
them their children, was peculiarly felt by 
them as a hardship of the greatest seferi ty. 
He believed that the Protestants were, un- 
der these circumstances, unanimous in the 
joy which they expressed on the restora- 
tion of I^uis XVIII. Unfortunately, 
however, during the course of the preced- 
ing ten months, a considerable change of 
opinion took place. Persons who had 
been long absent returned with their old 
prejudices, and the lower orders of the 
people began to threaten the Protestants, 
who conceived on their part that there was 
a strong tendency to go back to the old 
regime. They wcr^ not much alarmed by 
the circumstance of the charter issued by 
Louis, declaring the Catholic the estab- 
lished religion of France, because the 
other guards which it afforded appeared 
sufficient to protect their rights: they 
could not forget also that the King had 
just returned from a residence in a land 
of Protestants, where he must hare wit- 
nessed the effects of religious toleration ; 
and they looked forward to a season of 
tranqoillity and enjoyment* But circum« 



stances soon romfH^led them to change 
their ideas. They were insulted by the 
populace on the ground of their religion ; 
son^s were sung publicly in the streets of 
Ni'^mcs, in which they were threatened 
with the renev^al of the horrors of St. Bar- 
tholomew; gibbets were drawn on their 
doors. In this situation of things, Bona- 
parte suddenly made his appearance in 
France in the month of March 1815. It 
was a trying occurrence for the Protes- 
tants at Nismes: but uniting with the 
established aufchurities, they declarer! their 
determination to support the government. 
He had in his possession the original de- 
claration, to this effect madt^ at Nisuies on 
the I3th of March last year, and which was 
signed by the principal Protestants, the five 
Catholic clergy, and three Protestant Mi. 
nisters of the town. The list of Protes- 
tants who signed it was greater in propor- 
tion to their respective numbers than that 
of the Catholics. It contained an ex. 
pression of the warmest attachment to the 
government of the King, and called upon 
the people of the department for their, 
support. Soon after this the Duke d' An- 
gouleme fixed his head-quarters at Nismes, 
and here it was alledg(^ that the Protes- 
tants did not join the Duke with much 
alacrity. They were in truth deterred 
from so acting by the previous alarm 
which had been excited among them, and 
perhaps it vras not surprising that they 
did not zealously join the Duke's army. 
Some of them, however, offered their 
sons to join him. On the 3d of April the 
authority of Bonaparte was declared In 
the town of Nismes: the few soldiers 
in the f^rrison there were called out, and 
shouted Five I'Empereur. It had been 
represented, that during the second reign 
of Bonaparte, acts of the greatest vio- 
lence were committed by the ProtesUnts ; 
and that when Nismes again became a 
royal town on the 17th of July, the atro- 
cities which ensued were merely retaluk. 
tivc. C7b be Continued.) 
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TO THB 
Ej[.BCTOEt OF WstTMlllflmk.. 

Oh the subject o/choo$ing^ in ease qfava 
cancgfy a Member to be the Colieugue of 
Sir Francis Burdeit. 



BMUff f8/A lf«y, 1816. 
GsMTLBiRir,— We are now all welt 
coaTinced, that the real cause of the eTils^ 
Widi whtdi oar cotintry is afflicted, it the 
want of m reform io the.Conmoiis' House 
of PariiMoetit ; aad, therefore, it becemes 
ottr doty to take into our serious consi- 
deration what we ourseWes ought todolo 
Older to assist in the producing of silch re- 
torm. It becomes ns, too, to eater upon 
tills consideration in time. What man is 
there, who, in his pri? ate coneerni, pats 
itfto the last moment, the preparation lor 
ftt ndoptlng «l any step, which he deems 
M SSM tia l to his prosperity or happiness ? 
And, therefore, if we deem parliamentary 
reform essential to the prosperity and hap* 
piness oC England, do we act the part of 
good and true Englishmen, if we neglect 
to consider and to discuss, while there is 
time for consideration and discussion, 
what meaaores we ought to adopt, and 
IhatHkve within our power, for the resto- 
Tfttion of those blessings to our country ? 
- There are Tarious ways in which yon 
are able to serf e this great national canse; 
bvt^ .in no way to effectually, as by a just 
nad judicious eiercbe of your right of 
choosing your xepresentatires ia Parlia- 
ment, which right yon and you alone 
Kally and practically possess; and, it 
Mog, in my opinion, of the utmost conse- 
qaence to the success of the cause of re- 
form, tha.t yonr next choice of a person to 
^ue the honour of representing you and 



of being the colleague of Sir Francis Bur- 
dett should be fixed on a man the most fit 
to the whole kingdom, I ha?e thought it 
my duty to address you upon the subject. 

As an introduction to the remarks 
whrch it is my intention to submit to you, 
and, indeed, as the grounds on which those 
remarks hare appeared to roe to be the more 
pressingly called for, I will fir?t state, in as 
brief and clear a manner as I am able, cer« 
tain circumstances which came to light at 
the reoent celebration of the anniveriary 
of the glorious triumph of principle over 
corruption in the City of Westminster* 

That triumph, Gentlemen, was so com- 
plete; It was, as Mr. Windham, in a 
speech in the House of Commons, con- 
fessed It to be, so ^' unmixedly meritori- 
((qus;" it was, in itself, so honousaWe^ 
aad, In its efiSscts, so beneficial to our 
coHntry^ that I always feel respect and 
gratitude towards those who in any de* 
gree, distinguished themselves. on that nie- 
morable occasion. And, if I now am 
compelled to call in question the conduct 
of any of the individuaU to whom I 
allude, I beg you clearly to understand^ 
that I impute that conduct, by no i^ieant 
to eril intention, but to error. Of the 
political errors of others^ I am well awaro 
that it becomes nobody to speak with 
more lenity than myself; for, though jus« 
tice has been seldom done to me in this 
respect, I shall, I hope, nerer think oi 
denying justice in return. 

Being invited as a guest to the Dinnei^ 
on the 33rd of May, i went, as requested 
by letter, to the private room of the Stew« 
ards, where, I saw the List of Toastiy 
which had been prepared by the managing 
committee. I need not tell you, Gentle- 
mon, that Toasts, upon such occasious, 
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contain opinioiis^ well weighed before- 
hsod, And intended to go forth u the 
•olemnlj promolgtted sentiments of the 
meetitig. It is, therefore, of the greatest 
consequence, not only that the sentiments 
be sonnd, but, that, if particular persons 
^6 pkced at the head of them, the names 
of those persons should stand on the List 
In the Order In which the persons them- 
•elves stand, as public men, in Che estima* 
Hen of the Meeting. 

On the list) of which I am now speaking, 
Mood, first, « ThePeopk;'' next, "#A« 
*< King;*' and then " the Princen 6*<rr. 
** laUCj^ with an appropriate seatjment 
iobjoined to each. Next came ^^ Sir 
FrMdi BurdeUy'^ and after him *^ Lord 
<< Ceekrm^j'* the two rppresentatfres of 
theClty^ofWestoiitter. Thus fkr all was 
nneseeptioaable; but, what wu mj ssr- 
pHxe upon seeing the next in .otder, 
^ HiNBlr Brouoham, Esq. the^nlightened 
^mhoetiteofiheptmpU'tnghiiP* This 
furprlie^ howeter, was soon changed into 
kidigiMtlon, when, after a long list of 
Toasts, and some, too, at best, of rtry 
trifling import, I found almost at the yerj 
bM9m of the List, and even qfter the 
name of Mr. Curwemy who whs one of the 
first to <« mlly round" Peroeral in order 
to send Sir Francis Burdett to the Tower 
nnder die escort of a regiment of gnaids ; 
when, ef«n after Mis name, I fonnd that of 
M^ Vwiwrigki / The rencffable and 
tonented Major CartwHght; the real 
ad?o«mto of the people's rights ; he who 
has literally spent a life In adrocating 
those rights ; he to whom we owe more, 
perhaps, than to any other hunnin being, 
titeo«lllezisteHce of sound constitutional 
principles ; the man who is belored by 
'Ofory Mend of freedom who erer heard 
tte sound of his name, and of whom eren 
Hs ttlterest 1pe% 4iru not, f4^i* thefr oWn 
chitucter^ sake, speak with dlsrt^spect; 
fte man, whom Sir Fkmcis Burdott, dnr^ 
fnglUi adinlrablo speech, in an hour after* 
wai*| distlngnlihed by way- of «i^UeBoe 



as <^ the honesty true-hearted English^ 



man 



ft 



Grentlemen, I am afraid, that my con- 
dact and language, npon making this 
discoTcry were not precisely such as sober 
reason would hare dictated even nnder 
circumstances so irritating. I will, there- 
fore, not detain you by a detail of that, to 
which I look back with no pleasing sen- 
sations, but will proceed to the result^ 
which was, that. In consequence of a de^ 
claration, that, if my tongue did not fail its 
office, I nerer would, in silence, sit in the 
room and hear the name of any man liying 
toasted, after the two Memben, b^fi>re 
Major Cartwright, Mr. Brougham's nasae 
was taken out, and that of ^ the honest, 
^^ tmo-hearted Englishman" introduced 
in its stead, and in that amended order th« 
name of the latter was giren at the diwier. 
Yet (and at Ihli yon will be astonished), 
the list of the Toasts, as originally drawv 
«p, was q^^r^iaonlr sent far publicatioa, 
tiud mMMUctuaiijf published in the Astkk- 
TissR, which it is well kOown, I boUerc, 
has the greatest circulation of any daOy 
paper in Jjondon ; jind this, too, notwitk- 
standing the toast of Mr* BROUouan wns 
never given at ally he having, long after 
the company had dined^ sent an apokgy 
for not attending. ^ . • 

Thvs by the means of somebody I da 
not pretend to say^of whom, afoiy gtoss 
aiisrepreseutation of tile proceedii^ of 
thr meeting was sent forth to the pnUic^ 
and this misrepresentation, too, ^pon 
pointa of tho greatest co nscqmiic o> 
Through tho means of thia puUicxtieo, a 
meeting of, I beliere, aboi^triaor hiHadml 
gentlemen, sMeaAAed together from aM 
parfs of England^ and some fromSootlawl 
and IreltoMl, having S^ Fpancis Bntdott aa 
CAmlrman, stand oihibitedtotiia aatidnnt 
targe. Sift having placed Ur. BrMghai^ ^ 
fitat In (ivUio merit after tho Meniefa far 
Westminster^ andas having praftitnd etOP 
Mr. Cnrwen before Major Gkrtwr%fati 
Why, Gentfcman^ w«ne Oere Mother 
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mciiwe thao th^t of rescniDg a meeting, at 
which I was present, from such fofil dis- 
grace, that motite alone would be su in- 
dent to call forth this address. But, 
there are other mptlyes, and those much 
more powerful, by which I am actuated 
upon the present occasion, and which will 
induce me to cast aside all resenre of erery 
description. 

I had, for sometime, ]uiown, that it 
was the intention of certain persons, who 
hare been acti?e in Westminster, to en* 
deafour to promote the Tiews of Mr. 
Brougham, which eridently were to obtain 
a seat for that City ; and, the Toast be- 
fore mentioned, especially when I looked 
at the order in which it stood, appeared 
to me to be a complete confirmation of 
what I had heard upon the subject. You 
will please also to bear in mind the curious 
circumstances attending Mr. Brougham's, 
{ippear^nce at, and disappearance from, 
the last meeting in Palace Yard. All the 
persons, who were present at that nume- 
rous meeting, know, that Mr. Brougham 
was formally announced and introduced 
to the Meeting by Mr. Wishart; and, 
that the Meeting were informed by the 
iast-meotioned gentleman, that they would 
be preseftifjf addressed by Mr. Broughami 
lie did not name Mr. Brougham here; 
but, tlie description and allusion were too 
plain to be misunderstood. In short, it 
was dear, that this occasion had been 
fixed on for the purpose of introducing 
Mr. Brougham to you as a prelio^loar^ to 
further proceedings, which scheme was 
defeated in the mai^ner, which I will pre- 
sently describe. 

Before the Meeting in Palace Yaid 
took place, a meeting had been held by a 
dmrnUtee to settle upon what should' be 
nioyed and urged at t]i« Palace Yard Meet- 
ing. At this meeting of the Committee Mr. 
Propgiam hsmeetf aU/es^ded; and, which 
I b^ yon to bear m miod, there was 
•Ci^eed nppn, while he was present, a Re^ 



solution^ to be moyed at Palace Yard^ 
contaieing an eip^ession of the thanks of 
the people of Westminster to the Opposi" 
tion Members for their httving supported 
the rights of the people. . Upon this reso- 
lution's passing (of which the framers had 
no doubt), Mr. Brougham was, of co^rse, 
to come forward and address the people in 
return; 

Therefore, when the Resolution was 
movedj he stood ready for the performance 
of his part of the ceremony. But, to the 
utter discomfiture of the whole project, Mr. 
Hunt came forward, and opposed the mo« 
tion of thanks, which motion, when put to 
the Tote, you negatived without one single 
dissenting Toice. Mr. Brougham, how- 
ever, did not wait for. the decision, Mr. 
Hunt had not half finished the statement 
of his objections to the vote of.thanks^ 
when Mr. Brougham thought proper to 
withdraw^ or, more properly speaking, 
to decamp* - * 

Nei^r, Gei^tlemen^ |t is necessary that we 
call to . mind, that since the meeting in 
Palace Yard, it has been stated in the news- 
papers, that Lord Castlereagh has, in tl^e 
Hott^e of Commons, taunted Mr«.Brpogh- 
am with this mark of the people's disap- 
probation, and especially with the prec^ 
tote retreat from yoqr presence^; aqd, thci 
newspapers hare also informed us^ that 
Mr* Brougham, asserted, in answer, 1st, 
that the only objeation made to him^ waj, 
that he was a lawyer ; and, ^d, tha^ he 
did not appear at the jPalace Y^t4 Meeting 
with any intentiqn tp ^eakj he not being 
an elector of Westminster / ; ' 

Gentlemen, I should be sorry to impute 
wilful fiilshood to any person of re3Rec- 
tabjliiy, and niore particularly to a peiison, 
of Mr. Brougham's great talents. But^'ho^ 
are we t* accoa»t|^lfw?nj^ Cor Mr. Wirtinrt'g 
annonncing Mr; Br.o.t]^|yq[v t o Uie meeting ? 
How are we to |l?c(^VQt fpr hU telling the 
meetlxig to ejpect to heqf^ ,,tjbfit gentle]|;nfui 
spea^ i ^0^ are yie Ho |MC)^pt f^r Mr. 
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Brougham's going uptm the hustings^ erecU 
ed for the uso of the spetkers ? How are 
we to account for Mr. Brougham's attend* 
iog (he previous Committee of arrangement, 
at which Mr. Wishart also attended, and 
to attend at which required him to be an 
elector as much, or more, than to speak 
required it ? In short, it would be to trifle 
with you ; it would be to insult your un- 
derstandings, to pretend to believe, that 
the whole thing was not prepared for the 
fotroduction of Mr. Brougham's speech, as 
much as any piece was erer prepared for 
exhibition at a theatre. And yet, if the 
report of the debate in the House of Com- 
mons be correct, Mr. Brougham did assert, 
that he went to that Meeting with<nit any 
intention to speak ! 

The scheme having, however, been fros* 
trated here, the mbled friends of Mr. 
Brougham seem to have resolved on mak- 
iog another effort at the dinner of the 23rd. 
I was, therefore, particularly attentive to 
what I saw going on for this purpose ; 
and, the scheme was, as you have seen, 
once more blown to air. Buft^ seeing that 
it might again be revived; seeing the 
parties so pertinacious, I thought it my 
duty not to let slip the occasion of respect- 
fully offei:iBg my opinion to the company 
upon the subject of their choice (in case 
of-a vacancy) of a gentleman to be the coU 
league of Sir Francis Burdett. And, in or- 
der to avoid the possibility of being mis- 
understood, and, if possible of being mis- 
represented, I put my opinion upon paper, 
in the form of distinct propositions, which 
paper I read to the meeting, or company, 
in the following words : 

<< Tl^ 1*^ is now manifest to all men, Ami 
'^ the evils, under wliich our country la- 
<< hours, arise solelytiErom the want of a 
^^ Constitutional Retormitn the Commons' 
f^ House of Parliament. 

^ That, assembledi u we are, to cele- 
^ brate the trivmph of purity of election in 
<< thia city, it becomes us to think seriously, 




^^ and betimesj on what we ourselves 
^^ ought to do^ in order. further to aid the 
^^ cause of Reform, whenever an oppor- 
^^ tunlty for that purpose shall offer. 

^< That the City of Westminster, since 
^' its emancipation from the thraldom, in 
^' which it was held by the intrigues of a 
^^ crafty Oligarchy, and particularly after 
'^ the admirable manner in which they 
^^ chose the Honourable Baronet who 
^^ now fills the chair, has been deservedly 
*^ looked up to by the rest of the nation^ 
^^ as the source of sentiments io be held, 
^^ and of actions to be imitated. 

^< That, therefore, it is of the utmost im- 
^^ portance, that, in no part of the conduct 
" of the electors of Westminster there 
<^ should be any thing, in the smallest de- 
^^ gree, equivocal ; and that^ more espe- 
^^ cially in their choice of a person to be 
^^ the future colleague of the Honourable 
^^ Baronet, their conduct should be snch 
^< as to leave not the smallest doubt in the 
^^ mind of any human being, that the Citi- 
^* zens of Westmiuster will never rest satis- 
<^ fied with any thing short of a full and fair 
^^ representation and annual Parliaments* 

^^ That we ought to feel, as to this 
^^ great national cause, the same degree of 
^* earnestness and anxiety, that we feel 
*^ for the success of any weighty private 
^^ concern ; that when we wish to pre- 
*^ serve our property or our lives, we re- 
^^ sort to the aid of the lawyer and the 
^^ physician whom we deem most likely 
" to effect the purpose in view, wholly 
^' casting aside all considerations of deli- 
" cacy, all the ties of private intercourse 
^^ and of friendships ; and that, unless the 
** electors of Westminster, in the case con- 
<^ templated, entertain and act upon, the 
*^ same sort of earnestness and anxiefy, 
^<the cause of Reform must materially 
** suffer. 

^< That, if a man can be found, whose 
^^ attachment to the cause of Reform can 
^< no more admit of doubt than can the ex- 
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^' isteoce of th* san ; whose zeal and per- 
*^: severance in that cause surpass all that 
*^ WM ever heard of, of those qualities, In 
** any other man ; whose experience, 
^' knowledge, and talents, as applied to 
'^. this subject, stand wholly unrivalled; 
^^ and, if to these it be added, that he is an 
*^ English gentleman, bom and bred, of 
^^ fortune independent and of character 
'^ perfectly spotless ; if such a man can be 
** found, who will say, that such a man 
^ ought not to be chosen ? And, who will 
** say, that such a man is not found in Ma- 
**jor Cartwright? 

^^ That, as to the effect of this choice 
'^ (lea?ing aside the indulgence of those 
*^ feelings of gratitude which we all enter- 
*^ tain) it would set a great and striking 
^^ example to the country ; it would give 
*^ the Oligarchy a blow that would make 
^* it hang its head abashed ; it would en- 
'^ able the yenerable champion of Reform 
^^ to meet its enemies face to face ; it' 
** would waft on the wings of even the 
^^ hired part of the press those facts and 
^^ principles, which, in spite o( all his ex« 
^^ ertions, are now confined by a partial 
^^and narrow calculation ; and, if even a 
^^ few years (for he has courage to hear 
'^the calcalation) should deprive us of 
** him for ever, they will, at any rate, have 
^ been so many years of glory to the cause, 
^^ and so many years of shame and confu- 
^^ slon to its foes." 

This paper, which was read by me just 
after Major Cartwright had spoken, had 
been written about two hours before 
the dinner, but had been shown to no^ 
body, and I nerer had mentioned the 
subject to Major Cartwright in my life. 
It was not intended to propose the paper 
as Resolutions to be adopted by the Meet- 
ing. I merely read it, after a short intro« 
duction, as the expression of my own deli- 
berate opinion ; and, I was happy to per- 
^ve, that it contained an expression of 
^ opinion of the Meeting, signified by its 
aaqoaKfied approbation. During the re* 



maining part of the erening, after the 
Chairman and Major Cartwright had re- 
tired, a Gentleman asked me to give him a 
copy of the paper, in order to his having it 
published. Having no copy, I gave him 
the original, which has not been returned 
to me. But I can safely trust my memory 
for every sentiment ; and, I believe, for 
every word. 

Now, Grentlemen, though I cannot more 
clearly express my opinion than I have 
done it in this paper, as to who ought to be 
chosen^ the occasion calls for some re- 
marks as to who ought not to be chosen ; 
and, I have no scruple to say, that Mr. 
BronghRm ought not to be chosen on any 
account. I object to him, in the first 
place, because he is a lawyer, practising 
at the bar. In the long list of lawyers, 
who have, during this king's long^ very 
long, reign, been members of parliament, 
there has not been oit^, who, first or l^st, 
has not become a hearty feeder upon (he 
taxes, in ope character or another. After 
JiflSf'four years of experience in this way, 
you mu^ beHeve, that nothing short of a 
real, bona fide miracle could possibly pro- 
duce an exception in favour of Mr., Broug- 
ham ; that is to say (as Wtlberforcc said 
the other night), nothing short ^^ of the 
^< immediate interposition of Divine Provi* 
^^ dence^" for this especial purpose. 

But, Gentlemen, this, though, in my 
opinion quite siifiicieat, is not the only, 
nor is it the . greatest, objection io Mr. 
Brougham as a member for WestmiiYSter. 
This objection is immoveable, unless M r 
Brqugham will throw, off the gown and 
wig ; for, it is Impossible to believe^ that 
the same causey be it what it may ; be it 
ambition, be it love of money ^ be it love 
of fame, be it love of power, be it rival* 
ship ; itns impossible to believe, that the 
same cause, which can induce a man to 
retain the wig and gown, when he well 
knows that they are a ground of suspici- 
on as to his political fidelity, will net 
continue to operate, and that it will not, 
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lint or hi»t, filac^ him upon the lilt of Uz- 
eftters, who majt of necesiiiy be enemfes 
of a Reform of Parliament. It is impos- 
sible for me to say how much <of the taxes 
go directly into the hands of lawyers; but, 
when you consider the long lisjt of law- 
yers who are employed by the goTernment, 
I do not think you can estimate the sum 
at less than two millions of pounds a' if ear; 
a mass of temptation too great for frail 
mortals to resist, while they have gownl 
upon their backs and wigs upon theii' 
hea 

Besides, whatproo/*: no, I will not ask 
what proof Mr. Brougham has e?er given 
of his attachment to the caiise of Reform ; 
I will ask what symptom he has ever gi? en 
of such attachment ? He has had many 
opportunities of distinctly declaring his 
sentiments upon this subject ; but, upon 
BO occasion, in the House or out of it, has 
he ever declared himself resolved to pur- 
sue a Reform of the House of Commons. 
Neter has he given any pledge / never has 
be made any promise ; never has he, upon 
this subject, uttered a dear and unequivo* 
cal opinion. But, on the contrary, he has 
jpoiten and written AGAINST a Reform, 
such as Sir Francis Burdett and you wish 
to see adopted. These speeches and wri- 
tings would, of themselves, weigh nothing 
at all with me, if he had now come man«- 
ftiUy forward, and, acknowledging his past 
errors^ declared his opinion to have been 
changed, ai|d his conviction, from experi- 
encej that a Reform ought to take place* 
I bring no charge against htm on aocount 
of what he said or what he wrote^ upon 
this subject, four years ago. He is now 
four years older than he was then. Men 
live to grow wiser. Stocks and Stones, in 
the shape of men, never, indeed, fall into 
error ;^ but, then, of what use ara'Stocks 
and Stblftes to the cause of Reform, or any 
other caose, which demands mind and ta* 
lent j Bat, from Mr. Bron|^am yon have 
had no declaratfon of an .altered way of 
thMung ; and, if ke were now lo be cho* 



sen by you, he would be perfe^ly at ' 
liberty to oppose Sir Francis Burdett and 
all the Petitioners for Reform, even 
including yourselves. 

But, though Mr. Brougham has made 
no declaration of his change of opinion 
upon the subject of Reform, he appears to 
me to have made, by his conduct as to 
other matters, a pretty clear discovery of 
the use to which he wouk( apply the 
weight which he would acquire from being 
chosen by you. I could mention a dozen, 
but I will content myself with one in- 
stance, which has occurred, during the 
present session of parliament ; and that 
is, that he gave his decided approbation 
to the Bills, brought in by Castlereagh, io 
make legal the transporting and imprison- 
ing of Napoleon, whom Mr. Brougham 
himself acknowledged to be a prisoner of 
war. He asserted, upon this occasion, that 
aU the nation approfted of this part of the 
cdndisct cf the Ministers. Was this true. 
Gentlemen ? Did ^u approve of that 
conduct ? No ; for you petitioned, in the 
most earnest langnage, against interfeHag 
to force the Bourbons upon the French 
people : and what were the transporting 
and imimsooment of Napoleon but a part,- 
and a very essential part too, of the mea- 
sure of forcing the French people to 
submit to that Family» which they had 
twice cast out ? Yon are well convinced, 
that Napoleon was really the object of 
the French People's choice ; yon are con- 
vinced that he still is the object of their 
choice ; you see a large foreign army kept 
up in France, partly at our own txpence, 
to prevent the Bourbons from being cha- 
sed out a third time ; yon see the scafblds 
in France streaming with the Mood of a 
people who cry out for Napoleon's retom ; 
you see, that all the ctuelties of despotism 
and peraecntion have^ over one half of 
Europe, followed doaaly upon the heels 
of that faR of Napoleon wfaiek was ef- 
fected by immenie Gonnan amiel^ snbsi* 
diied byns; attd, while yon hammll these 
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objactsiMfbre yoar ey^s, while jpor h/^aiis 
mrm filled witli ungiiidi for the auflCerers and 
with wdignatioii afaiasi thoaewho hare 
hemt the caose of the sufferbg, yoa hear 
Mr. Broogham assert, that th^ whole na» 
Hen 0pprox)e of the act which was intend* 
ed to Gonsuminate, and put the seal upon, 
thmt leries of deeds, by which those suffer" 
iqgf have been produced ! And yet, there 
are persons weak enough to hope, that you 
can be prevailed upon to choose this very 
Mr. Brougham as the . coUeague of Sir 
Franci$ Bur4eU ! 

Geotlemeu, Mr. Broogham is reported 
to haTO said, upon the occasion here re» 
lerred to, that the transportation and im- 
prisoDOieiit of Napoleon were justified by 
the la9 qf nafions^ Mr. Brougham is a 
lawyer; and I challenge Mr. Brougham 
here, aeejng that he did not gi.re me an 
opportaoity of challenging him atihe an- 
nirersary Dinner, to produce from of^ 
writer on the law of nations, a single pre* 
oedeat^ a single fact, a single rule^ maxim, 
priBGiple, or opinion, which, if fairly 
stated or interpreted, irill jostify^ or apo- 
lofixe for, this erer-memprable deed. He 
ackaowledfed Napcdeon to ha?e been a 
prii0ner ^ 9ar> Well, Gentleman, and 
did he aoit cease to be a prisoner of war 
at seoa as the war was ai am endf It is 
said that hi$ government jdi^ not demand 
hk raieaBO. Bnt, did that circumstance 
aathoftoe at to detain, and eren to trans- 
pert him I Did it anthorise us, too, to 
•iese op hiji prifate property, and even to 
deny hiai any correspondence and any 
tUflf to reotf, except what our Ministers 
shoiM approre of? If, at the close of a 
war, prisonera made during that war be 
mot deauuaded by their foTernment, they 
beoeiea Irae at once, and may |p whither 
tiief please. Oar Mkn Law would have 
enabled the Miai^teiis to refuse him a xe- 
fis d eaoe here; bat, by the law of Nations 
and the law of England he was at liberty 
^^ 00 to aay other €oaniry>tbat h^ ehose., 
II ve nagr tiaosport luid impriaoa for life 



priaoqers of war not demanded by their 
goTernment, why may we not hang and 
quarter them? If this circumstance gifes 
us a right to depi:ive them pf their liberty 
and property, why not to deprife them of 
life ? Suppose, (hat, . at the close of the 
next war ifrith France, Sir JFraacis Bur* , 
dett, by some accident, should happen to, 
be a, prisoner of war in (hat country, and 
that the Ministers should not think pro- 
per to demand his release ; are jou ready, 
to allow, that the J^ourbons would have a 
right to transport and keep him a guarded 
prisoner on a rock for life ; and, more- 
OTer, to sieze the property they might find 
in his possession and to cui him off from 
all correspondence and all means of know* 
ing what was passing in the world ? Are 
you ready to allow this ? No : yon feel 
your blood boil at the idea. Yet, accord* 
ing to the principle of Mr. Brougham, the 
Bourbons would hare a right to act thus 
towards the Honourable B&ronet. 

So far from its being true, that ihet 
whole nation approred of this measurei^ 
the fact is, that a lety great majority of 
the sound and enlightened part of the na* 
tion decidedly disapproved of it ; and, af^ 
you well know, that, greatly to their 
honour, the.Dti^e of Sussex and Lor4 
Holland entered and recorded their solemii 
protest against it. But, if Mr. Brougham 
could, by his condnct upon this occasion^ 
secure the approbation of the w^ak^ th^ 
timid, whose alarms had deprired them of 
the power to be just; if he CQul^, astQ 
this great point, side with the Oligarchy ; 
and, if he could, at the same time, by hip 
blandishpaents and intrigues, prerail so far 
orerthe minds of jt. well-meaning Com* 
mitt^ as to induce them to work in the 
paTing pf his way to a iieat for Westmin- 
ster ; if he could, do all these, at ope aiiid> 
the same time, l^ls. prospect ^ the Attor*- 
pey-Geperalship, and, perhaps, of the pas|t 
of Prime Minister, was $s iair as hear^ 
coald wish. Bat, Gentlemen^ passing orer 
bit direct oiyesition to the metieii olSif _ 
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Francis for receWhig a petition against the 
Scotch Judge ; his expression, during his 
speech on the Liberty of the Press, that 
there wanted only one or two little im- 
provements to make our present practical 
constitution perfect; and his occasional 
compliments to Castlereagh; passing over 
these and many other objectionable things, 
with which [ will not weary yon, is it to 
be tolerated, that any body shall propose 
to yon to choose this gentleman as the col- 
league of Sir Francis Bordett ? 

In this gentleman it is impossible to dis- 
cover any thing but great ability, without 
any fixed principle as to the object that 
you have in flew ; without any pledge, 
any declaration, any even the smallest se- 
curity, or ground of hope, that that ability 
will not be employed against^ instead of 
for J the efforts of Sir Francis Bnrdett and 
yourselres in the cause of Reform ; and 
with recent instances before you of active 
and strenuous support of deeds hostile to 
every principle of genertl freedom and of 
common justice ; adding thereto that long 
experience bids even the most credulous to 
take warning against him barely on ac- 
count of the profession, to which he be- 
longs, and which, out of hundreds of thou- 
sands, has never yet, in our country, pro- 
duced one single politician firm in at- 
tachment to the liberties of the people 
In Major Cartwright, on the contrary, 
what do we behold ? Not only a man, 
whose efforts in the cause have been the 
Offorts of a life ; towards whom for us not 
to feel the highest possible degree of gra- 
titude would pronounce us to be almost 
unworthy of the name of men ; not only 
a man to whom we are already so much 
indebted, for I will here leave ihe pott 
wholly out of the question ; but a man on 
whose t>olitical integrity and courage we 
can always safely rely; whose principles 
are as well known to us and are as dear to 
oar hearts as is the name of England itself; 
who has no other care upon his mind than 
that which arises out of hU anxiety for 



his country's freedom ; who has no odier 
object in view than that of accomplishing 
the restoration of that freedom; who is 
secure against temptation of every kind 
that corruption can imagine ; whose pa« 
Hty of character, whose generosity of 
sentiment, whOto infiexible adherence to 
jastice, whose unconquerable perseveranee, 
whose knowledge and whose talents maik 
him out as the man worthy of being the 
associate of << Westminster's Pride and 
'' England's Hope*" 

To such a man what can be objected ? 
What can be discovered as a reason for 
his not beings as the eolleagne of Sir 
Francis Bordett, preferred before imjr 
other man ? I have never heard but one 
reason even hinted tii^ and that is hie age. 
Age is never urged as an objection to kitigij 
seldom to Generals, Admirals, Chancel- 
lors, or Ministers. Age is not, as to the 
capacities of man, to be reckoned merely 
by number of years. Some men are much 
older, in this respect, at fifty, and even at 
forty,than Major Cartwright is at seventy. 
Bie, In this, the only trne way of esti« 
mating, as to our present purpose, Mr. 
Bauon Masekes, who it eighty/ve^ is 
much younger tiuin many men are sit Jiffy. 
He performs all his duties as Cnriiior 
Baron of the Exchequer, which duties are 
various and important, with as much re- 
gularity and in every respect as well, as 
he performed those of Attorney^^Gmiefal 
in Canada fifty years ago. Few men hi 
En^nd write, or speak, with more 
iuency, moie predsion, or more force ; to 
which I take this opportunity of addinf , 
that very few indeed have acted^as to po- 
litics, so disinterested, or, in any respect, 
so honourable a part. Degenerate and. 
base as the times are, there are stiM some 
worthy men left in England; and, if their 
names should ever be collected, that of 
Masereemifi certainly occupy a prominent 
place. 

If it could, with truth, be said, that the 
mind of the great champion of Reform 
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bad befQo to dlscoter' any synptomi ct 
feebleness^ or that his body had relaxed in 
its part of its neoeasary exertions; if 
either his pen or bh tongue had b^un to 
falter ; e?en then 1 would say, let us hasten 
to a?ail onrseWes of what romains of his 
▼ahiablo life. Bat, such is not the case. 
If we look at the latest prodoetions of his 
pen ; if we listen to the last spoach htm 
his lips ; iir wektep in Tfew his daily and 
dnost hourly exertions : e?ery thing 
tells us, that he unites what we so seldom 
see united, the wisdom of age with the 
vigour of youth. Besides, if age has its 
disadTxntages, it has also its adrantages. 
To treat ac^e with disrespect is always a 
proof of an unfeeKng and profligate mind ; 
and, when to the circumstance of age is 
added that of unblemished character, they, 
of themseWes, haye a weight of no incon- 
siderable importance. 

After all, howerer, the main coneide« 
ration, is, the effect which would be pro* 
duced in favour of the cause of Refbm 
by the election of Major Cartwright. It 
wonid show to the whole kingdom ; to 
the enemies of Reform as well as to its 
friends, that Westminster was resolved 
never to 3rield this great point. The ene« 
mies of Iteform, in the House, would have 
to conten d with two instead of one ; and, 
that additional one having nothing else to 
do in the world but to combat against 
them. I defy the press, in spite of its 
hireling character, to suppress, or to pre- 
vent the effect of^ the speeches, to which 
the House must and would liaten. The 
natwre of the rabject wonId thus become 
belter uoderstoed ; men.wonld more fre- 
qienlly have it in their months; a new 
and great interest would be excited. The 
bsure drcumstanoe of carrying the veteran 
patriot down to the House nponthe heads 
of two hundred thousand men would be 
it demonstration of puMic disocrnnieBtt, 
public spirit, and public fesolution, that 
would make connption hang her head; 
and most sincerely do I betieve^ tfaat^ 



after Ikch a dembnstration, the cause of 
the people would speedily be crowned 
with success ; and that our liberties, our 
pe^ce, prosperity and happiness would be 
established upon a sure and lasting foun- 
dation, and that, too, without any assault^ 
or any encroachment., on the rights of the 
Church, the Nobles, or the King. 

Having thus expressed my conviction, 
that such would be the efiect qf the step 
which I have taken the liberty to propose 
to you, and knowing your earnestness 
and sincerity in seeking such a result, 1 
shall hardly suppose it possible, that any 
one will not have anticipated, and con- 
curred in the opinion, that Major Cart- 
wright ought to be elected to the exclusion 
of Lord Codirane, even if the Noble 
Lord, from his father being still alive^ 
should remain eligible. My opinion goes 
to the preferring of Major Cartwright 
before every other man living a« the col« 
league of Sir Francis Burdett. But, hav- 
ing thought it necessary to be thus explicit 
with rOgard to the Noble Lord, juiticO 
to him atad to myself also requires tiat I 
should go a little further, unwiiliig as 
I am longer to trespass on your atten- 
tion. 

Let me first observe, that m/ feeling, 
towards Lord Cochrane is th^t of un- 
feigned respect. My confidence in his 
honour and integrity are undiminished. 
Without affecting to have my particular 
intimacy with his Lorpshfp, I may say, 
that, as to the circumstances, which have 
harrassed him for the ifto last years, I 
have had better oppor^tmities of judging 
than the public in general* I can also say, 
that, from the first fo the last, as farms 
related to the afiair ft tiie ifoor, I applied 
myself with all pMsible diligence and 
care to discover th« real tmth, especially 
after the appearaace of the affidavit of 
his Lordship. Aad now, at the end of 
two yean, having read all that has been 
published, and heard all that lias been 
pnbUckly said, upon the matter, I express 



Digitized by 



Google 



691] 



To THE ElECTOES Of WESTMINStER* 



[6W 



my thprough con^letm, tbi* he n%s^en* 
tircly innocent of wery ptrt of the-offieDce 
laid to biR -charges • Further 1 -dave iiot 
go, or-I womM also. express my €0il»ftli4iil. 
as to wbflfe I deem to havrfoeeft^tlwri^fil 
cause of his fliuflenngs. . ^- .-' 

You, entertaitiing the same cooTiction, 
showed not less soundness eC^ jadgment 
than generosity of feeling by sending bim 
back to the House after his expulsion* 
Yoa acted upon principles #bicb are 
amongst these that do most hoaour to the 
human beart : a Ipve of fair play^ and a 
scorn of the idea of deserting the oppres- 
sed. But, Gentlemen, haTing satisfied 
what you deemed (and, I think, rightly 
deemed) the deman()s of justice ; baring 
amply discharged your duty towards 
Jjord Cochrane, your country, your dis- 
tressed, your harrassed, your pauperised 
country, has now a demand at your bands, 
and that demand stands prior to the pri- 
Tflte feelings not only of one ^nditidual, 
bus to those of any half of the nation. 

Gentlemen, look, at Ireland; look at 
her niserable millions ! Look at England, 
swarhing with paupers, aad conTulscd in 
eTery^imb of her body. Look at the 
' shocktni scenes at this moment pasring 
under outeyes. Look at the military array; 
contemplate the approaching punishment 
of the unfoUnaate creatures, who, igno- 
minions as tleir end may justly become, 
are still EnglKbmen, and still our. coun- 
try men. Do y^ belioTe, that these evils 
and this disgraci wiil ever have an end ; 
do yon belieTe, that there is any renedy 
for them, other than tbat.of a paiiiamen- 
tary ffefarm ? If )oa do not, the plain 
path of duty Is^ to do all that lies In yovt 
power to effect that importaart eod ; and 
then the only i«niioinf qoaetion is, 
whidi is the person Host likely to ad- 
vance that end, Lord OachfmDe^ or. Mifor 
Cartwcight. 

la tiie particular caie •£ iheeaptddon 
•f Loid Cocfaraaa, thefe mwM Jl mativa 
wUcli cmmot mgwim mm; for, it wiU 



.hardly be preteadad, that every man, 
who has suffered fron similar caases, 
ougbt^ for that reason solely, to be cho- 
sen a member of parliameat. If this ware 
the case, the/a would be a great abaft- 
danc^ of pertaos aiast amply qualified to 
reoeiTe.yoar suffrages. Mr. Laiae Hhvt 
and bis brodu^r, for instanoa, have suf- 
fered most severely ; and they haae saf- 
fered, too, for what yea and I, aeoord- 
ing to oar wild notions, deem a merit in- 
stead of a crttae. Yet, no one seeass to 
thiak, that Mr. Laian Hvar ought to 
think his feelings wounded by yoar pre- 
ferring Major Cartwiight before hinu 
There is, too, another featnre, whi^ 
distinguishes the case of his Lordship 
from that of Mr. Leigh Hunt. Mr. Hnnes; 
sufferings originated in nothing that you 
and I deem t/mUi ; whereas Lord Coch- 
rane, though we deem him innocent of all 
knowledge of the Horn, certainly wonld 
have avoided the charge altogether, if be 
had abstained from that pnrsutt, which 
is laudable in no man, and, ia him^ rery 
indiscreet. If, indeed, an act of indiacre* 
tionJiad been committed in any attempt te 
defoad, or assert, the people's rights; 
and,- if that act of indiscretion had been 
made the ground of prooeedinga, endii^ 
in great mortiication and suffering to Ua, 
the obligation on jchi to persevere In re- 
choosing htm would have been saore 
wei^ty. Bat, if ire look at the case ask 
stands, the saffering did net or^gwMCr In 
any thing done, or altempled le be dnne, 
for Weatminsterin partlcalar^ er» for ike 
public in fenevaL That ay Loiri Cmt^ 
rane did nothing more tiian flBMU 
do, aad than many genikmem db, i04 
tain. We knew, that the lavs agrinit 
gandiling in the fands is set at nen^t bjr 
s,nnd that tiie paperwejntea bat 
tiie cemitrjr iato ene great 
But still Ahena it a aeair^ 
Mug that etiAs to «i« pucsnity wUch 
makes it nnbeooming in anch a peraon a# 
Lard (^eduane, and wUcb^ even in wmj 
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retllf g66d tntmy htt ittdltd a pt^odiei' 
iqjnHbas t6 akiy poKHcal cause in wliteh 
Us Lordship is embarked. 

It .appears to me, therefore, that it is 
tncohaistent, not only With public doty, 
but witH common sense, to consider Lord 
Cochhtae as an obstacle! in the way of 
Major C^rtirri^htj bat, besides this, I 
am morally certain, that an attempt to 
re-choose his Lofdship woirid faii of 
success ; and, when it h considered^ that, 
by making that attempt, yon will expose 
yoarseWes to the hazard of seeing a crea- 
ture of Corjaption foisted into one of yonr 
seats, there cannot, it appears to me, be 
the smallest room for hesitation witb any 
man, who has sincerely at heart the 
triumph of the cause, for which we hare 
so long been contending. Nay, judging 
of JxH^ Cochrane by myself, and form- 
ing my opinion on what 1 hare always 
obserred of his character, I rentare to 
assert, that he would be amongst the last 
men in the cotfntfj to recommend any 
attempt which mlgbt, in its result, proTe 
iojurions to that eaose. 

With the renerable Major your path is 
smooth a« glass. There are no rubs, no 
obstacles, no drawbacks, no prejudices, 
no exceptions. Vou all know him. All 
Englaod Icnows him. llis name is syno- 
nymous w ith eyery. tUog that is patriotic 
and Tirtu€>us. The wonder will be, not 
that Wes-tmlnster has done herself the 
honour of choosing him at the age of 
seYenty-fi?e, but that she has not done 
herself that honour long ago. His life 
exhibits a rare taslance, not only of long 
ceutinaed exertion, but of still more rare 
patience and disinterestedness. The fit- 
^t amongst the fit to be chosen himself, 
be has always been labouring for the 
election of others. Animated solely by 
bis desire to promote the hapfriness and 
true glory of his country^ he has ncfter 
sought for hitnselfthatdlstinctiit>n^w1iich, 
I trust, gentlemen, is reserved to^ con- 
^^ffnd OB hiiB for the public good, by the 



enfigbtened and patriotic City of West- 
minster. 

With a deep sense of the gratitude due 
to you from the whole kingdom for the 
benefit which it has derived from your 
excellent example, 
I remain 
Your friend and most obedient servant, • 
Wm. Cobbktt. 



Pbotestants in the South of France. 

(Sir S. RomillfM ^teceh continued from p 67«. J 

The fact was however, that no acts of 
violence were committed during this in- 
terval — ao persons were insulted — no 
houses attacked— none were killed, at 
least in the town of Nisnies, though it waS; 
said that some stragglers of the Duke 
d'Angouleme's army were murdered by 
the peasants. Upon the 15th of July 
many of the royal volunteers, as they 
were called, returned to Nismes ; num- 
bers of armed men fiocked in from the 
country, and required the garrison which 
held it in Bonaparte's name to surrender. 
This garrison, consisting of about SOO 
men, consented to lay down their ams^ 
but they were all of tliem, with the excep- 
tion of a few who contrived to make their 
escape, massacred as they came out of 
their barracks. For some successive days 
the whole of the Protestants of Nismes, 
were exposed to ontrages of every kind ; 
their houses were plundered or pulled 
down, the rich were laid under contribu- 
tions, the looms of the poor manufac* 
tarers were destroyed, women were strip-i 
ped and scourged in the streets ; no less 
than 30 females were subjected to this 
atrocity, one of whom was far advanced 
in pregnancy* He would repeat what he 
had stated on a former occasion, that 200 
persons were murdered in cold blood, be- 
sides 9,000 individuals who were perse- 
cuted in their persons and property. One 
man, a Mr. Lafond, far advanced in life, 
these wretches threw from the balus- 
trades of his own staircase, and, on still 
dtscof ering some signs of Ufe, they cut 
him to pieces, with their sabres. The 
soTen sons of a Mr. Leblaac, ao4 the five 
sonsof ft Mr. Chirar, were murdered. A 
wretch of the name of Trestaillon was the 
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chief leader in these atrocities. This 
man, hearing that Chirar the father was 
confined to his bed, came to his house, 
and asked the wife to let him see her 
husband, affecting to feel for him ; but, 
immediately on being introduced, he shot 
the old roan dead with a pistoU This 
monster in human shape had been twice 
taken into custody, but he had nerer yet 
been punished by the French Govern- 
ment [Hear!] He had boasted of the 
murders he had committed. One of the 
tirst acts after the 17th of July, the 
period when Nismes reverted under the 
Royal Government, was to disarm the 
urban guard, which it was declared should 
exclusively consist of Catholics: and he 
should have to state an order of the new 
autnoritics, that all persons should be dis- 
armed who could not belong to the na- 
tional guard, which was equivalent to de- 
claring that their intended victims should 
be disarmed, in order to their execution. 
In one place these infuriated persons dog 
up the body of a young man, and burnt 
it, together with the house of his father. 
In short, every kind of atrocity was com- 
mitted. He was speaking now of persons 
who were murdered in cold blood, and 
not taken with arms in their hands. It 
was proper here to inqnire what steps 
were taken by the French Government 
to prevent these excesses. The King 
had appointed the Marquis d'Arbaud 
Joucques Prefect of the department of 
the Gard. He arrived on the 30th of 
July, and issued a proclamation for the 
purpose of protecting the Protestants 
from the fury of their persecutors. In 
consequence of this he was ill-treated on 
Ms appearance at the theatre. They in- 
sisted that Trestaillon should be released, 
which was accordingly done. This Pre- 
fect was still continued ; and under such 
circumstances could any man say, in the 
language of the Duke. of Wellington, that 
the French Government had done every 
thing to protect its ProtesUnt subjects? 
The disturbances at Nismes still conti- 
hued. The 21st of August was the im- 
portant dav fixed for the election of De- 
puties to the Legislature. He read from 
the official journal of the Gard tho pro- 
clamation of Devallon. the Mayor of 
Nismes, on the eve of the feast of St 
Jjouis, recommending to the people to 
abstain from tiie emplojrment of squibs 
and crackers, and reminding them that 



the least distarbance would throw great 
respox^ibility on the magistrates. What 
was the amount of force which this 
Mayor then had at his disposal ? It was 
twenty-four companies of national gvaj^, 
and three of cavalry. There was another 
proclamation issued on the SOCb of Ao* 
gust, in which he states, that many rniir- 
ders had been committed, the perpetra- 
tors of which concealed themselves in 
darkness. l*hcse, he said, had profound* 
ly wounded his heart; but he verified 
them all to unknown agiUtors« w^o in 
this way abused their love for their king. 
What were we to think of a government 
which ascribed these murders to mis- 
guided demonstrations of loyalty ? They 
are then reminded that such crimes could 
not be justified^ because crimes of the 
same kind had been committed during an 
usurpation blasted by Heaven, and de- 
tested by man. But what was the hci ? 
The national guard which was at the dis« 
posal of the Mayor had never exerted 
themselves during all these days to pre- 
vent the perpetration of the murders. It 
might be worth mentioning, that M. Trin- 
quelaque, a lawyer, who was chosen one 
of the deputies to the legislature, ilnd 
lately appointed Secretary-Creneral to the 
Minister of Justice, was the person who, 
after the first restoration^ f>roposed that 
a silver image shoald be dedicated to the 
Virgin, in the event of the pregnancy of 
the Dnchess D'Angouleme. It was also 
worthy of remark, that on the ^th of 
August another military force entered 
Nismes, exclusive of the national guard, 
when tranquillity was restored, and con- 
tinued as long as they remained. The 
national guard was marched into the 
mountains of the Cevennes, where the peo- 
ple had remained in perfect tranqnillity, 
though they were now treated by the 
national guard as in a stat^ of rebellion. 
The Austrian troops that were soon after 
sent into the Cevennes^ in order to dig- 
arm the inhabitants, declared, on the con- 
trary, they had never seen a people more 
peaceably disposed. They quitted the 
country on the 95th of October, and the 
same system of murder was recommenced 
Besides the infamous Trestaillon, there 
was another notorious murderer of the 
name of Quatretaillon. Trestaillon had 
been sent away from that part of the 
country, but punished l>e had never been. 
In fact^ not one of the persons concerned 
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in these tmmeroas atrocities had been 
brought to punishment ; they stiU roamed 
about at large, though well known to 
most of the inhabitants of Nismes. He 
had to notice another proclamation of 
the Prefect^ in which he spoke of an 
indignation, too natural not to be excusa- 
ble, having burst 6n the heads of the dis- 
affected ; but, illegal as it was, he adds, it 
was not stained by plunder, and popular 
indignation had not been disgraced by 
robbery. The Honourable Gentlieman 
then proceeded to advert to the opening 
of the Protestant churches at Nismes, on 
the t^th 4f Nevember, when General 
Lagarde wa8 scyerely' Wounded. Many 
of the tongrogation Wire besides wound- 
ed and maltreated. On the 1st of Septem- 
ber, 1815, another proclamation was is- 
sued^ which still used the language of 
persuasion to murderers. He made no 
doubt that the Noble Lord was much bet- 
ter acquainted than himself with all these 
hcta ; but the House would take into 
its cotisideratioA the extreme difficulty of 
procuring authentic information. There 
bad been no difficulty, indeed, in publish- 
ing any thing against the Protestants ; the 
conductors of the journals were per- 
nittcNl, nay, they were et en courted, to 
publish statements against those persons ; 
Imt the police would not suffier a single 
paragraph to be Inserted with regard to 
their suffv^rlngs. Re was himself present 
in the Chamber of beputles, when a dis- 
cassion took place on the personal li- 
berty of the subject ; and because, one of 
'the Representatives, Monsieur d'Argen- 
ton, stated, that there had been persecu- 
tions In the south of France, a great part 
of the assembly rose in a most tumultuous 
manner, and in' the coarsest terms insisted 
that he should be called to ofder. He 
(Sir Samuel Romilly) then saw a gentle- 
man in bis place who was present in the 
French Chamber on that occasion, and he 
appealed fo that Honorable Member to 
corroborate this statement. The Presi- 
dent yielded to the cry of the House, and 
Monsieur d' Angenion was called to order. 
it was notorious, however, that only six 
days before he made that speech, the blood 
of tlie PriitesYants was flowing down the 
streets of Nismes, and it was only a fort- 
jifght before- that the Ring's General was 
wounded ; and yet he was called to order 
for stating that there had been a persecu- 
tion in the sonih. [Hear, hear ! J When 



General Lagarde was wounded at Nismes, 
the King published a^proclamation on the 
subject ; and — 

Sir Gerard Noel rose to call (he ho- 
nourable and learned gentleman to order. 
ft seemed to him, that the Home would 
act ?ery unwisely. If they should allow 
the Honourable and Learned Gentleman 
to proceed with these details. He had 
been admitted into- the Chamber of De- 
puties by courtesy, as an English gen- 
tleman on his travels ; and he had no right 
to make use of what he then heard for the 
purpose of grounding an inquiry in the 
English House of Commons. It would 
be a great breach of confidence in the 
Hon. and Learned Gentleman, [a laugh,] 
and was derogatory to the high character 
and dignity of the House. [Repeated 
laughter and loud calls to Sir Samuel 
Romilly to proceed.] 

Sir Samuel Romillt said, he could 
easily remove all embarrassment from the 
mind of the Honourable Baronet, with 
respect to being guilty of any breach of 
confidence, as he was only stating what 
the French government Itself had permit- 
ted to be published in all the newspapers 
on the following day. [Hear, hear 1] Ha 
repeated, that there was no hesitation 
whatever on the part of that government 
in publishHig every thing against the Pro- 
testants. The four deputies of the de- 
partment of La Gard published in the 
Quottdienne a sort of protest against the 
Ring's proclamation, and declared tha^ 
the tumult was excited only by a few old 
women. On the 12th of November tho 
prefect issued a proclamation, and, In tho 
name of the department, promised a re- 
ward of 3,000 francs to any person who . 
should make known the name of the In* 
diTidual who had shot the General, and 
bring him before him. This man, how* 
ever, had not been prosecuted or punish- 
ed ; nay, he had not been seiied, though 
his name was well known to be Bolsset. 
The proclamation of the King said, that 
an atrocious crime had been committed ; 
but what followed ? It called upon the 
magistrates to disarm all the Protestants; 
and why ? Because, as the prefect stated, 
a tumult had been excited by a few old 
women! On the 19th of December, the 
mayor published a proclamation, stating, 
that the Protestant churches shpnld be 
re-opened on the following Thursday, 
and an assoraoce was giren to the people 
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that the Protestantt shoaM have dmrdm 
built oat of the city* Of the two chorchea 
of the Prot«iwit8 at Nismea, one had 
been bought by themseWes, and the other 
was given to them by the government ; 
but, instead of these, they were to be 
permitted to build two new ones beyond 
the walls of the town at their own ex- 
pense. Now, he woald ask, what had 
thb to do with politics? What had this 
to do with Bonaparte? The House would 
see that all this was purely religious. On 
the 9th of January the King published 
another proclamation, stating, in the first 
place, <*that his orders had met with 
that re8|)ect and submission which he had 
a right to expect." But what was the 
nature of thb respect and submission ? — 
only that the Protestants had been dis- 
armed. It then declared, ^^ that the tern. 
pie of the Protestants was open, and that 
they enjoyed all the protection of the 
law;" and it concluded with *<his Ma- 
jesty's thanks to his good people of the 
city of Nismes." This must be coori- 
dered as a kind of general amnerty ; and 
the fact really was, that not a single in- 

. dividual had been prosecuted or punished. 

. The present condition of the Protestants 
certainly was so far in a stale of security, 
that since the month of December no 
murderer cruelty had been committed ; 
but he had been informed by a gentleman 

. who had recently arrived tifim the city 
of Nismes, and on whose veracity he 
cofild place the utmost reliance, that the 
Protestants were continually driven away 
from the public walks. Whenever they 

. ventured to appear in such placet, they 
were jostled by the very persons wko had 
mnrdered their wives, t|ieir husWinds, 
brothers, sisters, and dearest relations. 
The prisons were now filled with Pro* 

.tfistants who had. been appr^mided on 
the chaxge of sedition. In the severel 
departipents of France there were pot 
iessthgn 19,000 Protestanti in co9tody 
upon this pretence. Some were impri- 
soned for five years, some for ten years, 
and others for longer periods, on the 
chaise of having sung improper . songs. 

Sear, hear I] It aeeraed a most extraor- 
ary thing, that crimes so atrocious as 
those which he had mentioned should bo 
euffered to pass unpunished, and that such 
trifling offences as singing a few song^, 
should be visited i^ this terrible manner. 
It was a strai^e feature of the adpinistrj^- 



tion of jostioe in any coontry; bnt that 
on which he most relied was, thai no per- 
son had been yet brought to trial. He 
did not intend to move that there shon^d 
be any immediate address to the crown on 
this subject; but he contended, that the 
Protestants had suffered, not for seditions 
conduct, but only on the suspicion of en- 
tertaining partioulav opinions. Ail that 
he meant to ask for was^ that an hnmble 
address should be presented to the Prince 
Regent, that he wanld be graciously 
pleased to lay before the House copies or 
extracts of «dl correspondence bctweea 
his Majesty's government and khe govern* 
meat of France, relative to^thc Protes- 
tants in the south of France. He made 
this motion in no spirit of hostility against 
ministers, but to give tbem an opportunity 
of making a statement more in detail than 
had yet been done. Be conid give a long 
list of names of persons who had been' 
muadmd at Nismes^ bnt he did not con- 
sider it necessary in this stage of the b|i-. 
siness. Because they were Proteatnnts, 
. they were said to be Qf^niipartista ; and 
the Catholics^ who had bow suffered to 
.persecute tkenit were called Bonrbonist< 
Tl^ NoUe Lord woeW bare an opportu- 
nity of correcting this error^ if U were 
one; and he abonld be glad to |iear that 
govemmeot had used idl the meap^i in Its 
power lo put a stop to the^e crimes. In 
concluding kis rm^h ^ ^if^^ ^^ 
to what had been done bv our appestors 
on similar oceasione: and if ^r^eedMn 
were necessary, he need oiriiy reeal to the 
recollection of jhe house what be bad re* 
cently done for the negroes of Africa. 
Bnt surely the ProtestanH qf the spntii eC 
Fremce had eqnal clidms upon our gene, 
rosity and benevolence, and we oqght 
not to suffer them to bepersecoted, unpri- 
soned, and mnrdered, without some xe. 
monstrance to the government which wes 
bound to protect them. At the very mo- 
ment when these dreadfnl scenes were 
acting in Languedoc, Paris was in posses- 
sion of t^tee Protestant armies, and the 
King could' not look mi of the windows 
of his palace without seeiutg the ce^non 
that was planted befsre it He did not 
state this for the pni^ose of brhogMig a 
charge against his Majesty; b«ttf *e n^- 
lected to send asstf tan^ to his JVetestant 
subjects, it was the duty of those who 
comm^ded the foreign armies i9 pcotect 
and defend them. Tbe iPrench j^ern- 
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ne&t did aoAiag bot ^ro wotds and 
lak j proftetiops ; Inititwaf still moar 
power to interpose all good offices in this 
case. TtiinulU had recently arisen In ra- 
jrioiis parts of France; and if disorders 
should agaiR break ont, who coold tell 
what might be the situation of the un- 
happy inhabitants of Nismes ? He trusted 
thft the House would consider what a 
heafy responsibilitj was then upon them, 
^nd that, as they would answer to God 
and their consciences, they would not re- 
fuse protection when it was in tbeir power 
io afford it. [Hear, hear.] 

Lord Castl^caoh said, that the House 
must haTo listened with great paio tp the 
speech of the Hon. and Ijeamed Grentle- 
man, as they must certainly lament to 
bear that persecutions for religious opi- 
Jiions were still practised in any part of 
£urope. He did not mean to make any 
iufidious reBectioO) but he must take 
leave to say, that the Hon. and fjearned 
Gentleman had drawn a most exaggerated 
and nntkirly colonred picture. The. Hon. 
and Learned Gentleman had plaeed hin^ 
In a most ambarrasing and paanful sitna- 
tioQ* He had addmsed himsielf to the 
House as to a trHMinal that had }urjsdic«> 
tlon to inquire into all thedrenmatafliecB; 
but if they had Of en the means of Hrriving 
«t the troth, thty bad not the. mewis io? 
•applying m remedy to the cfila. He miist 
enter his protest against the &lsOf policy 
i>i foterlering witb the faitefflial sitnatton 
•f the Impairs of' other countries, more 
especially with, respect to religions opi- 
nions. Tbe Hon. nnd Learned Gientlo- 
man bad dweli wHh great pains npon the 
•centuries ih^t wore gone by, no if he 
wisfaed to Tonse all thoso bad passions 
(Whtcb, he should hope, bad been long 
•bnried m obiition. Ifte had also adverted 
Io tkt Impression awde on tbo pnUk: 
mind by the conduct of certain indivi- 
duals^ and bad sHaled, timt a sort of 
oonnteonnoe wns git en to tbeir enertioos 
by hit Majfsty*» mhiisters. If be ima- 
gined, however, that government was 
disposed t^ ^nconvage those persons, he* 
wu certainly Incorrect; for they were 
safisfied, tbat, notwithstanding the bene- 
volent motives by which tho^e bodies 
night have been aetnated, they had done 
more harm than good to the cause in 
which they interposed. He knew that it 
was not possible to discourage tbe efforts 
of indifidnals, but he was confident that 



bis-llAJesty's gOTemment would have lost 
sight of their duty If they had encouraged 
them. It was a question of prudence to 
look at the/ cases of former interference, 
and erery man who fiewed them with afi 
impartial eye, woufd consider what the 
spirit of toleration waS'«iv<Mrking in favour 
of religion^ There was a time, indeed, 
when religion was made a* pretence for 
imposing a system • of go?ernment, and 
(heu the Pfotestaot pqwers were obliged 
..to istand together: .But we were now 
placed in a. situation' inr which we might 
suffer chrisHanity^io effect its own work. 
.He did not say that one government 
could not communicate on this subject ^ 
witk another ; -but hp-did say, that if one 
government at this day would suflSsr a 
foreign state to interfere with it because it 
administered its laws according to its own 
conception, that govornment. would be 
degraded in the^ eye» of all the world. 
But suppose we should be rash enough to 
interfere with another state on this ac- 
count: if we were not listened to, what 
.would become of. our dignity?. Was the 
Hon. and Learned Greatlea»an prepared 
tovJtate, that be wished an appeal Co 

arnaj L^^^> ^^^^ U'^^ ^^' ^^^ ^^"^^ 
astonished at the Hon. and Learned 
Coleman's proposal, when be foiind 
bo Md not laid the ground for it in the 
^geiimil silnatlofi of the Protestants: on 
ibe eontmry, he bad told the House that 
bis was not a charge of religious persecu- 
tion ;. ho bad tokl them that the evil was 
Ipoal^-^rtbat k was confined to tbo depart- 
ment of itbe Gafd-4hat tbo Protestants 
derived their liberty from that man who 
ownd Abe loss of his life and crown to 
ibis bonevolenoo : bad he been noro vigor- 
ous, the wojAd would have been spared 
those soeaes of calamity that bad siaee 
overwholmod the whole of tbe csviliaad 
globe* He had commented cm the acts of 
tbe French government and tbe procla- 
matWn x>f tbe king himeelC It would be 
invidious for him (Lord C.) to enter into 
critical disqniHtions on that proclamation, 
bttt he was persuaded that the king felt 
tbe moat sincere desire to put down the 
hostile feeling against the Protestants : he 
had not only tolerated but indulged them, 
and tbeir miseries were only the result of 
a local feud, such as wo bad but too often 
seen in parts of this ^mpire^ and which 
all the force of government could not pat 
down at once. Was be (Lord C.) to tell 
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the HoQie) that in the countrj to which 
he belonged, a feud, a dispute, which 
appeared religions, bnt whteh was totally 
unconnected with religion, would often 
disturb a profince for years? In the 
county of Armagh sects had for two yclirs 
been waging war with each other, and 
the whole power of the arm of the law 
was found insufficient to repress them. 
Did the Hoove forget the present state of 
things in Ireland, and wonld they haie 
us advise a forekn country to interfere in 
the cause of the Uatholics of this country ^ 
(Hear.) He wu sure that such an inter* 
ference would not be endured. Whilst 
there was but one common feeling — ^that 
of deep grief on the unhappy calamities 
in France, and an aniious desire to see 
them terminated; whilst the Hon. and 
Learned Gentleman' himself admitted 
that no outrages had been committed 
since December, and now, after such a 
lapse of time, he came to harrow up the 
feelings of the House with the recital of 
calamities we could not redress, he (Lord 
C.) had hoped that he would lay the ques- 
tioB at peace, instead of colouring the 
proceedings on one side as highly as he 
Hiight, if he had pleased, those of the 
other— instead of inflaming the passions 
of two sects who were tearing each other 
to pieces. This was an act of disrespect 
to the French people, and not an act of 
i^jUieTOlence, whatefer might be the 
notices of the Hon. and Learned Gentle- 
man. He (F^rd C.) could not consis- 
tently with his public doty acquiesce in 
producing to the House all the corres- 
pondence that had passed on this subject. 
' If ever there was a question on which 
parlfament and erery good man should be 
silent, it was this. He did not mean to 
deny that communications had passed 
which had conrinced his Majesty's minis- 
ters, that though the French government 
was in the exercise of a power so recent 
that it could hardly be productiye of any 
great and immediate results, yet that his 
most Christian Majesty hid been most 
serious in his efforts to repress all perse* 
cation. He agreed with the Hon. and 



Learned Gentleman, that the sibation of 
the Protestants of France had for a long 
time been a source of pain to ererj 
liberal mind ; but the emancipation of the 
Protestants commenced early in the rero- 
▼olution; it had been followed up; and 
they enjoyed a degree of freedom they 
had never known before. Without im« 
puting blame to the sect, without deny- 
ing that they were a most enlightened 
people, he should contend, that haviuf 
acquired an eitent of power, and that 
from iiuonaparte, ther felt interested im 
the continuance of his power : th^r 
conduct showed that they felt this, and 
had led to a jealousy which was the cause 
of tlie present disturbances, if he were 
to believe the Hon. and Learned Gentle- 
man, and the various publications on tlie 
subject, he must imagine that the Catho- 
lies Jiad not sufiered or been provoked 
at all, and that this was a gratuitous per- 
secution of the Protestants. Indeed, tho 
Hon. and Learned Gentleman had touch- 
ed so slightly on the wrongs or (provo- 
cations of the other side, that though ke 
admitted a few individuals had been sa- 
crificed, yet it would appear from kis 
statement, that in general they had no 
cause for complaint. He (Lord C.) did 
not mean to give official inforaatioQ to 
the House, but he would read a passage 
from a letter which he believed to be 
written in a fair and impartial spirit. It 
contained the opinions of an individual 
whose sentiments he wished to receive, 
because he went out with a mind pure 
and unbiassed. Thn letter would bring 
one point on which the Hon. and Learned 
Gentleman had touched slightly— the 
provocations and wrongs of the CathoHcs 
- into open view. '^ Both parties are to 
a certain degree right;" that wat« Ait 
Protestants were mixed up with Booa- 
parte, and imputed to the Cathdics jea- 
lousy and political dislike; while the 
Catholics, who adhered to the Bourbess, 
were afraid of the designs of the Protee. 
taets. 

(To be conimued.) 
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TO THE 

People of the United States op 
America. 

LETTER XV. 

Riimgt in EngUmd.-^The Reverend Sir 
Bat^i victorv over the insurgentt ai 
£/^— TAe Edinburgh School Project. 
— The Highland Society end Gaelic 
Tongue.'^* Emigration to AmertcOy the 
grand reiouree. 



In Utter XI 11, dated 18th May, I 
gate you tome account of the risings of 
Uie people, ill several parts of England. 
So that, you see, the eflects of the war 
are cojfi^ home to us, at last ; but« 1 
imagine, that the acts which I have re. 
corded, in the Letter referred to, are but 
^fginningt. They are mere risings of 
distressed workiug p«opUi ; but, as coo- 
lemplated in connection with their catntesj 
*bey are of great importance as instances 
^ »erFc th4i wise politicmu as a guide, 
j^or this reason 1 shall record them in the 
^1y detail of them, which is handed out 
to the public by the noaos of the press. 

There are afloat all sorts of projecti. 
^^ Tjfthei haf e been slightly assaulted ; 
out, in so nonsensical a way, that the 
?*«auU is hardly worth notice. Indeed, 
It IS impossible to touch them directly, 
Without a total abandonment of all idea 
of supporting a dominant Church. Yet, 
'ndirectly, late acts of parliament bate 
•«t a precedent^ according tp which the 
^oole property of the Church may be 
^ f^ to the public use. These acts hare, 
^^ fact, taken away from the incumbents, 
^ possessors of livings, part of the pro- 
uce of them, and have made a dislribu* 
,?^.** <>f it amongst curates. Now, the 
■iviog of a parson, or vicar, is his/rwAoW 
hr V-* '* would be regarded as a total 
jreaking up of all property, if an act 
^^ere passed to compel me, for instance, 
!«.. J*!* * **««* portion of the reiit of roy 



'and to 



Bi/ liailiff) aod to compel ne to 



have a bailiir, and also to prertnt me 
from turning him off. Here, therefore, 
Is a distinction, and a very important dis* 
tinctlon too, establithtd by tar, between 
the ownership of Church pro^rty and 
that of lay property. Advowsom^ or the 
ownership of livings, and the right of fill- 
ing them up, are real properttf. They ara 
bought and sold openly and legally. The 
late Duke of Norfolk had a great many, 
and he bought them as he would hava 
bought any other estates in land. But, a 
precedent has now been settled, according 
to which livings are no longer to bt con- 
sidered as private property f but, as a 
species of property of which the parlia* 
ment, without any violation of right, can 
dispose of in any manner that it pleases. 
Nevertheless, there are so many of tho* 
livings, which are the property of those 
who fill the seats in parliament, and so 
large a part of the Clergy are oither the' 
relations or dependants of the same per* 
sons, that you need never expect to see 
any thing effectual done aboot tine Ty thes^ 
until the whole system draws towards a- 
state of great peril. 

By Mr. Cx^rwen, the same person who* 
has broached the Tythe project, another 
of much greater magnitude has been #e» 
riously brought forward. I mean a pro- 
ject to aboUsh pauperism ! I told yoo^ • 
in a Note to page 4%6 of this Volume^ 
that ^' this Mr. Curwen was a curious 
" sort of a moil." Pray look again at 
that note» and yon will be prepared for 
what I sb^U hereafter have to relate to- 
you as to this pauper-projeot. During 
the Debate for a Committee to sit upon' 
this latter project (which Committee ifl- 
actuallu sitting !)y it was asserted, and, - 
on all hands assented to, that, unless pau* 
perism could be checked^ this country must - 
sink; and, I have no scruple to assert, 
that pauperism will not be checked^ but, 
on (he contrary, will go on increasbig at 
a greater rate than ever, unless the taxes - 
be brought down from 70 to 40 millions 
a-year ; and, of course, unUss a greMi 
deduction be- ntmle from the dividends in- 
the funds. 

Z 
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Aye, here I am, their, brought back 
to the old point. At the end of ten 
year€^ daring which time I have been 
ealled bj all manner of file naine« for pro- 
posing a reduction of the dividends, I 
hafe, at last, heard it proposed in the 
Haute of Commons ! Not, indeed, by 
the Ministers, nor in a formal manner ; 
but, I have heard one member boldly de- 
clare this to be the onltf remedy for the 
distresses of the country. This subject is, 
however, too large to be entered upon, 
here ; and, thcrfefore, for the present, I 
will return to my promised detail of the 
risingSy which the distresses have pro- 
laced. You will see, that the risings have 
been in several counties; and you will 
partietilarly note the part, which has 
btott acted by the Yeomanry Cacalrj/y and 
by the celebrated " Reverend Sir Henry 
** Bute Dudley, Baronet,'* whom I did 
myself (he honour to introduce to you in 
so ceremonious a manner, in No. 3 of 
thit volume, relating to you the whole 
history of his public life, and a curious 
and iastriictifa history I am sure you will 
my it was. What do the Cossacks say to 
tkiafamoui Priest? 

ilfay «0.— ** The Sheriff of Suffolk, 
<^and Mr. Willet, the banker, of Bran- 
'' don, near Bury, arrived in town yes- 
** terday, at theSecretary of State's Office, 
*^ express, with an account of the alarm- 
^' ing state of the county, and to request 
'^ the assistance of GoTernment to restore 
^^ tranquillity. The public have been 
^^ for some time apprised of Tarious out- 
^' rages, committed in that county, in the 
^' breaking of threshing machines, and 
^^ the destruction of barns, corn.stacks, 
^^ &o. by ire^ suspected to be wilful and 
^^ malicious, the agents in which ai*e pre- 
^^ snmed to be agricultural labourers, dis-]. 
'^ contented because employment and ad. 
^^ vanca of wages did not immediately 
*^ follow the recent rise in the price of 
** corn. These outrages were, however, 
*^ only secret and isolated cases. It was 
<< not until the end of the week the dis- 
** content of the lower orders broke out 
^^ into open and general disturbance. 

^' A reduction in the price of bread and 
*' meat was the avowed objoct of the 
'* rioters. They had fixed a maximum 
^' for the price of both. They insisted 
** that the lowest price of wheat must bo 
"halfa-crown a bushel, and that of 
^* prime joints of beef fonr^enee per 



<^ Brandon, was a marked object of tbeir 
<« ill-will, in which Mr. Willct, the 
" banker, was, from the similarity of his 
" name, in danger of sharing. This cir- 
" cumstance, and a laudable anxiety to 
** preserTC the peace, inducted him to 
*' take an active part, and exert all his 
*' influence to preserre the public peace. 
^' On Friday he remonstrated with th«ni 
** on the dangerous consequences of their 
" proceedings, and promised thai their 
** demands should be complied with for m 
'^fortnight, which would afford time for 
^' the consideration of their griewmces, 
*' and of the means of redress. The mal- 
^' contents appeared satisfied with this as- 
** surance, gave Mr. Willet three cheers, 
*^ and parted, after expressing a wish to 
'< chair him, which he declined. The 
*< tranquillity thus restored was, however, 
** of short duration. 

" The disturbance broke out again on 
^* Saturday, with increased violence, and 
" the malcontents shewed themselves in 
*' considerable force. Their whole nnm- 
^^ber amounted to about 1500, divided 
" in several parties, marching in several 
^< directions, for the purpose of attacking 
" the houses of those persons who were 
^* obnoxious to them. At Brandon they 
*< deittroyed several houses, including Mr. 
" Willet's, the butcher ; that they com- 
" plctely levelled to the ground. Ano- 
'*ther party of them proceeded to the 
^' village of Halesworth, it is supposed, 
** for a like purpose ; and the Sheriff of 
'« Suffolk, and Mr. Willet, the banker, 
** saw on their way to London, about ten 
'^ o^clock on Saturday night, a fire near 
** Ely, which they apprehended was the 
'^ mischievous work of another party of 
" the rioters. They were armed with lonj 
" heavy sticks, the ends of which, to the 
^^ extent of several inches, were simdded 
^^ with short iron spikes^ sharp at the sides 
^^ and points. Their flag was inscribed, 
" * Bread or Blood!* and they threat- 
** ened to march io London. The Sheriff 
<< of Suffolk and Mr. Willet having laid 
" this representation before the Secretary* 
" of State, received from him a promise ef 
" every possible protection, and wirh fhf« 
'^ assuraoct they left town last night on 
** their return home. It appears, from the 
** following eytiact from a Norwich Paper j 
" that a simihir spirit has displayed itself 
^< In that City :— 
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" Late on Thiirstlaj evening a roiscbie- 
" f 0U8 and riotous disposition manifested 
" itself here amongst some of the lowest 
" clasi (chiefly youths), who, about nine 
^^ o'clock, assembled in the market-place, 
" aad first began to throw fire-balls about, 
'^ which seemed to have been prepared for 
**the purpose. They afterwards broke 
^^ the Hail windows^ and those of several 
*' respectable individuals, and then pro- 
'^ ceeded to the new mills, breaking all 
*' the ciry lamps in their way. The peo- 
"pie at the silk.manufactory being at 
" work, they attacked the windows ; and 
" en the lights being extinguished, some 
" of the more audacious broke into the 
'• new mills (the windows of which they 
" had first broken), and took thereout a 
" quantity of flour, some of which they 
"throw <nto the river, and some they 
" carried away in the sacks. On their 
" return from the mills they broke the 
*' lamps and windows of several Gentle- 
" men's houses in St. Andrew's, Bank- 
**^rBet, Tombland, Magdalcn-strcet, and 
*' other places, and proceeded to Dr. Al. 
'* derson's house, who on coming out to 
" remonstrate with them on their highly 
"improper conduct, zcas knocked dozen, 

" Jn consequence of these outrages the 
" Mayor and Magistrates immediatdy as- 
*' sembled at the Hall, where they con. 
" tinned until a late hour, and theconsta- 
'^bles and several respectable persons, 
"with stares and torches, proceeded to 
" the mills, but the mob had dispersed. 
" A picquet of the West Norjolk Militia 
" was sUtiooed before the Hall, and a 
'* party of the^r;^ Ropal Dragoons^ com- 
" Banded by Capt Phipps, and headed by 
"a Magistrate, went down to Trowse 
" Mills, where it had been reported a party 
" had proceeded, but that happily was 
" not the case ; they then returi^ed, and 
'Vlroled the streets till morning. 
I' Every precaution will be taken to pre- 
" ^nt a repetition of such violations of 

* the public peace. 

^^ " A public notice has just been issued 
* b/ the Magistrates, that on a repetition 
** of such tumults, the Riot Act will be 
immediately read, when all persons of- 
I' fending ^ ill be liable to the penalty of 
^' death. On any appearance of riot, the 

* respectable inhabitauts are required Im- 
- mediately to assemble at the Hall, in 
" the Market-place." 

May 23. — «< In constquenee of a cargo 



" of potatoes being about to be shipped 
^^ at the quay ofBidefordy a great number 
" of people collected, armed with bind- 
" geons and other weapons, to prevent 
^^ the exportation taking place. Thepo- 
^^ lice of the town apprehended three of 
** the ring. leaders, and confined them in 
*^ the tewn prison. Immediately on the 
'' event being known, an immense num. 
" ber of shipwrights and others beat off 
^' the police, broke doan the prison doors^ 
^* and released the prisoners. An express 
^^ was then sent off to the North Devon 
^' Yeonumrtfy who promptly assembled; 
'^ the mob was immediately dispersed. 
^^ The cavalry remained under arms, and 
^^ patroled the town during the night On 
" Saturday morning several of the rioters 
^^ were apprehended, and four of them 
" sent ofi'to Exeter, under an escort of the 
** North Devon Yeomanry Cavalrif, They 
" are now in the County prison. Ob in- 
" formation being given that a great nnm. 
" ber of disorderly people were collecting 
f^ at Appledorc and Clew-houses, the 
^' Cavalry proceeded to the latter, in or- 
^^ der io secure about 30 or 40, who were 
** arming themselves with various wea- 
^* pons. Immediately on the troops sp- 
*^ pearing, the ofienders went on board a 
^' ship, which was surrounded with the tide, 
^^ lowering down the boats, and went off 
** to the Braunton side of the water, and 
^^ made their escape. We are happy to 
" say no lives have been lofit. Too much 
^^ praise cannot be bestowed on the North - 
** DcTon Yeomanry, for their behaviour 
" in quelling the mob in its infancy. On 
^^ Saturday night every thing was per* 
" fectly tranquil. Soon after uhich 40 of 
" the EnniskiUen Dragoons arrived and 
'^ relieved the Yeomanry, who had been 
" on duty during two nights. 

^^ On Saturday night last some person 
'^ or persons opened a sliding casement, 
^^ and entered the workshop of JafiN 
'' Brxon (commonly called 'Serjeant Bbx« 
*^ on), framt work-knitter, in the Rushes- 
" street, Loughborough, and ftmashed to 
" pieces the internal part of what is called 
^^ a thirty plain gauge frame, the pn»perty 
** of Mr. Norton of that town, Trame- 
** smith There were in the stime shop at 
^^ the time, a frame belonging to Messrs. 
^^ I'agetaud Sons, and two I) l«»niiing to 
^^ Messrs. Middleton and Hall, but not 
<- the Ic^ast mischief was done to any 
** of them. Why this injury has been 
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done to Mr. Norton seems a little 
mysterious, for be had nothing at all t.o 
do with the manner in which the frame 
' was worked, as to the price, nature of 
' the work,&c. ; he was merely the owner 
^ of the frame, and is uithal a person of 
^ quiet and inotTensive habits. And on 
^ Monday last, the shop of Thomas Mar- 
^ riott, framework-knitter, of Thorpe- 

* acre, near Loughborough, was entered 
' in a similar manner, through the win- 
^ dow, and a thirty-two plain ^auge 
' frame, belonging to Mr. William \Vhito, 
^ of Loughborough, in agreiU degree de- 
^ molished (hid carried ojzaif. In this in- 
^ stance, as well as the former, there were 
' three other frames in the shop, one be- 
^ longing to Mr. Marriott, another to his 

* son.inolaw, and tiie third to Mr. Wal- 
^ LIS, but they escaped beiag injured.^ — 

* Nottingham Pafter,** 
May ^3. — -'* We ha?e great pleasure in 
communicating the termination of the 
disturbances at Brandon, in Suffolk. 
Tiie inhabitants on Monday guaranteed 
the pric^ qf Jiour at %s, €4. j}er ttone^ 
with an advance of aag€f to is. per 
head for a fortnight^ and unless the 
millers reducs their prices by that time, 
the officers of the parish will purchase 
their grain at the cheapest raie^ and 
furnish the poor with provisions at prime 

cost. The rioters were perfectly satis* 

>}</, and tranquillity was completely 

restored. 

ilffly f4«iuf S5, Downham, (Nmfolk.) 

^' On Monday last, a great number of 
*^ persons of the labouring class (owing 
^^ tp the late adfauce in corn and the 
" lowness of wages) assembled at the tIU 
^^ lage of Soutbrey, in Norfolk, and im- 
" mediately proceeded for Dotrnham, be- 
** tween which places (about seven miles 
<^ distance) they forced the labourers 
^^ from their houses and work to join 
*^ them, and every person they met was 
*^ compelled to return with them. When 
^^ arrivtd at the latter place, the number 
^' amonnted'to nearly 1500 ; they imme- 
*' diately commenced their scene of action 
^^ by entering the shops of the millers and 
*' bakers,* a»d taking away iour, bread, 
" &€• At Mr. W. Baldwin's mill, a 
*< great many sacks of wheat meal were 
^^ thrown into the yard and spoiled. 
** They ihen proceeded to the publicans, 
<< and demanded ale^ which was brought 
" in pails into the street ; the rioters 



'^ forced many of theinhahitants to drinl 
^^ with them. Xhey then went to the 
^^ Crown Inn, and drove the Magistrates 
^^ (who were holding their weekly sitting) 
^^ from the room into the street, aod.wha 
^^ with great difficulty succeeded in escap- 
^' log. A fterwards they proceeded to 
*' the butchers, whose shops I bey cleared ; 
^' during which time the tradesmen in 
^^ general were in a state of dreadful anz- 
^^ iety, eipecting the rioters trould make 
^^ an attack upon their premises ; bot 
'^ they were prevented by the appearance 
'* of the Upzcell troop of cavalry ^ when 
^^ the Magistrates, escorted by the troop, 
'^ read the Riot Act, and the greatest 
^^ possible confusion ensued. Several 
" Gentlemen narroxcly escaped mth Ufe^ 
'^ from brick-bats, stones, clubs, S^c. that 
'' now flew in every direction. With the 
^' aid of special constables, however, 10 
^^ men and four women were taken, and 
^^ put into confinament, and the rest gnu 
^^ dually dispersed. No lives were lost. 

^* Captain I^ee (who commanded the 
^^ troops) ordered the men to use the back 
'^ of their swords, thereby pretenting the 
^' carnage that roust have otherwise 
** ensued. 

" The following morning, Taesday, 
^' brought greater terror to the Inhabi- 
^* tants than the preceding day, as it was 
^^ generally reported that the rioters were 
'^ preparing to attack (he town with re- 
^^ doubled vigour ; the Magistrates direct* 
^' ed the inhabitants to arm tbemselres 
^^ with whatever could be procured, and 
^' in a short time the town wore a very 
^' formidable appearance : the inhabitants, 
^^ with the cavalry, then proceeded te 
'' meet the rioters, who armed themselves 
*^ with guns, pitchforks, clubs, and other 
^^ weapons, ready . for a general attadi, 
'^ jshen an agreement teas tnade by ike 
^ Gentlemen to allow them an advance of 
*^ wages, and to release those persans at* 
^^ ready taken, which induced them to 
^' return peaceably to their homes. 

^^ The greatest praise is due io eferj io- 
^< dividual of the troop for their exertions 
^^ in the above cause. 

'' Last night, alarming advice was re- 
^^ ceived at Lord Sldmouth's Office, of a 
^^ desperate insurrection having broken 
^' out in the Isle of Ely : that an immense 
^' body of armed Fen-men had attacked 
'* the house of the Rev. Mr. Vachel, 
<^a Magittrstej resident at Littl^^ort, 
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'^ which they destroyed, after despoil- 
^' ing it of its most TaJuable property 
^'having brutally turned Mrs. Vachel 
'^ and her daughters out of the house, to 
^^ seek an asyhim at twelve o'clock , on 
^* Wednesday night " 

^ The Cambridge Paper, received this 
" morning, says- ' We are concerned to 
^* state, that there was an alarming riot 
" at Ely yesterday, the particulars of 
*^ which had not reached eur Office when 
•* this Paper was put to Press.' " 

Ckelm^&rd, May 93. 
'^On Monday morning an express ar- 
" rircd here, from the War-Office, direct. 
" fng the march of the 4Tih regiment, 
^^ from the barracks of this town to Col- 
" Chester, for which place they proceeded 
^' the following morning. 

^'^On Tuesday la«;t two squadrons of 
" the First Dragoon Guards marched 
** into this town from Hounslow, on their 
*' route to Colchester. 

'^ An honest, industrious, poor man's 
*^ ho?el was set on fire on Friday night 
^^ last at Clare ; but by the prompt ex. 
<* ertious of the inhabitants, the villains 
** were disappointed iu their aim, and 
*' the fire got under without doing much 
" damage." 

^^ On the ^%d instant, James Mays^ the 
^* younger, of Stoke, near Clare, Suffolk, 
^' was brought before the Rev. B« B. Syer, 
'^ of Kctton, Suffolk, one of his Majesty's 
*^ Justices of the Peace, charged with hav* 
^' ing threatened to set fire to a barn be- 
^^ Ipoging to General Elwes, and having 
** given surety for the peace as the law 
^^ requires, was discharged. In coose- 
^' quence of the arreat of this offeader, 
<< some of the misguided populace assem* 
^^ bled, and proceeded to break up a 
*' thrashing machine in the neighbour- 
^^ hood, but the General having, with a 
" very laudable promptitude, procured 
*^ the attendance of some military force, 
*' at the very crisis of the riot, the ring* 
^' leaders "were committed for the trial and 
^^ )!unishmeat subsequent on such illegal 
^ proceedings. 

^^ On Sunday and Monday last, detach^ 
^^ menti of the Ut Royal Dragoons 
^ marched into Bury from Ipswich, part 
^ of whom will remain till further orders, 
^ and the others proceeded on tkeir route 
^^ to Brandon, where we understand some 
^^ fjmptomi of disorder bave mani£asted 



^' themselves, but the accounts given in 
" several papers are greatly exaggerated.'' 

3§ottand, 

'' At Rutherglen May Fair, on Friday, 
^^ there was some rioting, and fifteen 
^' young men from Gia»gow were appre- 
^^ heiided, thirteen of whom were, on the 
^^ following day, convicted, fined, and im- 
^^ prisoned till the fines were paid." 

Cambridge^ Maf f 4. 

^^ Great alarm has been excited here 
" by the appearance of numerous knots 
^' of strange coautrymen, coming in with 
" large sticks, for two or three days past. 
" Our Mayor, Colonel Mortlock, appre- 
'*• hensive that this might have been pre- 
^^ paratory to an iu tended entry of the Fen 
^^ rioters, convened the Magistracy in the 
^^ Town Hall this afternoou, who swore 
^^ in three hundred of the principal in- 
^' habitants as special constables. The 
" Fice Chancellor, and Heads ofOoi^sesj 
^' also assembled, and resolved to put arms 
^' into the hands of the Students of their 
" respective Colleges, if found necessary." 
*^ Sunday, Eleven 6*Clock, a. m. — Our 
^' alarm has considerably subsided, from 
" intelligence just brought in from Ely, 
^^ sutiog, that the main body of the In- 
^' surgeots were attacked on Friday morn- 
^^ iug (after tbe Riot Act had been read 
'^ without effect) and completely routed. 
'' Sir Henry B. Dudley and the Rev. II. 
^^ Law, two Magistrates ef the Island, 
^^ arriving with Captain IVorthamU troop 
^^ ol yeomanry early on Friday morniug, 
^^ and learaiof that the rioters had deter- 
^^ mined to set fire to Littleport that 
'^ night, and the town of Ely on the night 
^^ following, called out the ssuill detach- 
'' ment of the 1st Dragoons, consisting of 
^^ eighteen men, commanded by Captain 
^^ Methuen, and sending twenty-four of 
^^ the disbanded Militia, who were armed 
'^ from the country depot by Lieut. 
^' Woolert, pushed on to Littleport, 
^^ where, taking the Insurgents by sur- 
^^ prise, their defeat was sp^y and com- 
^^ plete. The savage rioters soon began 
'^ to fire iq}on the Magistrates and the 
^^ troops, from barricaded houses near the 
^^ river, when the latter were ordered to 
^^fire into them. The conflict, though 
^' short, was ehmp. The Insurgents soon 
^' began to fly irom every part of the 
'' town over the Fens, and "W^we pursued 
^^ in every direction: only two of the 
^^ rioters w€rc kUled (one of them a chief) 
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'* and a Jtw wounded — 104 were taken 
^' prisoners^ and more are hourly bring- 
'' ing in ; fortunately the soluiery had 
** only two or three slightly wounded. 
"The inhabitants of the county now 
*' began to stir in their own defence^ and 
*' accompanied parties of the military /o 
^^ scour the district j and in consequence 
" great quantities of wild fowl swifels, 
'^ and other g^ns pikes, &c. have been 
^' brought in. The Magistrates speak in 
^' high commeBdatioo of the steady cMi* 
^^ duct of the three officers a'nd soldiery 
** on this serTice. Mqjor General Sir 
^^ John Bjfng^ iT. 6'. 0. appointed to the 
" command of this disturbed couniy^ 
"arrived a. few hours after the affair: 
" and a reinforcement, consisting of three 
^^ troops of the \st Royal Dragoons^ 
^' three companies of the 60M regiment^ 
" and tvDO pieces of ^ing artillery^ were 
^^ hourly expected at Ely, by forced 
'^ marches* 

^^ A considerable inclination to riot has 
<^ manifested itself for several days at 
^' Ramsey in Huntingdonshire^ and bad 
^' increas^^d so much on Tuesday last, that 
'^ it was judged prudent to call out the 
*' Huntingdon volunteer cavalry^ who 
*' proceeded to Warboys immediately : 
" but as their assistance did not appear 
^' absolutely necessary, they were desired 
*^ to return to Huntingdon, where they 
^^ remained under arms during the whole 
" of Tuesday night, and tranquillity 
^' halving been rentored at Ramsey, the 
^' corps were dismissed on Wednesday 
*' evening.'* 

" Extract of a letter from Freshing- 
^'Jjcld^ Essex, May24:—" That spirit of 
^^ insurrection which has broke out in 
^^ SujQTolk, has appeared in our parish. I 
" haye just returned from the place where 
" the rioters ha^e assembled to the 
^^ amount of 200, armed with implements 
^^ of agriculture as their weapons. Last 
*^ night they destroyed Mr. John Smith's 
<^ threshing machine; this morning they 
/^Tisited Mr. Robert Smith's farm, at 
" By ton hall, and destroyed a plough on 
" a new construction. that did not please 
^^ them. They then came to Bardfield, 
" to destroy Mr. Messent's machine, 
^^ and were coming here to do the same ; 
" but the people oif Bardfield sitfronnded 
" the barn, and prevented their attacking 
" it, while many of us twed to persuade 
^^ them f p, go home agaio ; aod I am 



" happy to say they have dispersed for the 
" pr««eot ; kiit we dread the - night, lest 
" they shoald proceed to fwrther mis- 
" chief." 

" Acconots iveehred ott Saturday from 
" Manchester^ state that #0fMe thousands 
" of the lower orders of the people were 
" assembHng about twenty miles distant 
" from Manchester. - The intelHgence was 
" received in that town by express, from 
" a Magistrate residing in the Ttcinity of 
" the tumnUuoits assemblage. Adrices of 
'^ these sew motements were immediately 
" forwarded to Goremment. Saturday 
" a considerable t>ody of cavalry^ with 
" severa^piecesofartiUery^^9A9lt6ii^T^%l^\i 
"Tottenham, on tbeiV way to assist in 
" quelling the disturbances.*^ 

Elg^ Wsdnadtnf Stondng. 

" SeTeral of the riotous prisoners who 
" had fled, have been brought in in the 
" course of the last two days ; three or 
*' four of them are delegates who had 
" been active to raise the different parts 
" of the Island, to join the Littleport 
"i>ody. Lord Francis Osborne, who 
'* has acted as Vice IJeuteuant for Cam- 
" brid^eshire, in the absence of the Earl 
" of Ha rdwicke, joined the bench of Ma* 
" gist rate, yesterday. The examinations 
^' are continuing. The following persons 
" have been fully committed, as numbers 
" of others will be, to be tried btfbre a 
" Special Commission^ expected soon to 
" issue. Tiz.-*-John Dennis, Thomas Stnift, 

" Joseph alrm Little Easy, Jcs- 

"sop, Cheville, Robert Crab, 

" Jeffierson, Robert Salmon, W. Bennis, 
"jun. James Gambell, Richard Rutter, 
^' &c. &c. Seventy more persons^ remain 
" in custody^ charged with capital offences, 
" and about W have been liberated on 
" their recognisance, who appeared to 
" have been pressed into this desperate 
" service. The Ma^sfrates, finding thaf 
*' they could now dispense with further 
" military assistance, directed that the 1*/ 
" Regiment of Dragoon Guards, under 
" Col. Acam, should fall back to Cam- 
*^ bridge, and that the Artillery should 
" proceed to Newmarket. The long swi- 
" vel pieces, wild fowl yym%, am) other 
" arms, about 60 in number, which the 
" rioters used, are n^w placing on the 
" wall of the Military Depot. The de- 
" tachment of the Royal Dragoons, and 
" the Staff party of the-MMitia, have ju»t 
" been drawr np, aiid addressed b^ Sir 
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^' Ilenr^ Bate Dudley wko iDformed 
^^ them that he Iwd great ntisfaction 
*^ in being enabled to eonvcj to them the 
^^ approbation of the Cownaailer in Chief 
^^ of the temperate an ezemplaiy conduct 
*^ which they laaotfeated at Litileport, 
^^ on Friday last, in aid of the Civil Au- 
'^ thorities of the country, lor the protec- 
^^ tion of the lives and properties of his 
" Majesty's subjects." 

^^ May 26. CDtirAswiJ.^-Serious dtsfur- 
*^ bances had broken -omt amongst the 
*^ pitmen and other workmen connected 
^^ with the coUeries upon the Wear. Se- 
^^ veral hondreds of them went off work, 
'^ npon the ostensible ground of their 
^^ present wages being inadequate to their 
^^ support, while the price of bread corn 
^^ continues so rery much higher than it 
^^ has been. Bnt through the prompt and 
^^ vigorous eiertions* of the Magistrates, 
^^ aided by two iroopi of analry from 
^^ Ngwcastlcj they have been induced to 
^^ return to their work. Eight of the 
^^ ringleaders were taken into custody 
^^ on Saturday, and committed to Durham 
*^ goal* No disposition of joining them 
*^ was at any time evinced by. the pitmen 
" upon the Tyne* 

^ The report which prevailed, of a riot 
^^ having taken place at Wisbech Markeiy 
'^ on Saturday last, is uafonaded. Some 
'^ apprehensions of duturbaoces were en- 
^^ tertained ; but, by the prudent precan- 
*^ tions of the Magistrates, who appointe<] 
^* a considerable number of special coosta- 
*' bles, and called in the aid of some neigh- 
*^ bouring volunteer yeomanry cavalry, 
'* the peace of the town was preserved." 

Thus have I given you a specimen of 
"^bat is going on iq England^ as T, some 
time back, gave you a specimen of what 
wu going on in Ireland. Happy America ! 
Happy country, where misery colleols no 
Btobs ! Happy Republicans, who stand in 
no need of Yeomanry Cavalry, Dragoon 
Cuards, or Parson Bates, to keep yon in 
order I Happy people, tho' your Govern- 
ment did arise out of a ^^ successful Demo* 
eratic Rebellion," as our vile prints called 
*>V when they expected to see you reduced 
to our state. 

You cannot have failed to resiai^> that, 
^pon all occasions^ iroope of some sort or 
<^ther were the sole reliance. The Sheriff 
<^f Suffolk, instead of c^Uing forth the 
l^wer of the county, of which he is the 
«ief peace officer, and where a// are bound 



to obey him in order to preserve the peace : 
instead of using his own great and com* 
plete authority, flees out of the county, 
and tells his tale to the Secretary of State ! 
From Devonshire to Scotland, you see, 
that discontents prevail, and that risings 
haYe taken place, and, every where you 
see troops coiled out. It is not a Hltle en- 
rious, too, to perceive, that the most active 
of the Magistrates are Parsons^ with the 
Rev, Sir llenrif Bate Dudley, Baronet, 
at their head. Certainly a very worthy 
head. A more fit head could not have 
been chosen. I expect to see him Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury yet ; or, at least, I 
should expect it, if the Right Reverend 
personage, who so worthily fills that Chair, 
were not much younger than the Revd. 
Sir Bate. 

The truth is ♦♦*♦♦*♦♦♦** 
• ♦ 

In the meanwhile, howerer, it becomes 
you to bid your Cossacks to look well o^ 
t^httt is going on here. It becomes you to 
ask them whether they would wish to see 
their country in the same state ; and to 
ask them^ whether they think, that their 
processions and thanksgivings were not ra- 
ther premature. It is now, too, that this 
partizana of enormous public Debts ought 
to be questioned as to the wisdom of imi- 
tating our example in this respect. We now 
see and feel the consequences of the war 
and its debt. The Special Commission 
in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk will soon 
exhibit some of these consequcuces in a 
striking point of view. 

The fact is singular enough, that, at one 
and the same time, the House of Bourbon 
and the House of Brunswick are issuing 
Proclamations for the suppression of dis- 
turbances* The immediate causes of those 
distorbances are different in the two 
countries ; bnt the primary cause is the 
same. The tear ; the war, which placed 
the Bourbons again on the throne of 
France. This is the cause of the insur*> 
rections in France, and of the risings in- 
England, which latter are^ by our news* 
papers, called insurrections too. The war 
has pot down liberty on the Continent ; 
it has prevented Reform in England ; buty 
it has created a mniion and a half of pan* 
pers in England, and it has* thrown pr-o-^ 
party into such confusion and caused such 
general distress and suffering, that the 
system is, by its own measures, shaken to 
the very foundation. There are as maqy 
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trojects and opiBions, as to what ought to 
e done, as th«re are leares upon a foil 
growD birch tree ; the optoions as to -what 
wiU lake place, are also Farioas ; but, all 
men of all parties, be their wishes what 
they may, agree, that a great change of 
iome sort mast soon arrire. So far from 
hating prodoced lasting tranqnillity, the 
war has pat tranquillity wholly oat of the 
qvestton as far as this country is concern- 
ed* It is impossible to collect the means 
of pa^g the interest of the cost of the 
war and of keeping up a force such as we 
are told the state of the country requires, 
without producing general misery. This 
misery necessarily produces Fiolences; 
and thus as the war, which was, by its 
Bficcess, to give us uninterrupted tranquil- 
lity, ghen us lasting disorder. 

Some weeks back, 1 obsenred, that it 
was impossible for things long to go on 
quietly as they were then going on. I 
said, thiCt milUoBS of people could not 
starfe ; that it was impossible for things to 

§0 on tiU the highways were strewed with 
ead bodies; that all the people could not 
become paupers ; that things must change 
as necessarily as putrid matter returns again 
to animation. It {qppears, that, In many 
places, the farmers, tradesmen, and others, 
hate assuaged the multitude by agreeing 
to raise the wages of labour. In some 
places a sort of suspension of hostilities has 
been thus effected. But, at Ely (a place 
which I and my family shall always remem- 
ber I) the f gbt seems to hare been quite 
a regular thing. The ^^ conflict was $harp^\' 
the enemy fired at the Magistrates and 
Troops, the latter returned the fire ; the 
insurgents soon began to fly in erery di- 
rection, with loss in killed^ wounded^ and 
prisoners^ the latter a hundred and four 
in number, with more ^^ hourly bringing 
in /' while, on the side of the Magis- 
trates, the loss was only two or three 
slightly wounded. Forties of Troops 
lyere, when last heard of, ^^ scouring the 
district," and had ^< brought in " great 
quantities of wild-fowl, swIfcIs, guns, 
pikes, &c. and more troops and ^^ two pie- 
ces oi flying artillery ^^ were hastening to 
the scenes of action. After the battle, 
the Revd. Sir Bate, we are told, thanked 
the Troops, in the name of the Commander 
in Chief! Why, this is really an atchiepe^ 
ment, .The victory of Sir Bate seems to 
have been nearly as wonderful as that of 
your bniFe and enlightened General Jack* I 



son OFer our Generals Packenham and 
Gibbs, at New Orleans. The en^my at 
Ely fled to the FeOs ; in your case, he 
fled to the sea. A monument has been 
voted to lecord the fttme of Goneral Pac« 
kenhara. And, surely Sir Bate wtU have 
some mark of hoaour conferred on him. 

It may be proper to eiUt the offendtng 
persons ^ inmrgeMs^ saoages, tfillaBUf 
monstersy SrcJ'* a^ the Courier news»paper 
does. But, then, there are great numbers 
of Englishmen, who are insurgents, sara- 
ges, villains aiid moMftersb There is no 
getting out of thi^ dilemww. The fact is, 
they are people In want. They are ^eo« 
pie who have nothing to lose, except their 
lives « and of these they think little, see- 
ing that they huFO so little enjoyment of 
them. Naturally they are no more saFm- 
ges, Fillains and monsters than your coun- 
try people and other workCng people are. 
There are noFor any mobs abiiiht prices in 
in your country. Tlie market people are 
nerer attacked there. A woman, a girl, a 
boy, or any weak old man, sets off in the 
erening, and traFOls all n^ght^ with a cart 
or on horse back, with meat, butter, eggs, 
&c. from all parts of the country, to arriFe 
at Philadelphia nmrket at break of day* 
Thousands of persons do this in the course 
of every year ; and I neFer heard of any 
one being robbed on the way. Now, I 
will Fenture to say, that if a woman, so 
laden, was to attempt in like manner, to 
traFel to any town in England, during the 
night, she would nerer arrire safe at die 
end of thirty miles ; and, that, if she had 
as many Ufcs as a oat, she would lose them 
before she would, by night (and ber route 
being prOFiously well known) carry her 
money home. 

Am I to allow, think you, that it is in 
the nature of Englishmen to rob and mur- 
der ? If I were base, or foolish, enough 
to commie this act of injustice, I sh^nnd 
be confuted In a minute by any one who 
chose to remind me, that your country was 
chiefly settled by Englishmen; that, as 
your names prore, the far greater part of 
you are of English descent ; and that ho 
Fery trifling part of your people were ac- 
tualiy borne in En^hind. What, then, 
can be the cause of a difference so dis- 
graceful to us ? I am sure, that none of 
our Priests, regukr or irr^nlar, ftUI al- 
low, that you hare better religion than we 
haFe. Indeed you cannot, seeing that we 
haFe religion of ali the softs that cFer 
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were heard of in the world. The caase 
musty therefore, be the difference in the 
government ; and, I defy anj Cossack, 
though he shoald haTe sworn to do all in 
his power to eiterminate freedom, to show 
that the difference la this part of the cha« 
racter of the two nations is to be ascribed 
to any other cause. 

To plunder a market eai't would, in 
America, hardly pay. It would hardly 
yield enough to compensate the robber for 
his loss of //me,lea?Ing the risk of punish- 
ment wholly out of die question. Besides, 
what is he to do with the plunder I He 
cannot eat it while it is wholesome, and he 
has already plenty of food in his house. 
It Is wani ; M is sheer hunger ; this is 
what filU a country with robbers, and also 
with murderers, teeing that murder is fre- 
<iuently necessary to the perfecting of rob- 
bery. When presdng want has led the 
way, then, indeed, the robber proceeds to 
the gratification of imaginary wants. When 
once hanger has given him an introduc- 
tloi, his mind becomes familiar with crimes. 

Whatever, tiierefore, has a tendency to 
create want in a great part of a people 
must hare a tendency to create crimes, 
especially those of robbery and murder. 
The present riots hare clearly arisen out 
of want; out of the want of food, which 
will make eiren dumb animals break down, 
or leap oTer, fences. Give us food I is 
the cry. *^ Bread or Blood** was, it 
seems, the Motto on the flags in Sufi'olk ; 
and, if Messrs. Brougham, Macintosh, 
and Horner and their ^^ School Com- 
"mittee** were to call all their brethren 
of the Edinburgh Bar to their assistance, 
they would not, I beliere, be able to 
compose a phrase so completely to the 
PJirpose. It is not " Books or Blood." 
Here is no out-cry for books. 'Tis food 
ibey want ; and I know from my. own 
ebservatioB, and have a hundred times 
>^ted the fact, that, eren before this 
terrible distress came upon us, the la- 
bouring people had not ha{f a sufficiency 
of food. 

T)^, it Is so ; why the poor creatures 
ttps suffer, I have, many times OTer^ fully 
explained; and, judge you, then, what 
*®ase there is in supposing, that the evils 
of the country, that the weight of the 
po6r-rates, and the thieTishness of the 
poor, are to be removed by teaching the 
poor children to wrUe and read I It 
^ould be, to th^ fall, as reasonable to ex- 



pect, that the miseries and cries, now pre- 
?alent, would be removed by that other 
fktnous Edinburgh scheme of making a to- 
tal revolution in our zceighis and measures. 
I wish these Northern Gentlemen, instead 
of spending their time in contrivances for 
enlightening the English, would apply a 
little of it in endeavouring to prevail upon 
their own country to pay sofuething like 
its share of the taxes. I wish they would 
so manage things, that, before they come 
to teach us '^industrious habits^'** their 
own country should cease to burdca us 
with the expence of making Its highways 
and canals. Before they come to teach 
the English <^ steady habits,* I wish they 
would teach their own country to pay its 
own Sheriffs ofcowUies, as we pay ours 
(or, rather ours want no pay^) and 
not throw the burden upon us laxy peom 
pie. To hold up Scotland as an object of 
our imitation is to be impudent to a de« 
grce worthy of blows. What instances of 
liberality have ever been seen there? 
Look at the tax book and the office an4 
pension list ; and you will soon see, that 
Scotland devours in places und pensions ^ 
including offices, more than she pays in 
taxes. Only think of the iropudenee of 
affecting to conshier us as in need of the 
example of Scotch industry and sobriety^ 
while they actually come to us to build 
their bridges, and to make their roads and 
canals! And for what ! What is the pre- 
tence ? Why, in order to give employment 
to the Scotch poor to prevent them from 
emigrating to America! What an injus- 
tice is this to England ! What a folly, to 
be sure, altogether ; but, above all, what 
impudence it is in these Edinburgh em- 
pirics to affect to regard the English as a 
people behind them in sclenee and morals ! 
Nevertheless these forward pretenders, 
who thrust their noses every where, do get 
on with their projects, in general, far 
enough, at least, to fill their own pockets 
pretty well. A state of things is come 
now, however. In which their impudence 
will avail them little. They may work, 
on with their School-Project ; but, unless 
they can keep up the amount of the tasies 
their school-project will be of no more 
use than the barbarous kelts of their coun- 
trymen were at the Battle of Alexandria^ 
where they pretended to take, and claim- 
ed the honour of taking, a standard^ whick 
was tifieTWSLTds proved to have been taken 
by a Frenchman^ ia our senrice 
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Toa, in America, will say, ^^ what is 
^^ all this to us.'* It is a good deal to yon, 
if you wish to be informed truly as to 
what is going on here. Have you any 
cooceptioo of any foolery, any impu- 
dence (for 1 do not know which to call 
it) equal to that of a Society, formed in. 
London, the avowed object of which is to 
preserve the Gaelic Language and the 
manners of the Highlanders? They have 
chosen the Prince Regent one of their 
members, and hare actually addressed 
him In person, in thai barbarous dialed ! 
God preserve us ! I hope they are not 
f oing to compel os all to talk the Scottish 
tongue and to wear kelts ! The Prince is 
to be their President ; and, thus, he is to 
become thi* patron of Schools wherein to 
teach the Gaelic Tongue^ or, rather brojf' 
ing. Who, but such people as these, 
would have thought of teaching that, 
which all men of sense are glad to see 
tteaily out of use? What would yon 
think of a project for teaching the Eng- 
lish the othography of Chaucer, or the 
brogue of Lancashire ? 

The truth appears to be, that there is a 
desire to pretent the old Clanship and 
feudal slavery from being worn away. 
It is pretended, that the Highlands pro- 
duce ^^ a warlike race, useful to the na- 
tion." But, it is a notion contradicted 
by experience as well as by reason, that 
men iu savage life make the best soldiers. 
Savages may suit the purposes of a govern- 
ment, whose mode of warfare is savage ; 
but, the lazy, filthy savage is far from 
being so good a soldier as the man, who 
has been reared up in civilized society. 

But, «»♦♦••»♦♦•♦♦•♦ 
And, you may be assured, that this is the 
real cause, why this Highland trick is 
played off. 

It is curious to observe the ferment, in 
which the world is. Alexander is pro- 
claiming at Petersburg in support of the 
Christian Religion; just as if that were 
not safe* Our Regent is proclaiming 
about the risings in England. In France 
Louis is proclaiming against plots and 
conspiracies. They have begun again to 
murder the Protestarits in the South of 
France, just at the time that Alexander is 
proclaiming. In Barbadoes the Negroes 
are burning plantations. At Honiton in 
Devonshire, the people have just begun 
to bom bakers* shops, as the news-papers 
of yesterday tcU me. Ireland is in a state, j 



for the greater part, of permanent proda* 
motion. And, 300 Swiss and 400 Wur- 
tembergers are at Amsterdam, ready to 
set sail for the United States of America, 
notwithstanding Parson Bates*s ji«ws«pa- 
per, some tune ago, expressed its sweet 
satisfaction^ that our war against the 
United States had cost them 14 millions ! 
This is the end of all their measures. 
They may do what they please, or what 
they can. America is open at last, unless 
she can be cqjoled (for she is not to be 
forced) into a state of slavery, the cause of 
freedom must yet triumph. Seven hun-^ 
dred people^ who wish to afoid the 
oppressions of Europe, all ready to em- 
bark at once ! Only let the thing go on 
thus for a few years, and despotism will 
easily be set at defiance. 

There are several correspondents, open 
the subject of emigration^ who shaU re- 
ceive an answer in my next Number. 

Wm. Cobbstt. 



Protestants im the Socttu of France. 

(Lwrd CtutUre9gh*s Spftchc9ntiniu4/romp. 704) 

The Protestants had risen to power 
since the revolution, and had secured 
to themselves the majority of public 
offices. (A laugh). This power they 
enjoyed under Bonaparte, while the re- 
turn of the Bourbons gave the Catholics 
hopes of supplanting them, which from 
their numbers, loyalty, and patriotism, 
they considered themselves justly entitled 
to do. The Noble Lord then proceeded 
to read many more passages, among 
which the most striking were, ^^that pre- 
viously to the return of Bonaparte several 
songs had been sung, insulting to the 
feelings of the Protestants, and exciting 
rancour and animosity. The Duke of 
Angouleme, who was then in the country, 
haUened to meet Bonaparte at Lyons, bat 
he was stopped by the treachery of Ge- 
neral Mallet; his followers then dispersed, 
and fell victims ta the fury of the Proles- 
tants or the adherents of Bonaparte." 
(Mark the synonyme, said Sir Samuel 
Romlily, the Protestants, or the adherents 
of Bonaoarte,) *< During the four follow, 
ing months the Protestants committed great 
excesses on the royalists ; at this period 
commenced the re-action, and the ex- 
cesses were retaliated after the news of 
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the baftle of Waterloo: the dishirbancca 
at Niiroes were carried to a perilous ex- 
teot, but thosawho committed them were 
of the lowest class of Catholics; the 
richer Protestants suffered iti their pro- 
perly and housts. However, the crimes 
were greatly ejcaggerated, and many 
accounts in the English newspapers were 
entirely forged. The number of lives lost 
in the d( partment were under J, 000, and 
at Nismes under 200. The House must 
see that the King had no authority, no 
army, here. There were details in the 
management 6f government, of which no 
man sitting here tranquilly in parliament 
could form a judgment. "A consider, 
able number of houses was plundered and 
burnt; and though there was title doubt 
that enc<Hiragement waa given to these 
crimes, yet many of the magistrates were 
disposed to resist:, but they were pro. 
Tided with no military force. Matters 
stood thus, when on the arrival of Prince 
Stahremberg in August, measures were 
taken, by which a general distrust was 
excited among the Protestants; they 
were 120,000 in number, and It was In 
Tain to expect tranquillity at once. The 
officer best qualified io restore peace was 
General Lagarde." This did not argue 
lllibera 11 ty in the government to choose a 
Protestant for the command of the pro- 
Tince, and, therefore it did look a little 
as if the Hon and Learned Gentleman 
was aecking for a case, when he at- 
tributid to a general want of toleration 
measures taken for one troubled district. 
"General Lagarde's assassination was con- 
sidered a public calamity; the Protestants 
had lo«t a friend who alone could give a 
free opinion to the Duke of Angouleme. 
'i*h€ neighbouring departments, and the 
Protestants in them, with the exception 
of Cevennes, were in a state of tranquil- 
lity ; and, after every inquiry, it appear- 
ed thjt the disturbances at Ni«»mes were a 
local and partial feud." This then was 
the error of the societies in this country ; 
they took the matter up as a general 
disturbance, and sent out their papers to 
places in perfect tranquillity ; they fur- 
ther sent a respectable clergyman to the 
disturbed district, he published a pamph- 
let, which the Hon. and Learned Gen- 
tleman repeated, and this was the way in 
which it was attempted to harrow up the 
feelings of the House. " In the neigh- 
bouring districts there was no distur. 



bance; in Montpelier there was no in. 
terruption of the communication between 
the two persuasions ; intermarriages 
were celebrated between them, and tbo 
Protestant public functionaries continued 
in office. In Lyons there Was no inter- 
ruption of peace, and there was one 
minister of the reformed church so &d» 
mired that many Catholics attended to 
hear him.*' Did this savour of general 
intolerance, or did it warrant the inter- 
ference of the city of London ? ^^ It 
could not be wondered at, that in the 
department of the Gard the Ring should 
not choose to place authority In those 
hands which had so lately been raised 
against him. There was not a coukI- 
eotious Protestant who expected more 
liberality than had been exercised towards 
them : his Majesty was surely justifiable 
in refusing to place power in the hands of 
the Protestants at the present crisis^ but it 
would be proper for him to adopt mild 
and conciliatory measures." If this was 
the case, our interference was more like- 
ly to produce evil than good. *'The 
disturbances were quite local, and had 
been greatly exaggerated." The Learned 
Gentleman would not recommend pro- 
secuting on« side, without also attacking 
the other [Loud cries from the opposi- 
tion ;] he had admitted that no outrages 
had occurred since December, and he now 
wished io revive the disputes; but by- 
making ourselves a party we should only 
increase the evil. " There was no hope 
of tranquillity without a change of minis- 
try." But with this parliament could not 
interfere. *< A late communication from 
Nismes complained of severity towards 
the Protestants, and assigned as a reason 
the letter received from the Protestant So. 
ciety in London." [Hear, hear, hear.] 
'* They caused a strong feeling of dissatis- 
facton and uneasiness among the Protes- 
tants* themselves." It was impossible that 
foreign interference could produce any ef- 
fect but the contrary of what was wished ; 
the present had been productive of injury 
by exciting false hopes on the one side, 
and jealousy on the other ; and the best 
informed Protestants, though they res- 
pected the motive, dreaded the conse- 
quences of such interference. The house 
would see that there was no ground to 
charge the French with systematic perse- 
cution and intolerance; that the distur- 
bances were completely local, and the 
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departmeDtfl on the verj borders of it 
were tranquil and unaffected: he had 
reason to hope, therefore, (hat this serious 
mischief would soon find an end. He did 
not deny that the mischief was serious, but 
it was not by blowing a trumpet, and tel- 
ting a tale, to make people believe that 
we were returned to the bigotry of the 9th 
century — it was not by highly colour- 
ing the fiolonces of one party that wc 
coald put an end to these religious strug- 
gles. It was on these grounds — on a 
persuasion that the French gofcmment 
had but one feeling and one interest (for 
who would be benefitted, or what rational 
object could be gained, by fomenting these 
disturbances?) — that he thought any pro- 
posal impolitic which would lead parlia. 
ment to interfere, on the notion that we 
stood in a relation with respect to France 
which justifod our demanding some con. 
cessions. He denied that we stood in any 
such rdatton ; we were obliged to keep 
a military force there, bccaase we were 
persuaded that the government of Louis 
XVilL was the most likely to ensure 
peace. We were pledged to support 
him against any revolutionary spirit that 
remained, but we had not given a pledge 
that we should interfere or administer 
the internal jurisprudence of France— we 
were the protectors of our own rights, not 
of the government of France. He hoped, 
and was indeed satisfied that the Honour- 
able Gentleman could have no design to 
cast obloquy on the members of that go- 
vernment ; but he knew that there were 
others who promoted such designs : there 
were spirits abroad who were anxious to 
overturn the power of Louis XVII I. and 
the peace which had placed their prospects 
at an immediate distance. He warned the 
.country against the proposals that had 
been made : there was no prospect of htip- 
piness bat in peace, and no peace but in 
the present government of France. He 
acquitted the Hon. and Learned Gentle- 
nan of any bad intentions, but his speech 
would certainly be attended with bad con- 
sequences, containing, as it did, such ex- 
aggerated statements, dressed np with all 
the eloquence of which the subject was 
eapable. His Lordship would not give 
his consent to a motion so injurious. 
[Hear, hear.] 

Mr. Brougham complained that the 
tone and manner of the Noble Lord were 
not at all justified by any thing that had 



fallen from his Hon. and Learned Friend 
(Sir S. Romilly). He begged leave to put 
in a distinct disclaimer to tlie objects and 
principles imputed >y the Noble L&rd— 
first, as to the hostility of the supporters 
of the motion to the family of Bourbon; 
next, as to their wish to disturb the peace 
of Kurope by destroying he tranquillity 
of France ; and thirdly, as to their inten- 
tion of enforcing a direct and offensive 
iiiterfertnce with the internal regulations 
of the French government — an inter- 
ference alien to the plainest principles of 
policy, and upon a subject that could 
be touched only with a most cautious and 
delicate hand. For the information of 
the Noble Lord, who appeared to be 
most singUjlarly ignorant upon this sub- 
ject, he begged to state, that it was 
possible to moot a question of this kind, 
to ask for accounts of the state of our 
persecuted Protestant brethren, and what 
steps had been taken for their relief and 
protection, without danger of exposing 
the Country to the calamity of a new 
war. (The whole scope of the proposition 
was to obtain information, that, if deemed 
necessary By parliament, steps might be 
taken ; and although the Noble^ Lord 
might refuse his assent, a very irapor. 
tant object had been accomplished, for 
in the course of his speech the Noble 
Lord had given most ample and valuable 
information, which more than confirmed 
the statement made of the horrible atro- 
cities of which the deluded Catholics had 
been guilty in the department of La Gard. 
While the Noble Lord, with Huch exulta- 
tion among his friends, was reading the 
statement, which he had produced to the 
House, every man, not blinded by admira* 
tion of the stupendous abilities of his Lord- 
ship, must have seen that it completely 
proved the case in favour of the motion r 
the Noble Lord was partially aware of the 
fact, and had interlarded his document 
with such observations as he thought cal- 
culated to remove the unfavourable im- 
pression. So far from showing that the 
assertions of the honourable mover had 
been exaggerated, it proved directly the 
contrary. The House had heard widi as- 
tonishment, that no less than 1,000 mur- 
ders had bcHcn committed, — a number far 
exceeding the calculation of other men. 
The Noble Lord had next endeavoured 
to alarm the House by referring to a 
period not long past^ when religious con- 
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troTersf had produced unhappy conse* 
queoces in the coanty of Armagh ; bat 
did he mean to say, that eTen during the 
rebellion of )70S and 1 TIN) the ontrages 
had equalled those of La Gard ^ (Lord 
Castlcreagh said across the table that he 
did not refer to the date mentioned.) If 
the Noble Lord did not allude to the re- 
hellion, his argument was the weaker; 
for if not daring the period of rebellion, 
where could be found any thing like a 
parallel to the horrors of La Gard. 
Within the apace of three months a thou- 
sand murders had been committed r 
where could similar atrocities be found in 
the history almost of any country ? What 
had fallen from the Noble Lord regarding 
the ten thousand men who had oppressed 
a part of France by their adherence to 
Bonaparte did not at all apply, because 
at that period hostilities had not ceased. 
The motion did not require that this coun- 
try should draw the sword in far our of 
the Protestants : other means of redress 
were in our hands which might be used 
without any breach of amity. It was the 
doty of England to nse them peacefully, 
aofi delicately, in proportion to the im- 
portanco and delicacy of. the subject. It 
was the duty of gorernment to make such 
representations to the authorities in 
France, as became the situation of that 
country, and the attitude we were entitled 
to assume. A renewal of hostilities would 
not necessarily be the consequence : on 
the contrary, in former times, when we 
had felt called upon to interpose in farour 
of those who were unjustly suffering, our 
sympathy had been frequently rewarded 
by the accomplishment of the desired ob- 
ject. The Noble Lord had frequently re. 
Terted to a favourite topic — the injury 
done to the cause of the Protestants by 
the hamane interference of their brethren 
IB this country ; and the example of those 
benev^^ent persons was held up ai a warn- 
ing to the house. ^< Though your ances- 
tors hare frequently interposed with ef- 
fect, you must not think of endeavouring 
to rescue these unhappy people from de- 
struction,'' said the Noble Lard; and 
what was the reason assigned ? ^< I admit 
(added his Lordship) that their perseca« 
tors inflict upon them inhuman cruelties ; 
thai they are tortured— that they arc mur- 
dered ; that in three months I ^000 mur- 
ders for conscieace-sake hare been per- 
petrated, luid not one offender executed 



or even brought to trial : but you must 
not interfere, because the generous feym- " 
pathy of the people of England will only 
draw down upon the Protestants of 
France new calamities.^ [Hear.] Such 
was the argument of the Noble Lord : and 
he (Mr. Brougham) had heard it with 
more regret, because it was not the last 
time it would be employed. The subject 
of the Slare, Trade, was shortly to be 
brought before the House, — another at- 
tempt would be made to ameliorate tho 
condition of those with whom we had, in 
common, neither manners, language, relU 
glon, nor complexion : but, what would 
be the answer of the Noble Lord to such 
a proposition ? He had given a foretaste 
of it to-night. <' Do not interfere (he 
would say)— 4o not endeavour to pro* 
mote the happiness of the slaves; it Is 
true they are now whipped with scourge^y 
but if you interpose they will be flogged 
with scorpions." Such an argument 
would not impose upon the understanding 
of Parliament. The Noble Lord had 
stated, that be was no friend to peace who 
diminished the stability of the present go- 
vernment of France; it was true that con* 
flicting opinions had been entertained as 
to the propriety of our interference yi the 
establishment of the Bourbofis, but both 
parties might now join sincerely in the 
prayer that that family might not be dis- 
turbed. That it should continue on the 
throne of France, presenting a firm front 
io its enemies, and a benevolent counteii- 
atice to its friends, must be the nearest 
and dearest wish of every man who re« 
jolced in the happiness of France, end in 
the tranquillity of Europe ; but he was at 
a loss to imagine hoiv this governmeBt 
was prevented from remonstrating on the 
subject of the Protestants at a time wfaea 
we had an army in France, and a General 
with powers little less than sovereign* 
He trusted that the present discussion 
would operate as a spur to those who had 
aathority in our neighbour kingdom; 
at least it would show, that there were • 
few persons in Great Britain who felt the 
ancient sympathy of their forelathers, and 
who felt e^ual piety for the persecuted, 
and indignation at the aethors of their 
calamities. 

Lord BiNNiNo maintained that Protes- 
tants and Bonapartists were io trnth 
I synonymous ; and that interference was 
most of all to be aToided at a time when 
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^fe had an Imposiog force in France, be- 
caase then It woald bo most likeljto gife 
kmbrage. 
Mr. W, Smith supported the motion. 
Sir Samuel RoiullT) in reply, said| 
that it was not hit intention to divide the 
house upop the question. He had never 
known more flagrant injustice done to an 
indiridual than ne had experienced in the 
course of Ibis debate. Never having 
himself intentionally given offence, he was 
at a loss to account for the marked and 
designed injuntice done him by the Noble 
J^rd. [Order, order^ from Lord Castle- 
reagh.3 He had no wish to give personal 
offence to the Noble Lord, but he thought 
ke bad not been fairly treated. Principles 
and motives had been attribnted to him 
vrhich he had never entertained, both with 
regard to the government of France, and 
to the dangerous interference which he 
waj! supposed to require. The kind of 
interference which he recommended was 
one merely of amicable suggestion and 
good offices ; and it was admitted on the 
•ther fide, that ministers had already in* 
terfered to a certain extent. The Noble 
Lord had accused him of exaggeration ; 
but he was extremely happy that the re- 
port to which the Noble Lord had alluded 
as autl:ority bore ample testimony to the 
truth of all his statements. The Noble 
Lord must know that he abstained from 
mentioning many circumstances of horror, 
which, if it had been his wish to inflame 
the feelings or imagination of the house, 
he might have derived from the same 
source of information. He was not con- 
scious of any indention to heighten the 
colour of those descriptions, because the 
mention of them was abhorrent to his na-* 
ture, or because he could not express 
himself with the same coolness as others in 
touching upon such subjects. [Hear, 
hear. ] In consequence, however, of what 
had fallen from the other side, he must 
remind the Noble Lord, that whilst the 
town of Nismes was in the possession of 
the Bonapartists, not a single murder 
had been committed. The latter party 
tieviT directed their hostility against reli- 
gion as a distinc^ve characteristic of poli- 
lioal iticliiialion. The persecution carried 
on by the emissaries, partisans of the 
present government of France, had been 
aimed against the Protestants as such. He 
certainly thought the proclamation of the 
government, describing these outrages as 



excusable ads ef vengeance, entirely with- 
out justification. Be wai quite sure that 
the present discession would bts attended 
with happy effect*, and that it woul4 serre^ 
to exhibit to the world that ther« ww at 
least one place in which the fmoMmiiim of 
such monsters aa he kkd deKribed, how- 
ever they might be countenanced or re« 
warded elsewhere^ were sure to be stamped 
with tho infiimy which belonged io them^ 
Was it beoauae it was only in thedepart^ 
ment of the Gard, containing a population 
of 160,000 persona, where these disorders 
prevailed, that they were to be regarded 
as unworthy of notice? At the Neble 
Jjord had thought proper to refer to the 
period of 1780, he wotild also remtod him 
that althou|^ a religions mob then domi- 
neered, they did not commit a single 
murder; but that, on the other hand, 
government acted with an axtraordinary 
severity. Much blood was shed both in 
the streets and on the scaffold, and it was 
not the fault of govemmeoi that.Loid. 
George Gordon was nut brought to a pub- 
lic cxecntion. He had certainly as good 
a right to comment on the proclamation 
of Louis as on a proclamation of hit own 
king. He felt great respect for the per- 
sonal character of Louis ; but he coasi- 
dered that he, as well as our own Prince- 
Regent, had the misfortnae to bo depen* 
dent on others. After hearing the whole 
case made out by the Noble Lord, he bad 
no doubt that, under all itscircnmstaBces, 
the letter of the Duke of Wellington was 
wholly unjustifiable on the lactt. He 
woula not divide the house, but he felt sa- 
tisfied that the result of this diseussien 
would be beneficial. 

After a few words of explanation from 
Lord Bi!«Ni!ro and Lord Castlxrcagb, 
the qnestion was put and negatived. 

Debate on the F^n akcss* of the 

COUNTRT.. 

(May Si, 1816.> 

Mr. J. P. Grant moved the order of 
the day for resuming the adjourned de- 
bate on the finance resolutions. -He re- 
gretted that this important subject had 
not fallen into abler hands ; but he felt 
that he should havo neglected his duty, 
had he not called the attention of tikc 
House to it. There was no man but most 
be aware that the country was in a state . 
of unparalleled financial difficulty. Not 
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00I7 did the expenditure of this year 
exdeed the re? emie, but there was no Im- 
mediate pvospeet of Its being otherwise in 
foture yeari. If, therefore, his motion 
shotfM tend to couTlnce the House 'of the 
impeMitif e necessity of adopting a scale of 
economy in the national expend! tare, a 
great object wonid be attained/ Despon- 
dency as to oor finances was not his feel, 
ing, because a great nation like this could 
always call forth adequate resources ; but 
it would be requisite that erery man 
should lend his best effbrts to prerent fi- 
nancial derangement. It had always ap- 
peared to him extraordinary that ministers 
should not hare appealed to the House in 
this critical emergency ; and (hat, instead 
of submitting the finances of the country 
to a Committee of the Hou-ie, they had 
preferred resorting to temporary expedi- 
ents. He was aware that any thing like 
perfect accuracy could not be expected 
from him ; indeed, any person, not pos- 
sessing the facilities of official information, 
must find it difficult to arri? e at a correct 
statement* To be detected in a slight 
inaccnracy would gi? e him no sort of 
paio ; but if it could be shown that he was 
nateriallr wrong in his calculation of the 
expenditure aod rerenue of the United 
Kingdom, he should feel the greatest 
satisfactioD, because erery person must 
rejoice to find that our situation was not 
so alarming as it was conceifed to be. 
He had eudeavodred to render his state, 
ment as concise as possible ; he had not 
giren the total produce of the taxes, nor 
taken fbe total expenditure ; all he had 
done was, to state from the Totes of the 
House, aod the estimates laid upon the 
table, the expenditure of this year ; and, 
on the other hand, he had taken the re- 
venue of the year exclosl? e of the conso- 
lidated fnnd. Hd had not taken Ireland 
sq)arately, but had stated the expenditure 
of the United Kingdom. With these ob- 
servations, he should proceed to detail 
the facts which were included in the reso- 
lutions which he was about to propose. 
The first part of the resolutions went to 
show the sums 'that had been voted for 
the army, navy, ordnance, sinking furtd, 
and the interest on Exchequer bills now 
entatanding. The first resolution stated, 
that there had been voted for the service 
of the navy, during the present year, the 
sum of 10,114,345/. 1 U. 7cf. The second 
resolution stated^ that, exclusive of the^x- 



pense of the army serving in France, to 
be defrayed out of the contributions 
stipulated in the treaty of peacs, and of 
the rt'giments in the Hast Indies, whick 
were tii be maintained by the Kast India 
Goimpany, there had been voted for the 
service of 'the army during the present 
year the sum of 8,504,106/. 9s. Sd, 
The third resolution stated, that in thii 
sum the expence of the commissariat in 
Ireland was included, but the rommtssa-^ 
riat in England amounted to the sum of 
405,^40/. 9i, lOd. The fourth resolution 
was that, exclusive of the expense of th« 
barrack department in Ireland, whick 
formed a part of the above sum of 
8,504,106/. 9s. 8d. voted for the army,aa 
estimate had been presented of the expence 
of the barrack department during the 
present year, which amounted to the sum 
of 178,6^6/. The fifth resolution stated 
that the extraordinary expences of the ar-, 
my for the present year might be estimat- 
ed at 1,500',000/. The sixth resolution 
stated, that the said several sums of 8,504, 
106/. 9*. 8(/., 405,240/. 9^. lOff., 178,626/. 
and 1,500,000/. forming the total expence 
of the army for the present year, amount- 
ed to 10,587,972/. 19*. 6d. The 7th reso- 
lution stated, that including the sum of 
67yW5l, 9s. lOd, for the service of Great 
Britain in 1814 ; and of 16,851/. 13*. 4d. 
for the service of Great Britain in 1815 ; 
and of 19,384/. 12*. 3d. for services in 
Ireland in 1815 ; but exclusive of the ord- 
nance military corps in France, there 
had been voted for the charge of the office 
of ordnance during the present year, the 
sum of 1,696,185/. 3*. 2^. The eighth re- 
solution stated, that the miscellaneous scr- 
vices of the present year might be estimat- 
ed at the sum of 2,000,000/. The ninth 
resolution stated, that there had been rat- 
ed for the interest and sinking fund ou 
exchequer bills outstanding, during tho 
present year, the sum of 2,2o0,000/. The 
tenth resolution stated, there had been 
voted for discharging certain annukies, 
granted by two acts of the 37th and 42d 
years of his present Majcaty, the sum of 
174,681/. 2f. 6d. The eleventh rcsolu- 
tion stated, there had been voted, for pay- 
ing ofi* debentures issued in pursuance of 
two acts of the 53d year of his present 
Majesty, and the interest due thereon, 
the sum of 807,085/. The twelfth reso- 
lution stated, that there was payable to 
the Bank of England, upon exchequer 
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Mlf bu&tondiDg and falling due during 
^6 ptidiftedt year, the sum of 1,500,000/. 
"llie thirteenth resoiutibn stated, that 
' there taust be profided, 'diiHng the pre- 
renif year, to dtscliarge the* debt due to the 
Bast India Company, the sum of 245,491/. 
ISi/ 4tf . : The fon^leiwitb resbhilfon stat- 
•d^ tbi^t :&e Ibid s^vefal bums forming, so 
m as'Ihe same could at present be ascer. 
talned, the expenditure to be defrayed by 
Great Britain during the present year, ex- 
elusive of the charges on the consolidated 
ftind, but including the proportion of the 
said expenditure payable under the treaty 
of union by Ireland, amount to the sum 
of SO.-OfeSjTtJl/. 10». Id. The fifteenth 
resolution stated, that in the year ending 
5tfa of Jai^uary, 1816, the sums actually 
applied to defray the charges on account 
of the national debt of Ireland, including 
Ihterest on exchequer bills, amounted to 
0,369,170/. 5^. 9d. ; whilst the net re- 
renue paid into the exchequer of Ire- 
land during the satee year, was only 
5,75^,S61/. 5*. lid., leaving a deficiency 
of the rei^nue to defray the charges of the 
Ofttioml debt, amounting to 616,3^08/. 
9f . iOi. In Irish cijrrency. The sixteenth 
resolution stated', tijat,, ais the revenue of 
Ireland appeared to be thus incapable of 
defraying even the charges on account of 
its national debt, a further sum must be 
pcoTided to d^rrgty the expense of the 
civil Ibt, and 6tbet permanent charges, 
whieh^ in t3i'e. year ending 5th January, 
ltl6j amounted ^o 500,915/. 7;. 2d. Irish 
currency. The seventeenth resolution 
stated, that, under these circumstances^ 
no part of the proportion payable under 
the treaty of union by IreUn'^^ towards 
the joint expenditure of the UMted ^ing. 
dom, could be calculated as, receivabre 
firbm the revenues of Ireland ; biit that, 
on the contrary, the deficiency of 'the said 
rerenues to defray the charges on the na- 
tional debt, and the expenses of the civil 
list^ and other permanent charges of that 
country, must be in ftitiire otherwise pro- 
Tided for:, which deficiency on the said 
accounts amounted, in the year ending 
the 5th Jannq^ry, 1816, to 1,1 17,224/. 7^. 
Irish currency, or 1,031,284/. 0*. 4d. 
British. The eighteenth resolution sta- 
ted, that on the 5th of January last, 
the sum due by Ireland to Great Bri- 



tain, as the balance arfeing from the 
payments made by each country^ re- 
■pectively, on account of the joint 
charges orlhd United Kingdom, amount- 
jed in British, f i\rrency to the sum of 
2,942,280/, 8#. lid.; and that on the' 
«ame day ther^ jremaioed in the JE^i^he* 
quer of Ireland an unappropriated ba- 
lance, amounting in Irish currency to the 
sum of I,44S,6S6/ii lU. lie/, making in 
British currency 1,336,695/. 6s. 5d. ; 
which last sum being deducted from the 
said sum of 2,942,280/. Ss. lid. there 
remained a further sum to be provided ou 
account of Ireland, in the present 
year, amounting, in British currency to 
1,605,583/. 2*. 6rf^ The nineteenth re- , 
solution stated, that,' supposing the defi- 
ciency of the revenue of Ireland in the 
present year if^ ko th^ same 4s in the last, 
thfesaid sum $f lyO^^^d^/. 0^.' 4d. toge- 
ther with the said sum pr l>605,585/.«*.6fi/, 
and the said sum ofM085,76l/. lOf. id. 
would form tlje'jn^ expense of tfic. 
United Kin^d^m dui^qg Jthe ^resei\t year, 
80 far as the gfiVfte^ I^uwl %e at present 
ascertained,' exclji^ivip of the charges on 
the consolidated r^&d* of Great Britain, 
and of the charges supposed to be provi- 
ded for by the revenue of Ireland amouiu 
ting In all to the sum of 32,722,630/. 
12;. llcf*. This, then, being the actual 
amount to be provided for the whole 
service of the United Kingdom, he would 
next come to the ways and means for 
defraying this expenditure. The monies 
received or receivable within the year 
had been calculated at 16,584,976/.; 
which, being deducted from the sum of 
82,722;630/. 12*. 11 J., the total cxpen- 

{ifure made a difference of 16,137,654/. 
2^. \ld. The Right Hon. gentleman 
had forgotten the transport service ^ but 
he had since found a sum to answer ity 
which balanced that account. A further 
sum of 500,000/. had been required for 
the new coinage, which, being taken from 
the sum of $,520,340/. arising p«l of the 
Irish budget, there would remain a far- 
ther sum of 2,020,340/. to be provided 
for ; and this being deducted from the 
16,137,654/. 125. Ill/, left a balance of 
14,117,514/. 12*. lid. to be provided 
for. 

(To be Continued.) 
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to COIiaSSPONOENTS. 
Vtw Torkr 



I €i* etriljr etcuM, tft a aome^t like 
tW prcMBt, the appUcattoat that ara 
•Mde la me for iiirQraiati<Hi upon this 
Mferyect Mdoalkui ^^000 passports, the 
papers iM a% luve bean (granted within 
CMC monik^ to persoot emigrating to the 
^)oiitinent of Gnrope; and, we learn, 
through the taiae channels, ^^ that inaoy 
*^ men, wtio hate #btAiiied ceri{fical€$ 
^ from the Josticeft of the Peace to go 
^' to AmcrioOj bate left thoir wites and 
^ cfaiidreo for the parish to keep.*' This 
Jmtfjrica caaaet be the real America ; tho 
flouriihii^^ the happy America, where a 
^rofig, able, sober labourer may, if ho 
choose, lire well and save 30 pounds 
sterHng a year. Because, to go to this 
Amertca, a man need: no certificate from 
any body^ as the law now stands. I am 
aot awarje, that I can, at present, give 
^ny information in particular relative to 
^gratton I will never advise any per- 
son to emigrate ; but, 1 will, from time 
to time, give the best information I pos- 
^en as to the state of America.; and I 
promiic myself that this information will 
soea bec4»mc very regular and perfectly 
aoeatate; 4ar, I have the very great plea. 
«are of ioforiping lay readers, that my 
An^tusmhrji arrived at the beautiful City 
of New York on the loth of May, after a 
▼ery tempeftuous voyage. On the 1 1th 
th^ write to me a hasty letter, in which, 
however, th<y state, that New York sur- 
pma their most sanguine eipectations, 
though those eKi)eetatloiis bad been raised 
'^cry high. They say, that ten thousand 
Ifrions have arrived at that one city, from 
Wopo, since the i>eace; and that the 
Itst yeaf*! impfrtatioo of merchandize in 
that port alMo has amounted to Jifl^- 



ihr^e miUhns of Doliarg, But, jthese 
parts of their tetter are far less, iuterest. 
ian In me ttaa aaodler part, which iw^ 
fonm m« of # t«e«M triomph of ^ prin* 
dpiw of retU freedom over all their fool, 
isb and wicked opponents. An Albany: 
paper, which the Ambassadors have en. 
closed, in their disjiatGh, No. i, shews me^ 
that, for the House of Assembly of the 
gn^at and opulent State of New York, 
88 members out of 1^0« have been jost 
4:hosen by the sworn enemies of what hav 
been impudently called ^^ iegitimacjf.'* 
But, a paragraph from a New York pa* 
per, which is a Cossack, anparently, and 
devoted to the English l^adory there, 
has pleased roe more than any thing else. 
This paper is called *^ the New York 
Evening Post;'' the date is 10th May; 
and the paragraph is in tha* following 
" words:— i* We perceive, by the ship* 
^^ news of the day, that the agent wbkk 
^^ CobbeU so condescendingly promised 
^ to food to New Tork early ia the pra^ 
^^ sent spring, has actually arrived this 
^^ forenoon. But ho has reached his des- 
^< ti nation the day after the fair ; owing 
^^ to the very long passage the ship has 
'' had ; no less than 75 days. Had he 
<< come a fortnight sooner, and commen- 
'^ ced his operations, he might have laid. 
^^ claim to the honour of the victory lehick 
" democracy has latehf a/cA»red."— Thus 
I have the best po^ble proof, that tha 
cause of freedom triumphs in that coun- 
try. Tes, the recent events in Enropa 
have opened the eyes of those persons in 
America, who were not ^uUe hUM; and 
these events will not be tardy in driving 
from public hearing any man, In that 
country, who shall still remata base 
enough to attempt to support tiM priiH 
ciples of despotism. *' The' day ttfter the 
fair!'* Oh, no, Sir! My AmbasMdoffs 
were not dispatched, I can assuce you, on 
any transient errand. They are not sent 
for any special purpose. They are not 
ministers extraordinary ^ wluise business Ic 
is to qualify for a good tkomping peas ion 
for the rest of their lives. They arc to be 
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resident AnUHusadorjt at the great court 
of freedom in America, and are to be the 
regular chaunel of communieattou be* 
tween that coort and the free nuodi.At 
Boilcy* Oh, no, Sir! Mine are .noae of 
those tneaking musionaTies, thopo pt^ 
Toring professors of friendship, those spies 
under the garb of affection, (Rose satanic 
interiopera, who, while they smile on ani 
wheedU jrots, are plotting, in their »•» 
ligoant hearU, bow they shall transform 
yoor Paradise into ft pbice resembling the 
lleUa that tisey have left behind them. 
Oh, no. Sir! My Ambassadors were not 
sent lor the purpose of aiding in the deci* 
sion of ofte elecdoo. Such an object, if 
I were lain eaoogh to seppose myself ca* 
pable of efiecdag it, would be of too tern, 
porary a nature. My object is (o ke^ 
up a UUrary intercour$e with yoar coun- 
try. By the means of that intercourse I 
mean to make known to you and to the 
people of England, truths the most im- 
portant, and truths, which, without an 
intercourse of this nrry description, can 
never be made known. The origin of 
this mission I hare explained. The mo- 
tives hare been as troly slated to the pab* 
lie as to my own pillow. I have disguisi^d 
no step that I hare tak<?n, and no single 
step will I disguise, or attempt to disguise, 
ft appears to roe, and long has appeared 
to me, that the cause of freedom could in 
no possible way be so efirctually assisted, 
and that of despotism so effectually asaaiU 
ed, aa by making the people of America 
and of Englaad well acquainted with all 
that pasKS and has paesed in the two 
tfountrhK respecttrrly, and by spreading, 
throoghout the worM, by means of the 
Ameriean press, facts which otherwise 
must remain long, and, perhaps, for ever, 
Bnknown%«-*I havo before described the 
manner, in which the two nations, the txso 
pecpksy hare been kept in a state of igno^ 
rtnce with regard to each other. The 
newspapers) and other Periodical Publi- 
cations, gotaf from Enghuid, hare been, 
apd must continue to b^ die grossest de- 
ceivers «pon eartbv Nin^^teotha of theim 
are des oted to corruption ; the other tenth 
are held in ftwc. No truth^ no.nsoful poli- 
tical trutl^ cas possibly^ thnpugh such a 
chaiuiel.--J^rom Americ&eicelleot oratter 
might always have boen receifed; but, 
the channel was not open. The persons 
correspemdBng wdth eaeb otbet in the two 



countries were such as were bj no means 
likely to feel any interest, much less any 
zeal^ ivthe promulgation of oseibipolilical 
truths* Hence no periodical pubiicatioiif 
reached us (except hy mere accident) but 
sack us r epgesent ed the American people 
in the odious light of friends of despoAiam 
on the one stdr, and as bloody-vd»ded sa- 
vages on the othiT. — I hare before shewn 
how all my endeavours to obtmin a regular 
supply of true information have been de- 
featcd, andy eren during the last week of 
May, two parcels, kindly sent me by Mr. 
Mitchell of the National Adrocato of New 
York, hare been lost to me, in conse- 
quence of their having^ been sent to the 
Post.Ofiice by the Captain of the ship 
Triton, from which office they casie to me, 
charged with postage to the aoHMiot of 
thirteen patrnde st^kmg] — Now, I ask, 
not any lorer of truth ; not any friend 
of fair.play; but, I ask any hypocritical 
Cossack, of either country, whether it 
he not laudable to eadoavoor to sur- 
mount such obstacles to f ree-dtscnssion ; 
such unnatural, such odious bats be- 
tween the minds of men? I have not 
only endeavoured to surmonot them; I 
hnve surmounted them.. And, if the hopes 
and eipcctations of a mind natarally sao- 
goine do not deceive me upon a poiot 
whert' a parent is most likely to be too 
sanguine, the success of the euterprize is 
placed even beyond the powers of disease 
and of death itsdf. Eiperience \as 
taught me not to be so Ftopidty coneeitod 
as to suppose, that I, or my sons, are ahle 
to be directly the worker, or workers, of 
the great good that I con tern plaite. But, 
as those humble creatures, the Silk-worm 
and the sheep, supply the means of cloath* 
ing and decorating so lai^e a part of man 
and woman kind ; so may our materials 
by passing through abler hands, lai^y 
contribute towaida the dbseminatioa of 
useful political knowledge; towards the 
storing of the minds of the rising genera- 
tion with interesting facts and sound de- 
ductions ; towards keeping ali?e the flame 
of real liberty at a tine when the most 
enormous and atrocioui efforts arevak* 
ing to exttngaish erery spark of the sacred 
Ihne in tifety human breixst* 

Wm. Cobbett. 
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TO T8E 
PfOFLE OF TUB UnITED StATES OP 

Ambeica» 

LETTER XVI. 

4 reducHoH of the interest of the NntU 
enal Dtbi talked of in the Houie of 

\/QfHtHOMf» 

The great tuliject, tht pouching of the in- 
tiresi qf the Natiotml Debty hw, at last^ 
l)oen clearly stated io the Parliament. I 
obsorred, seTcral months ago, that the 
matter would begin to be talked of this 
sesiion ; and, that, in aU human probabi-^ 
Viiy^ the nest session woald «ee something 
done* It IS a subject of ininite inpor- 
tance, not only to us, but to the whole 
worlfti for, into what part, what nook 
or comer, of the world, does not this 
jB^ofernment thrust its hand ? And, there* 
fore, ^ you may be well assured, the 
fate of this government, or, rather, this 
present System of sway, depends entirely 
upon the fateof the funds ; that is to say, 
upon the capacity of the gorernment 
to get from the nation at large the 
means of paying the interest of the 
Debt Which the gorcrnmont has contract- 
ed ; as yon may be wril assured that 
this is the case, you will want nothing 
more to convince jo^^ that the subject 
now before us is the most interesting that 
can be imagined to the liberties and bap« 
pioess of mankind. All the kings and 
emperors of Europe; the Bourbons and 
their llo^alists; tho Pope; the DominU 
cans; tht' Jesuits; the Holy Officu; the 
Cossack Priesthood of America. All 
bare a deep interest in this question. In 
short ♦ * * ♦ ; and, therefore, I shall not 
scruple to go into \% hi the fullest manner 
that my limits and time will allow. 

In the House of Commons, on the 3 1st 
of May, a Mr. John PsTF.a Grant, who 
is a Scotch Lawyer, 1 beliere (for I hart 
neter heard of him till this winter), be- 
cause I aee^ that bo is a Member of the Kelt 
siaciety, and because they call him, ^^ the 
learned Gentleman,"^ brought forward a 
series of Resolutions on the state of 
the Fimmoes* . It has bet*n a custom, for 
caany years, for some man, who belongs 
te what is called ^' the Opposition,*' the 
nature and end of which I have so clearly 



de^ribed to you, to bring forward a set 
of iormaV propositions, describing the 
state of the finances; and, of course, 
uritb a view to produce an impressiou 
iinfaronrable to the Ministry and their 
management. As a counterpart to such 
propositions^ the Chancellor of the Ex* 
chequer for the time being has always, 
produced a set of propositions of an op» 
posite tendency, which, he aksUys baring 
a majority of votes, hare been passed by 
the House after the rejection of those of 
the Opposition man. This Office of An- 
nual Resolution Proposer was filled 
for many years, by Mr. Sheridan ; It then 
fell to Mr. Tiemey ; neit it was tak^n 
up by a Mr. George Johnson, whom I 
hare not heard of for some years. He- 
went out of public life like the snuff of a 
Rush-light. I should, really, be glad to 
know what became of him. He worked 
so hard at this Resolation grinding, that 
in hot weather, he used actually, as I 
was informed, to strip to his shirt whilo 
engaged in it. Whether such intense ap- 
plication of the mind proved injurious to 
his intellectual or corporeal faculties, and 
thereby operated at once as a check to 
the pursuit iu him and a discouragement 
to it in others, I know not ; but, sinpe his- 
time, no one has undertaken the sublime 
task until a sufficiency qf talent, courage, 
and patriotism were found in the person 
of Mr. J. P. Grant above-mentioned. 

As i am not aware, that it would be 
possible for you to gather one itiogic jot of 
useful information from a perusi^l of the 
Speech and the resolutions of Mr, Grant ; 
as 1 am quite convinced, that every atten. 
tire reader of the Register must under« 
stand the real state of oqr financial re- 
sources and 0|)erftionsa great d^l better 
than, from that speech aiul those Resotu^ 
tions, Mr. J. P. Grant appears to me 
to understand them, I will not impose on 
yon the fruitless task of reading either 
one or the other. 

But, that which was said, upon this 
occasion by Mr. Shith, one of the Mem** 
bers for the City of Norwich, is of great 
importance, especially when we view it in 
conjunction with what was said in reply 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
with what it has called forth from ^he 
hired prints of thb country. I will irst 
give you the report of the words of Mr, 
Smith, which ia as follows : 

^' Mr. W. Smith rose to second th^ 
2^5t 
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totally changed. Vd ke^ up thb Sjstcm 
I knew that a lacge peace ehUbliihmeot 
would be necessary, E?ery day of the 
Sesuon has brought sdme new proof of the 
correctness of these opinions. Many kmts 
hate been thrcrwn out about a reduction 
of the Dhridendi ; but, a^ laah the hints 
ha?e been changed inte plain eapressioae. 
We will now see (for this is very impot- 
Unt) what th^ Chancellor of the Ezche- 
quer said in answer to thb remark of Mr. 
Smith. We shall find him reprobating the 
proposition ; bnt^ we shaU not find him 
showing, that the thing proposed caa be 
avoided without re-imposing the odious 
task on Income. 

<^ The Chancellor of the ExqUBOun 
^^ admitted tbaf the Hob. and Learned 
^< Gentleman (Mr, Grant) had donehtro- 
^^ self credit by the clearness of his state- 
'< ment, and the abilities he had displayed ; 
*'^ but it was impossible that he eouhl coo. 
^< cur in his Resointions, which added but 
« one to the stringt of gloomy progn^eU* 
** cations which had regularly been sub- 
^^ mittcd to Parliament at the dose of the 
'' Session, and which had never been oc- 
^' cethd io 6jf the House. The conntiy^ 
^'Jhm j/wr to yewr^ had eurmounie^ks 
^^ diffkuttiesy to spite of these predlpCions, 
<^ and had finally trinmphed in its^reat 
^^ contest, and he trnsted that ei^pefience 
'f would ^^ew that the Honourably and 
^^ Learned Gentleman's Re9olutioos. were 
^^ at least as groundless as thpse of anj of 
^^ his predecessors. The present diffimd' 
'^ Ues of the tountr^ teere great jt^jiit conu 
<< pared with those of former yew* jnd 
^^ very aiarming. We had long contend-^ 
^' ed for existence-^ now the only question 
<^ was whether tee coutd disj>eHH wHk bur^^ 
** ibens which the country had before borne 
^^ and from which it had been reHemd* 
^^ He trusted that the country would not 
^^ need to recur to those bur^^ensj but, at 
^ any rate, the country wonld not be redir* 
" ced to the extraordinary remethf hinted 
<^ at by the Honourable Seconder (Mr. 
'< Smith.) This remedy, which the Ho- 
^^ nourable Member had mentioned les? 
^^ distinctly than became the proposer of 
^^ such a measure, was nothing less than a 
^^ national bankruptcy. The Hooonrable 
^^ Member had on a former occasion spo- 
*^ ken of the same proposal more distinct- 
^^ ly. Wider the name of a reduction qfthe 
.*< interest of the Natiofud Debt. It could 
^ not bo necJossary to say, that to a pro- 



^< motion, and said that though great ac 
•^ curacy of detail had been brooght for- 
^' ward by the Honourable Mo?er, yet 
" thb was not necessary on his view of the 
^^ question. H^ did not attach any blame 
** to hi^ Majesty^s Ministers : the diffi- 
^^ oolties in which they had been placed 
^^ were an excase for many errori ; bat 
'^ he recollected that he had seconded the 
^' repeal of the Income Tax, not because 
^' he thought (ho money was not wanted, 
^^but because the measure itself was so 
^^ unconstitutional that he thought it in- 
^^ enmbent on Parliament to redeem the 
** pledge that had been giren by the 
'^ Minister, and repeal the Tax. It 
^^ might be said, that his Honourable 
**< Friend had erred in some trifling par- 
^ ttculars ; but with llmt he had nothing 
** to do— those sums were so small that 
^ they made no impression on the total 
^^ deficit. Making all allowances for any 
f* errors or oferstatements in the Reso* 
^^ luttons of his Honourable and Learned 
^ Friend, the gloomy conclusion could 
^^ not be got rid of, that in the next year 
^ there would be a great deHctency in the 
'' Finances. Whether the deficiency was 
^^ 10 or % millions, it was still appaKn^, 
♦^ and he was convinced (hat it could only 
•* be prfftidedfor by the i^emedy tohich he 
^^ had former^ hinted aU He wished bis 
^ persuasion of that necessity might have 
^'proceeded from ignorance or. despair, 
^^but he confessed that he did not con- 
^^ template the remedy he had alluded to, 
" with that dismay with which others be- 
<*^ held it. If difficulties were looked in 
^ the fftce, it could not be disguised that, 
^^ sooner or later some redaction must 
^^ be made in the dividends ; and though 
^^ some Gentlemen had looked to such 
^^ a measure with the most fearful and 
^ gloomy appr^ensions of the consc- 
'^ qnences, he did not think that the 
^^ effect would be so dangerous as wu 
^^ imagined." 

Now, it is no more than justice to my- 
self to state, that I, te?eral months ago, 
said, in the Register, that this matter 
would be begun to be talked of daring 
this very session of parliament; that, 
from the moment the pe0X was first talked 
ef, I warned the country against hoping 
to see the taxes reduced, unless loans were 
made in time of peace, or, unless a redac- 
tion were made in the Dividends on the 
JJebt, or imless-thc System of Rule were 
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^^ poiittaa sti tUvoii qfjmtke andmsdom 
^< Ihe H^ute mould mver accede. The 
^ country would Ipic more in ctedU and 
*< resoutcet of erery kind^ Uuid it could 
^^ id aoy manner ifom b^ such an enormous 
*< breach of faith. (Hear, kear hear !) 
^ ^ Whatever burthens were imposed on the 
^ stockholders, in common with other 
^< classes of the King's subjecU, they 
.^ would cheerfully bear, as they had 
\^ oheerfuUy borne the tax on their pro- 
<^ pcrfy when plausible reasons taiglit have 
^' beeu or^ed ai^nst it On this extra* 
^ or diiMrjf proposal \t was unnecessary to 
** eay more,'' 

As to the ^^ gloomy predicHons^^ having 
hitherio proved '^ groundless j""* if the foct 
were such,, that would be no reason to 
believo, that snch predictions will now 
prove groundless. The affairs of a nation, 
as they are a long while in movin^^ so are 
they slow in falling into utter confusion* 
>^ It is the last feather^** as Paike says, 
^^ which br«iks the horse's back." Besides, 
what is ri/^. 9 If, twenty-fire years ago^ 
we had been told that the. nation would 
be ri^ed, we might have asked the pro- 
phet : «< what da yon call ni/n^'' And, 
if he had. saidi ^^ why^tlic whole of the 
^^ real property ot the^ country will be 
*^ taxed to tlie full amoanf of the rent ; 
^^ the former will pay. to the government 
^^ more than he wilt pay to the landlord ; 
*^ the poor-rates will amount to eight mil- 
^ liona of pounds sterling a year ; every 
^^ fifth flsan will become a. pauper or a 
^^ beggar ; it will be necessary to keep up 
^^ in time of peace a regnUir army of J 50 
*^ thousand men ; soldiers will be openly 
*' avowed io be employed, in a conside- 
'^ rable part of the kingdom, to collect 
^^ the taxes and make the people pay their 
*" tyMies ;. misery will, at last, prevail to 
*' such a degree, that the occupiet^ o£ the 
*^ land wiU- decamp, learing whole pa- 
'^ rishes In a wild, state, and the poor to; 
/' seek (bod how they can ; ihe rich will 
^^ tee to the Continent of Europe in or- 
^^ der to avoid paying such heavy taxes ; . It 
'^ will be proposed in parliament to pass a 
'^ law to compel them to remain at home ; 
^' thousands upon thousands of the hardy 
'^ and enterprizing will go to America to 
'^ better their lot ; the jails will be filled 
^ with Debtors^ lately persons of great 
. '* respectability and of competence.^' 

If this had been the answer of a pro- 
phesying politician twenty«five years ago^ 



should we not have said: ^^aye! this 
would, indeed, be ruin s but this never 
wMl take place ?*' Would not this have 
been our reply ? Well, then, is not ruin 
actually arrived ? The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in order to obtain, any degree 
of weight to his argiiment, should have 
shown, that rhc country was ei«i: bc4br 
in such a sXate. On the contiary, he ac- 
knowledges, and well he may, that the 
dificuliies of the country are gr^at* 
though, be says, '' not very alarming." 
And, then he rides off upon the observa- 
tion, that we ^^ have been contending for 
our exislence,^^ This I deny. 1 deny that 
the war was either necessary or just. 1 
say, that we have been contendiitg for the 
restoration of the Bourbons and no for 
any interest of England. We will, there- 
fore, th^w this interloping observation 
aside, and stick to the matter in dispute. 

The Chancellor plainly enough indi. 
cates his opinion, that the thing cannot go 
6n without the Income Tax. ^^ The only 
question,'* he says, '^ is, whether we can 
dupense " with that Tax Or not. And, in 
spite of his ^' trusting " that we c0it, Mr. 
PoNsoNBY very justly concluded, that the 
intention was to re-impose that terriblfi 
impost ; in answer to which conclusion no 
oliservatlon was made. It is clear as iay^ 
light, that It wiU be impossible to pay ttys 
interest of the Debt and to keep up even 
one half of the piece establishmeht with- 
out the Income Taxy or, without larg^ 
loans. The latter would, in a few. yean, 
blow up the. whole system; the former 
would hasten greatly the exchange of real 
property from hand to hand. The present 
owners of estates must lose them ; and 
that, too, in a very few years ; and, be- 
fore this can take place, a serious strug- 
gle of some sort must and wijl take place. 

The Chancellor, poor man, appears to 
have been, quite shocked at the proposition 
of Mr. Smith. He sporke of a reduction of 
the dividends, a^ being '' nothing less thap 
^^ a National Bankruptcy ; as something 
<< so devoid of. justice that the House 
" would never accede to it, as an enor* 
" mous breach of faith:'' And, indeed^ 
Mr. J. P. Grant appears to have concurred 
in these views of the proposition. But, 
then, we may very reasonably ask Mr. J. 
P. Grant, why he did not point out some 
other remedy for tBat defalcation, whlc^ 
he said would certainly take plAe. ^s . 
to the breach of faith fvre will observe on. 
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it presently, when we hi^e heard what the 
Courier of the next day said on the sub- 
ject. And, here, yoo will pleAse to ob- 
scrre, that yoa are not to look upon the 
article, I am about to qnote, as the pro. 
doctibn of the proprietor, or editor, of 
the Coarier ; but as the production of ♦ * 
***♦•*♦•; and, therefore, worthy 
of great attention. Obserre how they 
menace the Land^oWncrs. The coriflict 
of interests^ which I hare before describ- 
ed to you so fully, is here actually begin- 
ning to break out. 

** The Chancellor of the Eichequer ex. 
'^ pressed his strong, unqualified, and final 
*^ dissent from the opinions adranced by 
** Mr. W. Smithy which were understood 
^* to be in favour o( diminisking (he inter * 
" est on the National Debt. Mr. W. 
^^ dmlth has suggested (his remedy for our 
^^ embarrasments on former occasions. 
^^ There Is not tnuch of ingenuity or ori. 
^^ gtnaKty in the suggestion, thbugh there 
^^ is much of boldness and of mischief, Re- 
** dttce the interest ! Why not reduce the 
'^^ principal also f Ot what value would 
" be the principal without the interest? 
** Tfhere !s no engagement to repay the 
** principal ; the otjly I'ngag^m'ent Is to 
*< pay the interest. The property, there- 
** fore, conBists In the interest, and not 
•* in theprincfpal. And why, eiclusirely, 
^* rob those Individuals of their property, 
** who have been the most forisard to as* 
** sin the country in the hour of distress ; 
** who have, with the most ready confi- 
*' deuee, placed their faith in Parliament ? 
*• By what (enure do they hold their pro- 
*^ perty i By the law of the landy solemn. 
** ly enacted by the three branches of the 
" Legislature. By what (enure do the 
** iMdhoUers hold theit property ? By 
^^ law also : not indeed by statute law, 
*^ but by c6mmon law, by usage. HotD 
** came the Duke of Be^ord^for imtance^ 
^' by hift great landed estates f His an- 
^^ cestor having travelled on theContinent 
^' —a lively, pleasant mAn, became the 
*^ companion of a foreign Prince, wreck - 
^^ ed on the Dorsetshire codst where Mr. 
** UusscLL lived. The Prince rttcom- 
** mended him to I^snrv VIII. who, 
** Ifkiiig his company, gave hfin a large 
^* share (if the plundered Church Lands. 
** Why should such a firoperty be more 
** respected than that which has been ac- 
^^ quired by the merchant, the manufac. 
'^ turer, the soldier, the sailor, the larli. 



<^ An ; and which, on the faith of Pariia* 
** naent, has 'been advanced to Gorem- 
** ment f Should the gifts of a capHcrous 
** tyrirtit be more respected than property 
" which ha*5 been hardly earned ^iii placed 
** under the protection of the three 
** branches of the LegisiaiureJ In /inn- 
^^ dple we may perhaps agree with Mr. 
^^ Smith. Let the /rmcM and landed and 
** other property equally contribute to 
" the reduction of the national debt. Let 
** a pttrt of the land go to this purpose as 
** well as a part of the funds. The Pro- 
** perty Tax fell on all alike, and so 
'< should the burthen of attatinng the ob« 
** ject Mr. Smith has In view, which is tm" 
*^ douhtedly a most desirable one. The 
^* IjftndRdlders, who constitnte nine tenths 
'* of the Parliament, have decreed that 
^^ the Binded estates of Bankers are lUu 
*< bie to their debts. The ParUasnent h 
^ the debtor of the Fandltolder^^nd will 
•* it renounce its own principle of justice 
** for its oii>n particular adoamtttgef Will 
^ it ^of^oofifoii^ to ease its awn proper* 
^ ty and then refuse to pay f This would 
^ be swindling. A CouAty Member 
^^ lately ^complained in Parliament, that 
'*• commodities being now cheap, a Stock- 
^ holMer could buy ddable the quantity 
^* he lately could do, white LMidholders' 
^' incomes were diminishing. Bat wha) 
^ is the truth ? The war reduced the 
^ patcer <(f purchase by the Stockholder 
'« to one half, while that of the Land- 
** holder was more than doubled; and 
^^ now that prices are beginning to return 
*^ a little towards their former state, the 
^^ Ijandholder cries outTiccause the mon- 
'^ strous inequality does not continue in 
*' his favour ! Uc has been terrllojcing 
** in iseulth zthiie the income of the Stock- 
** holder has every year been deprived of 
*' more and more of its efficiency ; and now 
^^ he complains that this iiifustice does not 
^ continue ! But we are not inclivied to 
** believe the resources of the country on- 
•* equal to its nr cessities. At the end of 
** the American war the same diapropor- 
^< tion eiisted. Our dificuHieS arc un- 
^^ doubtedly great, and must be met with 
** rigid economy ; but our dangers are at 
" present onlf speculative. We must 
** experience a few years of peace to asccr* 
** tnin our real situation. Our resources 
** grew with the war ; they expanded, 
*^ fcdaptiBd themselves with da^icity to 
** every occasion. Hdw^loomy were the 
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^^ prtdklioDf iHmii tte gre«t cenniclrcitl 
<< IkilurM took pUoe in 1793, and how 
'< bftfe they been belied ? Is not peace 
^ more friendly to national wealth than 
*^ war 2 The change from the one state 
*^' to the other may shock and alarm, b«t 
^^ experience in the past should inspire 
^^ coBidcnce ni the future. Of this we 
^^ are certain, that a Bwtkruptt^, such as 
'* Mr* SmM hhUs ut^ uauid produce a re- 
^*' voimiion. Those most attached to 
^' (Mm-ck and Siaie^ as now existing, 
^^ woold be mined ; depreciation of com- 
^^ modttiea, want of employment, riots, in- 
^^ sarrectionf, confusion, would ensue. 
^^ The on\j dionbt would be^ whether the 
^^ tronblee would end in the establUhment 
'*^ of a Miikmry Government ; or of a Re^ 
.^' public f ruied by Dissenters, ^^ The 
^^fri^suU of Hu present s^em would dit^ 



fokn Bull will look upon this article as 
the ofispriog of the brain of that merito- 
rious person^ Mr. S/Mtr/, who from being 
4 journeyman tayl^, bat mounted from 
the shop-board to a chariot by the means 
of tbe Courier, and which Mr. Stuart 
nerer did, I haTolieard, write a paragraph 
in bis life. But ifou know whence the 
articlo realljr coves ; an^ jn that know* 
loc^, you possess, with regard to thfs 
^ery important subject, a gr^t adTantage. 

. J t is. a flttbject,r upon which the Opposition 
papers are wholly silent. To the/ac/»ofif 
k is like a hot poker. They dare not 
touch it yet. It must be first exposed a 
little to the air to get cool. Mr. Smith 
is of no faction. He wants neither place 
nor pension* He has, therefore, spoken 
out. 

Let us, now, examine this article, and 
see wkat it is made of» It is Tery true, 
tliat tbe suggestion is not novely if we in. 
dude what has been said out of Parlia- 
mcBt^ for, 1 suggested the necessity of 
such a measure mo$'e tlum ten years ago ; 
and, if it had been adopted at that time, 
with the qualificatioos that I proposed, 

. the present difficulties and scenes of dis- 
tress would nerer have exiated. It is true, 
on tbe other hand, that, in all human pro- 
bability, the Bourbons would not have 
been restored y the Pope would still hate 
been a wanderer ; (he Dominicans and Je- 
suits might have still been waiters at inns; 
the Protestants of France might hare still 

. lived in safety; the Public Buildings at 
Waibti^glDO ni^t hate not fnmbhed a 



subject for ^^ the most, brilliant dash of 
'^ the whole w«r,^' as the Morning Chro- 
nicle called it ; and we might have bad 
no Waterloo Monument. But, I am 
quite sure, that the real peace and bap. 
piness of the country might, at that 
time, lia.Tc been restored, without any 
serious and lasting ii^ury to any descrip- 
tion of persons'! So far, however, was I 
from being heard with atlention, that the 
newspapers of both parties fell upon me 
as if f were a monster in human shape. I 
was accused of being a swindler, a rob- 
ber, a murderer ; as if the Debt had been 
due from me only ! Mr. Sbbhidan (wise 
patriot!) accused me in parliament; 
and gave hints to the Attorney»Gen- 
eral, which were by no means unin- 
telligible, that it would be proper to lay 
his hands upon a man who was endea- 
vouring to ruin the credit of the country! 
Whetl^r Mr. Sheridan be yet alive I have 
no means of knowing ; but^ if he be^ and 
in a state to observe what is passing at 
this time, I hope he will have the justice 
to feel a little shame for his conduct of 
that day. 

Though not novels the writer says, that 
Mr. Smith's proposal is ^^ bmld and mi#- 
<^ cUevotts^^^ This is precisejy the old 
cant. Bold 1 what, then, does it require 
any very great degreo of boldness to pro- 
pose a mcasuro in parliament ? To entitle 
the act to tbe merit of boldness, there 
must exist some danger ; and, is it pre- 
tended, that Mr. Smith exposed himself to 
danger upon this occasion? I can re- 
member, indeed, when Mr* Robsok*s 
words were taken down^ upon bis saying 
that the Bank notes were little better 
than assignats, the Speaker declaring, 
that any Honourable Member was disor^ 
derly^ who should say any thing to the 
prejudice of the credit of thv country. 
Poor Mr. Robson ate his words with all 
imaginable dispatch ; and seemed to 
think himself rery well off so to get out 
of the affair. But, that time is past. Mr» 
Smith may now not only suggest^ but may 
propose, this measure without any degree 
of danger. 

As to the misduevousness of the pro- 
position, or, rather, suggestion, what was 
erer suggested, which tended to expose 
the System, and which was not called 
misckiezous9 Either Mr. Smith has 
reason on his side, or be has not. If he 
has moiy it is easy W expose the fallacy of 
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his suggestion ; if he bms, his suggestion 
ottgjitto I>e «t(0nd«d to, and b likely to 
do good. Bat, this is the sort of charge 
under which a bad canse always endea* 
TOurs to shelter itself. No one is impu* 
dent enough to deny the bene6t that roust, 
as to all public matters, arise from free 
discussion. No one, not efen the most 
interested priest, will deny this, as to 
matters of religionf But, when the pinch 
£Omes ; when either the minister or the 
priest sees his system, or his measures, in 
danger from this free discnssion ; he then 
tesorts to the charge of mis^sevousneis, 
which he boldly brings against his op. 
poneht, whom he loaok with all kinds of 
abuse and the Imputation of efery bad 
motife ; and then, wrapping himself up 
in dignified silence, calls upon the Attor- 
ney General to do his office ; and, when 
once this gentleman sets to work, he soon 
teaches your roan of free discussion what 
is the real meaning of those words. This 
was literally the conduct of Bvrkb to- 
wards Paine. The latter, hating no sup- 
port of any sort bnt that of his talents, 
sent forth Jifty thousand copies of an 
answer to a book of the former, which, 
even with a gorernment to push it about, 
had not reached, and ncver^did reach a 
sale of ten thoustmi. Finding himself de- 
feated and e&posed, and unable to reply, 
Burke actually, in his place in parlia- 
' inent, called on the Attorney Ceneral to 
' make the reply ! The call was speedily 
' answered ; the prosecution was carried 
on with success ; Paine had his choice be- 
tween Newgate and flight ; his work was 
suppressed ; fifty men, perhaps, first and 
last, were punished for promulgating the 
• work ; but, after all, Paine^s work is 
sough{ after with avidity, at almost ai>y 
price, while that of Burke may bo got 
from any bulk or stall in London at a 
price little higher than that of waste- 
paper. So much for free discussion in 
England I So much for the term ^^ nUs* 
^^^ckicvousness." 

Happily for Mr. Smith, be staads in no 
fear of an answer in the form of an ex* 
olficio information. He has a place to 
speak from which protects him from all the 
danger, contained in the bints of the Cou- 
rier. He dares speak out, he has spoken 
out, and others will, at np distant day, 
follow his example. 

Tho caTil, wfaieh this writer makes 
about the principal amounts to. nothing. 



To be sure Mr. Smilfa means, tliai a part 
of the property of the fund-holder aiust 
be taken away; that is to f^y,'that the 
nation cannot pay the whole aro^uat of 
the Debt. He has not xom/, howet er, nor 
has any body else, that I know of, that 
the land-ownrrs artf not to lose jNir/ 0f 
their property also. The qoestion with 
me is not, whether the land-ownera arts 
to lose part of th'eir propeHy as well as 
the fund .holders ; but wh<^ther taxes suf- 
ficient to pay the fund.hoklers can be 
raised. This writer says, that the Uxm is 
the guardian of property, and eapectally 
of funded property. Why tho law is, or 
was, the guardian of many things. The 
law guaranteed the right of the people to 
elect even their Sheriffs ; the lam s^uarao- 
teed to the people the right of taxing 
themselres ; the laxo eren now forbids any 
place of profit or trust, civil or mititarf, 
or any pension to be bestowed upon any 
person, not a natural bom sobfeet of tbe 
king of this kingdom. Yit, how stands 
the practise, compared with the law ia 
these cases? The law says, that no 
foreigner, though naturalized by mt oj 
parliament ('as the Prince of Sase- 
Cobourg has been), shall hold any place 
of profit or trust, civil or military. The 
law says that the people shall hate the 
benefit of the Act of Habeas Corpus/ 
a4Ul, if this law can be suspended, for 
seven years together, by another 4aw« 
why may not tbe law about the funds ? 
The laio forbade IHtt to land the public 
money to Boyd and Benfield to enable 
them to make good an instalment on a 
loan; but, when Pitt was discovered to 
have done this, another law was passed 
to screen him from punishment. And, if 
this can be done; if law can be rendesed 
flexible in such matters as these, why not 
in the case before us. To come closetf^ to 
the point ; tbe law compelled the Bask 
Company to pay their bills in gold «ad 
silver on demand. They refused to do 
thb; and a law was passed to sccetn 
them from punishment for the refusal. 
The law compelled tenants to pay their 
landlords in gold or silver ; but another 
law, after the contract j was made to au- 
thorize them to pay in Bank Notes. The 
law compelled tenants to pay the whole 
of their stipulated rents to their land- 
lords ; bat another law was passed to 
compel the toaants to withold a part of 
the rent and to pay it over to tbe govern- 
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mfnTf ttfxinf pcMiple. The Um mwAe ctt^ 
tftin hnds nnaUiSAble^ but another law 
tatborised tb€ temporary possessors to 
sell tketn, oader tfae itaine of retleeming 
He land iax; and thus were entailed 
estates taken, in part, absolutely and 
for erer fro« tlve heirs. 

So tha«, to talk about th« law Is, per- 
haps, ^ rery foollsh^t thing whieh this 
writer could hate done* 1^ common 
law, he says, guarantees to men the pos- 
#esstOB of ^eir lands ; but, It did not 
guarantee the heirs of those, who sold 
part of their entailed estates under the 
Lmd Tax Redemption Bill. The law 
guaranteed the due execution of the will 
of Lady Mildmay's fiither respecting an 
estate in Essex ; but, Pitt and the Pkr. 
liament found another law to set that wlH, 
in part at least, aside. Why, if such 
things as these can be done, what a catil 
is it to set up the iaw In opposition to the 
proposal of Mr. Smith ? 

But, this writer says, that, if the fund- 
holders lose a part, so ought the land* 
owners ; and that an estate in the iiinds 
is held by as good a tenure m ike Duke of 
BedfwrtPs estate. 1 rery much like to 
hear this sort of language; because it 
tends io brine the pi[rties, at once, to 
issue. And, I Hke it, too, on another 
account : it shews what sort of a conflict 
we shall, at last, come to. ^^l^tpnrt 
^ of the land go tp this purpose as well as 
^ part of the funds.*' That is to say, let 
' part of the estates be sold and giren to 
the fnnd.holders. To this I hare no sort 
of objection, upon, the principle of the 
Courier, namely, that *' the Parliament 
<^ IS the Debtor of the Fund-holder.'' 
They have borrowed tho money; and 
tke^ ought to pay it back. The case of 
the Bankers, as cited here is complete. 
Their lands are made liable for their 
debts. And why not the lands of the 
Members of Both Houses of Parliament ? 
This writer asks, <^will the Parliament 
•** renounce its own principle for its own 
*^ peculiar adrantage? Will it borrow 
'* money to ease Hs ovm property, sokd 
** then refuse to pay ? This would be 
** swindling.^ 

Answer him, Giles Jolterhead, Esq.! 
Answer him, 1 say ; for Iwiiinot. But, 
to you,' in America, I must address a few 
remarks upon this tery interesting part 
of the subject. The plain unrarai^hed 



case, stated by ah unshackled pen, is, 
then as followst ♦•♦♦»♦••♦♦, 

But the impudence of this writer in 
menancing the country with a ^^ mU^Uuy 
government** in case of a non payment; 
of the interest, is quite astounding^ 
Pray, Mr. hireling, what is a <' militiary 
^ go? ermient." But, I Will not beggar 
my indignation bjr half or a quarter ex- 

fressioo of it. 1 will «ipress it, where 
dare express it In my own language, and 
agreeably to my real sentiments. I agi^ 
with this hireling, however, that the npn* 
payment of the interest of the Debt 
would make strange haroc amongst the 
friends of the system. Those who haire 
contracted the IM>t are rery much putsled. 
They would fain, perhaps, throw the 
burthen from them. They hear the 
menacing language of the Pund*holders ; 
and, really, though I choose not to detail 
what f think will take place, I am con* 
▼inced, that the innocent people, who hare 
deposited their money In the funds, will 
not, at last, lie suffered to be robbed of 
their property. A tery considerable part 
of the fund-holders hare sold their estates 
and lent the money to ** the Parliament^** 
as the Courier calls it. They hare been, * 
by the w^ght of taxes, compelU'd first to 
mortgage, and then to sell, their estates ; 
and, instead of land-owners, to become 
mere state annuitants. Surely their pro- 
perty ought (o be regarded as sacred as 
that of those who hate kept their lands 
and who hare borrowed the money for 
which their neighbours sold their estates ? 
Howeter, this is a matter, in which the 
friends of Reform hare no concern ; no, 
not the least in the world. The horrotters 
and the lenders must settle the question 
between them, jnst as the Clergy and the 
Teotnanrv Cavalry . tnust the question 
about Ty/hes. I am for taking no wery 
active part with either. The best way 
will be to stand aside, look on, and amuse 
one's self with the wrangling of parties, alt 
of whom hare soleng united against us. 

In the meanwhile the effects of this 
dreadfVil Debt are felt most severely. The 
number of paupers is hourly increasing. 
The emigrations to the Continent and to 
America are such as they never before 
were from England. The news-papers 
tell us of many, who leave their wives 
and children a burthen upon the parish. A 
para^ph hat appeared, in all the Lon- 
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^donpapivt^sMhigthisfart; but, at !!»▼€' 
befall dbnenred, k cannot be trve, that 
*^ werfijkaecf?'* hmie been iibta'HMd for the 
pmfmue o^ Mabtifig the parties to go to 
thft Unif94SWm*, To Canada, perhaps. 
Bot |>6ople dk> not want to go to that 
eaAtry ; and, as to Nova Scotia, there is 
BO 6rfw(^ or -silarcely any, prodooed in 
that covntrf . 

' W*. COBBETT. 



AMERICAN PACKET. 

No. IV, 

My Dear Jom Bull, 
I rabjoin two ▼efy interesting letters 
on the subject ofJmcridart Man^ttctutts. 
The first is from a Mr. Austin of Boston, 
and the second is the answer otf Mr. 
Jeffefs6n, late President lof the Unlteii 
■Staite# ^ The latter also contains Mr. Jef- 
fcrson^s view of the Hate 6f things in Eu* 
rope. • Yon will here see, what he thinks 
of these European proceedings. 

' LETT«]l FU^M BEKJAMI^ AUSTIN, ESQ. TO 
THE 1109. THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

Bc§ion, Deeembir 9. IBIS. 

Sir, — Since the return of General 

, from his «visit to Monticello, I am 

highly gratified in hearing that you enjoy 

your health, and that you arc so happily 

situated in your doraostic retirement. 

During the convulsions in Europe, and 
the events %vhich have taken place in our 

. country, a person of your accurate obser- 
vation must have e^^perienced the most 
anxious solicitude for the result of these 
important controversies. As to France, 
we are all disappointed in the termina- 
tion of a revolution, which promised a 
reUef from the tyranny of establisl»pents, 
which have been inconsiderately advoca. 
ted in the federal papers as '^ legitimate.'* 

' But the ^^ ways of Heaven afe dark and 
^^ intricatr,'* and we are obliged to sub- 
roit to the decrees of Providence, however 
contrary to what we may think are pro* 

. ductive to the general hapiiiness of man- 
kind. As France has fallen by an alli- 
ance of foreign despots, America must 
expect to rise by a Union of Freeman, 
acting in their coRstitutional capacity. 
The destiny of France ahc^i)^ ^^ lesson 
of admpnition to the United fit^tes* 



It miiat Afford you (he highest cmsoU* 
tion te find, that the hosior and the glory 
of o«r republic have been proflEioted by 
die very means which 'Our enemies had 
predicted woiil4 he ruinous and destrue- 
tive. Nothing but the interpoaition of 
Providence could have produced so much 
^ood, from what was conaidered by some 
as productive of so much evil. The Unit- 
od Stales were fiarced into a controverty 
in defenoe of their mariae rights^ whiofa if 
they had fuled in viadicatinf , would have 
checked, if not termiaated, thdr future 
prospects as an independent nat^n. At 
the beginning of the conflict, the pro^»ect 
was gloomy and perilous. Repeated dis- 
asters appalled tha timid in the prosecu- 
tion, whiU the disaffected were daily 
attempting to counteraa onr national 
ei#Tt8, by aysteasalic combina^ieaa, and 
illegitimata conventions .*— Amidst these 
complicated difficulties, we have succeeded 
in our '* Api>eal to Heaven," and every 
real American must feel a pride iu eon- 
templadsig, that the energies of an Ad- 
ministration, beset with such a phalanx 
of oppotiitioo, have triuasphed, m^ only 
over a foreign ^ocmy, but have baffled the 
wily projects of a more dangefoaa body 
of internal foes.-r.I would not wish to 
be censorious, but the fact is too evi- 
dent to be denied. Not that.we consider 
every nominal federajist was thus inimical, 
but the artful proceedings of certain lead- 
ers urged many honost mca to adopt those 
resolutions which have produced num- 
berless aerious events. We can easily 
distinguish between the cjpticera aad the 
cvticed. 

As the present state of onr country de- 
mands some extraordinary efforts in Con- 
gress to bring forward the Agricultural 
tfnd Manufacturing interests of the United 
States, I am induced to aseption a plea, of- 
ten used by the friends of England, that 
the work-shops of Europe arc recommend- 
ed by yon, w the most proper to fnrnish 
articles of Manufacture to the citiseBs of 
tiie United States, by vi^hich they infer 
that ft is your opinion, the Mauu^tures 
of this country are not proper objects 
for Congressional pursuits.— They fre- 
quently enlarge oo this idea, as corrcs^ 
ponding with your s^timents, and caifoa. 
voar to vreakeu our exertioaa in this 
parHcolar, by quoting you as the advocate 
of foreign manuOactnres, to the exduaion 
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-of domestic. Not tbat tlieM |ymoat hft^' 

-any fiiendljr ihotWe towards yo«, bot 
tJi«y thkik U will answ^ their purposes* 
if sdcit *"^tifiments can be pronnlgatea 
with an app^rance of respect to yoor 
opinion I am sensible that many of these 
persons mean to misrepresent yonr real 
intentions, being con ?i need that the lati* 
tode they take with your reanarks on ma- 
nafactttreS) is for beyond what yon con- 
femphiied at the period they were written. 
The parity of your tnind oonld not lead 
yon to anticipate the perfidy of foreign 
nations, which has since taken place*— If 

' yon had, it is im^iossible that yon would 
have discouraged the mahofactiires of a 

• nation, whose Mds hate since bcsen abun. 
dantly covered with merino^heep, flax and 
cotton, or depended on looms at 3000 

' miles dlstanee, to farnlsh the citizens with 
clothing, when their internal resources 
were adequate to produce such necessaries 
by their domestic industry. Yon will 
pardon my remarks, and excuse my free- 
dom in writing yon on this sofagect. — But 
it would be an csaential service at this crl« 

' sis, when the snb|ect of manutetnres will 
come so f>owerfttl1y before Congress, by 
pelftionr from various eatablMineiitj, if 
you would coiMiiaoend to express more 
mhiutefy, your idea of the ** work.shops 
of Ewiip^^ in the supply of such arti- 
dcs a« can be manufhctuTed among our- 
selves. An explanation from yon on this 
subject would greatly contribute to the 

' advancement of those manufkctnres, which 
have riaeti during the late war to a respec- 
table state of maturity and improvement. 
Domestic utaiiufacture is the object con- 
tetuplated ; instead of establishments un- 
der the sole cont^oul of capitalists, our 
children may be educated under the in- 
spection of their parents, while the habits 
of industry may be duly inculcated. 

If the general idea should prevail that 
you prefer foreign work-shops to domes- 
tic, the high character you sustain among 
the friends of our country, may lead them 
to a discouragement of that enterprise 
^hidi is viewed liy many as an essential 
<^ject of our national independence. I 
should not have taken the freedom of sug* 
l^estir^ my ideas, but being convinced of 
your patriotism, and devotedoess to the 
good of your country, hafvo ui^ed ne to 
^Ake the foregoing obsorvutions ; your 
candour will excuse mo if they are wrong. 
I shall be bappy in receiving an aaswer 



to thb letter, for in the preseirt: statoof 
political controversy andintrigoo, the real 
repubiicans must rely on our ^' long^tfioil 
patriots," (among whom you stand pi**- 
emioent) to guide and direct in the ihiture 
pursuits of the government. Ttough re- 
tired from public life, yet your private 
counsel is essential^ and we must solieit 
your aid to help the adniuistratiou to sub- 
stantiate by wise measures in peace, what 
we hafe obtained in war. The patriot 
is always called on duty, while the exi- 
gencies of his country need hit advice, 
and his exertions are required to carry 
his principles into operation.— * Wo are 
limited but to a few years, to discharge 
our trusts as dtixens, and we mast becoaae 
more active as the period shortens. The 
real patriot never sacrificed princsides to 
policy — Washington, Aduas, . Uaacock, 
Madison, and yourself rose superior to 
such a degradation. Tbo old patriots, if 
not employed in conducting tho shtp^ yet 
they are viewed as Beacooa, by wbidi 
helmsmen nay steer to the faa^en #f 
safety. 

I remain. Sir; with sentimonts of the 
highest respect, and cordial wishes for 
your happiness, yonr Qodeviatiog friend, 

BfirjAMJi Avstiir. 
Hoik Thomas Jamasoit. 

Ma. JEFFSaSON'S ANSWER. 

AimUiefUo, Jim, 9. 181^ 

Dbah Sir — I acknowledge with plea«> 
sure your letter of the Dth Deo. last. 

Your opinions on the events which have 
taken place in France, are entirely jast^ 
so far as these events are yet developed. 
But we have reason to suppose, that they 
have not reached their u I tiniate. termina- 
tion There is still an awful void^between 
the present, and what is to be, the last 
chapter of that history ; and 1 fear it is to 
be filled with abominations as frightful, a< 
those which have already disgraced it.-*- 
That nation is too high-minded, haa too 
much innate force, intelligence and elas- 
ticity, to remain quiet under its present 
compression. Sampson will arise in his 
strength, and probably will ere long bur^t 
asunder the cords and the webs of the 
Philistinet. But what are to be the scenes 
of havoc and horror, and how widely 
th^ may spread between the brethren of 
one fannly, our ignorance of the interior 
fends, and anUpathles of .the country, 
lAaoes beyond bur ken* Whatever may 
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be the. cDn?iibiaii6, we oinnot bat indulge 
tke iplesuMug bop«, they will end in the 
panamient establishment of a representa- 
■ttfegofernment; a goferiiment in which 
the will of the people will be an efr<^ctive 
ingredient* This important element has 
taken root in the European mind, and 
wlU^TC itftgrowlh. Tbehr rulers,. sensible 
of this, are «li«ady offering this modifi- 
cation pf their gorenupents, under the 
plansible pretence, that it Is a roluntary 
Goncessloa on their part Had Bonaparte 
viod hit legitimate power honestly for the 
establishment mod support of a free go. 
▼enMsent, France would now hare bei^ 
in protperi^ and rest, and her example 
operating for the benefit of mankind ; 
ererj natioB in Burope would erentually 
keTe founded a goremment over which 
the will of the people would have had a 
powerful control. His- improper conduct, 
howettr^ has checked the salutliry pro. 
grest of principle; but the object is fixed 
In the eje of nations, and they will press 
to tta acoomplishment, and to the general 
amelioration of the condition of man. 
"What a germ have the Freemen of the 
United States planted, and how faithfully 
«hoidd. they cherish the parent tree at 
hofne.<--Chagrine and Mortification are 
the punishments our oneroiet receive. 

You tell me I am quoted by those 
who wish to continue our denctidance on 
England for manufactures. There was a 
time when I might have been so quoted 
with more candour. But within the thirty 
years which have since elapsed, how arc 
drcumstances changed! We were then 
In peace— our independent place among 
nations was acknowledged. A commerce 
which offered the raw materials in ex- 
change for the same material, after re- 
ceiving the last touch of industry, was 
worthy the attention of all nations, it 
was expected, that those especially to 
whom manufacturing industry was im* 
portant, would cheri^ the friendship of 
suchxustomeni by every favour, and par- 
ticularly cultivate their peace by every 
act of justice and friendship. Under 
this prospect the <|nestion seemed legit i* 
mate, whether, with such an immensity 
of unimproved land, courting the hand of 
husbandry, the industry of agriculture, 
or that of manufactures, would add most 
to the national wealth i And the doubt 
on the utility of American manofactnres 
was entertained on this consideration 



cHtefly, that to the labonrof the husband- 
man a vast addition is made by the spon- 
taneous energies of the earth on which it 
is employed. F«»r one grain of wheat 
committed to the earth, she renders W, 
30, and even SOfold— Whereas the labour 
of the manufacturer falls in most insUii- 
CCS vastly below this profit. Pounds of 
flax in his hands, yield but |»enay-wi'ight5 
of lace. — ^This exchange too, laborious 
as it might seem, what a field did it t^^o- 
mise for the occupation of the ocetn— 
what a nursery for that class of citittes 
who were to exerdf^e and maintain oar 
equal rights on that element! This was 
the state of things in 1785, when the 
Notes on Virgiriia were first published; 
when the ocean being open to all nations, 
and their common rights in it acknow- 
ledged and exercised under regulations 
sanctinnrd by the assent and usage of all, 
it was thought that the doubt might claim 
some consideration. But who in 1785, 
could foresee the rapid depravity which 
was to render the close of (hat century a 
disgrace to the history of civiliacd society ^ 
Who could have imagined that (he two 
most distinguish^ in the rank of nations, 
for science and civilixation, would have 
suddenly descended from that honourabte 
eminence, and setting at defianCf^all those 
moral laws established by the Author of 
Nature between nation and nation, as be., 
tween man and man, would cover earth. 
and sea with robberies and piracies, mere- 
ly because strong enough to do it witb. 
temporal impunity, and that under this 
disbandment of nations from social order, 
wc should have been despoiled of a thou- 
sand ships, and have thoasanda of our 
citizens reduced to Algerine slavery? — 
And all this has taken place. The Bri- 
tish interdicted to our vessels all harbours 
of the globe, without having first proceed, 
ed to some one of hers, there they paid a 
tribute proportioned to ttie cargo, and ob- 
tained her licence to proceed to the port of 
destination. The French declared them to 
be lawful prizes if they had touched at the 
port, or been visited by a ship of the 
enemy's nation. Thus were we completely 
excluded from the ocean. Compare this 
state of things with that^f J7S5, and say 
whether an opinion founded in the circum- 
stances of that day, can be fairly applied 
to those of the present. We have expe- 
rienced what we did not then believe, 
that there exists both proff^y and power 
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€fiiou|rli to exdodc us ftom the field of 
interchange irith other .Nations— That to 
he independent for the comforts of life, 
wc must fabricate them ourseUes. We 
Dftnat now place the manutactarer bj the 
side of ihe agrlculfinrist. The former 
qaestion is ^oppressed, or rather assumes 
a new form. The grand Inquiry now is, 
shall wc make our own comforts, or go 
without ihem at the will of a foreign 
nation ? He therefore who is now against 
domestic manufactaresi must be for re 
docing us either to dependence on that 
nation, or be clothed in skins, and to 
live like wild beasts tu dens and caverns. 
I am proud to say, I am not one of these. 
Experience has taught me that maonfac- 
tures are now as necessary to our inde- 
pendence as to our comfort — and if those 
who quote me as of a different opinion, 
will keep pace with me in purchasing 
nothing foreign^ where an equi? alent of 
domestic fabric can be obtained, without 
regard to difltereoce of price, it will not 
be our fault if we' do not soon have a 
supply at home eqUal to our demand, and 
wrest that weapon of dbtress from the 
hand which has so long wantonly wielded 
it. If it shall be proposed to go beyond 
<»iir own supply, the question of 1785 will 
then recur, vis* Will our surplus labour 
he then more b&neficially employed in 
the culture of the earth, or in the fabrica^; 
tions of art ? We have time yet for con- 
sideration, before that quiestion will ptess 
upon us ; and the' maxim to' be applied 
will depend on the circumstances which 
shall' theti eiist.-^For in so complicated a 
• science as politicJil economy, no one 
axiom can be laid down as wise and ex- 
pedient for all times and circumstances. 
Inattention to this is what has called for 
this explanation to answer the cavils of; 
the uncaodid, who use my former opinion 
only as a stalking-horse to keep us In 
eternal vassalage to a foreign and un- 
frittidly nation. 

I salute you with assurances of great 
respect and esteem. 

Tn. Jefpeeson. 

BsipjA'aiiK AvsTTif, Esq. 



HARTFORD CONVEiNTION. 

The enemies of freedom should be 
known. - Their detested names should be 
posted up ail over the world* --I have, in 
the American Packet, No. I, given an 



account of;the treacherous Cossacks, vdio 
met at Hartford. The people in tiiat 
place keep the annhersary cf the Me^U 
ingy and the following article wW sh ew 
you M^r manner of doing such things. 
Would to God that the like were doiie 
all over the world ! 

FiasT AHKimsAiT ov vbm <^ HAat* 
. »ea» Covioimejr.^ . 

The fifteenth of Dseeniber, (eart the 
American Mercury) is anepech m te 
history cf Ataienca which . can never 
be passed orer by TipubHeaat^ Withoot 
mingled emotions of regret and exulta* 
tion. — Of regret, that we have aieoef 
us ^^ men-^ free-bom men — nran hern^ 
nursed, and brought up by our fire^sldef^*^* 
Americans — American cltlsens/* who are 
so depraved, so wicked, as to aim a dag^ 
ger at the viuls of their alreidy bleeding 
country, and to attempt to subvert the 
llbeHiiBs of the people. Of exttltathih» 
that the grand designs of these heUish 
conspirators have been frustrated with in* 
famy, and that the Union has triumphed 
over their mischieTOUS macliinatieBS. 

Impressed with these sentiitienti, thf 
Repubiicant of Hartford^ on Friday last^ 
(being the day of the first meeting of the 
Gonrentlon) displayed the flag of the 
Union at half mast, during the early part 
of the dajTy as expressive a( their sorrow 
for the depravity of those, who» one year 
^ce, were plotting in our city, in con- 
junction with Britain* the destruction ef 
the libeHies of the Republic. Id the af- 
temoon the tag was raised to meat head, 
as emblematical of the complete discomfi. 
ture of their designs, and the triumph of 
the Constitution. In the rueful counte- 
nance of federalists, it was plain to dit^^ 
cover the mortification and chagrin they 
experienced. Hiey say, let us bury in 
oblivion's dark bastile all bitter recol- 
lection. But so long as New-£ngland is 
cursed with federal rulers ; 'till she 
emerges from the darkness which for 
years has enveloped her ; 'till Republican, 
ism reigns triumphant throughout New 
England, (w&ich we trust in God is close 
at hand) it becomes the imperious duty of^ 
Republicans, to hold up her rulers, to the 
contempt of the people ; to expose their 
wicked and nefarious designs. It is this 
alone which is to wprk Qke political re- 
demption of New-Bttgtoud. It is this 
which is to open the eyes of the people. 
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What 1 -tkaU a fiMttoB «ba» IB the tiM of 
duriumt tad (Unfiri sidid viik the eee* 
niet of their covntnr; who, i^ben, the 

I wii ■ ■ ., of Britain were pour- 

hof v^n our shoreni tad threatened • war 
ef etteraUnatieo ; wbea hit ioeeadiary 
torch had UM in aihet e«r capital, and 
the fkte of cor floarithing country hang 
in ewftil snepense ; i^hen elf aronnd was 
dark and gloony, and fhe Milio upon the 
!hee pa«ed off Hkm the annhmm npoit ihe 
oceeeo, whieh the net* iodoiotioD of the 
weiw^ifheei, faitod tiieir rebellioHs t tand;. 
ard, and carried, with the wImIo etrength 
olpaity, ihe to«ch of ^dienMonand cteii 
war ;» who thceateMd todivolfe the na* 
tioMd eeeipaet ; to annul the CoostitiK 
tioo of the States ; to abotteh the laws of 
Congress, aod strore to tlirow the f node 
nod eeerj fieeal reeonrco i^to eonfusioa ; 
4Hdl these men he so festered anong ns, 
aadi tMr accniied designs shropded m 
da^inoM? No: We oinst never forget 

nsnst oeter oeeso to expose their 
Had die neasares tbej were 

Bcoeeded, woahetdd hoeeseso 
town ' arrayed in arms agUDsi town ; 
weiglihoer against neigldienr ; father a* 
g a i n it eon, and seo i^ost father. We 
Aonid here seen onr prood edifice of H- 
he iCy tottering to its baso, and hearen 
and earth, with one nnited roice, weeping 
onr premeditnted fete.— €old, indeed, 
end onfeeling most he that ndad, and in- 
senslMe that heart, which can, withoot 
emetfoo, n s i ec t on condoct so eainentif 
deprared— to shockingly atrodoes-^Bet, 
thank God, their designs upon the Jla. 
fHihlic hhvc lieen ifrnstfated, a«id onr conn* 
try restored to prosperity and iiappiness* 
James MadisDn, whom they souglit lo 
depose, stiit sways its destinits* He, like 
the bright landnary of day, which the 
donds of calamny can bnt transient Jy oh^ 
scure, pursnes his exalted course unshak« 
en and serene. Under the steady wisdom 
of this itiustrions indifidnal, the gorern* 
nenthasorqnired that stability, consisten* 
ef and splendour, tthich will long adorn 
'-for erar adorn this enried name of Ame- 
rtca.-*Let us then he rsgilatit and watch* 
fill for the preserration of these blessings. 
Let ns bear in mind that we hare men 
among ns who hare akned a blow at our 
liberties. Although they hare been foiled 
to their first attempt itUl they wiU be 
attire. Their plans are as multifonn as 
human ingenuity cfin derise. .Their great 



elQoct, the nltinude end of all theb ex- 
ertions, is to tear down from its base the 
Gr»«cian edifice of Republicanism, and to 
erect in fts room the G'»thic cuU^ of 
Royalty, Let us then, admc^h yoa to 
beware of such men; for Ihey v® ^^ hor- 
rible as the touch of the B^ilisV'— shun 
them!— fly them!! In thdr 'Looks is 
deceit, in their hearts is murder ! 

We think ito duty we owe onr couo- 
try, to publish, annually, the names of 
those who composed the ^^ Hartford Coo- 
rention'*~that they may never be forgot« 
ten. 
The following are the names^-fiz. 

Groioe Cabot, 

Natmah Oahe, 

Willi AM Prescott, 

Haerison G. Otis, 

TlMOTBT BlGELOW, 

Jo8HU4 Thomas, 
Samuxl S. Wiij>t:, 

JOSEFH LtMAV, 

Stx's LoiTG fellow, jr. 

Daniel Waldo, 

HopiJAH Bauss, 

Geo UQE Bliss» 

Chauic. Goodricd, (deceased) 

James Hilluousf-, 

Jonw TttEADWCLL, 

Zepiianiau Swift, 
Nathaniel Smith, 
Caltik GonnARD, 

RoOER M. SOERMAX, 

Daniel Ltma^i^ 
Samuel Ward, 
Edwaqo Manton, 
Benjamin IJacard, 
Benjamin West, 
Mills Olcott, 
William Hall, jr. 



Derate on tme Finances of the 
Country. 

(Mr. J. p. Gmt'i SpHekcniimudfimm p. 796. J 

The total amount of the loans for this 
year was 14,807,592/. ; so that there was 
no rery material difference in the two 
statements. This was the ? iew of matters 
for this year, and the Right Honourable 
Gentleman appeared to think that be 
cduld get through It rery satisfnctority ; 
bet the House ought to consider where 
wiD should stand when this year was orer, 
and the present resources bbould cease to 
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ofiirtta. In moilMr rti^liitioft be hU 
itetcd the MlowiBf ckavges for •trricet 
performed hi former jeersy which eouM 
»et reenr in utff fdtire jeer: 

Ordnaaee service, 1814 £9r,f05 9 10 

IWtto -.t8!5.--..;.. ..15.851 15 4 

Dtttoiff IivlMA«.iei5 **»«*l9,je4 IS S 

PasneMt of dtbeetnre^ ondtor the 

let of the 43d of tke Kinc* • • • 807^85 

Debt to the East India Company 945,491 14 4 

Dftto to (he Bank of Ellwand. -1.500,000 O 

Bahuicedeehf Ii^toiNl**»«*««*t,60A,5e5 t 6 

Making in all i^,961,603 11 3 

which could Dot be properly said to be- 
long lo the expenditttre jof the present 
rear. After the army ettiipales haid been 
laid before the Hoase^ sabeeqaeat esti- 
mates were presented which showed that 
the redoctioos proposed to be made from 
the charge of the liaff of the army ia 1 81 6 
would amoDQt to the aam of 40,287/. 12f. 
bat that in fntere years the same would 
amount to 81,597/. 6$. 5d. making in 
future years a furtiher saring in the ex* 
pense of the army of 41,300/. I4j. 5d. 
By the estimate of redactions proposed 
to be made from the charge of the 
ordaaace department, it appeared that 
these reductione in 1816 amounted to 
174,950/. I Or. making in future years a 
further saving in the eapense of the 
ordnance of 4%662L 5»* Now, if these 
sereral sums of 4,961,603/. 11^. 3c/. 
41,309/. 14r. 5d. aad 49,65^. 5^ making 
together 5,045,375/. 10«. 8d be taken 
from the sum of 39,723,630/. 12r. lldL 
the remainder might be properly consider- 
^ as the expenditure of the year 1816, 
^nd as the annual expenditure, if the 
^tabli^hments were not reduced, likely 
to be in future incurred (with the ex. 
Option of sariags from the falling in of 
pensions,. half-pay, and other incidental 
^penses) amounting to the sum of 
^7,677,055/. 9r. StL 

Mr. W. M. SiftTH rose to speak to 
^■"der. He considered thb one of the 
™ost interesting subjects that could come 
hefore the House^ but it demanded a 
Peculiar degree of attention, and unless 
t]^t attention were given to it by the 
gentlemen on the opposite side, very 
'ittla good could be expected to result. 

Mr. J. p. Grant was only sorry that 
"^ had undertaken a duty which required 
talents such as he saw at no great distance 
^'^ him (Mr. Tierney) to render this 
"^tfoct perfectly dear and interesting. 



Hf» was anniooa that the couatry should 
know the amount of the annual expendi- 
ture, which was ab6ut 27,677,000/. If 
from this expenditure were deducted the 
actual refenue ef the present year, taking 
away the extraordinary resources, let the 
House see where the revenue stood* Of 
the wayj and means of the present year^ 
the sum of 5,663,755/. arose from grants 
of the yea? 1815; to whidi being added 
rarious other items, which ooald uot be 
properly consklerea as the rereuue ef 
the preseai jrear^ there would reutaia 
9,aoo%000/. as the ways and meanaof &e 
present and future years. The result^ 
therefore, of these calculations was^ tiiat 
wehadonly 9,800,000/.of dispoaable reve- 
nue to meet anexpeaditure of ^,677^000/. 
taking (Grreat Britain and Ireland toge- 
ther. The last resolutioa at|Ued the difn 
ference, which, according to the present 
establishment, made the deficaency amount 
to 17,877,P00/. with, the exception •£ 
some trifling errors he might hare ttBa«» 
voidably faUen into. It did appear ta 
him to be the imperative duty of every 
member who had formed these views of 
the subject to state his sentiments to! the 
House. It was not for hiip to propose a. 
remedy, though he might have formed 
one opinion on thai brandi of the sub- 
ject ; the information requisite for such a 
proposal rested with ministers alone \ they 
must have cqnteu^lated the present litua- 
tioQ of affiiirs for m^iny jrears ; apd all the 
successful, circumstances. of the war had 
tfarowR large sum^ into their hands, to 
aid them in such .an endearour. But 
when the war was entered into last year^ 
he (Mr, G.) stated the dangerous situation . 
of the finances, aiui the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman opposite could not hare gone \o 
bed a single night without its coming home 
to his thoughts. He (Mr. G) did not 
expect much from the Noble Lord (Cas« 
tlereagh) — he was too much occupied in 
the gorernmeat ef France to attend to 
that of England ; but from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer he did expect 
something like an explanation. The 
Right Hon. Grentleman had made it a 
matter of boast that 3,000,000/. had 
been paid off; but that was out of the 
sinking fund, and he had forgotten the 
5,000,000/. surplus of last year ; so that^ 
instead of having paid off the debt, the 
Right HoUr CroiSlemen know^ whi» he 
prof^esed the present estaJbliflbmenl, that 
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dmt eitftUisbmciit exceeded by mafiy 
nulliont the, bigbiit revenno of a period 
df war, when the income-tax was in fall 
force. The expenditare of the present 
year amounted to 39y499«00(l/. ; the 
charge on the consolidated fund to 
43,800,000/*; and the revenue amount- 
od to 60,000,000/* and some odd thou- 
sand pounds; to that the expend!, 
ture for this year exceeded the rerenue 
of a year of war by seren millions* His 
ifajesty*s ministers never thought of male. 
tig an? redactions till the income tax was 
x^sed: and what were the savings that 
tbay had effected ?— ^atlier carious than 
important : they amounted to a small sum 
Ob the staflf of the army, and to a smaH 
sum in the ordnance department: out of 
such an expenditure as he had steted, tiiey 
amounted to 177,000/. : this was the re* 
duction on our army, nary, and ordnance 
expenditure of 23«000,000/. If compar. 
ed with the whole expenditure, it was 
fHfling indeed ; but if compared with the 
amount of the particular branches from 
which it had been deducted^ it was rather 
more considerable.' But the House might 
be tware that hiii Majesty's ministers 
could not save unless compelled to do so, 
and that they could save if thev were 
compelled. He (Mr. G.) tbooght say. 
ings might be made, bnt be was at a loss 
to conceive how, under the estimate that 
1^ been given in. If only a million 
could be reduced oat of the estimated ex- 
penditure, it would be notiiing towards 
what was required* It had been held 
out that no reduction could be made in 
^e colonies, and according to the minis- 
terial statements, so far from any hopes 
in Ireland, we ought, on their calculation, 
to set down ^,000 men as necessary ; 
then the number of men in this kingdom 
could not be lessened when there were so 
many in the neiglibouring states. From 
all this he did not conclude that great sav- 
ings could not be made, but that they 
tomld not be made wMi soeli rtews as 
odniBter'') entertained* He wisiicid t9 
ka0w what statement the^ would make, 
ini #bi|t pledge ihef would glv^ for HM 



large savtegs they bad proaiiid* He 
had now done wtd the exp^nditafe, and 
should come to the conslderAtiOii of the re- 
venue; he would ask if there was any 
rational expectation of an increast* of re* 
venue such as to meet the eiigencies of 
the case ? The revenue indeed was sink* 
ing and falling. If gentlemen looked to 
the papers before the House, they would 
find a surplus stated of 485,005/. (no great 
increase on a revenue of 66,000,M0/») 
But comparing the excise and castoiDS of 
the three last quarters with the returns of 
the three quartert preceding, there cer. 
tatnly was a OonMerable dimiOutioii, and 
(he 4i85,605/. increase hpon the whole re- 
venue, was accounted for by the rise in 
the item of stamps. The prospect was 
tnost cheerless, and he saw no hopes of 
an^ increase* What was the plan the 
Right Hon. Gentleman had proposed? 
To borrow of the Ditnk^? — even thai re- 
source must soon be exhausied, and under 
what circumstanees did be borrow ? He 
would have us believe in the probability 
of a resumption of cash payments ; but if 
they were not resamed now,' it would be 
found nepetsary to continue the restric- 
tions for ever, and tfafen the Right Hon. 
Gentleman could only look on to a fur*' 
ther issue, and a further depreciation of 
the currency, to relieve us from 6%r pre- 
sent burdens : if he had an^ plm it oust 
be this: but he (Mr. G.) was convinced 
the Uight Hon. Gentlemen had no plan at 
all; he was only gomgon Arom day to 
day, as occurrence:^ turned up, and trust- 
ing to hfs stars for extrication. If he 
(Mr. G.) could only obtain a pledge that 
the Right Hon. Grcditleman had any plan 
by which he could extHcate us f>om oiir 
present difikulties, he should feel at least 
better satisfied than he did at present. 

On the resolution being put ^<that' 
^' there has been voted for the service of 
*Mhc navy during the present year 
"10,114,345/. lU. 7rf.»'— 



III I \ II I 



Kriaiedi 



I Jby,«i4 far ATst. GeMBTt, Juu. No. 19^ Sftaod ; where all Cemmuoicsdaus 
(psil pai4) addnncd CO tUb EdRor, are requested ta bt forwarded. 



Digitized 



by Google 



cobbett's weekly political register. 



Vol. XXX. No. 25.] LONDON, SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 1810. [Price H.jd 



7tJ«jL 



[770 



TO THB 

Peofli op tmk Ukitid States of 

AMSRICiu 

BETTER XVn. 

SmigrmHon from England.^Btue idea 
of th^ Leechci* 



The subject of £i^gra/f on is becowiog^ 
«Tery day, more and more important. 
There ii now reallj an alarm felt on this 
account. It is not the miserable only 
that are in motion. I hear of most re* 
spectable and most valnable men, who 
reselling off in order to go to America. 
Indeed, I knozo the fact. But, Test your 
Cossacks should think, that I exaggerate, 
I win quote our London papers upon 
this subject ; and, -when I have so done, 
I will add some particulars, which have 
•ome within my own knowledge: — 
" Sometinne ago^" says the Morning 
Chronicle^ ^^ it was a favourite sentimeqt 
^^ among the race of Contractors at the 
^^ Pitt Club, < May they who do not like 
^^ tho country leave it.^ This was ap* 
*^ planded as a mout patriotic toast. It 
^^ appears that the success of the Pitt 
^' principles has brought the country to 
*^ that unfortunate condition, that even 
^^ those who love it are forced to quit it. 
** iVtfrer, in the memory of man^ was 
** there any thing known like the emi^ 
gration now taking place* The door 
of the Frepch Minister, nay, thestrret 
>>» wliich ho lives, is crowded with per- 
^^*<ui8 applying for passports. Thoa* 



(c sands have been issued- and those not^ 
^^ to needy ptrtons, bat to faMilies of ' 
<^ large fortunes — to landed proprietors— \ 
^^ to fund-holders— to mimttfiictsrtrs ttod ' 
^* artisans 4>f emine nc e- a nd to men At 
^^ the head of 'establishments, who arie 
^^ seriously contemplating the removal of 
<< their arts and their macliines, to plwes 
<< less burthened by taxation. The ox. ' 
'< tent of this evil wfll speedily be felt, in 
^^ diminbhed consumption— in the nam* 
'^ ber of persons thrown out of employ— 
<< and in the deficit of the Revenno. The 
^< river Thames presents a most dreary 
<< aspect There are not ithy foreign 
^< sail to be seen in it; and the London 
<< Docks, which nsed to reqnire fifteen 
^^ hundred hands^ do not nosv ewtployfio^ 
<< hundred. With an acknowledged de» 
" ficiency of \7fiGOfiO0l. per annum, wo 
^^ hear of these emigrations that will not 
^^ cost the nation less than ten or twelve 
'^ millions per annum ; and the sum spent 
<< by Englishmen abroad will act as a 
^^ subsidy to our neighbours, and will be 
*^ felt as such in tlid balance of trade, 
^^ thereby raising the exchange against 
<< us. It is little consolation to ue to 
<< know that the persons thus emigrating 
<^ from motives of ecpnomy, toill ho do^ 
^^ ceived^ihsit they will find theexpences 
^^ greater than they think of — and that 
'^ they might practise retrenchment m^uch 
^^ more certainly at home. All this alTordi 
^^ but little consolation to the tradesmen 
*^ who will lose (heir custom — to the 
<^ housekeepers who will be burihetied 
^* with increaseil poor-rates, to support 
** the unfortunate dependents wbovwill 
*' be (lepriv d of bread-^and (0;the?Go« 
^^ vernment that will sufier a lamefs^blo 
^'falling off in the tases. And soorely 

Bh 
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^^ it is a circnmstance to wbich Parliament 
^^oudjhby brfiHre they sepmnUe^ €• imm 
^^ HMr mo9i seriem^ mii fUUi u Wo are 
^^ on tke brinlL of a precipliDe ; and no. 
^^ tking bat a strong and decisive measure 
*^ of mHionai r$tr^nchmeM^ vrill save uis 
^< froa a valamity wbich it is Irigbdiil to 
^^ coiitefliplate. Tiis Is no time for the 
^ fiUiaf jip of useless pfttces with the sons 
^^ ^ Dttkesj wbO) either as prinel|>als or 
^ as coUahrsUsy ha?e been the itpes of 
^^ gMvMmrs smd t^mofwy tenders. There 
^^ mtist be* an end iio4 mevelj of corrap* 
^^ tion but of eitraragattce. And at we 
^^ find from daily experience, that the 
*** Vehuilcer Yevmanrj, at 41. per head 
^^ per aa»iiai, are as eflR^ttfal in keeping 
^^ die pfaee •f tiie country as the Dragoon 
^' Quards^ at lSO/< per head per annum, 
*^ w«tnast reduce our army, nnless it is 
'^^ ^otoally theogbt thtit h national bank- 
^ r wfi ry woutdnot bo a national eoiV." 

This, writer^ jrou will obserre, wishes 
to save himself with hb shop^keeping 
readers by obsefvlngf ihat emigrants to 
thO'CoDtiBent wtll^ be disappointed. He 
knoirs better. He knows that they will 
aieidtpi^inf their share of onr cnormons 
taae% wkkb tiike ftw«y more, perhaps, 
thaH:thliie.f(liKths of erery man^s income, 
who. has VO' profitable tirade or caUmg to 
casry On* The persons^- who migrate 
tkas,' kaaar rery ^eli .wliat they. are at ; 
asd, jnleei temeTiforoasiDeasvire of pre- 
TitttiM' bo- adopted, theif numbers will 
cooftiBae to'tncrease. 

Bmti tbe^serlons part xtf the business is, 
thaLemigrations ftf>m Bt^hnd to Ame» 
rkml This is what wiH stHke a forked 
sftii^iiitO' the 4ieart of the System. It is 
rety trao^ as the Mbrning Chronicle now 
obserret, and as I obserred iu my Fifth 
leMsrto you, dated on the 3M Mftrch; 
it is:rery true diat the' i¥rr€?bfig' hare, 
for years past, gireii as a- toast, the ex- 
pression of tbebr wish^ tlAtt those who 
dM ttoi-Hka the comur^ shtoald kave it. 
Tbeso' ioMleiit men^ iriKo, by cauntr^y 



meant corruption and taxation^ hare lired 
to see their pretended wish fnXfiNed. The 
attempt to strangle te power of Amorioft 
in the cradle has had a wonderfni eftct 
in exalting her character. It has gWeo^ 
rise to discusnom abont that coumtry, 
and out of discussions come knomledgem 
It has been in rain, 4hait the hired part of 
the press has labonred to gi? e a check to 
this emigration. People hare seen, that 
the facts which I hare stated cannot be 
contradicted. The whole nation knows, 
that a day .labouring man, in America, 
can, if he will, ^rm H^ pHce ef Aoff- a 
bushd of flour in a day; and, there are 
now rery few persons, who do not know, 
that it is taxes, whic^ make paupers. To 
men, who hate worked hard all their 
Iff es, and hate just obtained what they 
deemed sufficient to set their childrea 
forward in the world, the change of the 
times has gireii a serious shock. Tbey 
see clearly, that the burdens of taxation 
nerer can be lightened/nnless the funding 
system be blown upy and, of the conse- 
quences cf thai they are afraid. To lose 
their all through the taxes or through 
popular tumult seems to such persons the 
sole alter natire, if they remain in Eng- 
land ; and, therefore, they turn their 
thoughts towards America, the Continoit 
of Europe being suited to none but lazy 
slares. 

A few tlays ago, four men, the eldest 
of whom was not, he said, twenty-one, 
came to me to oflbr their services /o go to 
Jmerica. They came out of a rflh^^ at 
about fire miles distance, called North* 
Sioneham, and said, they had been told, 
thht I wanted labourers to go to America, 
upon condition of baring three years' ter* 
Oftoe as (the repayment of passage money' 
ou4i Tbese terms they were anxious to 
agreo to, and they appeared to be ex« 
ceedk^gly mortitbd, when they learnt, 
that I was no '^American Planter," as 
they bad imagined ; that I had the honour 
to hare been bom almost under te sbadc 
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of the same trees with tbenseWes ; aad 
that I did not want anj bodjfo go 
oat to Amerlea. .Thoilsands upon thoii- 
sands. of this description of persons 
seek occaaions to get across the At- 
laatid. I woiider for my part how 
the *niicem$ni has spread In the manner 
that H has! How the knowledge of the 
milk and honey has got iifte obscure 
Tillages. The Register te nfit, to hk sore, 
less nad than it- was before Sir Vicary 
Gibbs made his gMnd ossauit lij>on it; 
but, very few Tillages know iTnjr thing of 
the Register. Yet, the glad tidttigs have 
not been circulated throogii any 6ther 
priettng channel. 

Be the channel ^f' informhdon what it 
may, it is certain, that there never was 
any thing more talked of and thought of 
than emigration to America now is. The 
dismal part of the story, hoWevcf , is, that 
many hundreds of families of property, of 
great respectability, distinguished for their 
industry and knowledge of business as 
farmers^ are ietling off and preparing io 
depart. The hivi is all in coitrmotion. 
The Bies eieem resolved no longer to sup. 
port the Dtones and the Wmips, The 
former, unable to resist the demands and 
the stings of the latter, appear determin- 
ed to qnit the hire, to seek new scenes 
for their industry and a safe place of 
deposit for their honey t and those, who 
have insolently bid the discontented leate 
the country, stand a pretty fair chance of 
working for ihemsehevj or being starved. 
Howeter, we shall hare M th^ Knights 
and the l^irsons and Vicars and Cckratf^^ 
and all the Gentlemen in Red and in 
Bine with swords and helihets, atid all 
the Place-men, Pensioners, Contr«cW>rs, 
and Taagat her ers and Paupers. We shall 
hare all these left behitfd ; and a reify 
respectable population will they form- 
The wwst of it IS, that there Will be so 
few of us left to work for then*, they will 
be compelled, I am afraid, to labour 
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tbemsehres. 

« • • « « 

The reader wil) hardly beliere me ; bat, 
iince ike last paragraph uas wrUien, a 
young man, whom I ne?rer heard talk 
about going to America, has called upoa 
me, and actually taken his leave of me on 
his departure for that country. I asked 
^him what had decided him dH at once* 
He answered, that he was resolved ia 
spend no more of his Rfe ih working far 
the Roses, the Huskissons, theCatmiags, 
the Longs and the douhU Lad^ Lauhas) 
that the Giffords and Greens^ and D* 
Ivemois and Mallet-du.Pans should no 
longer sit astride upon his shOuldtrs; I 
told him, that it was not very pOUto to 
name a lady upon Such an occasion \ mid, 
that, as to Gifford, the Quarterly Reriew* 
er, I had him astride upon my shoulders. 
He found out others ; said he should hart 
no such people to support in America ; 
and according, not half an hour ago, I 
shook hands with him, and wished him a 
good voyage! 

Many men have recently returned from 
America to fetch their relations. A la* 
bouring man came to Portsmouth, a few 
days ago, from the UnRed States, for the 
purpose, not of taking out his wife and 
children (for they went with him), but 
\A% father and mother i This man has 
come aild found Portsmouth and Gosport 
in the depth of misery. There is not em^ 
ployment for a fourth part of the kbovr- 
ers. In such a state of things men vriH 
want only the means of gtetting'to Auevlci 
tb induce them tof qilit England. The 
man Here mentioned 'v^as ot of the del 
sct^tion of, those, ^kd, as the Morning 
Chrbttide stated, thtf dther day, went off 
and biMy left their wi^iM lind childr^ to 
b^ mmfhtkibed 1>y ihe* parish. ThW maa 
had got "his iHfe and' children with him ; 
but, he conW^ot efrtjdy the good- fort*»e 
h« kad vm >trlth, untH his fsrthor and 
Bbt 
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mother were there to enjoy it too. In- 
deed, I do not believe the story of the 
Morning Chronicle in the way it is in- 
tended to be belie? ed. ' Some men majf, 
and, I dtre say, do leave their families 
behind in distress. How is a labourer to 
aToid this-? His family is alwt^i in dis- 
tress. He never ha$ an^ moneg. How 
is he to pay for his own paaagej mach 
less for that of four or fife persons ? He 
must, therefore, either remain and be 
eaten up by the leprosy or some other 
disorder engendered by poor li? ing ; he 
must remain and see a swarm of ragged 
and filthy creatures -rise up about him ; 
or, he must set off and cam some money 
to pay for a passago for his wife and 
children. And, what does he do more 
than the Soldier is encouraged to do, 
and really receif es a bounty out of the 
taxes for doing ? The soldier is set free 
from all his engagements iiith master, 
parish, children, and even wife (as far as 
Coliabiting and maintenance go) ; and, if 
it be. said, without a laugti, that the hero 
is inspired with a zeal for his country,. I 
bare only to answer, that he, in that case, 
would need no bounty money to induce 
him to enter the service. 

*In short, every roan has a right to 
endeavour to mend his lot, and especially 
in a case were the people have been so 
insultingly told to leave the country, if 
-they did not like it; that is to say, if 
they. did not like to work to earn money 
for the Roses and Cannings and the 
double Lady Louisas. Verily this inso. 
len'ce seems to be upon the eve of receiv- 
ing its appropriate reward. It is not the 
loss of a man that England experiences in 
the emigration of an Englishman to Ame- 
rica ; it is the loss of a jpn^rrcfmon, a man 
of health, strength, sound lynstitotion, 
able to irork in his vocation, full of con- 
lidenee in himself, and also with some 
ientei^riie and personal courage. This 
anan is worth, on an average^ four of 



those that he leaves behind him. AncI 
that is not all ; the loss of four men is 
not all ; it is the loss of eight in point of 
relative force, seeing that the lour are 
transferred to America, whom the friends 
of die System of Corruption regard and 
describe as their ^' ntUural enem^,'*^ and 
of whom they are every day endeavour- 
ing, but In vain, to make us mfra^ 
Faith ! they will never again nrake us be- 
lieve, that the power of America is dan- 
gerous .to USt It is surprising how mndi 
the eytt of the people have been opened 
upon that subject within these six or seven 
months. Those eyes are now directed 
across the Atlantic, seeing that there Is 
the last liope of the oppressed and the 
miserable. 

Having mentioned the double Zrndy 
Louisas^ I will tell the story of one of 
them. *♦♦♦♦»♦*♦** ♦♦♦♦»» 

Yes, my old English friends in Ame- 
rica, you who used to join with me in 
saying, that all who were discontented 
here, were rebels, you must now with 
me, upon experience, change your tone, 
and allow, that a man may love hu 
country very well indeed, without liking 
to work to earn money to pay the amouet 
of the sinecures of William Gifford and 
that of Lady Louisa's pensions. At any 
rate, my good friends, you can blame no« 
body for leaving these things to be paid 
by others, seeing that you yourselves 
have so left them. If, indeed, yon are 
willing to contribute towards the support 
of the gentry, who eat taxes in England, 
and will actually send over your share of 
the expence according to your several ca* 
padties ; if you are willing to send us 
over about ffteen shitlings in the pound 
on your rents for your share of poor'- 
rates; if you, when you rent a house for 
a hundred dollars^ will send us over 
seventy 'Ji;9e dollars towards keeping our 
poor ; if yon will only do this to begin 
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with f K yoi^wiU oiilj ibare with as in 
this oae bead of taxation^ we will then 
allow you to find fault with us for beibg 
tKseoniented. But, while jou take care 
to keep on the right side of the watery 
and will contribute nothing towards our 
hmrdoDS, and yet reproach u$ with a 
want of lore of country, because we 
complain of those burdens, we sha)J> to 
speak in the mildest terms, think your 
conduct fery inconsistent and rety un*« 
jast. 

At any rate, you will, I am sure, be 
aahamed to pretend to censu-re your 
countrymen far teekimg to better their 
lot in AmerieOy seeing that you your- 
selves did the same, and that, too, at a 
time, when England was a paradise, com- 
pared to what it is now. The sinews of 
the country are really passing away from 
it. It is impossible to prevent this. There 
IB great talk of laa$ to. put a stop to it. 
Bat laws will come too late. Men will 
go as long as the sea is open. To keep 
them here, in the present arid approach- 
ing state of the country, there must be a 
wall boilt all round the coast, as high as 
the tops of the loftiest oaks. To put a 
stop to emigration, the way is to reduce 
$ke tasoesy so that those who labour will 
have enough left to enable them to life 
comfortably. Nothing but this will ido. 
Nothing but this can do;, and, in one 
way or another, this must and will be 
done at.no ?ery distant day. This coun- 
try ^ can nefer, I hope, dwindle down 
into a state of insignificance. 

The hired part of the preiTs is making 
great efforts to put a stop to emigration. 
Of these efforts the following, in the 
CouRiBB, of the other day, is a specimen : 
^^ Efery thing is tery dull in America. 
^* So great is the stagnation of trade that 
^' hut very few of the merchant Tessels 
^^ are employed. Our counirywuen who 
^ ha?e emigratedy are in a most deplore 
^abk state: upwards of 1000 of them 



^^ hare {qtpUed^ to the British Cbsuul aP- 
^ New York to be sent home voithpass* 
^' ports as distressed British subfects.^^ 
^o miihoriiy for this assertion is named; 
and, therefore, I set it down as false, f 
mean as far as relates to the emigrants^ 
for as to ■ the stagnation of commerce^ 
that I was prepared to hea^ of, and pre- 
pared my readers to hea> ol^ in JjBkBuary 
iast, upon authority of a letter recei?ed" 
from a very. inteHigent gentlemab in Phi.. 
Iadel[^iia. The country is glutted with 
English goods) a great part of which^ 
must.sellior less than the manufacturer'^ 
price.. The ruin of many importers must 
follow. Hence a stagnation of trade.. 
Besides, the mercait^'Ar people in America, 
will of necessity feel the effect of the 
shock here. Want of money here pro». 
duces, in some degree, .want of moiiay/ 
therej because a great part of the im«, 
porters of goods then depend upon long* 
credit in England. Baosides, generallyi- 
speakiog, the ruin in this country and in- 
France, though it must ultimately benefit' 
America, lessens her commerce for thor 
present^ as the sinking of either of these 
countries in the sea, would lessen that' 
commerce in a greater degree. But^ 
here is the difference between our situa»- 
tion and that of America: we hare an 
everlasting debt to pay the interest of : 
she has a debt to be sure ; but, th^ whole 
of principal of that debt is not nearly 
equal to one yearns interest of ours ! 

The paper-money in that country has- 
receif ed a blo». That is another oans^ 
and, I suspect, the gieatest of all the- 
causes, of affoigfia/loft o/comm^roe. But^ 
as taxation is so rery light, this cause wili^ 
soon be got over, haf jng left a salutary 
lesson behind It. It may possibly be 
true, that many emigrants are in ^^a 
most deplorable state;" for all man. 
ner of wretched people haTe crowded ta 
America. Oerks^ SUght-qf-hand Gem 
try J of Tar ious denonuaations* People bi^ 
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seareb of eating withoat working. Thtse 
1 have alwt^f eantioncd against going to 
America. Factors, speculators of afl 
sorts. TJiese maj be in ^^a most de» 
plorablo state ;" and I am Tery glad of it 
They will now be compelled to work. 
Bat, I will pledge my life, that no handi- 
craft man, manufacturer, working trades- 
man of any sort, or labourer, efer ap« 
plied to any body to send him to £ng* 
land, daring the last ten years. 

Far be it from me, kowerer, to con- 
template wUh pleature this abandonment 
of England by fa^r natural born sons. On 
the contrary^ I ften^ It with great pain and 
shame and mortiieajtion ; and, again I 
say, that England will again be fit for a 
free and industrfons man to life in. In 
tiie meanwhile, 1 hope, that those who re- 
main will lose no opportunity of express- 
ing their indignation agadntt those^ who 
hate made this unhappy country what it 
at present is. Above all things I hope, 
that the people will never be so base as 
to affect despair as an apology for yield- 
ing up their country without a struggle. 

The dismal situation of the country, 
the weight of taxes, the decline of trade 
and agriculture, the amount of the debt, 
the immense army, the myriads of pau- 
pers, the complete despair of any altera, 
tion for the better, the impossibility of 
longer disguising or palliating the truth, 
as to these matters ; all these have reduced 
the friends of the system to great diffi- 
culty^ They will not, however, allow, 
that ^is sad titate is to be ascribed 
to the war and the system of taxation. 
They cannot deny the existence of the 
calamity; but, they deny that the ca- 
lamity has arisen out of the i^ietn^ of 
which system if^u- have had a pretty ful] 
dsscriptioo. 

Pressed however, to say, whence the 
calamity hoi arisen, they say^ that nations, 
like indivkkiUsi have their rise and their 
decUne; that the Roman Empire rose to 



an astonishing height, and» at last emm^ 
bM to nothing ; that England la not 
exempted from this comwum lot ; that her 
turn seems approaching, and that that of 
America will come by and by. This it 
the language of the cool, sleek, tamo 
cheaters, who only care about djing fat 
in a feather bed. The hungry friends of 
the system, those who are upon the look- 
out for prey, or who have begun to bite, 
talk in a very different strain ; bat, the 
fashion with the cool and fat friends of 
the system is, to attribute the present ca- 
lamities of the country to a sort of n^iurul 
deeUne; so that they would be looked 
upon as not doing the country any harm 
by living in laxiness upon the fruits of the 
labour of others. It is not they^ who hare 
hurt the country. The country is in a f^^^ 
ver ; terribly convulsed ; every symptoila 
of approaching weakness^ if not of disso^ 
lution. But, it is no fiMilt of these good 
people ! Their being continually suck- 
ing its blood and gnawing its flesh does it 
no harm. Its ailment is a natural de- 
cline i in short, it is old age, which,^ 
sooner or later, brings every thing In the 
world to an end ! 

I am not aware of any notion that man 
can adopt more bate^ or more tnischieooug 
, than this ; and yet it is ^' ailthefaihiom.*^ 
We do, indeed, see, that all animals and 
vegetables, rise^ decline, and fall : that is 
to say, all the individuals of the several 
, species of animals and vegetables. But, 
the species themselves net er decline and 
fall without great mismanageaaent, or, 
some extraordinary convulsion in nature. 
We see that the race of men in England 
increases rather than otherwise. Why, 
then, should fbe country (by which are 
meant the nation and its power and re- 
sources) decline with the number of iti 
year^P 

It is a base thought, and eaie which 
^none but a^ base mind can ^ndnro, that 
our comtry, the;^>ot where wo first drew 
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mj irlMre o«r toafiei w«re first 
heard, where odr little fbet aad hftndi firat 
felt their power, where we first thought, 
where love first warmed our hearts, where 
0Qr parents tie hnried, and from the name 
and fame of which, he they good or he 
they eril, we nerer can detach ourselres ; 
it h a mark of inherent haseness to bt 
mdle to eniettain the thought^ that onr 
conntrj, that all which is embraced by 
that name, is upon the declincy and is 
deemed te perish ! Where, except 
among knarish priests and public plttn- 
derers, is the man, who coald endure the 
thought (much less state the fact coolly) 
that his own reputation is on the decline 
and will be wholly gone in a few years i 
And yet, if a man were to endeavour to 
get rid of bis connection with his country, 
the folly of snch attempt is equal to its 
baseness. The thing is impossible, when 
the country, like ours, is of great and 
mighty consequence in the warld. The 
aatiTe of an obscure Canton, or ef some 
petty principality, known to the world 
ottly through the means of map-makers, 
and the rulers of which are about upon a 
lerel with their Majesties of Clubs and of 
Spades ; the native of such an insignifi* 
eant spot may pass threugh life without 
any antiety about counir^ That which 
is not known to the world can lose no 
repntation. But, the native of a country 
so renowned as England ; of a country so 
famous for all that most strongly attracts 
the admiration of men ; of a country 
whose genius and power hare, for ages, 
been such as to make her views and inten- 
Uons an object of solicitude with every 
nation, and with every enlightened indivi- 
dual, in the world ; of a country famed 
for her laws, famed in arts and in arms, 
lamed for the struggles which, age after 
age) her sons have held with tyranny in 
every form it has assumed* and, beyond 
efen all these, famed for having gifen 
birth to and mred np to manhood those 



man of auitehless vMom aftd ? ivtae, who, 
by carrying her unadulterated prtaoiples^ 
across the Atlantic, have there turned, at 
it were by magic, a trackless wildemest 
into a civHiEed, flourishing Empire, equal 
in population to Eaglaad herself,, and fait 
becoming her rival in every thing of 
which nations are proud : the native of 
soch a coiintry cannot meak if he would.. 
His very name of Englishman is a chal" 
lenge to criticism. People will n6t stop 
to hear what pariif he is of. Being an 
Englishman is enough ; and, if his coun- 
try sink in reputatioa, he, in some degree, 
sinks too, in spite of all the salvos that he< 
may endeavour to invent. 

Therefore, besides the excessive base* 
ness of talking co<^ly about the natural 
decline of the country, the folly is extreme 
in any man who has any sense of shamoy 
or who has one spark of courage left in- 
his bosom. 

But, the mischievousneis of this doc* 
trine is fully equal to its baseness. It is 
the doctrine of predestination applied to 
nations, and applied in its worst sense 
too. Only make up your mind to being 
damned, and, of course, you may do what 
you like in the way of robbery and mur- 
der, if you can contrive to set the gallowa^ 
at defiance. And^ only make up your 
mind, that you ore to be a slave, and that 
your country is to become a den for 
slaves and poltroons ; oitly make u^youit 
mind to thiSi and you will, neither in 
word or deed, attempt to oppose tyranny 
from within or conquest from widioat* 
The end ef this degrading doctrine is to^ 
make men indtfierent about the acts of. 
the government : and, truly, if the conn-^ 
try be to perish ; if it be approaching 
towards a natural and inerntable termina- 
tion of all its greatness and fame ; if thia 
be thrcase, it is not worth men's while to* 
trouble themselves about what is done to- 
the country, all that they have to da 
befaig to take as good care as they can of 
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tbemsclfes ; and, by no meant to ran tnj 
unnecessary risks. Nay, seeing that the 
thing If to be broken up, there cannot be 
much harm in taking part rn the piHage, 
as sailors do in the contents of chests on 
board a ship which is just going to pieces. 

It is with a ?iew of justifying this last- 
mentioned species of conduct tliat many 
persons resort to the doctrine of natural 
decUne ; as if they were to say : ^^ it is 
<^ no matter ; if we do not suck out the 
<< blood of the Country, others will ; 
'' seeing that it U to perish at such a 
^^ timo/* I trust, howe? er, that the day 
is not distant, when ike people will con- 
fince these leeches, that the country is 
not doomed thus to perish ; but, that it 
has enough of its ancient spirit left not 
only to rt'scue it from its present state of 
degradation^ but to do complete justice 
to all its enemies, internal as well as ex- 
ternaU 

Wm. Cobbett. 



INSURRECTIONS 
/n France and England. 

It is curious to obsert e the exact pace, 
which is kept by the two* Governments, 
that of the Bourbons and ours, in puttiog 
down insurrections in their respective 
countries. A few days ago, we were told 
the troops at Ely had siezed the arms of 
the people, and, amongst the rest a great 
nomber oi fowling pieces. To- day we are 
toldj in the following words, of what is 



'^ commenced yesterday, according to tk« 
** orders of the Mayor." 

'I'he Readers of the Register have seen 
enough of the employment of Troops as 
custom-house officers in Ireland ; and 
now we are told, that the Duke of Wel- 
lington has agreed to employ the allied 
troops in the same way in France^ upon 
condition of their receiving a per-centage 
on the amount of goods that they may 
sieae I Thus will profit and glory be 
made to unite in a manner never before 
thought of. 

The executions at Grenoble have taken 
place sometime ago. The Bourbons are 
more rapid in their movements in matters 
of this sort than our government is. But 
they ««♦«*«*♦****»♦* 
« # « « 

To return to the march of Justice io 
England. I will insert the charge, which^ 
it appears, the Judge, Abbot, gave to the 
Grand Jury upon opening the Special 
Commission at Ely. But, before you- 
come to the Jud^e^s Chaise, for Qod's 
sake read the introduction^ and note the 
words, which yon there find in italicks 
and C 4 PITA LS. Look at those words I 
Look at them! But, it is impertinent 
thus to teaze you. 1 will reserve my 
comments to follow the charge. 



doing, and has been done at Grenoble, 

An article from Grenoble of the Bth of 
June, says, " the situation of this depart- 
^^ mcnt continues to be altogether satis- 
" factory. The disarming is every where 
^^Jinishcd without any difficulty. The 
^^ warlike arms have been taken out of the 
<^ hands of th6 inhalntants of Grenoble^ 
*^ and the return of the fowling pieces 



'^ This day, at ten o'clock, the Hon. 
^'Mr. Justice 'Kdbott, Mr. Justice Bur- 
^' RouGU, and Edward Christian, Esq. 
" Chief Justice of the Lie of Ely, arrived 
'^ iu this town, preceded by a cavalcade 
" consisting of the principal inhabitants^ 
^' and immediately repaired to the Court 
"house, where they opened a SpeciaL 
'^ Commission for the trial of the persons 
^^ charged with having riotously assembled^ 
" and committedvarious felonies at Little- 
" port and Ely. The Commission having 
" been read, the Judges proceeded to (he 
** Cathedraly where divine service was 
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*^ performed, and a sermon preacked by 
« THE REV. SIR E. B. DUDLEY, 

^' tiie Court reassembled at qne o'clock, 
^^and the prelimioary business being 
** coDclnded and the Grand Jury sworn, 
^< Mr. Justice Abbott addressed them to 
^< the following effect : 

^' ^ Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 

** * You hare been called together at 
'^ this unusual period, and with the pre- 
^^ sent solemnities, in consequence of 
*^ some ?ery daring acts of outrage com- 
^^ mitted by ?arious misguided indi? iduals 
<*iii this town and its neighbourhood, 
<^ wliioh must be still fresh in your re- 
^^ collection. In contemplating the na. 
" ture of these atrocities, it is impos- 
'^sible to consider without commenda- 
^< tion the conductors of those prompt aid 
** efficacious measures by whfch, after it 
^^had domineered for seyeral days to- 
<( gedier, the spirit of tumult and de? as- 
^' tation was finally subdued. The na^ 
' ^^ tural progress of triumphant iusnrrec- 
*^ tion Is to Increase in fury, and to grow 
^^ larger in its demands, until from rob- 
^ bery it proceeds to the burning of 
^^ houses and the murder of their inhabi- 
<^ tants. Although no offences of this last 
<^ and highest kind will be laid before 
^< you, yet it appears by the depositions 
^ that some crimes of a Tery deep die 
^^ haTO been committed. Of some of 
^^ these, considering the situation of their 
^^ perpetrators, it may be difficult to 
^^ penetrate the motive ; and it may be, 
^^ as often happens in such cases, that it 
^^ was hardly know to the offenders them- 
^^ seWes. The pretence for these lawless 
*f disturbances seems to have been the 
^^ necessity of an advance in the wages of 
^^ husbandry ; but the circumstances of 
^^ some among the offenders do not cor- 
^^ respond with the supposition of such 
^^ an object. It bad happened, that the 



^< hardihipg necessarUy^fhdderU to a itaie 
<* of poverty J were aggravated by the 
^' peeuiiarity of the seasons^ and the tem* 
'^ per of mind which was thus produced 
''^appears to have been inflamed by de- 
^^ signing persons into a settled hostility 
" agcnnst the higher orders of society, ^^ 
^< This spirit soon manifested itself in the . 
*^ destruction of property, as if labour 
^* could be encouraged, and wages raised, 
" by the ruin of those who are to employ 
^' the one and to pay the other. In no 
^< country in the world are there so many 
^^ institutions for the humane purpose of 
'^ administering to the wants and necessi^ 
" ties of the poor — in no country does 
^< both public and private bounty flow in so 
^^ many streams for the comfort and re- 
^^ lief of the distressed classes of the com- 
<^ munity. It is to be observed, too, that 
^' the money which was taken from in^r* 
^< viduals on this melancholy occasion was 
<< not applied to the support of the families 
^^ of the offenders, but was consumed in 
^< riot and intoxication, by which the 
^^ blood was heated, the understanding 
^^ confused, and the spirit inflamed to acts 
^< of further and more violent aggression 
^^ against the persons and property of 
^^ their neighbours. The number of per. 
^' sons engaged in the commission of these 
^^ offences is so considerable that it has 
<^been deemed necessary thus suddenly 
^^ to call you together, in order that the 
^^ innocent may be restored to liberty 
^^ without delay, the guilty brought to 
^^ punishment, and the peaceable inhabitant 
^^ convinced that the laws are effectual 
^^ for his protection and his vindication. 
^' It is the first time that such a proceed- 
^< ing has been deemed necessary in this 
^' place^ and I sincerely hope it may be 
^^ the last. I am. not aware that the task 
^^ which you are now called upon to 
^^ execute, however painful, will be at« 
^^ tended with any extraordinary difficuU 
^^ ties. Judging from the depositions 
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<< whkh lie before me, the capiU) ideoiet 
^^ which will be presented to you resoWe 
<^ themseWes into the three different crimet 
<< of berglarj, robbery from the person, 
^^ and 'stealing in a dwelling-houBe. It 
*< il fit, howerer, that I should here niake 
" one obserTStion, which k, that there 
^^ are many otfeoces cooMiitted by large 
^< assemblies of men, in which the guilt 
<^ is not confined to the indifidnal whose 
<< hand executes the felonious act AU 
^' those who are preieni at its commission, 
^ who fa?onr it with their approbation 
*' and concurrence, or who aid and en- 
« courage by their Toice or action, are 
^^iuTolTed in the same legal culpability. 
<< This is a principle dictated by reason, 
<^ and established in law ; for without the 
<^ presence of others the actual perpetra- 
<< tor might not haye been able to acoon- 
^^"pllsh the criminal purpose, or might 
<^ haf« been deterred from attempting it 
<< by the exertions of the well^isposed. 
" With regard to the particular crime of 
" burglary, it may be proper for me to 
<^ remark, that it consists in the breaking 
<< of a house at night with intent to com 
" mit some felony. What the nature of 
^ this felony may be is not material, nor 
<^ is it necessary, in order to constitute 
<< burglary, that the felonious intention 
'< should hare been carried into effect. 
^ The circumstances nnder which the 
<^ breaking at night has been etfected, 
<< must form the evidence of the intent 
<< with which it was done. All who then 
<< enter are equally guilty ; and the same 
*^ rule applies to those also who keep 
^^ watch whilst others enter. £?en if the 
^^ entry should be. made in consequence 
<< of the door being ef«ned by the owner 
<< himself under the inioence of artifice 
<< or threats, it is in Contemplation of law 
" a burglary; for the law will not suffer 
^< its wholesome restraints to be evaded 
ii by the shifts and contrifanc4s of a 
<< felon. Under the suliject of robbery 
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" fmn the person, it may be imiiortent 
^< for you to ioqnir% whether tlie moncj 
'^ raised by a riotous assembly is to be 
<< considered, in the cases to which youT 
^^ attention will be drawn, as a volantarjr 
<< contribntien of the hidifUoals from. 
'^ whom it was taken, or ns extorted b^ 
^< Tiolence, or nnder reasonable fear. 
^^ In the consideration, however, of what 
^^ amounts to this offence, it Is not neces* 
^< sary to advert either to the time or the 
^^ place of its commission. To steal in a 
^^ dwelUng-house has been made a capital 
<< felony by ihnny sUtutes, but it u nenes^ 
'< lary ^at the larceny sfy^uM be aetnalljr 
** committed. Without troubling you,. 
" however, by reciting a series of legisbu 
<< tive enactments on this subject, Ishonldl 
<< advise yon generally to return the biUa 
<^ is they sire presented to y«u, and leave 
^ any dlfficnUy of legal consti^ctioB to^ 
^^ that more accurate investigation wMcb It 
*' will afterwards receive in th;»pface. Ott 
'* the nature of ordinary riots and breacfe 
<^ of the public peace, yon can require 
<^ no fnstructien from me r but on everjt 
" occasion, as well as the present, the 
" Court will be happy to afford you all 
"the assistance in its power. With re* 
" gard to thedeseri}ition of ptoof which 
" will be laid before yen, tbere Is little 
^< to be remarked, fi^rtfaer than that there 
" is reason to beMeve it will in most casea 
" be satisfisctory— the evidence of eye^ 
" witnesses upon uets done hi open daj 
" and witheut any disgnise, la semeuN 
^< stances by neighbour uj^ion ne^bbew, 
" so bold and daring wia the violatleik ol 
« the public peace. If the evidence of 
^^ aceomplices in these transactions should 
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<^ be •fiked to |im, jroa will receive it 
^^ with caution, and fjkt creMt to k oalf 
^ when confimed or supported by more 
^^ Qnesceptionable testimoiij. I cannot 
^^ condude this addrete withoat eaborting 
*' 70Q to proceed wkh a calon and teoi- 
^^ perate, but writh a firm and mwd^ de* 
^ terminaiion-^on the one kaitd, not to 
^ conclude^ from your indignation at gnilt, 
^ too hastily, against the prisoners; and 
^^ on the other, that the serioua nature of 
<^ the charges shall noideter yon from pre- 
^ senting then to the justice of y onr conn* 
<< try. It Is ol the highest importaaoe to the 
'^ peace and safety, not only of this i«le, 
^< bvt of the snrroanding country, that 
^< all who are present on this solemn en- 
^ qoiry, and all who read the account of 
<^ its proceedings (and there are few parts 
. «< of tbe kingdom in which it will not be. 
(< read) nay be coininoed by tkt aaftd 
(c hMon oteJb may h^rebe taught, that 
^< whatever wild or chimerical notions may 
^^ prerail of the power of an armed muUi- 
^^ tade, the law is too strong for itsassaU- 
^^attts; and that, bowefer trimnphant 
^^ or deetrncthre their sway for a few 

«< days, those who defy the law will «lti- 

^^ mately be cempelled to submit either 

<* to Its justice or its mercy.' 

<^ The grand jnry then retired, and the 

<^ Court adjourned tHl to-morrow mom- 

^( iag at nine o'elock." 
^^ The calendar consists of d|f %49a per- 

^ $am^ mine imfy qf whom are out ou bail; 

^^ all the rest arein prison. Their trials are 

^* not expected to la»t beyoAd Thursday/' 
Now, ♦♦•*♦♦♦♦••••♦•*•••. 

Thus you know the truth of wbct Is 
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goiiig on, though it is hidden Insoi nearly 



ail the people of England; 

We shall soon hear what the end of 
these proceedings is, and, I dare say 9 
that the Cossacks of America will rejoice 
at the Of ent. I should not mnch wonder 
if tiey were to think the matter worthy 
of being celebrated by processions and 
thanksgirings* 

In spite, however, of the awful example, 
about to be made at Ely, and the pains 
wlncL the l^ndon " Loyal " press hat 
taken to drcoiaee the Judge's diarge all 
OTor the country, in a verhoHm form, the 
rery next day's post after it was dellTered; 
in spite of snch sealons efforts, efibrts, 
indeed, whieh appear almost fiipfmo- 
tural^ for, how was the Loyal publlslMr 
in London to get, word for word, on 
Tuesday morning, very early^ a Judge's 
charge, delivered at Ely, on the Monday, 
at earliest, after the ^verend Sir Henry 
Bate Dudley Baronet's Sermon on that 
day? Ely is 67 miles from London. 
The charge {word for word, mind !) must 
hare been sent off on the Monday Even* 
ing. The Judges arrived at 10 o'clock, 
preceded by ^^sl cavalcade'* of which I 
have given you a true account, and a very 
pretty cavalcade it was, was it not? I 
dare tay, that It was very much admired 
by the ladies. Well! The "cavalcade," 
be it what it might, prooeeded first to the 
Coart House, wherf the " Special Com^ 
mission " was opened. Well I Then the 
Judges (and the '^ cmvalcadey'' I suppose) 
went to the Cathedral. It must, sniely, 
have been noon by this time. Then 
<« Diviue Service was performed, " and a 
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Sfnnoitwu preached hj the Rer. Sir Bate. 
ExpedUious as Sir Bate might be (and he 
it, indeed, though aged, a most acthe as 
well as TaloroQS member of the true 
Church Militant) the ^^ Dirine Ser? ice '' 
•f a Cathedral,' and that, too, upon so 
solemn an occasion, could not well be per* 
formed, together with the sermon, in less 
than three hours. Then there was re- 
opening of the court ; the swearing in of 
the Grand Jury ; and the delivery of the 
diarge. All this must have brought on 
stz or seren o'doek. How expeditious ; 
how quick and how able, must the re* 
porter of the charge bare been ! Word 
for word! What an able set of people 
follow these judges upon this great occa- 
sion! There can be not the smallest 
doubt, that the charge, &c •*••**•♦ 

Howe? er, be this as it may, the pains 
that are taken to icour through the coun- 
try this charge shews that no little im- 
portance is attached to it. But» as I was 
going oh to obser? e, in spite of the bold 
language that is used by the hired writers 
of the day, we see, all o?er the country, 
that the people of property are endea- 
Touring, by conciliation^ to keep the 
people quiet I will here give two in- 
stances. Liecester and Liverpool. 

LiECESTEft. — " A Meeting of gentle- 
<( men connected with the hosiery busi- 
^< ness, took place last eyening, at the 
<< Exchange, for the purpose (as we un- 
^< derstand) of ascertaining the number 
^< of persons out of employ in thid town 
** and its Ticinity, dnd of considering the 
« best means to be adopted for aUeviatmg 
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^^ their present distreises* A similar 
^< Meeting took place at Hinckley, a few" 
^* days ago, when the more opulent part 
^< of the inhabitants agreed to lend a 
<^ certain sum of money for the purpose 
^^ of buying materials^ &c. to be worked 
^^ up by each person out of employ, 
^^ limiting the quantity of work to the 
<< number of each indMdua^s famify^ 
(< a Committee was appointed to take 
^^ the management, and to dispose of the 
^^ goods when manufactured, which, we 
^^ understand, it was agoeed should not be 
<< sold under prime cost. The Parish 
^^ guarantee the Subscribers agamsi all 
^^ lossy and also the payment of interest 
c< upgii the sums adTanced." 

I leaTe yon to guest of the state of «* 
country, where schemes like this are re» 
sorted t6 in order to keep the peace and- 
to preTont the ani?ertal destruction oi 
property. Do erea your OMtacks sup- 
poee, that this state of thiiigf' can imit- 
long? Not, at any rate, without the 
assistance of their prayers and thanks- 
gifings and ptocessioos? Do they think* 
that the people who have been fed in thla 
manner for a month^ will no4 want to be 
fed in the same manner for two, months .' 
And, where, do they think, that this^is 
to end? 

LiTERPOoc — *^^ Our accounts from 
^^ Lirerpool thb morning state, that the 
^< town has, during the last week, been 
<< thrown into a state of confusion and 
<' alarm by a hand-bill ha?ing been dis- 
<< played against the walls, s^ned by 
<< some SO or 40 indlfiduals^ announcing 
<< a determination^ on their parts to take 
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<< ' no direr eouiage except Bank tokens 
^^and the genuine coin of the Mint.' 
"The Lirerpool Paper of Mondaj 
«^8ajs— 'What recompense can these 
<f people offer to the numberless poor 
^* creatores, who with their helpless babes 
^^ tritorsed the streets on Thursday eren- 
^' ingy crying in rain for that bread which 
^^the siWer, earned by their honest in. 
^^dustry, could not purchase!!! Too 
"much praise cannot be gircn to our 
^^ worthy Mayor for the timely check 
^ put to these illegal proceedings. The 
" Mayor^s Address is as follows : — 
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** Tnm-Aatt, Uhmpool, lUhJme, 1816. 
*' A huid biU baviDg betti pobiiibf d« signed by 
** a eowiderablc mMubcr of tradtsmen, in whlefa 
^^itii.itatedy that <GoTerQiB€ot bad declared 
^ their ioteotioa not to talce the sheet and bases 
''•htllingi Aid iixpeDces now in eirculation, in 
^eishtBge- fsr.tbe new coinage/ the Mayor 
** tbiaks proper to oqnaint the pnblic^ that be 
** deemed it bis duty to reqoeat tho attendance 
^ at the Town-iudif of tbe indindaak who aigoed 
•fMch hand-bin. Tbe docoments produced at 
** tbe Meeting, and ibe retolt of tbe convorMtion 
^ which thespaaaed, fblly warrant the Mayor in 
** dadariog, that tbe statement contained In tbe 
^* bnnd-bHl nppoara to bate been eiprcMcd in 
** too general terms, and not to bave Iwen tuf 
''Mently explanatory of tb« meaning of tbe 
** patties, and tbat aU iliillingi and sixpences, of 
** Mint eoiaagOi may safely be lecfived in pay- 
^ mont, notwitbftnndiog the impression thereon 
^ am^ ha?o been womont. 

^ WM. BARTON, Major." 

^^ Notwithstajidiag the above address, 

^ confidence is far from lieing restored, 

; ^ and many indiTiduals still persist in re- 

^^ fusing aU silver unless it bears the mark 

*' e/a hcMd t^n it. Unless some further 



^< st^s are taken, me fear it wiU be^ at* 
<^ tended with the . most ruinous conse^ 
^^ quences to trade in general.** 

Thus, yon see, the Bee-hhre is all in a 
stir ! The peace has brought no peace to 
England ; and, as eyery wise man must 
see, no real peace can we have until this 
terrible load of taxes be reduced. . A 
singular, and very mysterious affair has. 
just happened in the ndghbourhood of 
London. ScToral days ago, perhaps 
twelre, a review qfthe troops omw, in the 
public papers said to be about to take 
place on a spot called Wimbledon Com- 



mon, about fire miles from London. 
Spectators assembled; but there was no 
review. It is added, that a heathy at a 
little distance, was, by some acddenty set 
on fire, and that <^ it was feared that this 
<^ might provoke the mob to set the ZDOod 
*^ on fire ; but the seasonable arrival of 
^« the GUARDS restored tranquillity." 
This wood is a country seat of Liverpool's. 
Thus, you see, these Guards are things by 
no means kept for mere shew. They are 
things of real utility. 

Nevertheless, whenever the people hare 
a fair opportunity of speaking their mind, 
they do it, and that, too, in a manner, 
which shews, that Mr. Jefierson is per- 
fectly right as to the feelings which ani- 
mate the people of Europe. Of the man- 
ner in which the people of England yet 
dare speak th^ir minds, I will, in my next, 
give you a specimen, in a relation of the 
late proceedings in the County of Kent on 
a proposition to address the Royal Family 
on account of the late marriage. 

Wm. Cobbett. 
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Debate oh the Fihakces or tbk 

ComiTBT. 



Mr. W, Smith rose to second the motiony 
and tlKHif^k grMt accuraej of detail bad 
bats broBgKt forward by th4 Hjoq. Motor, 
yet tUi was wU nacossary on his flow of 
the question. He did not attach any 
blame to his Majesty's ministers : the dif- 
ficulties in which they had been placed 
were an excose for many errors ; but he 
rooollected that he had seconded tW f%* 
pml of the iDcotte.taX) not bcoavte be 
thought the money was not waated^ 
but because the measure itself was so un. 
constitutional that he thought it incum* 
bent on parliament to redeem the pledge 
that had been gi? en by the minister, and 
repeal the tax. It might be said, that his 
Hon. Friend had erred in some tri^ng 
partieillars ; bat with that he had no* 
thing to do — those sums were so small that 
they made no impression on the total de- 
ficit. Under any riew of the question 
there was a deficit of 10,000,000/. and 
unless some very, unexpected eiphination 
were giren, the gloeasy conclnston to 
which bis Hon. Friend came, would not 
be got rid of. He thought that, after all^ 
if difficulties were looked in the face, it 
could not be disguised that sooner or later 
some reduction must be made in the divi- 
dends ; and though some gentlemen had 
looked to sedi a measore with the moat 
fbarful and gloomy apprehensions of the 
consequences, he did not th^nk th^t the 
effect would be so dangerous as was 
magined. 

The CuAMCELtoE of the Exchequee 
found it iorpossible to concur in the view 
whieh the Hon. and Leaned GeatleBiMi 
(Mr. Grant) had taken in the resohitions he 
had proposed : they seemed to him only 
to add one link to that long chain of 
fl|inlster prognostications with which the 
House was adflKmished towards the close 



of etery sessiov. In spile of all those 
pregnoslkatifAS we had hitherto tri^ 
nnphed over our difficulties, a»d he 
trusted that the present ala,rms^ would 
prove as groundless as the former. He 
hdd never disguised from himself the dif. 
ficiitties of our situation, but, compared 
with those whTch had been surmewitod^ 
they were net very alarming : we hsd 
long been contendln|| fox existence, and 
were now contending for a relief from 
our burdens; but he believed that the 
country would never 6e reduced to that 
extreme remedy which the tfon. Gentle- 
man who spoke \dkt had endeavonretf 
to break, to it. Hq wes convinced the 
House would never listen to so unjust a 
proflosai; under which the country would 
lose more by the wreck of credit and 
character than It coehl ever gain from sadi 
a breach of fiiith. The expenses of the 
present year had been met in a way tiiat 
gave satisfsetion, bat the Hon. Merer 
had asssmed that the expenses of ftitnre 
y^rs wo«ld be equal to the present. 
Neither the Hon. Gentleman ner himself 
conld say what would be the cireum- 
gtances of a future year ; but if the peaee 
eon tinned, a considerable reduction might 
be expected. It had 'been objected on 
former occasions that the expenses of the 
navy were too snudl as eomfMired with 
these of the army, bot it amounted to 
nearly as much for the preseat year, and 
he would ask whether a navy estiomte of 
10,000,000/. was likely to be approved of 
asa.reg«lar peaceestabliriiment? Ho hod 
sUted that there wai^ a dimtiMtion of debt 
this yeari and only 14,000,000/. had been 
borrowed for the whole United Kingdom. 
The sum repaid this year wonM egiceed 
the sua borrowed by tiwee nsillieas. In 
future years lie hoped for a greater in- 
crease of our income over the expend^ 
ture required for the public service. This 
was a consoling prospect after the vrar, 
and a state of tUngs which had occurred 
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m the first yeftr *fter Urn c&ttc\nAim of 
I1& former pMoe. At the end of the Ame- 
tkmn wer oar debt bid increased for some 
ytKTs; mod it was not till 1780, when Mr; 
Pitt estabKshed the sinking ftmd, that the 
itfiHnne of the year coald bafamce the 
payment of Ae interest of ^e national 
debt, und defray the charges of onr 
establisbments. The Hon. and Learned 
Gentleiiian,not satisfied with thb state of 
things, required a pledge from ministers 
of economj, and the disclosure of plans 
for prerenting the min he apprehended ; 
bnt he gare rerj little reason for maldng 
sudi a pledge, bj declaring Aat no pledge 
voold eitiier be properly giren or con. 
Sdently relied on. He (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) would giro no pledge, 
becavse ministers felt the obligation which 
thdr public duty had prened so strongly, 
that no pledge could add to its force, or 
aibrd it national security for its foifil- 
ment It would be rery Imprudent to 
gif e any other pledge than an assurance, 
that whatever should appear most condu- 
cire to the public welfure, would be sup- 
ported and carried into effect with all 
their zeal and ability. They would bind 
themselTes to no particular course of con- 
duct The Hon. and learned Gentleman 
had allowed an increase of rerenue to the 
amount of 500,000/. on comparing the 
produce of the taxes this year with their 
produce in a former year; but against 
this he stated the amount of the new taxes 
at 900,000/. and the increase of the pro- 
perty tax to the extent of 200,000/. mak- 
ing in all 1,100,000/. which, if deducted 
from the increased roTenue of this year, 
instead of making it appear greater than 
the last, would show a falling off of 
000,000/. He^had, however, stated on a 
former occasion, that if new djuties were 
imposed, others had fallen in and expired. 
It would be found that war duties of cus- 
toms and excise to the amount of 870,000/. 
^ been thus lost to the rerenue, which 



would do more than corer the excess of 
000,000/. mentioned as a falling off. He 
would Tonture to affirm, that down to 
April lut, 80 far from there being any de- 
crease, there had been an augmentation. 
He could not say what would be the state 
of the country in future, though there was 
a probability that there might next year 
be a falling off in some branches of the re- 
renue, from the distresses of the country, 
and some causes in operation, as failures 
in business, the results of which would not 
be seen till another year. On this pro- 
spectif e riew he could Tcnture to gi?e no 
distinct or decided opinion— far less would 
he wish to pledge the opinion of parlia- 
ment by entertaining the present resolu- 
tions. The Honourable and learned Gen- 
tleman showed something like injustice in 
wishing to bind ministers to economy and 
to a reduction of debt, while he took 
away their resources for meeting demands 
for the service of the country. The 
Hon. and learned Gentleman should rely 
on the wisdom of parliament, and the firm- 
noM with which the country would sup- 
pdrt what was necessary to carry it 
through its difficulties ; but he would not 
pledge the. legislature to any particular 
.course, and would therefore feel it consis* 
tent with his duty to more the previous 
question on the resolutions that had been 
read. 

Mr. PoNSONBT thought the House was 
obliged to the Hon. and learned Mover for 
the accurate and able statements of our 
financial situation which he had laid before 
it. Their accuracy was proved by the silent 
acquiescence of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman opposite, who had disputed 
none of the accounts. He only disputed 
the conclusions which had been drawn' 
from them; and those couclusions he 
(Mr. P.) was afraid would be found as in- 
controvertible as the figures on which 
they were founded. It was, a fact that 
could pot be denied, that we could not 
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mett the ezpenditare of next year with- 
out a great deficiency of ways and meant • 
Whether that deficiency amounted to 
eighteen millions, or only thirteen, or 
only ten, was a matter of little conse- 
quence, since any of these sums would be 
allowed to be enormous and alarming. 
For this eTil the Chancellor of -the Ex- 
chequer, bowefer, had a remedy. That 
remedy he did not explain, but as he had 
detected the remedy of his Hon. Friend 
(ikr. W. Smith), so he (Mr. P.) could, 
he thought, diTine his. The remedy of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was the 
property-tax. He had charged his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Smith) with despondency, 
but he would rather have the despon- 
dency of his Hon. Friend than the joy of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman. [A laugh.] 
He noTer despaired of the state of the 
country; but as our wealth constituted 
one of the chief elements of our power 
and grandeur, if we wished to maintain 
our position among the nations, we should 
husband our resources, and practise eco- 
nomy. He thought his Hon. and learned 
FrieDd*8 resolutions should be carried, or 
that he should take the sense of the House 
upon them. 

Mr. TiSRNEY expressed his satisfaction 
4t the able and accurate statement pre- 



sented in the speech of his Hon. and 
learned Friend (.Mr. Grant), and he con- 
gratulated the country and the Vouse oa 
the talents and information he haUl dis- 
played. The Right Hon. Grentleman 
(Mr. Tiemey) entered into rarions sUte- 
ments to support the calculations that he 
had formerly made, and those this night 
brought forward. He would recommend 
a committee next seaskon to take into con- 
sideration the financial situation of the 
country. At present we knew nothing 
but what the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
chose to communicate. At the end of the 
American war, the Chanpellor of the Ex- 
chequer had said, we were in a worse 
situation with regard to fi^^nce than at 
the end of this; but it should be re- 
collected that at that time we had Mr. 
Pitt for finance minister, and now we had 
the Right Hon. Gentleman. [A lai^b.]] 

Mtt« CouRT£NA.Y denied the reve- 
nue had iallcu ofi*, if we took a retro<^ 
spect of four years instead of one. 

Mr. TiERNET explained.- . . 

Mr., Grant shortly replied. . 

The question was then put snceessireJy 
on Mr. Grant's resolutions, which were 
negatived without a diTision by the proi^ 
v^ous question. 
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TO 



THE MEN OF KENT, 

On their late refection of Addresses of Con* 
graiuiation to the Royal Family^ on the 
subject of the Marriage of the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales. 

The Fictoiy obtained for the nation by 
the defeat of the projected Peace Property 
Tax has bocn looked upon, by some per- 
sons, as being f ery great ; but, supposing 
it to have been all that was expected, it 
was not for the nation^ a Tictory a thou- 
sandth part so important as that, which, 
to your honour, and to the shame and 
confusion of the friends of corruption, 
was obtained at Maidstone on tjie 17th of 
this present month of June. The victory 
ofcr the Income Tajc was, in great part, 
the work of the selfishness, and, indeed, 
the injustice of those, who had been 
amongst the foremost to begin, and to 
prosecute, that war, which had occasion- 
ed the enormous debt, which demands 
enormous taxes to pay the interest of it, 
and an enormous standing army to cause 
those taxes to be collected. In those who 
urged on that war, and who caused the 
money to be borrowed for the purpose of 
carrying it on, it was unjust, it was base 
as well as unjust, to shake off from their 
own shoulders any portion of that load 
which they had thus contracted. There- 
fore, the victory obtained in the case of 
the Income Tax, was of very questiona- 
ble merit, when considered in conjunction 
with the rootifes which led to it; but, the 
victory gained by yon at Maidstone is un- 
equirocally honourable to the persons by 
whom it was obtained, and there is no 
doubt in my mind, that it will lead to 
great natlooal benefit. 

The account of that memorable day's 
proceedings reached me first through the 
channel of a hireling daily London paper, 
t^ed the Courier. This account has 
since arrived at Botley in the Kentish 
Chronicle^ and also in the Mgidsione 
^a^cltey by the proprietors of all which 



papers, you, who so manfully rejected the 
proposed Addresses, and who (herein gave 
a proof of your good sense and your true 
English feeling, are abused in a most in- 
solent manner, being called by these hire, 
ling scribes by all sorts of names, descrip. 
tif e of worthlesslhid brutal men. 

It is mj Intention to show, during the 
present Address, that this abuse is wholly 
unjustifiable; that your conduct was 
marked by public spirit and sound s«nse ; 
and, that, the charge of being guilty of' 
low and despicable conduct belongs, in no 
sense, to you, but in every sense, to your 
adversaries. 

' Before, however, I enter upon the ex- 
amination of the matters, presented to me 
in the account before mentioned, and pn* 
the audacious commentaries of the mer- 
cenary writers to whom I have referred, 
the great interest of the subject appears 
to me to demand a brief statement of the 
circumstances which had occurred, pr(s- 
vious to the day of your meeting, and re- 
lative to the subject of that meeting. Be- 
cause, unless those circumstances are ta 
ken into view, neither your views nor the 
views of your adversaries, neither your 
merits nor their demerits, can be fully un- 
derstood, especially by persons in other 
countries; for, my honest Pellow*Coun- 
trymen, yourconauct on the 17th of June ' 
at Maidstone; the decision which you,, 
on that day, made, wiM the decision of 
every Englishman of sense who really loves 
his country, who exults in her true glory, 
and who mourns over her shame ; SLndiy be 
you assured, that there are very few na- 
tions in the civilized world, who do not 
still look with deep interest in order to 
dbcover what are the real sentiments, 
upon topics like the present, of the real 
people of England. 

Notorious, therefore^ as the circum- 
stances are to us, in this Island, it appean 
to me necessary to state, that, about six 
weeks ago, the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales was married to a German, called 
the Prince of Saxe Cobourg ; that the Par- 
liament have passed laws to give, at the 
expence of the people, to this new-married 

Cc 
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couple, in the first place, 60,000 pounds 
for what the Minister called an oui-Jit, 
Then 6u^000 pounds. a^ear as an income 
to li?e upon. BesideH this, it had b^en 
intimiited, rha' about 60,000 pounds more 
would *H» wanreti in order to purchase an 
estoti*, as a place of residence in the coun- 
try, which intimation is now actually 
proceeding upon by the Parliament, and 
the estate is reported to have been actu- 
ally purchased, and is to be paid for, it is 
aaid, out of the sale of Crown Lands ^ as 
they are called, but which Crown I.<and8 
are really the pcople*s lands, as no law- 
yer, who has any reputation to lose, ivtU, 
I am sure, dare to deny. Besides tWs, 
the husband, in case of the Princess's 
deaths \s to hare 50,000 pounds a-year^ 
paid to him by the people of England, 
Jor the remainder of his life J In addition, 
it has bef^n stared to us, that this German 
Prince has been appointed a Field Mar- 
shal in the En^lliih army. 1 do not know 
whether he is to hare any pajy on this ac- 
count, but this is a circumstance which is 
by no means to be overlooked. An Act 
of Parlinment has been passed to naiu- 
ralize this Prince, or, as it is culled, to 
make him a denizen. 

Bearing these circumstances and trans- 
actions in mind, we must also bear in 
mind, that, at the very time when the 
Parliament were passing the Acts to com- 
pel the nation to pay the aforecsaid sums, 
they were day after day and week after 
week, sitting in deliberation on what 
they themselves called, " ihc distresses of 
*' the country. ^^ And, my worthy Fellow 
Countrymen, do we not well know, do 
we not all feel. that our country then was, 
and that it still is, in a state of unde- 
acnbable distress? Have not Members of 
parliament giTen an account of whole 
Parishes deserted by those who formerly 
employ d the poor and who paid the poor- 
rates ? Have not others given an account 
of the. distressed and miserable people, 
not being able to obtain relief form the 
Parish, wandering about like Banditti, 
«eeking.(he means of sati^ffying their han- 
ger ; . have not other Members described 
the country as being deserted by the rich, 
who were, seeking, by flight to foreign 
countries, to get rid of their share of the 
borthci. S the National Debt, and that of 
iupportlog the army, the Royal Family, 
and that of maintaining the poor? And 
hare not other Members deteribed the 



honest, the laborious, the Tirtoous, 
part of the community to be in such a 
state as tor some of them tq'have request- 
ed of a Member of Parliament to get 
thero sent to Botany Bay^ as the means of 
better mg thsir loi? Nay, do not the 
'* Special Commission,'* and the dreadful 
preparations consequent thereon, now go- 
ing on tit the town of Ely; do not these 
proclaim, with awful voice, the deplorable 
and desperate state to which thib nation, 
this industrious, laborious, persevering 
and provident people have been reduced ? 
It is not I, my Fellow Countrymen ; 
it is not you, brave men of Rent, from 
whose li|)s this description of our country 
has proceeded ; no : it has come from the 
lips of the Members of Parliament them- 
selves ; ayC) from the lips of the Mem- 
bers of that very House, the two contend- 
ing |>artif s in which most cordially joined 
in voting the immense sums aboTe men- 
tioned, and in which House the most de- 
cided approbation of these grants of this 
distressed nation's. money, was heard from 
the lips of that very Mr. Brougham, who, 
io conjunction with Mr. Wilberforce, has 
been taking such infinite pains to better 
the condition of the natives of Africa who 
labour in the West-India plantations, and 
whose life, though it be not what I wish 
H to be, is a life of ease and of plenty 
compared to the present life of an Eng- 
lish labourer; and, what ought to be 
still more dear to man than ease and 
plenty, it is a life of freedom^ too, com- 
pared to that of the present life of an 
Englishman, if that doctrine be sound, 
which has, with regard to you, been now 
promulgated by the abject slaves of 
power, through the hireling press. For, 
as wc shall by and by sec, these men 
have the impudence to assert that it is 
only the Nobility, the Clergy, the Gen- 
tlemen, the Freeholders, and people in 
Office, who have any right at all, upon 
any occasion to express an opinion, upon 
any public matter, and that all the rest of 
the imtion, which rest of the nation con- 
sists, I believe, of more fhan ninety-nine 
out of every hundred men ; that all this 
rest of the nation, that ninety-nine out of 
every hundred Englishmen, are to be con- 
sidered as nothing more than mere dumb 
animals ; than mere beasts of burden or of 
draft, or, at best, than mere slares; 
while (shall not the insolent words hje 
crammed down their throats !) mco of 
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Title, Parsons, Placemen, Pensioners, 
and e?en Foreigners, ought to Have the 
deciding on whatever shall concern our 
characters, our means of li?ing, our per- 
sonal 1ib»^rty, and our Hycs! Yes, mj 
Friends of Rent, let us hope, at any rate, 
that we shall not all be put under ground 
like doi(s, before ^e ha?e seen the men 
who make use of* language like this, 
brought to a due sense of the baseness 
and the infamy of their conduct. In spite 
of all that we see around us; in spite of 
the miseries of all sorts, into which we 
are> plonged, let us hope that England, so 
long famed for the industry, the mutual 
confidence, the love of liberty, the hatred 
of oppression of her sons, and renowned 
more than for any thing else^ for the 
struggles which those sons have, at 
▼arious times, made in c^efence of human 
rights ; let us hope, that, in spite of the 
dismal gloom that hangs over us, England 
is not doomed to put up quietly with such 
audacious insolence as this. 

Many things have occurred of late to 
rerive and to cherish this hope; but, as 
for myself, I seriously declare, that no- 
thing has occurred, for many years, or, at 
least, within my recollection, so cheering, 
as io public matters, as your rejection of 
the Addresses, proposed at Maidstone, in 
which rejection you have set an example 
to the whole nation, an example of the 
utmost importauce; and, you have, at 
the same time, by your resolute pronun- 
ciation of the single syllable NO, spoken 
thunder to your adversaries, who, by all 
kinds of shifts and tricks, are endeavour- 
ing in vain to recover from their conster- 
nation. 

In proceeding, now, to rebut the 
attacks of your calumniators, I shall first 
insert a narrative of (he proceedings of 
the 17th, according to the materials fur- 
nished me by the news-papers above-men- 
tioned, and by^ letters which I have re. 
ceivcd from Maidstone. 

It appear-, that, according to the usual 
custom, a re(|uisition had been presented 
to the Sheriff to call a Meeting of the 
Coun/y, and that, in compliance with this 
requisition, that gentleman appointed the 
Meeting to take place on the 1 7th of 
June, at thr town of Maidstone, that 
being the most central town in the Coun- 
ty> and being, indeed, the Counti/'town. 
The account of what passed has been 



published in the Kentish Chronicle of the 
18th of June, in the following words: 

^* Maidstone was yesterday a scene of 
'^ such disfrracefnl confusion^ as cannot be 
** recorded without the most painful feeU 
** ings^ by any man who wishes foi the 
^^ welfare and happiness of England. It 
'^ U already known that a requisition^ 
^^ most respectfhily signed, and embracing 
'^ the names of gentlemen of opposite 
^^ opinions in political life, had been 
<^ transmitted to the High Sheriff of this 
^^ county : In consequence of which he 
^^ appointed a public meeting to be held^ 
^' simply for the purpose of com^ratolatl 
^^ ing the Royal Family on the marriage 
" of the Princess Charlotte of Wales.* 
" Yesterday was the day fixed for this 
«* meeting to take place, and the follow- 
'^ ing is a faithful report of the proceed* 
** ings of the assembly : — 

** Though the meeting was to have 
*' been holden at twelve, it was nearly 
" one o'clock before the High Sheriff had 
" repaired to the spot, accompanied b)r 
^< several noblemen and distinguished gen* 
'^ tlemen of the county, when he opened 
" the business in the usual form, but stat- 
'' ing his concern that, owing to some sort 
*' of accident, the advertisement for the 
'' occasion had hot appeared in the Rent* 
" ish Gazette, though it had not been 
" omitttd in the other Kentish papers^ 
** Among the noblemen and gentlemen 
*' who were on either side of the High 
" Sheriff, we noticed the Marqui^i Cam* 
" 4en, Lords Darnley. Clifton, Sidney. 
"and Thanet, Sir Edztard K^tUchbull^ 
" Sir William Geanj, Sir Thomas Dyke^ 
" the Iton. Colonel Harris^ and some 
*' clergymen. Waggons were drawn out 
" in the usual form, but all the precau^ 
" tions used could not prevent the popu* 
'* lace from pro-occupying two of the 
" waggons ; and this disarrangement pre- 
" viously to the commencement of the 
" proceedings, had ' some effect in facili- 
" tating the objects of those persons who 
" had evidently/ come for the sole purpose 
" of stirring up rcmtance and noise, 

*' LoRH CuFToN' rose to address the 
" Meetinj^, (after the resolution for the 
" fir«5t Address had been read bv the flig^ 
" ^herift'and put). He beir^n by obser. 
** vinjj, that he esteemed it pirnrnlarly 
" fortunate to be his lot to present him- 
" self to the meeting on so propitioiis 
Cc^ 
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^^ an occtsloD, , and on a subject ivhich 

^^ authorised him to look forward to their 

^' unaniinous approbation. The resolu- 

^' tion he had to support was one whereon 

** he anticipated the vote of o? ery man ; 

^^ it was to carry, in the first instance, an 

^' Address of Cpngratulation to his Royal 

*' Highness the Prince Regent on the 

^^ auspicious nuptials of his only child, 

'^ with a Prince whom she herself had 

*' esteemed worthy of her choice^ and 

*' whose great and amiable qualities gave 

^' the surest pledge of beholding coi\jug€U 

** happiness again seated on the throne. 

^^ lie wished, indeed, that the motion had 

^^ fallen to bett r hands than his, since it 

^^ related to that efent which would pro? e 

*^ a blessing to the inhabitant of the 

^^ palace and the cottage — an efent so 

** calculated to rejoice every lorer of 

^' freedom^ and who had the blood of an 

^^ EngUahman still flowing in his veins, 

"^^ The Consort of our Princess was de- 

<< tcepded from an ancient and. illustrious 

^^ house* whose religion was in unison 

^^ with our establiihed faithy and who in. 

^^ fol?cd us in none of those continental 

*' arrangements^ which were adverse to 

*^ our interest. Had or^ formed the alli- 

^' ance which was in contemplation two 

^^ years ago^ it might have exposed us to 

^^circumstances roost ^nnpropitious to us, 

^' by being vexed and harassed with dis- 

^^ ptttes as to territorial rights, which we 

^^ should have been called upon to de* 

^^ fend, and which had ilnfortunately cost 

''^ US so much money and men. — It was 

^^ also a circumstance as gratifying as it 

*' was new, for Jie believed it had no pa* 

*^ railel in the history of the world, that a 

"^^ person of the elevated rank of the 

^' Princess Charlotte, was united to a 

^* husband pf her choice. Respecting the 

^' character of the Prince so selected 

^^ by her, it was happily the lot of 

^^ Prince Xeopold to be spoken of by 

^^ all with universal admiration. — HCries 

^«of < NOT ALL HERE.']— AffaJjIe 

^^ and courteous, be was well qualified 

*' to obtain the good will of all classes of 

^^ men ; while he had even now manifested 

^^ his foresight and independence^ by re- 

^^ fusing to accept of any rank or title 

^' that would interfere with his resolution 

^^ of keeping aloof from the different 

*^ parties in this country. We ou^ht. 

^* ladQod, lo thank Providence for so \ 



^'Jine a prospect of domestic happiness 
" and national «ecMf%— [LAUGHING 
«< AND HISSES;] and we had ool/ 
<< to regret that, amidst such scenes of 
^^ mirth and pastime^ it was the fate of 
^' an afflicted Sovereign to be unable 
<^ to participate in the joy which was 
'' poured upon his suHfects. Happy were 
^^ the royal pair, indeed thrice happy, 
" if they knew their happiness «— The 
^^ Noble Lord concluded by moving the 
^< addresses: --the first, offering lo die 
** Prince Regent the sincere congratula. 
^' Uons on the marriage of bit daugbtat , 
^^ and assuring his Royal Highness of 
^^ their being sensible of those blessings 
*^ which this country had enjoyed under 
^^ the sway of his Illustrious House ; the 
^^ second, to her Majesty the Queen ; and 
^^ the third, to Princess Charlotte and 
^^ Prince Leopold, with an eipr/ession of 
^^ hope that their union would be bene* 
*^ ficial to the nation at large, while pro- 
^' ductive of their domestic peace. 

'^ Colonel Haurjs said, he most cor- 
^^ dially concurred with the sentiments of 
^^ the Noble Lord, and begged leave to 
^^ second the addresses that bad been pro« 
** posed to them. 

^^ Upon the High Sheriff now puttii»g 
^' the Address to the Prince Regent^ 
^^ and the majority of hands proving to 
^' be adverse to it, no declaration was 
«^ made by him, on which the populace 
« tailed out, < WHERE'S THE MAJQ. 
" RITY ?»— That proposed to the Queen, 
^^ and those also to the Princess Charlotte 
'^ and Prince Leopold, experienced the 
'^ same fate, with mutterings of * SEND 
" UP A PETITION FOR EMPLOY. 
« MENT FOR THE POOR,' and < WE 
" CAN'T AFFORD TO KEEP FO- 
'' REIGNERS,' from the deluded and 
'^ disaffected in all quarters. 

^^ [Here one of the populace had the 
^' (ffrontery to remark, that only two 
'* hands were held up, except by the High 
*♦ Sheriff and his friends. Sir Wm. Geary 
^^ then challenged this man as to his 
^^ condition In life, when he turned out 
^^ to be a journeyman watchmaker, who 
^^ was only a lodger in the town.] 

^^ Sir W. Geary now endeavoured, if 
^^ possible^ to reckum the populace to 
«( something like 5eiti«, reminding them of 
^^ the manner in which he had represented 
^^ tliem. , He declared it aa his oplniea 
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*^ that no one qualified to enter into the 
^^ merits of the question could offer a 
*^ substantial ground for rejecting the 
*^ addresses. None was attempted to be 
•* offered, e? en bj those who clamoured 
*^ them down ; and, for his part, he felt he 
^' was securing the liberties of his coun- 
^* try in maintaining the present family in 
*^ the succession to (he throne. He would 
^^ finally call upon them as men of Rent, 
** zealou$ for the honour of their coun* 
*^ ir^^ to pause well before they passed 
'^ % judgment which he was confident 
** would be condemned by etery British 
** heart. What had been the conduct of 
*^ the Prince Regent in the transaction 
^' on which it was proposed to address 
^^ him ? Finding a ii^an of honour, and 
^^ to whom his daughter was attached, he 
** had acceded to tl^ feelings of her hearty 
^^ regardless of territorial advantages, and 
^^ acted as the kinde^^t of parents. Did 
^^ they wish to oppose such a character 
^^ as Prince Leopold, beloved by e::ery 
" one else? He would desire the ques^ 
^^ tion to be again put, as he wished to 
** see if they could conscientiously reject 
^^ it, for if such a decision were to go out 
** to the world, he was certain it must 
** disgrace them with every British heart. 
•* Sir Edward Knatchbull said, that, 
^^ after the manly and constitutional 
** speech of his colleague, he could only 
'* say that the line of conduct ju^^t r.'com- 
*^ mended, was the only one to be adupt- 
** ed by them. Had they forgotten the 
** circumstance •/ our good old Kingy 
*' when he once passed their toxsn^ being 
^^ borne upon the hands and with the 
" hearts of all; but what would be his 
•' grief,' could he understand they were 
'* refusing to approve of his son^s pursu- 
** ing his political sfeps^ tind even refusing 
** to congratulate that son on the pros- 
*« pect of continuing the royal line,-^ 
«<[HEAR, HEARIJ-Where was the 
<' man present, who would not desire to 
** be congratulated by his friends on mar- 
** fying his ozon daughter well f The 
^' motion \ had been seconded by an Ho- 
i^ nourable Friend of his (Colonel Harris, 
** of the 73d) who this very day twelve- 
*' month was fighting in their cause — 
« fighting in the Battle of Waterloo^ 
" where he bled^ and of whom those who 
*^ survived with him never spoke but in the 
** highest terms. He should again call 
** upon them to support the addresses by 
^^ one unanimous ? ote. 



<^ Amidst an increase of confosion and 

► *^ calls, the three Addresses were thea 

" proposed together by the Sheriff, and 

*^ lost, and no advocate for loyalty could 

** succeed, 

" SrR Wm. Geart was desirous of . 
^^ submitfing an alteration, although be 
*' was confident that the subject of th^ 
** Addresses was one upon which there 
** could be no objection, except a man 
** were the enemy of his country. He 
** would propose to strike out the words 
** * Meeting at Maidstone,^ (which alter- 
^^ ation they themselves would regret ai 
" another time) then to let the Address 
^^ be circulated widely, and signed by 
*' those who approved of the object of 
" them. [UPROARIOUS CLAMOUR, 
" WITH CALLING OUT « THEN 
" IT WOULD BE A SECRET AD- 
" DRESS.'J— Clamour should not pre- 
" vent him from supporting what he con- 
" ccived to be just ; he was a sailor^s son^ 
" and not easily to be shaken. Formerly 
'^ he had appealed to the state of the poll ; 
^^ and he would now appeal from the t/n* 
*' deliberating noise of that meeting, to 
" the good sense of the county. He 
'^ should therefore move, that the meet. 
*« ing do adjourn— [LOUD CRIES OF 
"xNO, NO! GO ON.] 

^^ The Hioh Sheriff having consulted 
^* with the Noblemen and Gentlemea 
'^ near him, declared the meeting to be 
" dissolved. 

" Those who really were competent ta 
'^ deliberate and vote then adjourned to 
^^ the Bell Inn, where Marquis Camden 
" was called to the Chair, the High 
^^ Sheriff not thinking it proper for him- 
^^ self to occupy that seat. After a va- 
" ricty of opinions hei^ delivered in a 
" desultory way, it was resolved, on the 
" motion of Sir William Geary, which 
" was seconded by Sir Thomas Dyke^ 
'^ that the Addresses should be trans- 
^^ mittted for signature to the principal 
^^ towns in Kent, and returned through 
" Mr. Scudamore, -of Maidstone. — Every 
" one was confident of the result. Sip 
" Wm. Geary said, he should feel it a 
^^ particular duty to accompany the pre-^ 
" sentation of them, together with the 
** High Sheriff, and he hoped that all the 
'* Noblemen and Gentlemen now present 
** would honour them with their com- 
'* pany too, 

*< lHothing like rioting was attempted 
<* on the part of the persons jmho failed 
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^^ on the riding side during the first 
*^ meeting, though it was afterwards re- 
*' marked that some menace had been 
*** uttered by someone^ and though mat- 
^' ters might have assumed a more seriou*^ 
"aspect, if the meeting had been pro- 
^Monged. The fact plainly is, that it 
^* ought either to have been adjourned or 
^* dissotved, the moment the spirit ©f con- 
^^tumaof was sren." 

Thus, my friends of Kent, we hare be- 
fore us the hireling account of the matter. 
LTpon their own showing, the '* disgrace^* 
belongs solely to y«»nr adversaries. Here 
was ** no rioting^'* they themselTcs say. 
No violence of any kind. The questions 
were proposed to the Meeting ; the Meet- 
ing rejected them ; and, all that was, in 
point of form, amiss at the Mating, was, 
that the High Sheriff did not declare the 
decision^ and then dissolve the Meeting, 
th^ business of the day being ended. 

But this is not a true account of what 
passed. It is a partial account, at least, 
as will, indeed, easily be believed by every 
one, who ob!»erves the disposition^ which 
the editor of this enslaved news, paper has 
displayed. But, a letter, tvhich I have 
received from near Maidstone, dated on 
the 18th instant, ^ives an account of some 
particulars, which it was a base act in 
the Editors of the Kentish Chronicle and 
Maidslone Gazette to omit to notice, 
especiallv as it has been alledged against 
the Men of Kent, that they gave no rea~ 
sons; ihsLi they stated no grounds of ob- 
jection. My Correspondent's contains 
the following relation of particulars. 

" Sir,— You will cee by the paper, 
*^sent for your information this post, 
*^(the Maidstone Gazette) the proceed. 
^^ irigs of a County-Meeting, held at this 
*^ town yesterday. The statement being, 
** as far as it goes, tolerably accurate, it 
*^ will be needless for me to trouble you 
<^ in detail. Suffice it to say, that, al- 
*^ though if is asserted {Jalselij)^ that no 
** person of respectability took any part 
" in the Opposition, great numbers were 
^' highly gratified at the result, as, indeed, 
'* all the real friends of freedom must be. 
^^ John Bull was inexorable ; each of the 
^^ addiresses was negatived by a show of 
." hands ten to one ; every subterfuge 
/^was resorted to on the part of the pro. 
*' posers of ihe Addresses, but all was 
** unavailing. Sir William Geary, the 
** onSy popular man on . thB hustings, 
'^ maqic no impression on the Meeting; 



^^ the universal cry was ^ tee will voie no 
'" addresses-* « ifou are all tarr'd with 
" the same brush.* — One man exclaimed, 
*' ' / hare nine Children^ and every mursei 
" of bread that goes into their mouths is 
" faxed to pay the Marquis of Vamden^s 
^^ salary;* another said, ' (/ the Soble 
" Marquis is anxious for the. Rot^al Fo- 
*' miljf^ let him give his salary to support 
" them.' On the Sheriff putting the 
'^ question for adjournment, such was 
^ the panic, that he did not put the con.. 
** trary question. — The Nobility actually 
^^ sneaked away, like dogs with burnt 
^^ tails, adjourning to do business at a 
♦' Public-house! Here, to his praise, the 
(^ Sheriff refused to take the Chdir ; de- 
''clarrngthe Meeting, for which the re- 
^^ quisition was signed, to be dissolved.** 

Such then, taking both accounts toge« 
ther, we will look upon as a pretty fair 
representation of what took place upon 
this . memorable occasion. The hirelings 
of the press say, that }our conduct was 
dfsgraceful ; that it cannot be contem- 
plated without the most painful feelings 
by any man who wishes for the wtltare 
and happiness of England. Sir William 
Geary is represented to have said, thai 
your conduct would be condemned by 
every British heart, and that it was €ii&* 
graceful to you, and showed y<iu to be per- 
sons destitute of sense. I am precisely of a 
contrary opinion, I think that your con- 
duct was honourable to you ; I thank 
you in the name of my circle of friends 
for the example that you have thus set to 
the country ; and, instead of your being 
under the guidance of foJIy, it appears to 
me, that your conduct, from first to last, 
was marked by sound sense, while that 
of your adversaries, was, pert»aps, the 
most foolish as well as the most insolent, 
ever witnessed, at any thing under the 
name of a county meeting in dny part of 
England. 

But, 1 will not, like your calumniators, 
content myself with bare asstTtion. I 
will prove what f say ; or I will be con- 
tent to pass for the equal of the Editors 
of the Kentish Chronicle and Maidstone 
Gazette. 

You are represented ks having laughed 
and hissed at the speech of Lord Clifton. 
His T^ordship told you that the Princess 
herself had chosen her husband ; that he 
was the man of her ozcn choice; that it 
was a circumstance as gratifying as it was 
new to see 9 person of the derated rank 
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of the PriflCMS Charlette roarried to a 
mail of her own choosing ; th»t this was 
wkhour a parallel in the history of the 
world. Now, in the first place, how 
came Lord Clifton to know this fact; 
who told him that the Princess Charlotte 
did nallj and bona fide fall in lo?e with 
this German Prfnce; that it was an afiair 
of the hemiy as that wise roan. Sir Wm. 
Geary, afterwards told yon it was? In 
the first place I say we mitst doubt very 
mvch, whether the Princess Charlotte did 
i^lly make these gentlemen her confi- 
dents a& to this very important matter. 
Of course we must look upon what they 
saM, in thin respect, as worthy of no 
attention at all. Kn the next place, sup* 
posing the fact to be true, it may ^peak 
Tery highlyu in^, praise of the husband, 
that tlie Princess Charlotte shoukl pre- 
fer him to aU (he men in England ; this 
may be something for Germans and Ger- 
many to be proud of; but, really, one 
cannot ^rerj well 8«^ how it can be a 
thing ** to rejoice every one who has the 
^^ blood of an Knglishroan flowing in his 
" veins." Far be it from me to find 
faalt with this royal lady's choice. I 
know BO more about her huaband than 
I do about her. She may, for auaht.! 
know, have shown very excellent taste 
in yielding to him, at almost first sight, 
a heart, which, as we mnst infer from the 
speeches of Lord Clifton and Sir Wm. 
Geary, had remained wholly insensible to 
qvcry thing that she had seen in England; 
her taste in this matter may have been 
perfectly good; there may, for aught 
1 know to the contrary, have been 
no man in England, or at least, with 
English blood in his veins, worthy of 
her afiTection or regard ; there may, for 
anght I know to the contrary, be some- 
thing in Germans a vast deal more wor- 
thy of love and admiration than there 
is in any young man of English birth and 
parentage. But, my Lord Clifton, ad- 
mitting all this to be so, though we must 
commend and admire the correct taste of 
her Royal Highness, you must excuse me, 
my good Lord, if I do not regard the cir. 
cnmstance as something of which an Eng. 
lishman ought to be proud; and of this 
opinion appear to have been the discern- 
ing and honest men of Rent* The next 
t6pic broaght forward by the Address- 
ers, appears to have been, the excellent 
character of the new-married bosband. 



Lord Clifio^ told you of his great and 
amiable qualities; Sir Wm. Geary told 
yon that he was beloved by every one; 
Sir Edward Rnatchbull told you «hat the 
Princess Charlotte was well married; and 
my Lord Clifton asserted, that it was, 
'^ happily, the lot of Prince Leopold to 
*'*' be spoken of by all with universal admi- 
" ration." Lords, amongst their privile- 
ges, may, perhaps, possess that of setting 
the rules of grammar at defiance. I will, 
therefore, leave this sentence of Lord i^^WU 
ton to enjoy that privilege, and proceed 
to observe, that you, with as much judge- 
ment as pith, gave, in three short wonds^ 
a complete negative, and also a complete "^ 
refutation, of his assertion. ^^ NOT 
ALL HERE," was your answer; and, 
certainly, nothing could be more true in 
point of fact, nothing could t)e in better 
taste, in point of argument; and yet, the 
blundering bungling barone^ who talked 
about his being a sailor's sou. and about 
your undeliberating noise, had the folly 
to propose, at the Be]l Inn, the circula- 
tion of the Addresses through the county, 
because, as he said, you had rejected 
those Addresses without argument ! There 
was more argument in the three words 
which you uttered in answer to Lord Clif- 
ton's assertion, than there ^as in all the 
speeches made by your adversaries during 
the whole day. It may be very true 
that the Prince of Saxe Cobourg is a most 
beautiful, most amiable, most virtuous, 
and most wise person ; but it is false to 
say that he is spoken of with admiratior^ 
by all; for, if the word all is to be un- 
derstood as meaning no more than all the 
people in England, it must be well known 
to every body, that not one person out 
of ten thousand have ever s<*en him or 
ever will see him ; that not above one out 
of every three or four hundred thousand,, 
will, in all human probability, ever hear 
him speak; that not above one or two- 
out of every million will ever know any 
thing of his qualities, good or bad ; and 
that, therefore, it was manifestly false 
as well as insulting to the Meeting, to 
say that this gentleman was beloved by 
every onoy and that he was spoken of with 
admiration by all These were assertions, 
which were neither true nor deeent ; they 
contain falsehood in sub^'taiice and cour- 
tier-like insolence in manner; and they 
deserved the reproof which they received 
at your hands. 
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It is said, that yon langlie^ and hissed 
when Lord Clifton told yon, 4hat " we 
*' oaght, indeed, to (hank Providence for 
'^ Bo^ne a prospect of domestic happiness 
*' and national security J*^ But you do not 
appear to have laughed when he told 
you, that, you had only " to regret, 
^^ that, amidst such scenes of mirth and 
^* pastime it was the fate of an afflicted 
'^ so?ereign to be unable to participate in 
*^ the joy ichich teas poured on his subjects.^* 
You did not laugh at this, men of Kent ; 
this, foolish as it was, was not an observa- 
tion to laugh at. What scenes of mirth 
and pastime did his Lordship allude to ? 
The icoDM exhibited in almost eyery 
parish in England, where the farmers are 
removing off to jail, and their labourers 
to the poor-hou8e ? The scenes exhibited 
In Ireland, where the taxes are in many 
instances, collected under the guardian- 
ship of the bayonet, and where, through- 
out whole districts, the people are shut 
in their houses from sun-set to snn-rise ? 
Oc, was it to the scenes of mirth and pas- 
time exhibited at this moment in the coun- 
ties of Soffolk, Norfolk, Huntingdon, 
shire, and Cambridgeshire, and particu. 
laYly at the town of Ely ; was it to these 
scenes of mirth and pastime that his Lord- 
ship alluded ; were these the scenes of 
joy in which he wished. the king to be 
able to partici})ate ? You appear to bare 
received these observations of his Lord- 
ship with the disdain whicli they merited. 
Joy^ indeed 1 Whaf joy, 1 should be glad 
to kuow, has been " poured fourth" upon 
you, or upon any part of the people 
of England! Joy, who amongst us can 
feel any thing like joy, while we behold 
millions of our countrymen in such mi- 
scry as never was experienced before in 
'this country in any age or under any 
sovereign ; for when was it before known 
of England, that her people, rich as well 
ds poor, were seeking to flee from her soil 
in all directions, in order to find out & 
spot of enrth whore they might be less 
misernble? Lord Clifton, perhaps, and 
Lord Camden, and Lord Sydney, and 
the rest of those persons who were for- 
ward in endt-avouring to enveigle you 
into an api robation of their Addre^f^es; 
these persons, perhaps, may have had joy 
poured our upon them, in the ^hape 
of places and pensions ; but, as to the 
people in general ; as to those who work 
to raise the means of paying the taxes, oo 



joy have they had poured out opon theiif# 
As to the Domestic Happiness^ of which 
his Lordship told you there was so ^a 
a prospect, 1 will only say, that, taking 
all circumstances into view, 1 am really 
surprized that even Lord Clifton shonlitl 
have entangled himself voluntaiily in the 
rat shes of so very ticklish a subject. Yet, 
Sir Wm. Geary must go a little further, 
and,without the least apparent necessity in 
the world, talk about the conduct x)f the 
Prince Regent, who, he said, ^^ finding a 
^^ man of honour, and io whom his daugb- 
^^ ter was attached, had acccnlfd to the 
" feelings of her heart, regardless <ifter' 
^' ritory or advantages^ and acted as the 
'* kindest of parents,'^ Why, one woold 
really think that Sir William, in his *^ en. 
^^ deavours to reclaim you to something 
^^ like sense," had, for the time beiog, at 
any rate, suspended the operation of 
every thing like sense in his own mind. 
For^ besides the slippery ground upon 
which he had chosen to tread, with re- 
gard to the paretital feelings, how evces- 
sively, how exuberantly foolish it was to 
talk about the Prince's '' regardiessness 
'^ of territory** in the husband of his 
daughter, at the very moment when a Bill 
was before Parliament, the object of wbieh 
Bill was and is to provide a lauiled estate 
for the husband of the Princess at the ex- 
pence of the people of England ; exclu- 
sive of the out-fit and the pension and the 
reversionary pension mentioned in the 
former part of this address. These facts, 
so well known as they were to every man 
present, would, one would have thought, 
have been sufficient to restrain, from touch, 
ing upon such a subject, eveii the tongue 
of Sir Wm. Geary. Jf, indeed, the Prince 
Regcjit, out of regard for the feelings of 
his daughter, or from any other motive, 
had lopped off part of his own expences, 
and had given the -part .so lopped off, to 
this amiable German, in order to supply 
the place, of that want of territory, or 
income, of which the sprightly Barouet 
chose to 8peak ; if His Hoyal Highness 
had thus provided a fortune for the young 
couple, even then we might have very 
reasonably claimed the right of sharing 
with his Royal Highness in the merit of 
having been generously ** regardless of 
" territory ;" but, to cry up this regard- 
lessness in him as an act of wondrous ^ 
nerosity aad kindness, while we were 
called upon to supply, the husband with 
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territory, was somefbing so iosnlting to 
the understAndiDg of the meeting, that the 
gentleness of your conduct upon the oc. 
casion appears to me to ha?e bern truij 
wonderfni. For my part, if 1 had been 
present whiMi the observation was made, 
J* could no more haft* held my tongue 
than I couYd hart* bit off my own nose. 

And, pray, my worthy friends of Kent, 
what could Lord Clifton mean by telling 
you that in this marriage we were so 
blesfied, that even the cottagers were to be 
blessed by it, and that we ought to thank 
Providence for tho Jine prosfiect of ** Na- 
** tional Security " that it gave us ? 
What cou^d h\s Lordship mean by these 
words ? Is there common sense in sup. 
posing that our security as a nafion^ can, 
in the smallesr degree, depend u)Kin this 
marriage ? If so we were in a state of in- 
security bi'fore the marriage took place ; 
and should, of course, be replunged into 
that state, if the marriage were to be put an 
end to by tl^ death of the husband, or that 
of the wife, or by any erent which might 
produce a separation ! Now. really, 
though I am by no means disposed to un- 
der.rare the character of the husband of 
the Princess Charlotte, I must be permit- 
ted to observe, that John Bull, that fa. 
unous John Bull, that swaggering John 
Bull, that fighting John Bull, that squan- 
dering John Bull, who has' had all Ger. 
many in his pay, ten times over, is come 
to a pretty pass, or, as we Hampshire peo- 
pie should say, has brought his hogs to a 
fine market at last, if it be really true, 
that his NATIONAL SECURITY de- 
pexidis upon the life, or the disposition, of 
a German Prince, and of a German Prince, 
too, to whom John is to pay a pension for 
life ! Amiable as you please. Sir Wil. 
Ham Geary ; beloved as much as yon 
please, Sir William Geary ; admired as 
much as you please, my Lord Clif- 
ton. ' Say, Gentlemen, all that you 
p]ea4e in praise of the Prince of Saxe 
Cobourg, and I will never contradict 
you. Down upon your knees and 
kiss his hand, and I will ncrer interrupt 
you. But, whenever you take it into 
your wise heads to assert that the security 
9f England depends upon the will or 
upon the life oT this Prince or upon that 
of any other Prince, I will always say, 
that you are Tery low minded or very 
weak minded men. When this expression 
was made use of at Maidstone, the people 



laughed in y#ur faces, and well they 
might ; they hissed too, at the same time ; 
and the assertion was a subject for hissing 
as well as for laughter : It was at once 
ridiculous and insulting. 

Having now shown, as I think, pretty 
clearly, that you, the people o^ the 
county of Kent, were right in your de. 
cision, upon the occasion alluded to, I 
now proceed to obsenre upon the con* 
duct, of those who brought forward and 
endeavoured to support the addresses, 
than which conduct, any thing more foul 
haK seldom been witnessed. The Meet* 
ing had been called on a requisition of the 
persons who proposed the addresses; it 
had been convened by the Sheritf accord- 
ingly ; the addresses themselves purport. 
ed to be the addresses of the Nobility, 
Gentlemen, Clergy, Yeomanry, Free, 
holders and Inhabitants of the County of 
Rent. All the addresses were full of ex- 
pressions of joy at the marriage, and of 
expectations of great national benefits to 
be derived from it, together with acknow* 
ledgements of the vast advantages, which 
the nation had derived from the sway of 
the House of Brunswick. Now^ the 
main thing to observe here is, that the 
Addresses purported to be the addresses 
of the Inhabitants of the County of Kent ; 
and, therefore, there was no person living 
in the county of Kent, who had «iot a 
perfect right to vote and to speak, if he 
chose, at this Meeting. It was, there- 
fore, the extreme of insolence in Sir Wil. 
liam Geary to pretend that the persons 
who opposed the Addresses, bad no right 
to be there. There was no creature, in 
whatever rank of life, being within the 
county of Kent, who had not as much 
right to speak and to vote as Sir William 
Geary or Lord Camden had; and, in- 
deed, a much greater right; than Lord 
Camden, or Lord Sydney, or any of the 
others who were present and who receive 
money out of the taxes, that Is to say, out 
of the produce of the people^s labour. 
One of the persons, who, it appears, 
made the most pointed observations in 
opposition to the addresses, was, we are 
told, a journeyman watch-maker ; and it 
is add^ very significantly that he had 
liv^d in Maidstone not above twoyears^ 
and was only a lodger into the barj2:ain x 
Very well ! and what then ! Was not 
this man an ^^ inhabitants^ of the County 
of Kent ; and if he had not a right to 
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l^ak And to ?ote^ with what prdpi^tj 
coQid these addtesM* b« called the ad- 
dresses of the *^ inhabitafitp of the County 
*' of Kent ?*• Thif joiimeyinav watch- 
maker was an inhabitant as welt at 8ir 
'William Gtarj, and if the voice of the 
former was to be shut out and stifled^ it 
was a fabehood, it was a mean - piece of 
cheatery, to pretend that the addresses 
were coming from the inhabitants of the 
Coonty of Kent. 

The party, the aristocracy, or, rather, 
the Oligarchy, who afterwards retired to 
the Bell Inn, should) If they had intended 
not to let the inhabitants in general have 
any share In deciding upon the questions; 
if this had been their intention, as it cer^ 
tainly was, they shoald haye called a 
meeting of themselves, and not of the tit- 
habitAnis, They might then have had 
their meeting as snugly as possible. They 
might thea have carried their addresses 
with the most wonderful unanimity. Bat, 
this was not what they wanted ; it was 
not au address from a set of Courtiers, 
Colonels, borough • mongers, sinecure 
placemen^ pensioners, and tai-gatherers ; 
it was not an address from a band like 
this that was wanted. The movers of 
these addresses knew very well the light 
in which their congratulations would be 
viewed. No ; what was wanted was an 
address from the Inhabitants, that is to 
say from the people at large of the Coun- 
iy of Kent. And, as this was the first 
County which had been tried upon this' 
tender subject, every effort appears to 
have been made in order to insure sue* 
cess. There have been addresses enough 
frdm Corporations, Boroughs, and Col* 
leges. There have been people enough 
strutting up from all parts of the country 
in Corporation gowns and bag wigs. 
There have been Doctors and Proctors, 
and all sorts o^ Dignitaries ; the sinecure 
and pension list have all passed in review 
before (he Prince of Saxe Cobonrg, with 
their addresses and congratulations. 
There have been Scotch Counties, too, I 
believe; or, at least, there easily might 
be, unless the \)eoph should be called to- 
gether in that country, which I believe 
they never have been yet in a fair and 
open manner. 

But, all this was poor stuff; all this 
was of no value. All the applause and the 
affection that came from these quarters 
was 8<>mething like that i^hich pne re- 



ceives fh)m one's wwt /amtfjf . It was all 
in the family ; all in the regiment, •• 
Sir Francis Burdett once observed. TWa, 
therefore, was not what wa- >» anted. 
What was wanted was to get the pe&pU 
to congratalate ; to get the peopU to ex- 
press their happiness, their jo>, their gra- 
titude, upon this occasion. The tt/jr i^ 
Ixmdon was said to have taken the lead 
in this affair of congratulation ; but, it 
was not the city of l^ndon that eongfS* 
tolated. It waa merely the memfmn of 
the Corporation of fjondon. So fiir from 
its being the ptopk of London, it was 
not even the Uvery of Liondoa. A Com^ 
mon HaU would have expressed the sens* 
of the Livery ; bat even this had not beoi 
ventured upon ; and as to the people of 
Westminster there had been no me«*ling 
of any eort in that City upon thia occa- 
sion. In short, there had been a meet- 
ing of the people no where ; the firat at- 
tempt was made at Maidstone ; and aa I 
observed before, every irick sveras to 
have been reitoriad to, to make this at* 
tempt succeed. rx>rd Clifton talked 
about the only tfhild of the Prince, and 
about the ime Englhh feeling of Prince 
Leopold ! He then descanted at large 
upon the inestimable blessings which John 
Bull had enjoyed under the illustrtona 
House of Brunswick. Sir William (tearj 
with a taste peculiar to himself represent- 
ed the German Prince as a person b€« 
loved by every one except the majority 
of the meeting, and S|>oke of the match 
quite in the style of a love- born novelist. 
Sir Edward Knatcbbull, In a strain still 
more affecting, called upon the people to 
remember that our good old King once did 
Maidstone (he honour to pass through it^ 
and bade them consider s^^rionsly, what 
would be his grief could he now under* 
stand that they were actually refusing to 
congratulate his son on the prospect of 
continuing the Royal Hne ! This, I sup- 
pose, was one of those arguments^ which 
the Bell Inn society were discontented at 
not hearing answered 1 But Sir Edward 
having once mounted bis stilts; having 
once, as he appears to have thought, 
made a way into yovr hearts by the 
powers of his eloquence, did not think 
proper to stop here. He took occasion 
to play off the battle of Waterloo upon 
you, by observmg^'most aptly, that Colo- 
nel Harris, who had seconded the ad- 
dresses, was, that itrj 6^j twdvemoDtby 
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%hting in ^our ca^se^ In the battle of 
Waterloo, where he bled ! To be sore^ 
this had a great deal to do with the sub- 
ject before you I Sir Edward Knatchboll 
appoars to be a man of excellent taste as 
to the si'lection of his topics. The Hon. 
Colonel Harris being a friend of Sir 
Edward, and having bled at Waterloo, 
were I suppose amongst those cogent or- 
gTumenfsSn favour of the addresses, which 
you were censured for not answering. 

But^ if this cajolerie, these low, these 
pitiful, these worse than mountebank 
tricks, rbis despicable cant; if there ex* 
dted your disgust, and made you hold in 
utter contempt the persons by whom they 
were played off, what must have been 
your feelings, when you saw them, after 
their attempts at cajolerie had failed, en- 
deavour to extort a vote from your fears? 
What must have been your feelings when 
you heard SiV VVilliam Geary calling out 
to know the name of the journeyman 
watchmaker, with evident intention to 
mark him out; When you heard the same 
gentleman assert, immediately afterwards, 
that no man would oppose the addresses, 
who was not an enemy to his country; 
and especially when you heard him utter 
the mean ihreat of making iMaiditone 
no longer the place for holding public 
meetings I 

However^ in spite of both cajoling and 
bull\ing, you persevered in rejecting the 
addres*>fM, and in that perseverance you 
rendered a most signal service to your 
country, if it were only by proving to 
Other counties and to other assemblages 
of the people, that if they will but make 
use of the tripling rights which are still 
left to them, even that will be of some use. 
It is impossible for me, my friends of 
Kent, to know how the Oligarchy felt 
when they were sneaking away to the 
Bell Inn; but I know very well how I 
niyself should have felt upon the occasion, 
and i know that I should have been very 
glad to have escaped from the band at 
the expence of a broken head. Arrived 
ftt the Bell fnn^ the gentlemen appear to 
have been as bold as hO many pages of 
the Koyal Household. There they found 
that deliberation^ which they affected not 
to meet with out of donrs, where Sir 
William (jeary pretended that there was 
nothing but undeliberating noise. Now, 
nty friends, mark the impudence of this 
assertion. Pray mark t\vc impudence of 



these iden ; and t ptnyycxi pnnkh it, hy 
your loudly expressed censure upon some 
future occasion. The addresses were 
brought forward; they were proposed 
by a Lord ; they were seconded by the 
son of another Lord ; they were then 
regularly put to you by the Sheriff; they 
were put to the vrhole meeting ; they 
expressly purpoted to be the addresses of 
the inhabitants of the County of Kent. 
And what did the meeting do? What 
did the people of Kent do ? W'^hy, with- 
out any prompter; without any leader; 
without any Speech- maker; the people 
themselves and of themselves, when they 
were asked it they would send up those 
addresses, said NO- What could be 
more regular ? What decision conid be 
more fair or more conclusive? When 
the Sheriff put the question to the people 
and said ^' as many of yon as are tot 
^^ these addresses will please to hold up 
'^ your hands;*' it appears that only two 
persons, besides the bandy held up their 
hands. But when the contrary was put 
to the meeting, a forest of hands sprung 
up in an iostaiit! Yes, my friends of 
Kent, those were the hands ; it was that 
description of hands; it was those big 
and hard fists, and the like of them, which 
won the battles, by sea and by* land, to 
perpetuate the memory of which milUoiis 
are to be expended on monuments! That 
was the sort of hands which it was desired 
to see raised up all OTor England, in appro- 
bation of the recent marriage, and of the 
expences connected with it ! This was 
the sort of hands, these grimy and muscu- 
lar fists, which raised the bread we eat 
and which make the coTcring for onr 
bodies and the houses we live in ! This 
was the sort of hands tWt it was the ob* 
ject to see raised in this cause all over thi> 
country ; and not the little soft dough-like 
hands of Doctors, and Proctors, and Place- 
men, and Pensioners. The difference be- 
tween these two sets of hands is perfectly 
well understood, I assure you ; and, 
though the project has been defeated by 
your good sense and public spirit, it was 
a project that reflected no small credit on 
the mind of the inventor. 

The rejection of the addresses in this 
instance, was purely the work of the 
people ; and on this account the decision 

I was extremely interesting. The band con- 
sisted of both the political parties. Sir 
Edward Knatchbull is notorious for being 
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ft- thorooglupacad Pittite. Sir William 
Geary is u notorious for being what is 
callen a tborough-pacad whig. These are 
the rHomiMnbert who represent the county 
in parliament That is to say one of them 
represents the Kentish KN faction^ the 
#ther represents the Kentish OUT fac- 
tion; but, as you hare now most clearly 
proved to the world, neither of them, nor 
'both of them to^e^her, represent you, the 
people of Kent. This is a fact to be borne 
in mind. There were both the factions 
present Both the factions were for the 
addresses. The two factions quarrel tery 
frequently. They abuse each other, at 
times, in the most indecent strain; but 
when the object was to carry an address, 
in which both of them were interested, 
and most deeply interested too, in a way 
which I need not explain, or, at least, 
which I do not think it right to explain 
bere ; in such a case, they could forget 
their mutual abuse, and most cordially 
eoooperate in the endearouring, first to 
cajole you, and next to bully you, into 
a compliance with their wishes. You hare 
firen the two factions a lesson. They 
nay send their addrelses round the coon. 
ty to be signed in the parlours of parsons, 
placemen, pensioners and tax-gatherers ; 
they may send them to be signed in the 
enstom-houses, the excise.offices, the bar- 
backs, and the martello towers ; but nerer, 
ai long as they hate any memory left, will 
they tender addresses like these to a meet- 
ing of the men of Kent 

A writer in the Courier news-paper has 
observed, that it was wrong to call a 
meeting in the Street; that it should have 
been held in the Council Chamber^ or Shire 
Hall, And that nobody should have 
been admitted to it, except the nobility, 
the gentlemen of large estates, the clergy, 
the considerable freeholders, and the per. 
sons in office under the government. This 
he says was the practice of our ancestors. 
That this last assertion is a very daring 
falsehood roost of you know. But, it is 
not to detect the falsehoods of a writer 
Kke this that I have introduced him. Ton 
know that this Courier is a decided hire- 
ling You know that such a print only 
speaks as it is prompted. I have there- 
fore intro<luced this writer and his article 
principally to show you how the physic 
works which yon adminbtered on the 
17th of June. 
It is falsa to say that addresses and peti- 



tions were by our ancestors signed in 
holes and corners ; it is false to say that 
any free man in England, that is to say- 
any man who was not a bondsman or a 
vassal ; it is false to say that any such 
man was in former times excluded from 
the exercise eren of the right of choosing 
members of parliament. Bnt^ If it bo^ 
right to shut out the people ; if the people 
have nothing to do with meetings of this 
sort, what impudence is it in any of these 
factions to pretend that they have the 
voice of th^ people with them ! Let the 
factions meet in their holes and corners ; 
let them draw up and pass their addres- 
ses in their Shire Halls or their barracks. 
This is all very well ; but let them not 
pretend, let them not haTe the impudence 
to pretend, that they are carrying op in 
these addresses the sound of the voice of 
the people. Let them begin their address 
thus, " We, the placemen^ pensioners^ 
^^ clergy, contractors, silk-gown gentle- 
'^ men, tax-gatherers, and all other per- 
'^ sons living out of the taxes, in the 
^^ county of Kent, humbly beg leave to 
^' offer our most sincere and heartfelt 
^^ congratulations/' Sec, &c. let them 
begin their address in this way, and I hare 
not the smallest objectton, nor can you^ 
I presume, to their meeting in any Cham^ 
bar, or any Hall that they may choose to 
fix on. For my part, if they were to meet 
for this county for instance, and I hap. 
pencd to be going by the place at the time, 
i do not say that f should not stop to look 
at them ; but, it would be without anv^ 
interest on my part the least in the worlcl. 
I should stop and look, and laugh for a 
minute or two, as we frequently do at the 
mountebanks and tumblers, who do us 
the favour to stop and amuse our children 
in the villages which lie along the roads 
in this part of our county, as they are 
travelling to and from the great fair at 
Portsdown. Such meetings would be per- 
fectly harmless. Their addresses would 
carry upon the face of them their fair cha- 
racter and a true representation of the 
persons from whom they proceeded. These 
" Shire Hall " gentry, or barrack gentry, 
might pot what resolutions they pleased ; 
they might pass without opposition what- 
ever they liked to draw up; but then, 
what use would it be to carry up such 
addresses ? That Prince or Princess must 
be stupid indeed, who would not at once 
perceive that the praises of such people 
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ODly were the strongest proof of a gene- 
ral feeling, or opinion of a precisely con- 
trary character. 

The writer in the Courier, who, I beg 
you to belieTO, is a person of ?ery consi* 
derable importance, and one who is the 
mottth*piece of another person who has a 
great deal to say in your county ; this 
writer says, that the latter must not go 
off so; he says, that the public Toice, 
means the Toice ^^ of select bodies^ corpo^ 
" ration$y men of propert^^ or of office, 
<^ such as the clergy, "&c. ; andheadds that 
^^ laws were passed ixcenl^ years ago, for* 
^^ bidding any meeting of more than forty 
^^ persons, unless called by magistrates." 
Then, he accuses yonr magistrates in the 
present case of ram/v, ^^ wishing to have 
a large meeting ; and tells them that they 
should have had their meeting of a select 
sort. Now, my friends of Rent, this 
writer, who pretends that our ancestors 
met in holes and corners, and excluded 
the common people from ail political 
meetings, was, it seems, talking of those 
famous ancestors of ours, Pitt, Dundas, 
atd their associates, backed by Sir £d. 
ward KnatchbuU, and his associates, who 
passed twenty years ago, those laws, 
which this writer so much commends, and 
which were called the Gagging Laws; 
bat which laws williStand in need of being 
revived J in order to answer this writer's 
purpose, seeing that as far as relates to 
public meetings, the said Gagging Laws 
hare expired; and also seeing, that the 
people may now lawfully meet, and deli- 
berate upon politics without limitation as 
to numbers, and without the consent of 
Magistrate or Sheriff. However, let these 
laws be passed again^ if Castlereagh and 
Canning and Sir Edward KnatchbuU, and 
Sir William Geary, and the rest of the 
Parliament choose. Let them pass the 
laws again if they like. There will be 
no deception; no ch eatery, no fraud, 
eidier towards us or towards the world in 
the passing of such laws, or in the enforc- 
ing of them ; we shall all understand that 
clearly. What I object to is the fraud; 
the biise and false pretence, that it is the 
Pfople of England that say this, or that 
iike that, when they say the contrary of 
the one every day and every hour of their 
lives, and when they hate and detest the 
•ther with every rein in their hearts. 
This is what I object to. This knayish 
*peeies of misrepretentation ; this cheats 



ing of the people out of their voices ; thii 
filthy, this hateful trick, which has been 
so long practised, and witU a degrre of 
success not less destructive to the liber- 
ties of Europe than to the libertiei and 
happiness of England herself. 

By this grand trick the several bodies 
of the people of England have been played 
off against each other; first each particu- 
lar body against all the other bodies ; and 
then all the bodies except one against one 
body alternately. Thus, if these addretsei 
had been carried at Maidstone, away 
would harg one all through the countnr 
a most pompous account of the proceoa^ 
ings in the county of Kent. The ^ no* 
** bility, gentry, elergy, yeomanry, froe- 
^^ holders," would all have been dropped 
quietly. Not a. word would have beeiii 
said about them in these pompous ac« 
counts. They wonld have been put aside 
as so much rubbish ; and nothing would 
have been talked of, but the Kent county 
meetings the meeting of the peopU in 
Kent; the addresses of the people of 
Kent ; the loyalty of the people qf Kent. 
The placemen and pensioners and tax* 
gatherers would have been sitting quietly 
sniggering and chuckling at home, while 
this gross misrepresentation of the senti- 
ments of the people of Kent; while the 
impudent imposture; while this scandal 
lous piece of cheatery was running 
throughout the country, and setting all 
the other counties in motion, very pro* 
bably, to follow the example^ as it would 
have been artfully and basely called, of 
the PEOPLE OF KENT! It would 
have been in Tain that yon yonrfdves 
knew the falsehood and the baseness of 
the misrepresentation ; it would have been 
in vain that yonr hearts burnt within 
you to proclaim the real truth and to 
warn the rest of the counties against 
being imposed upon and cheated out of 
their Toices and misrepresented ai< ca* 
lumniated In the same way ; it wenlA 
hare been in Tain for yon to endea- 
vour to recal the occasion of preventing 
the misnse of yonr name ; it would have 
been too late for yon to lament ; ninety* 
nine hundreths of ike press is in other 
hands than yours; and, perhaps, every 
countT in England, one after another, 
would, in consequence of the example of 
Koit, haTO been induced to send up simi* 
lar addresses. From this the country has 
been preferred by your discemujont and 
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rMolntioo ; for, not only will vour exam- 
ple now not do harm \ it will oo good; it 
will operate in a different direction^ and, 
if a iiimilar tficlf. should be attempted in 
apjr 9thcr count/, it will, I haf e not the 
amaliest doubt, meet with a lipilar fate. 
Let the addresses; let thaae who live 
vpan the taxes, try their hand all along 
the coaat and towards the west, f ^et them 
try their hands in Hampshire, Wiltshire, 
Somersetshire, or let them go into Berk- 
shire ; or, in short, into any uth^ coun- 
ty ; let them call a fair and open county 
maetlng, ^M^\ they will see how disgrace- 
fully they ma> be driven from rhc field. 

So far, however, is the mercenary and 
liost corrupt writer in th^ Courier from 
baiog ot this opinion, that he asserU ^^ that 
^^ mother meeting of the County of Kent 
<<shouU), nay, mutt be called. The 
" coantv cannot (he says) sit down on- 
^^der the tUgma of having refused to 
<( congratulate the Princess Charlotte on 
'^ her marriage ; it cannot sit down under 
^^ so gross an insult, under so gross an 
<« ontnige on Us ckuracter.^* This writer 
doee, however, observe, that, in casr%of 
another meeting, "iiwrr care must be 
'^ taken respecting the ait^ndantt!'' Very 
true, and perhaps he means there shall be 
an attendance of gentlemen from the bar- 
racks, in red ov bU>e coats, on the backs 
otheirs^, and witk carabines io th^ir hoU 
Stars, and swords in thdr hands, if this 
be his meariing, or if the yeomanry ca- 
valry are to attend armed and accoutred ; 
if this be hit meaning, and if bis recom- 
mandation be acted upon, which is by no 
means impossible, you will, I dare say, 
leave Sir William Geary to deliberate as 
long as he pAeasef^ and will wish all the 
partis j^y of their address. 

But, as I ima^oe, that you do not 
tUnk it any ^^ stigma " on your county 
tp have rejected the fulsome and ill-timed 
addnw^ wjuch wer« brought forward ; as 
yon are verv well content with the light 
in which the late meeting places your 
character ; so« I venture to predict that 
yonr adversaries will not again risk their 
charajcrers by c^U^pg another meeting for 
a similar purpose. It has been said that 
lher« could be no reason for rejecting the 
address ; that the address could be disa- 
greeabJc to no man who is qapable of un- 
d«»statid<ng it ; that it was such as could 
ha? e been . disappr.oved of only by the 
lowest ayid.KDost ignorant of the couxitry 



boors ; and Sir WilUam Geary express* 
ly said that it was such that no man 
could oppose it. Now, my fellow 
countrymen, 1 think, that I understand 
the meaning of words as w«'U as Sir 
William Geary does. I am sure that 
1 clearly understand the meaning of 
these addresses ; i do not think that (am 
one of the very lowest and most ignorant 
of the country boors ; i am Sure I love 
my country as well as Sir William Geary 
docs. And with alt this I say, that, if 1 
had been at the meeting, if there had beea 
only my single hand to be held up against 
the addresses, held up it should have 
been. But ^k^ ^ In the first place be* 
cause f feel no joy at all at the marriage^ 
being of opinion, that it is in no way 
whatever, calculated to promote che good 
of this country ; and, in the ne\r place^ 
I have an objection to the general, sweep- 
ing, unqualified, hyperboiicaU fulsome^ 
eulogium on the House of Brunswick* 
and that, too, at the expence of the Eng- 
lish nation, just as if hngland was never 
any thing at ail until this family was put 
upon the throne, and as if its very exis« 
tence depended upon the breath of the 
persons belonging to that Hoirse. I have 
no objection to make use of respectful 
language towards (he King and his family 
when an occasion calls for my addressing 
them, but really 1 cannot talk in a strain, 
that would seem to argue, that I think so 
hasely of my country, and, of course, of 
myself. As the Prince Regent tuid the 
Citizens of London sometime ago, that he 
did not think the occasion called for his 
interference io behalf of the suflfering 
protestants of France ; so I should have 
deemed it quite answer enough to these 
addressers^ to have said, that I did not 
think, that (he occasion called for qnr 
interference in the way of congratu- 
lation to the Royal Family. 

But, if I had been present at the Rent 
meeting, I should not have been content- 
ed with a simple negative. It would have 
been impossible for me to have suffered 
those gentlemen to retire to the Bell Inn^ 
there to enjoy their one-sided delibera* 
tions, without an attempt to induce the 
meeting to adopt some petition, address^ 
or remonstrance npon the snbject of the 
heavy burthens to which the nation it 
subjected, in ^consequence of the recent 
marriage. It is very well known, that, 
in the act of Parliapient passed for nu&- 
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log ifae propertj^tax to ten per cent, a 
clause wta introduced for exempting from 
that tax the money which the Ring had 
in the funds. It is also well known, that, 
in 18 '1, Commissioners were appointed 
to take care oi the King's private pro- 
perty. I am to presume, ihereibre, that 
the Kina has private property ; and 
though I do not name the sum (not having 
any positive proof of the amount of it) I 
may fairly presume that the amount is 
very considerable. If, therefore, the 
Prince Regent, the fsther of the Royal 
Bride, could not spare her any portion 
of the sums allotted to his uses; if the 
Queen could spare none of the sums al- 
lotted to her uses, at a *ime when prices 
had 8 > much fallen, and when such very 
general misery prevailed thr^Mighout the 
country ; still, at such a time, might not 
the pursr of the nation have been saved a 
little by an application to those private 
means of the King, of which 1 have just 
spoken ? What harm could it have done, 
if the King's private property had been 
made use of upon this occasion ? 

If, however, there had been nothing 
else, I should object to the greatness of 
the suiDS of money granted upon this 
occasion. For this Grst year there will 
be a co9t of very little short of 200,000 
pounds. The news-papers tell us that 
the husband has ordered Jifty grey horses 
to be bought for his use I dare say this 
is faise; but, at any rate> how are 
60,000 pounds for an out-fit to be spent, 
besides 60,000 pounds of salary, or pen- 
sion ? At the yery time when these 
grants were making, thousands upon 
thousands of families were falling into 
ruin on account of the pressure oi the 
taxes. And at the very momen' that so 
many thousands of English people were 
aim o.«t actually starving to death for want 
of food, hese immense sums are granted 
to a for i^ner on account of his marriage 
with the daughtt-r of the Prince of Wales ! 
My friends of Kmt, they always tell us 
. that every grant and every sum that we 
complain of is a trifle; but, trifling as 
these sunsare, there will be pretty nearly 
as much money expende;! on the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales and her husband during 
the first year of their marriage as will be 
raised t • rodintain the whole of the pooi 
in Hampshii e during that year I Is this 
a trifle, my friends? Well might you 



^Y A^ yovt co^M aot afford to kee]p 
foreigners, when the fact is notorious, and 
has been so declared by the Members of 
Parliament themselves, that the increase 
of poverty an^ pauperism is* such, that^ 
nnlest it be speedily put a stop to, tWi ' 
country nust be ruined and enslaved. 

We are eternally told, by those whose 
interest it is to deceive us, that a govern- 
ment, to be good^ must be expensive ^ 
must be costly ; that the persons beloag* 
ing to it mnst bave monstrous sums of 
money given to them ; mnst keep innnme«> 
rable servants and tiorses ; must live be^ 
dizened out in all sorts of finery ; mmst 
be attended with guards dressed up in 
gold-laced clothes ; and that a plain 
simple government, where the persona 
belonging to it have low salaries, is &t for 
nothing but to rule a country that is worth 
nothing, and that is not much larger 
than the Isle of Thanet. Now, my friends 
of the county of Kent, nothing can be 
more false than thi8. It is not only net 
true, but it is the very reverse of the 
truth, as is amply demonstrated in the 
case of the American Republic. That 
Republic has as many people in it as 
England has. It has finer cities than any 
in England or any in Europe. None,. in- 
deed, that are nearly so populons as 
London and Westminster, but, two, at 
least, which surpass in popalation, and 
infinitely surpass in all other respects, all 
the other cities in the British dominiem* 
That republic has about fourteen hasim 
^red miles of Sea-coast ; many rirers 
navigable more than a hundred miles up ; 
that republic has, probably, more than a 
hundred sea-ports and harbours, ft has 
very nearly as much commercial shipping 
as England, Ireland and Scotland, all put 
together, and very nearly as many sailors. 
This, then, is no trifling country ; and, 
yet, the Chief Magistrate of that country ; 
a country which has lately carried on, 
single-handed, a long and triumphant war 
against England ; the Chief Magistrate of 
that country receives only 6,000 pounds 
a year; that is to say, my friends of 
Kent, only about a seventh part as much 
as your Lord Camden receives annually 
for his sinecure place of Teller of the 
Kxchequer! And, observe, that the Pre- 
sident of the United States, the Chief 
Magistrate of that great nation, a man 
iof such talents, such experience, such 
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tried firtue is he nust be, recei?ei, in tthe 
coarse of twenty years, no more than as 
much as the Princess Charlotte and her 
husband will receire In pension and in 
aoUfit, during this one year! And, I beg 
you (brther to obserre, that, as the Prince 
of Saxe Cobourg is to receire 60,000 
poouds a year for life, in case of the 
death of the Princess, the least possible 
•om that this nation will ha?e to pay 
him, for fifty ymn^ if he should liTe so 
lopg, and if the law granting the pension 
should remain in force, will be a som more 
than eight times as great as that which our 
brethren in America will have to pay to 
the Chief M^istrate of die Country, 
the man who performs for them by their 
authority, and in their name and be. 
half, all the offices and acts of Sof e* 
reignty. 

Ah, my friends of Kent, need we won- 
der that there are no paupers in that 
country ! Need we wonder, that in that 
country the common labouring man, with 
a large family, may IIto well, go well 
clothed, and lay by dO pounds sterling a 
year ? TKej would laia por«iMMle »«, thmt 
these cxpences of go?ernment are not felt 
by the poor. What, then, does not the 
poor man help to pay the tales ? 
Caa he possibly open his mouth to 



ctet until he has paid a tax? Doei he 
not pay a tax upon his salt, sugar, tea^ 
malt, soap, candle^, and, indeed, does he 
not pay a tax on bis bread and meat and 
cheese and butter ; for, have not the land, 
the horses, the leather, the iron, and 
erery thing else been taxed ^ by the means 
of which his bread and meat hare been 
produced ? Ye?, and the man who called 
out to Lord Camden, and told him that 
e?ery morsel of bread jLhat went into 
the mouths of his wife wd nine chil- 
dren was taxed to help to pay his Lord- 
ship's salary, showed as much sense as he 
did spirit ; and, had 1 been at MaidstoMj 
I would rather hare gone home and bare 
dined with that braTO man and his wife 
and nine children off a morsel of that 
taxed bread, than I . would haye gone to 
dine upon the' delicate ifruit of the tax at 
the Bell Inn. 

I ha?e only to add my sincere thanks, 
in which I know I speak the. roice of 
thousands upon thousands, to the meo of 
Kent, for their spirited and sensible con* 
duct upon this occasion, and to say that 
1 think it an honour to mtbgcribe mjielt 
their countryman* 

'■' '' Wm. Cobbstt. 
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